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| (from @ Lord.) Do you recolle&t the Begum mpleining of the Variations, at the Time 
you Preſented the Engagement for the Treaty to her ? > 
A. I have not a clear Recollection of the Matter at ſo great a Diſtance of Time. 


Q: At what Time was this Tranſaction between; you and the Begum ? 
A. In the Year 1778. 


om a Lord.) Whether you tranſmitted all the Papers to Calcutta? | 
S > * Meer not to anſwer that Queſtion. Fe 


1 Whether you ever had any, and what, al whoſe Directions, not to tranſmit any, and abe 
Papers to Calcutta? 


A. None. | 

Q. I mean to the Government at Calcutta? * 

A. None. 

Q. ( from a Lord.) You ſay, you ("INE into an n Enga ent 8 procure a Treaty with the Na- 
upon certain Conditions; I wiſh to aſk, ſince yo ecollection is not perfect as to Particu- 


lars, whether it does not ſerve you thus far, to Pecollec, whether that Negociation with the 


Nabob ſucceeded or failed ? 


A. As far as my Recollection ſerves me, I underſtand that it failed; but I ſpeak upon very im- 
perfect Recollection of the Tranſaction. | 


( from a Lord.) Do exert your Recollection t to the utmoſt before this Evidence is cloſed, and 


confi Lie whether you, who were employed in many important Negociations, can have an jo Negocia- 


tion of great Canes ſo obliterated from your Memory, as not to know hat the Event of — 
was. I don't aſk as to the Particulars of it; but whether it did ſucceed wholly, or in Pa 
totally failed. Whether it is poſlible that the Event of ſuch a Negociation as this ſhould pe 


your Memory ? 


A. It i is poſſible; for it really does eſcape my Memory. 


Do you remember what Steps you took, if any, in Conſequence of the Agreement you 
ſr. into with the Begum, — 8 Vf getting the Treaty executed by the Nabob ? | 
A. I take ix for granted, when I met with the Nabob, 1 uſed every Means in my Power to 

rocure _—_— from him in the Terms of the conditional Agropment | hail given to the: 
m. 


Q. Whether ou tranſmitted at any Time, in any Shape, and in any Mariner, any Account 
to Calcutta, ei to the Governor General, or to the Governor General and Council, of the 


N12 you had entered into, and which you conceived to be a Part of your official Duty to 
enter into 


A. To the beſt of my Recollection I did, I wrote to the Governor and Council upon it. 
Q. Having ſtated, that you did not, to the beſt of your Recollection, tranſmit this Treaty, 


either the one which you remember to have ſigned, or the other which of po do not recollect to 


have been executed; whether any, or what Difſatisfaftion upon the Part of the Government, was 


at any Time conveyed to you for ſuch Neglect of Duty, when that N 4 * became apparent from 


the Communication made ſubſequently by Mr. Purling ? Whether the Government did at any 
Time expreſs Diſſatisfaction to you for not having made this Communication? 
A. No; I do not recollect they did. ; 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 
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HE Lords 1 in their biete the Houſe refunied, the uſual Proclamations 

made, and the Defendant eme at the Bar, the Lord hancellor ac- 
cuainted the Managers for the mons they ang; proceed | with their Evi- 
ence. | 


The Managers for the G ei the Houle, they would now ro: 
ceed with further Evidence of the Guarantee to the Princeſſes of Oud — 
their Friendſhip with the Eaſt India Company, contained in the Cor os 
between Mr. Purling, the . at the Court of Oude, and the Government at 
Then Mr. ROBERT- HUDSON was aa called ids wa produced Book 26, 
intituled, Bengal Secret Council, 29th February to 24th July 1780. 
Read, the following Extract of Appendix to a Conſultation of the 22d June 
| 1 beginning at Page 529 of the ſame Book. 


g « Fort William, the 224 of Jobe 1 $0. 
At a Council; Preſent, . 7 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſidene. - OP: rp Tb, 
- Philip Francis, I Equi ow 
E dard Wheler, -A . 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Toote abſent on « Vii 6 the different Stains of the Army, 


«TRANSLATE, 


« Letter from the Nabob Aſoph ul Powlah to Mr. C. Sau. ; 
cc 1 have received your Letter. Tou write, that you informed the Coun in the Month of of 
Maug, that I had not Sources in my Country, and my Expences were very | 

have received an Anſwer from the Council; that whatever. Balance was d 1 2 the Zug 8 of 2 
Year, I ſhould pay; and that the Sum 1, 06, 62, 00 Rupees, which were 1 as Aﬀets, ſhould 
ſuffer no Diminution; nor will the Gentlemen of the Council allow One yr that, agree- 

able to the Account Particulars, the Balance of 1,36,62,188 : 12 muſt be | 

my nt 


4 have in no Reſpect failed in my Compliance with the Pleaſure of Thames or 
y, as far as 1 have had Ability. And I have acquainted you very 


Friendſhip for the Compan 
by. with h the State of my Country, and the Sources of the Revenue: And I haye even pur a Stop 
Expences of my Table, .and the Animals which I ougkt to keep; and the Jagheers of my 
| 2 and Attendants; and there are Aſſets of 98, 98,375. After this, 1 wrote the garb 
of my Grandmother and my Mother, and of the Nabob Sallar Jung, and of my Famihy, and | 
the Sons of my Uncle Mirza Alla Khan, which were granted thn for. t Livelihood; and 5 
they N to the Sum of 7, 63, 625 Rupees. By this Means has the Bu been done. But 
they all poſſeſs Engagements. And I "nas aade over in Aſſignment the 3 of my Table, 
which I ve put a Stop to with this View, that the Gentlemen of the Council, underſtanding 
my, diſtreſſed Situation, would ſhew me their Friendſhip. I at firſt oppoſed” the aſſigning the 
Jaghcers of Ls þ Grandmother and Mother, and'my.Unc bþ Now that 7 Council have; v 
uch a Repreſentation of my Diſtreſs, written, that there ſhall not be leſs Aſſignments 
1, 06, 6a % Rupees, and that the Balance of 1, 36, 62, 188 muſt be given, I am acquainted with 
the Particulars of th the 1,36,62,188. If the Gentlemen of the Council, or you, Sir, will inform 
ourſelves from the Accounts, you will find, it is not to be obtained. Whatever, in Juſtice, can 
be obtained from the Accounts, have been granted; but at this Time  Affignments are de- 
manded of me. The Buſineſs of the World is. = and pats away ; and the Gentlemen of the 
Council ſhould, in every Thing thar is Juſt, be my and my Friends. I do not put my 
Life in Competition with Frlendſhip. Whatever Aſſets were in the Country, with eyen my 
Table, my . the Jagheers my Servants and Atrendants, are granted in Afﬀignments, | 
_ - amounting to 98,98, 375 Rupees: Beſides theſe, the Jagheers of my Grandmother, Mot „ and 
my Uncles, the Nabobs Mirza Allee and Sallar Jung, Which were granted them for their Main- 
ape we Diſpoſal. If ag nog en to attach them, do it. In the 


8 er 1 : Is Country 


| ( 4% ) 

Country no further Sources remain, and I have no Means, for I have not a Subſiſtence. Alas! 

I have Elephants, Horſes, and Houſes ; if they will ſerve the Purpoſe of my Friends, they are 
ready for them; the Country and the Aumils are at Hand; wherever Aſſets can be found, take 
them l do not oppoſe it—In this Situation I am in Want of a daily Subſiſtence -I feed upon the 
Hope and any ear of Tranquillity—Upon this the Council's Order is arrived. Whatever 
proceeds from Friendſhip is good my Situation is no Way concealed— How long ſhall I dwell 
upon my Misfortunes I have written ſufficient.” * | 


Read, from the ſame Book, Page 67, Extract of a Conſultation of the 2d of April 
r 446120 | * Fort William, 3d April 2780. 
| 7 At a Council; Preſent, 1 wats «mx 1 
« The Fonoyral 6 Ware Halings, (coveresy General, Preſidevtz 
ip Francis, -- Lig 2815 
Edward Wheler, Eſquires. 


| o To Mr, P urling. 
66 Sir > 4 


| « With reſpect to the Jagheers, we are not competey to judge: of the Propriety of retaining or 

| yielding Als erk to en 2 knowing who = z and we deſire that you wi 
| afford us every Information in your Power relative to this ary 7 | | 

„We are, &&. 

L Signed at che End of the Conſultation] ö 

5 Warren Haſtings, 

44 Philip Francis, * 
Edward Wheler.“ 


| Read, from Page 490 of the ſame Book, the following Extract of a Conſultation of 
- te 22d June 1789, | 


. 


« Fart William, the 22d June 1780, 
| — « At a Council; Preſent. | WT, 
£ The Honourable —— Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
| Philip Francis, 0 
1 | Edward Wheler, ] Ecole 
Read the following Letter from the Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
$ 6 ( CITED duly th, ang. tes with your Letter of the 3d inſtant, requiring an additional Grant 
« of 30,00, 1h, 12 Rupees, in Tunkaws, from his Excellency the Vizier, and declaring your Dif- 
0 


« approval of the Remiſſion of any Part of the Afſignments already granted; on the contrary, that 
9 r of the Jagheers were reſtored, other Aſſiguments of equal Value and Security are to N ä 


„ Soars „ 


* 


« in their Stead. Likewiſe deſiting every Information relative to the Jagheers.“) 


F. The Account, Ne 4 hs J _—_—_ ] — ag — to va, with ſuch Remarks 
Papers annexed to them, as, I hope, will prove fully explanatory on the Points you require 
Information M have 1 to add, Tat = no One has advanced a _ to an — 
but thoſe obſerved upon in the Account. abob certainly exerts an ute Authority, as 
to the continuin or n of every 14 Jagheer.] e US Rh. 
& (© Immediately after the Arrival of 
ce 


25 


Board's abovementioned Orders, I addreſſed his W 
ncy in the encloſed Letter marked A, which is a Tranſlate, and received an Anſwer, of which 
« I forward Copy of the Perſian and Tranſlate B. In conſequence of his Excellency's Orders, the 
© encloſed Abſtract of the. whole, Amount of his Finances and Diſburſements was ared, and 
« would have been forwarded to you long ere this; but the Time it has unavoidably taken t 
« arrange it for your Inſpection will, I hope, prove a fatisfaftory Apology for the ay 5 fuck 
«= Remarks as are explanatory of the Account I have annexed to it, Mas 1 LS 
It is hardly neceſſary. to obſerve, that the Deductions allowed on Account of the Prought 
« are the ch Cauſe, of the, Nabob's preſent Diſtreſs, as will be plainly ſeen by the Second Head 

„of the Abſtract, | ! 

„The Board will perceive in my Letter to his Excellency the Visier, that J have deſired he will 
« prohibit the ſeyeral Aumils from paying any further Sums to the private Tuncawdars, whoſe 
* Claims, according to the Abſtract, amount to R' 26, 04, 671: 9. This Sum, which I regarded 
„as the only Source capable of furniſhing new. Afſigaments, includes many of the Nabob's public 
* Eſtabliſhments, ſome Tuncaws granted for the Pay of his private Debts, and others for the 
| * Arrears due to his Servants. The greater Part of this Sum has been paid, and ſome Part will 
1 —— — ———— — — - — 
5 3 | S unavoidably 


( 481 ) 
et unavoidably remain in Balance; nor do I think, that in caſe a Stop was put to the further Re- 
« ceipts of theſe Tuncawdars, there would be obtained Three Lacks of Rupees.—In ſhort, as 1 
« believe this Account contains a true Repreſentation of the State of the Nabob's Finances; and 
« as his private Expences are much circumſcribed, in compariſon with former Periods, it does 
not appear to me poſſible that any further Expectations can be anſwered in the preſent Year. 

« Having ou my Opinion upon the Honourable-Board's Requiſition for further Tunkaws, as 
4 far as I could judge from the Abſtract, and the beſt Information I could obtain, I beg your In- 
« dulgence while I ſay before you the following Obſervations. ET 5 | 

Under the Head of Mootina, or Expences of Troops ſtationed with the Aumils for the Pur- 
<« pole of enforcing the Payment of the Revenues, there appears a Sum of 53 Lacks of Rupees. 
* Tho? from the natural State of this Country, where the Zemindars take immediate Advantage 
of every Relaxation in the Government, and continually avail themſelves of the Removal of 
„ the Forces from their Diſtricts, by raiſing Troops of their own, building Forts, and withholding 
<« their Rents, ſuch a Charge is always neceſſary, yet the Amount of it here ſeems very exorbitant; 
and the Purpoſe for which theſe Sums are allowed appears not to be anſwered, becauſe when- 
ever the Aumils are preſſed, they have always Recourſe to the Honourable Company's Battalions, 
« Some Regulations might be made to put theſe Forces on a reſpectable Footing, anſwer all the 
Ends of this Government, and ſave a conſiderable Sum of Money. This, I imagine, might be 
** accompliſhed in the enſuing Year; the preſent is too far advanced to admit of a new Regulation. 

As the Firſt Object muſt ever be, to ſecure ſufficient Sums in the Beginning to anſwer the 
& Exigencies of the whole Year, it appears neceſſary, that the Eſtimate, having been ſubmitted to 
the Honourable Board, ſhould be returned with ſuch a Letter through him to his Excellency, 
as to ſhew him that the Reſident has no Authority to diſpenſe with any Part of it, and that he acts 
in ſuch Demands agreeable to their Injunctions. This Letter ſhould at leaſt be written a Month 
before the Concluſion of the old Year, that private Tunkawdars may be totally excluded till the 
* Honourable Company's Claims are ſatisfied. This has occurred to me from the Conviction, 
* which the Nabob in all his Converſations appeared to have, that the Honourable Board would, 
upon his Repreſentation, diſmiſs the Eſtabliſhments paid by Mr. Wombwell. In this Idea, his 
_ « Excellency would not hear of another Demand, until he ſhould receive the Honourable Board's 
< Anſwer to his Refuſal, The Change in the Reſident was a Delay of a Month and a Half in ob- 
< taining the additional Tuncaws. The Reference afterwards to your Honourable Board, waiting 
the Reply, and then ſettling the Agreements and Accounts with the Aumils, loſt full Five 
„Months of the Year. The Kerreef Harveſt, ſmall as it was, owing to the Drought, was loſt; 
and the realizing of the Company's Tuncaws upon a Collection of Eight Months depended 
aon a Six Months Source, the Rubbee Harveſt. Another peculiar though unavoidable Circum- 
* ſtance has occurred to oppoſe my ſtanding in ſo fair a Light in my Collections as my Prede- 
„ ceſſors, and that is, that my Predeceſſors were allowed to keep their Accounts till the Collec- 
tions of the Month were cloſed, which did not happen till a Month after: They did not cloſe 
their Collections and ſend away their Accounts at the End of the Month; this makes their 
Collections in the Accounts appear uniform, while mine, under the late Regulation, are ſent 
<< away at the End of each Month, and the Kiſts having, from invariable Cuſtom, never been 
paid till near the End of the enſuing, my Accounts mult always have a Balance of a whole Kiſt. 

I have the Honour to ſubmit to your Honourable Board an Eſtimate of the Receipts and Diſ- 
„ burſements of my Treaſury for the paſt Seven Months of the Year. The Troops are all paid 
<<. up to the preſent Time, and I calculate, that the Amount required for the neceſſary Diſburſe- 
«© ments of the Remainder of the Year, excluſive of all Contingencies, will be about 30 Lacks . 
4 of Rupees,—This is about the Sum I expect will be realized in the Courſe of the abovementioned 
Period, after deducting the Batra between Fyzabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees and the ſeveral 


„ Species which are collected from the Country. The Eſtimate of 30 Lacks I cannot declare to 


4 be juſt, becauſe the Paymaſters have not furniſhed me with their Accounts Current with the 
* Military Paymaſter General, to the preſent Period, which alone could ſerve me in my Calcula- 
66 oe” The Want of theſe Accounts prevents my keeping my own with the Regularity I could 
* wiſh. 4 
&« Lucknow, | I have the Honour, &c. &c. hb: 
. 3oth April 1780. (Signed) C. Purling,” 


« Ordered, That the Incloſures in the above Letter be entered after the Conſultation (a). $ 


— — 3 „ —> „ü 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXVII. 
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The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next read 
the Order of the Board to Mr. Purling, upon this Repreſentation to reſtore the 
Jaghires. 5 4 1 ‚ | 


Read, the following Extract from the ſame Conſultation, beginning at Page 501, of 
a the ſame Book. . | e. | g 5 


; 


(“ Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Mr. Purling. 
| Sir, 7 1 | > 
r wn have received your Letters of the 31ſt of April and 22d of May, with their ſeveral 
ncloſures. | "BW. | 8 
At this late Period of the Year, and in conſequence of the ſtrong Objections made by his 
Excellency the Vizier, added to the Teſtimony which you bear to the Truth of the Account given 
of the State of his Finances, we are compelled for- the preſent to wave our Claim to the addi- 
tional Aſſignments, which in our Letter & the 3d of April, we required you to obtain for the 
whole Amount of the Company's Demand upon him ; but we hope, that at the Commencement 
of the Year enſuing, your Efforts, not only to provide for the Exigencies of that Year, but to 
ſecure the Payment of the Balance due from his Excellency at the Concluſion of the preſent, 
will be more ſucceſsful,?J ES i = 3a AVIV "re 
(The Expence attending the Collection of the Nabob's Revenues, ſtated in the Account 
% accompanying your Letter under the Heads Mootaina and Aerajaut and Mahl Charges, 
« amounting in all to the Sum of Rupees 57,92,954- 6. is ſo! enormoub and unreaſonabſe, that 
« we know not in what Manner to account for it, without ſuppoſing ſuch unlimited Abuſes to be 
committed by the Perſons in Charge of the Collection as require the moſt deciſive Exertion of 
« his Excellency to put an End to them. We direct, that you furniſh us as ſoon as poſſible with 
te the Particulars of theſe Articles of Expence ; and we deſire that, at the approaching Settlement 
« of the Revenues for the Year 1188, your Attention may be particularly directed to the Dimi- 
« nution of it, and that you recommend in the ftrongeſt Manner to the Vizier the Neceſſity of 
« his applying the moſt: effe&ual Remedy to the Abuſe, and a principal Means of effefting it, 
« the total Reduction of the Mutaina Troops. , 3 * 
« We have attended to the Explanation and Particulars which you have tranſmitted to us of 
<« the private Jaghires, and authorize you to reſtore the Aſſignments on them to the Proprietors, 
« Fort William, FW - HR We are, &c.”) | 
22d June 1780. | 


— 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next read 
a Paper from Mr. Haſtings's Defence delivered in at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, 
to ſhew that, after thoſe Treaties had been tranſmitted to Calcutta, and recorded by 
Mr. Haſtings thexe, he himſelf mentions, that both the Begums were poſſeſſed of 
Treaties and Guarantees from the Company. = 20 2 


Read, the following Extract from the Manuſcript . Defence, | beginning at Page 232 
of the ſame. | | | 


« No Injury was intended or could poſſibly ariſe to the Begums, from the Reſumption of the 
Jagheers; they were found deſtructive of the Nabob's Revenue, and dangerous to the very Exiſ- 
tence of his Government z, they had been made the Sources to feed a Rebellion. Ir was neceſſary 
therefore to reſume them; and the only Change which the Begums Situation could undergo from 
it, was the Subſtitution of the Nabob's Agency, with the pledged Security of the Company's Reſi- 
dent, in lieu of that of their Eunuchs Jowar and Bahar Ally Cawn, No Stipulation was made in 


Favour of any other * Jagheerdars, becauſe © the Faith of the Company was not concerned 
in it (a).“ 9 1 . 


* ˙ »  - 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, They would next read another Paſſage 
to the ſame Purpoſe; in which the Houſe would obſerve, Mr. Haſtings repre- 
ſents the particular View of the Nabob at the Time of the Treaty of Chunar, 
to be the Reſumption of the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother. | 


Read alſo, the following Extract, beginning at Page 237 of the Manuſcript. 


f « When the Nabob ſo earneſtly deſired my Sanction for the Reſumption of the Jagheers, he 

| certainly had in View only the Begums, and a few others of Magnitude, which he conſidered pro- 

| rected either by the Guarantee or Favour of the Company. He could not be ſuppoſed to aſk my 
Sanction to the Reſumption of Grants, in which the Company's Faith was no Ways concerned; 


_ 
> — 


, 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 415, Par. 4. 
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but being aware that his Excellency intended a beutel Reſumption, referving the Jagheers:of his 
atticular Favourites, who from their Characters and Conduct ought to be the firſt proſcribed, 
| determined to defeat the Deſign by adviſing him to make the Reſumption and he en- 
to follow my Advice. The Conſequence of this his Excellency did not at the Time advert 
to ; but when he diſcovered that, by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my determined Adherence 
to it, he was precluded from ſhewing any Partiality; and moreover, that the Produce of the Jag- 
heers, when reſumed, inſtead of coming immediately into his Poſſeſſion, was to be appropriated to 
the Liquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I expreſsly ſtipulated, he became indif- 
ferent, and even apparently averſe to the Re umption © the * 


Then the Managers for the de acquainted the Houſe, The had ben! in- 
formed by Mr. Goring, One of the Witneſſes examined on Tueſday laſt, that there 
was a Circumſtance in his Evidence, which, upon having Recourſe to his Papers, he 
diſcovered to be in ſome Degree erroneous, and was therefore very deſirous of cor- 
The Br, For this Fand they ſhould n . en might now be en to 

E N. 


Accordingly. Mr. GORING was called in; and aſked; 


. 8 Do you wiſh to explain any Thing in the Evidence you gave to the Houſe upon Tueſday 
A. Upon my firſt Viſit to the m, I recolle& her having taken Notice of the Power granted 
to me by the Supreme Council of Bengal: She then ſaid, if ſhe was to be removed from the 
Nabob's Palace, ſhe would po to = N J aſſured her, that as that Power was principally in 
me, ſhe need be under no Apprehenſion whatever ; that I ſhould treat her with the utmoſt Reſpect 
and Attention as long as I continued there, I informed your Lordſhips, the laſt Time I was 
examined, that the Begum had taken no Notice of the Powe 3 take Not to me till the laſt Viſit [ 
paid her; but I find, upon referring to my Papers, the did Notice of it upon my opening 
my Commiſſion to her. 1 


Q. (by Counſel.) L underſtood you to have ſaid, upon your laſt Examination, that you ſaw the 

Widow of Surajah Dowlah, and that ſhe reſided at "Moorthedabad : I wiſh to aſk, Whether you 

2 at this Day, poſitive chat there was any ſuch Perſon exiſting at the Time you mentioned: 

| — vn Time was it you ſaw this Lady, whom you; ſuppoſe to be the Widow of Surajah Do W- 
A. When I. went up to Moorſhedabad upon this Commiſſion, which I received upon the ioth 

of May 1775, 1 cannot now preciſely tell the Day, I paid Viſits to every Perſon of Rank and 

Conſequence ; but I. had neglected to pay a Viſit to this Lady: She ſent her Eunuch to me, to 


inform me who ſhe was ; and I underſtood, from . Meſſage the Tn brought. me, that ſhe 
was the Widow of Surajah Dowlah. 


Q. Have you any other Reaſon for belicving the Fact to be ſo, except that Meſage ? 
A. Undoubtedly ; for I ch her a Viſit at her own — as I had cone: to every other Per- 
ſon of Conſequence, | 4 


Q. Was the Perſon of Sing you ſpeak, ED reputed, in Moorſhedabad, to be the Wi- 
dow of Surajah Dowlah ? | 

A. I bave not the leaſt Doubt of it. She lived in a very magnificent Manner, had a very 
large Palace there, and conſequently muſt be a Perſon well kiown. The Women do not appear, 
in Publick there. 


Was there any A peculiar to the Stile or 1 of * Widow of Surzjah 
Dow Lb, ſo as to diſtinguiſh her from other Perſons of her Rank and Condition ? 
A. I do not very well comprehend the Queſtion, | | 


Is there any Thing in their Houles, | or any Thing, particular i in a their Mode of living, ſo as 
to diſtinguiſh them ? | 
A. I only ſaw the Size of the Houſe, and the Number of 2 * , 


Q. Is there any Thing in the Appearance of their Houſes, or Families, or Eſtabliſhments, that 

diſtinguiſh Ladies belonging to the Firſt Family either of Surajah Dowlab, or of other Nabobe,, | 
from other Women of Diſtinction and Opulence. ö | {5 
A. No; nothing that I know of. 3 


Q. (from'a Lord.) I wiſh him to. be aſked, i if be anda chat this Lady was not the Widow of | 
Sujah {v=o | 
A. Never. 


Q How long did you continue at Moorſhedabad after the Time of this ve . . 
5 Months. . | 6 


—B — —_— 


* Vide 3 page 416, Par. 2. 
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Had you any other Occaſion to pay your Compliments to her ? | | 
A. She did me the Honour to invite me to her Houſe gave me a very magnificent Entertain- 
ment, and offered me conſiderable Preſents, which I refuſed; as I did every Pre chat was pre 


to me. 


Q. a Lord.) 1 with the Witneſs to > be aſked, if he ſhould have thought himſelf authorized, 
under the Orders he received, to have di \ A the Begum of her Palace by F rae caſe ſhe 


had refuſed to comply with thoſe Orders 
A. I certainly would have made uſe of every Means in my Power before I would ve come to 
ſuch Extremity as that, if I would have done it at all; but I do not think I ſhould. g 


Q. Were your Inſtructions written Inſtructions? 
A. Yes. 


, Where are they? _ = 
AT They are upon Record. 


Q. (by Counſel.) J abſtained, the laſt Time the Witneſs was examined, from aſking as to the 
Purport of thoſe Inſtructions, underſtanding they were upon Record, not thinking. it proper to 
examine him to a Paper in Exiſtence z I with to have the F ack from the Wiel. whether the origi- 
nal Inſtructions are or are not in his Poſſeſſion? 

A. F believe they are. 


Q. Have you thoſe Inſtroctions with you at this Time? 
A. I have not. 


| Q. When did you ſee them laſt you hy you believe they are;—T wiſh to know whey you 
| are not poſitive they are? 
A. I have not the leaſt ObjeRtion to produce them, nor any Paper i in my Newer. 


ö Q. ( Vem 4 Lord.) From whom had you your Inſtructions? 
| A. From the Governor General and Council. 


Then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Then CHARLES PURLING Eſquire was called in; and being "_ was er- 
amined as follows. 


In what Situation was you in India in the Year 1980? © 
| K I was the Reſident upon the Part of the Company at Lucknow. 


Q. Do you recollect when you went to reſide in that Charakter? 
A. In November 12779. a 
How did you contiruc there? - n Ann 5 * 
| 2 K. A — November 1780. | 
R Q. What Negociations had = with the Nabob Vizier, or his Minſter, reſpefting the e 


tion of the Jaghires in general 
A. The Jaghires were never reſumed, 


Q Bot what Negotiations had you upon the Subject of their being reſumed ; was there any 
Propoſal for reſuming them ? 
A. No Propoſals for reſuming them. 


lf there was no Fe whatever for reſuming them, what was the Propoſal made by you- 
WR the Jaghires? 
t they ſhould be taxed in a certain Proportion, os 


* yaa mean a Tax that was to fall only upon the Eſtates called n, or upon other by | 


La 12 beſides? 
A. Only upon the Jaghires. 


Q. Whether the Nabob was averſe, or otherwiſe, to that Propoſition; bow did he receiye the 


Propoſition ? 
A. I think, upon my firſt Negotiation for additional Tuncaws upon the Company's Debt, the 


Nabob propoſed the taxing the Jaghires; but afterwards, when I propoſed to him to Tax them, 
he was very much averſe to it; that was fome Time after be giropoled — firſt to Tax 


them. 


Then your Negotiations began by demanding Tuncaws, or 4 wok the Revenue 


Lands, for the Company's Debt. 
A. Les, upon che Revenue Lands. 


3 ( ally ) 
. Give your Account of the Tranfation® ß „ 
A. Upon my firſt going to Lucknow, I found it neceſfiry to demand from the Nabob addi 


tional Tuncaws to what Mr. Middfeton B 
Expences and the Company's Debt. 


Q. Do. yau mean the Vizier's yearly Expe mas jou to take Tunctws fot the Vize 
Expences ? | 


A. By no Means; the Vizier's Expences were thoſe incurred. for the Company's Troops in 


: 


ad already obtained from the Nabob for the yearly 


his Provinces. ' $5, HIDES ”_ 
Q. What was the End and Extent of your Demand of the Twncaws f | 
A. To pay the different Troops, on the Part of the Company, ſtationed in his Daminiane, and 
for the Civil Expences at Lucknow. * | 
What is your Deſcription of the Civil Expences ? 
be 2 The Reſident's ET Pencrne . 
Q That was yaur Reaſon for demanding the additional Tuncaws ? 
A. Yes, and for the Company's Debt. | | 
Q. Give an Account of the Progreſs of that Negotiatian, according to your Memory of it ? 
A. Upon my firſt Meeting with the Nabob, he granted additional Tuncaws for Thirty Lacks 
of Rupees, or 300,000 l. beyond what Mr. Middleton had obtained before my Arrival at Lucknow; 
and the Nabob then ſuggeſted, that if more ſhould be demanded that the Jaghires might be taxed : 


I think ſo, to the beſt of my Recollection; and I ſhould be very glad to refer to the Records, to ſee 
| whether J did not mention this to the Cauacil at Calcutta do not recollect whether I did or not. 


The Managers for the Commons were aſked, how that was in point of Fact? 


The Managers for the Commons faid, they would read a Paffage to the Witneſs 
which he perhaps would recollect. GA N 


The Houſe obſerved, That the Examination of the Witneſs was to a Matter 
which he conducted as an Officer of Government Eight or Nine Years ago 1 that 
be was willing to give a full Account of it, as far as his Memory went 3 but having 
tranſmitted the Fact to the Company, he wiſhed to be aſſiſted with the Account 
he gave of it at the Time, ta refreſh his Memory which was but reaſonable ; for 
- he _ taken Notes of it at the Time, he could refer to thoſe Notes for that 
Purpoſe. ; | | 3 


Read, the following Extract of a Secret Conſultation of the 3d April 1780, from 
Book 26, already delivered in, beginning at Page 6a of the ſame Book. 


' 


MAN „ Fort William, the 3d April 1780. 
| « At a Council; Preſent, +1556 7s 0 
« The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident y 


Philip Francis, + wy 
Edward Wheler, 3 Den | 
Extract of a Letter from Mr, Purling ta the Governor General and Council. 


64 J have now the Honour to inform you, that his Excellency has been pleaſed to grant Tuheaws Mr. Purting. 


for 37,80,000 more, which makes, with the former Grants, about Rupees 1,06,62,000, I beg 
Leave to encloſe the Account Eftimate of Demands made on his Excellency and the Ge 
Kiſtbundee. I hope the Sum granted will be more than ſufficient for the Exigencies of the Year, 
though inferior. to that of the Eſtimate, which amounts to 120 Lacks, including the Balance of the 
Honourable Company's Account current with the Vizier to the End of Baudun 1196. Out of thiy 
Eſtimate I have omitted the Demand for the Donation to the Army, and the Six Lacks eftimated 
Loſs on the Exchange; for the Nabob declares an utter Impoffibility to provide more Money for the 
preſent Tear; and, indeed, the Situation of his Excelleney's Affairs at this Period are ſuch as 
demand my faithful Repreſentation of them, and a very ferious Conſideration on the Part of Your 
1 Board; and Sir Eyre Coote, who has an Opportunity of judging on the Spot, has 
required it of me as a Point of indiſpenſable Duty. To be enabled to provide fo large a Sum 
upon the reduced State of his Finances, when Half the Year is elapſed, and One Harveſt totallß 
deftroyed for want of timely Rain, his Excellency is now certainly getting rid of a great Part of 
the Animals he has kept, either for his State or for his Diverſion; has reduced Part of his Troops 
which attended his Perſon, bas diſbanded many of his Batcalions raiſed for his Collections, has diſ- 
charged a large Number of the Seryants of his Houſehold, amon whom are included many old 
Attendants of his Family, and has 2 an entire Stop to his Buildings. Notwithſtanding theſe 
Retrenchments, his Excellency has — 11 give Aſſignments upon his Jagheerdars to the 
| STEEN | Amount 


= ——_— U— — — CI 


and explain upon what Ground he made that Propoſition. 
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Amount of near 15 Lacks of Rupees. The only Means of relieving the Nabob from his preſent 

Diſtreſs is, by ſuſpending the Demand of the Balance of the laſt Year's Account current with the 

Honourable Company, which, I have Reaſon to believe, his Excellency will be ſatisfied with; and 

there is no Doubt he will be able to pay in the enſuing Year, if the Misfortune of a Second Drowth 

does not prevent his reſuming the large Deductions he has been obliged to give his Collectors. If 

our Honourable Board are pleaſed to give your Aſſent to this, the Accounts of the Grants will 
thus : 0 | 


Amount of the Tuncaws for the Year 1187, — 1,06, 62,000 
His Excellency's Balance at End of the Year 1186, 20, 60, 08 2 1 
Deduct Amount, at this Time, in the 8 + 

Hands of the ſeveral Paymaſters, viz* 


Mr. Oliver, temporary _—_— $452,433 9.5 


Mr. Champion's Cavalry, 71,842 4 — | 
42275 13 5 S 

: - — f 16, 36,322 4 8 
Balance Tuncaws remaining. — 90,25,677 11 4 

(Signed at the End of Conſultation) 4 reed 

| | Warren Haſtings, 

P. Francis, 
Edward Wheler.” 


Q. Is that the whole Account that was tranſmitted, reſpecting the Part of the Tranſaction that 
you are now giving an Account of ? | 
Yes. - | EVO | | | 
Qi. Do you remember any other Circumſtances relative to that Tranſaction, except thoſe you 
have mentioned. Pepe oat 


A. Nothing more, than that the Nabob propoſed to me to tax the Jaghires, 


The Managers for the Commons ſaid, the Witneſs having ſtated, that he pro- 
poſed to the Nabob the Jaghires ſhould be taxed, they wiſhed a Paragraph to be 
read, which would ſhew what Sort of Temper the Nabob was in at that Time, 


* 
* 
. 


* 


Read, the following Extract of a Secret Conſultation of the 22d June 1780, 
beginning at Page 530 of the ſame Book. Pk 
2 | « Fort William, the 22d of June 1780. 
_...< At a Council; Preſent, - | * a 
«© The n Worms Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; Y 
| Philip Francis, , 
| Edward Wheler, Ravin 


Extract of a Letter from the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah to Mr. C. Purling; 


« I have in no Reſpect failed in my Compliance with the Pleaſure of the Council, or my Friend- 
ſhip for the Company, as far as I have had Ability; and I have acquainted you very fully with 
the State of my Country, and the Sources of the Revenue; and I have even put a Stop to the Ex- 
pences of my Table, and the Animals which I ought. to keep, and the Jagheers of my Servants 
and Attendants ; and there are Aſſets of 98,98,375. After this I wrote the Jagheers of my Grand- 


mother, and my Mother, and of the Nabob Pallar Jung, and of my Family, and-the Sons of my 


Uncle Mirza Ally Khan, which were granted them for their Livelihood ; and they amounted to 
the Sum of 7, 63, 625 Rupees. By this Means has the Buſineſs been done; but they all poſſeſa 
Engagements. And I have made over in Aſſignment the Expences of my Table, which I have 


put a Stop to with this View, that the Gentlemen of the Council, underſtanding my diſtreſſed Si- 


tuation, would ſhew me their Friendſhip. I at firſt oppoſed the aſſigning the Jagheers of my 
Grandmother and Mother, and my Uncle. Now that the Council have, upon ſuch a Repreſenta- 
tion of my Diſtreſs, written that there ſhall not be leſs Aſſignments than 1,06,62,000 Rupees, and 
that the Balance of 1,36,62,188 mult be given, I am acquainted with the Particulars of the 
1,36,62, 188. If the Gentlemen of the Council, or you, Sir, will inform yourſelves from the Ac- 
counts, you will find it is not to be obtained. Whatever in Juſtice can be obtained from the 
Accounts, have been granted; but at this Time Aſſignments are demanded of me. The Buſineſs 
of the World is eaſy, and paſſes away; and the Gentlemen of the Council ſhould, in every Thing 
that is juſt, be my Guardians and my Friends. I do not put my Life in Competition with Friend- 
ſhip. hatever Aſſets were in the Country, with even my Table, my Animals, the Jagheers of 
my Servants and Attendants, are. granted in Aſſignments, amounting to 98,98,375 Rupees, 22 
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ſides theſe, the Jagheers of my Grandmother, Mother, and my Uncles, the Nabobs Mirza Allee 
and Sallar Jung, which were. granted them for their Maintenance, are at your Diſpoſal. If the 
Council have directed you to attach them, do it. In the Country, no further Sources remain 
and I have no Means, for I have not a Subſiſtence. Alas! 1 have Elephants, Horſes, and Houſes ; 
if they will ſerve the Purpoſe of my Friends, they are ready for them. The Country and the 
Aumils are at Hand: Wherever Aſſets can be found, take them; I do not o poſe it. In this Si- 
tuation, I am in Want of a daily Subſiſtence. I feed upon the Hope and Eee of Tran- 
quillity. Upon this the Council's Order is arrived. Whatever proceeds from Friendſhip, is good. 
| My Situation is no Way concealed, How long ſhall I dwell upon my Misfortunes I have written 
ufficient.“ b | ated | | 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, | 


* 3 he had any Reaſon to believe this Repreſentation of the Nabob to be untrue ? 
= | | 


Q. You will proceed, as fat as you remember, with the Account of your Negociations with the 
Nabob, relative to the taxing the Jaghires ? | | 

A. As far as I recollect, after the Nabob had propoſed to tax the Jaghires, he became very 
much diſſatisfied, which, I „f was the Occaſion of that Letter. He allowed the taxing of 
all the other Jaghires, but he did not like thoſe of his own Family ſhould be taxed ; and though 
he granted Tuncaws for them, I never could make any Collection upon them. 


Whether, in the Expreſſions uſed by the Nabob of Diſſatisfaction at the Jaghires being 
taxed, any particular Alluſion was made to the Jaghires of the Begums ?—Was there any other 
Expreſſion of Averſion to the Reſumption of the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother, except 
that his Faith was pledged, as he had given them Agreements ? 

A. He once appeared to me to be in violent Anger, in a Converſation I had with him upon it. 


Q: Upon what Subject? | ; | 
A. Upon my urging him to tax the Begums, as well as the reſt of the Jaghiredars. 
8 Circumſtances were mentioned reſpecting the Begums having Guarantees from the 


ndia Company for their Security? 


A. He informed me that his Mother and Grandmother 4 from him, and that they 
were ſigned by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Briſtow ; and he di his Miniſters to give me Copies 
of them, as far as I can recollect. 1 4 | | 


| Q. Did they do ſo, according to your RecolleRion ? 
A. They did, as well as I recolle&t. 


Q. Did you ſend any Account of them to the Company? 
A. It appears upon the Records. 


Q. From whom did you obtain them? 
A. From the Nabob and his Miniſter. 


Q. Whether, after you had ſeen theſe Treaties, ou did deſiſt from, or perſevere in, the Idea 
of taxing the Jaghires of the Begums, Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob ? 

A. The Nabob _—_ uncaws upon thoſe Jaghires, but I did not make any Collections upon 
them. | Er 


Q. Were thoſe Tuncaws demanded upon your Part, or granted by the Nabob after the Time 
of your having ſeen thoſe Copies delivered to you by him or his Miniſters ? 
A. The Tuncaws were granted before thoſe Agreements were given me. 


98 after you had ſeen thoſe Agreements, you continued in any Manner to preſs for 
the Execution of the Tax? | | 


A. I did not—I made a Repreſentation of it to the Council at Calcutta. 


Q Whether, at the ſame Time the Copies of the Guarantee to the elder Begum were delivered 
to you, you did not receive a Copy of the Guarantee, under Mr, Briſtow's Hand and Seal, to the 


Bow Begum ? 
A. I did. | 1 | 1 4 
Q. Do you know what thoſe Copies were that you ſo received? # : 
A. I was informed the Copies were Copies of Agreements between the Nabob and the Bunnee 


Begum, and the Nabob and the Bow Begum, not to moleſt them in the Poſſeſſion of their Jaghires z 
that one of them was granted by Mr, Briſtow, and the other by Mr. Middleton, = 


. By whom was you ſo informed ? TP: 
2 By the Nabob and his Miniſter, * 

. You had Copies of them? 
T Fou had Copies of them? 
ER, | Q Were 
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Q. Were they in Perſian? 
A. They were in Perſian. 


Do you underſtand that Lan get 
5 F do not. | oy 

Did you get them 2 
FI I did. oy 


Q. Did you ſend thoſe Tranflations to the Company? 
A. I did, to the Council at Calcutta. 


Q - will appear then whether they were or were not ſigned in that Manner ? 
A. ES, 


Q. Did you ever fee the Originals? 5 
A. I never did. 


Q. x Jaw have already dk they were delivered to you as ſubſiſting Treaties ? 
ES, ; ; 


Ar when you tranſmitted them to the Council, conſider them as ſubſiſting 
ew rs 7 I 
A 


Q. Were there Two different Copies tranſmitted by you to Calcutta, or * One? 
A. I really do not comprehend the Queſtion. 


* have given an Account of Copies having been delivered to you by the Nabob and his 
Mini The Queſtion put to you. before was, whether Tranſlations of thoſe Copies were by 
you canine to the Government at Calcutta? I underſtood you to ſay they were 12 
A. Tes 


Q. Did you find in your Office when you came there any other Papers, purporing ta be Thes 
ties or Copies of Treaties ? 
A. When firſt went to Lucknow? 


Or at any Time when were there ? 
2 No, I did not. — 


Q. Whether you ever heard any Objection made upon the Part of the Governor General and 
Council to that Treaty, reſpecting the elder Begum, or ever heard that it was in any Reſpect 


doubted ? 
A. I did not. 


Q. Where was Mr. Middleton at the Time you tranſmitted thoſe Treaties to Calcutta ? 
A. I believe Mr. Middleton was in Calcutta; I am not certain. 


Q. (from a Lord) I wiſh to aſk, whether you know of any Inſtance in the Province of Oude of 


ſuch a Meaſure as the Reſumption of _ 1 or of their being taxed? 
A. Not in the Manner it was propoſed in the Year 1780; but I have ſtated upon the Records 


here, that the Nabob has reſumed Jaghires at his own Pleaſure, whenever he choſe. 


. Have you referred to any Inſtance of it ? 
A. They are particularly mentioned upon the Record, 


Q. Tranſmitted by you to Government ? 


A. Tranſmitted by me to Government, I have alſo ſaid, that the Exerciſe of his Power with 
reſpect to the Jaghiredars has always been arbitrary, as far as I recollect. 


Whether there is not ſome Diſtinction with reſpe& to the Title of the Jaghires? 
A: I cannot comprehend the Queſtion. 


Do you know of any Diſtinction with reſpect to the Title of the Jaghires, whether they are 

all held from the Nabob ? 

A. All the Jaghires of the Nabob's Country are certainly held of the Nabob, 

Q. (from the Managers.) Whether you have not heard that many Jann are confirmed by gan. 
nuds from Delhi ? | 

A. I have, : e : 

Q. Do you mean in 8 Province of Oude, or any other Place, and where? 
A. In all the Provinces of Indoſtan. 


. Whether you have not heard that Lord Clive's Jaghire was fo confirmed ? 
A: I have heard it was. 


Q. Whether you have yourſelf known any Inſtance of the Reſumption of the ] aghires, previous 
to this Reſumption by the preſent Nabob ? 41. 
6 | 0 


— 


[6 
| 
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R t do not recolle& any; but from the Form of the Government in Hindoſtan, I have no 
doubt there are many Inſtances of it. I have no Doubt: but I cannot recollect any. 


Q. Thoſe Reſumptions, according to your Knowledge of the Form of Government, from the 
Obſervations you made, * they regarded as Acts ** Violence, or as having been done 1 in the 
ordinary Courſe of Thin 85 | 

A. Towards People of high Rank, I believe it would be conſidered as an Act of Power; but it 
is generally conſidered in Hindoſtan, that the Power which can confer a Subſiſtence of that Kind 
can take it away again: 


Q. Whether you know if there might not be a Diffetence between the Tenure of the e 
and that ſome are expreſſed during Pleaſure, and others during Life ? 5 
A. I believe they are. 


Q. Whether you do not know, or have not Reaſon to believe, chat the Jaghires of the Begums 
were granted to them for the Term of their. Lives? 

A. I do not know from what Period it originated; but I ſhould conceive that People of their 
Rank would have Jaghires of that Kind for Life. 


The Managers for the Commons were aſked—Tf there was no Account crafted 
to Calcutta of the Nature of the Begums Jaghires ? . 


The Managers for the Commons made Anſwer—The Begums tiemdatves, and their 
"Miniſters, conſtantly aſſerted they were for Life; ſome of t were not derived from 
the preſent Nabob, particularly the elder Begum's. 


Q. Whether the Nabob made any Complaints of the Jagheerdars, in general, i in his Dominions, 
that they were hoſtile to his Government, and brought Diſtreſs and Confuſion upon his Affairs? 
A. I never heard he did. 


Q. Whether you remember the Nabob's repreſenting, that the Begums were in Enmity with him ? 
A. I have heard of occaſional Diſputes between the Nabob and his Mother and Grandmother, 
but never that they were hoſtile, 


Q. Whether the Tenure of the Jagheerdars, in reſpect of the T and Forces t 
keep UPs were repreſented by the Nabob as in Confuſion into the Affairs of 15 Ser- 
ment 


A. By no means. 


Q. Whether you had any Reaſon to believe, that either of the Begums were diſaffeed, or enter- 
tained hoſtile Deſigns towards the Britiſh Government ? | | 
A. I never heard fo. 


Q. Nor were diſaffected? 
A. Not while I was there. 


Q. Do you not think, or have you not Reaſon to know, that the Begums depended upon the Bri- 
tiſh Government, and looked to them for Protection, and treated with you accordingly, as Reſident ? 

A. I never had any Negotiation with the Begums at all ; but from what paſſed with Mr, 2 
ton, I have no Doubt but they looked to the Government for Protection. 


* They looked to the Government for Protection? 
. have no Doubt of it. 


Q. Whether you conſidered yourſelf as in the Confidence of Mr. Haſtings, and in the Secrets 
of the Britiſh Government, while you were Reſident at Lucknow ? 
A. From what Judgment I could form, I belieye I was nor. 


Q. Had you an Aſſiſtant Reſident there? 
A. I had. 


Q. Who was he? 
A. Mr. Bathurſt. 


Q. Whether you have any Reaſon to think Mr. Bathurſt had his Confidence? 
A. I really cannot tell; I do not think he had. 


Q. Whether there were any other Gentlemen Aſſiſtants in the Reſident's Office ** ? 
A. There were Two more, 


Q. Who were they ? 
A. Mr. Hill and Mr. Holt. 


Q. In what Character was Mr. Richard Johnſon there? 
A, He went up with Sir Eyre Coote, in his Family. 


Q. In what Light did you conſider Mr. 1 Oi there; as Aſſiſtant to you in the Goyernment, 
or as a Spy upon you ? Was he in the * oe Office at all ? 2 
He 


1 
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A. He was not at that Time. 
Q. In what Light did you conſider Mr. Johnſon's being there? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to the Witneſs's Opinion. 


The Houſe obſerved, that the Witneſs had ſaid he went up in Sir . Coote' $ 
Family; the proper Queſtion to put therefore was, 


Whether he was there in any other Character? 
A: I do not know of any other Character he had, at that Time. 


Q Had he any other Character? 
. He had not, at that Time. 


Q. (by the Managers.) For what Purpoſe do you imagine 10 was there? 
A. I have ſaid, he was there in Sir Eyre Coote's Family. 


Q. Whether he did not interfere in the Government, in the Affairs of your Miſſion ? 


A. Mr. Johnſon had frequent Conferences with the Nabob's eren and 1 e con- 
ſidered that as an Interference with my Office. 


Q. Did Mr. Johnſon communicate to you the Subject of thoſe Dae 
A. He did not. 


Q. (by the Counſel. ) Whether Mr. . at the Time you „ of, was not in Sir Eyre 
Coote's Family at Lucknow ? 


A. I mentioned he went up in that Family. 


'Q. You have been aſked, Whether you obſerved any Inſtance of the Begums diſturbing the 


Nabob's Government; I wiſh to know whether you returned into the Country of Oude at any 
Time after the End of 1780 ? 


A. Never. 


Q. You have been aſked, whether the Nabob had ever expreſſed any Apprehenſion reſpecting 
the Power-and Authority of the Jagheerdars in his Country; I wiſh to know whether you recollect 
writing a Letter, in which there is this Paragraph !—* Though from the natural State of this 
Country, where the Zemindars take the immediate Advantage of every Relaxation in the Govern- 
ment, and continually avail themſclves of the Removal of the Forces from their Diſtricts, by 


raiſing Troops of their own, building Forts, and e their Rents; Do you recollect 
ever having made a Repreſentation to that Effect? | 
A. No Doubt I did. 


Q. Do you know that the Nature and Extent of the Power and Authority of the W 


was ſuch as to give them an Opportunity, if they pleaſed, of making any Diſturbance in the Govern- 
ment of Oude? 


A. No Doubt, where large Sums of Money can be raiſed, People may raiſe Troops; but I did 
not hear there was any ſuch Intention at that Time. 


Q. The = ueſtion was not about Intention; I will make it intelligible to you if I can: What 
Gar of Troops were kept up by the Begums or the other Jagheerdars, do you know that ? 
A. No, for the Jagheerdars are exempted from the Inveſtigation of the Affairs of Government; 


and as they pay nothing to Government, they can have no reaſon to be in Contention with the 
Government, reſpecting any thing to pay them. 


Q. Not being reſponſible to Government, they can have no Diſpute with them, about what they 
are to pay ? 


A. No. 


Q. And you do not know, what Number of Troops are kept up by any of thoſe Jagheerdars ? 
A. No. 


Q Do you know of any other Means of their raifing a Diſturbance in the Government there ? 
. No other, than by having Sums of Money at their Diſpoſal. 


© Whether the Circumſtance of their being exempt from the Authority of Government 
prevents their being able to deſtroy that Government ? 


A. I did not ſay they were exempt from the Authority of Government. 
Q. Do you know whether the Grants of the Jaghires are in Writing, or at the Pleaſure of the 
Prince, by Parole ? 


A. I underſtand they are always given by 3 under the Signature of the Prince; there is 
ſome Mark he makes, I forget the Mark. | 


Q. I wiſh to know whether you ever ſaw any of thoſe Inſtruments with the Mark you 
mention ? 


1 1 think I have ; but J cannot at this Time deſcribe it. 


Q. But 
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. But you take tous! 80 be Grants in Writing ? 
A. Yes. 


'Q. Is wares any Difference, i in point of Fe orm, between the 1 7 to a Perſon of high 
Rank and Authority, and the Jagheers you to one of inferior Rank | 
A. I do not know. | 


Q. The Witneſs was examined to a Liter written by the Nabob, which, I think; he ſaid, he con- 
ceived to be a true Repreſentation ;-I would wiſh to know from the Witneſs, whether he meant to 
repreſent, that the Whole of that Letter is to be taken literally as true, and particularly this Paſ- 
ſage in which the Nabob ſays, If the Council has directed you to attach them, do it: In the 
« Country no further Reſources, remain. I have no Means, becauſe I have not the Means of Sub- 
« ſiſtence (a).“ Do you take that Repreſentation to be true? 

A. I could not doubt but the Nabob muſt have a Subſiſtence in the Country; but he meant 


by that Paſſage to repreſent a great Diſtreſs in his Cennet z that is what " F r of 
it was. | 


Q. Whether you mean, when the Nabob ſays, I am in want of daily Sabliſtence, that at that 
Time he was not living in'a Princely State, as uſual ? f 


A. I think they ſaid he had diſbanded ſome of his Troops, and diſmiſſed ſome of his Servants, | 
at the Time; but he had much the ſame State. 


Q. He had diſmiſſed ſome Troops; to what, Amount ? 
A. I do not know : ſome of both were diſcharged. 


Q. I do not know whether I underſtand the Witneſs, with reſpe& to that Agreement with the 


elder Begum, whether there was any Copy of that in the Reſident” 0 9 before it was _ by 
the' Nabob to Mr. Purling ? 


A. I never ſaw any. 


O. (from a Lord.) If 1 have not miſunderſtood the Witnefs, he ſaid Mr. Johnſon went up in the 
Suite of Sir Eyre Coote ; he afterwards ſaid; that Mr. Johnſon held Conferences with the Mini- 
ſter, which he conſidered as trenching upon his Office as Reſident, and of which Mr. Johnſon gave 
no Account to him. At the Time he held thoſe Conferences, did he conſider Mr. Johnſon as 
being in the Suite of Sir Eyre Coote; did he remain in the Suite of Sir Eyre Coote the whole 
Time he was there ? 


A, He did the whole Time ; he continued in it all the Time he was there. 


Q. Do you know what the Amount of the Savings was, by the Reductions you have ſpoken 
of, of the Troops and the Servants ;- did they amount to 93 Lacks a Year, or any other Sum ? 
a I do not know a Syllable of it. 


Q. (from a Lord.) I think you ſaid you had tranſmitted a Copy of the Agreement with the 
Begums, which Mr. Middleton had ſigned and ſealed, and which was Yeſterday called the Firſt 
A and that you * 3 * and tranſmitted | it to Calcutta? 


05 1 al underſtand you to ſay, you had ranſwiched a Copy of the Wy (NILS with the Na bob, 
ich you alſo underſtood there was Mr. Middleton's Signature and Seal; did you ſend any 
other Copies of any other Inſtrument, which you underſtood to be ſubſiſting Agreements between 
the Nabob and the Begums ? 


A. They were two different Agreements, One between the Nabob and his nn. and 
the other between the Nabob and his Mother. 


Q. Were both thoſe Agreements given you by the Miniſter of the Nabob Ele ih 
A. They were, both. | 


Q. You ſent them both ? 
A. I ſeat them both. 


Q. Were there any other beſides ? a F 


A. No; they were each of them in two Parts : I think there are two Papers of each upon 
Record. 


Q. Each in Two "Ry and conſequently Two Papers of each? 
A. Two Papers of each. 


Q. Did you ſend any other Papers beſides theſe ? 
A. I believe there is a Letter from the Nabob to the Uncle Salar Jung, in which he tells him, 
he will not moleſt him in his Jagheers. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, There was ſuch a Letter as that, but they 
did not inſert it in their Evidence here, becauſe it was not to the preſent Purpoſe. . 


— 


Q. Are 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 491. 
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. Are you aware of a Paper conſidered as a conditional Agreement with the Begum, to obtain 
a Tay from the Nabob in her Favour, that Mr. Middleton tranſacted with her? | 
A. That is One of the Papers I ſent down, with my Obſervations upon it, relative to the Jaghires. 


Q. That being One of the Papers that you tranſmitted to Calcutta—Was it One of thoſe Papers 
that was delivered to you by the Nabob or his Miniſter ? 4 

A. Thoſe Papers were both delivered to me, as a Ground for exempting the Begums from any 
Collection being made upon their Jaghires, | | 


Q. By whom? 
A. By the Miniſter of the Nabob. 


1 So that the conditional Agreement, as well as the other, was delivered to you by the Nabob . 
is 


niſter ? 


A. By his Miniſter. 


Q. Were they delivered as different Papers ? 
A. They were delivered together. 


Q. In your Memory, from the View you had of thoſe Papers, do you know whether Mr. Mid- 
dleton's Signature was to both. Did theſe Copies appear to have the Signature of Mr, Middleton 
and the Nabob, or either of them ? | 6 | | 

A. I do not recolle& whether they had or not. They were ſaid to be under the Signature of the 
Nabob, and the Guarantee of Mr. Middleton; but I don't recolle& ſeeing any Thing elſe. 


Q. Whether you ever heard of that conditional Treaty with the Elder Begum, previous to the 
Communication of that Paper from the Nabob ? x | | | 
A. I might have heard of it a Day or Two before, but I do not recollect it at preſent. 


Q. Do you recollect, in fact, that you did hear of it a Day or Two before? 
A. No; I do not. "ns 


* Q. NR you ever applied to ſee the Original, either of the Agreement, or of the ſubſequent 
reaty | 81 | 
A. I never did. 


Q Whether you did not receive the Treaties from the Nabob as complete Inſtruments ; and 
whether the Nabob did not conſider them as Inſtruments by which he was bound ? 
A. I did. | 


Q. Whether it is uſual in the Reſident's Office in India, that there ſhould be Books of Record 
kept of the Proceedings of that Office ? | 

A. There is a Letter Book; but there is no Appearance in the Letter Book that denoted ſuch a 
Tranſaction to have taken Place. 


Whether thoſe Letters, that were recorded in your Reſident's Office, were tranſmitted alſo to 
Calcutta ? | | 
A. This Letter Book uſually contained the whole Correſpondence of the Reſident to any parti- 
cular Army Stations, or on any other particular Bufineſs. | 


Q. The Queſtion is, whether in that Letter Book, or from any Knowledge you had, there 
were any Traces of this Agreement, between the Nabob and the Begum, to be found? . 
A. I did not ſee any. | 


SS — 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that in Corroboration of the Teſtimony of 
the Witneſs, relative to the Diſtreſs of the Nabob, they would next proceed to read 
Two ſhort Extracts : One an Extract of a Letter from the Nabob, ſtating his Diſtreſs ; 
the other, an Extract of a Letter from Mr. Purling, vouching for the Truth of the 
Circumſtances ſo repreſented by the Nabob. | 


Read, the following Extract of Appendix to a Conſultation, on the 13th of Decem- 
ber 1779, from Book 112, already delivered in, beginning at Page y12 of the ſame 
ook. | | 


« Extract of Tranſlation of a Letter from the Vizier to the Reſident, C. Purling Eſquire, at his 
Court, being an Encloſure in his Letter to the Board, dated Lucknow, 19th November 1779. 


« The Situation of my Affairs reſpecting the preſent Time, I informed Mr. Middleton of, both 
by Writing and Converſation, and I now proceed to lay the Whole before you. 

„During theſe Three Years paſt, the Expence occaſioned by the Troops in Brigade, and others 
commanded by European Officers, has much diſtreſſed the Support of my Houſehold, inſomuch 
that the Allowance made to the Seraglio and Children of the deceaſed Nabob has been reduced to 
One Fourth Part of what it was, upon which they have ſubſiſted, in a very diſtreſſed Manner, for 
theſe Two Years paſt. The Attendants, Writers, Servants, &c. of my Court have W 

8. | ay 


( 497 ) 


Pay for theſe Two Tears; and there is at preſent no Part of the Country that can be allotted to 
the Payment of my Father's private Creditors, whoſe Applications are daily preſſing. upon me. 
All theſe Difficulties I have for theſe Three Years paſt ſtruggled through, and found this Conſo- - 
lation therein, that it was complyihg with the Pleaſure of the Honourable Company, and in the 


Hope that the Supreme Council would make [ from impartial Perſons, into my diſtreſſed 
Situation 5 but I am now forced to a Repreſentation.” 


Read, the following Extract of a ' Conſultation of the 3d of + April 15700 from 
Book 26, already delivered in, beginning at Page 61 of the ſame Book. 


Extract of a Letter from C. Purling Eſquire to the Board. 
« Dated Lucknow, February gth 1780... 

« Our of this Eſtimate I have omitted the Demand for the Donation to the Army, and the Six 
Lacks eſtimated Loſs on the Exchange; for the Nabob declares an utter Impoſſibility to provide 
more Money for the preſent Year 5 and, indeed, the Situation of his Excellenèy's Affairs at this 
Period are ſuch as demand my faichful Repreſentation of them, and a very ſerious Conſidera- 
tion on the Part of your Honourable Board ; and Sir Eyre Coote, who has an Opportunity of 
judging on the Spot, has required it of me as a Point of 7 ndifpenſable Duty. To beenabled to 
provide ſo large a Sum upon the reduced State of his Finances, when half the Year is elapſed, 
and one Harveſt totally deſtroyed for Want of timely Rain, his Excellency is now certainly 
getting rid of a great Part of the Animals he has kept either for his State or for his Diverſion ; 
has reduced Part of his Troops which attended his Perſon ; has diſbanded many of his Battalions 
raiſed for his Collections; has diſcharged a large Number of the Servants of his Houſhold, 
among whom are included many old Attendants of his Family ; and has put an entire Stop to his 
Buildings. Notwithſtanding theſe Retrenchments, his Excellency has been obliged to oP Aſſign- 
- ments upon his Jagheerdars to the Amount of near Fifteen Lacks of Rupees, The Means of 


relieving the Nabob from his preſent Diſtreſs, is by ſuſpending the Demand of the Balance or the 
laſt Year's Account current with the Honourable Company.” 


Q. That is the Repreſentation 157 gave at the Time, upon your Recollection ? 
A. Yes. 


Q oy. you think that Repreſentation to have been correct? 
. Yes. . 


Q. Was the Treaty ſigned by Mr. Briſtow, with the You nger Begum, the ſame Species of Inſtr u- 
ment with that which was ſigned by Mr. Middleton, with the he Elder Begum ? 


A. No; I believe not : But both Treaties are here, and may be read: n will give Informa! 
tion better than I can. | 


The Managers for the Commons kad the Houſe, 5 as they . 
they had laid ſufficient Evidence before the Houſe, reſpecting the Treaty with the 


Elder Begum, they ſhould next call Mr. Middleton to examine him . to the 
Treaty with the Younger Begum. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Eſquire, was accordingly called in, and Ga 
as follows. 


Q. Was you, or was you not, a Second Time at Fyzabad in the Year 1778 i ? 
A. I think I was. 


Q. Have you any Doubt about being there in n the Year 1554 | 
A. I have a Doubt about the exact Time; but not as to being there a Second Time. 


Q. Some Time in the Year 1778 or 1779, or at what Time ? 
A. Some Time thereabouts I was. 


Q. Anſwer as near as you can, whether you was at Fyzabad either in one Year or che other? 
A. I was in the Year 1778, as far as I can recollect. 


3 Whether, the Second Time of your being there in the Your 1778, you ſigned any 
Treaty or Guarantee, of any Kind, with either of the Begums ? 

A. I think, the ſecond Time I was there, the Nabob Vizier was alſo there ; and, according to 
my Recollection, there was ſome Sort of an Agreement between him and the Younger Begum, 
the Bhow Begum, to which it is very likely I gave my Signature. 


Q. Whether, according to your Recollection, you did, or did not, give * Signature to 
Treaty at that Time? 


A. I think I did. It will appear upon the Records if I did : I refer to them, and think, ac- 
TOES my Recollection, I did. ö , 


6 K R Q. Did 
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Q Did you tranſmit that Treaty, the Original, or a Copy of it, to the Governor General and 
Council at Calcutta ? 
A. I ſhould apprehend I did ; but I beg Leave to refer to the Records. 


R Q. Whether you had not Authority or Sanction from Mr. Haſtings, for executing and bgning 
that Treaty: | | 

A. The Bhow Begum was always conſidered to be under the immediate Protection of the 
Company, therefore any Negociation between. her and the Nabob, to which I became a Party, I 
conceive I was authoriſed in, from the ſeveral Inſtructions of the Company. I do not recolle& I 
had any expreſs Orders for the Act to which I am now alluding, 


Q. Had you any Communication with Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject of this Treaty, which, 
according to your Recollection, you had ſigned, after you had ſigned it? 
A. I do not believe I had. 5 | 


J Q. Did you not apply to the Secret Committee, ſince your Examination Yeſterday, for Permiſ- 
ſion to refreſh your Memory, by looking at the Books of your whole Correſpondence while at 
Lucknow ; 

A. I did. | x 


Q. Have you been employed in looking over thoſe Books this Morning? | : 
A. For about Ten Minutes I was. | . 


Q. At what Time was you informed the Books would be ready for you ? ; 
A. Mr. White called upon me laſt Night, to ſay I might inſpect the Books any Time this 
Morning. The Note was left at my Houſe when I was not at Home. | 

Q. When did you receive the Note ? 

A. I received it laſt Night, but was not at Home when it came, 

Q Have you inſpected them, ſo as to receive all the Information from them that you want, upon 
this Subject of the Treaty? - | 

A. The Purpoſe of my Reference to the Books of Correſpondence was, to give your Lordſhips a 


more perfect Account of the Treaty with the Elder Begum than I was able to give Yeſterday, and 
my Reſearches were entirely confined to the Letters upon that Subject. 


Q. Had you a ſufficient Opportunity to refreſh your Memory upon that Subject ? 
A. As far as the Correſpondence would ſerve to refreſh my Memory, I have. 


Was you not examined to this Subject alſo Yeſterday, and a Letter from the Bhow Begum 

| relating to the Treaty read to you? : : 3 EP 55 

A. f recollect a Letter being ſhewn to me from the Bhow Begum, which, I underſtood from the 
Honourable Managers, referred to the Elder Begum. 


Q. Whether you have adverted to that Letter, and to a Letter from Mr. Haſtings upon the 
ſame Subject, To- day? | | 

A. I have no Copy of that Letter from the Bow Begum. 

Q. Have you read that Letter To-day ? | 

A. No, I have not. | 


Q. Have you read a Letter from Mr. Haſtings upon the ſame Subject To-day ? | 
A. I have read a Letter, in my Books of Correſpondence, from Mr. Haſtings in his official 
Capacity of Governor General, upon this Subject. | 


Q. Upon the Subject of all the Treaties ? TEL PID: 
A. Upon this Subject of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the Nabob and the Begums, to which 
the Engliſh were Security. 


Q. Whether the Begum did not conſider the obtaining your Signature to the new Treaty in 
1778, as an additional Security to her ? 

A. No Doubt ſhe did. I believe it will be found the additional Treaty contains ſome addition 
8 which were not mentioned, and Stipulations which are not expreſſed, in the original 

reaty. | = - 


.Q. The Treaty of October 1778, you mean ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. It contains other Articles than you mentioned before? 
A. Yes; other Articles and Stipulations not mentioned in the original Treaty; I believe it does; 
I have no Copy of the Treaty. | 5 


Q. Do you recollect whether you ſigned this Treaty? 
A. To the beſt of my Belief I did ſign it. 


[ 
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Q. Do you remember whether the Elder Begum js not mentianed in that Treaty? 

- A. I do not recollect whether ſhe is or not; I beg Leave to refer to the Treaax. 
Q. Whether you conſidered that Treaty as binding upon you, and upon the Government of 


of If it was ſanctioned by the Governor General and Council, I certainly ſhould ; I am not 
N — rey Fact: But had it been ſanctioned by the Governor General and Council, I moſt cer- 
tainly ſhould: £ | 


Q. The Queſtion is, Whether you, in your future Proceedings, treated, and conſidered and acted 
upon that as a binding Engagement, conſequently as a Sanction, or not t e | 
A. Certainly it depends upon the Terms of my Signature; - poſſibly it might be only to exert my 
Influence with the Nabob, upon all Occaſions in which he ſhould attempt to infringe the Rights of 
the Begums. | | | | | 
Do you, or not, recolle& whether, in your ſubſequent Dealings with the Begums, that Trea 
nn by you as a ſubſiſting and beading 2 * | th be 
A. Yes; I ſhould think it was, 


Q. You think it was ? x 
A. I think it was. 


Q. Did you conſider this as a regular, ſolemn Engagement, the Treaty of October 1798 ? 
A. Certainly, F etetlin, 4 - a] | 1550 755 . 
Q. Do you know whether this Treaty had any Date ? 

A. I do not recollect, but I ſhould imagine it had. ; 


. Whether you recollect, or have as good Reaſon to believe that this Treaty had a Date, as that 
the Treaty with the Elder Begum was without a Date ? Have you any Reaſon to believe upon that 
Subject either this Way or that? 


A. I know it is uſual to date Treatiesz what I ſaid reſpecting the Treaty with the Elder Begum 
| Yeſterday, I took from the Book. | | x Pup 8 Begu 


Have you ſeen this Treaty upon the Book ? 

* No, I have not. | 

W Witneſs ſaid, he knew of no Inſtance of a regular Agreement being wichout a Date; 
the Witneſs has now ſhewn, that it was without a Date. | | 

A. I ſpoke from my own Knowledge; no Inſtance had come to my Knowledge of a Treaty 
without a Date. 1 11 | 

Q. Do you recollect any now? 

A. None. | | | ; 

Q. What are the Circumſtances, which enabled you to recolle& ſo much reſpecting this 
Treaty in October 1778, with the Bhow mz, and which did not lead yau to recotlect any 
Thing of the Negociations of the Nabob with the Elder Begum ? | | 

A. I have nat & very perfect Recollection of that Treaty with the Bhow Begum ; 1 have only a 

neral Recollection, that it was to terminate ſome 2 upon new Matters that had occurred 

tween the Nabob and the Begum, which could not have been Matter of Diſpute, if they had 
been inſerted in the original Treaty. | 


The Counſel for the Defendant requeſted, before any new Examination was gone 
into, that the Treaty might be put into the Hands of the Witneſs, that he might be 
able, from the Inſpection of it, and his Recollection, to give a better Account of it. 


The Houſe obſerved, that the'Witneſs had been examined to the whole Progreſs of 
the Treaty, before he was ſh the Treaty ; therefore, if there were any pa cular 
Circumſtances relative to that Tranſaction, upon which it might be explained, it 
was fit he ſhould ſee the Treaty, to have an Opportunity of refreſhing his Me- 
mory.. F e ng bY 
" The Treaty was ſhewn to the Witneſs ; and the following Queſtion was put to 

m. | 

Q. You have been underſtood to ſay, you have had an Opportunity of looking into ſome 
Books? What Books were they; do yeu recollect them? | 

A. They were Letter Books ; Letters of Correſpondence. 


Q. Was it your Letter Book, or a publick Letter Book ? | 
A. A publick Letter Book ; my own publick Letters to Government. RA 
Q. Having had that Opportunity, is there any Explanation you are deſirous to give to the 
Houſe further, of the Depoſition you made Yeſterday ? 4 
5 
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A.I examined the Books for that Purpoſe to refreſh my Memory, to endeavour to give your 
Lordſhips a more perfect Account than I could Yeſterday. | | 


Q. What is the Account you would now give ? 212 
A. I found the ſeveral Letters read by the Honourable Managers in the Courſe of this Pro- 
ſecution: I found alſo one from the Board, in which they declined giving me any Authority for 


concluding the Treaty with the Elder Begum ; aſſigning their Reaſons for it: I alſo found a 
Letter from myſelf to the Governor General and Council, mentioning, that the Nabob- Vizier had 
refuſed poſitively to ratify the Agreement with the Elder Begum. That is all that appears upon 
the Correſpondence, with reſſ to the Matter. I am, however, inclined to believe, that the 
Agreement was entered into and ſigned by the Nabob and the Elder Begum; and, I think, it is 
very probable (I ſpeak from Probability only, without the ſmalleſt Recollection of the Fact), it is 
very probable I did give my Signature to it: l 5 from Probability, not from any Recol- 
lection I have now of the Matter, more than I had Yeſterday. | 
1 Q Is 7a the Whole of the Explanation you mean to give, of the Evidence that you delivered. 
eſterday 85 | 4 5 „i elne ty ; 
A. That is all that I am able to give. | TI 


The Managers for the Commons obſerved, That the Witneſs had mentioned hav- 
ing received a Letter from the Board, refuſing to become Guarantee for the Elder 
Begum : That they denied that Letter to be any Authority from the Board; and 
deſired it might be now read. But Firſt it would be neceſſary to read Mr. Middletan's 
Letter. 1000 8 


Read, from Book 56, already delivered in, Extract of a Conſultation of the 
gth February 1778, — at Page 437 of the ſame Book. | | 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, | ä | 

« had the Honour to addreſs you under Date the 25th inſtant, ung you with the Subſtance 
of the Converſations which had paſſed between the Old Begum and myſelf on the Subject of her 
propoſed Expedition to Korbilla, I now do myſelf the Pleaſure to forward you a Tranſlate of a 
Writing ſhe had preſented to me, containing her ſeveral Requiſitions and Claims, which ſhe expects 
ſhall be complied with and guaranteed to her by the Company; ſo that it may not be in the 
Power of the Nabob at his Pleaſure to annul any of the Conditions, or deviate from any of the 
Proviſions therein ſpecified. That the Honourable Board may be clearly informed of the Nature 
and Propriety of the Begum's Expectations, I have ſubjoined ſhort explanatory Obſervations 
to each ſeparate Article; and if the Honourable Board ſhall be pleaſed to conſider them after in 


the Light it appears to me, I hope to be favoured with their Permiſſion to ſanctify the Agreement 


in the Manner the Begum requires, in my Publick Character. I have referred the Subject to the 
Nabob for his Conſideration and Approval; but I have little Expectation that he will of his own 
Accord acquieſce in the Begum's Propoſitions, however moderate and reaſonable they may appear; 
and if he ſhould, his Aſſent alone, without the Ratification and Guarantee of the Engliſh, will 
not be accepted as any kind of Security by the m, If however his Excellency approves of 
theſe Propoſitions, and gives them the Sanction of his Signature, I apprehend there will be no 
Impropriety in my becoming a Surety for their Performance; in which Caſe, the direct Interpoſi- 
tion of the Honourable Board will not be neceſſary ; but if, on the contrary, he ſhould refuſe his 
Concurrence, I beg Leave, with humble Submiſſion, to ſuggeſt the Neceſlity of an immediate 
Exertion of their Influence to ſecure the Begum, whatever they may be pleaſed to conſider her 
undiſputed Rights; when I doubt not I ſhould be able to prevail upon her to relinquiſh her De- 
ſign of a Pilgrimage to Korbulla altogether, though ſhe at preſent declares her Intention of pro- 
ſecuting it at the Expiration of T'wo or Three Months, even _— her Requiſitions are com- 
plied with. Indeed I have great Reaſon to believe ſhe has no ſerious Intention of undertaking ſo 
arduous a Taſk, and that her View is only to withdraw herſelf from theſe Dominions, where the 
Treatment of her Grandfon ſeems to have rendered her Reſidence diſguſting and irkſome to her, 
and to accept of an honourable Retreat, which I am informed has been offered her, for herſelf 
and Family, both by the King and Nudjiff Cawn. I am the more confirmed in this Belief, from 
her extraordinary Partiality to a young Man, who ſhe has bred up from a Child, and adopted 
as her Son, and who ſhe means ſhall inherit the Reſidue of whatever ſhe may be poſſeſſed of, after 
deducting from it what ſhe may conſider an adequate Proviſion for her own Family, and immediate 
Dependants ; which Intention ſhe thinks ſhe cannot ſo well execute in this Country, as the Vizier, 
no doubt, conſiders himſelf the legal Heir to her Property, and if unreſtrained, I am certain, 
would pay very little Attention to any previous Diſpoſition ſhe might make of it. I form this 
latter Opinion upon ſome late Declaration which the Nabob has made, importing, that if the 
Begum was bent upon abandoning his Dominions, in Oppoſition to his Will, it was his Determi- 
nation that ſhe ſhould not carry more with her than her Wearing Apparel. | | 
| * have, &c. | a 8 
„ Fayzabad, (Signed) N. Middleton, | 
27th January 1778. | _ Reſident at the Vizier's Court,” 


Then 
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Then the Witneſs was aſked, = . 10 
Q. Did you refer to a Letter from the Board as a Foundation for ſurmiſing that this Guarantee 


was not ratified ? 
A. Yes. | „ 
Q. What is the Date of the Letter from the Board? 
A. It is dated the 23d of March 1778. 


The Houſe directed that Letter to be read. | 5 
Read, Extract of a Conſultation of the 142 1778, from Book 75 already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 5 of the ſame Book. | 
[+ We have duly conſidered your Letters of the 25th and 27th January, ad and 3d February, 
* the Subject of t . and Requiſitions of Jo Old Be um and Bow Beg oo 214 
We can have no Right to interfere between the Vizier and his Relations or Subjects, for the 
Redreſs of any Grievances which they may ſuſtain from him, except by Remonſtrance, or in Cafes 
that we ſhall deem of a Nature ſo groſs and enormous as to caſt a Reproach on the Company, and 
to involve and affect the Dignity of the Britiſh Name, by withdrawing ourſelves from ſuch a dif 
honourable Connection; we muſt therefore decline giving you Authority at preſent to inſiſt on the 
Nabob's immediate Reſtitution of the Property claimed by the Old Begum, and by the Family of 
the Nabob Sheer Jung, deceaſed ; but as we approve of the Means you have taken to conciliate 
the Differences that have ariſen with the former, and diſſuade the Nabob from the Act of Oppreſſion 
which he intended to commit on the Eſtate of the latter, we deſire you will repeat yolr Wed. 
ſtrances to the Vizier on both theſe Points in the Name of this Government; repreſenting to him 
the Conſequences of ſuch an arbitrary Proceeding z the Reproach to which his Honour and Repu- 
tation, as well as ours, from being connected with him, will be expoſed by ſuch Acts of Cruelty 
and Injuſtice; and the Right, which we derive from the Nature of our Alliance with him, to 
expect that he will pay a Deference to our Remonſtrances. | | TY 
« If he ſhall perſiſt in his Refuſal after this to agree to any reaſonable Terms, you are to take no 
further Steps till you have adviſed us thereof, and of every Circumſtance attending it, that we 
may give you our final Orders for your Guidance. ] {2-1 i | | 
8 05 Having given the Old Begum ſuch a Proof of our Deſire to aſſiſt her, and to obtain Security 
« for her in her preſent Situation, we hope ſhe will be ſatisfied to continue where ſhe is, as we can 
„ by no Means encourage her Wiſh to remove with her perſonal Wealth from the Nabob's Do- 
« minions. | | | 
Wich reſpect to the Bow Begum, her Grievances come before us on a very different Footing z + 
« he is entitled to our Protection by an Act not ſought by us, but ſolicited by the Nabob him- 
« ſelf, and granted in Compliance with his and her Requeſt z we therefore impower and dire& 
« you to afford your Support and Protection to her in the due Maintenance of all the Rights ſhe 
% poſſeſſes in virtue of the Treaty ex:cuted between her and her Son, under the Guarantee of 
« the Company, and againſt every Attempt that may be, directly or indirectly, made to infringe 
« them: At the ſame I ime, that we recommend the greateſt Delicacy to you in every Caſe of 
« this Nature, we deſire that. you will act with Firmneſs and Reſolution, and, as far as you can, 
« with Effect.“) ! Fore: 
Then the Witneſs was aſked ; | | | 
Did you proceed, upon that Letter, with the Elder Begum, updfi the Notion of its being, or 
hs * þ Ratification of any Agreement made between her and the Nabob, and guaranteed. 


by the Company ?. 
A. I do not recollect J did, 


/ 


« And the ſaid Warren Haſtings does not know or believe, that any other Interferences, 
Powers, or Authorities, were made, given, granted, or confirmed, by the ſaid Governor General, and 
the ſaid Council, for the Purpoſe aforeſaid : And he denies that any Guarantee. of the Britiſh 
Nation, or any Guarantee of any Kind whatever, was, by the Reſident, under the Authority of 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ever pledged to the ſaid Elder Begum for her Protection.“ 


Q. (from a Lord). What do you underſtand by the Words of the Council “ approving of 
the Means you had uſed ?” | EDT ; . * 

A. The Step I had taken in going to Fyzabad, to endeavour to reconcile the Diſputes be- | 
tween the Nabob and his Mother and Grandmother, | 


OO EE SI Q. Did 


( $502 ) 


Q. Did not the Nabob, at the Time of executing the Treaty of 1775, where ſhe gave 56 
Lacks, in Lieu of all Demands made upon her, give her a Coulnama, as a Pledge upon that 
Occaſion ? 9 A 


A. I underſtood he did. 


Q. Was that Coulnama tranſmitted to Calcutta, or any Copy of it? 
A. I was not at Lucknow at that Time. | 


Q. (by Manager.) Where was you in March and April 1780 ? | 
A. I was at Calcutta, or ſomewhere very near it. * 


Q. Did Mr. Haſtings demand any -Explanation from you at that Time with reſpect to the 
Treaty tranſmitted by Mr. Purling ? | þ | 

A. No. IT | 
Q (9 4 Lord.) With regard to your Proceeding ſubſequent to the Receipt of the Letter from the 
wiſh to know whether you did ſignify to either of the Parties, namely, to the Begums or 


either of them, or to the Nabob, that the Company would not guarantee the Agreement between them ? 
A. I don't remember that I made any Communication of that Sort. | 


'The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would now proceed to 


examine the Witneſs upon the other Heads of Evidence. 


Q. Whether, during any Part of the Year 1778, you ſaw or knew of any Diſaffection or hoſtile 
T0009 4 the Begums towards the Britiſh Government? 
A. I did not. | 


Whether you did not uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to perſuade the Elder Begum to forego 
ons of quitting the Nabob's Dominions ? ig ih 
A. I certainly did. 
Q. Whether the Begums did not conceive they had many powerful Enemies at the Nabob's Court ? 
A. I do not recollect they made me acquainted with their Conceptions. 


8 Did they make any Complaints to you of the Treatment which they received, either from 
the Nabob, or any of his Servants, or Perſons employed in his Government? 
A. To the beſt of my Recollection, they complained of Interference with their Right by diffe- 


* 


rent People of the Nabob's Government —of occaſional Interferences. . 


Whether or not you underſtood them as looking to the Britiſh Government for Support and 


Q. | 
wha a1 5 they made thoſe Repreſentations to you, with what View did you ſuppoſe they 
made them 


A. To get them redreſſed. 


Q. That is, to you as Britiſh Reſident ? | 
A. Yes, to uſe my Influence with the Vizier to get them redreſſed, 


Q Whether they addreſſed themſelves to you to uſe your Influence which your being Reſident 
for the Britiſh Government gave you with the Vizier, or did you underſtand them to apply to you 
with a View of going to your own Government for further Aſſiſtance ? : h 
A. I conceive they meant I ſhould uſe my Influence to procure this Redreſs, both with the 
Vizier and my own Government. 


Q. Did you know of any other Power or Connection in India, to which the Begums looked 
with greater Confidence than to the Britiſh Government, to afford them Protection:? NF 
A. No, I did not, at that Time. SH 


Q. (by a Lord.) I wiſh to aſk, as to the Time when you ſigned this Treaty between the Nabob 
and the Begum, whether it was before or after the Receipt of the Letter from the Board ? 
A. May I aſk, with which Begum ? 


Q. The Elder? | 
A. I have informed your Lordſhips, I do not recolle& poſitively ſigning that Treaty at all. 


Q. Whether the Tranſaction of that Treaty, ſuch as it was, was before or after the 23d of Mar 
A: I think it muſt have been after that Letter, if I did ſign it. en 


Q. (from a Lord.) How came you to ſign the Treaty after that Letter, underſtanding it as you 
underſtand it ?—or did you fign it? | | 

A. I am not certain I did ſign it: If I did, I ſaid before, it was probably as pledging myſelf to 
uſe my Influence with the Nabob, as far as I could, to prevent bis — nk. 1 4 ; 
2 = as looking upon myſelf as having any Authority from the Government under which 1 


Q. I deſire 


( 5093 Y 


Q. I deſire to know, whether you did not, upon another Occaſion, declare that if you had 
ſigned ſuch a Paper, you muſt have had an Authority for it? POET. Ms | 

A. If I figned it as a Guarantee upon the Behalf of the Company, I do take it for granted I 
muſt have had an Authority for it. | ry, $603 


Q. Whether you made uſe at that Time of any ſuch Qualification? 
A. I don't recolle& I did. 5 ROT 


Q. Whether, having excuſed yourſelf upon the Weakneſs and Imperfections of your Memory, 
your Want of the Power of reſorting to Materials, and the Length of Time that has paſſed 
ſince thoſe Tranſactions, you did not, early laſt December 1787, apply to a Member of the Secret 
Committee for Leave to inſpect your Books of Correſpondence? {> © | 


A. Yes, I did. Jl TP 
Q. Whether, in conſequence of that Application, the Committee did not order that you ſhould 
e Copies from, your Books of Correſpondence, laid 


be permitted to have Acceſs to, and to t 


before the Committee the laſt Seſſions, upon the Impeachment of Mr, Haſtings, and left at the 
India Houſe ? | UE : 


A. They gave me Permiſſion to inſpect them as far as I found neceſſary. 


Q. Did they give you Permiſſion to take Copies ? : 
A. I do not recolle& whether the Permiſſion expreſſed that ; but I imagine it did. 


. Whether you did not know that an Impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings was ing in FO 
Hou: of Commons, in which thoſe Treaties were charged as exiſting? _ 11 EY 


A. I heard there was an Impeachment depending betore the Houſe of Commons, but I cannot 
ſay I remember particularly the Articles of it. | | 


Q. The Queſtion is, Whether you remember that one of the Articles turned upon the Exiſtence 
of the Treaty with the Elder Begum, or not ? : 
A. Not that it turned upon the Exiſtence of the Treaty with the Elder Begum; but with the 
Younger Begum, certainly. | | 


Q. Whether you were not employed in drawing up or furniſhing Materials for an Anſwer to 
that very Charge ? IE | 

A. I believe I informed your Lordſhips Yeſterday, that I did furniſh ſome Materials to Major 
Scott reſpecting that Article of the Charge. 4 | | 


Q. Do you remember whether any of the Materials related to this particular Point of the 
Treaty with'the Elder Begum in that Article of the Charge ? | 


A. I do not recollect particularly; but I take it for granted they did. 


Q. (from a Lord.) Whether you have ever read that Article of the Charge ? 
A. Yes, I have. & 


Q. (from a Manager.) Was you conſulted upon drawing any Part of Mr. Haſtings's Defence 
as preſented to the Houſe of Lords. 147 5 5 

| do not recollect I was; I informed your Lordſhips that I was occaſionally at Drapers 
Hall, and that the firſt Time I went there was by Accident. I think it neceſſary to confirm that 
Declaration to your Lordſhips, and to inform you how it aroſe: the Occaſion of my Viſit there 
was from a Note that came from Major Scott (Mr. Haſtings at this Time was not in London, but 
in Scotland) Major Scott informed me that Mr. Haſtings's Buſineſs was going on at Drapers 
Hall—that they were preparing for the Trial at Drapers Hall, and whenever I went into the City 
he wiſhed me to call in there—The firſt Time I did go into the City I did call in, as he had de- 
fired, at Drapers Hall. | 


Q. (by the Managers.) Whether a Viſit in conſequence of a written Appointment and Note, is 
your Idea of an accidental Calling ? Whether that was the Idea you meant to convey of an acci- 
- dental Calling by a Note from Major Scott informing you that Mr. Haſtings's Buſineſs was going 
A. Yes; it requeſting I would eall in whenever I went into the City. 

Q. That was what you meant by an accidental Calling ? 

A. Yes. i a 25 0 1 a 

Q. How ſoon was your firſt Viſit into the City after you received that Note from Major Scott ? 
A. I do not recollect, but I think it was ſome Days after. | b | 


Q. Whether you do not know that Major Scott was the profeſſed Agent of Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I did not know that he was the profeſſed Agent of Mr. Haſtings; I knew he was a Friend 
of Mr. Haſtings, and attended there to aſſiſt Mr. Haſtings's Buſineſs all in his Power. 


Q. Whether you do not know that Major Scott came over from India to be the Agent of Mr. 
Haſtings in England ? | A. I ha 
. 4 have 


'mons? 
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A. I have heard ſo; but I ſuppoſe, of courſe, Major Scott's Agency ceaſed upon Mr. Haſlings's | 
own Arrival in England. | - + | | 


Q. Whether the Witneſs did not go to Drapers Hall with Mr. Scott the firſt Time ? 
A. I do not believe I did, but I cannot ſay poſitively I do not believe I did, 


Q. I underſtand Mr. Smith has a Houſe at Drapers Hall ? 
A. Yes, 


. Helives there ? 
* es. 


Q. Did you go to his Houſe? 
A. Tes. 


Q. And who did you inquire for? — | 
A. I generally inquired for Major Scott. | 


Q. When you went to Mr. Smith's at Drapers Hall, did the Converſation, or not, turn upon 
the Subject of this Charge at any of the Times ? 
A. No doubt, it did every Time I went there. 


Q. How did it happen, that frequently converſing upon this important Subject, which was a 
Matter of Charge before this Court, you never took any Means of refreſhing your Memory till 
this Morning? Did you take any Means to refreſh your Memory till this Morning ? 4 

A. I do not recollect particularly; I ſaw all the Papers and Books from Time to Time, with 


_ reſpect to this Buſineſs, at Drapers Hall. 


Q. (from Counſel.) With regard to the Books you have mentioned, whether they were public or 
private Letters which the Honourable Committee took under their Charge? SO 
A. They were Copies of public Letters, I believe. | 


Q. Were thoſe Copies of Letters that were before the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 


| Copies that were made by you, or who were they made by ? 


They were made by me, or by Perſons employed by me. 


Q. Do they alſo appear upon the Bengal Conſultations ? 
A. I believe they do. 


Q. Whether the Books were the Property of the Eaſt India Company, or your own Books : 
Were they Copies for your own Uſe, or for publick Authority ? 
A. Copies taken for my own Uſe. 


Q. How came you diſpoſſeſſed of them ? 2 
* oy were produced by me to the Committee of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, who de- 
tained them. | | 


Q. Do you mean the Committee of Managers, or the Committee of the whole Houſe of Com- 


A. The Committee of the whole Houſe. 


Q. Were they depoſited with the Committee of the whole Houſe at your Deſire, or by the Au- 
thority of the Houſe ? ; 755 
A. I was required by the Houſe to bring them, which I complied with, and they were left there. 


Qi Did you deſire to have them back? 
A. Not formally. 


The Counſel for the Defendant acquainted the Houſe, that as they underſtood the 
Witneſs was to be called again by the Managers for the Commons, they would defer 
their Examination of him till ſuch Time as the Examination on the Part of the Ma- 
nagers for the Commons was fully cloſed. | 


Q. (by the Managers.) Whether the Witneſs had any Acceſs to thoſe Papers while they continued 
in the Cuſtody of the Houſe of Commons, and whether he had not Permiſſion to examine them? 

A. I have already informed your Lordſhips I had ſuch Permiſſion from the Houſe of Com- 
mons. | | 


Q. Whether you had not Acceſs to them previous to the Time of their being referred to. the 
Committee of the Managers upon this Impeachment ? 

A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay when they were referred to the Committee of the Managers; upon 
my firſt Application, Mr. Burke, One of the Honourable Managers, gave me Permiſſion to have 
Accels to them whenever I pleaſed, | | | 


7 ; 
Q. Whether 


( 305 


Whether had not Acceſs to 8 whilſt wete-i in the Cuſtod of the Clerk who keeps 
0 B. pers of 8 of the Whole Houſe? * p we 


A. 1 | had Acceſs to them. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 147 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they had now cloſed 
their Evidence, ſo far as it related to the Rights of the Begums, and the Guarantee of the 
Company ; and they ſhould now proceed to the Infractions of thoſe Rights: For the 
— 9 3 of which it would be gags uſly to explain the prelimi- 

and whole Conduct of Mr. Haſtin * reſpect to the Nomination of 


Mr. N Niildheten to be the Reſident, and in fa hi private 2 confidential N 
the Nabob's Court at Lucknow. . 8 


Then Mr. Hudſon, being again called in, produced Book 106, intituled, 06 Bengal 
Secret Conſultations, from the 25th October to the 28th December 1774.” 


Read, 1 nr of a Conſultation of the 25th October 4 * 
of the id 5 774, beginning ge 39 


* 4 Fort William, the 25th Oftober ""_ 
At a Council; oem 
« The Honoorable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
| Lieutenant General John Claveritig, 
The Honourable George Monſon, 
Richard Barwell, 
Philip Francis, Edquires. 


« The Board proceed to the Conſideration of that Part which reſpects the Political State of 
Affairs in India. 


« Read the General Letters of laſt Year to the Court of Directors as far as relate to the Treaty 
of Benaras and the Rohilla Expedition. 


« Read the Treaty of Banaras, and the Vizier's Requiſition for the March of the Brigade. 
Read the Governor's Report on his Return to Banaras. 
| « The Commander in Chief propoſes, that the Governor General be defired to lay before the 
Board his original Correſpondence with the Reſident at the Vizier's Court, and with Colonel Cham- 
pion commanding the Troops acting in Conjunction with the Army of the Vizier. _ . 
„The Governor obſerves on this Propoſition, that he will lay before the Board all ſuch Ex- 
tracts of the Reſident's and Colonel Champion's Letters as regard the Conduct of Public Affairs; 
but as they may contain many Things in the Courſe of a free and perſonal Communication, which 
might not be proper for a public Record, and as he believes that many of them do contain ſuch, he 
begs leave to decline laying the original Letters, or the Whole of the Correſpondence, before the Board. 
« The General, in Reply to the Governor, offers the following for the Conſideration of the Board. 
« In order that the Board may judge of the Nature and Extent of the Engagements which have 
been contracted with Suja Dowla, and how far they have been fulfilled by the taking of Putter- 
gur, and by the entire Reduction of the Rohillah Country, and with a View to our 12323 che 
40 Lacks of Rupees ſtipulated by thoſe Engagements, and conſequently whether it will be 
to ſend an Order for the immediate Recall of the Bri or to leave it there, till Suja — 
pleaſes to ſend it back, it appears abſolytely neceſſary that the Whole of Mr. N. Middleton's 
and Colonel Champion's Correſpondence, which the late Preſident maintained with them, they being 
both employed on a Public Service, ſhould be communicated to this Board; and for the Reaſons 
above ſtated he moves, That the Governor be deſired to lay the Whole of the Correſpondence with 
the Reſident and Colonel Champion, according to his _ Propoſal „ before the Board. 


« The Majority of the Board agree in the $ cn, and A That che Governor 
be deſired to give in the Letters moved for by the . yarns 


„The Governor enters his Diſſent to this Reſolution of 4 — 1 Reaſons which he will 
deliver in Writing To-morrow (a).“ 


_ - " - . +.” - » + $ is # + A. * 


{a) Vide Appendix, N- xxv III. 


6M 1 4116 ae, Ranch * 


(See) 


Read alſo, the following Extract of a Conſultation of 26th October 1774, begin- 
ning at Page 47 of the ſame Book. — — IR 


Fort William, the 26th OQober 1774. 
de At a Council; Preſent, | 
*The Honourable Warren, Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; | 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, . 

T 5 ie te George Monſon, 

Richard Barwell, = +4 e 
Philip Francis, { TI | | 

« The Governor delivers in the Minute in Diſſent to the Reſolution of the Majority of the 
Board Yeſterday, which he then promiſed, as follows. | 

« IT diſſent from the Reſolution of the Board, becauſe 1 do not think the Whole of the Cor. 
reſpondence which the Commander in Chief deſires to have laid before the Board, is neceſſary for 
their Information, and becauſe, as I have already declared, there are ſeveral Parts of Mr, Middle- 
ton's, which comprehend an unreſerved, and confidential Communication of his Opinion, and of 
ſuch Occurrences as he judged neceſſary for my private Information, entered into, and carried on 
by him, on my repeated Aſſurances that I would not reveal any Part of his Correſpondence, 
which might ſubject him to ill Will or-Inconvenience. Rex . 

« That I had a Right to give Mr, Middleton ſuch Aſſurances at the Time I delivered him 
his Inſtructions, cannot be doubted ; and it will be found perfectly conſonant to the Truſt repoſed 
in me by the Adminiſtration. It was the Condition and expreſs Declaration of the Board in his 
Appointment, that he ſhould be my Official Agent in the Maintenance of that Intercourſe with 
the Vizier, which the Honourable Company had committed eſpecially and ſolely to my Charge, 
and for which I alone was reſponſible; ſuch were the Ideas and the Practice, with no Ex- 
ceptions which could invalidate the Rule, of every Adminiſtration in Bengal, from the Year 1757 
to the Diſſolution of the late Government, and I will venture to- appeal to the' Members of the 
laſt Council, whether they did not underſtand that I was allowed to employ the Services of Mr. 
Middleton with the Latitude I have deſcribed. - O75 

If the Latitude allowed to me in the Exerciſe of theſe Conſtitutional Powers by the former 
Adminiſtration, ſhould be deemed under the New Government too extenſive, it depends 
on them to retrench it; but I conceive that Engagements ot whatever Nature contracted by me 
during that Period, underſtood to be conſiſtent with the Rules of the Service, and the Powers 
veſted in me, can loſe no Part of their Obligation'by a Change of Government, If theſe En- 
4 ray were legal, no Power on Earth can authorize me to violate them; much leſs ſhall I 

ubmit to an ex poſt facto Law of ſo ſudden Formation: if they were not legal, I ſhall patiently 
ſubmit to the Cenſure of thoſe to whom only I am accountable. ; 

« I muſt be permitted further to obſerve, That to me the whole Proceeding in this Buſineſs 
carries the Air of an Inquiſition into my perſonal Conduct, in my Negociations with the Vuzir. 
After having ſolemnly declared to the Board, that 1 would lay before them every Part of the Cor- 
reſpondence required, Which could give any Information upon Public Affairs; without waiting 
for this Communication, without knowing whether it would furniſh them with every Light 
that could be deſired, or whether any Chaſm would be found in the Intelligence, for want of the 
Reſt of the Correſpondence, they arbitrarily reſolve, That I ſhould expoſe to them all the Minutiæ 
of a confidential Correſpondence, and betray into public Record the unreſerved Opinions of a 
young Man, hazarded only on the moſt ſacred Aſſurances of Secrecy, from the only Perſon to 
whom he looked upon himſelf as accountable in that immediate Duty. I muſt declare, that I 
regard this as prejudging a Matter not yet compleatly laid before the Board, merely to convey a 
Cenſure on my former Adminiſtration, in the Branch of Correſpondence with the Foreign Powers, 
and to introduce the Change propoſed with every Circumſtance of Morrtification to me. 

« I will conclude with a — Words, which I think neceſſary, reſpecting Mr. Middleton, 
for obviating any Conſtruction to his Prejudice which may be drawn from what I have ſaid of 
the ſecret Nature of Part of his Correſpondence. I therefore now declare, that I never either 
expected or received from him any Information reſpecting Individuals, which the ſtricteſt Honour 
could not juſtify, nor has he ever conveyed to me an Opinion or a Word reflecting upon the 
Character of any Gentleman in the Service, unleſs the Letters which I ſhall lay before the Board 
ſhall be conſtrued to have ſuch Tendency. As to the reſt, I am certain that the whole of Mr. 
Middleton's Management, including even his moſt ſecret and confidential Correſpondence, 
whenever it ſhall be publicly known, will reflect Honour, both on his Principles and Abilities, 
and recommend him to the Notice of his Employers, in a Manner that will be favourable to himſelf, 
and do Credit to me in the Choice I made of him. | 

„ T have now formally to acquaint the Board, that all the Official Letters of Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton, and ſuch Parts, even of his Private Correſpondence, as I can with Propriety ſhew, ſhall 
be laid before them; a Copy alſo ſhall be delivered of my Letters addreſſed to him, in which I ſhall 


obſerve the ſame Reſervation, 
*5 « All 


# 
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All Colonel Champion's Official Letters, ſhall be laid before the Board, with Copies of mine 
to him if required z but ſuch as have paſſed between us of a familiar and friendly Communication, 
I do not think myſelf authorized to produce, becauſe they were written only for our mutual In- 
formation, and his are expreſsly marked with a diſtint Mode of Addreſs, for thoſe which are in- 
tended for Official, and for thoſe which he intended as confidential. I am the more obſervant of 
this Rule towards Colonel Champion, becauſe our Correſpondence has not been altogether cordial 
on many Points; and we have ſeveral Times expoſtulated with each other on theſe Topicks, with 
the Freedom of private Friends, and in a Stile which though decent in 'every Degree, is yet dif- 

' ferent perhaps from the formal Addreſſes of Official Correſpondence. Ar 
e ot Fa nero — _! 3 Warren Haſtings.” 
The General thinks it proper to proteſt againſt the Governor's Refuſal to deliver up the 
Whole of the Correſpondence, and will deliver his Reaſons in a Minute To-morrow. | 


. i - ” 


« Colonel Nonfon the ſame; and 

N. Frans e Ba ” | 

Colonel Monſon propoſes, the followin Queſtion to the Board: : | 

« Whether'or got Ir. Middleton ſhould be continued Reſident at the Court of the Vixir, the 
Governor having refuſed to lay before the Board the Whole of his Correſpondence ? 

« This Queſtion being accordingly put; 95 20 

« Mr, Francis thinks that he ſhould not be continued. 

« Mr. Barwell thinks that it would be improper to remove him at this Juncture. 

Colonel Monſon thinks that Mr. Middleton ſhould not be continued there. 

« The Commander in Chief alſo. thinks that he ought not to be continued. | 

„The Governor objects to the Removal of Mr. Middleton. | | 

« Reſolved by the Majority of the Board, that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be not continued Re- 
ſident at the Vizir's Court. 

„The Governor enters the following Diſſent to this Reſolution : 

« I diſſent from the Reſolution of the Majority of the Board, for the Diſmiſſion of Mr. Natha- 
niel Middleton from his Employment; and I hereby enter my ſolemn Proteſt againſt all the Con- 
ſequences of ſo violent a Meaſure, which proclaims to all the Powers of Hindoſtan, in almoſt 
the firſt Public Act of the new Adminiſtration, the total Abolition of the Authority which they 
have hitherto ſeen exerciſed by. me, either in Perſon or through my Official Agent, as the firſt and 
executive - Member of the Government of Bengal, an Authority which has been confirmed to me, 
by an Act of the Britiſh Legiſlature, and eſpecially aſſigned me by the Inſtructions of the Honour- 
able the Court of Directors, in the Clauſe appointing me the ſole Channel of Correſpondence with 
the Princes and Powers of India. Fs 


« (Signed) Warren Haſtings (a). 


Then the Witneſs delivered in Book 39. intituled, Bengal Secret Council.“ 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 2d December 1776, beginning 
at Page 613 of the ſaid Book. . 


Fort William, the 2d December 1776. 
« At a Council; Preſent, rh 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
| General Clavering, ; | 
Richard Barwell, 1 +: -- 
Philip Francis, ] Eavires. 
„ The Governor General moves, That Mr. John Briſtow be recalled from the Court of the 


Nabob of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reſtored to the Appointment of Preſi- 
dent at that Court (5). . | 


| Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Conſultation » beginning at Page 
631 of the ſame Book. | 


<4. Reſolved, that Mr. John Briſtow be recalled to the Preſidency from the Court of the Nabob 
of Oude, and that Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be reſtored to the Appointment of Reſident at that 
Court, ſubje& to the Orders and Authority of the Governor General and Council, conformably 
to the Motion of the Governor General (c).“ 


Sa, l N. : ; ; . 
Then the Witneſs produced Book 108, intituled, Bengal Diſpatches, 3 iſt 
jagd 1556 ie 2M" November 1977.” 


_— — 


— „„ „„ „ — 


(e) Vide Appendix, N* XXIX. (3) Vide Appendix, N* XXX. (e) Vide Appendix, N* XXXI. 
ha Read, 
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Pub Dept. 
Monday. 


Motion from 
Mr. Francis, 


for the Re ap- 
ointment of 
r. Briſtow 


e 
Nead, the following Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Go- 
vernor General and Council in Bengal, 4th July 1777 ; beginning at Page 693 of 
the ſaid Book. 1 | . | 


11. Upon the moſt careful Peruſal of your Proceedings of the 2d December 1776, relative to 
the Recall of Mr. Briſtow from the Court of the Nabob of Oude, and the Appointment of Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton to that Station, we muſt declare our ſtrongeſt Diſapprobation of the Whole of 


that Tranſaction. | | Mi? 
12. „ We obſerve that the Governor General's Motion for the Recall of Mr. Briſtow, includes 


that for the Reſtoration of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton; but as neither of thoſe Meaſures appear to 


us neceſſary, or even juſtifiable, they cannot receive our Ap robation. a 

13. * With reſpect to Mr. Briſtow, we find no Shadow o — againſt him. It appears that he 
has executed the Board to the entire Satis faction even of thoſe Members of Council who did not 
concur in his Appointment. You have unanimouſly recommended him to our Notice; Attention 
to your Recommendation has induced us to afford him Marks of our Favour, and to reannex the 
Emoluments affixed by you to his Appointment, which had been diſcontinued by our. Order. 


Aud as we muſt be of Opinion, that a Perſon of acknowledged Abilities, whoſe Conduct has thus 


gained him the Eſteem of his Superiors, ought not to be 9 without juſt Cauſe, we do not 
heſitate to interpoſe in his Behalf, and therefore direct that Mr. Briſtow do forthwith return to his 
Station of Reſident at Oude, from which he has been ſo improperly removed (a).“ 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 79, intituled, * Bengal Council, 26 September 
to 14 November 1780.“ 


Read, the following Extra& of a Conſultation of 2d October, beginning at Page 
61 of the ſame Book. | "8519 27%;2 | 


« Fort William, 2d October 1780. 
At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident. 
_. Philip Francis, Efoui 
Edward Wheler, J e 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote K. B. 


« Mr. Francis moves, That the 11th, 12th, and 13th Paragraphs of the Company's general 
Letter of the 18th July 1777; and the 149th Paragraph of the general Letter of the 23d De- 
cember 1778, be now read. 

Read, the abovementioned Paragraphs of the Company's general Letters of the 18th July 
1777, and 23d December 1778. 

« Mr. Francis moves, That in Obedience to the Company's Orders, Mr. Briſtow be forthwith 
appointed, and directed to return to his Station, of Reſident at Owde; and that Mr. Purling be 


at Lucknow. ordered to deliver over Charge of the Office to Mr. Briſtow, immediately on his Arrival, and re- 


turn himſelf forthwith to the Preſidency. 
« Allo, That the Governor General be requeſted to furniſh Mr. Briſtow with the uſual Letter 


of Credence to the Nabob Vizier.” 


Read alſo, from the ſame Conſultation, Extract of the Governor General's Minute, 
beginning at Page 64 of the ſaid Book. | 


„I will aſk, Who is Mr. Briſtow, that a Member of the Adminiſtration ſhould, at ſuch a 
Time, hold him forth as an Inſtrument for the I tion of the Firſt executive Member of this 
Government? What are the profeſſed Objects of his Appointment? What are the Merits and 
Services, or what the Qualifications which entitle him to ſuch an uncommon Diſtinction ?—ls it 
for his ſuperior Integriry, or from his eminent Abilities, that he is to be dignified at ſuch Hazards 
of every Conſideration, that ought to influence Members of this Adminiſtration? Of the former 
I know no Proofs; I 'am ſure that it is not an Evidence of it, that he has been enabled to make 
himſelf the Principal in ſuch a Competition: and for the Teſt of his Abilities, I appeal to the 
Letter which he has dared to write to this Board, and which I am aſhamed to ſay we have ſuf- 
fered. I deſire that a Copy of it may be inſerted in this Day's Proceedings; that it may ſtand 
belore the Eyes of every Member of the Board, when he ſhall give his Vote upon a * for 
giving their Confidence to a Man, their Servant, who has publickly inſulted them, his Maſters, 
and the Members of the Government to whom he owes his Obedience; who, aſſuming an Aſſo- 
ciation with the Court of Directors, and erecting himſelf into a Tribunal, has arraigned them for 
Diſobedience of Orders, paſſed Judgement upon them, and condemned or acquitted them as their 
Magiſtrate and Superior. Let che Board conſider, whether a Man, po of ſo i ndant a 
Spirit, who has already ſhewn ſuch a Contempt of their Authority, who has ſhewn himſelf ſo 


* 
of 


on 


(a) Vide Appendix, N XXXIL : 
wretched 
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Read, alſo, a further Extract of the ſaid Minute, beginning at Page 70 of the ſaid 


. ny 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Extract of a Conſultation of the 3d of October 
1780, beginning at Page 95 of the ſame. | | 
| | * 2 Fort William, 3d October 1780. 

ene At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor Getieral, Preſident; Pub Dept. 
1 | Philip Francis, ' Eſ . 4 FT ©» Tueſday. 

Edward Wbetee Murer e 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. 


* The Governor General delivers in the following Minute: 

&« 1 cannot, conſiſtently with what I conſider due to the Dignity and Authority of my public 
Station, and to my own Character and Feelings as a Man, conſent to affix my Signature to the 
Letters. of Credence or Inſtructions: of Mr. Briſtow, as Reſident at the Court of Oude. The 
Court of Directors, after having, in their firſt Inſtructions to this Government, expreſsly enjoined 
every Member of the Board not only to be guided. by the Voice of the Majority, but alſo to ſub- 
ſcribe to all Letters, Orders, Acts, and Meaſures, reſulting from the Deciſions of ſuch Majority, 
have ſince thought proper to compliment General Clavering and Mr. Francis upon their Departure 
from this Rule, in Inſtances where their Sentiments have not accorded with thoſe of the other 
Members of the Board, This will be a Juſtification to me in the Reſolution I have taken; for 
whatever Law is binding an ane“ Member of the Adminiſtration, muſt certainly be ſo to 'the » gie in orig, 
Whole; and although it is a Latitude I neither approve or ſhould in general wiſh to avail myſelf of, 
yet in this very particular Inſtance I truſt I ſhall ſtand acquitted, not only to my Employers, but to 
the whole World. I muſt therefore deſire that the Board will deviſe ſome other Means of notifying 
Mr. Briſtow's Appointment to the Vizier ; and-as they have thought it incumbent on them, as a 
Point of official Duty, to revive and put in Force an antiquated Order of the Court of Directors 
in Favour of Mr. Briſtow, which, for the Reaſons aſſigned in my Minute of Yeſterday, will neceſ- 
ſarily be conſidered by all the Country Powers as a Superceſſion of my Authority, I am yet willin 
to hope that the Board will not only liſten to, but afford me their Support, in a Motion which 
ſhall Leave to make, with a View to repair the Injury which I conceive my public Station has 
ſaſtained, and avert in ſome Degree the prejudicial Effects which this Meaſure cannot fail to pro- 
duce on our Affairs. -- 2 54 | 

« I propoſe that Mr. Briſtow's Appointment be limited ſolely to the Conduct of ſuch political 
Negociations, Correſpondence, and Tranſactions, as this Government may now, or at any future 
Period, be engaged in with the Vizier, and in no Shape whatever to interfere in any Matters re- 
ſpecting our pecuniary Engagements with his Excellency. That a ſeparate Agent be appointed 
by us to that Truſt, whoſe Duty it ſhall be to receive, collect, and manage the Tuncaws, or 
Aſſignments, which have been, or may hereafter be, granted by the Nabob for the Liquidation of 
the Claims of this Government upon him. That he be entruſted with the Adjuſtment of all 

Accounts relative to theſe Claims with the Nabob, and his Miniſters, with all Diſburſements to 
the Paymalters of the Company's Troops ſtationed in the Dominions of the Vizier; as alſo to his 
| Excellency's own Military Eſtabliſhment under Britiſh Officers, &c. remitting the Reſidue of his 
Collections immediately to us, and that he be directly amenable to our Authority and Orders, and 
in no Reſpect whatever dependant on, or connected with the Office of the Reſident : And as Mr. Pur- 
ling cannot continue with a diminiſhed Commiſſion, and as it now becomes more than ever neceſſary 
that I ſhould have a Perſon in Station in thoſe Provinces, not only in whom I can confide, but 
who is publickly known to be attached to me, I propoſe Mr. Middleton for the above Office, 
hoping to meet with the Concurrence and Support of the Board. | 


Sir Eyre Coote.—I agree to the Governor General's Propoſal of the Appointment of Mr. Debates, 
Middleton to the Office mentioned, not becauſe Mr. Purling may not continue at Lucknow with 


——_— — — e — 1 


— 
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(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXIII. | (/) Vide Appendix, Ibid. 


6 N a diminiſhed 
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Mr. John 
Briſtow. 


Can) 

a diminiſhed Commiſſion, but becauſe Mr. Nathaniel Middleton is a Perſon publickly known 
to be attached to the Governor General, The Neceſſity of the Times requires an Appearance 
of that kind. | | SET VE 

Mr. Wheler.—1 object to the Queſtion, ; | EE | 

Mr. Francis. The Office deſcribed in the Motion, is the ſame which Mr. Briſtow held before, 
and which has been held ſince, by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Purling. I know no Reaſon why it 
ſhould be diminiſhed, and ſo materially altered when it is given to Mr. Briſtow. I therefore cannot 
conſent to the Propoſition. At the ſame Time, it is a Matter of Indifference to me, by whom 
the Duties propoſed to be veſted by Mr. Middleton are exerciſed, 1 . 
„The Governor General's Motion carried in the Affirmative. WY - ; 

* Reſolved accordingly, That Mr. Briſtow's Appointment. be limited ſolely to the Conduct f 
ſuch political Negociations, Correſpondence, and Tranſactions, as this Government may now, or 
at any futnre Period, be engaged in with the Vizier; and that he, in no Shape whatever, interfere 
in any Matters reſpęcting 3 Engagements with his Excellency. | £38 

« Reſolved, That Mr. Nathaniel Middleton be appointed Agent on the Part of this Govern- 
ment for receiving, collecting, and managing the Tuncaws or Aſſignments which have been or may 
be granted by the Nabob, for the Liquidation of the Claims, of this Government upon him ; that - 
he be entruſted with the Adjuſtment of all Accounts relative to theſe Claims with the Nabob and 
his Miniſters,” with all Diſburſements to the Paymaſters of the Company's Troops ſtationed in the 
Dominions of the Vizier, as alſo to his Excellency's own Military Eftabliſhment, under Britiſh 
Officers, &c. remitting the Reſidue of his Collections immediately to us; and that he be directly 


amenable to our Authority and Orders, and in no Reſpect whatever dependant on or connected 
with the Office of Reſident. 


« Mr. Francis moves, That as the Governor General declines ſigning the Letter of Credence 
for Mr. Briſtow, Mr. Briſtow's Appointment may be communicated to Mr. Purling by the Board, 
with Directions to make it known to the Vizier. | | | 

« Apreed to. ws ay Pretty | | 

« Ordered, That Mr. Charles Purling be directed to deliver over Charge of all the Papers of 
the Office hitherto held by him, which have a Relation to the Office to which Mr. Briſtow has 
been appointed, to Mr. Briſtow ; and that he be directed to deliver over Charge to Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton of all the Papers and Accounts of the Office hitherto held by him, which have a Re- 
lation to the Office to which Mr. Middleton is appointed, together with the Balance of Caſh in his 
Hands (a).“ | 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 35, intituled, * Bengal Secret Council, ad April 
to 14th June 1781.“ | | 


Read, Extract of a Conſultation of 21ſt of May 1781, beginning at Page 1305 of 
the ſaid Book, 


« Fort William, 21ſt May 178 1. 
&« At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable . Governor General, Preſident; 
| an 
Edward Wheler Efquire 


Lietenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abſent on Command at the Preſidency of 
Fort St, George. | 0 FA 


« The Governor General finds himſelf under the diſagreeable 3 of reviving the Subject 
of Mr. Briſtow's Appointment of Reſident at the Court of the Nabob of Owde, and of moving 
that he may be recalled. His general Reaſons for this Motion have been recorded very fully in 
various Parts of the Conſultations, and particularly in thoſe of the 2d and 3d of October, and the 
14th of January laſt. To theſe a recent Motive is added in the Neceſſity of removing every Cir- 
cumſtance which may contribute to lefſen his Influence on the Effect of any Negociations in which 
he may be engaged in the Proſecution of his intended Viſit to Lucknow, and in the accompany- 
ing Letters jult received from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, and to his Miniſter Raja 


Govindram.” 


* Agreed to the Governor General's Motion, and ordered accordingly ().” 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 42, intituled, Bengal Diſpatches.” 


Read, Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Board at Calcutta, 
dated the 28th Auguſt 1782. = 


« Equally extraordinary and unwarrantable have been your Proceedings reſpecting Mr. John 


Briſtow. 


— 


(a) Vide Appendix, N. XXXIV, 


(3) Vide Appendix, N* XXXV. 
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« He was appointed Reſident at Owde in December 1774. In December 1776 he was recalled Approbation, 
without the Shadow of a Charge being exhibited againſt him. By our Letter of 4th July 1777, £29 & 1d 
we ſignified our Diſapprobation of the Proceeding againſt Mr. Briſtow, and directed that he ſhould Auguſt 3a, 
be reſtored to his Station; which Direction we confirmed by our ſubſequent Letter of the 23d 2h fas? : 
December 1778. Mr. Briſtow arrived in India in February 1780, and in October of the ſame * 
Year, it was reſolved by your Board, that Mr. Briſtow ſhould return to Owde; but that his Aap- 
8 ſhould be limited ſolely to the Conduct of Political Negociations; Mr. Middleton 

ing at the ſame time nominated to ſettle pecuniary Matters with the Vizier. On the 21ſt of 
May 1781, upon receiving a Letter from the Vizier, expreſſing his Deſire, that Mr. Briſtow ſhould 
be removed from his Court, he was again recalled. - But without entering into the Conſideration 
of this Matter, and in order to vindicate and uphold our own Authority, we do hereby poſitively 
direct, that Mr. Briſtow do forthwith proceed to Owde, in the Station of our Reſident there. 115 
We do not mean in the leaſt to reflect on the Character and Ability of Mr. Middleton, who muſt 8 
be immediately recalled from thence; but it is a Duty incumbent upon us, thus to maintain the 5 
Reſpect due to the Orders of the Court of Directors. You are likewiſe to obſerve, that we ſhall 
not ſuffer any 'other Perſon to proceed to Oude, for the Management of the Finance, one Perſon 
being in our Opinion ſufficient to tranſa& -our Buſineſs there, as Principal in both thoſe Depart- 
ments; and we expect our Orders reſpecting the Succeſſion to that Reſidency be fully complied . 


with.“ | 
(Signed at the End). 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 62, intituled, Bengal General Council, from the 
16th September, to the 28th October 1782.“ 3 

' | Read, Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to the Board at Calcutta, 
from a Conſultation held on the 23d September 1782, beginning at Page 58 of the ſaid 


* 


Bock. 


« Fort William, 23d September 1782. Pub. Depart, 
8 c At a Council; Preſent, | W 7 » Monday, | 
ward Wheler, and ' 

John M*Pherſon, LEſquires, 
The Governor General indiſpoſed. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Command, at Fort St. George. 


Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to the Council, dated 22d September 1782. 


Upon the ſame Occaſion I obſerved to you, that the Obſtacle which oppoſed itſelf to the No- 
mination of Mr. Briſtow to the Reſidentſhip at Oude, no longer exiſted ; it was removed by my 
having vindicated what muſt ever be eſteemed one of the neceſſary Privileges of this Government. 
I had the Pleaſure of finding, upon the moſt impartial Enquiry, that the Conduct of Mr. Briſtow 
during his former Reſidence at the Court of the Vizier, had been proper and attentive. I accord- 


ingly wiſhed to recommend him to ſucceed the preſent Reſident, provided the Vizier had no reaſon- 
able Objections to his Appointment (a). 
ay (Signed at the End). 


22 the Witneſs produced Book 80, intituled, Bengal Secret Council, iſt April to 
agth May 1783.“ 

| Read, Exira of the Governor General's Inſtructions to Mr. Briſtow, dated Fort 
William, 23d October 1782, and entered upon a Conſultation of 21ſt April. 1783, 


beginning at Page 304 of the ſaid Book. | 
n A Fort William, 21ſt April 1783. 


« At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
| Edward Wheeler 
John Macpherſon | Eſquires. 
John Stables, | 
Sir Eyre Coote gone to Fort St. George. 


&« I do Juſtice to my Senſe of your Character, in declaring my entire Reliance on your Prudence 
and Integrity, and to theſe I truſt for your Deviation from any Part of theſe Inſtructions, at your 
Diſcretion, in any Inſtance which ſhall appear to you neceſlary to 3 it; deſiring however, 
as a proper Caution, that, as much as you can, you will leave the Subject free for my Correction 
of it; and inſtantly inform me, or the Board, according to the Degree of its Importance, that you 
have acted in ſuch Manner, with your Reaſons for it (5). | 
| I am, Sir, | 
« Fort William, | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
23d October 1782. | ( Signed) 5 Warren Haſtings.” 


* 


„ 


| (0) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVI. (% Vide Appendix, Ne XXXVII a | 


| N 8 
Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that they had thought 
proper to trace, and to ſubmit to the Houſe, the Steps with which the Defendant 
appeared to have purſued one Object indefatigably, namely, that of appointing Mr. 
Middleton to be his private confidential Agent at Lucknow, in order to fix the Re- 


ſponſibility afterwards upon the Defendant himſelf; and deſired Leave to obſerve, 
that the Moment in which he pro ſed to recall Mr. Briſtow, and to deliver the 


Whole of the Papers to Mr. Middleton, was the Day upon which he himſelf pro- 
poſed to leave Calcutta and go to Oude. They would next proceed to ſhew the Light 


in which the Defendant wiſhed Mr. Middleton ſhould be conſidered at the Court of 
the Nabob at Lucknow. 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 109, intituled, © Bengal Perſian Correſpondence, 
Letters ſent from the 6th January 1774, to the 31ſt December 1777.” 


Read, Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to the Mother of the Na- 


bob Aſoph ul Dowlah, dated the 18tt December 1776, beginning at Page 287 of 
the ſaid Book. | | | | 


« To the Mother of the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah. Written the 18th December 1776. 


« Mr. Middleton is going, on my Part, to reſide with the Vizier, I have recommended to 
his ſtrifteſt Attention whatever you may wiſh to have effected; I beg you will regard whatever 
he may repreſent to, you as coming from myſelf; and 1 do not doubt but that, by his good 


Offices, he will be able to accompliſh what I have greatly at Heart—the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
Confidence and Affection between you and the Vizier your Son.“ 


Read alſo, a Letter from the Governor General, to the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah ; 


dated 26th December 1776, beginning at Page 288 of the ſame Book. 


« To the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah, written 26th December 1776. 


« As it is the Object of my Wiſh and daily Study to encreaſe and ſtrengthen the Friendſhip 
which ſubſiſts between your Excellency and the Engliſh, my own Friendſhip being ſo perfect as 
not to admit of any Addition, I have ſent Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, a Gentleman who was for- 
merly ſtationed with your Father, the late Nabob Shuja ul Dowlah, to your Excellency. He-will 
reſide with you in the Place of Mr. Briſtow, who will deſire your Leave to return. I requeſt 
that you will honour him with your Confidence and Regard, and communicate with him freely and 
without Reſerve, conſidering whatever he may advance as proceeding immediately from myſelf, 
I hope that you will favour and befriend him, as it will give me Pleaſure.” WT 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould next read Two 
ſhort Extracts, to ſhew that where the Board had directed a Communication to be made 
to the Nabob officially, and in publick, Mr. Haſtings referred the Vizier to a private 
Explanation and Communication through Mr. Middleton, as to Matters which were 
not poſſible to be explained by publick Letters, which Explanation therefore he muſt 
have given by Letter to Mr. Middleton. | Ws nba 

Then the Witneſs produced Book 110, intituled, * 'Bengal Secret Conſultations.” 


Read, Extract of a Conſultation of 4th Auguſt 1777, beginning at Page 343, of 
the ſaid Book. | | 


| « Fort William, the 4th Auguſt 1777. 
| * At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering K. B, 
Richard Barwell, Eau 
Philip Francis, 8 


« Agreed, That the Governor General be requeſted to write to the Nabob of Oude, in 
to his Letter approving the Plan recommended to him in May laſt, for the Arrangement and A 
ration of the Eſtabliſhment of his Troops, under the Command of Britiſh Officers; and that he 
acquaint him that the Preſident has in conſequence made ſuch Regulations and Appointments, as 


were neceſſary for carrying it completely into Execution; the Particulars of which will be com- 
municated to him by Mr. Middleton.“ 27 


Read alſo, Extract of a Conſultation of the 7th Auguſt 1777, be I in at Pa e 
358 of the ſaid Book, - 1 9 * n 


« Fort 


(98). 


| | Fort William, the 7th Auguſt 1777; 
5 $2 — « At a Council; Preſent, | fe . 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Lieutenant General Sir John Clayering,, x TEES 
Richard Barwell, \ Eſquires 
Philip Francis, B75 
_«. Reſolved alſo, that the following Letter be written to Mr. Middleton. 
cc Sir, | T | | | ' 
In conſequence of the Nabob's Approbation of the Plan, which we recommended to him in 
May laſt,” for the Arrangement and Alteration of the Eſtabliſhment of his Troops, under the 
Command of Britiſh Officers, we have made ſuch further Regulations and A p"ompn as were 
neceſſary for carrying it. completely into Execution, and incloſe you a Copy of them, to be com- 


municated to the Vizier,” 


| "AT ORR, Book 109, already delivered in, Extract of a a r from the Go- 

vernor General to the Vizier, dated the 8th of Auguſt 1777, beginning at Page 344 

of the ſaid Book. | a | 2 11 85 | i EY . 1 
IF + To the Vizier. | Written 8th Auguſt 1777. 


2 In conſequence of your Excellency's Approbation of the Plan which I ſome Time ago pro- 
me to you, for the Arrangement and Alteration of the Eſtabliſhment of your Troops under the 


ommand of Britiſh Officers, ſuch further Regulations and Appointments have been made as were 
explained to you by Word of 


neceſſary for carrying it completely into Execution, 
Mouth, I beg Leave to refer you for them to Mr. Middleton, who has received full Inſtructions 


* . 


As the Particulars of this Arrangement can be more 
on this Head.“ 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 11 7, intituled, Bengal Perſian Publick Corre- 
ſpondence, ſent 8th February to 3 iſt December 1780. | 


Read, Extract of a Letter from the Governor General to Hyder Beg Khan, dated 
26th April 1780, beginning at Page 13 of the faid Book. 


« To Hyder Beg Khan. Written the 26th April 1780. 


J have been favoured with ſeveral Letters from you, which Hurry of Buſineſs prevented 
my acknowledging ſooner. I cannot conceal. from you, that my Feelings have been much hurt 
by ſome Parts of the Nabob's Conduct, which, I was led to believe, proceeded, in a, great Mea- 
ſure, from your Advice; but Mr. Middleton having explained to me ſome Matters which before 
appeared to me in a different Point of View, I am happy to aſſure you, that the unfavourable 
Impreſſions I conceived of your Conduct, are now in a great Meaſure removed.” 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that in this Evidence they particularly 
wiſhed to ſhew the peculiar Reſponſibility Mr. 8 took upon himſelf, when he 
appointed Mr. Middleton, and the Terms upon which he appointed him, to the Court 
of Lucknow; they ſhould prove, by ſeveral Inſtances, that Mr. Haſtings made a very 
proper Choice for his Purpoſe, and found a Perſon who perfectly underſtood the Ob- 


ject for which he was Agent, as would 2 from Two ſhort Paſſages they ſhould 
next produce to the Houſe for this Purpoſe. | ; 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 82, intituled, Bengal Secret Council, ad June 
zoth D' 1783.“ | 
Read, Extract of a Letter to Mr. Haſtings, dated Lucknow, 3oth December 
1781, and ſigned Nath. Middleton, from a Conſultation 'of 12th June 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 203 of the ſaid Book. 7 | | | 
| « Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
* At a Council; Preſent, _ 
The Hohourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident. 

f Edward Wheler, 
John herſon, | Eſquires. 

John Stables, 


« My Dear Sir, Lucknow, 3oth December 1781. 


« I have this Day anſwered your publick Letter in the Form you ſeemed to expect. I hope 
there is nothing in it that may to you appear too pointed. If you wiſh the Matter to be — | 
| 3 under 
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( 314 ) | 


underſtood than I have taken up and ſtated it, I need not ſay I ſhall be ready to conform to 
whatever you may preſcribe, and to take upon myſelf any Share of. the Blame of the (hitherto) 
Non-performance of the Stipulations made on Behalf of the Nabob ; though I do aſſure you, I myſelf 
repreſented to his Excellency and the Miniſters, conceiving it to be your Deſire, that the apparent 
Aſſumption of the Reins of his Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly conſidered it at the 
firſt View), as ſpecified in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully and literally - 
enforced ; but that it was neceſſary you ſhould have ſomething to ſhew on your Side, as the Com- 
pany were deprived of a Benefit, without a Requital; and, upon the Faith of this Aſſurance alone, 

believe I may ſafely affirm his Excellency's Objections to ſigning the Treaty were given up. If 
I have underſtood the Matter wrong, or miſconceived your Deſign, I am truly ſorry for it; how- 
ever it is not too late to correct the Error; and I am ready to undertake, and, God willing, 
to carry through whatever you may, on Receipt of my Publick Letter, tell me is your final Re- 


ſolve, 


« If you determine, at all Events, that the Meaſure of reducing the Nabob's Army, &e. mall 
be immediately undertaken, I ſhall take ir as a particular Favour if you will indulge me with a 
Line at Fayzabad, that I may make the neceſſary previous Arrangements with reſpect to the Diſpoſal 
of my Family, which I would not wiſh to retain here, in the Event either of a Rupture with the 
Nabob, or the Neceſſity of employing our Forces on the Reduction of his Aumils and Troops. This 
done, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return from Fayzabad. d. 

| N « I am, &c. &c, : 221 
| « Nath. Middleton (a). 


. 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


* — 


_— — „*— — 2 2 


l) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVII. 


E R R 1. M. 


An Extract read on Thurſday, April 24th ( the Day immediately preced- 
ing), having been omitted by Miftake, is is here * with a Ne- 
Ference ta its proper Appendix, 


The Order in which it was read Was, he ofter the E xtract from 
Book 106, ©* Conſultations of the 26th October 1774, ending in Page 
507 ſupra, and before the Extract from Book 39, © Conſultation of 
the 2d December 1776, beginning in the * Fs. 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book (Book 100 the following Extract of a Conſulta- 
tion of the 21ſt December 1774, beginning at Page 449. 


« Fort William, the 21ſt December 1774. 
« At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtin Governor General, Preſident z Secret Dept. 
Lieutenant General Jo a Clavering, 2 
The Honourable George Monſon, | 
Richard Barwell, 
| Philip Francis, { n | | 
General Clavering now propoſes that Mr. John Briſtow be appointed Reſident at the 
Vizier's Court, as qualified for it, from his general Knowledge of Buſineſs, and his particular 
Acquaintance with the Perſian Language. | 
| «© The Governor General objects to this Propoſition, becauſe, in his Judgement, Mr, Briſtow 
is not qualified for the Office, neither by his Knowledge of the Perſian Language, nor by any 
diſtinguiſhed Abilities. 
« Agreed, that the Queſtion above propoſed by General Clavering be put. 
« Mz. Francis delivers the following Reply : 

« I am happy in hearing a Gentleman named for this high Office, to whoſe 83 I can 
ſafely give a poſitive Approbation. I know him to be a Man of Senſe, Induſtry, and Judgment; 
I haye poſitive Reaſons to think that he underſtands the Perſian Language, as well from the Aſſiſt- 
ance he has favoured me with in the Letters I have received and anſwer "2s from his public Office 
of Tranſlator to the Khalſa: This Office implies, Knowledge of Buſineſs, Knowledge of Accounts, 
and Knowledge of Language. I do not inſiſt upon his Engliſh Connections, though, in this Re- 

ſpe, few Gentlemen are better e than Mr. Briſtow. I agree to the Propoſition, 


(Signed) P. Francis,” 


E e to explain to the Board, that, by the Word poſitive uſed in this Minute, I mean 
a Contradiſtinction to negative, which I had uſed in my former Minute. 


(Signed) P. Francis.” 


« Mr. BY K cannot aſſent to the 8 of Mr. Briſtow, for the following 

Reaſons : 
« Becauſe, I think, when a Propoſition from the Chair is mu there ought to be very good 
Grounds for ſuch a Meaſure. The ny, mom to the General's Nomination, — 
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ſpeaks Inattention to the Governor; beſides, in this Particular, I think the Governor ſhould have 


been conſidered, as he is the Channel of publick Correſpondence, and ſhould be ſupported, as the 


Head of this Government, in the Eyes of the Princes of India: This Character he will ſcarcely 
maintain, if a Gentleman, in Oppoſition to his Sentiments, goes the Publick Agent to the Court 


of the Vizir. ? a | 
2 (Signed) « R. B. 


« Colonel Monſon. I aſſent to the General's Nomination, as I ſuppoſe Mr. Briſtow to be a 
Perſon qualified for the Truſt, from the Station which he now fills. * 


« The Governor General diſſents from the Propoſition. | 4 
« Agreed, by a Majority of the Board, that Mr. Briſtow be appointed Reſident at the Court 
of Suja Dowla (a).“ 8 TROY 33 


As 


_— 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIIL A.” 
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| Die Martis, 29 Aprilis 1788. 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proctamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
1 the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Ei- 
CC, | 


The Managers for the Commons informed the Houſe, that before they proceeded 
with an Article of written Evidence, which they were about to ſubmit to the Houle, 
they requeſted Mr. Middleton might be called to hear it read, it being his own, Wiſh 
to have an Opportunity of hearing it read before he ſpoke to it. 


Mr. MIDDLETON was accordingly called in. 


Then the Managers for the Commons ſtated, That the Paper juſt mentioned was a 
Third TR and Guarantee, ſigned. by Mr. Middleton, which it was not their Inten- 
tion originally to have brought forward as Part of their Evidence; but, finding from 
ſome Anſwers of Mr. Middleton on a former Day, that it was extremely material, 
they would now lay it before the Houſe; and, by Way of Elucidation, firſt read a 
Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Board, previous to his going a ſecond Time to Fy- 

Zabad in the Year 1778. 


Then a Book, intituled, Letters to the Board from 1777 to 1782,” and marked 
with the Letter B, was delivered in, and acknowl by the Witneſs to be one of 


the Books, containing Copies of his publick Correſpondence, delivered by him to the 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons, purſuant to an Order for that Purpoſe. 
Read, the following Extract from the ſame Book. | 
| « Letter from Mr. Middleton ta the: Honourable Board: 


& Honourable Sit and Sirs, - e 
„ had the Honour to forward you, ſome Time ago, an Addreſs from Mr. Henry John 


Chandler, requeſting Permiſſion to reſign his Station of Aſſiſtant to the Reſident at this Court; 


but not having been honoured with a Reply, and the State of Mr. Chandler's Health calling for 
an immediate Change of Air, I have taken upon me, at his earneſt Requeſt, to yield my Conſent 


to his Proceeding within the Company's Provinces, where he will again addreſs the Honourable | 


Board, and wait their Pleaſure. 

The growing Differences between the Nabob and the Two ms, which, * if ſuffered to 
continue, might be productive of an irreparable Breach, and ultimately be attended with the moſt 
unhappy Effects to the late Nabob's Family. I have thought it the Duty of my Station, to en- 
deavour to avert theſe Conſequences by a timely Mediation. The Honourable Board have 
already been 8 informed of the ſeveral Claims of the Two, Begums, which, for the moſt 
Part, appear to me founded in Equity; and the Nabob, although formerly averſe to complyin 
with them, has of late manifeſted ſo ſtrong a Deſire to accommodate theſe Differences, — 
reſtore the mutual good Underſtanding which ought to ſubſiſt between him and the Two 
Begums, that I am inclined to believe he would willingly give up many Points which he 
has hitherto refuſed, to effect this Object. I have therefore, at his Excellency's urgent So- 
licitations, undertaken a Viſit to Fyzabad, in the Hope that I may be able ta remove thoſe. ill 
Impreſſions which have naturally ariſen from mutual Injuries, and: adjuſt the Preliminaries of a 

rſonal Interview, which both Parties appear equally deſirous ſhould take Place : This, done, the 
Nabob has given me his ſolemn Promiſe, that he will immediately join me at Fyzabad ; and I en- 
tertain the moſt ſanguine Expectations that it will prove the Means of removing thoſe violent Pre- 
judices and Diſguſts which have fo long prevailed, to the Deſtruction of almoſt every Kind of In 
tercourſe and Connection between them. | 2 n 


. « ] wall 


*Sic in Orig. 
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« I ſhall duly inform the Honourable Board of the Reſult of my Proceedings at Fyzabad, and 
take no Part officially in any Accommodation or freſh Agreements which may take Place between 
the Nabob and the Begums, without their previous Sanction and Concurrence. 
« Fyzabad, I have the Honour to be, &c. 
< the 14th September 1778. 9715 (Signed) Nath! Middleton.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, That ſubſequent to the 
Date of this Lettec, Mr. Middleton proceeded a Second Time to Fyzabad ; they ſhould 
therefore next produce the Treaty which he then figned, and the Letter incloſing the 
Treaty from the Begum, which was ſent down afterwards. {5D | 


The Witneſs produced Book 24, intituled, Publick Perſian Correſpondence, Let- 
ters received from the 1ſt of January to the 31ſt of December 1779.” . DTT os og 


Read, the following Extract, being a Letter from Omut ul Zahra to Mr. Haſtings, 
beginning at Page 2 of the ſame Book. 3b We ops! FO ; 


« From Omut ul Zahra, the Daughter of Ameen ul Dowlah _ 
* Iſhauk Khan, and Mother of the Vizier. 


Received 1ſt February 1779. 

& I have already tranſmitted you a Letter, with a particular Relation of the late Tranſactions 
here, which you have, I flatter myſelf, honoured with Peruſal, and I ſhall juſt now touch on the moſt 
material of them. | F pF: C5 | Fg YE 

„As you wrote me that the Ships were ready, and that I might ſet off whenever I pleaſed, relying 
with the greateſt Confidence on this agreeable Intimation, I was more than ever anxious to proſe- 

die in Orig. cute my Pilgrimage to Kerbella“, and was preparing to take with me the Corps of the late bleſſed 
| Nabob, and to begin my Journey, when the Nabob Kukkun ul Dowlah, Mr. Middleton coming 
here, forbad me to take any Meaſures for that Purpoſe, for, the Term of 20 Months longer, after 
which I ſhould meet with no Obſtruction in the Proſecution of my Deſign, , I was accordingly un- 
der the Neceſſity of ſuſpending my Journey. After the Period had elapled, Mr. Middleton came to 
Fyzabad the firſt Time the latter End of Shabaun, and informed me, in the Courſe of a Conver- 
ſation we held together, that the Settlement of all Matters depended on the Preſence of the Nabob 
Aſoph ul Dowlah. Notwithſtanding the Diſpleaſure I had conceived againſt my Son, yet, at Mr. 
Middleton's Requeſt, I wrote him an Invitation to Fyzabad, and he came accordingly. Two or 
Three Days were paſſed in the Duties of Hoſpitality and reciprocal Acts of Affection. After 
which my ſaid Son ſet all the Buſineſs aſide in the moſt unkind Manner, and ſent me a Meſſage to 
exchange ſeveral Places, and to change the former Engagements between us. Notwithſtanding I highly 
diſapproved of the Changes propoſed, becauſe the forming Engagements and changing them, ever 
— to remove all Confidence and Security in the moſt ſolemn Acts, yet, for the Satistaction of 
Mr. Middleton, and from a Deſire to put an End to all Diſputes, 1 found no other Means but 
that of ſubmitting in Silence. Akbur Ally Khan was an Eye-witneſs of the whole Tranſaction 
from firſt to laſt. By him I ſend you Copies of the new Engagements; and beg Leave to refer you 
to him for the full Particulars. | | | 1 | 
I ſwear by all the Saints, that I have no Hopes of obtaining the Accompliſhment of my 
Wiſhes but in you.— The World affords me no other Protector. It you approve of the aforeſaid 
Treaties, be pleaſed to affix your own Seal thereto, that I may be freed from all Apprehenſions, 
and receive full Confidence and Satisfaction; for without your Seal I cannot place the ſmalleſt 
Reliance on them. It is neceſſary that you favour me with a Letter to the Gentlemen reſiding 
here, to afford their Support to my Affairs on all Occaſions, that ſo I may have nothing to do with 
any other Perſons, nor they with me; and through your Friendſhip to me, may pals the ſhort 
Remainder of my Life in Peace and Tranquillity.— How long is the Corps of the late bleſſed 
Nabob to continue here in the Nature of a Depoſit ? 4s ee 4: 
I am hopeful that you will ſend hither Perſons of Credit, that I may diſpatch the Body with a 
| proper Eſcort under their Charge to your Quarter; from which, you will cauſe it to be tranſ- 
+ Sie in Orig · ported to Kerbella +.” | | | | 


* 


% 
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« Encloſures in the Above. | SLY 7 

« Copies of the ſeveral Treaties concluded by the Nabob Vizier with. his Mother and Mr. 
Briſtow, &c. as Guarantee to them. Theſe having been before tranſlated and entered, it ſeems un- 
neceſſary to enter any at preſent, except the laſt; to which Mr. Middleton ſet his Hand and Seal 
as Guarantee, as follows. 5 Liehnzheg 


« Copy of a Treaty, bearing Date the 11th Ramzaun 1102 H jeree, 3d October 1778, to 
** wo which Mr. Middleton affixed his Seal. , - 1 mt 


« The Vizier of the Empire, the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah Yeyah Khan Huzzebur Jung 
Bahadre, having given me as Guarantee to the following Treaty concluded with her Highneſs, 


" $17 * 


1, on the Part of the Engliſh Chiefs, deliver this Writing; to. wit, That his Hi ighneſs mal fach- 
fully perform all the Articles of the following Treaty which he has entered into — her Highneſs - 
the Bhegum. The Engliſh Chiefs and myſelf are Guarantees for the due Performance of it. 

Whenever her Highneſs chuſes to proſecute -her Journey to Kerbella, the is at Liberty to do 
fo, : and to go either by Land or Sea, as ſhe thinks pro 

His Highneſs ſhall, without fail, diſcharge the unkas of the ſmall Mahals, and ſhall fix 

and pay a ſuitable Allawance for the Support of the Children of the late bleffed Nabob, '* 

« Her Highneſs, the ſuperior Bhegum, (the Vizier's Grandmother), and her Highneſs the 
Vizier's Mother, ſhall, with the Approbation of his Highneſs, contract Alliances for the Mar- 
riage of the Sons and Daughters of the late bleſſed Nabob, with whomſoever they judge proper. 
Should her Highneſs, the ſuperior Bhegum, proceed on a Pilgrimage to Kerbella and the Holy 

Places, her Highneſs is the Miſtreſs to; form the Alliances herſelf, and to conclude the Mar- 
riages, with the Approbation of his Highneſs, The neceſſary Expences attendant on the Celebra- 
tion of the Nuptials of the Sons and Bau hters of the late bleſſed Nabob ſhall be paid by his 
Highneſs from his own Treaſury. Her Highneſs, the ſuperior Bhegum, and her Highneſs, are 
the -Miſtreſſes to contract Alliances for the 80 
the Approbation of his een but in all other Matters, excluſive of the Nuptials, his High- 
neſs is the Maſter. 

« Her Highneſs ſhall never be moleſted 1 in the ee of the Mahals and . in the 


e Liſt 3 VIZ. - 


Sullore. 1 Mabel Tellore, a) 0 1 Mahal. 97 HE: 
\ Dutwa, | + 1 Khalis, with the one Aduwlut, n W 
y Perſeddepore, 1 D, 1 Di. ati 
« Sumideah, 1 D* Khorah, e e es 
Rutth, 1 Do Taunnah, | 1 De. | 


- « Nabob Gunge, &c. Places mentioned in the following | Liſt are to be put into his Highneſs's 
Poſſeſſion, and, in Lieu thereof, his Highneſs ſhall deliver to her on. From Places equal to the 
Amount thereof, in one Spot, to remain, in * ER Foſſeſſion rom this Agreement his 


Highneſs ſhall in no- wiſe deviate. 

Nabob Gunge, with the Vilas on the other Vizier Gu —_ 
Side of the Kauhra, Garden of Noor Ukihaun, Large Rumnah, 

- Gulla Daug, Ilſmael Gunge, Three Coſs on 8 Side- Luck: 

| ines of Owde and W RY now, e 

Bhegum Gunge and Gola Gaut, Iſmael untcr, Lucknow, n 

ö Gor en of Hurry Sing in Gude, 3 5 

' Rowſa Ghaut in 2 en * Se. * the Houſe * Mahomed Buſheer Khan 
Bhegum Bazar, in D. VOIR: 
Goren of Bhara Mull, | —_ 


The Sum of $3,700 Rupees on F of . ge of the Se 818 dich Mirza Huſtin | 
Reza Khan, &c. engaged ſhould be diſcharged by his Highneſs, his ighneſs engages to pay in 


Six Months. 
« The Jungle of Khaukra, on the other Side of the River, is in her Highneſs's Poſſeſſion.— 


Should any Diſturbance ariſe therein, his Highneſs will deliver to her Highneſs ſome other Place, 
to the ſame" Amount, in lieu of the ſaid Jungle. 
« The'Tunkas of Beney Kanim Sahiba and 8 Ally Khan, commonly called Okka 


Ally Khan, ſhall be continued by his Highneſs on the former Footing, and paid Monthly.— His 
Highneſs will likewiſe my L. hoc monthly Payments of Maellage Khan's Tunka. 
« His Highneſs has n up the Jaghier Villages of  Hikmut Hoſſein Khan, and ſhall not in- 


terfere or moleſt the ſai Jaghier ; he ſhall likewi e pay monthly the Tunkas of the Attendants on 


the late Nabob's Tomb. 
« Moreover, her Highneſs is the Miſtreſs of the Attendants, ind returnal be &c. 


People dependant on her own Sirkar. His Highneſs has no Right of Interference with them. on, 
the Plea of Accounts, &c. Further, / his Highneſs ſhall nevet, at any future Period, deſire of 


her Highneſs to exchange the Places now included in the Jaghier granted to her, 
„ Moreover, his Hig Jock ſhall not, at any. future Period, make demand.of a Loan, or any 


other Demand, from — Highneſs. Further, his Highneſs ſhall not, at any future Time, deſire 
from her Highneſs the: Exchange of any Places of the old or new Jaghiers ; which old -and new 
were fixed to her her tlighoos in the Exchange lately made by the Nabob. 
oreover, his Highoels has given the illuſtrious, ngliſh Chiefs, as Guarantees for the due 
Performance of the above Stipulations, as long as her Highneſs lives. 
I, therefore, on the Part of the illuſtrious Engliſh Chiefs, deliver this written "Ps 
that there be no Rogen for a Change or Failure in the Articles above recited,” 


8 , - . 
ebe mom 2d 01. yniamb I) ir 3 1 Nl nme ur {106 Daft 
. ” 4 * ** 
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ns and Daughters of the late bleſſed Nabob, with _ 


» Sic in Orig. 


( 578 ) R ; 


«. Draft of a Declaration on the Part of the Governor General, to he. affixed; to the Treaty 
before recited, requeſted by the Begum. e 3 46 4 mee e the rr | 
| , PX A 24% | 

The Vizier of the Empire of Hindoſtan, the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowlah Yeyah Khan Bahadre 
Huzzebur Jung, having called on Mr. Middleton to. become Guarantee to a Treaty, he has con- 
cluded with her Highneſs the Begum, and that Gentleman having entered into an Engagement 
conformable thereto, as Guarantee to the ſaid Treaty on the Part of the Engliſh Chiefs; I likewiſe, 
for the Purpoſe of giving complete Confidence and Satisfaction to her ' Highneſs the Bhegum, 
deliver this Engagement under my Hand and Seal, that the Nabob Vizier of the Empire will 
abide. by all the following Stipulations he has entered into with her Hi . Tam Guarantee 
thereto ;' and no Room is left for the Deviation from the Articles hereafter recited.” | 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: | 


Did you fign or execute that Treaty? 
A 1 ad 3g | 


Q. What Authority had you for ſigning and executing that Treaty? | . 

A. It appeared to me to be ſo conformable to the former Treaty, to which the Engliſh- were 
Guarantee, I conceived the diſcretionary Power of my Office warranted me in giving my Signature 
to it, ; Ak 4, = | 12. 

Q. Had you any expreſs Authority beſides what your Diſcretion prompted you to take? | 

A. I recollect a Letter from the Governor General'and Council: mentioning that it was the Duty 
of my Office to interfere upon all Occaſions between the Nabob and the Begum, where his Ex- 
cellency ſhould attempt to infringe upon any of the Conditions of the former Agreement guaranteed 
by the Eaſt India Company. The Letter is dated the agd of March, and I beg Leave to refer 
to it. 5 * 
* — my underſtand that Letter as prohibiting you from executing. any Guarantee to the 

cr gum . | 1 1 10 1 P 

A. To pledge the Faith of the Company, I certainly did. I conſidered! it as a Prohibition to 

pledge the Faith of the Company to any Agreement with the Elder Begum. 


\ 


Q. Upon what Authority then did you ſign the Treaty, or do any Thing that ſhould, tend to- 


wards pledging the Faith of the Company. How do you diſtinguiſh between pledging the Faith 


of the Company, and ſigning the Treaty as Reſident and Guarantee from the Company at Lucknow, 
pledging the Faith of the Company ? | 8 | | 

A. In one Inſtance the Company would be particularly mentioned; in the other I ſhould only 
ſign the Treaty, and engage to uſe my Influence, as far as I could, in Support of the Begum, to 
prevent any Infringement of che Agreement, whatever it ſhould be. | 


. You ſay, that in point of Fact you did underſtand yourſelf to be prohibited from ing 
the Faith of the Company, but you did not ſuppoſe you was prohibited from ſigning the Gua- 
rantee; and if the Nabob attempted to infringe it, then you, as Reſident, were to take the moſt 
active — you could for ſupporting the Begums ? * * * en 

A. res. | 1735 
Q. Is any ſuch Diſtinction made in this Treaty which, you ſigned ? 
A. In the Treaty juſt read ? | | 
| Q. In the Treaty juſt read, do you obſerve that it makes any Diſtinction between the Two Caſes 
you have put; the One, of the Faith of the Company being directly and effeftually: p ; the 
other, of the Refident of the Company, by his Signature, being pledged to prevent any Infringe- 
ment of the Agreement? de N N. ut: . 
A. I do not obſerve by the Treaty, there is any expreſs Diſtinction. : 
Q. Then are we to underſtand, that the Elder Begum had exactly the ſame Security, as far as 
your Signature went, as the Younger Begum? - | WPF: 1% MST IIA 
The Houſe obſerved, That by the Language the. Witneſs had: made uſe of, he 
ſeemed to think, there was a Diſtinction between the Faith of the Company being 
ledged, in expreſs Words, and the Treaty being ſigned; by him; which would pledge 
— as Reſident, to make all the Terms of it good. 5 | 
The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That no ſuch Diſtinction was made in 
the Treaty; that the Witneſs admitted the Faith of the Company was pledged; by 
his Signature, to the Younger, Begum; and that there, was no Diſtinction in the 
Treaty made with the Elder Begum, Fre N AY ee 
Then the Witneſs was aſked; 0 8 


Did you underſtand the Faith of the Company to be more pledged to the Younger 
Begum than to the Elder Begum, by Means of that Treaty? Fe - * 
5 3 


. o 


} 


(+ 39% 


— 


A. As far as the Elder Begum was rere of tn Cam: 
pany to be pledged, _ „ 0 1 „. 
A fav as the Elder Begem was edncerhed io tar Trea conſidered the F. the 
Company 0 be pledged u her? ; a richof 


q 


Q I have underſtood you hitherto—you Fe b pe oy Faith of the 2 to be f6 
* 110 pledged by your Signature, as if they themſelves had. .made an expreſs Engagrezent 
for it + 


A. That is, in the Treaty with the Elder Begum, to which I hive put my Signature. 


What do you mean b the Co being moe 1 r than t ete to 
FO, Ns Begum? Fn war Seite did you unde bend rick ng 11,0 


A. In Me Treaty ne were pledged to both equally ; 1 conſidered the Articles as 6f ho Cu 
quence. If you alben d, hol Article repeRing the Elder Begum, they are of no Conſequence. 


Q. The Queſtion is wo the Treaty previous to this. Why did you conſider the Company to 
be leſs engaged to rt the Elder Begum by That Treaty, than by this of the 2d of October? 

A. As far as l recbllect that ; it wits than a Signature ih my individual - 
Capacity as Reſident in the Vizier's ourt, to uſe my TI E upon all Oecaſions to prevent the 
Nabob from interfering with che Rights of the Elder Begum. | I have declared to your 


already 
Lordſhips I have no Soft of Recollection of ſigning that Treaty 3 \ matte en ape ina 
n if I did ſign it. I i 


he Via from i terfering, did * 
* TM izier in with what | you t 


| With-the Rights of the 1 Begum? 
© With —— 


. Erin 


. You Had nb Recollection of figning thar? 
3 — . 


Have you any Recollection ? 
r 1 have See Flein k 


G1 f you do not yeeoſte you ſigned that Treaty in Fact, how do you recolieft the DiſtinAion 
Avrthority of the Two Treaties ? 


* fed 1 did the Treas and guns it in the Minor | have non 
explained ir to your Lordſhip. . 
r poſition ? 

N Upen tar So 5 only. I have not a ſufficient Recolledtion inded, I have no Res 


gate of it: I take it for granted it was ſigned, as it appears ſo upon the Pace 
it, 


The Managers for the comin deſired, thit the following Paſfage in the Defen- 


dant's Anſwer, delivered in at the Ber of the Houſe of Lords, might be read to the 
' Witneſs (a). 


The ſame was accordingly dead. 


And that the Governor General and Cotmell, the faid Warren s being then Governor 
General, did thereupon direct the ſard Mr. Middleton to make fact Reprelenearion to the Nabob as 
1s ſtated in the faid Article: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings does not know or believe, that any 
other Interferences, Powers, or Authorities, were made, given, granted, or confirmed by the ſaid 
Governor General, and the ſaid Council, for the Parole a aforeſaid ; and he _y that any Gua- 
rantee of the Britiſh Nation, or any Guarantee of any Kind whatſoever, was, by the Reſident, 


under the Authority of the ſaid Warren Haſtings, ever pledged to the ſaid Elder Begum fot her 
Protection.“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneks : 


Q. Whether you furniſhed Mr, Haſtings with any Minute & that Effect, in aſifting him to 
make his Defence to this Article of the Charge? | 
A. I cannot ſay I remember the particular Minutes 1 furniſhed Mr. Haſtings us * were | in 
gone! ſuch Information as occurred to me hwy the Affairs of be by 


— - + Sf we 


(a) Vide Printed Anſwer to the Second Artis, ITY oa Lice ins 5 Yes 4 
ö Q. But 


(S200) 


*. 7 do you- a recolle& whether you furniſhed him with that particular Minute or not / 
A. I do not. ET 


- Q. Did you receive, after executing this Treaty, any Sanction or Approbation of that Mexfure 
from Mr. Haſtings 
A. I received a Letter from Mr. Haſtings by Ackbur Ali Cawn, which I beg leave to fate to 


your Lordſhips. It is a Letter, dated the agth of March ITEOS 11. ny bouts: 


" The Managers for the Commons ſtated, hey would read the Letter + immodincy: a 
They only wiſhed firſt to aſk; 


Whether the Witnefs knew ah Ackbur Ali Conn: was 71 
A. I cannot ſay I remember his Perſon; but I underſtood, him to be an Agent of the Younger 
Begum, and to have gone down from the Younger Begum as Agent to the Goyernor e. 


" But whether lie was in her N or in what Fer 2 do not n thug, 
A. 1% "or know, ' oh 7 10 3 48] ' 


Then a Book, ante, * Letters from the Board, from i775 to a be e 
0. Was delivered i in. 

Read, the following Extract, being 4 Letter y * the Defendant, 3 Fort 
William, 29th March 1779, to Nathanicl Middleton en nne, 85 the n 
of the Vizier. 1 | 


« To Nathaniel Fiddler Eisele, Keltleve at the Count of the Vizier, 


40 "i 

This ſerves to introduce to you Akber Aly Khan, diſpatched to U tem by che Bahoo | 
Bhegum, for whom I deſire your Civilities and Attention. 

« From the Bhegum's Letters, and the Papers of wh ch ſhe has ſent me Copies, I am ſurptized 
to obſerve, that although the Nabob has repeatedly entered into ſolemn Engagements with her, and 
the Name of the Company pledged for the Performance of them, yet none of them haye been 
obſerved any longer than the Nabob thought proper. Such Inſtances of Breach of Faith bring our 
Name, as well as the Nabob's, into Diſcredit. The Bhegum informs me, that ſhe ſhall reſt 
ſatisfied with the laſt Engagement contracted with her by her Son, to which you have ſet your Seal 
on the Part of the Company as Guarantee, provided ſhè can be affured it will be obſerved. 

I I muſt therefore deſire that you will make uſe of your Influence with the Nabob, to prevent 
his attempting any Act contrary to theſe Engagements; and that if he ſhould at any Time ſo far for- 
t himſelf as to make it neceſſary, you declare to him peremptorily in my Name, and on the 
art of the Council, that we will pay all due Attention to the Bhegum, and afford her Aſſiſtance 
in all Matters when ſhe N oY dagger to es it, and which have a Relation to theſe En- 


Sagements. r . 
Fort William, g Tꝛͤo0ur moſt obedient Servant, 


the 29th March 1779. e N (Signed) Warren Haſtings.” 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs, 


Q. Did you underſtand that Letter. to be a full, compleat, and perfect Sandtion and ber 
bation of the Treaty which you had fo ligned t 
A, I did, 


The Managers for the Commons . acquainted the 1 they bot no further 
* to put to the Witneſs upon the Subject of the Treaty. 
ah (Croſs examined.) The Witneſs has faid, he conſidered that Letter as a full Sanction and 
pprobation of the Treaty he had ſigned. 1 with him to be afked, what "Tony he refers to, and 
oP whom made ? | 


A. The Treaty with the Bhow. Begum. | Airy | 1 
Q. Of what Date? | OY CAM IN | 6, n ee 
A. The Date is the 3d of October 1778. 


2 Did you underſtand that Sanction and Arbe as relating to Gt Treaty only ? 
A. To that Treaty only; certainly. 


I (From à Lord.) If I miſtook not, in hearing the Letter read, therd are theſe Words, and 
"all the other Engagements;“ if thefe Words appear upon the Face of the Treaty, 1 would 
wiſh to know what you underſtood by them? 
A. -I underſtood, all the other e with the Bhow Begum. 1 underſtood the Lever 
to refer lolely | to the Engagements w wo Bhow Beguen, N e e G 0 
1 ol was + A inen. , 1 1 


9 | - 


( $21 * 


Did you underſtand the Treaty as referring folely to the Bhow VINE! 2 C 
* 1 oe. obſerved there were ſome Clauſes in it reſpecting the Elder Be gum, x TACT. 


Q. Can you tell upon what. Foundation you underſtood the Letter to refer not to thoſe Clauſes 
reſpecting the Elder Begum, but to thoſe reſpecting the Bhow ü Ae 17711 1. 
A. To the whole Treaty I underſtaod it to refer. 1 RN N 


N 2 the fol lowing Queſtions, and Anfijers of the Wiel, thereto, were read by the 
er 


Q: Did not the Nabob, at the Time of exicuting the Treaty of 1753. give "rey A Coclnama as | 
Pledge upon that Occaſion ? 
A. I underſtood he did. 


| Was that Coolnama cranfinicted to cu or C of it? 
Nr ” 155 


Then the Witneſs was aſked: 


6 om @ Lord.) Was that Codlnama, which you underſtood to be grand ia in we Year 1775 
by Cabos to the Bhow Begum, ſigned by you? | 
A. No: I was not there at the Time. 


You ſay you did not ſign the Coolnama, as know of NM ew . WW 
Ar 855 „ 


Do you remember igning any Coolnama, if did not i u e oh ? 
iP The One that has — * 0-day. Fo * rep 


Q. You call that a Coolnama ? 
A. I call that a Coolnama, 


(from a Lord.) Whether you ever ernnſtnicthd to Mr. Haſtings, or to the * that N 
which was entered into in October 1778, or the Inſtrument, whatever it was? 
A. I do not remember whether I did or not. 


Q. Recollect, if you can, whether you did or did not ih 
a A. I ſhould rather think I did not, as I do not underſtand that it appears upon the Hun 
ence. 


adde you underſtood,” that the Board knew or received any Account of che TranſaQtion; 
Time the Younger Begum ſent down her Agent to the Board with an Account of it? , 
I ſhould apprehend not, 


r. Then I ſhould be glad to know, if that Account had not been ſent down, and the Board had 
now of that Tranſaction, whether your See and Guarantee would have bound the 


dee s Faith ? 
A. If any Cauſe had ariſen in which I ſhould have. had Occaſion to recur to the Powers of that 


Guarantee, I muſt of Neceſſity have made a n (heh to the Governor General * ene 
ſnould conceive it would. 


Q. You conceive the Government would have been bound, though they had not given ary po- 
ſitive or ſpecifick Sanction to it? 

A. I ſhould conceive they would, becauſe I conceive this Coolnama to be very little or nothing 
more than a Confirmation of the former n which had been ſanctißed by the Approbation 
of the Governor General and Council. 


Q. (from a Lord.) I ſhould be very glad to lr for what Reaſon i it was, chat you did not ſend 
an Account of this material Tranſaction, either to the Governor, or the Board? 

A. I could have had no other Reaſon, than not conſidering it as a new Tranſaftion, but merely 
a Confirmation of the former Coolnama of 1775. 


Q. I ſhould be glad to know then, now the Treaty has been read to you, whether, by com- 
paring it with the former, you are ready, upon your own Obſervation, to lay they are preciſely 


the ſame ? : 
A. They are not preciſely the ſame ; there are ſome Exchanges of See: propoſed and 


agreed to by the Nabob and the Begum mutually. : 


. Whether there is not a Clauſe, wen the Nabob binds himſelf to Guys no Loan of 
the Elder Begum ? | | 
A. No 1 do not recollect i it, 


* 


The following Paſſage of the ſaid Treaty was read. 


60 Moreover, his Highneſs ſhall not, at any future Period, make Demand of a Loan, or any 


W Demand, from her 9 Further; his * ſhall not, at any futuie Time, 2 
| Oh * 


( 522 )) 
fire from ker Highneſs the Exchange of Sy Places of the old or new Jäghites :- Which dd nd 
new Jaghires were fixed to her Higtmefs in che Exchange lately made by the Nabob. 

Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: D 

Q. In what Light did you ee the —— in _— of he Neb Dit you unter- 
ſtand it to protect the ſpecifick Property guaranteed, or to allow a Reſumption of it, in Conſide- 
ration of an Equivalent; Did you andefttund rhe Eſtate in the Fate 60 be ſecured, or only 
the Rent and Value of it? KN 4 

A. That is Matter of Opinion; which I could wiſh your Eordſhips would excuſe my ſpeak- 
ing to. | 15 

Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: 5 

Q, Why did you omit to inform the Board of this Treaty which, you ſigned upon the 3d of 
on r 17782 | 

. I can aſſign no Reaſon for it. 


Q. I underſtobdd you to ſay, when the Queſtiva was put to you before, that you looked 
upon the Articles to be but ſmall Changes from what was contained in the Freaty of 1775 ? 
A. Yes; I did ſay fo. | | 7 


Q. Was that your Reaſon; or had you no Reaſon ? : 
A: I have no Reaſon that I can at this Time recollect. 


Q. At the Time you figned any of thoſe Treaties-as' Guarantee, or as a Reſident, did you 
produce to the Begums, or to the Nabob, any Authority for doing fo ? | 
A. I do not recolle& producing any Authority; it is probable, that having ſuch Authority, 1 
ſhould mention it to them. | a | 
, {from a Lyrd.) When you ſigned any Treaty, guaranteeing the Company, how were the 
ihe the Begums, to ks hte the Treaty, 97 Ihich they 1 — 1 was, or wag 
_ RF guaranteed by the Company, unlefs your Authority was produced to them 
conſtantly ? + 


The Witneſs defired the Queſtion to be repeated. 
The Witneſs was aſked, 


Q. Did you explain to the Nabob, ot to the Begum, of had they any Means in the World of 
knowing, when you ſigned the Treaty, whether they had, or had not, to depend upon the Cotris 
pany for the Performance of it ? | 

A. It is moft probable 1 did * to the Begum the Authority upon which, I adted—1 
could not produce the Authority of the Board, becauſe it would not have been intelligible to the 

Begum. | | | | 

By the Anfwers you have made, there is a Difference in your Account of the Tranſactions 

with thofe Princeſſes, between a Treaty ſigned under the expreſs Guarantee of the Company, and a 
Treaty only ſigned by yourſelf as Reſident ; the Queſtion propoſed to you is this; whether, ac- 
cording to your Knowledge and Behef, they were appriſed of that Diſtinction, or not? 

A. I ſhould 4 that the Bhow Begum was appriſed I had Authority to guarantee her 

Treaty; the Elder Begum could not have underſtood any Thing of that Kind, as I certainly had 
no exprets Authority for it, | 


Q. See whether J make myſelf underſtood by you. You have ſtated this Sort of Difference: 
That the Company was bound, where they were exprelsly named Parties, and where they gave 
Authority and Ratification to what was done: But you think they were not bound by the ſimple 
Act of your Signature, as Reſident, Fhe Queſtion propoſed to you is this; Did the Begums, or 
did 1 not, know of the Diſtinction that you make between the different Modes of Gua- 
rantee ?. | ; | ED 

A. They probably did: I have no Doubt but they did. C4 

Q. (from a Lord). You have ſaid, in Anſwer to a- former Queſtion, that you thought the 
Company were bound by your Signature; which you afterwards explained to be only, becauſe 
it was a Confirmation of a former Treaty. I wiſn to know, how the Begums, or the Nabob, 

could poſſibly know that fuch a Diſtinction exiſted, which made the Guarantee void or valid? 

A. 1 muſt certainly have explained to the Bhow Begum, what the Extent of my Authority was, 
what the diſcretionary Powers of my Office were: I do conceive, and I have no Doubt, I informed 
her at the Time, that I conſidered the Act I did, by confirming the Agreement between her and 
the Nabob, as nothing more than the Confirmation of the former Coolnama : I have no Doubt 1 
informed her fo at the Time. 2 ah! 3 
Qt. Attend to the Queſion: You make a Difference between a Treaty authoriſed by, and after- 
' wards expreſsly ratified by the Company, and a Treaty ſimply ſigned by the Reſident, without 
ſuch previous Authority, or ſubſequent Ratification. The ſingle Queſtion now put is; How you 

3 25 ſuppoſe 


\ 


682309 
ſuppoſe the Princes of that Country ſhould be = appr f tht pure. emen, 


that Diſtinction known to them? 
A. I don't recollect that I did. 


. (from a Lord.) Whether you conſider your ur Signature as pledgi 
0880 ou might be culpable yourſelf for doing it without Authori 
A. No I do not conceive it would in all Cale 


According to your Opinion of the TranfaQtion, ds you . che Nabob would be bound 
Ki the one Side, if your Signature would not bind the — upon the 0 Have you 
formed any Opinion upon it or not? 
A. No, I have not. 8 | | 8 


« (from 4 Lord.) The Queſtion i is, ie che eb. or the Princeſſes, or en of them, 
did or gy not underſtand the Treaty to * binding upon the Company by Means of your Signa- 
ture only 


A. It 1 ſeem the Begum did not, as ſhe ſent down her t to Calcutta expreſsly to a 
Confirmation of it from the Governor General and Council. Agent pr V get 


(by the. Managers.) Whether upon the following Queſtion being aſked, upon a formes 2 
OIL « Do you know, from your Reſidence in 1 whether 11 Uſage of In- 
doſtan, and according to the Opinion of the People of that Country, the Atteſtation of a Perſon 
of the Rank of Sir Robert Barker is nn as a Guarantee Tou wi not anſwer 1 | ak 


ene th Fi fog 


wat” 


The Managers for the Commons were informed, A the pr proper Que Queſtion to me 
put was, whether the Witneſs conſidered the Atteſtation of Sir Robert Barker, in 
the Situation in which he was, as a Guarantee binding upon the Engliſh Nation 3 


A. The Queſtion was not aſked, What I conſidered, but what the Parties contraſting would 


conſider, I did ſuppoſe, from the "high Situation in which Sir R6bert Barker oy the ct 
Fyzoola Eawn would conſider it as pledging the Faith of the Company. 


Q. What was Sir Robert Barker's Situation? | | 
A. He w a3 Commander in Chif oft Bi Army, with conderble Powers as I undefizod, 
Negotiation | 


of 


n e Lord.) Whether the Signature of the Reſident emp ed by the 8 
with the Nabob, or any other Prince, would not be of as — ES One * ＋* 


Company would not be as r as they would by the Atteſtation of Sir Robert Barker 
in the Situation in which he ſtood f Ret 


The Witneſs deſired the Queſtion to be repeated. | ih ene ot 


6. 


Q. You, have ſaid you had ſome Know of the Situation in which Sir Robert Barker was, 
and it is a Compariſon between Sir Robert Bar er's Situation and yours as Reſident at Lucknow: 
The Queltion i is, Whether, upon that Compariſon! as well as you are able to make ir, you think 
that the Signature of the Reſident at Lucknow would not be as effectual to bind the n, as 
the Atteſtation of Sir Robert Barker to a Treaty? 

A. It would be much the ſame, I ſhould conceive. 


( from a Lord.) Had you any written Credentials given the Company to be 8 
een. At Lucknow, when you went to reſide there, * the Nature and Extent of 
your Powers | 


A. ny eee, tho e r LI nh heb 
ing him generally of my Appointment to reſide at his Court. 


Q. That Letter was preſented ? Ne Lane * 
A. Yes. 5 5 0 


Q. Did you make any other Repreſentation to the Nabob, beſides what chat Letter contained, 
of the Extent of the Powers with which you were charged ? 
A. No; I do not think I did. ; 


Q. Do you know whether the Bhow Begum received from Mr. Haſtings any other | Account 
*your a there, beſides what the Letter of Credence gave her * 
A. No I do not know that ſhe did. 


to the 
_ Witneſs. ray 29s om Bop, 9 which he had beep daily recurring, N 
ee, 


n bi ere ee en 


| ; F 1 1 5 
- 9 * n * 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, They would now nd a Paſſa 


1 


( 524 ) 


Then Book tog, intituled, © Bengal Perſian Correſpotidenice,” was delivered in. 
Read, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Mother of the Nabob Afoph 
ul Dowlah, beginning at Page 287 of the ſame Book, Written the 18th December. 


6 Mr. Middleton is going on my Part to reſide with the Vizier. I have recommended to his 
ſtricteſt Attention whatever you may wiſh to have effected. I beg you will regard Whatever he 
may reprelent to you as coming from -myſelf ; and I do not doubt, but that by his good Offices 
he will be able to accompliſh what I have greatly at Heart the Re- eſtabliſnment of Confidence 
and Affection between you and the Vizier your Son.” 10 e ee e 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs. Y 


Did you conſider that as a Letter of Credence to the Bhow Begum ? 
A. Yes, I did; but I beg Leave to obſerve, that this is not one of my Books: I applied re- 
Pen dr, this Morning for a Sight of it to refreſh my Memory, with reſpect to the Treaty that has 
cen read, without being able to obtain a Peruſal of it. | i 


Q Did you, or not, remember that Letter, at the Time you gave the former Anſwer ? 
A. I never ſaw that Letter before, nor knew of it. 1 RA 


Q. Was you the Bearer of that Letter yourſelf ? | 
A. Not as I remember; I do not remember carrying any Letter to the Begum whatever. 


Q. From all you recolle& in the Correſpondence, do you recolle& any other Letter from Me. 
Haſtings to the Bhow Begum, which credited you to her? 
A. Not at this Moment. 


Q. The Witneſs has ſaid, he never heard or read this Letter before; 1 would aſk, Whether 
he was not in Court, the other Day, within a few Yards from where he now ſtands, when that 
Letter was read here ? | reps 53 
A. I do not remember ever hearing the Letter before, 


Q. (from a Lord). Whether you mean to ſay, you never ſaw that Letter at any Time, ac> 
cording to your Memory; or only, that you have never ſeen it ſince you came to England? © 
A. I never recollect to have ſeen it at any Time. | 


Q. Whether it is the Cuſtom of the Reſident's Office to keep, in the Office, Tranſlations of 
all Perſian Toners z and to ſend thoſe Tranſlations, together with the original Letters themſclves, 
to Calcutta? | 22 © env | | a Hun 

A. I do not underſtand it to be a general Cuſtom: In ſome Caſes, no Doubt, it may be ſo. 
Q. Do you remember this Whether a Copy of that Letter which Mr. Haſtings wrote to the 


Begum, was ſent to you as the Reſident ? TS 
A. I do not remember that any Copy was ſent ; I do not recolle& the leaſt about it. 


Q. C Lord). 1 wiſh to know, whether Mr. Haſtings, in any Converſation previous to 
your going to the Reſidentſhip, expreſſed to you, that he had ſent the Begum Word, you were to 
eon by her as the confidential Agent, or Miniſter, between him and the Begum; and 
to take care of her Concerns ? 5 . 

A. I cannot charge my Memory with any ſuch Converſation: But I take it for granted, Me. 
Haſtings would inform me, he ſhould write to the Begum of my Appointment; and that he 
would inform the Begum of my Appointment. ap 17 n 

Q. (from the Managers. )- Whether in the Intercourſe between the Britiſh Governor and any 
of the Princes of India, the Authority of a Reſident to tranſact with them, has ever been 


doubted ? - | wo 
A. I recolle& One Inſtance, in the Caſe of the Nabob Fyzoola Cawn. 


Q. Would a Doubt, ſuggeſted in that Manner by One of the Indian Princes, be I6oked upon 
N as diſreſpectful to the Government, or to the Reſident who repreſented that Government? 
h A. I did look upon it in that Light. | | | 


Then the Managers for the Commons defired an Extract of a Letter from Mr. 
Middleton to Mr. Barwell, dated 2oth April 1778, might be read. 

Read, the following Extract from Book 77, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page 210 of the ſame Book. | OA ; oy 
WY ThE o Mr, Daniel Barwelt. | 

« As I conſider the Doubts and Suſpicions Fyzoolah Khan has thought proper to Manifeſt, 
and indeed to declare, of my being duly authoriſed to act in this Buſineſs, as a perfonal' Iaſult 


to my ſelf, and as the higheſt Indignity to the Authority I have the Honour to repreſent ; it is 
| | 3 therefore 


( 5385 ) 


therefore incumbent upon me, as well in Juſtice to my own Feelings, as in Support of the pub- 
lick Authority veſted in me, to inſiſt upon his receiving the Guarantee in the Form, and under 
the Sanction, it has been tranſmitted. to him, or upon yout putting a Stop to all further Negocia- 
tion with him, and immediately withdrawing yourſelf from his Court. I cannot, conſiſtently with 
my Duty, and the Dignity of my Employers, aſſent to any other Alternative; for, to gratify 
Fyzoolah Khan in his preſerit Demand, would not only be to deviate from an invariable Practice 
of the Setvice, and tacitly to ſubmit to the Inſult he has offered to my publick Character, but 
would alſo be admitting a Precedent which might, and certainly would, be fraught with Conſe- 
quences entirely deſtruCtive of that deciſive Conduct on many Occaſions expected from me, as 
well as allowing him to dictate to the Honourable Board, and, in Fact, to arrogate to bimſelf the 
Right of preſctibing te Terms of their Indulgence.” “ paints oi ads Jo 
| en (Signed, at the End of the Letter] WEB 


© Lucknow, 5 | at Nathaniel Middleton, . 
e 8 | Fey | Reſident at the Vizier's Court. ' 
| Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs,” | x 


would not have made them an Anſwer ſimilar to that? 
A. If the Bhow Begum had done it, I certainly ſhould. 
Q. Why not, if the Elder Begum had ? 
A. Becauſe I had no Authority for any Agreement with the Elder Begum. 
| Q The Queſtion is a general one: Whether if N Perſon, with whom you pretended to have 
an Authority to treat, had doubted the Fact of your having ſueh Authority, you would not have 
treated their Doubt in the Manner you treated this of Fyzoola Cawn ? N 
A. I think 1 hould. * la OL 


A. Did you ever tell the Elder Begum, that you-had no Authority to pledge the Faith of the. 


Q. Whether, if either of the Begutns Had doubred your Authority to become à Guarantee, you 


rue ee neee 
A. I cannot charge my Memory with ſuch a Communicatioſi to her. I am pretty cortaid I 
never told her Gn Pia! ſuch an Authority. | | 


In your Tranſactions with the Elder Begum, do you ſuppoſe ſhe would have concluded you | 
had ſuch Authority, unleſs you had told her negatively, you had not ? þ 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay what might have been her Judgment. Ce Wk 
Q. Was there any Thing in your Tranſactions with her, that would have given het to appre- 
1 5 had ſuch Authority, unleſs you had expreſsly denied having ſuch Authority ? | 
I fancy not. | | 4 


Q. Did you, or not, think your Authori was general Lat that Court, that you had a ſufficient 
Aer to tranſact any Thing there? n | | | IO! | 
A. 1 A nor conceive the general Authority of my Situation to be of that Extent. 


Q You are deſired to recollect yourſelf; and ſay, whether, according to your Memory, as far 
as you were concerned in it, the Governor General was left in total Ignorante of the Tr ion of 
the 3d of October 1778, till Acbar Ali Cawn carried choſe Inſtruments to him ? BAR ee It 

A. I have no Knowledge which induces me to think the contrary. X 


Q., ( from 2 Lord.) An Extract of a Letter from the Witneſs has been read, in which he 
promiſes to give an Account of the Succeſs of his different Negociations, and of the Steps he is 
to take: I would aſk, whether any, and what Notice, was taken of that Letter by the Board or 

y the Governor General; whether they ever obſerved upon his total Silence from the Time that 
made that Promiſe, in which. he expreſsly ſays, that he ſhall give them an Account of his 
Succeſe? Do you recollect the Letter that has been read, in which you promiſed to give the 
= an Account of the Succeſs of your Tranſactions? | FRO If, 

EPI 121 e eee 

3 Then the Queſtion put to you is, Whether any Notice was ever taken by the Government 
of 7 Letter, or of your not having given an Account of thoſe Tranſactions in Conformity 
co it | | — | Fats | | 
A. No: I do not recolle& any Notice was taken. 


Q. (froma Lord.) 1 underſtand the Witneſs to have ſaid, that he made Application this 

Morning to the Managers upon the Part of the Commons, for Leave to inſpect certain Books in 

pg in order to refreſh his Memory, and that ſuch Permiſſion was refuſed.-I wiſh to 

| to whom did he make ſuch Application, and who it was that ſo refuſed him? 

A. I hope I have not been underſtood to have made any ſuch Charge againſt the FTonourable 

A I came down here early this Morning, under an Aſſurance that T ſhould be allowed to 
my on Books, as well as a Book of Perſian Correſpondence, which I wiſhed to refer to L, => 

| | | ru 


{ as ) -: i 


Peruſal of that Treaty which has been juſt read to your Lordſhips. - 1 had Acceſs to my on 
_ v_— in the Cuſtody — Mr. White, wha] 1 believe, is Clerk to the Committee ß 
e Honoura anagers.—But this other Book of the Perſian Correſpondence, not ing to 

me, I could not get Acceſs to it. | T i | nne 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that the Book of Perſian : 
Correſpondence was in the Cuſtody of the Houſe, for the Purpoſe of the Evidence 
delivered on a former Day being printed, _ FIT 3 20 An ee 


Then the Managers for the Commons ſtated, they had | done entirely upon the Head 
of the Treaties. They ſhould proceed therefore to aſk a few Queſtions of the Witneſs, 
relative to the intimate and confidential Connection between him and Mr. Haſtings, 


Whether you conſidered yourſelf as in a peculiar Degree of Confidence with Mr. Haſti 
„i 0 were Reſident at Lucknow ? | PAX Ran 


A. I did conſider myſelf as poſſeſſing a conſiderable Share of Mr. Haſtings's Confidence. 


Q. Whether you had not frequently ſeparate Communications with Mr. Haſtings upon Publick 
Afﬀairs ;—Communications which were not addreſſed to, nor made to the Board?? : 
A. It is poſſible I on upon ſome Occaſions, communicate with Mr. Haſtings ſeparately” 


from the reſt of the Board :—Poſlibly I might. 
Q. Private Letters ? 


A. Private Letters. 1 
Q I do not aſk © poſſibly,“ but did you, or did you not ? 
Q. Did you ever conſider Mr, N Direction to you as a ſufficient Authority to 
you to act? Did you receive from Mr. Haſtings any ſeparate Directions, not purporting to be Or- 


ders from the Board ? Af | 
- A.. Not till Mr. Haſtings came up to Chunar, inveſted with the Whole Authority of the Board? 


I was then inſtructed to conſider him and his ſingle Authority as the Authority of the Board. 


Q. Then, before Mr. Haſtings came up to Chunar, you do not remember to have received any . 
Inſtructions from him, which did not purport to be the Inſtructions of the Board ? | + 
A. No; no Inſtructions upon which I could take any official Step. 5 awd. 


Q: Whether you can take upon you to ſay, you never acted in a publick Manner upon the Di- 
rection which you underſtood to be Mr, Haſtings's ſeparate Direction, apart from the of the 
Board ? | N | 6. # * 
A. Previous to that? 5 | 1 4 
Q. Previous to Mr. Haſtings's Arrival at Chunar ? e 
A. I cannot ſay I can call to my Mind any Inſtance where I did take any official Step upon a 
private Intimation from Mr. Haſtings. Nn e 
.. Q. Whether you conſidered yout Publick Correſpondence as a Matter addreſſed to the Board, 
bag, * which = Board at large had the Controul ? | een 
A. Certainly I did. ' ; $5.6 4. 
Q. Whether you ever, at any Time, delivered any Part of your publick Correſpondence to 
Mr. Haſtings, by the private Order of Mr. Haſtings, and without any Order from the Board ? 
A. I muſt beg Leave to enter into an Explanation upon this Subject. When I firſt went 
up to the Court of the Vizier Sujah ul Dowlah, m7 Appointment was that of Agent to Mr. 
Haſtings z I was directed to correſpond with him alone, upon every Matter that ſhould come 
within my Department. I did ſo; and, upon the Appointment of the new Government, they 
were pleaſed to call upon me for all my Cotreſpondence with Mr. Haſtings, during the Period I 
had reſided at the Court of Sujah ul Dowlah: But conceiving myſelf to have ated in that 
Coyrt by the ſole Authority of Mr. Haſtings, and myſelf to be amenable to him for all my Acts 
there, I did not conſider myſelf as warranted in giving up that Correſpondence to any Authority 
but his; and I therefore did refuſe it to the Government, when they demanded it of me; and it 
was afterwards delivered up to Mr. Haſtings, at his Requilition. | WEN, 


Q. Did not that Correſpondence relate to publick Matters? | 

A: lt belonged to both publick and private; to perſonal Matters. es ew Xi 
Q. Was not the Time you are ſpeaking of, long prior to the Treaty of Chunar, and the new 
Government? How long before the Appointment of the new Government, had you been ap- 


pointed Agent under Mr. Haſtings ? ; Kate 
A. Ithink it was in the Year 1774, I was appointed there. 


Q. Did you underſtand yourſelf as the private Agent of Mr. Haſtings down to the Year 19812 
<2 Cf | HE. | "0 
| X | | Q. When 
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| 4.0080. 9: 
©, When did your private Agency with Mr. Haſtings determine? 
ps, * Upon my Recall by the New Government. 9" | 

Q. When was that ? F 1 ö 
K About the End of the Year 1754. 
Q. 1 —— Firſt Appointment had been in the Year 1974? 
A. In the Beguiditig of the Year 1774. 700 | 


Q. Da yan recollect when you was recalled ? 
A. I was recalled in October 1774. * 


Therefore your private Agency with Mr. Haſtings was ftom the Beginning of the Veat 
1774 9 October 1774, when you was recalled by the new Government ? 
es. | BY | | | 


* 12 private Agent at Lucknow at any other Time but that ? 
» 0. _— 7 


Qt (by the Managers.) Whetlier after the Period of your Recall in 1774, you ever delivered 
up any Part of you Correſpondence to Mr. Haſtings ? When was it, in Fact, that you delivered 
up the Correſpondence to Mr. Haſtings that you refuſed to the Government? . 

A. I do not recollect the exact Period when I delivered it up to him. 


Qt Did you ever withhold, or refuſe to delivet up, any of your Correſpondence at any other 

Time than that ? 

A. Never, any other Correſpondence. 

Qi. Did you ever propoſe, after you ceaſed to be Mr. Haſtings's private Agent, to write any 

publick Letters in ſuch Form as Mr. Haſtings himfelf ſhould — bt different from the Letters 

you had wrote to him before ? | | | 

A. I do recolle& an Inſtance in Anſwer to a publick Letter from Mr. Haſtings, mention- 

— him in a private Letter, that if I had miſunderſtood his Directions, and acted upon 
iples that he did not wiſh; if I had acted upon miſtaken Principles, I was willing to correct 

. 2 Letter, and to make it conformable to his Wiſhes: I have a Recollection of ſuch an 

nſtance. 


Q Do you mean that theſe Letters were to be ſubſtituted in the Place of Letters which had 
been actually written? | | fa. | | 
A. It was in Anſwer to a Letter written by himſelf; At this Time Mr. Haſtings was up the 
Country, and had all the Powers of Government veſted in himſelf. 5 : : 


Q. Was your Propoſal to write to him another Letter upon the ſame Subject, upon which you 
Ny onyx a former Letter, to be ſubſtituted in the Place of that former Letter, and Hat | 
the former one was to be withdrawn ? | | 

A. The private Letter, which I have juſt mentioned, accompanied a publick Letter, and, in 
the private Letter, I declared myſelf to the Purpoſe I have juſt now mentioned. 


The Letter was ordered to be read. 


The ſame was ——y read, from Book 8a, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page 203 of the ſame . 


. o 8 8 

. « My dear Sir, | | Lucknow, 3zoth December 178 t. 

* have this Day anſwered your publick Letter in the Form you ſeemed to expect. I hope 
there is nothing in it that may to you _=_ too pointed, If you wiſh the Matter to be otherwiſe - 
underſtood than I have taken up and ſtated it, — not ſay I ſhall be ready to conform to 
whatever you may preſcribe, and to take upon myſelf the Share of the Blame of the —_— 
Non-performance of the Stipulations made on Behalf of the Nabob; though I do aſſure you, 
myſelf repreſented to his Excellency and the Miniſters, conceiving it to. be your Deſire, that the ap- 
parent Aſſumption of the Reins of his Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly conſidered it 
at the firſt View,) as ſpecified in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully and 
Uterally enforced ; but that it was neceſſary you ſhould have ſomething to ſhew on your Side, as 
the Company were deprived of a Benefit, without a Requital ; and, upon the Faith of this Aſ- 
ſurance alone, I believe I may ſafely affirm his Excellency's Objections to ſigning the Treaty were 
OB ap. If I have underſtood the Matter wrong, or miſconceived your Deſign, I am truely ſorry 

it; however it is not too late to correct the Error; and I am ready to undertake, , God 


it; 
ling, to carry through whatever you may, on Receipt of my Publick Letter, tell me is your final 
Reſolve. | g 


hy If you determine, at all Events, that the Meaſure of reducing the Nabob's Army, &c. ſhall 
be immediately undertaken, I ſhall take it as a particular Favour if you will indulge me with a 
Line at Fyzabad, that I may make the * previous Arrangements with reſpect to the Diſpoſal. 
| 5 of 
A: | 
. -P 


of my Family, which I would not wiſh to retain here, in the Event either of a Rupture with the 
Nabob, or the Neceſſity of employing our Forces on the Reduction of his Aumils and Troops. This 
done, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return from Fayzabad. 

. | Lam, &c. &c. | 
* Nath, Middleton (a).“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : rb 
Q. Whethet this Letter was not written at the Time the Negociations and Tranſactions were 


going on reſpecting the depriving the Begums of their Treaſures and Jaghires ? 


A. It was. | 


Q. Whether you had not a Publick and Private diſtin Correſpondence going on with Mr. 
Haſtings during the Whole of the Tranſactions reſpecting the Jaghires ? 
A. I was in Correſpondence with Mr. Haſtings the whole Time, both publickly and privately, 
as appears from the Letters on Record. ET ifs 


Q. Have all your private Letters upon that Subje appeared, or were they afterwards delivered 


up by you to Mr. Haſtings ? 


p 1 one were delivered up by me to Mr, Haſtings. I believe they all appeared upon that 
udject. . X | ; 5 | 
Q. It is a Miſtake in putting the Queſtion: The Queſtion is, Whether they were afterwards 
delivered up by Mr. Haſtings 78 V V 18 | 

A. No. | 
Q All the private Letters were not delivered up by Mr. Haſtings? 

A. All the Letters that paſſed upon this Subjeck, th publick and private, I believe are upon 
Record. I delivered none up to Mr. Haſtings, nor did he deliver up any to me. 


. Whether all the Letters you wrote to Mr. Haſtings, or which you wrote to any other Per- 


ſon, in order to be communicated to Mr. Haſtings, upon that n blick Buſineſs reſpeRing the 


Begums, were delivered up, and whether they are all upon R 
A. I believe they are. 


Qi Have you looked to the Records wherein this Correſpondence is entered ? 


A. I have ſeen the Books that have been publiſhed upon this Buſineſs. 


Q Do you believe thoſe Books contain all the Letters you wrote upon that Subject? 
A. They contain all, that I have the leaſt Recollection of, upon the Subject. 


Qi. Had you any private Correſpondence with Sir Elijah Impey to be communicated-to Mr. 
A 


Haſtings upon that Subject? 


A. I had. 


. Do thoſe appear ,upon Record ? 
* They do. | 


Q. Upon what Records ? 
A. Upon the Proceedings of the Committee of the Houſe of Commons. 


Q, I underſtood you, by Records, to mean the Tranſactions of the Government at Calcutta? 
A. No; they do not appear uþon the Record there, . 


Yo had a Letter read to you juſt now: I do not know whether I perfectly underſtand the 
Effe 


of it. Did you mean, in that Letter, to make Mr.“ Haſtings an Offer of withdrawing the 
Letter you had actually written to him upon a publick Subject, and to ſubſtitute any other Letter 
in the Place of it in a different Form?) 

A. If it is not taking up too much of your Lordſhips' Time, I wiſh the Letter and my Anſwer 
to be read, —Your Lordſhips will then ſee there is f Difference of Sentiment and Opinion 
between me and Mr. Haſtings, and I wiſhed to make it palatable to him. - I was fearful I might 
have expreſſed myſelf with roo much Warmth. 5 


The Suggeſtion that aroſe in my Mind, upon reading that Letter, was this, that you meant 
to make an Offer to Mr. Haſtings, of withdrawing the Letter you had written? 

A. Of altering that Letter, if I had expreſſed myſelf in Terms offenſive to him : Of with- 
drawing that Letter, and writing another more conformable to his Wiſhes. 


Q. Did you mean to alter that Letter in any other Reſpect, than with regard to perſonal 
Expreſſions to Mr. Haſtings: Did you mean to alter it with reſpect to any publick Tranſ- 
action? : 7 

A. No. 


** * 


* 


—_ 


Read, 


11 


— 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 514. 


t | 
Read, the following Extracts from Book 82 before delivered in, beginning at Page 


188 of the ſame Book. 


ce Appendix to Conſultations, 12th June 1783. 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 


"70 Sir, 18 


% To the Honoutable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. 


The folemn Call you have made upon me, in your Commands of the 26th inſtant, with 
which I was honoured Yeſterday, demands from me the moſt unreſerved and decided Reply: And 


that I might not advance. an 
For the Sake of Perſpicuity, 


2 


aſtily, I took all Yeſterday to deliberate upon my Reply. 
ught it beſt to recapitulate the ſeveral Paragraphs of your 


Letter, and arrange my Anſwers to them reſpectively in the ſame Order. 


* 1ſt. My Mind has been, for ſome Days, ſuſ- 
pended between Two oppoſite Impulſes; One 
ariſing from the Neceſſity of my Return to Cal- 
curtta ; the other, from the Apprehenſion of my 
Preſence being more immediately and more ur- 
gently wanted at Lucknow. Your Anſwer to 
this ſhall decide my Choice. 


« To this Paragraph I freely anſwer, that your 
Preſence is in no Shape neceſſary here, but, on 
the contrary, could not fail of being of conſi- 
derable Retardment to the Collections; becauſe, 
in theſe Countries, the Motions of Governors 
are looked upon to imply great intended Exer- 


tions, and, with them, great Changes; conſe- 


vently, all Agents in publick Stations, from 
the higheſt to the meaneſt, put an immediate 


Stop to all their Avocations, and gaze motion- 


ad. 1 have waited thus long in Hopes of 
hearing that ſome Progreſs has been made in the 
Execution of the Plan which I concluded with 
the Nabob in September laſt. I do not find 
that any Step towards it has yet been taken, 
though Three Months are elapſed ; and little 
more than that Period did appear to me requiſite 
to have accompliſhed the moſt eſſential Parts of 
it; and to have brought the Whole into Train. 
This Tardineſs, — the Oppoſition prepared 
to the only decided Act yet undertaken, have a 
bad Appearance. 


have received, and what I have diſburſed. 


leſs for the Reſult. This is the Height of the 
Kheriff Collection; and any Impediment now 
thrown in the Way loſes the Produce of the 
Crop. The encloſed Statement ſhews what 8 
c 
will, at firſt Sight, evince the Importance of 
realizing every immediate Reſource, The cur- 
rent Diſburſements of the Second Brigade have 
not been made good : and the Arrears due from 
the Nabob to the late temporary Brigade and 
Cavalry, agreeably to Stipulations, have not yet 


| been liquidated. 


- « In Reply to the Second Paragraph, I beg 


Leave to 9 former Letters, ſtating 


the turbulent State the Country. Three 
Months is a Period in which the Changes you 
_ to probably might have been effected in 
Times of perfect Tranquillity; but when all the 
Diſtricts acroſs the Gogra were in Arms, and 
all the Jagheerdars (a very numerous and power- 
ful Body) were very little ſhort of the ſame State 
in every Diſtrict, and for the regulating and 
Reduction of whom, the Aumils were princi- 
pally to be applied to, could a general Chem, 
'or Attack upon thoſe Aumils, with Eaſe have 
been undertaken ? I think not but I put this 
Argument of the Practicability or Impracticabi- 
lity out of the Queſtion, as it was not that Con- 
ſideration which prevented me from enforcing 
the Meaſures recommended by you to the Nabob 
in the Treaty. The Fact is this; I did not un- 
derſtand, at the Pcriod of executing the Agree- 
ment between you and the Vizier, that your 
Intention was, that the Whole of the Reform 
propoſed was, in its fulleſt Extent, to take place 
this Lear; nor, indeed, at all, if the Company's 
Debt became liquidated. I conceived your In- 
terference in the Nabob's Government tended 


ſolely to eſtabliſh the Means of the moſt ſpeedy 


Payment poſſibly of the Company's Debt, 
and that whenever this ſhould be accompliſh- 
ed, every Shadow of Interference was to be 


— 


- deliſted 
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« 2d, 1 approve the Nabob's Reſolution to 
deprive the ms of their ill employed Trea- 
ſures. In both Services it muſt be your Care to 
prevent an Abuſe of the Power given to thoſe 
that are employed in them. You yourſelf ought 
to be perſonally preſent. You muſt not allow 
any Negociation or Forbearance, but muſt pro- 
ſecute both Services until the Begums are at the 
entire Mercy of the Nabob, their Jagheers in 
the quiet Poſſeſſion of his Aumils, and their 
Wealth in ſuch Charge as may ſecure it againſt 
private Embezzlement. You will have a Force 
more than ſufficient to effect both theſe Pur 


poles. | 


« Ath. The Reformation of his Army, and the 
New Settlement of his Revenues, are alfo Points 
of immediate Concern, and ought to be imme- 
diately Es Ks any Thing been done 
in either 


Acquieſcence obtain 


and ſome very 


deſiſted from which 1 ſtated to the Nabob and 

the Miniſters ; and I believe upon the Faith of 

that Aſſurance 1 was his Excellency's 
d. For the Proſecution of 


theſe Meaſures, I looked to the occaſional Aſſiſt- 


ance of the Regiments of the Subſidiary Brigade as 


mitted in the Treaty, and your ſubſequent 
FnſtruRions, and intended employing the Au- 
mils and their Sebundy, in the firſt Inſtance, for. 
the Reduction of the Jagheerdars, that I might 
not have the whole Country t6 attack at once. 
This Mode of Proceeding threatened no Inter- 
ruption to the Collections, but an immediate In- 
creaſe of Means in hand to defray the Charges 
of the Troops, without which previous Point 
even our own Army muſt be uſeleſs. The Mea- 
ſure of reſuming the Jagheers involved many, 
powerful Intereſts, ſubjet to 
much Odium, from the Diſappointment of the 
Parties, deprived of their Means of Subſiſtence; 
and in ſuch extenſive Dominions, under a Go- 
vernment fo irregular in its Conſtitution, and fo 
ſhaken as this is, it could not be effectually ac- 
compliſhed in a Day. However it is now ef- 
feed nearly throughout (with the Nabob's Sanc- 
tion, which, at the Point of Execution, there 
was the moſt alarming Difficulty to obtain), and 
in a very few Days I truſt it will be enforced; 
and bad as the Appearance of Oppoſition may 
be, I truſt to be able to execute the whole Re- 
form, without Delay, upon the Grounds I ſhall 
_ in my Anſwer to your Paragraphs ſucceſ- 

vely. 


To the 3d Paragraph I ſhall only ſay, that 
I march 828 Sith the N — os 
both the Services you exact in it; and if I ſuc- 
ceed, as I have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to hope, in 
obtaining ready Money Reſources towards 
liquidating Arrears to the Troops, which 
form a large Proportion of the Debt to the 
Company, I have not a Doubt of accompliſhing 
every End you have now declared you look to 
the inſtant Performance of : Bur as Troops alone 
can do it, their Aſſiſtance cannot be depended . 
upon without previous Pay, or the Poſſeſſion of 
certain Means in hand for that Purpoſe, as ic 
follows that an immediate Stop to all Collec- 
tions muſt enſue, from any general Military Ex- 
ertion. | 


« To the 4th, I anſwer that nothing has been 
done, for the Reaſons aſſigned in my Anſwer 
to the Second Paragraph.—If I erred in the 
Judgment I had formed of your Intentions, I can 
ſay no more, as it is paſſed, than that the In- 
ſtant the Fyzabad Bufineſs is finiſhed ſucceſſ- 
fully, which cannot take more than One Fort- 
night from the Day of marching there, I ſhall 
e ſuch Steps as the Means in my Power will 
admit of, towards 2 from the Nabob 
the Orders to each Aumil to pay his Groſs 
Revenue to the Miniſters, and to receive the Pay 
of their Troops, being reduced into regular 
muſtered Eſtabliſhments, from the general Trea- 
fury ; and ſhould he refuſe I will iſſue my own, 
together with thoſe of the Miniſters to that Pur- 


5 poſe; 
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ſe; as I did in a former Inſtance, when the 


abob refuſed his Perwannahs for the Reſump-+ 


tion of the Jagheers, and ſhall further enforce 


the Execution againſt each diſobeying Aumil, 
Dy marching againſt him and diſplacing him.— 
heſe Three Points complete the Heads of your 


99 Recommendations to the Nabob; the Fourth 


e ;th. I now demand, and require you moſt 


ſolemnly to anſwer me: Are you confident 
in your own Ability to accompliſh all theſe 
Purpoſes, and the other Points of my Inſtruc- 


tions.? If you reply that you are, I will depart 


with a quiet and aſſured Mind to the Preſidency ; 
but leave you a dreadful Reſponſibility if you 
diſappoint me.—If you tell me that you cannot 
rely upon your Power, and the other Means 
which you poſſeſs, for performing theſe Ser- 
vices, I will free you from the Charge; I will 
proceed myſelf to Lucknow, and I will myſelf 
undertake them; and, in that Caſey, I deſire, 
that you will immediately, order Bearers to be 
ſtationed for myſelf and Two other Gentlemen 
between Lucknow and Illahabad ; and I will ſet 
out from hence in Three Days after the Receipt 
of your Letters. | 


« 6th. I am ſorry that T am under the Neceſlity 


of writing in this preſſing Manner. I truſt im- 
plicitly to your A am certain of your 
Attachment to myſelf ; and I know that your 
Capacity is equal to any Service. But I muſt 
expreſs my Doùbts of your Firmneſs and Acti- 


ſtat 


Article, which was the Separation and Limita- 
tion of his own Diſburſements to the Medium 
of his Receipts for the laſt Three Years, having 
already taken Place; and then no Aſſignments 


will remain upon the Country, but thole of the 
Company, as expreſſed in the Treaty, 


« To the 5th, I confidently reply, that I am 
fully competent to undertake and effect the 
Completion of the Reform upon the Grounds 
in my Anſwer to the 4th Paragraph; 
and therefore again repeat, that your coming 


here is unneceſſary z and that, as far as re- 


ards the Duties of my Station towards the 

xecution of your Orders, you may depart in 
Conviction, that neither Activity or Firmneſs 
ſnall be wanting in the Exertion of every Means 
within my Power. And thoſe Means I can 
foreſee no Deficiency in, upon the Permiſſion I 
have of calling upon Colonel Morgan for Aid, 
and the Receipt of Aſſets at Fyzabad. For 
theſe Reaſons, therefore, I have not thought it 
neceſſary to lay the Bearers that you condition- 
ally ordered, 75 ei? 


« In Reply to the 6th Paragraph, nothing 
need be offergd by me, by my Acknowledge- 
ment, for the Juſtice you do to my Sentiments 
towards your Perſon and Government, 


vity z and, above all, of your Recollection of 


my Inſtructions, and of their Importance, 
th. My Conduct in the late Arrangements 


will be arraigned with all the Rancour of Di 


appointment and Rapacity; and my Reputation 
29 1 will fer a mortal Wound from 
the Failure of them. They have already failed 
in a Degree; ſince no Part of them has yet 
taken place, but the Removal of our Forces 
from the Doaub and Whitcund, and of Britiſh 
Officers and Penſioners from the Service of the 
Nabob; and the Expence of the former thrown, 


without any Compenſation, on the Company, 


6T 


arraigned, as you ſuſpect, I can at all Times 


teſtify, that upon the Plan of the foregoing 


Years, the Receipts from the Nabob were only 
a Deception ; and not an Advantage, but even 
an Injury to the Company ; for by the accumu- 
lating Increaſe of the Nemands upon him, and 
the proportionate Decreaſe of his Means, only 


+> 


„gie in Orig, 


To the 7th. If your Conduct ſhould be 


his Debt to the Company encreaſed, with a Di- 


minution of Proſpect of its Liquidation; while 
the Company's actual Money or Aſſets went to 
the Payment of the Troops, ſuppoſed to r 
maintained ſolely at the Vizier's Na ad 
In Proof of this, it will ſuffice to remark, 
that the annual net Remittances to the Prefiden- 
cy, ſhould have been the Difference of the Sub- 
ſidy, and the real Expences of the Brigade. 
Say —- — — 12,00, 00 
The . Fl ang from the Trea- f £3. 121 
ſury at utta, to Abdubra- 
And the Payment made in like 
Manner to Mirza Sadit Ally 
Befides the full Payment of ſuch 
Stores as the Company occaſion- 
ally iſſued to the Nabob 
Sunk Rup* 18, zo, ooo 
, or 


3,30, 
3.00, oo 


+ Fac ſim. ip 
Orig. 


— — — —— _ — 
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or about 20,00,000 of Current; which never 
has been the Caſe from the annual Jaidads, 

or current Collections; conſequently, the Plan 
was a Fallacy : For the Difference between this 
Amount and the Remittances to the Preſidency, 
was an actual Loſs that the Company annually 
ſuſtained, inftead of a ſuppoſed Advantage of 
a Brigade of Infantry and Cavalry being totally 
defrayed by the Nabob. From this, therefore, 
I may ſafely conclude, that the Remiſſion to the 
Nabob of this inſufferable Burthen, was a Pro- 
fit to the Company, whenever the extra Troops, 
paid by the Nabob, ſhall be diſbanded, or quar- 
tered upon other Neighbours who are protected 
by our Power, and the Debt put into a pro- 


bable State of ſpeedy Liquidation. 


Ich. I expe a Supply of Money equal To the 8th Paragraph—lf the Supply ex- 
to the Diſcharge of all the Nabob's Aron, end Red at Fyzabad ſhall — ad — the 
am much diſappointed and mortified that I am Diſcharge of all Arrears due to the Troops, and 
not now able to return with it. afford. an adequate Fund for a Liquidation of 

the 8 Debt, it will remain at your Op- 
tion to employ it as a Remittance to the Preſi- 

dency, or the future Payment of the Troops you 

may ſtill think neceſſary to keep up, to regulate 

the Nabob's internal Government, in regard to 

which I ſhall hope for your Determination when 
I can inform you of what Means I poſſeſs. 


| has... Give me an immediate Anſwer to the © To the laſt Paragraph I truſt you will find 


on which I have herein propoſed, that I all my Anſwers as explicit and deciſive as you 
could wiſh them; and that they will enable you 
to determine upon yielding with Confidence to 
the Impulſe ariſing from the Neceſſity of your 


may loſe no more Time in fruitleſs Inaction. 


| : Preſence at the Preſidency. - 
Lucknow, : «© I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 
„ the zoth December 1781. (Signed) Nath. Middleton, 
: Reſident at the Vizier's Court (a).“ 
2 the Whole of the Letter and the Anſwer? 
. Yes. , 
Q. Was there a private Letter which went with this beſides ? 
A. There was. 
Q. Where is the private Letter ? 


A. It has been juſt read. 


2 * you wiſh to kave your private Letter read again? 

O. | 

Q. Then what is the Explanation which you give of the Terms of that private Letter beyond 
what you have given ? 

A. In this Letter which has juſt been read, I give my Opinion of the Object and the Intention 
of Mr. Haſtings's Agreement with the Nabob at Chunar :—It appears I miſunderſtood him; that I 
had not taken it up in the ſame Point of View that he had, and, therefore, that I had not performed 
what he expected immediately upon my Arriyal at Lucknow. I conſidered the Treaty to aim only- 
at the Payment of the Company's Debt : If there was any Proſpect to accompliſh that without the 
direct Interference which the Treaty warranted, that I was to avoid that Interference. Mr. Haſtings 
in his Letter to me did not conceive it in that Light: No Meaſures of Conſequence had been taken 
upon that Treaty. 1 was therefore willing, if he ſhould diſapprove of the Terms in which I 
had expreſſed myſelf to him, to have borne any Share of the Blame in not executing his 
Orders, I was willing to have adopted his Sentiments upon the Nature and Extent of the Chunar 
Treaty, and to take upon myſelf the Blame of not having carried his Orders into ſpeedier 


Execution. 


What did you mean by this Propoſition to Mr. Haſtings, If you wiſh to have the Matter 
otherwiſe underſtood, I am ready to conform to your Wiſhes. Did you, or did you not, mean to 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XXXIX. : - 


withdraw 
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withdraw that Letter you then wrote, and to ſubſtitute another Letter, containing a Difference of 
the Tranſactions ? 4 

A. Of the Tranſactions to come, for nothing had paſſed, 

Q: Do you mean now to ſay, that you meant only to tell him you would entertain other Purpoſes, 
and purſue them, and ſubſtitute a Second Letter in Place of ne Firſt ? 

A. No, I cannot ſay I meant that. | 

Q. Did you mean to ſubſtitute a Second Letter in Place of the Firſt at all? 

A. I meant, if I had expreſſed: myſelf contrary to his Wiſhes, certainly I meant to have altered 
the Letter, 

Q. (from a Lard. ) Whether you meant to have expreſſed * differently as to the lan 


or only in Point of Form? 
A. In ſome Reſpects as to the Subject Matter of it. I meant to leave out thoſe Parts where I 


had ſo much miſunderſtood his Intentions : I meant to have left them out altogether, 


. How did you know that you had miſunderſtood his Intentions ? - 
AI knew from his Letter that my Sentiments upon the Nature and immediate Purport of the 


Chunar Treaty and his, were very much different z we differed very widely. 


Q. That is what you meant: You conceive by that Letter that you expreſſed yourſelf as having 
been - a different Opinion? 
A. Les. 


Q. Did you know it otherwiſe than FR hit Letter? 
| 7 A. No, I did not. 
Q. Do you not ſtate in that Letter, that the Nabob had refaſed to ſign the Treaty of Chunar, 


but upon the Explanation which you had given to the Nabob ? 
A. I believe I ſtated in that Letter, that I did conceive my Arguments with the Nabob prin- 


cipally influenced him to ſign the Treaty, 


1. Did you mean to deny thoſe Arguments, and diet Conſtruction, as Mr. Haſtings ſhould 
plea 


and to * a different Repreſentation of them ? 
97 Tf I had found they were offenſive to Mr. Haſtings, I probably ſhould have- left them out 


altogether ;—I ſhould not have expreſſed myſelf ſo. 


Q. Whether you meant that the publick Letter you aftually wrote ſhould have been upon 
Record, if it had been contrary to Mr. Haſtings's With that it ſhould have been ſo? 

A. It reſted with Mr. Haſtings to put it upon Record or not, as he thought proper; the” whole 
Power and the Government were veſted in him at this Time; and I was directed to correſpond 


with him only, upon the Subject of my Office. 


Q. Did * that Letter contain Statements of Fats, with reſpect to the Situation of the Country ? 
A. It di 


Q. Did it not contain an Opinion of yours to this Purpoſe, that the Receipts of the Nabob were 
a Deception, arid not of Advantage, but even an Injury to the Company? 
A. It did. | 


Q.: Did you mean to alter the Statement of thoſe Facts and Opinions, according as Mr, Haſtings 


ſhould deſire ? 
A. Not of that: I fancy Mr. Haſtings was of the ſame Opinion, I did not mean to alter that 


certainly.—What I meant to have altered, was chiefly to have left out what I had ſaid upon my 
Conduct, reſpecting the Execution of the Chunar by: + 


Q. What did you mean by the Expreſſion, if you with the Matter to be otherwiſe underſtood, . 


1 ſhall conform to whatever you will preſcribe ?” 
A. I meant, in general, that if he wiſhed it ſhould be underſtood that the Treaty of Chunar was 


to be carried into immediate Effect, in all its Clauſes, that I ſhould not offer any Opinion upon 
that, or declare the Part that I had taken to influence the Nabob to give his Signature to it. 


Q. That is, you were to withdraw the Letter you had actually written, and to write another Let- 
2 the Opinions, and the Tranſactions with the Nabob ? | 
Sn. 0 


Q: Were there any other Inſtances in which your Correſpondence with Mr. Haſtings was ſent to 
him, upon the Terms that he might alter them if he pleaſed ? 
A No I do not recollect any other Inſtance, 


Then the Managers for the Commons deſired a paſſage 
read to the Witneſs, . 


from a Letter might be 
Read, 
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Read, the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, from 


Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at Page go of the ſame Book. 


« My dear Sir, ; 13 Lucknow, 12th October 1781. 
« Incloſed I take the Liberty of tranſmitting Copies of the ſeveral Papers you ſigned previous 
to my Departure from Chunar.— The original Agreement between you and the Nabob 1 am afraid 
to truſt to the preſent Uncertainty of the Dauks : It ſhall however be forwarded the Moment you 
deſire it, and an authentic Copy may, in the mean Time, anſwer your immediate Purpoſe.— Theſe 


Papers I have put under a ſealed Cover, that you may not have them opened and entered, before 


you wiſh them to become publick. | 
| [ Signed at the End of the Letter] 7 . 
38 « Nath', Middleton.“ 


Q. What were thoſe Papers which you put under a ſealed Cover, that they might not be opened 
and entered, till Mr. Haſtings wiſhed them to become publick ? | : 

A. They were all the Papers connected with the Treaty of Chunar.— Mr. Shee's Recall; the 
Meaſure of recalling all the Officers belonging to the Company in the Vizier's Service; in ſhort, 
all the Papers connected with the Treaty of Chunar. 


Q. What was your Motive for ſending the Papers in that Form to Mr. Haſtings ? 
. A. At the Time the Papers were ſent, the Meaſure of recalling the Britiſh Eſtabliſhment 
from the Nabob of Oude, and the Temporary Brigade, had not been publiſhed ; it was not 


my Province to judge how far it would be proper to publiſh thoſe Papers, before Mr, Haſtings had 
made his neceſſary Arrangements. * 


Q Do you remember whether the Treaty of Chunar was with theſe Papers? 
A. I fancy it was; I cannot poſitively ſay ; I take it for granted it was. 


1 had at that Fime the original Treaty of Chunar; and where did thoſe Papers come 
— | | | 


A. From Lucknow. | 
Q. In whoſe Poſſeſſion were they, at that Time? 


A. I believe the Treaty of Chunar was carried, by Miſtake, to Lucknow by me: I think, that, 
with ſome other Papers, was carried by Miſtake, | 


Q. Do you remember whether Mr. Haſtings applied to you, while at Lucknow, after the Treaty 


of Chunar, for a Copy of the original Treaty ? 


A. I remember an Application by Mr. Haſtings for the Papers, generally, which I had carried 
to Lucknow, | 


Q. But you do not recolle& any Application, particularly, for a Copy of the Treaty? - 
A. Not particularly for the Treaty : but a general Application for all the Papers I had carried 
to Lucknow. 


Q. Then this Letter, with the original Treaty between you and the Nabob, in which you ſay, 
« T am afraid of truſting to the Uncertainty of the Dawks:“ Do you recolle& when you forwarded 
that? Do you recolle& how long after it was, that you forwarded the original Treaty, or the 
Copy, to Mr. Haſtings: Did you ſend an authentic Copy with thoſe other Papers mentioned in 
the Letter of the 12th of October 1781 ? 

A. I believe I did. The Original remained, and was forwarded, I think, about Six Weeks 


afterwards. 


Then the Managers for the Commons deſired that a Letter from the Witneſs to the 
Court of Directors, relative to the Production of his Correſpondence, dated the z iſt 
of May 1786, might be read. | | | | 

The ſame was delivered in, and read. 


Thomas Morton Eſquire, Secretary to the Court of Directors of the Honourable the 
WH el Ss United-Eaſt India Company. . 
c Sir 3 
« I have had the Honour to receive your Letter of Yeſterday's Date, encloſing Copy of an 
Order of the Honourable Houſe of Commons for the Production of < ſuch Part of the Correſ- 
pondence which paſſed between Warren Haſtings. Eſquire and myſelf, in our official Capacity, 
during my Reſidence at the Court of the Vizier, in the Year 1774, as may not already have 
been hid before the Court of Directors; together with all Papers and Documents relating to the 
publick Service, tranſmitted in the Courſe of that Correſpondence z and alſo any Diary or Mi- 
nutes relating to publick Affairs, which I might have kept during that Period ;“ and ſignifying 
to me the Commands of the Court of Directors, that I forthwith tranſmit to them all ſuch Cor- 
reſpondence as is deſcribed in the ſaid Order, to * them to comply there with. 


*In 


( 535 ) 


% In Reply to the above, I beg Leave, through you, Sir, to teſtify my utmoſt Reſpect for the 
Commands of the Honourable Court of Directors, and my Readineſs, on all Occaſions, to yield 
implicit Obedience to them; bat, in the preſent Caſe, I am unfortunately precluded from a Com- 
pliance with their Requiſition; having, many Years ſince, delivered up to Mr. Haſtings, by his 
peremptory Order, the Whole of my Correſpondence with him during the Period alluded to, con- 
taining his own original Letters, and Copies of mine, together with every other Paper or Docu- 
ment appertaining to that Correſpondence ; and I beg Leave to aſſure the Honourable Court of 
Directors, that I am not poſſeſſed of a ſingle Letter, either Original or Copy, or of any other 
"I whatever, belonging to it, or relative to the publick Affairs in which I was then em- 
ployed. | « | | 1 

In Reply to the laſt Part of the Order, it will, I hope, ſuffice to aſſure the Honourable 
Court of Directors, that I never kept any Diary, Minutes, or other Document, of my Pro- 
8 at the Vizier's Court, than was contained in my Correſpondence; not, as I recollect, 
being bound to it by any Inſtructions from the Governor, under whoſe ſole Orders I acted, nor 
holding it to be a Rule of cuſtomary Obſervance in the Service. : 

have the Honour to be, Sir, | 
| 5 your moſt obe e | 
Harley Street, the 31ſt May 1786. x ath. Middleton.” 


Then the following Extract of General IhſtruRtions to the Governor General and 
Council, dated the 2gth of March 1774, before delivered in, beginning at the Second 
Paragraph, was read. 2 en 2 A „ | 


We direct chat you affemble in Couticit Twice every. Week, and that all the Members be 
duly ſummoned; that the Cörreſpôndence with the Princes, or Country Powers in Trdia, be car- 
on by the. Govethot General only; but that all Letters ſent by him be firſt approved in 
Council, and that he lay before the Council at their next Meeting, all Letters received by him in 
the Courſe of ſuck Correſpondence, for their Information: We Mewit direct, that a Copy of 1 
Parts of the A e be communicated to our Board of Trade, (to be conſtitute 
ds herein-after mentioned), as thay ah/y Ways relate to the Bulineſs of their Department.” 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : _ 
Q. Whether you are aware of that Part of the General Orders of the Court of Directors to 
their Servarits in India? Was you apprized of it? | 
A. No; I cannot recollect that I have heard it before. | 
Q. (by the Counſel.) Whether you did, after writing the Publick and Private Letters of the goth 
of __ ber 1781, ever withdraw the Publick Letter, and ſubſtitute any other in its Room? 
. No. | 
Q. Whether you was ever defired by Mr. Haſtings, after writing that Letter of 1781, to do 
ſo? Did Mr. Haſtings ever deſite you to do ſo? | 1 
A. No, he did nor. | 3 
Q. ( a Lon.) In the Letter juſt read, you ſpeak of a peremptory Order of Mr. Haſtings, 
in 855 quence of wWhieh, you delivered up the Whole of your Correſpondence to him; in what 
Manner was that Order communicated to you? 
A. By Letter. | n: 
ä What was the Date of that Letter? 
A. I cannot exactly tell the Date. rr et e 
Q. Do you, or do you not, recollect the general Purport of that Letter ; the Reaſons aſſigned, _ 
if any were affigned, for the total Surrender of the whole Correſ © GE 254 
A. Fo the beſt of my Recollection no Reaſon was aſſigned; but I was ordered, as ſoon as poſ- 
fible after the Receipt of that Letter, to deliver up the Whole of that Correſpondence. 
Q. Did you receive that Letter in England, or in India? 
A. In India. 8 8 1 2 
Q. (from 4 Lord.) Can you bring to your Memory how long it was before Mr, Haſtings left 
India that you received that Letter? K | ; 
A. It muſt have been ſeveral Years; I cannot ſpeak with any Preciſion, 
Q. Was it before or after the new Government? | 
A. After the new Government. | 
Q (from a Lord) Do you know what is become of that Letter? 
A. No, I do not. | 
Q. Have you any Copy of it? -- -- 
| n 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
„ | 6 U 2 | Then 


e 
Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would now pro- 
ceed to a new Head of Evidence, to ſhew the real Motives which, they conceived, ex- 
iſted in Mr. Haſtings's Mind, for 29 the e to Oude when he leſt Calcutta 
in the Vear 1781. As to the Illegality of the Powers he then aſſumed, it was already in 


Evidence before the Houſe, upon the Benares Charge, and therefore it was unnec tary 
for them to enter into it again upon this Article. 


Then Mr. Robert Hudſon was called in again, and produced Book 3 5, ntituted, 
«« Bengal Secret Council, from 2d April to 14th June 1981.” - 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 21ſt May gr, beginning at 
Page 1298 of the ſame Book. 


« Fort William, 21ſt May . 
| « At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; and 
Edward Wheler Eſquire; 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abſent on Command at the Freſideney 
of Fort Saint George. 


« The Governor General delivers in the following Minute. vill 


The Province of Oud Having fallen into a State of great Diſorder and Confuſion, its Reſources 
being in an extraordinary Degree diminiſhed, and the Nabob Aſoph ul Doulah having earneſtly 
intreated the Preſence of the Governor General, and declared, that unleſs ſome effectual Mea- 
ſures are taken for his Relief, he muſt be under the Neceſſi of leaving his Country, and com- 
| ing down to Calcutta, to repreſent his Situation to this overnment; the Governor General 
ö therefore propoſes, with the Concurrence of Mr. Wheler, to viſit the Province of Oude, as ſpee-, 
h dily as the Affairs of the Preſidency will admit, in Hopes that from a minute and perſonal Ob- 


5 ſervation of the Circumſtances of that Country, the Syſtem of Management which has been 
| adopted, and the Characters and Conduct of the Perſons employed, he may poſſibly be able to 
. concert and eſtabliſh ſome Plan, by which the Province of Gude may, in Time, be reſtored to 
| its former State of Affluence, good Order, and Propriety. | 
1 : In remedying Evils which have grown to ſo great a Height, Exertions will be require more 
| powerful and immediate in their Application than can be made through the delegated Authority 
of the Servants of the Company now in that Province. The Undertaking is arduous and difficult, 
1 and the Governor General is far from being ſanguine in his Expectations, that even his Endea- 
5 vours will be attended with much Succeſs, as the Time which he can 'ſpare will, he fears, be too 
ſhort for accompliſhing the Ends propoſed. The Object however is of Importance, and the. Attempt 

at leaſt deſerves to be made. 

i « The preſent Time affords the moſt favourable Opportunity for the Governor General's Viſit. 
| | The Ships of the Seaſon for Eur rope are all diſpatched, The Buſineſs of the Revenues ut into 
5 is p 
i an eaſy Channel, and will not require much of the Board's Attention; and nothing of any Conſe- 
= - quence can happen, after the ſetting in of the Rains, that can materially affect the Tranquillity of 
| the Country, or the general Syſtem of Politicks. But what chiefly renders. the preſent Oppor- 
| tunity favourable, is the mutual Confidence which, after a Period of ſo many Years, is at Length 
happily reſtored between the Members of this Adminiſtration, which enables the Governor Ge- 

neral to leave Calcutta, with the fulleſt Reliance that the Affairs of the Preſidency, under the 
Charge of Mr. Wheler, will ſuffer no Detriment from his Abſence, and he is thoroughly, convinced, 
that ſuch a confidential Communication will ſubſiſt between them, that the Buſineſs in which he 
2 _ Wheler may be reſpectively engaged, will meet with the Concurrence and Approbation 

1 O r . 
ly « It is hoped that the Governor General's Viſir to Owde will alſo afford him an Opportunity'of 

negociating effectually with the Berar Government, and fixing Modagee Bhoſelah to act decidedly 

N and openly in our Favour. Dewagur Pundit, his Miniſter, * has long dictated the Politicks of 

the Court of Nagpore, has often profeſſed an Intention of meeting the Governor General to con- 
cert Meaſures with him for the mutual Benefit and Safety of the Governments of Bengal and Berar. 
Bur whilſt nothing is done to fix his Intentions to a particular Period and Place, they might be 
poſtponed from Time to Time, and never carried into Execution. When he is informed of the 


Governor General's Deſign of proceeding to Owde, and that One of the Objects of this mo 
is to give him a Meeting at Benares, it is probable that he will ſurmount thoſe Obſtacles and 
Difficulties which have hitherto retarded, and might otherwiſe ſtill continue o retard him from 
carrying his Intentions into Execution. VG, 972 230 
4 The Governor General thinks, that about the 15th, of July he will he ready to. leave, the 
Preſidency.” 
« Mr. Wheler.— The Governor General's Repreſentation of the reſent State of the broyidce of 
Owde, I believe to be but too well founded; and am convinced, char it will require his utmoſt Abi- 
* Iries 


. / A 


(38:3: 
lities and Powers, applied and. exerciſed on the Spot, to' reſtore it to its former good Order and 
Affluence. | | Aach Ait ; 

admit the Force of the Governor General's Arguments, proving the preſent Seaſon to be 
the moſt favourable for his leaving the Preſideney; and the more readily agree to them, from the 
Opportunity it will afford of negociating effectually with the Berar Government: But notwith- 
ſtanding the Greatneſs of the Objects, which may, and I truſt. will be attained by the propoſed 
Expedition, I am perſuaded that nothing but the Harmony and good Underſtanding which ar 
this Time prevails in the Council, could induce the Governor General to withdraw his Attention 
from the Affairs of the Preſidency at a Criſis like the preſent; and unleſs convinced that I was 
ſo fortunate as to poſſeſs his entire Confidence, and that I might rely upon receiving his Support 
and Sanction to the Meaſures I might deem proper to 8 in his Abſence, I ſhould, at this 
Time, accept with Reluctance ſo weighty a Charge. For although ic may not be difficult to 
provide for the uſual Occurrences of this Government, yet ſuch others may, during his Abſence, 
intervene, and demand immediate Deciſion, as are not within the Reach of human Foreſight 
and, in ſuch Inſtances, I ſhould not be able to exert myſelf, under the Influence of Diſtruſt or 
| Reſtraint.” | „ 4x r 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 36, intituled, % Bengal Secret Conſultations.” wy 
Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the zd of July 1781, beginning 
at Page 44 of the ſame Book. ately Nr eo i 

| V3. | vii Fort William, 3d July 1781. | 
| « At a Council; Prefent, t. .; Secret Dept. 

The Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident; TPaueſday. 

= and Edward Wheler Eſquire. 87% | FP | 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at Fort St. George. 


% In my Minute, which I laid before the Board on iſt May, I expreſſed. the Satisfaction with Governor 
which I could at this Juncture leave the Preſidency, from the mutual, Confidence which was — 4 
happily eſtabliſhed between Mr. Wheler and me. I now readily repeat that Sentiment, an 
obſerve with Pleaſure that Mr. Wheler confirms it. Before my Departure, it is probable that we 
ſhall, in Concert, have provided at the Board for almoſt every important Circumſtance that can 
eventually happen during my Abſence. But if any ſhould occur, for Which no previous Proviſion 
ſhall have been made in the Reſolution of the Board, Mr. Wheler may act with immediate De- 
ciſion, and with the fulleſt Confidence of my Support. In all ſuch Emergencies, as well as in 
conducting the ordinary Buſineſs of the Preſidency, and, in general, in all Matters of this Go- 
vernment, excepting thoſe which may ſpecially or generally be intruſted to me, Mr. Wheler, 
during my Abſence, may conſider himſelf as poſſeſſed” of the full Powers of the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of this Government, as in Effet he is by the Conſtitution; and he may be 


aſſured, that ſo far as my Sanction and Concurrence ſhall be, or be deemed neceſſary to the Con- 
firmation of his Meaſures, he ſhall receive them.“ | . 


KRNeſolved, That the following Credentials be given to the Governor General. 


« Whereas it has been reſolved, that the Governor General ſhall. proceed to Benares and Luck - Governor 
now, for the Purpoſe of obtaining an Interview with the Nabob Vizier and Duwager Pundit, the ” crib 
Duwan of the Rajah of Berar, and for the other conſequent Purpoſes, which are expreſſed in the a 
Minute of the Board paſſed to this Effect on 21ſt May laſt: And whereas, beſides the ſaid Pur- 
poſes, others may occur which may require the immediate Preſence of the Governor General, with 
an effective and complete Authority for their Execution; it is hereby reſolved, That the Governor 
General ſhall be, and is inveſted with full Powers and Authority to form ſuch Arrangements with 
the Rajah of Benares, for the better Government and Management of his Zemindarry,, and to per- 
form ſuch Acts for the Improvement of the Intereſt which the Honourable Company poſſeſſes in 
it, as he ſhall think fit and conſonant to the mutual and actual Engagements ſubſiſting between 
the Company and the Rajah ; to aſſiſt the Nabob Vizier in forming ſuch Regulations as may be 
neceſſary for the Peace and Order of his Government, the Improvement of his Revenue, and the 
- Adjuſtment of the mutual Concerns —_— between him and the Company, with ſuch Authority 

to enforce the ſame, as the Governor General and Council might or could exerciſe in Occaſions in 
which they would be warranted to exerciſe the ſame, by the Claims which the Honourable Com- 
pany hold or may have on the Revenues of the Dominions of the ſaid Nabob, and to form and con- 
clude ſuch ſeveral Engagements or Treaties with the Nabob Vizier, the Government of Berar, and 
with any other of the Chiefs or Powers of Hindoſtan, as he ſhall judge expedient and neceſſary, 
whether for the Termination or more effectual Proſecution of the War with the Marratta State, or 
for the Advancement of the Intereſts of the Honourable Company, or for the ſtrict and permanent 
Eſtabliſhment and Confirmation of the Alliances which do at preſent ſubſiſt, or which he ſhall judge 
it neceſſary to form with the ſaid Chiefs and Powers reſpectively; and it is hereby declared, that 
all ſuch Acts, and all ſuch Engagements or Treaties, made as aforeſaid, ſhall be binding on the 
Governor General and Council, in the ſame Manner, and as effectually, as if they had been paſſed 


/ | and 
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and done by the ſpecial and immediate Concurrence and actual Sanction of the Governor General 


and Council, in Council aſſembled. 


Circular Let. 
ter to Colonel 


James Mor- 
Ban. 


** Given in Fort William under the Seal of the Honourable Company, and under the Hands of 
the Governor General and Council, this 3d Day of July, in the Year of our Lord 1781. 


« The Time approaching for the Governor General's Departure, the Board think ir neceſſary 
to communicate the following Reſolutions to the Commander in Chief, to be publiſhed in general 
Orders. l . 

« The Governor General intending to viſit the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, it is therefore 
ordered, That all ſuch Orders as he ſhall, from this Time, think it proper to iſſue to the Troops 
ſtationed beyond the Provinces, as well in the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier as thoſe which are 
ſituated beyond them, ſhall be obeyed, and that his ſingle Authority ſhall be conſidered and re- 
ceived as of the ſame Force as that of the Governor General and Council collectively, until this 
Order ſhall be revoked, £5 | 

« Agreed and ordered, That the Military Power veſted in the Honourable Warren Haſtings, as 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the Garriſon and Fortreſs of Fort William, and Town of 
Calcutta, be exerciſed by Edward Wheler Eſquire, duting the Abſence of the Honourable the Go- 


vernor General. 
« Reſolved, That the following circular Letter be written to Colonel James Morgan, &c. 


« Ss, | | 

4 The Governor General intending to viſit the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, we therefore 

direct you to obey all ſuch Orders and Inſtructions as he may from this Time think proper to iſſue 

to you, and to the Troops under your Command, in his own Name, and in all Reſpects to conſider 

his ſingle Authority as of the ſame Force, until this Order ſhall be revoked, as that of the Governor 
General and Council collectively, x We are, &c.” 


« Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately prepare the above Papers; but that they be not 
iſſued, until the Governor General ſhall have taken Leave of the Board. 

« The Governor General reports to the Board, That he has made every Preparation for his De- 
parture, and has no Impediment to his ſetting off immediately but the Neceſſity of waiting for the 


Swallow's Diſpatches.” 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that having conducted 


the Evidence to the Time Mr, Haſtings was upon the Point of leaving Calcutta to 


$ 


Yroceed to Oude, they ſhould next ſhew, that in the private Communications which 


e made at that Time, and in which he mentions the Diſaffection of the Rajah 
Cheyt Sing, he never throws out the ſmalleſt Hint or Suſpicion againſt the Begums. 


Read, the following Extract from the printed Copy of the Benares Narrative, 


Calcutta Edition, beginning at Page 12 of the ſame Book. 


[ « I can therefore only offer ſuch 8 Proofs of my Intention as the Nature of it 
will admit and Accident has provided. Theſe are my early and confidential Declarations, and 
the Atteſtations of thoſe to whom they were made. “] | £Y 
(In a Point of ſuch publick Moment, independently of the near Intereſt which I have in 
« eſtabliſhing the Truth of it, Mr. Wheler will pardon my Appeal to him, although in one 
« Light it may tend to involve him in a Participation of the Reproach of thoſe who may regard 
every Severity ſhewn to Cheit Sing as criminal, however founded. He doubtleſs. will recollect 
« the Converſation which I had with him on the Subject, on the Eve of my Departure from 
Calcutta; our mutual Opinion of Cheit Sing's paſt Conduct; mine of the Juſtice and Policy of 
« exaCting an exemplary Puniſhment of it by a large pecuniary Mul& ; the Sum to which I 


4 then declared my Reſolution to extend it; my Conviction of his . pay it; and the 


« Two Alternatives on which I had reſolved, if he refuſed to ſubmit to it. He will alſo remem- 
ber, that I beſpoke his Confidence in the Means which I ſhould uſe for this End, and his Sup- 

port in the Iſſue of them. I entreat him to give me his formal and circumſtantial Atteſtation 
« of theſe Facts; and that he will permit it to be inſerted in this Part of my Narrative (a).“) 


Read alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 13, Note “. i 
„ Mr. Wheler.—I have the Pleaſure to comply with the Governor General's Requeſt, and will 
chearfully record, in this Place, what I at preſent recollect to have paſſed between us, at the Time, 


and on the Circumſtances, he mentions. . 3 bh 
„ well remember, that, on the Eve of the Governor General's Departure from Calcutta, the 


Conduct of Cheit Sing, late Rajah of Banaris, was a principal Subject of a confidential Diſcourſe 


— 
— Y 
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5 * 


(a) Vide ſupra, P. 114, L. 23. 
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between us; and that he my Support of the Meaſures which he intended to purſue towards 
him. I recollect, that the — — thought the Rajah's Offences were ay as to require 

early Puniſhment; and as his Wealth was great, and the Company's Exigenc it — 
thought a Meaſure of - Policy and Juſtice, to exact from — a large — Meld Br the 
Relief: The Sum, to which the Governor declared his Reſolution to extend the Fine, was os ts 
Fifty Lacks; his Ability to pay it was ſtated as a Fact that could not admit of a Doubt; and the 
two Alternatives, on which the Governor declared himſelf to have reſolved, if Cheit Sing refuſed to 
comply with the Requiſition, were, to the beſt of my Recollection, either a Removal from his 
Zemeedary entirely ; or, by taking immediate Poſſeſſion of all his Forts, t to obtain out of the 
Treaſure" depoſited in them, the — Sum for the Company (a). 


Read alſo, from Appendix to the ſame Book, Page 157. 
3 | *SECOND PARCEL. 
e 2. A 

« Affidavit of Major Palmer 


& William Palmer, 4 in the Service of the H Honourable 10 Eaſt India Dai in FOO 
maketh Oath, and _ hat about the latter End of the Month of June laſt, the Honourable 
Warren Haſtings: Efqgire;}! Governor General of | — THIS with this D 
Subject af his "arcades dae Journey to Bariaris and I. 

of it to be, to exact, from Rajah Cheit Sing, 


nt on the 
declared ane of the principal Object 
Fine or Contribution of Fifty Lads of Rupees, 
as a Puniſhment for Breach of En ts with the Government of „ and for Acts of Mif- 
conduct in is Zemeedary.! The Governor General further declared to this Deponent, that he 
knew the Ability of the Rajah to contribute ſuch a Sum to the Exigencies of Government; and 
that he (the Governor General) was determined to convert the Faults committed by the Raj ah into | 
4 805i Benefit. T Gdvernor:General further declared to this Deponeht, in the ſame Conver- 
ſarion, chät ah Offer flom che Rajah, but indirectly, had been made to him of Twenty Lacks of 
Rupees for the p Service, as a Retribution for his Faikure bf 2 but that he (tte 
Governor General) was reſolved to inſiſt upon the firſt mentioned Sum of Fifty Lacks of Rupees; 
and if the Rajah ſhould abſolutely refuſe ds Demand, that he (the Governor General) would de- 
prive him of his Zemeedary, or transfer the Sovereighty thereof to the Nabob Viteer. 


#01 2 
« Sworn bete me, this 4h Diy of December 7797/74 r . Palmer 
| He 1 (14 9 | fo E.Impey Oh," R 111 | fi: 1. dh, 
" Read allo, from Appendix to the fs Hook, Pago 38. e a 0 
** N Num. 27 f 13 925 : 15 1 85 fa 
5 —— = .- * Atteſtation of David. SEL r IR $160 'l N. 
« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſcquit e. 


cc Honourable 
In Obedience to HAT Commands; bees to me through Major Palmer, I ſhall endeavour 
to repeat, as well as I can remember, the Purport of what 82 to inform me, before 
our Departure from Calcutta, of. your Intentions been ren eit Si end but as ſo long an Interval 
ks fince elapſed, my Recollection, which, has hever been by a Communication, | mult 
neceffarily'be'ſdmewhat imperfect. (1 ni 16 nnn T4 vir 

After enumeratipg ſome of the Reſoutees' which you 4 to Endtup ie Country, for 
the Relief 3 the Com any's r ydu mentioned to me the Conduct of Cheir Sing. 
You obſcrved, that he his Ele dution to the Company; that he was allowed to' ee 4 
wi confiderable Income, the Revenue exacted from him being much inferior to the Produce of 
his Diftrifs ; and that his Territories were maintained and defended by the Engliſh Army: That, 

on thoſe Conſiderations, it had been reckoned ecquitable, that he ſhould contribute, on an Emerg- 
ency, to: the Suppott of Wars carried on by that Government, under which he held his Zemeedary, 
and to which he was indebted for its Protection. Accordin * you mentioned, that a Sum had 
been wall o 45 him 3 that, after ſome Difficulties, he h reed to pay it at a certain Period: 
that, truſting to his Promiſes, you aa wide an AWgiegent an bir for the Uſe of Colonel Catnac's 
—— and tliat Colonel Camac, ob his Punctuality, had returned a Bill for a leſs: 
Sum, which had been ſent to him by Mr. puny. but that this Confidence had nearly proved 
fatal to the Detachment, and ayally did prove the'Cauſe of tetarding the [feng ts at Cheit 
Sing, in ſpite of all the Repreſentations which were made to him, delayed the promiſed 
Payment, that the Officers of the Detachment were reduced to the Neceſlity of ſe log their Plate : 
That you therefore determined to call him to a Account, and oblige him walks an Atonement 
for his Conduct in this Inſtance, and the Wantiof Attachment he had in general ſhewn to our Go- 


. CODY Money to che Relief of r Exigencies - 
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2291 * (a) Vide "pang 3 114, Now. * (50 Vide fupra, Page 232. 13a 
ET 75 that, 


Influence, which they have invariably _—_— r moſt . Pu 


of a contingent Account of Twelve, Tears; and. if it were to become the Eractice 0 6 
your inion, to glean from their paſt Accounts all the little Articles of Expence 8 
8 


Book 12, before delivered in, beginning at _ —_ of the lame Book. 


( $540 ) 

that, if he conſented, you were deſirous of eſtabliſhing his Poſſeſſion on the moſt permanent and 
eligible wh tons. but, if he refuſed, you had in your Power to raiſe a large Sum for the Company. 
by accepting of an Offer which had been made for his Diſtrict by the Vizeer.. Tou minured the 
Particulars of Cheit Sing's Conduct, in an Account which you drew up in Calcutta, of the State 
of the different Powers of Hindoſtan though I do not believe that, in that Paper, you'expreſſed/ 
the Intentions you had formed; and I remember you told me, that you: had commusicated to 
Mr. Wheler your Intentions regarding Cheit Sing; and I believe (though I cannot Oy 
a you een | ups bg 
| Th [* Lim, with the greet Reſp, te. % ele 

« Mahdajee Sindia's Camp, near Dutteab, | D. Anderſon,” . 

« the 14th January 1782 (a).“ _ 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 12. 


] left Calcutta, impreſſed with the Belief, that 2 Means were neceſſary, and thoſe 
exerted with a ſtrong Hand, to preſerve the Company” $ N from ſhaking under the accumu- 
lated Weights that oppreſſed them ().“. 


Read, alſo, from Appendix to the ſame Book, EY 18 * | 
. «The ill ſuffer no actual ide Refoinprions-oF; tle * 50f 
Begums will ſuffer no actual Loſs, by hue . 


which eee _ nnn kd proceed him h, 11 or ,20 97. 1 to 
I 40 JEL: 15TTS TIS} . vr >; P's $1 543VC 1041 

Read, the following Extract, from the printed Taper, called, ain Second be- 
fence," beginning at Page 4 of the mee. 


{4G 12215 | the- t IG 
It. has occurred to me, as a Queſtion, which might Kay's | ariſe ont of ithe Sobiee,; Why, 
the Begums ſhould have entertained ſo vehement a Hatred as t barbs which, At haye be them 
to have been actuated againſt the Government and Nation? The Anſwer is, obvious. to 
thoſe who know the Hiſtory of our Connection with the Nabob of Oude. The Begums 
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eld us as the a their Houſe, and the Uſurpers of its Inheritance; nor was their 1 


ment confined to the Engliſh. The Nabob, himſelf had his Share in it, for the Sacrifice which he 

had. made: of the Province of Benares, againſt the united Oppoſition of his Family ; and the Na- 

bob Salar Jung, the Brother of Bhow Begum, avowed. tp we hnnſelf, that he, had from that Time, 

withheld himſelf from all Concern in the Nabob's Councils, and aſſigned that as the Reaſon for it. 

I am ſorry that I muſt in Truth add, oa a Part of the Reſentment of the Beg ee as I had 
1 


too much Reaſon to ſuſſ ditected to my ſeir p perlönally. The Incidenits wh rife to · it, 
are too light to be mixed with the profeſſed Subjet and. Gecafion of this Detail, an they want 
the Authenticity of recorded Evidence, I could lay no Claim to Credit in my Relation of them, 
At ſome Period I may be induced to offer them to the World, my vltimate and unerring Judges, 
both of that and of every other Trait in m political Character (4, 

0 ol! 


Read, the following Extract, from Book 113. before delivered in. 1.250% bh 
12 Extract of a Letter from Na Haſtings Eſquire t to the Court of * Direftors. 


(3 3736001 15-0: 


" 69 80 On the River Ganges, 21 Febry ary, 1794. N 
« 151 it ſhould be objeQted, "that the Altowence of theſe Demands. would fri 6 Proceden 177 


others of \ the like Kind, I have to-remark, that in their whole! Amount, they ate but © wo 
w 


have their prime of Life in your Seryice, and filled, as L have filled, it, the Firſt Office bel 


Inaccuracy or Indifference hath overlogked, your Intereſis would ſuffer infinitely 
cedent, than by a Single Example of a; Life ſpent in the Accumulation of ,Craxes f or, your 
neſt, e is Cloſe in ae a Fee of! prinees Wands ant 1 bak ip 

r 6. | DING | of reh. 1 Y 1 ado DET 747 a Ao 0) 65 ö 


; The Managers for the 1e Re as Houſe, they 8 


next brake” to 
the Houſe, Evidence upon the Subject * the great Preſent Mr. Haſtings- received from 
the Nabob, when he met him at Chunar, previous to ſigning the Treaty of Chunar; 
and, Firſt, produce Evidence of che Nabob's Situation at the Time he Was oy o 


have made the Preſent.” ben er ee eee e 


Read, the following "ELFY of a, S 5 the gth of December 1779. from 


F WE a > . 1 —— 


— . — 818892 ; — 
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a) Vide ſupra, P e 232. vide | xa Page 367, Line 5. 
$) Vide ſupra; Page 1 RT eee e eee A 
c) Vide ſupra, Page, 141, Line 2 nen the Baton 12 1 927i tuo bi J. (8 « Fort 
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— Fort William, the 1 th December 1779. 
e At a Council; Preſent, . " . * 17 6 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
5 ae e. b * 
uires 


"73. © BY 
£ " 


Philip Francis, ; 
Edward Wheler, F A ty 
Sir Eyre Coote on a Viſit to the different Stations of the Amy. 
Extract of a Letter from Mr. Purling to Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, &c. 
MMembers of Council, dated Lucknow, the 19th November 17799. 
J have in vain urged him on the glaring Impropriety of refuſing Tuncaws upon the ſame 
Diſtricts as laſt Year, and giving them to his own Troops, without Diſcipline to ſupport his Go- 
vernment, and always. ready to plunder every Country to which they have been ſent. His Anſwer 
has been invariably, that while he had the Means of providing for the Demands of the Company, 
he has never refuſed it; but he is now deprived of that Ability, by the Drought which has obliged 
him to give Deductions to the Amount of [Twenty-five Lacks of Ru 
mils are defirous of being releaſed from their Engagements upon the' Plea of Inability ro comply 
with them. His Family, and that of his Father and Grandfather, after repeated Promiſes made to 
them and broken, are ſtill unprovided for ; that he did not believe the Council meant to ſeize the 
of his Table and Houſchold, which was all that was now left him. When I quitted 
him, I declared I did not imagine the Governor and Council would ever conſent to the Reform of 
the new Brigade, and the other preſent Eſtabliſhments for his Collections; that, if they were not 
diſmiſſed, they muſt be paid, and from the Sources of that Country for the Protection of which 
they were rai That I would have him for the Preſent to conſider the Means of granting the 
Supplies, in the Hope of an Anſwer more likely to be * *o our Government. - A: Day or 
two after I received a Letter from him, à Tranſlate of which, No. 3. I think it neceſſary to lay 
before you. As I have never been able to induce his Excellency to adopt any other Sentiments 
than thoſe he firſt declared, and have received another Letter from him, expreſſing much Diſſatiſ- 
faction at my Urgency on a Point he had determined on, and would not give up, unleſs he ſhould 
be compelled by the Governor and Council, I have thought it needleſs to preſs him further at 
reſent, „ Requeſt have tranſmitted a Letter from him to the Governor General, ſetting 
D GONE GR CN ee dene _ 2 

- « In this Situation, it only remains for me to lay before you the following Extract of Mr. Na- 

thaniel Middleton's Letter of the st inſtant, the Day on which Charge was delivered to me. 
When I have of late proged his. Excellency for further 1 he has pleaded Inability. 
© to anſwer the very heavy Demands which will this Year fall upon him, on account of the 
« Drought which has unfortunately happened, to the almoſt total Deſtruction of the Khurreff Har- 
« veſt, and the conſequent Diminution of his Revenue: I am concerned to confeſs there are but 
« too good Grounds for this Plea, The Misfortune has been general throughout the Whole of the 
«© Vizicr's Dominions, obvious to every Body; and ſo very fatal have been its Conſequences, that 
no Perſon of either Credit or Character would enter into Engagements with Government for 
farming the Country, without a very heavy Direction“ in the laſt Year's Jumma, which his, Ex- 
© cellency has been co pelled to allow to all who have hitherto been appointed to Farms; and 
« ſome who have engaged even under theſe Circumſtances, have to my Knowledge made moſt ur- 
gent Applications to the Nabob and his Miniſters to be releaſed from their Obligations, and al- 
« Jon? to relinquiſh their Farms, which they found they could not hold bur at a certain Loſs to 
« themſelves. You will ſoon be convinced by undoubted Teſtimony, and loud Complaints from 


. 
, 


Monday. 


z and even now the Au- 


* Sic in Orig, 
j 


« every Quarter, of the Reality of this Misfortune, which has neceſſarily been the Means of delay- 


©in neral Settlement of the Country, and of preventing my hitherto getting Aſſignments 
«for — than Rupees 68, 8 2, ooo; but 1 far its Operation and Effects preclude the Nabob 
from anſwering the Demands upon him on public Accounts, you will be the beſt able to judge 
from the Statements you will obtain of his eſtimated Revenue.“ 2 


As it appears from the Whole of this Extract, that Mr. Middleton had met with Obſtacles, 
from a Reaſon aſſigned which no human Foreſight could prevent, I hope your Honourable Board 
will not 1. 40 I have been remiſs or inattentive ; nothing but a compulſive Order from me upon 


an unde Right could obtain the Collection of a Rupee more than I have Tuncaws for; and 


nothing but a deciſive and ſpeedy Inſtruction from you, when the Time elapſed, may not occafion 
a 


material Loſs in the Revenue, can poſſibly procure the Grants neceſſary for the current Diſ- 
burſements from my Treaſury. '_ N | 1 


anſwered, ſince the Demands on the Treaſury upon the preſent Eſtabliſhment exceed the ex ; 
Income; and the laſt Drafts of the Honourable Board, and their Order, for the Payment of Two 


„Upon this Principle, it is needleſs to add, that no Bill from the Preſidency can poſſibly be 


Lacks and a Half of Rupees to Captain Popham, which has been complied with, have ſo ef- 


fectually drained the Treaſury, that 1 have not yet been able to pay the Firſt Brigade for 
"MM = (f/ | (Signed at the End) E. Purling.“ 2 
(0 Vide Appendix, N* XII. So tos 
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The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would not here read 
the Vizier's Letter again, already in Evidence before the Houſe (a), but proceed to a 
; Minute of Mr. Haſtings, upon the Repreſentation made by the Vizier in that Letter of 
i the Diſtreſs and Famine at Oude. - | 


# Read, the following Extract from the ſame Book, beginning at Page gog. - 


% Governor General. I underſtand the Subſtance of the Vizier's Letter to be a peremptory 
Refuſal to grant Aſſignments but for the Expence of the regular Brigade ſtationed at Cawnpore; 
a Demand tor the Recall, or Reduction of the Troops ſtationed at Rohilcund for his Service in that 
Diſtrict, and his new acquired Dominions in the Doaub ; and for the Diſmiſſion of the Corps eſta- 
bliſhed in his own immediate Service, under the Command of Britiſh Officers; viz. Thoſe ſeverally 
commanded by Major Hannay, Captain Oſburne, and the Body Guard under Captain Mordaunt, 
for the Purpoſe of ſubſtituting additional Eſtabliſhments of Horſe and Foot, under his immediate 
Command, for the Service of the Revenues. Theſe Demands, the Tone in which they are aſſerted, 
and the Seaſon in which they are made, are all _ alarming, and appear to me to require an ad- 
equate Degree of Firmneſs in this Board, in Oppoſition to them. Without further Comment, I 
ſhall proceed to recommend the following Draft of a Letter to be written to Mr. Purling, which, 
if agreed to, may ſerve as the Subſtance of One to be written on the ſame Subject to the Na- 


bob (4).” _ WN 
To proye the Nabob's Situation in 1 780, the Year before Mr. Haſtings met him at 
Chunar, e 20G « "A 500-4 ieh 


Read, Extract of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Haſtings received aꝗth 
of February 1780, from Book 116, beginning at Page 136 of the ſame Bo. 
mand From the Nabob Visier. Received 24th February 17896 
I have received your Letter, and underſtand the Contents. I cannot deſcribe the Solidity . 
of your Friendſhip and brotherly Affection which ſubſiſted between you and my late Father. 
From the Friendſhip of the Company he received numberleſs Advantages ; and I, notwitliſtand-' 
ing I was left an Orphan, from your Favour and that of the Company, was perfectly at Eaſe, 
being ſatisfied that every Thing would be well, and that I ſhould continue in the ſame Security 
that I was during my F ee Ea, from your Protection. I accordingly, from the Day of 
his Death, have never omitted to cultivate your Favour, and the Protection of the Company ; 
and whatever was the Deſire and Directions of the Council at that Time, I have ever ſince con- 
formed to, and obeyed with Readineſs. Thanks be given to God, that I have never as yet been 
backward in performing the Will of the Engliſh Company, of the Council, and of you, and 
have always been from my Heart ready to. obey them; and have never given you any Trouble 
from my Difficulties or Wiſhes. This I have done amp iro my Knowledge of your Favour 
towards me, and from my being certain that you would learn the ' Particulars of my Diſtreſſes 
and Difficulties from other Quarters, and would then ſhew your Friendſhip and Good-will in 
whatever was for my Advantage: but when the Knife had penetrated to the Bone, and I was 
furrounded with ſuch heavy Diſtreſſes that I could no longer live in Expectations, I then wrote 
an Account of my Difficulties.— The Anſwer which I have received to it js ſuch, that it has, 
given me inexpreſſible Grief and Affliction. I never had the leaſt Idea or Expectation from you 
and the Council, that you would ever have given your Orders in ſo afflicting a Manner, in Which 
you never before wrote, and which I could not have imagined. As I am reſolved to obey the 
Orders and Directions of the Council without any Delay, as long as I live,, I have, agreeable to, 
thoſe Orders, delivered up all my private Papers to him, that when he ſhall have examined my 
| Receipts and Expences, he may take whatever remains. As I know it to be my Duty to ſatisfy 

ou, the Company and Council, I have not failed to obey in any Inſtance; but requeſted of 
kim that it might be done ſo as not to diſtreſs me in my neceffary Expences. There being. no 
other Funds but thoſe for the Expences of my Muteſeddies, Houſehold Expences, and Servahts, 
&c. he demanded theſe in ſuch a Manner, that, being remedileſs, I was obliged to comply with 
what he required. He has accordingly 2 the Penſions of my old Servants of 30 Years, 
whether Sepoys, Muteſeddies, or Houſehold Servants, and the Expences of my Family and 
Kitchen, together with the Jaghiers of my Grandmother, Mother, and Aunts, and of my Bro- 
thers and Dependents, which were for their Support. I had raiſed 1500 Horſe and 3 Battalions 
of Sepoys, to attend upon me; but as IJ have no Reſources to ſupport them, I have been obliged 
to remove the People ſtationed in the Mahals, and to ſend his People into the Mahals ; fo that. 
I have not now One ſingle Servant about me. Should I mention what further Difficulties I have 
been reduced to, it would lay me open to Contempt. Although I have willingly aſſented to 
this, which brings ſuch Diſtreſs on me, and have in a Manner altogether ruined myſelf, yet 1 
failed not to do it; for this Reaſon, becauſe it was for your Satisfaction and that of the Coun- 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 496. g (5) Vide Appendix, Nö XIII. 
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cil; and I am patient and even thankful in this Condition: but I cannot imagine from what 
Cauſe you have conceived Diſpleaſure againſt me.—From the Commencement of my Admini- 
ftration, in every Circumſtance I received Strength and Security from your Favour and that of 
the Council; and in every Inſtance you and the Council have ſhewn your Friendſhip and Af- 
fection for me: but at preſent, that you have ſent theſe Orders, I am greatly perplexed. 

Sir, I was in Hopes, from your Friendſhip, that if, which God forbid, any Diſpleaſure ſhould 
ariſe in your Mind, you would have firſt given me your Advice on it, in ſuch a Manner as is 
uſual to Perſons of Diſtinction, and where I ſhould have learnt it, were it true, I ſhould be the 
more abaſhed by it; and having explained and reconciled it to you, whatever might be your Wiſh 
and that of the Council, which might have been for my Advantage, it ſhould be complied 
with; or if it had been falſe, I ſhould have written ſo to you, that it might be explained to you 
fully. At preſent, aſſenting to every Thing which is required of me, I have executed your Or- 
ders; but am in Hopes of your Favour, that I may ſome Time or other have a Meeting with 
, in which I may make known to you all my Diſtreſſes, and after that perform whatever may 
your Will. I ſhall not trouble you with long Accounts of my Loſſes reſpecting my Affairs; 
for all my Concerns and Dignity depend on you and the Council, and you will perform every 
Thing which is for my Advantage and Intereſt, and for the Honour and Credit of the Company 
and of you.— This is not delayed by my Requeſts. As you gnd my late Father were like Bro- 
thers, I am in the ſame Degree as your Nephew. I am therefore confident, that you 
will direct whatever may appear to you adviſeable for me. I am only wiſhing for a Meeting 
with you; and I hope from your Friendſhip, that whatever you may determine upon for this 
Buſineſs, or whatever Place you can come to from Calcutta, you will inform me of it; or ſhould 
you have no Leiſure for it, I will repair to Calcutta. It is neceſſary you write all theſe Circum- 
ſtances to me.— Sir, if from your Friendſhip you ſhould write your Aſſent to this, it is well; I will 
come with great Satisfaction and Pleaſure ; and although you ſhould forbid my coming, I will 
not put it off, but ſhall be the more deſirous of it, fince I have not One ſingle Perſon near me who 
could make much Preparations neceſſary for the Journey, not even one Attendant. I ſhall, how- 
ever, travel alone to your Quarter with great Pleaſure. My Situation abſolutely requires it, as 
I cannot at preſent remain here by any Means. If I have once an Interview with you, I ſhall 
have my Heart at Eaſe; after that, whatever your Orders and thoſe of the Council may be, 
they ſhall be obeyed. At preſent, that it is difficult for me to ſupport, myſelf alive, by. the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, you who are prudent can remove my Griefs, and are favourably inclined to me, 
and will perceive, that when I am reduced to that State, that all my Servants are diſmiſſed, and 
my Houſehold 27 and even my Kitchen, ſtopped, how can I ſupport it, or remain alive? 
I am ready and reſolved to preſerve the Friendſhip and Good-will of you and the Council to the 
utmoſt of my Life and Property, and have continually obeyed whatever has been your ,Orders 
and thoſe of the Council. What the People of Diſtinction of every Nation deſire, that their 
Name, Honour, and a Sufficiency for their unavoidable Expences, may be preſerved to them, I 
have no other Wiſh, If, which God forbid, this ſhould not take Place, it will be difficult for 
me to live One Inſtant. | | | | 
«I am therefore hopeful, that you will favour me with an Anſwer to this Letter, agreeable to 


my Requeſt, My ſole Strength and Security is from your Favour and that of the Council. Fur- 
ther Particulars will be made known to you by Rajah Govind Ram.“ 


To prove, that Mr, Haſtings, in conſequence of the above Repreſentation of the 
Nabob, removed ſeveral Engliſh Gentlemen from his Court; 


Read, the following Extract from Appendix to the Benares Narrative, Page 7. 


With reſpect to the Removal of the Company's Servants, Civil and Military, from the 
Court and Service of the Vizier, I was actuated ſolely by Motives of Juſtice to him, and a Regard 
to the Honour of our national Character. In removing thoſe Gentlemen I diminiſh my own In- 
fluence as well as that of my Colleagues, by narrowing the Line of Patronage, and I expoſe my- 
ſelf to Obloquy and Reſentment from thoſe who are immediately affected by the Arrangement, and 
the long Train of their Friends and powerful Patrons, But their Numbers, their Influence, and 
the enormous Amount of their Salaries, Penſions, and Emoluments, were an intolerable Burthen on 
the Revenues and Authority of the Vizeer, and expoſed us to the Reſentment of the whole Coun- 


try, by excluding the native Servants and Adherents of the Vizeer from the Rewards of their Ser- 
vices and Attachment (a).” | | 


To prove a further Repreſentation by the Nabob, with reſpect to the Expences of the 
Engliſh Gentlemen at his Court, after the above Removal ; 


Read, the following Extract of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. M*Pherſon, from 
Book 115, already delivered in. 5 
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(a) Vide ſupra, P. 141, Line 19. 
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1 Extract of a Letter from the Vizier. 
Received 21ſt April 1789. 

« With reſpect to the Expences of the Gentlemen who are here, I have before written in a co- 
vered Manner, I now write plainly, that I have no Ability to give Money to the Gentlemen, be- 
cauſe I am indebted many Lacks of Rupees to the Bankers for the Payment of the Company's 
Debt. At the Time of Mr. Haſtings's Departure I repreſented to him that I had no Reſources 
the Expences of the Gentlemen, Mr. Haſtings having aſcertained my diſtreſſed Situation, told me, 
that after his Arrival in Calcutta he would conſult with the Council, and remove from hence the 
Expences of the Gentlemen, and recall every Perſon, except the Gentlemen in Office here. At this 
Time that all the Concerns are dependent upon you, and you have in every Point given Eaſe to 
my Mind, according to Mr. Haſtings's Agreement, I hope 'that the Expences of the Gentlemen 
may be removed from me, and that you may recall every Perſon reſiding here, beyond the Gentle- 
men in Office. Although Major Palmer does not at this Time demand any Thing for the Gen- 
tlemen,. and I have no Ability to give them any Thing, yet the Cuſtom of the Engliſh Geatlemea 
is, when they remain here, they will in the End aſk for ſomething. This is beſt, that they ſhould 
be recalled (a).“ | a ONES. 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation 28th July 1783, from Book 81, al- 
ready delivered in, beginning at Page 60 of the ſame Book. | 


1 « Fort William, 28th July 1783. 
ib « At a Council; Preſent, 98 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Edward Wheeler, Eſoui 
John Stables, | ia | 
Mr. Macpherſon, indiſpoſed, . 


Extract of Mr. Middleton's Defence, in a Letter to the Board, dated Calcutta, goth June 178. 


4 But the Year 1180, from unforeſeen Events, was already began ere the Treaty was ſigned, 
and theſe large Bodies could not be removed without ſome previous Notice. Between Two and 
Three Months were aſſigned them for Preparation, in which Time it was ſuppoſed ſufficient Funds 
would have been forthcoming for their Diſcharge. The paying them off, involved. another Ba- 
lance of Arrears to them reſpectively, not included in the Balance of 1187 and 1188 to the Com- 

any, Theſe Arrears further ſwelled in their Amount, becauſe the Monthly Collections to the 
Period of their Diſcharge were not equal to their Pay and Arrears, and a Proviſion for the other 
indiſpenſible Diſburſements of my Office, which obliged me to deviſe other Means of liquidating 
them ; accordingly, after long Negociation, attended with much Difficulty, I accompliſhed a Loan, 
at the Beginning of the Year, on my own Credit, of 10 Lacks; without which Exertion, the Re- 
ſources of the whole Year would have been clogged with the encreaſing Amount of theſe Arrears. 
While the Effect of my Negociation was yet in Suſpence, another Balance before we heard of, 
amounting to upwards of 26 Lacks, was ſent up from the Preſidency, Why this Balance was un- 
known t o the Reſident, to the Governor General, and conſequently not included at the ſigning of 
the Treaty, will be ſhewn in its proper Place. I had pledged myſelf to the Governor General for 
realizing the Company's Balance, which of courſe meant the Balance in Agitation before us at the 
ſigning of the Treaty, which had this for its declared Object (5).” | 


To prove that Mr. Haſtings took the Bribe charged in this Article, 


Read, the following Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated, 
Patna, 2oth January 1782, from Book 29, already delivered in. 


« Patna, 20th January 1782. 
« To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Directors. 


« Honourable Sirs, 

« While the Nabob Vizier was at Chunar, an Offer of a very conſiderable Sum of Money was 
made to me, both on his Part, and on that of his Miniſters, as a Preſent. I accepted it without 
Heſication, and gladly, being entirely deſtitute both of Means and Credit, whether for your 
Service, or the Relief of my own Neceſſities, This Donation was not made in Specie, but in 
Bills, which have been in Part only, and tardily realized, being drawn on the Houſe of Gopaul 
Daſs, who was at the Time a Priſoner in the Hands of Cheit Sing. The Remainder is in Courſe 
of Payment, and I make no doubt of its being paid. What I have received has been laid out in 
the Publick Service. The Reſt ſhall be applied to the ſame Account. The nominal Sum is Ten 
Lacks of Rupees, of the Currency of Oude. As ſoon as the Whole is completed, I will tranſmit 
to you a faithful Account of it, reſigning the Diſpoſal of it entirely to the Pleaſure of Your Ho- 


__—_ 


"_ _— — a * 


(a) Vide Appendix, N- XLII. (% Vide Appendix, N* XLII. 


nourable 
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nourable Court. If you ſhall adjudge the Depoſit to me, I ſhall conſider it as the moſt ho- 
nourable Approbation and Reward of my Labours; and I wiſh to owe my Fortune to your 


Bounty... . | | ' 5) 
*I am now in the Fiftieth Year of my Life, I have paſſed Thirty-one Years in the Service of the 
Company, and IL Part of that Time, in Employments of the higheſt Truſt. My Con- 


ſcience allows me boldly to claim the Merit of Zeal and Integrity; nor has Fortune been unpropi- 
tious to their Exertions, To theſe Qualities I bound my Pretenſions. I ſhall not repine, if you ſhall 
deem otherwiſe of my Services ; nor ought 12 Deciſion, however it may diſappoint my Hope of 
a Retreat, adequate to the Conſequence and Elevation of the Office which I now poſſeſs, to leſſen 
my Gratitude for having been ſo long permitted to hold it; ſince it has, at leaſt, enabled me to lay 
up a Proviſion, with which I can be contented in a more humble Station. | 
| P I have the Honour to be, 
L Honourable Sirs, 
„ Your moſt faithful, and moſt 
« Obedient Servant, x 
« Warren Haſtings,” 


Then NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Eſquire was again called in. 

Q. Did you negotiate any Loan for the Nabob in the Year 1781? 

A. I did negociate a Loan for the Nabob; I do not exactly remember the Time. 
Q. How near to the Year 1781 was it, according to your Recollection? | 
A. I think it muſt have been the End of the Year 178m. 8 


Q. You recollected it very accurately Veſterday? 
A. It was the End of 1781. 
Q. Was it before you joined Mr. Haſtings at Chunar ? 8 8 8 755 
A. No; it was afterwards. In my Examination before the Committee laſt Night, I made a 
Miſtake of Dates; it certainly was after I ſaw Mr. Haſtings at Chunar. 


Q. Before what Committee do you mean? 
A. The Committee of the Honourable Managers. 


Q. Had you any Profit or Advantage upon that Loan? 
A. None. | 


Q. Why did the Nabob apply to you to borrow that Sum of Money ? 
A. I do not recolle& that the Nabob applied particularly to borrow the Money ; the Intention of 
_ borrowing the Money was to pay off the Eſtabliſhments that were diſmiſſed from the Nabob's Ser. 


vice in conſequence of the Treaty of Chunar. | 
wg you negociated a Loan for the Nabob; did he or not apply to you for that Pur- 


A. I don't recolle& any expreſs Application for that Purpoſe ; it muſt have been in Concert wich 
the Miniſter. . | | : | 
Q. Did any of the Miniſters apply to you for that Purpoſe ? 
A. I apprehend they did. $ 
Q. Then the Queſtion is, Do you know upon what Account it was that the Nabob or his 


Miniſters made an Application to you to negociate that Loan ? | 
A. Becauſe the Money was wanted; and I do not apprehend the Nabob could have borrowed 


it without I had given him Aſſiſtance at that Time. 


Q. I underſtand you, that the Nabob had not Credit from the Bankers at Lucknow without your 
Security. Did you give any Security for the Money ? 

A. No, I did nor, f [i 

Q. Do you mean to ſay, that the Nabob would not have had Credit, without your interpoſing 


% 


to give him Credit by negociating the Loan? 
A. I apprehend he would not. 
Q. Did you give any Security ? 
A. No, no Security ; but I promiſed to repay the Money out of the firſt Funds I ſhould be- 
come poſſeſſed of: I gave no Security. | 5 


Q. What were thoſe Funds ? g : ; 
A. The Nabob's F unds, | 


Q. How were you to be in Poſſeſſion of them ? . 

A. By the Afigaments I had upon the Country: From the Produce of the Aſſignments I was 
in Poſſeſſion of. : REES. | | v 
Q. Were 
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Q. Were thoſe Aſſignments made for the Purpoſe of repaying this Sum? | 
A. They were given for the publick Service in general; not expreſsly for this Purpoſe,” If it is 
not waſting your Lordſhips' Time, I beg that Part of my Defence may be read from which this 


is taken; where it will appear for what Purpoſe this Money was taken up. 


Read, the following Extract of Mr, Middleton's Defence, from Book 81, already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 59. | | | 


« When I took Charge of the Office of Collector of the Vizier's Aſſignments to the Company, 
this Balance upon the Reſident's Book, cloſed to the End of the Fuſſullee Year 1187, was 32 Lacks, 
excluſive of 104 Lacks Army Donation. In the Year 1188, it encreaſed 12 Lacks, making 44 
Lacks, when the Governor General arrived at Benares, the Beginning of 1189. To difcharge ſo 
much of this Balance as was due to the Company, therefore, was the Object of the Treaty; and to 
enſure the Accompliſhment of it in the ſhorteſt Time poſſible, a Plan was laid down, one Part of 
which was, the Suſpenſion of ſundry current Claims upon the Nabob, ſuch as Mr. Wombwell's 
Office, and the Temporary and Cavalry Brigadeers; which together amounted to ſo heavy an 
Expence, that, with the Continuance of them, even the cufrent annual Claim could not be an- 
ſwered, much leſs the abovementioned: Balance liquidated. But the Year 1180, from unforeſeen 
Events, was already begun ere the Treaty was ſigned, and theſe large Bodies could not be removed 
without ſome previous Notice: Between two and three Months were aſſigned them for Preparation, 
in which Time, it was ſuppoſed, ſufficient Funds would have been forthcoming for their Diſcharge. 
The paying them off involved another Balance of Arrears to them. reſpectively, not included in 
the Balance of 1187 and 1188, to the Company. Theſe Arrears further ſwelled in their Amount, 
becauſe the monthly Collections, to the Period of their Diſcharge, were not equal to their Pay and 
Arrears, and a Proviſion for the other indiſpenſible Diſburſements of my Office, which obliged me 
to deviſe other Means of liquidating them. According]y, after long Negotiation, attended with 
much Difficulty, I accompliſhed a Loan at the Beginning of the Year, on my own Credit, of 10 
Lacks ; without which Exertion, the Reſources of the whole Year would have been clogged. with 
the increaſing Amount of theſe Arrears (a).” 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. What was the Amount of the Loan you negociated ? 
A. Ten Lacks. 


Q. Do you think the Nabob could not have obtained it from Goopal Daſs, at Benares ? 
A. I do not apprehend he could at that Time. | 


Q. Did you ever, at any Time, know the Nabob to be in greater Diſtreſs, than he was at the 
Time he left Lucknow, to join Mr. Haſtings at Chunar ? | | 

A. No: I believe he was in as great Diſtreſs as at any Time I had known him. It was at the. 
Beginning of the Year, before the Collections of the Country came in; conſequently, he was 
left very much without Reſources. | 


Q. Did Mr. Haſtings inform you, that the Nabob, immediately upon his Arrival at Chunar, 
had given him a Preſent of One hundred thouſand Pounds ? 
A. He did not. 


Q. Did you leave Lucknow with the Nabob ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Did Haſſein Reza Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, accompany you and the Nabob to 
> Chunar ? | | "rm 
A. Haſſein Reza Cawn did; Hyder Beg Cawn, I believe, went on the Day before, and 
arrived at Chunar before the Nabob. 


Q Did you ſend, or cauſe to be ſent, any Sum of Money from Lucknow to Benares, during 
the Troubles at that Time at Benares ? 

A. I do recollect a Sum of Money being remitted, by Means of Major Roberts, who com- 
manded a Company of Sepoys; and he eſcorted the Treaſure down to Chunar. | 


Q. By whoſe Order ? 
A. By Mr. Haſtings's Order. 


Q. To what Purpoſe did you underſtand the Money to be deſtined ? | 
A. I underſtood it was deſtined for the Payment of the Troops at Chunar. 0 


Q. Did Mr. Haſtings at that Time expreſs himſelf to you as under great Apprehenſion for want of 
Money to pay the Troops ? | | | | 

A. As J recolle&, the Order of Mr. Haſtings for the Remittance of this Money was by Letter, 
before I had joined him at Chunar. ; | | 


2 — 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XLIV. | 
| 33 Q. But 
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Q. But after yu had joined him at Chynar, 4 Mr. Haſtings expteſs himſelf under any Ap- 
3 for Want of Money to pay the Troo — | 
A. I do not recolle& that he expreſſed himſelf to me particularly ; but I have heard he was 
much diſtreſſed for Money to pay the Troops, and under Apprebenſion for the Conſequences 3 121 

I cannot ſay T himſelf in that Way to me. 


„ By Mr. Haſtings ever make any Mention to 1 while at en of his EY debe 
this let of Ten Lacks or 100,000 ? 
A. No. | 


Q. When did you firſt hear Mr. Haſtings l had taken the Preſent ? ; 

A. I am not certain I heard of it before my Arrival in England. Ir is Doffible 1 might, but 1 
3 my Memory with it. I think the firſt Time I heard of it was after my Arrival in 

Was not you at that Time confiden employed Mr. Haſtings in negocia the Tiek 

of Chunar with the Nabob, or his MY RT rg * 

A. I was in Mr. Haſtings' Confidence very much at * Time, as I conceived, and was em- 
ployed between him and the Nabob in ſuch egociations with the Nabob as Mr. Ratings helf 
did not perſonally engage in. 

Q. Had you not at that Time a Knowledge of the State of the Nabob's re and all of 
all his Reſources? , * 

A. No; I cannot ſay I had an intimate Knowledge of ir. 1 


Q. What Degree of Knowledge had you of them; becauſe you ſaid juſt now you chought he 


never was poorer ? 
A. 1 conceive he was in very poor Circumſtances at that Time with reſpect to Treaſure. 


. Had you any, and what Sort of Knowledge of the State of his Treaſures, or of the State of his 
- Reſources ? 

A. I had no poſitive Knowledge of the State of his Treaſures, it was on] from my own Belief, 
and his own Complaints. 4 of 


Q. Do you think Mr. Haſtings could have entirely concealed the Receipt of this Preſent ' fm 
you, who were confidentially employed by him in the Negociation between him and the Nabob, 
without a conſiderable Degree of Care * Management ? 

A. I conceive that ſome Care muſt certainly — been uſed to conceal i it, or 1 ſhould prabgbly 
have come to the Knowledge of it. 


D Preſent was made in NMeney or Ne, or do you know in what Man- | 
was | 

A. I ſhou Re it muſt have been made in Bills: I do not * from any pole Know- 
ledge of the Fact. | | 


Q. Have you any Reaſon to 8 it was made in Bills ? 
A. No other, than that I conceive ſo large a Sum of Money = not 6 hs ranſparted 
without my being acquainted with it. 


Q Had you not yourſelf conſiderable Tranſactions with all * great Bankers with W the 
Nabob had Dealings or Connections? 
A. Yes: I conceive I had Tranſactions with moſt of them. 


Q. Had you Connections with Gopaul Doſs of Benares ? | | 
A. Gopaul Doſs had an Agent at Lucknow, with whom a great Part of the — 's Buſineſs 
was managed, 


Q. And conſequently you had Tranſactions with him? 
A. Yes. 


Q When you firſt heard of this rr bing given e Mr: Haſtings, in vie Mann bi you 
underſtand it was made ? 
A. I cannot recolle& in what Manner it was communicated to me; I rather thiak the fic [ 
heard of it was from the Papers publiſhed from the Reports of the Committee. 


.Q. Did you not hear it was in Bills from Gopaul Doſs? - 
A. Yes, from thoſe Papers; but I knew nothing of it in India. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to this as any Evidence. 


A hether you know any Circumſtances which would have enabled the Nabob to borrow 
Ten Lacks from Gopaul Doſs for the Purpoſe of making Mr. Haſtings a Preſent, when be could 
not borrow any Sum for the Purpoſe of paying his own Troops, or for ay other Purpoſe ? 

A. I do not know how he could have tranſacted it. 


6 2 ; . Do 
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i A Do you know whether he had Credit with Seren Doſs, or had you any Means of knowing 


A. No, I had no Means of knowing it poſitively. DUE | C 
8 you, or not, any Means of knowing the Extent of thi Nabot's Credit with Gopaul 


I No certain Means: When I ſaid, the Nabob, I ſuppoſed, would not have had Credit to 
have borrowed the Sum of Money I aſſiſted him in borrowing, I did not mean to ſay, he might ok 


have Reſources within himſelf to pay it; he had Reſources un within pr that 1 Was not 
acquainted with. 


A * ut when he wanted Money, you ſaid, you W your Interpoſtion wa neceſſary to raiſe 
at 


oney 
A. Tes. 
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Q. Would not thoſe Ten Lacks, which you ſtate to have been given to Mr. Hattionn: at Chunar, 


have anſwered the Purpoſe for which the Nabob borrowed the Ten Lacks irom you f— What was 
the Difference in Point of Time? 


A. I imagine about Six Weeks or Two Months after my Arrivl. 


Q. Need he have borrowed Ten Lacks more, if he had had that which was given to Mr. Hatiogs? 
A. No, he would have had no Occaſion R 


Then the following Letter from Mr. Palmer to Mr. Middleton was s read, from Mr. 
Middleton's Letter-Book, marked C. 
is 1 
* * 'To Nathaniel Middleton rene | 
cc ir, - 


« The Governor General deſires, that you will pleaſe to order an Eſcort for loch Treaſures as 


the Gomaſtah of Gopaul Doſs has to tranſport from Lucknow to Benares, for the Ls 5 758 
Toy Time to Time, ; 


« am, Sir, ap 1 
40 Benates, ' v Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, A7 
« 24th October 1781. (Signed) William Palmer, Military Scctetaly. ; 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : wy 60 


wn, Was it uſual for you to receive Orders through Major Palmer, babe the aber 
ures ? 


A. This is the only one I recollect to have received. 


Q. Whether you have any Reaſon to know or believe, that the Treaſure afterwards taken from the 
Begum, enabled the Nabob to diſcharge thoſe Bills upon Gopaul Doſs, that were. given to Mr, 
Haſtings ? Do you know any Thing of the Diſcharge of thoſe Bills ? 


A. No, I do not. 5 

Q. Do you know any Thing of the Application of the Treaſure which was raiſed. from the 
ms ? 

A. It was paid to the Reſident, upon the Company's Account. 168 t,20:007); pe 5 


Q. The Queſtion is, Whether you know if the n of any Part of chat Tee went to 
Gopaul Doſs, to pay thoſe Bills ? | | 
A. I believe not. 


Q. From what other Fund do you think the Nabob paid thoſe Bills, at 10 Time Mr. Haſtings 
ſtates them to have been realized? Do you know any Thing of the ner! in which Gopaul 
Doſs was reimburſed for his Advances to Mr. Haſtings ? 

i = I do not; I apprehend it muſt have been from the Revenues of che Nabobꝰs Country: 


ou know at what Time Gopaul Doſs was reimburſed for the Advance he made for the 
Nabob to SK Haſtings ? 
A. No, I do not. 


Q. Had you not in January 1 82, at the Time of ſc zing the Begum's Treaſures, Aſſignments 
and Claims which covered all the Revenues of the Country that were at the Nabob's Dil 
poſal? 


The Queſtion repeated at the D of the Witneſs, 


A. No, certainly not. 72 
: The 
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The Managers for the Commons: being aſked, ' What they meant by ihe Word 
% Claims“ made Anſwer, © Demands on the Part of the Company. " 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: _ . 
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Whether the Aſſignments you actually had, and the Claims you were at that Time . 

for, taking them (Aa 5 would not have covered the whole Revenues of the Country? | 

A. As I underſtand the Queſtion now, I muſt anſwer it in à different Manner: As I underſtood 

it before, it was, whether I had Aſſignments covering the whole Revenue of the Country; to which 

I anſwered, I certainly had not; — but if the publick Claims were alſo added, and Aſſignments ob- 

tained for the Whole, they clearly wound have covered all the Revenue the Nabob had to diſpoſe 
f. 


0 
Q. Then, could the Nabob have found Means of paying this Preſent in January 1782, without 
holding back from the Company ſome Part of that Property upon which you had Aſſignments for, 
and which you were preſſing for Aſſignments upon? 

A. No; I do not know any Reſources he had. 


2 what Funds or Reſources do you believe the Nabob officred a Second Preſent of 100,0001. 
to Mr. Haſtings, after receiving the Treaſure of the Begums ? Do you know of any Second Preſent 
being offered to Mr. Haſtings ? 


A. I ho os your Lordſhips will excuſe my anſwering that Queſtion, as 1 conceive ĩt may crimi- 
nate myſe 


Here the Clerk read over the Queſtion to the Witneſs, and Gi es 


Q. Do you know of a Second Preſent being offered Mr. Haſtings? . 
A. I hope your pen will ons my anſwering that Queſtion, as I conceive it may 
criminate myſelf, 


Q. Do you know of a Preſent being ed through any other Medium than yourſelf ? 
A. No. 


Q. The Queſtion then is, Did the Nabob ober! a Preſent through you to Mr. Haſtings ? 
- Queſtion objected to. 


Q. Whether you conceive yourſelf to have been ſuſpected and charged by Mr. Haſtings with 
having received a Sum of Money yourſelf upon Account of the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. No; I was not charged; but J received a Letter from Mr. Haſlings, which I conſidered 
as an Implication of taking Money. 


Q What Reply did you make to that Implication ? 
Il made a moſt ſolemn Diſavowal of it, and of every Imputation of the Kind that it was in 
my Powe to make, offering at the ſame ZIG to confirm upon Oath what I then wrote to Mr. 
Haſtings 


Q. Did Mr. Johnſon, the Aſſiſtant Reſident, make the ſame Diſavowal ? Was he charged alſo? 
A The Imputation ſeemed to be directed to us Two. 


by Do you know any Thing of Mr. Johnſon's having made ſuch Avowal ? 
We made a joint Diſavowal. 


5 Did you never hear from Mr. Johnſon, or from Hyder Beg Cawn, any Mention m_—_ a 
at any Time while he was in India, of this Preſent? 
7 No; I don't recollect that I ever did. | 


. 1 Do you know from what Fund the Eaſt India Company s Forces were paid, from the Time 
of the Troubles downwards till the 2oth of January 1782 7 

A. No; I do not know of any other than the Remittance I have ſtated, made from Lucknow. 
4 ee went in part Payment of the Army; but it could only make a ſmall 
Part. 


2, What was the Amount of that Remittance? 
A Only One Lack of Rupees. | 


* That was the Remittance nder the Eſcort of m_ Roberts? 
Les. 


1 Do you know what the Pay of the Army at Gl would amount to at the Period I have 
mentio 
A. I do not know what that Army conſiſted of 


Q. Do 


( 550 ) 
Q. Do you know whether Mr. Haſtings ſupplied the Army with Money during that Time, 


or any Part of that Time, borrowed upon his own private Credit, or how otherwile ? 
A. T have no Knowledge of it. | 


Q. Whether, prior to the Time of the Vizier's Departure from Lucknow to Chunar, in De- 


cember 1781, he had his uſual Train of Attendants and Servants about him, and whether he 
lived in his uſual State ? 
A. I obſerved no Difference whatſoever. 5 


Q. Was the uſual State of the Vizier that of a very conſiderable Prince, ſplendid and expen- 
five, or do you know what it was ? | | 
A. It muſt have been very expenſive, his Attendants were very numerous. 


Q. And as great as 1 other Indian Prince? * 
A. It was the greateſt I ever ſaw in Point of Splendour and Appearance, 


Q. Do you not know, that after the Treaty of Chunar, and after the Arrangements that took 


Place upon it, the Sum of 40 Lacks, or 400,0001. a Year, was ſet apart for the private Expences 
of the Vizier? | | 


A. I do not recolle& the exact Sum, but between 30 and 40 Lacks. 


Q. Whether in ſaying as you did juſt now, that the Aſſignments and Claims of the Company 
would have covered the Whole of the Revenues, you meant to include thoſe 40 Lacks, or only the 


Remainder of the Revenues, after deducting the 30 or 40 Lacks that were ſet apart for his own 
private Eſtabliſhment ? 


A. I believe it would not have left the 40 Lacks free. 


Q. Do you know what was the actual Amount of the Aſſignments ? 
A. I do not at this Time recollect the Amount. 


Q. Have you any Knowledge of the Amount of the Claims, or the Aſſignments you had ? 
A. I cannot from Memory ſtate it. 


Q. Have you any Knowledge of the Extent of the Nabob's Revenues One Year with another ? 
A. I recolle& the Groſs Revenue of the Nabob's Country was about Two Crores and 25 Lacks, 
happening to look into my Defence this Morning, where it is mentioned, and, I ſuppoſe, upon 
good Authority. | 
Q. Have you any Notion what the net Revenue was ? 
A. I cannot venture to ſpeak with any Accuracy as to that. 


Q. Do Two Crores and 25 Lacks amount to 2,250,000 1. Sterling Money? 
A. Yes. 


|  Q. Whether the Troops aſſembled with Mr. Haſtings, at Chunar, at the Time you came down 
to Chunar from Lucknow, were not very conſiderably in Arrear in their Pay ? * 
A. I underſtood they were conſiderably in Arrear. 


Q. Do you know how many Months Pay were due to them at that Time? | 59 
A. I cannot ſay how many Months they were in Arrear : I underſtood they were very conſider- 
ably in Arrear. | 


Q: Whether you apprehend it might have been very dangerous to the Britiſh Intereſt in India, 
and conſidering the Situation of the Provinces at that Time, that the Troops ſhould be left con- 
ſiderably in Arrear ? | 777 
A. It muſt depend a good Deal upon how much they were in Artear; the Troops in India are 
uſed to be in Arrear, therefore I conceive if they were not much in Arrear they would not. 


Do you know of the Forces under Captain Williams and Major Macdonald deſerting, and 
E their Arms againſt them, for Want of their Pay ? of 
A. I do not know the Fact of uk own Knowled; 
Bodies of Troops did leave their O 
Macdonald I have heard did. 


, (by the Managers). Whether you do not know that it is one of the Charges againſt the 
. . that they excited the Troops to deſert their Officers ? 

A. It appears ſo, upon the Affidavits that were taken reſpecting that Buſineſs. | 
A i the long Want of Pay alledged, in any Part of that Charge, as the Cauſe of that 
Mutiny ? _- | 
A. I do not recolleft it is. | 

Q. What Situation was Mr. Johnſon in ? 
A. Mr. Johnſon, here mentioned, was, no Doubt, my Aſſiſtant at Lucknow. 


8 Q. Was 
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Q. Was he left to ſupply your Place in your Abſence? 
A. He was. | 


Read, the following Extract of Appendix to a Conſultation of 12 June 1783, 
from Book 82, already delivered in, . beginning at Page 182 of the ſame Book. 


Extract of a Letter from Mr, Johnſon, to the Governor General at Benares, dated at 
Lucknow, 28 December 1781. 

« Your Letter of the 24th is juſt arrived, ordering the temporary Brigade to be again put on 
the Vizier's Lift, which the late Treaty had juſt eaſed him of. Nothing Teſs than Blows can effect 
this; for he is not even able to pay off the Arrears ſtill due to it for the. laſt Year, which, with 
the 21 Months ſtipulated by the Treaty, amount to 9 Lacks, by Mr. Day's Statement. Upwards 
of 12 Lacks have been paid to Mr. Wombwell, beſides Remittances made to the 2d Brigade and 
Colonel Muir; and ſcarce 6 Lacks have yet been collected; a hard Strain of private Credit alone 
has made theſe large extra Payments; and total Ruin muſt inevitably be the Conſequence of any 
Interruption in the Recovery of the Money advanced. However, this is merely a private Conſi- 
deration, and therefore cannot. weigh in publick Meaſures but in a publick Light. The Troops 
being all in Arrears, and no Poſſibility of preſent Payment, ſo large a Body aſſembled here without 
any Means in Hand to check or controul them, nothing but Diſorder could follow. 

« As one Proof that the Nabob is as badly off for Funds as we are, I may inform you. that 
his Cavalry roſe this Day upon him, and went all armed to the Palace to demand from 13 to 18 
Months Arrears due to them; and with great Difficulty * perſuaded to retire, which was probably 


more effected by a Body of Troops getting under Arms to go againſt them, than any other Con- 
ſideration (a).“ | X | | 


* 


Read, the following Extract from Mr. Middleton's Defence, from Book 81, Page 73. 


« Let me here be permitted to obſerve, that had the whole Claims and Expectations of the 


Year been perſiſted in, they would have amounted to near Double the Nabob's Net Revenue, 
VIZ. | 


Current Claims — — — 76, oo, ooo 
Chunar Balance, including Donation — 535,00, ooo 
Further Balance, to April 1779 — 3 — 26,00,000 
Ditto, April 1780 — — 14. oo, ooo 
Major Palmer's Claims — — 82, oo, ooo 
2, 5 3, 00, ooo 


Upwards of Two Crores and a Half, beſides Arrears to Troops recalled and Failures above ex- 
lained, for which the Miniſter raiſed 25 or 26 Lacks more. The Nabob's net Revenue, to my 
— never exceeded a Crore and a Half, but generally fell very ſhort of that Sum (b).“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: : 
Q. You ſaid, you had looked at ſome Book this Morning; is that the Book you looked at? 
A. Yes, it is. | 


Q. Does that furniſh, you with the Account you gave, that the Nabob's groſs Revenue was 
Two Crore Twenty-five Lacks ? OY . 


A. It does. 
Q. ( from a Lord.) What were the Army Donations ? 


* Sic in Ong · 


A. A Sum of Money engaged by Sujah Dowlah, the late Vizier, for the Company's Troops 


employed in the Rohilla Campaign. 


Q Is it diſtin& from the ordinary Pay? 
A. Yes. | b 


Q. You were underſtood to ſay, there were Four Lacks of Rupees ſent from Lucknow to 


Chunar did you mean to ſay there were Four Lacks ſent, or that there was only One ? 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
- Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


—— — 


(% Vide Appendix, N* XLV, (e) Vide Appendix, N- XII. 


74 


Die Mercurij, 30 Aprilis 1788. 


H E Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 
1 made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 


quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 


dence. | 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would now proceed 
to ſubmit to their Conſideration further Evidence reſpecting the Preſent received by 
Mr. Haſtings at Chunar; namely, Mr. Haſtings's own Account of that Tranſaction ;' 
his Acknowledgment of it to the Court of Directors, when, as he himſelf ſtates, it 


could be no longer concealed ; and his Application to the Company to have it allowed 
to himſelf, ; | h 


rden Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in, and produced a Paper indorſed as 
ollows : | | 


| « Cheltenham, 11th July 1785. 
« Letter from Warren Haſtings Eſquire, in Anſwer to the Court's Letter to Bengal, by the 
Surprize, reſpecting Preſents received by him in Bengal; read in Court 13th Ditto.“ 


The ſame was delivered to the Counſel for the Defendant, and by them ſhewn to 
the Defendant, who acknowledged the Signature to be his Hand Writing. 


Read, the ſame, as follows : 


William Devaynes Eſquire, Chairman of the Honourable the Court of Directors. 
« Sir, : | 770 | 

« The Honourable Court of Directors, in their General Letter to Bengal by the Surpriſe, dated- 
the 16th March 1784, were pleaſed to expreſs their Deſire, that I ſhould inform them of the Pe- 
riods when each Sum of the Preſents mentioned in my Addreſs of the 22d May 1782, was, re- 
ceived ; what were my Motives for withholding the ſeveral Receipts from the Knowledge of the 


Council, or of the Court of Directors; and what were my. Reaſons for taking Bonds for Part of 


theſe Sums, and for paying other Sums into the Treaſury as Depoſits on my own Account. 
29 I have been kindly apprized, that the Information required as above is yet expected from 


me. I hope that the Circumſtances of my paſt Situation, when conſidered, will plead my Ex- 


cuſe for having thus long withheld it. The Fact is, that I was not at the Preſidency when the 
Surpriſe arrived; and when I returned to it, my Time and Attention were ſo entirely engroſſed 
to the Day of my final Departure from it, by a Variety of other more important Occupations, 
of which, Sir, I may ſafely appeal to your Teſtimony, grounded on the large Portion contributed 
by myſelf, of the Volumes which compoſe our Conſultations of that Period, that the Submiſ- 
ſion, which my Reſpe& would have enjoined me to pay to the Command impoſed on me, was loſt 


to my Recollection, perhaps from the ſtronger Impreſſion which the firſt and diſtant ' Peruſal of | 


it had left on my Mind, that it was rather intended as a Reprehenſion, for ſomething which had 
given Offence in my Report of the original Tranſaction, than as expreſſive of any Want of a fur- 
ther Elucidation of it. | . 

« will now endeavour to reply to the different Queſtions which have been ſtated to me, in 
as explicit a Manner as I am able, To ſuch Information as I can give, the Honourable 
Court is fully entitled; and where that ſhall prove defective, I will point out the eaſy Means 
by which it may be rendered more complete. ; 


« Firſt, I believe I can affirm with Certainty, that the ſeveral Sums mentioned in the Account 


tranſmitted with my Letter above mentioned, were received- at, or within a very few Days of 


the Dates which are prefixed to them in the Accounts. But as this contains only the groſs 
Sums, and each of theſe was received in different Payments, though at no great * of 
* \ , f 12 | = if —— =poo 14d if ; oY ; ime, 


4 
A, 


CF :-: | 


Time, I cannot therefore aſſign a greater Degree ' of Accuracy to the Account. Perhaps the 
Honourable Court will judge this ſufficient for any Purpoſe to which their Inquiry was directed; 
but if it ſhould not be ſo, I will beg leave to refer for a more minute Information, and for the 
Means of making any Inveſtigation which they may think it proper to direct, reſpecting the Par- 
ticulars of this Tranſaction, to Mr. Larkins your Accountant General, who was privy to every 
Proceſs of it, and poſſeſſed, as I believe, the original Paper which contained the only Account 
that I ever kept of it. In this each Receipt was, as I recolle&, ſpecifically inſerted with the 
Name of the Perſon by whom it was made; and I ſhall write to him to defire that he will furniſh 
you with the Paper itſelf, if it is ſtill in Being, and in his Hands, or with whatever he can diſ- 
tinctly recolle& concerning it. | | 

« For my. Motives for with-holding the ſeveral Receipts from the Knowledge of the Council, or 
of the Court of Directors, and for taking Bonds for Part of th ſe Sum s, and paying others into the 
Treaſury as Depoſits on my own Account, I have generally accounted in my Letter to the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors, of the 22d May 1782; namely, that © I either choſe to conceal 
© the firſt Receipts from publick Curiolity, by receiving Bonds tor the Amount; or poſſibly acted 
* without any ſtudied Deſign which my Memory, at that Diſtance of Time, could verify; and that 


© did not think it worth my Care, to obſerve the ſame Means with the reſt.” It will not be expect- 


ed, that I ſhould be able to give a more correct Explanation of my Intentions, after a Lapſe of Three 
Years, having declared at the Time that many Particulars had eſcaped my Remembrance; neither 
ſhall I attempt to add more than the clearer Affirmation of the Facts implied in that Report of them, 
and ſuch Inferences as neceſſarily, or with a ſtrong Probability, follow them. I have ſaid, that 
the Three firſt Sums of the Account were paid into the Company's Treaſury without paſſing 
through my Hands. The Second of theſe was forced into Notice by its Deſtination and Applica- 
tion to the Expence of a Detachment, which was formed and employed againſt Mahdajee Scintia, 
under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Carnac, as I particularly appriſed the Court of Di- 
rectors, in my Letter of the 29th December 1780. The other Two were certainly not intended, 
when I received them, to be made publick, though intended for publick Service, and actually 
applied to it. The Exigencies of the Government were at that Time my own, and every Preſſure 
upon it reſted with its full Weight upon my Mind. Wherever I could find allowable Means of 
— thoſe Wants, I eagerly ſeized them ; but neither could it occur to me as neceſſary, to ſtate 
on our Proceedings every little Aid which I could thus procure, nor do I know how I could have 
ſtated it, without appearing to court Favour by an Oſtentation which I diſdained, nor without the 
Chance of exciting the Jealouſy of my Colleagues by the conſtructive Aſſertion of a ſeparate and 
unparticipated Merit derived from the Influence of my Station, to which they might have laid an 
equal Claim: I ſhould have deemed it particularly diſhonourable to receive, for my own Uſe, 
Money tendered by Men of a certain Claſs, from whom I had interdicted the Receipt of Preſents 
to my Inferiors, and bound them by Oath not to receive them : I was therefore more than ordi- 
narily- cautious to avoid the Suſpicion of it, which would ſcarcely have failed to light upon me 
had I ſuffered the Money to be brought direftly to my own Houſe, or to that of any Perſon 
known to be in Truſt for me; for theſe Reaſons I cauſed it to be tranſported immediately to the 
Treaſury. There I well know, Sir, it could not be received without being paſſed to ſome Credit, and 
this could only be done by entering it as a Loan, or as a Depoſit. The firſt was the leaſt liable 
to Reflection, and therefore I had obviouſly Recourſe to it. Why the Second Sum was intended as 
a Depoſit, I am utterly ignorant. Poſſibly it was done without any ſpecial Direction from me; 
poſſibly becauſe it was the ſimpleſt Mode of Entry, and therefore Ms mes as the Tranſaction 
itſelf did not require Concealment, having been already avowed. | | 
« Although I am firmly perſuaded that theſe were my Sentiments on the Occaſion, yet I will 
not affirm that they were. Though I feel their Impreſſion as the Remains of a Series of Thoughts 
retained on my Memory, I am not certain that they may not have been produced by ſubſequent 
Reflection on the principal Fact, combining with it the probable Motives of it. Of this I am cer- 
tain, that it was my Deſign originally to have concealed the Receipt of all the Sums, except the 
Second, even from the Knowledge of the Court of Directors. They had anſwered my Purpoſe of 
publick Utility; and I had almoſt totally diſmiſſed them from my Remembrance. But when For- 
tune threw a Sum in my Way of a Magnitude which could not be concealed, and the peculiar 
Delicacy of my Situation at the Time in which I received it, made me more circumſpect of A p- 
pearances, I choſe to appriſe my Employers of it, which I did haſtily and generally ; haſtily, 
perhaps, to prevent the Vigilance and Activity of ſecret Calumny ; and generally, becauſe I knew 
not the exact Amount of the Sum of which I was in the Receipt, but not in the full Poſſeſſion: I 
romiſed to acquaint them with the Reſult as ſoon as I ſhould be in Poſſeſſion of it; and in the 
nds of my Promiſe I thought it conſiſtent with it, to add to the Account all the former 
Appropriations of the ſame Kind; my good Genius then ſuggeſting to me, with a Spirit of Cau- 


tion, which might have ſpared me the Trouble of this Apology, had I univerſally attended to it, 


that if I had ſuppreſſed them, and they were afterwards known, I might be aſked, what were my 


Motives for with-holding Part of theſe Receipts from the Knowledge of the Court of Directors, 


and informing them of the reſt. 
« It being my Wiſh to clear up every Doubt upon this Tranſaction which either my own Mind 
could ſuggeſt, or which may have been ſuggeſted by others; I beg Leave to ſuppoſe another 


9 Queſtion 


| ( $55 ) 
Queſtion, and to ſtate the Terms of it in my Reply, by informing you that the Indorſement on the 
Bonds was made about the Period of my leaving the Preſidency in the Middle of the Year 1781, 
in order to guard againſt their becoming a Claim on the Company as Part of my Eſtate, in the 
Event of my. Death occurring in the Courle of the Service on which I was then entering, 

« This, Sir, is the plain, Hiſtory of the Tranſaction. I ſhould be aſhamed to requeſt that you 
would communicate it to the Honourable Court of Direftors, whoſe Time. is too valuable for the 
Intruſion of a Subject fo unintereſting, but that it is become a Point of indiſpenſable Duty; I muſt 
therefore requeſt the Favour of you to lay it at a convenient Time before them. In addreſſing it 
to you perſonally, I yield to my own Feelings of the Reſpect which is due to them as a Body, and 
to the Aſſurances which I derive from your experienced Civilities, that you will kindly overlook 


the Trouble impoſed by it. : | 
| "A « I have oy e to be, 
| -. r, 
« Cheltenham, | Your very humble, and 
the 11th July 1785. | Moſt obedient Servant, 


| | Warren Haſtings,” 
Then the Witneſs produced Book 82, intituled, . Bengal Secret Council, 2d June 
to. 3oth Ditto, 1783.” | | 


Read, the following Letter to the Governor General, dated Fayzabad, 1oth January 
1782, and ſigned Nath, Middleton, from a Conſultation of 12th June 1783, begin- 


ning at Page 226 of the ſame Book. 


f « Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
« At a Council; Preſent, | | | 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Edward Wheler, . 
John M*Pherſon, rare 
John Stables, | 


« Letter from Mr. Middleton to Warren Haſtings Eſquire. 


« I was honoured with your Letter of the 1ſt inſtant on the Road, as alſo your ſubſequent 
Commands of the ad and 3d; to which I ſhall pay the moſt ſubmiſſive Obedience, and at preſent 
trouble you with no other Obſervations on the Points they contain, excepting a Paragraph in the 
firſt, to which it is indiſpenſably incumbent on me immediately to reply, leſt an Accuſation it im- 

lies, though not abſolutely applied, nor, I am perſuaded, meant to be imputed to me, ſhould, 
any Miſrepreſentation or Miſconſtruction, be attempted to be forced upon you againſt me. 

« I do not know that any other Gentlemen than Mi: » Johnſon and myſelf were employed be- 
tween you and the Nabob, in the Agreement you concluded with his Excellency at Chunar; we 
therefore jointly ſubſcribe to the following Atteſtation, which we ſhall be ready at any Time to 
confirm by a more formal Oath, if deſired: a 

We do moſt ſolemnly declare before God, and upon our Honours, That we never have either 
of us, in Fact or Idea, received, or been tendered or promiſed, directly or indirectly, any Be- 
i nefit whatſoever, by any Perſon living, in Conſideration of any one or the Whole of the Articles 
« ſpecified or contained in the Agreement concluded between you and the Nabob Vizier, of the 
1 i 6 “ Nath, Middleton, 


« R. Johnſon.” 


« If the above ſolemn Aſſeveration can have Effect in counteracting any Miſrepreſentations 
which it is poſſible may have been made or ſuggeſted to you on this Subject, we chearfully and 


voluntarily offer it. | 
J have the Honour, &c. &c. | 
* Fayzabad, Nath. Middleton, 
the roth January 1782. Res at the Court of the Vizier. 


P. S. Your Letter of the 31ſt Ultimo, through your Militery Secretary, I can return no 

Anſwer to, as I am utterly 8 to expreſs what I feel and have felt upon it. I encloſe a Copy 

of it, ſtill willing to indulge a flattering Hope, that upon Re-peruſal it may appear to you more 
ſevere than my Conſcience tells me my Conduct, in the Inſtance alluded to, has merited. | 

57 | ; « have the Honour to be, &c. &c. | 

|  .._ «+ Nath, Middleton.“ (a) 


Then the Witneſs produced a Book, intituled, * Miſcellaneous Letters, ſent 1775 to 


— 


4781 ;” marked with the Letter E. | 
on (%) Vide Appendix, Ne XLVIL 8 
7 B | ' Read, 


FP Mm 
Read, the following Letter from the'ſame :* IT wh e if 01 Ting in t 


p To Mr. William Larkins, Accountant General, Fort Wilm. 
cc ir, t | | ; | * Tf T 6 mtr 4 

In the Abſence of Mr. Middleton, I have the Honour to tranſmit you 4 Receipt of the Pay- 
maſter of the Second Brigade, dated the 19th inſtant, for FyZabad 16 Sun Sicca Rupees One Lack 
eighty · eight thouſand three hundred and eighty-ſeven, Six Annas and Three Pice. 8 * 


1 
" | 


. 
. — 


cc d n Ca pees 88, 8 h 6 2” | | - 7 
nm : «] Bien de Honour i 1 h 

Lucknow, Yours, &c. obs har 8 16 4 
the 22d Auguſt 1781. | (Signed) „ J. C. Middleton 


10 Act Col? Viz" Aſſignm to the Honꝰ Comp.“ 


Read, alſo, the following Letter from the ſame Book. 
« From Mr. Middleton to M'. Roberts. 


« To Major William Roberts, commanding the zoth Regiment of Sepoys, _ 
ET” i e 1. 1255 Lucknow. 


©. + viel 4 
* { ö 4 


25 Sir, 8 | | TAY EE 2 37 
Having received an Order, from the Collector of his Excellency the Vizier's Aſſignments to 
the Honourable Company, to deliver into your Charge One Lack of Rupees; I herewith do myſelf the 
Pleaſure to for ward you that Sum, in a Tumbril, agreeably to the incloſed Invoice.” This Treaſure 
you will be pleaſed to deliver to the Honourable the Governor General on your Arrival at Chunar. 


« I have the Honour to be, 


.- | 2.4 35800, 22 
« Lucknow, . your moſt obedient, humble Servant. 
the zoth Auguſt, 178 1. . (Signed) © J. C. Middleton, 


« Aſst to the Col: Vizier's Aſſignm", &c.“ 


Read, the following Extract from the Governor General 8 Narrative, before deli- 
vered in, beginning at the Appendix, Part II. Page 145, of the Calcutta Edition. 


« NuM. 127. | | | 2. 
« To Edward Wheler, Eſquire. 
& Sir, | | 


I beg Leave to introduce, through you, to the Notice of the Board, an Inſtance of Zeal and 
Attachment to our Government, which, from the peculiar Circumſtances under which it was ex- 
hibited, merits both a Place in our Records, and a publick and warm Acknowledgement. 

„ Ir will be remembered, that a principal Object of my Journey to theſe Provinces was to obtain 
and facilitate an Interview at Banaris with Dewaugur Pundit, the Miniſter of Rajah Moodajee 
Booſlah, for the Purpoſe of effecting a final Adjuſtment of the political Concerns of our Governs 
ment, and that of Berar. The Death of Dewaugur Pundit, the News of which reached me Two 
Days before my Arrival at Banaris, and which I regret with the moſt ſenſible Concern, diſappointed 
all the Hopes which I had conceived of forming by his Means a ſolid and laſting Alliance with the 
Court of Berar, | 1 6 : i 

] was attended in my Journey from Calcutta by Beneram Pundit, the Vakeel of Moodajee 
Booſla, with his Brother Biſſumber Pundit. The Vakeel, during his long Reſidence with me in 
that Capacity, had given me conſtant Proofs of a ſincere Diſpolition to promote the Intereſts of 
our Government, whilſt he exerted himſelf to advance thoſe of his Maſte nr. 

« When I retreated from Banaris, Beneram Pundit and his Brother, on the firſt — of 
my Departure, followed, and, unattended by a ſingle Servant, joined me in the March, reſiſting all 
my Intreaties, and even Injunctions, to return to Banaris, where their whole Family reſided, and 
where they might have remained in perfect Eaſe and Security. denn 
On my Arrival at Chunar I found myſelf in great and irremediable Diſtreſs for Want of Money. 
The Troops were ſome Four, and others Five Months in Arrears, and as Cheit Sing had the 
Country on all Sides at his Devotion, I had not the ſmalleſt Proſpect of obtaining Supplies, until he 
Motion of our Troops from different Quarters ſhould open a Communication. It was with Difft- 
culty that I found Means to raiſe ſo ſmall a Sum as 2,500 Rupees, to diſtribute among the Sepoys 
for their preſſing Neceſſities, I muſt add, though foreign from my immediate Subject, that the 
Sepoys bore their Diſtreſſes without expreſſing the leaſt Impatience under them. | 
 «& Being accuſtomed, from my Experience of the Intereſt which Beneram Pundit had always 
taken in the Succeſs of our Affairs, and as a Kind of Acknowledgment of it, to treat him with a 
greater Freedom of Communication than other Perſons in his Situation, I occaſionally mentioned 
to him, without any oy amr” or Thought of obtaining any Relief from him, the Difficulties 
under which I laboured for the Want of preſent Subſiſtence; He inſtantly, and with ſome "__ 

. ne 


neſs, replied, That his Family at Banaris were in Poſſeſſion of a Lack of Rupees, collected in 
Specie, of which he made me the inſtant Offer, propoſing that a Battalion of Sepoys ſhould be 
ſent to bring it away; his Brother at the ſame Time offering to accompany the Eſcort, and to de- 
liver the Money. I thankfully accepted the Offer, and ſhould have adopted the Mode they recom- 
mended for bringing away the Money, had I not been fearful of expoling their . Family to the Ven- 
geance of Cheit Sing; and as my Dewan had been left at Banaris, ' I hoped by his Means to pro- 
cure the Treaſure to be tranſported to Chunar, and I received their Orders for the Delivery of it to 
him. But in this Expedient I was diſappointed, for the Dewan was ſo concealed, that my Letter 
could not reach him, and Gopaul Doſs, the Banker, through whoſe Agency the intended 
Plan was to be effected, was about the ſame Time apprehended and carried a Priſoner to 
Lutteefpoor, where the Rajah reſided ; neither could I at that Time deviſe any other Contrivance 
to avail myſelf of the Aſſiſtance which had been thus generouſly preſſed upon me. When I re- 
turned to Banaris, Beneram Pundit renewed the ſame Tender; and although my Diſtreſs for Mo- 
ney was not then equal in any Degree to that which had before prompted him to make it, I'agreed 
to accept it, willing to furniſh an incontrovertible Proof of his Sincerity in the Firſt Offer, and 
ſtrengthen the Teſtimony which I have herein given of his ſteady Attachment to our Government. 
The whole Sum, amounting to One Lack of Banaris Sicca Rupees, was received between the 3oth 
of September and 1ſt. of October: I have granted to Beneram Pundit a Bond for the ſame, at the 
uſual Rate of Intereſt, and in the uſual Form, except that it has only my Signature to it. I hope 
and requeſt that the Board will be pleaſed to confirm it. | 
8 « Banaris, have the Honour to be, &c, 
% 13th October 1781. FH Warten Haſtings.” (a) 

Then the Witneſs produced Book 20, intituled, Bengal Letters, received 1oth. 
April.1762 to:13th April 178360 „ | } 


Read, a Letter to the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court 
of Directors, ſigned Warren Haſtings, and dated Fort William, 22d. May 1782. 


To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Directors. 


„ Honourable Sirs, 1-42 20017 u tit Hh Fort William, 22d May 1782. 
In a Letter which I have had the Honour to addreſs you in Duplicate, and of which a Tri- 
plicate accompanies this, dated 20 January 1782, I informed you that I had received the Offer of 
a Sum of Money from the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſters, to the nominal Amount of 19 Lacks 
of Lucknow Siccas, and that Bills on the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs had been actually given me for 
the Amount, which I had accepted for the Uſe of the Honourable Company, and I promiſed to 
account with you for the ſame, as ſoon as it ſhould be in my Power after the whole Sum had come 
into my Poſſeſſion. This Promiſe I now perform, and, deeming it conſiſtent with the Spirit of it, 
I have added fuch other Sums as have been. occaſionally, converted tg, the Company's Propert 
through my Means, and in conſequence of the like original Deſtination. Of the Second of theſe 
you have been already adviſed in a Letter, which I had the Honour to addreſs the Honourable. 
Court of Directors, dated 29th November 1780. Both this and the Third Article were paid im- 
mediately to the Treaſury, by my Order to the Sub -I treaſurer to receive them on the Company's 
Account, but never paſſed. through my Hands. The Three Sums for which Bonds were granted, 
were in like manner paid to the Company's Treaſury without paſſing through my Hands, but their 
Appropriation was not ſpecified. % Nutig. , J 4 2 | 
The Sum of 50,000 Current Rupees was received while I was on my Journey to Benaris, and 
applied as expreſſed in the Account. . 1 7 EG 
« As to the Manner in which theſe Sums have been expended, the Reference which I have made 
of it in the accompanying Account to the ſeveral Accounts in which they are credited renders any 
other Specification of it unneceſſary; beſides that thoſe Accounts either have or will have received 
a much ſtronger Authentication than any that I could give to mine. 
Why thele Sums were taken by me; why they were, except the Second, quietly transferred to 
the Company's Uſe; why Bonds were taken for the Firſt, and not for the Reſt, might, were this 
Matter to be expoſed to the View of the Publick, furpiſh a Variety of Conjectures to which it would be 
of little Uſe to Reply. Were your Honourable Court to queſtion me upon theſe Points, Iwould anſwer, 
that the Sums were taken for the Company's Benefit; at Times in which the Company very much 
needed them; that I either choſe to conceal the Firſt Receipts from publick Curioſity, by receiving 
Bonds fer the Amount, or poſſibly acted without any ſtudied Deſign which my Memory could at 
this Diſtance of Time verify; and that I did not think it worth my Care to obſerve the ſame Means 
with the Reſt, I truſt, Honourable Sirs, to your Breaſts for a candid Interpretation of my Actions, 
-and aſſume the Freedom to add, that I think myſelf on ſuch a Subject, on ſuch an Occaſion, en- 


ticled to it. "7 | Ai 

| dt 65 * 4065 H have the Honour to be, 
"I e . f Honourable Sirs, 
F : | . Your moſt faithful, moſt obedient, 
7 and moſt humble Servant, 
| Warren Haſtings.” 


* 


th — 


. 


(e) Vide ſupra, P. 226. 


( 538 ) 


Read alſo, from the ſame Book, a Paper, indorſed, Fort William, 16th December 


1782, Letter from Warren Haſtings Eſquire, to the Secret Committee. Received per 
Lively, 24th May 1783,” as follows: N | 


« To the Honourable the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Directors. 
« Honourable Sirs, | Fort William, 16th December 1782. 


„The Diſpatch of the Lively having been protrafted, by various Cauſes, from Time to 
Time, the accompanying Addreſs, which was originally deſigned and prepared for that Diſpatch 
(no other Conveyance fince occurring), has of Courſe been thus long detained. The Delay is of 
no publick Conſequence ; but it has produced a Situation which, with Reſpect to myſelf, I regard 
as unfortunate; becauſe it expoſes me to the meaneſt Impuration, from the Occaſion which the 
late Parliamentary Inquiries have ſince furniſhed, but which were unknown when my Letter 
was written, and written in the neceſſary Conſequence of a Promiſe, made to that Effect in a 
former Letter to your Honourable Committee, dated 2oth January laſt. However, to preclude 
the Poſſibility of ſuch Reflections from affecting me, I have defired Mr. Larkins, who was privy 
to the whole Tranſactions, to affix to the Letter his Affidavit, of the Date in which it was writ- 
ten. I own I feel moſt ſenſibly the Mortification of being reduced to the Neceſſity of uſing ſuch 
Precautions to guard my Reputation from Diſhonour. If I had, at any Time, poſſeſſed that De- 
gree of Confidence from my immediate Employers, which they never withheld from the meaneſt 
of my Predeceſſors, I ſhould have diſdained to uſe theſe Attentions. How I have drawn on me a 
different Treatment, I know not; it is ſufficient that I have not merited it. And in the Courſe 
of a Service of Thirty-two Years, and Ten of theſe employed in maintaining the Powers, .and 


diſcharging the Duties of the Firſt Office of the Britiſh Government in India, that Honourable 


Court ought to know whether I poſſeſs the Integrity and Honour which are the firſt uiſites 
of ſuch a Station. If I wanted che! e f * 


eſe, they have afforded me but too powerful Incentives to ſup- 

pu the Information which I now convey to them through you; and to appropriate to my own 

ſe the Sums which I have already paſſed to their Credit, by the unworthy, and, pardon me if 

T add, dangerous Reflections, which they have paſſed upon me, for the firſt Communication of 

og * your own Experience will fuggett to you, that there are Perſons who would profit 
y ſuch a Warn 


ing. 
« Upon the Whole of theſe Tranſactions, which to you, who are accuſtomed to view Buſineſs 


in an official and regular Light, may appear unprecedented, if not improper, I have but a few 


ſhort Remarks to ſuggeſt ro your Conſideration. 

« If I appear in any 'unfavourable Light by theſe Tranſactions, I reſign the common and le- 
gal Security of thoſe who commit Crimes or Errors, I am ready to anſwer every particular 
Queſtion that may be put againſt myſelf, upon Honour, or upon Oath. CITES | 

« The Sources from which theſe Reliefs to the publick Service have come, would never have 
yielded them to the Company publickly; and the Exigencies of yqur Service (Exigencies created 
by the Expoſition of your Affairs, and Faction in your Councils) requized thoſe Supplies. 

« I could have concealed them, had I had a wrong Motive, from your's and the publick Eye for 
ever; and I know that the Difficulties to which a Spirit of Injuſtice may ſubject me for my Can- 
dour and Avowal, are greater than any poſſible Inconvenience that could have attended - the Con- 
cealment, except the Diſſatisfaction of my own Mind. Theſe Difficulties are but a few of thoſe 
which I have ſuffered in your Service. The Applauſe of my own Breaſt is my ſureſt Reward, and 
was the Support of my Mind in meeting them. Your Applauſe, and that of my Country, are 
my next Wiſh in Life. "> th eng. 


I have the Honour to be, | | 
Honourable Sirs, 929? Re 
Your moſt faithful, moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 
Warren Haſtings.” 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That the Paper next about to be read con- 


tained an Account of the Produce of this Sum given to Mr. Haſtings by the 
Nabob. | 


Read, Extract of an Account, dated Fort William, 22d May 1782, and ſigned 
Warren Haſtings, from the ſame Book, as follows : 


An Account of Sums received, on the Account of the Honourable Company, by the Governor 

General, or paid to their Treaſury by his Order, and applicd to their Service. „ 92 2002 © 
« Produce of the Sum mentioned in the Governor General's Letter to the 

Honourable Secret Committee, dated 2oth January 1782, and credited in o 10,30,275:1: 3 

Governor General's Account of Durbar Charges for April 1782, | 


3 « I William 


. (539 ) 


& 1 William Larkins do make Oath and fay, That the Letter and Account to which this Affi- 
davit js affixed, were written by me at the Requeſt of the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, 
on the 22d May 1782, from rough Draughts, written by himſelf in my Preſence : That the Cover 
of the Letter was ſealed up by him in my Preſence, and was then intended to have been tranſmit- 
ted to England by the Lively, when that Veſſel was firſt ordered for Diſpatch, and that it has re- 
mained cloſed until this Day, when it was opened for the expreſs Purpoſe of being accompanied 


by this Affidavit. | 1 ne tt 
Calcutta, 16th December 1782. 1 Wm. Larkins.” (a) - 


« Sworn this 16th Day of December 1782, 
before me, J. Hyde.” = 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 42, intituled, Bengal Diſpatches, iſt January 
1782, to 11th April 1783.” _ __ I We" 6 

Read, Extract of a General Letter, from the Court of Directors, to the Governor 
General and Council at Fort William, dated 15th January 1783. Fs 


Par. 54. © We have received a Letter from our Governor General, dated, Patna, 2oth January 
1782 repreſenting, that, while the Nabob Vizier was at Chunar, an Offer of a very conſiderable 
Sum of Money was made to him, both on the Part of the Nabob and on that of his Miniſters, as 
a Preſent ; which he accepted without Heſitation, being entirely deſtitute both of Means and Cre- 
dit, whether for our Service, or the Relief of his own Neceſſities. The nominal Sum ſaid to be 
received, and in Courſe of Payment, amounts, as the Governor General has informed us, to 10 
Lacks of Rupees of the Currency of Oude. It is further ſtated, that what has been already receiv- 
| ed, has been laid out on the publick Service, and that the reſt is to be ap lied to the ſame Account z 
and that as ſoon as the Whole is compleated, he will tranſmit to us a faithful,Account thereof. 

Par. 55. * The Governor General has ſubmitted to our Conſideration, whether we will adjudge 
this Depoſit to him; but as the Act of Parliament, by which the Governor General and Council 
were appointed, directs, That the Salaries to be allowed to the ſaid Governor General and Council,“ 
as therein mentioned, ſhall be in Lieu of all Fees of Office, Perquiſites, Emoluments, and Advan- 
tages whatſoever; and that no Fees of Office, Perquiſites, Emoluments, or Advantages what- 
© ſoever, ſhall be accepted, received, or taken, by ſuch Governor General and Council, or any of 
them, in any Manner, or on any Account or Pretence whatſoever :* And as the ſame Act further 
directs, That no Governor General, or any of the Council, ſhall, directly or indirectly, accept, re- 
« ceive, or take, of or from any Perſon or Perſons, in any Manner, or on any Account whatſoever, 
© any Preſent, Gift, Donation, Gratuity, or Reward, pecuniary or otherwiſe, or any Promiſe or En- 
gagement for any Preſent, Gift, Donation, Gratuity, or Reward ;* we cannot, were we ſo inclined, 
decree the Amount of this Preſent to the Governor General. And as it is further enacted, That 
* any ſuch Preſent, Gift, Gratuity, Donation, or Reward, accepted, taken, or received, ſhall be 
* deemed and conſtrued to have been received to and for the ſole Uſe of the Company ;* we a 

rove of the Intentions of the Governor General, to appropriate the Whole of the Sum to the Pu 
ick Service; and direct, that he do ſtrictly abide by the Act of Parliament in this Caſe made and 


provided.” | 
(Dated, and ſigned at the End) 
| Eat! &« Henry Fletcher. 
Nathaniel Smith. 
John Harriſon. 
* | Henry Savage. a 
1 London, John Smith. : 
« the 15th January 1783. George Tatem. 
| Thomas Cheap. 
John Roberts, 
Joſeph Sparkes. 
Jacob Wilkinſon. 
Stephen Luſhington. 
R. Hall. 65 
George Cuming. 
L.. Darell. | 
Jas. Moffatt.” 


Then the Witneſs produced a Paper indorſed, Duplicate, Calcutta, gth Auguſt 
1786. Letter from Wm. Larkins Eſquire, Accountant General at Bengal, to the 
Chairman of the Eaſt India Company. Read in Court gth March 1787.” 


— 


— 


(%) Vide Appendix, N- XI VIII. 
| SD 


Read, | 


26 ( 560 ) | 
Read, the following Extract from the ſame. n ene 


« To William Devaynes Eſquire Chairman, or to the Chairman for the Time being, of the 
Honourable the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaſt Indies, | | « HA LE» 


Par. 17, * The Dates in which this Payment was made to Mr. Haſtings, as well as thoſe made 
in Part of the Produce of the Preſents enumerated in the Paper No. 2, are ſtated the ſame in the 
280th and 281ſt Pages of the Honourable Company's General Journal of 1781-2, as they are 
brought to account in Mr. Haſtings's private Books; but as neither of the other Sums paſſed 
through his Hands, theſe contained no ſuch Specification, and conſequently could not enable him to 
afford the Information with which he has requeſted me to furniſh you; and it is more than pro- 
bable, that if the Affidavit which I took on 16th December 1782, had not expoſed my Character 
to the Suſpicion of my being capable of committing one of the baſeſt Treſpaſſes upon the Confi- 
dence of Mankind, I ſhould at this Diſtance of Time have been equally unable to have complied 
with his Requeſt ; but after I became acquainted with the Inſinuation ſuggeſted in the Eleventh 
Report of the Select Committee of the Houſe of Commons, I thought it but too probable, that 
unleſs I were poſſeſſed of the original Memorandums which I had made of theſe Tranſactions, at 

the Time when I became acquainted with them, I might, at ſome diſtant Period, be unable to 
prove that I had not deſcended to commit fo baſe an Action; I have therefore always moſt care- 
fully preſerved every Paper which I poſſeſſed regarding theſe Tranſactions. 
Calcutta, 6 We (Signed at the End) 
5th Auguſt 1786. | 


Wm. Larkins.” 
Read, Incloſure in the foregoing. 


« Copy of the Particulars of the Preſents taken from the Nabob Vizier and his Miniſters, and 
from Nundoodelol ; carried to the Honourable Company's Credit, in the Account of the 
Receipts and Diſburſements of the Governor General, during his Abſence from the Prefidency, 
on a Viſit to the Northern Provinces, and included in Mr. Haſtings's Account 'of 22d 
May 1782, 

« From the Nabob to the Governor 

sic in Orig, FHuſfſcin* Zeza Cawn, and Hyder 

| Beg Cawn, to ditto — q, 30, ooo 

Ditto and ditto, to Mr. Haſt- 
ings — — I,00,000 : — : 


Lucknow Siccas 10, 50, ooo: — : — 
Hoon deawun deducted 1, 23, 208: 13: 6 | 
Lucknow Siccas = — — 29,24, 794: 2: 6 

Received in the following Species: | | 
Calcutta Siccas — — 2,760,573 2 12: — 
Patna Sumvant — — 4, 12,828: 11: — 
Murſhedabad Bazar Chellawn 43,383: 15: 6 
Lucknow Siccas -— — 1$,92,307 : 12: — 


Converted into Benaris Siccas, valued at 
12 per Cent. + C. | 
2,760,573 2 12: — 175 4 
32,975 : — 3 — taken for Expences valued as uſual =— — 38,251; =: = 


2,43,598 : 12 + 3 9 3 3 2,52, 301: 11 : 

412,528 : 11 + = 8 = — 2,062 : 10: 3 43144591: 5 
43,383: 156 + 112 — — 759: 3:6 44143: 3: 

1,92,307 : 12= 9 2 6 — 17,608: 3: = 1,74,099: 9 


Benaris Siccas 8,85,735 : 
Batta 12 p* C* 1,06,288 : 


ü p. 8,702 : 15: 


| = 
| > © 
N 


9,92, 24: 1 : 3 
1 1.8 


3 f Current Rupees 10, 30,275 
From Nundoodelol —_ — — 58,000 : — : = 


| Current Rupees 10, 88, 273: 1: 5 
* A true Copy. Wm. Larkins, 5th Auguſt 1786.“ | 0 


* 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XLIX. 


C60 
Then the Managers for the Commons deſired Major Scott might be called in. 
MAJOR SCOTT was accordingly called in, and examined as follows : | 
Q. Whether you did not receive a Letter from Mr. Haſtings, mentioning his, Mr. Haſtings's, 
having received a Preſent of Ten Lacks of Rupees from the Nabob, whilſt he was at Chunar | 
A. I remember it perfectly well. —I think it was in the Month of July 1782, that I received the 
Letter by the Nancy Packet. INCL 18 | 7 
Q. Where was you at that Time? 
A. I was in Englangc. | 
Q. To whom did you deliver that Letter ? | | | | 
A. I thought I was aſked, whether I myſelf received that Letter. ; 


Q. Yes: And you were underſtood to anſwer, that you received it in July 1782. The Quel- 
tion upon.that is, Whether'you delivered it to any Perſon, and to whom ? 
A. Not that Letter; but with it I received another Letter, ſealed, and directed to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors. That Letter I delivered immediately after I had received it, 
and after I had read Mr. Haſtings' Letter, to Sir Henry Fletcher, who was at that Time Chairman 
of the Court of Directors, and I delivered it to him at the India Houſe, | 


Q. Did any Duplicate of that Letter, for your Inſpection, accompany the Original? 

A. I am not quite certain, whether a Copy, for my — came by that Ship, or whether 
it came by the next ; but of this I am very clear, that I had delivered the original Letter to Sir 
Henry Fletcher before I had read the Duplicate, not conceiving there was any Mcretionary Power 
lodged in me to withold it, upon any Pretence whatever. . | | 


Q Recolle&, if you can, whether or not the Duplicate accompanied the Letter from Mr. 
Haſtings, or followed in another — ? . a 

A. T really cannot but I can recolle& what will go immediately to the Point. I am ſure Mr. 
Haſtings, in his Letter to me, mentioned, that he had received a Preſent from the Nabob, or his 
Miniſter, and that he had ſent to the Secret Committee of Directors an Account of the Receipt of that 
Preſent.— Of that I am clear; and that he had appropriated, or meant to appropriate, that Preſent 
to the Service of the Company. I think it is more than probable I received an exact Copy of the 
Letter to the Secret Committee.——I went through a very long Examination upon this Subject 
before a Committee of the Houſe of Commons; and, though I have not looked at my Evidence, 
yet [ think I ſtated, at that Time, that I had delivered the Letter almoſt immediately after receiv- 
ing . before I had read the Duplicate of it, if a Duplicate was incloſed to me, which 
F think t was. | | 


Q. You now think the Duplicate was encloſed to you with the original Letter? 
A. I rather think it was. . 


Q. But you can't ſay poſitively whether it came with it, or in a ſubſequent Parcel ? 

A. I cannot, If your Lordſhips will give me Leave to mention—1 did underſtand the Tenor 
of my Examination in another Place to be intended to prove, if it could have been proved from 
my Evidence, that there was a diſcretionary Power lodged in me to withhold the Letter or to de- 
liver it, as the State of Parties might be at that Time in this Country: And I can ſpeak poſitively, 
I had no Inſtruction from Mr. Haſtings, directly or indirectly, to withhold, under any Circum- 
ſtances, that Letter from the Gentleman to whom it was directed. 1 


Q. Have you that Letter from Mr, Haſtings about you? 
A. No, I have not. I did not know to what Point I ſhould be examined. 


Q. Have you it in your Poſſeſſion? h 

A. I think it very probable I have. If your neg think it right I ſhould produce a private 
Letter from Mr. Haſtings, in which that Paſſage is in erted, I am in Submiſſion to your Lord- 
ſhips Judgment, whether I ſhould produce it or not: I ſpeak poſitively to the Fact. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That if it had not appeared, from the Teſ- 
timony of the Witneſs himſelf, that the Letter was upon a Publick Tranſaction, they 
ſhould not have entered upon the Subject. 


The Houſe obſerved, That till the Witneſs had ſeen the Letter, the Enquiry did 
not appear quite right. | | 155 
The Witneſs proceeded as follows: 


I can ſo far ſtate poſitively, that, as far as pecuniary Tranſactions are concerned, I can have 
not the 4-94 Objection to produce that, or any other Letter I ever received from Mr. Haſtings 
in my ife, | | ; . Ke. 


7 | Q. Did 


By 562 ) 


Q. Did that private Letter to you carry the Explanation further than his Letter to the 

Court of Directors did, with Reſpect to his Tranſaction either with the Nabob or with his Mini- 
ſter ? | "9 L. 
A. It certainly did not: Speaking from Memory, I think Mr. Haſtings, in his Letter to me, 
ſaid ſomething about the State of his own Fortune, and that he would not increaſe it by any Means 
which he could not approve; but left it to the Court of Directors, to determine 4. they 
would adjudge that Preſent ſo received to him, or not. 77 


Q. Do you recollect the Date of that Letter ? | eee OS 4 

A. I think it was dated about the 18th, 20th, or. 22d of January 1782, from Patna ; and, 
accompanying it, Mr. Haſtings ſent to the Court of Directors a Narrative of the Inſurrections at 
Benares, and relative to the Proceedings in Oude. It was the firſt Diſpatch of the Year, except 
One. A Ship was ſent by Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherſon to England —it was the Swallow. I. 
think ſhe ſailed in the Month of January 1782. Mr. Haſtings had deſired that Veſſel to be de- 
tained, till his Narrative, and thoſe Letters of which I am ſpeaking, ſhould arrive in Calcutta. 
But the Council, being anxious to ſend from Bengal the earlieſt Accounts of the Tranſactions in 
India, and particularly from Madras, where the Ship was to ſtop, the Swallow ſailed before the 
Narrative and thoſe Letters arrived in Calcutta—and the Nancy Packet, a Snow, was taken u 
expreſsly for the Purpoſe of bringing them to England; and I think the Nancy Packet arrived in le 
than a Month after the Swallow,—1 think ſo. | VV 


Q. Whether the Account you mention of theſe Tranſactions was not addreſſed directly to the 
Board of Directors at Home from Mr. Haſtings ? | „ * ® 

ö * I _ do not recollect, but the Record will ſhew it: The Head of the Narrative will ſhew 
it of courſe, | 


Did theſe Accounts paſs through you as a Channel of Communication between Mr. 
Haſtings and the Court of Directors, or did they come to them in the ordinary Mode of Com- 


munication ? 


A. They were brought home under the Charge of Major Fairfax, I think. 


| ** have given an Account of Mr. Haſtings being at the Time at Patna, and giving ſpe- 
cial Directions for the Tranſmiſſion of certain Articles of Intelligence, which he meant to com- 
municate to the Court of Directors at Home; and the Queſtion put to you is, Whether that 
Communication to the Court of Directors was made through you, or in any other Manner? 

A. Not through me but I am not clear whether Major Fairfax was entruſted perſonally to 
deliver them, or whether they were ſent up by the Ship in the ordinary Courſe. . 


Q. Was this Part of the Account Mr. Haſtings ſent to you, either by a Letter addreſſed to 
you, or in any other Manner communicated ? | 

A. If your Lordſhips will give me leave, I will ſtate how I received it. The Benares Narra- 
tive, and the other Packets, were ſent to the Court of Directors, I ſuppoſe—T believe ſo. Major 
Fairfax brought me a Box, containing a Duplicate Copy of the Benares Narrative; and, upon 
my opening that Box, I found a ſealed Letter, directed ro the Secret Committee of the Court of 
Directors. That Letter, as ſoon as I received it, and ſaw it, I immediately delivered to Sir 
Henry Fletcher. Why Mr. Haſtings choſe to incloſe that Letter to me, inſtead of ſending it to 
the Court of Directors, I really am not competent to give any Information upon, 


Q. The. Queſtion that was aſked you was, Whether you, in fact, made a Communication of 
all theſe Circumſtances to the Court of Directors, or to any of the Directors? 

A. I cannot directly recolle& what paſſed between Sir Henry Fletcher and me. Sir Henry Fletcher 
is in England, and may anſwer that Queſtion. Perhaps his Memory may be readier upon the Sub- 


ject than mine; but I think I told him that Letter came incloſed to me from Mr. Haſtings, and 


that, immediately upon my ſeeing it, I delivered it to him: It was at the India Houſe. 


Q. Has Mr. Haſtings ever given you any Reaſon why he choſe to communicate this Tranſaction 
through you, rather than in any other Manner ? | 

A. He certainly has not; but I beg to obſerve, that Mr. Haſtings publickly notified to the Court 
of Directors when I arrived in England, that he had appointed me his Agent. 


Q. Whether, as his Agent, you were not equally competent to have delivered an Account of 
the other Tranſactions, as the Account of this Tranſaction ? 7 
A. I think I underſtand the Queſtion; but I can perceive ſome Diſtinction. The Benares Nar- 
rative, and the Account of the other Tranſactions, came home through the Channel of the Board; 
and I think that may be a Reaſon why they were ſent in another Manner: But this was from Mr. 


Haſtings himſelf, 


Q. Do you know any Reaſon why Mr. Haſtings diverted the Communication reſpecting this 
Tranſaction to you from the Channel of the Board, to whom he was bound to communicate all 
Tranſactions ? | | 


A. 1 


„„ 


A. I really do not know; and my Meas of a Governor General differ ſo much from thoſe of the 
Hohourable Manager upon this Subject, that J do not conceive he was bound to communicate all 


Tranſactions to the Board, —I may be in an Error, but that is my Idea. | 
| . The Queſtion is, Did Mr. Haſtings ever give you any Reaſon for making this Difference ? 
; * Not de leaſt; I. believe I ſaid A before. | % 


Q Did you ever read the gore Orders of the Company to the Governor Generaland their Servants? 
A. I believe I have read all of them. Wh, | 


Q. Is it upon thoſe Orders you have formed your Idea of the Duty of a Governor General? 


The Houſe obſerved, that the Orders themſelves would prove whether the Opinion 

already given upon this Subject by the Witneſs was right or wrong. 
The Witneſs ſaid, RS TIDE. Fs F | 
A. I have not the leaſt Objection to anſwering any Queſtions, 


Q. Whether you conceive it to be a Part of the Duty of a Governor General to obey the Orders 
of the Court of Directors? | 2 | ee 


The Witneſs was aſked, whether he had any Objection to anſwering this Queſtion ? 


A. I have no Objection to anſwer it,—I conceive it to be the Duty of a Governor General to pre- 
| ſerve, to the Eaſt India Company and to Great Britain, the Empire that is committed to his 
Charge: And I do conceive it to be the bounden Duty of the Governor General to diſobey ſuch Or- 
ders of the Court of Directors, as he ſhall think tend to endanger the Safety of that Empire com- 
mitted to his Charge; bur I alſo conceive that the Governor General, ſo diſobeying the poſitive 
Orders of the 3 of Directors, makes himſelf peculiarly reſponſible to them, and to his Country, 
for all his Acts. | | | 


With reſpe& to your own Duty, Whether you conceive it to be the Duty of an Agent to 
ebe al 8 he receives from the Perſon who appoints him ? | 
A. Whether Mr. Haſtings was miſtaken or not, I will not preſume to ſay ; but he certainly did 
never give me any Thing could bear the Conſtruction of an Order, as the Honourable" Ma- 
nager puts it. | 
Q. The Queſtion is, if you have no Objection to anſwer it, as to your general Opinion? | 
A. Moſt undoubtedly, as applied to any ſealed Letter that ſhould be — to me to deliver to 
any Perſon whatever. | 8 


Q. Whether you ever did receive Communications from Mr. Haſtings, reſpecting Money taken 
— 3 by Mr. Haſtings, which you did not immediately make publick to the Court of 
Directors Ls” A Res 
A. I think I can underſtand the Point to which the Queſtion is intended to go, and will explain 
it, if your Lordſhips will give me Leave, in a few Words. Mr. Haſtings, in the Month of No- 
vember 1780, wrote a Letter to the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, I think, in which 
he told them, he had offered, in the preceding Month of June, the Sum of Two Lacks of Ru- 
pees, to defray the Expences of Major Camac's Detachment ; he told them that the Money, by 
whatever Means it came into his Poſſeſſion, was not his own; that he neither could, nor would, have 
received it, but for their Uſe. In anſwer to this Letter, the Court of Directors wrote to Mr. 
Haſtings, expreſſing ſome Surprize at the Communication, and withholding their Approbation 
of the Tranſaction, till they had further Information from him. In a private Letter, which Mr. 
Haſtings wrote to me very ſoon after th e Receipt of that from the Court of Directors, there was 
a Paſſage, which I read before the Committee of the Houſe of Commons: the Honourable Ma- 
nager I fee has the Book before him, and if he will have the Goodneſs to read it, ic will be more 
correct than my Memory. | eee | 
Q. Give, as near as your preſent Memory will go, an Account of that Tranſaftion?  _ 
A. As near as my Memory goes, the Words of Mr, Haſtings, writing to me, were, 
© You may recolle& the Two Lacks of Rupees which I received from Cheit Sing: The Court 
of Directors were angry,” (or ſomething to that Purpoſe, for really I am at a Loſs for the Re- 
mainder of the Words) “ that I did not inform them of more Particulars.” —I am not certain 
whether theſe are the Expreſſions :—But it is here, and I may give it in a more correct Way from 
the Paper. | | | Who | 
Q. Did you then give the very Words of the Letter, from the Letter, or from your own Memory? 
A. I believe the Clerk took it down from the Words of the Letter. 


Q. You ſtate Mr. Haſtings to have ſaid, «© You may recollect.“ When was the firſt Communi- 

cation made to you, upon the Subject of that Preſent, by Mr. Haſtings 3 2 

A. I can ſpeak poſitively, that Mr, Haſtings never did make any Communication to me upon 

the Subject of that Preſent; and Mr. Haſtings was miſtaken, when he ſaid, You may recollect;“, 

for I could not recollect what I never had * certainly had never heard it. | 
| 7 


The 


. 
The Managers for the Commons read the following Paſſage to the Witneſs, You 


may recolle& the Two Lacks of Rupees I received from Cheit Sing, to defray the Ex- 
pences of Major Camac's Detachment.” rot 9143) 07 ei U 


Then the Witneſs was aſked ; . ah of Kite G 55 | 
a Do you mean to ſay you never had any previous Communication of that Fact from Mr. 
A 


- 


27 bers | 25 
. I certainly do mean to ſay fo, fully and completely —and to add this, which Mr. Haſtings 
might not recollect at a ſucceeding Time, that on the 22d of June 1780, when this happened, I 
had left Calcutta; I had left Mr. Haſtings's Family, and was proceeding to take the Command of 
a Battalion of Sepoys at Chunargur; to which Command I had been appointed, by Sir Eyre Coote, 
a few Days before. | 9 { ds 


Q. Was this Communication made, whenever it was made, to you, in a private Letter? 
A. It was; and I ſhewed General Smith, who was Chairman of the Committee, the greateſt 
Part of the Letter, at the Time when I gave my Evidence. | 


Q. At the Time you received that private Letter, was it accompanied with any publick Com- 
munication of the Tranſaction which you vere to make to the Court of Directors? f 

A. At the Time I received that private Letter, Mr. Haſtings fent to the Company that Account 
of all the Preſents, including 19,50,000 Rupees. Both came by the ſame Diſpatch. 


Q. But did you receive any Account of it, for you to communicate to the Company 7 


A. None at all; Mr. Haſtings, I ſuppoſe, conceiving that he had ſent a full and ſufficient Ac- 
count. ä F : 271 


„ Queſtion that was put to you was, Whether you received privately, from Mr. Haſtings, 
any Account of that Tranſaction, which you ought to have ſent to the Court of Directors? 

A. None; but I believe my Anſwer will not be complete, except I refer again to the Report 
of that Committee. When I gave my Evidence there, I was particularly aſked, if Mr. Haſtings 
had told me from whom he received any of the ſeveral Sums compoſing that Nineteen Lacks and 
a Half? Not recollecting this Paſſage of my Letter, I think my immediate Anſwer was—No— 
But afterwards, recollecting this Paſſage in the Letter, and I rather think General Smith re- 
minded me of it; upon that I produced the Letter, and the Paſſage was entered, General Smith 
had ſeen that Part of the Letter before. . . 1 
BM. _ did you do, upon General Smith's "reminding you of it, he having ſeen this 

tter | | 2 ä 
A. I gave it immediately to the Committee — I had it with me at the Time. 


Q. I underſtood you had corrected ſome Account you had given to the Committee before? 

A. At this Time I was examined by the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, of which Com- 
mittee General Smith was Chairman. I was examined, Whether I knew from whom ſuch a Sum, 
ſuch a Sum, or ſuch a Sum, was received, all component Parts of that Account, which Mr. 
Haſtings ſent to the Court of Directors? Upon being aſked theſe ſeveral Queſtions, I ſaid, No; 
not recollefting thoſe particular Paſſages in the Letter. General Smith, to whom I had ſhewn it 
(and that certainly muſt have been a Proof that I wanted to keep no Secret), reminded me of the 
Paſſage, he fitting in the Chair of the Committee at the Time. I took the Letter out of my 
Pocket, and the Clerk inſerted the Paſſage from it. | 


Q By what Means came General Smith firſt to have a Knowledge of that Letter? 


*. I believe, from that Part of my Letter; but General Smith himſelf will beſt be able to tell 
t. 


Q. The Queſtion put to you is— How did that Letter firſt come to the Knowledge of General 
Smith: Upon what Occaſion did you ſnew it him? 85 | 

A. It happened at a Time, when the Afﬀeairs of the Company in India were in a very critical 
Situation: A Packet had arrived with a Number of Letters, and, amongſt the reſt, this from 
Mr. Haſtings. I thought it contained Information tending to inſpire us with Hopes, that we 
ſhould ger x better of all our Difficulties z; and, I believe, upon that Idea, I ſhewed the Letter, 
or the greateſt Part of it, to General Smith; and it contained News of the Operations of the War 
in the Carnatic, and the Meaſures in Bengal, | 


Q. Do you recollect, at what Time, before this Examination, you ſhewed that Letter to 
General Smith? * 


A. I believe not above a Day, or Two, before ; becauſe the General and 1 were in the Habit 


of meeting there almoſt every Day he, as Chairman, and I, as a Witneſs before that Com- 
mittee. | | | 


— 


— 


See Extract of this Account ſupra, Page 558, at the Bottom and ſee the whole Account in Appendix, 
N* XLVIIL | | N 


A. 6s). 


Q do you mean to ſey, you ſhewed the Whole of the Letter to General Smith? 
K. I certainly mean io ſay no ſuch Thing; for I rather think I did not. | 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, that General Smith had no previous Knowledge of this particular 
Tramſaction, reſpecting the Preſent from Cheit Sing, before you communicated it to him? | 
A. I mean to ſay,—my firm Belief is, he had not; becauſe, in the Eleventh Report, it is 
ſtated, that the Committee were perfectly unapprized of that, till I told them of it: I think 
that a good Reaſon for ſuppoſing they did not know it before, Url 4 
Q. Do you, or do you not, know, that you were the only Perſon, to whom Mr. Haſtings 
made this Communication, relative to the Preſents from Cheit Sing; and that, in Fact, there 
was no other Communication. 1 ae 408 | | 
A. I certainly know that there 'was another Communication of that Preſent. Mr. Haſtings 
wrote a Letter to Mr. Sullivan in the Month of Auguſt 1780; it was ſent by a Daniſh Ship; and, 
in that Letter, he ſtates to Mr. Sullivan, that he had received it from Cheit Sing, and authorized 
him to make any publick Uſe he pleaſes of the Communication. Mr. Haſtings afterwards com- 
municated to the Court of Directors, by the firſt Engliſh Ship, in November 1780, that he had 
received Two Lacks of Rupees; that the Money was not his own, and that he only would haye 
received it for their Uſe; but to them he did not ſtate that it was from Cheit Sing he received it; 
there was that Difference in the Communication. | 10885 | ; 


Q. You have ſaid, Mr. Haſtings communicated to Mr. Sullivan in a private Letter, that this 
| Preſent came from Cheit Sing, and the Intelligence was to be uſed, as he, Mr. Sullivan, pleaſed : 
Was there any ſimilar Paſſage in oo ia Letter of Mr. Haſtings to you, that gave you a Liberty 


to make what Uſe of it you plea | 
A. No—lIt was mentioned collaterally to me: I can ſpeak to that from Memory exactly. Mr. 
h is a Part, complained very loudly of the 


Haſtings in his Letter to me, of which that 8 6 
ill Uſage he had received from the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, in the Strictures they 
gf the Com- 


had paſſed upon him, and from the Court of Directors: And he ſtates this as amon 
plains, —that he thinks he has been very ill treated by them: it is mentioned merely by that Kind 
of Accident. I do not know whether I make myſelf underſtood ; but in ſtating a Variety of Par- 
ticulars, in which, he thought himſelf ill treated, he mentions as one, that having received Two 
| Lacks for their Bencfit, and appropriating it to their Service, ſuch Strictures ſhould be paſſed 
upon him. 2 | 
Q. When he communicated it to you in that Way, did he, or did he not, give you any Direc- 
2 make what publick or private Uſe of it you pleaſed? d aha 
A. None at all: but I had no Idea of making any Secret of it ; I had no Idea that a pecuniary 
Tranſaction of Mr, Haſtings could or ought to be a Matter of Secrecy. 


Q. Have you any Objection to the Production of the Letters? pF 
A. I have not the ſmalleſt Objection to produce them, faguge they contain Opinions and Ob- 
ſervations upon Men and upon Meaſures, in that Species of Communication that there was 
between Mr. Haſtings me, which, I believe, no Gentleman would wiſh to lay entirely 
before the Publick. 135 She 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That as the Witneſs ſpoke from imperfe& 
Recollection, and which Recollection ſeemed not to tally with his former Evidence, 
where he likewiſe ſpoke from Recollection of thoſe Letters in Queſtion, they could 
not but expreſs a Doubt of the Accuracy of ſuch Recollection, and a Wiſh therefore 
to ſee the Letter, | 


A. With reſpe& to the Production of the Letters I will ſtate the Fact, and the only Reaſon 
why I ſhould have any Doubt upon the Matter.—In the Month of __ 2 a Reſolution was 
moved in the Houſe of Commons for the Recall of Mr.. Haſtings from overnment of Bengal. 
This Reſolution was reſiſted in a Court of Proprietors, and that brought on a great Variety of 
Diſcuſſions, in which I certainly ſpoke my Opinion pretty plainly of ſeveral Gentlemen, and Mr. 
Haſtings ſpoke his as plainly in Return: And I wiſh to ſubmit, whether that is a Communication 
proper to be laid before the Houſe, being, as it is, intermixed with the Letter, 1 


The Houſe obſerved, that ſuch Parts of the Letter were certainly not the Object of 
the preſent Enquiry; but at all Events, it would be impoſſible to purſue the Exami- 
nation at this Time, as the Witneſs had not the Letter about him. kt | _” 

Then the Witneſs requeſted, that his former Examination, before the Committee of | 

the Houſe of Commons, might be read from the Minutes of the Committee, as far 
as related to the Subject at preſent under Conſideration, that it might appear whether 
there was any Difference between his Evidence there and that now given by him at ' 
the Bar; and that he might explain the ſame, if any ſhould be found, 5 AM | 

: 5 a ; | T - 


-.. 


( 386 ) 


The Managers for the commons being aſked, Whether chey had any ObjeQion ? 
made anſwer, That they had none. VC 

4 the Minute Book of the Committee was fent for; and, in the mean 
Time, the Examination of the Witneſs was proceeded in as follows, the Managers firſt 
aſſerting their Claim to call for the faid Letter in future, if they ſhould think proper. 


Q. Whether you did not, after theſe Two Franſactions relative to the To Preſents, receive 
other Communications from Mr. Haſtings in India, relative to other Preſcnts, and other Matters, 
of Money taken by Mr. Hatitings? | ; | ered ON. 

A. No; I never received from Mr, Haſtings any other Accounts than theſe relative to the 
19,60,000 Rupees, until the Month of September 1784, when Mr. Haſtings ſent me a Copy of 
an Account, which he had tranſmitted to the Court of Directors, ſtating a Sum of Money received 
by him, and the Mode of the Expenditure of that Sum of- Maney, | 


Q. The Queſtion put to you is, Whether the Communications you did receive from him were 
relative to any other Sums than thoſe you mentioned before? | | 

A. None, except the one I have mentioned laſt, which was not included in the Nineteen Lacks : 
That made me make the Diſtinction. | | 


Q Was you not made the Channel of Communication between Mr, Larkins in India and the 
Court of Directors, reſpecting Money taken by Mr. Haſtings ? | | | 

A. I was; and I will beg Leave to explain that Circumſtance alſo, by taking it up from the 
Time it originated. I think in the Month of March 1784, nearly about the Time of the Piſſo- 
lution of Parliament, a Letter was ſent from the Court of Directors to Mr, Haſtings, deſiring from 
him an Explanation of the ſeveral Sums that he had received: I think he was deſired to ſtate the 
Periods when each Sum was received, and his Reaſons for concealing that Receipt from his Council. 
This Letter arrived in Bengal, as I underſtood, in the Month of September 1784, when Mr. 
Haſtings was at Lucknow. Mr. Haſtings came down to Calcutta in November 1784, and re- 
ſigned the Government of Bengal the iſt February 1785, It happened, that he had not adverted 
to that particular Paragraph from the Court of Directors, before he left Bengal; and, upon his 
Arrival in England, I mentioned this Omiiſion to him: In Conſequence of that, he wrote a Letter 
from Cheltenham, to the Court of Directors, mentioning the Circumſtances, anſwering their Queſ- 
tions, and telling them, that, if they wanted a full and compleat Account of all the Tranſactions, 
he referred them to Mr. Larkins, who was acquainted with the Whole of them. I thought that 
the Court of Directors might be ſatisfied with the Explanation Mr. Haſtings had then given, and 
'that neither they, nor the Board of Commiſſioners, might think it worth their While to enquire any 
more about it, as they had received all the Money, and it had been expended upon the Company's 
Account. The Event has proved, that I thought right: But I took the Liberty to mention to 
Mr. Haſtings, (from believing, in my Conſcience, that he never was concerned in pecuniary 
Tranſaction that he would with to conceal) ; I took the r 8 mention to him, that he had 
better, himſelf, write to Mr. Larkins, and deſire he would ſend the Account to this Country, to the 
Chairman of the Court of Directors. In conſequence of that Letter, which Mr. Haſtings did write, 
Mr. Larkins ſent Mr. Haſtings a Letter, directed to the Chairman of the Court of Directors; con- 
taining the Account, a Part of which was juſt now read (a). Mr. Larkins aſſigned to Mr. Haſtings, 
as a Reaſon for ſending the Account under Cover to him, that, as neither he, nor the Governor 
General and Council, had received any Orders or Directions, from the Court of Directors, 
this Subject, he thought he could not, with Propriety, addreſs them directly; and therefore 
ſent the Letter to Mr. Haſtings, to deliver himſelf. Mr. Haſtings defired me, as I was going into 
the City that Day, to give it to Mr, Michie, the Chairman, tho? it was directed to Mr. Devaynes, 
-_ po hoon * — pms the preceding Year : That is the Reaſon of my delivering the Letter to 

r. Michie as I did. | 


Q. The Queſtion is, Whether there was any Communication that paſſed through you ? 
A. That was the only Communication. 5 2 | 


Q. But there was no Communication through you? 
A. None, except that. | 


Q. That was the laſt Account of this Preſent ſent over by Mr. Larkins ? 
A. Yes, dated the 18th Auguſt 1786, I think ; that is the Account which has juſt been read. 


Q. Tou have faid, that Mr. Haſtings had not adverted, in India, to that Paragraph of the 
Company's Letter which called for this Account: I deſire to aſk you upon that, whether you do 
not know, that Mr. Haſtings had promiſed this Account before- that Letter written to him by the 
Court of Directors arrived in India? is 

A. I certainly recolle&, in the Month of December 1782, Mr. Haſtings wrote to the Court of 
Directors, that if they wanted any farther Explanation, reſpecting the Sums he had received and 
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(e) Vide ſupra, Page 560. | 7 
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expended in their Service, he was ready to anſwer to any Queſtion that could be put to him, upon 
Honour, or upon 'Oath : That Letter arrived in this Country in July 1783; no Notice was 
taken of it until the Month of March 1794 ; and then the Court of Directors wrote to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, telling him, they did not mean to doubt his Integrity, but, as he had voluntarily offered to give 
them an Explanation, they aſked certain Queſtions. The Queſtions were, as I tated before; At 
. what Periods he had received the ſeveral Sums : What was his Reafon for concealing the Receipts 
from the Council, and taking Bonds for ſome of thoſe Sums, and entering others as Depoſits : I 
_ theſe were the Queſtions. . Mr, Haſtings, as he told me, had not adverted to that Para- 
graph. | 3 EY 

Q: The ſingle Queſtion put to you was, Whether Mr. Haſtings had not, anterior to that Let- 
ter which he received from the Court of Directors, promiſed to give them an Account: You ſaid, 
He did—and ſtated the Manner in which he did it!: | 
A. Jult 5. | DN IL F x 16755 
Q. Tou have faid, in your Anſwer to a 8 that you are certain it never was Mr. 
Haſtings's Intention to conceal any of theſe Tranſactions, reſpecting this Money taken: I beg a 
ſhort Paſſage may be read to the Witneſs from Mr. Haſtings's Letter from Cheltenham, which has 
been read To · day. j 7210 Wt 8. S 2 OD of 59 1 


Read, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to William Devaynes Eſquire, Chair- 
man of the Honourable Court of Directors, dated Cheltenham, 11th July 1785, be- 
fore delivered in. Os ALA | F: 
« Of this I ani cettain, that it was my Deſign originally to have concealed the Receipt of al 
the Sums, except the Second, even from the Knowledge of the Court-of Directors (a).?“ 


. Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : | 


Q Whether you have ſeen that Letter of Mr. Haſtings ? | * | 

A. I am glad to have an Opportunity of explaining what might otherwiſe have appeared very 
Extraordinary. When I ſtate © concealing,” I mean that Mr. Haſtings never intended to receive 
the. Money for his own Benefit; that he never meant to receive Fifty or an Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds, or even One Rupee, to the Benefit of himſelf, - 8 | | 


Q. In your Declaration that Mr. Haſtings never meant to conceal the Preſents he had received, 
did you mean to ſay, that he never meant to conceal the Fact of receiving them at any Time? 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſtate what Mr. Haſtings intended to do: Mr. Haſtings was at 


 - Cheltenham, and I at Tunbridge Wells, at the Time the Letter was written; ſo that I really did 


not-advert to that Paſſage, and cannot tell what Mr, Haſtings's Intentions were at all. 


Q. The Queſtion is not about what Mr. Haſtings's Intentions were, but the Senſe of the Ex- 
preſſion you made Ufe of, that you were confident Mr. Haſtings never meant to conceal the Re- 
ceipt of the Preſents: Upon your making Uſe of that Expreſſion, a Oe x of a Letter written 
by Mr. Haſtings from Cheltenham, was read to you; and then the Queſtion put ta you was, 
What you meant by that general Expreſſion, that he never meant to conceal Preſents? Do you 
mean to ſay, that he never meant to conceal the Receipt of Prefents from any Perſon, or at any 
Time? | 4 ES. | Bs 

A. I conceive Mr, Haſtings to have meant, that the Preſents recorded ſhould appear only in fo 
far as they appeared in the General Account, as a Sum of Money carried to the Company's Credit; 
but he never meant to give any particular Explanation, excepting in ſo far as they ſhould appear 
upon the Accounts. When he ſtates, that he meant to conceal the Receipts from the Knowledge 

the Court of Directors, I fancy he meant that the Tranſaction ſhould no farther appear than it 
would appear by the Court of Directors finding Five, Six, or whatever the Sum of Lacks of 
Rupees was, carried to their Credit in the ſeveral Accounts, | 


Q. When you ſaid yay was very confident Mr. Haſtings never meant to conceal the Preſents, 
did you mean Mr. Haſtings never meant to conceal them for any Time, or from any Perſon ? 

A.. What I meant was, that he did not intend ultimately to benefit himſelf ; and every Sum 
of Money received muſt appear; ſomehow or other, on the Company's Books. | 


Q. Mr. Haſtings, in his Letter from Cheltenham, ſays, „Of this I am certain, that it was 
my Deſign originally to have concealed the Receipt of all the Sums, except the Second, even 
from the Knowledge of the Court of Directors (5).“) Now, how were theſe Sums to appear 
upon the Company's Accounts (as you have ſtated they would), if the Knowledge of them was 
concealed from the Court of Directors? | 2 ; 5 „ 
A. I mean any particular Explanation. I certainly underſtood it ſo; but I think there is an- 
other Part of that ſame Letter which I think will explain it. 


. 
. 
. 
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The Letter proceeds thus: They had anſwered my Purpoſe of publick Utility, and I 
© had almoſt totally diſmiſſed them from my Remembrance; but when Fortune threw a Sum in 
* my Way, of a Magnitude which could not be concealed, and the peculiar Delicacy of my Situa- 
© tion, at the Time in which I received it, made me more circumſpect of Appearances, I choſe to 
« apprize my Employers of it (a).“ Whether you do not underſtand by this Paſſage, that Mr. Haſ- 
| tings would not have diſcloſed the Receipt of that Sum, if he could have concealed it: Take the 


Two Paſſages together ? 
The Letter was ſhewn to the Witneſs. 


; 0 Ta 

A. Mr. Haſtings, in another Part of this Letter, ſays, * I have ſaid, that the Three Firſt Sums 
of the Account were paid into the Company's Treaſury, without paſſing through my Hands; the 
Second of theſe? (that is, the Second of the Three Firſt Sums, Cheit Sing's) was forced into Notice 
by its Deſtination and Application to the Expence of a Detachment, which as formed and employ- 
ed againſt Mahdajee Scindia, under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Carnac, as I particu- 
© Jarly apprized the Court of Directors, in my Letter. of the 29th of December 1780. ' The 
© other Two were certainly not intended, when I received them, to be made . publick, though in- 
* tended for publick Service, and actually applied to it. The Exigencies of the Government 
© were at that Time my own, and every Preſſure upon it reſted with its full Weight upon my 
Mind. Wherever I could find allowable Means of relieving thoſe Wants, I eagerly ſeized 
them; but neither could it occur to me as neceſſary to ſtate, on our Proceedings, every little 
Aid which I could thus procure; nor do I know how I could have ſtated it, without appearing 
© to court favour, by an Oſtentation which I diſdained, nor without the Chance of, exciting the. 
< Jealouſy of my Colleagues, by the conſtructive Aſſertion of a ſeparate and unparticipated Merit, 
derived from the Influence of my Station, to which they might have laid an equal Claim (3). 
J conceive, that when Mr. Haſtings talks of concealing, he does not mean to conceal the Re- 
ceipt of the Money ; becauſe it muſt have appeared (except he had appropriated it to his own 
Uſe, which I am ſure he did not intend to do), either under the Head of Durbar Charges, or as 
a Depoſit, or Bonds: And I think Mr. Haſtings intended to have entered into no Sort of Expla- 
nation with the Court of Directors upon it, but, when he quitted the Service, merely. to have 
delivered up the Bonds, without any further Explanation. © Whether 1 am correct in what his 
Intention was, I cannot ſay ; but that is my Idea. J | 


Q. You have ſaid before, that you did not think he meant to conceal them; which you have 
explained by ſaying, he meant to apply them to the publick Service z which Application to 
the publick Service would diſcloſe them : The Queſtion now aſked is, Do you believe that he did 
not mean to conceal the Fact of the Receipt of the Preſents at the Time the Receipt was 


had ? 
A. At the Time the Receipt was had, certainly; but I did not underſtand the Queſtion ſo. 


Q. My Meaning was, * for ever.” I underſtand you to ſay, that could not have been his 
Intention, becauſe, though he might have concealed them at the Time, yet, meaning to apply 
them to publick Purpoſes, you think they muſt have appeared in the Durbar Charges, or under 
ſome other Head: do I underſtand you correctly? | 26. eG, | 2 

A. Yes. | 


Q. Then now explain the following Paſſage, in the Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Secret 
Committee 'of the Court of Directors, dated Fort William, 16th December 1782, where, 
ſpeaking of thoſe Sums, he ſays, I could have concealed them, had I had a wrong Motive, from 
« yours and the publick Eye for ever; and I know that the Difficulties to which a Spirit of 
* Injuſtice may ſubje&t me for my Candour and Avowal are greater than any poſſible laconve- 
“ nience that could have attended the Concealment, except the Difarisfation of my own Mind (c).“ 
— Whether that does or does not avow a Power to have concealed thoſe Sums for ever from the 
publick Eye, without any Poſſibility of their being diſcovered, and only under the Diſſatisfaction 
of his own Mind ? | 1 | | 

A. When Mr. Haſtings ſtates the Paſſage, © I could have concealed,” &c. he means, if I had 
intended to appropriate to my own Uſe this Sum of Money, I might have done it: I underſtand 
that to be the Senſe of this Paſſage, a | FI 


Q. Do you know what Interval there was between Mr. Haſtings's receiving the Preſent of 
100,000 l. from the Nabob at Chunar, and his firſt Confeſſion of it, under the Circumſtances 
ſtated by Mr. Haſtings, that it was of a Magnitude not to be concealed ? 3 

A. According to my Conception, Mr. Haſtings diſcloſed it to the Court of Directors by the 
firſt poſſible Opportunity: No Time was loſt, , 


Q. When was that ? | ; N N 
A. Bills were granted upon the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs for the Money, 10, 30, ooo current 
Rupees about the Middle of September 1781; it muſt have been about that Time, becauſe the 


5 
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Nabob came the-11th, and quitted Chunar, I believe, the 19th September: theſe Bills wete in 
part received in the Month of January, and the Whole was received in the Month of March. 
Before one Half of the Sum bad been received, Mr. Haſtings ſent to the Court of Directors an 

Account of all his Tranſactions at Benares, and reſpecting the Begums; and with that Account he 
alſo ſent the Particulars of this Preſent; that it had n made in Bills; that Part had been 
received ; that the Part received had been appropriated to the publick Service; and that the Re- 


mainder ſhould be appropriated in like Manner as faſt as he ſhould receive it: And according to 
my Idea, Mr. Haſtings did ſend home that by the earlieſt poſſible Opportunity. I believe I have 
already mentioned, that Mr. Haſtings' Letters were too late for the 3 he had conceived 
that the Swallow would have waited until his Diſpatches reached Calcutta, but Mr. Wheler and 


Mr. Macpherſon thought it right to diſpatch that Ship, without waiting till arrived and an- 
other Veſſel, the Nancy, was taken up, and 3 that Ship they came. n x 


. Do you not know that Mr. Haſtings t Number of Letters to Mr. Wheler and 
the Sancil at. Calcutta, during the * ban is receiving the Preſent, and the Time when 
he firſt diſcloſed it, in the Letter which paſſed through your Hands r 

A. I dare ſay he did; I have no doubt of it. 


Q. Do you not know it? 
A. I have no Doubt of it; it certainly muſt have been ſo. 


Q. Is this Preſent in any Way mentioned or alluded to in any one of thoſe Letters or Communi- 
cations to the Council ? 


A. No; nor do I remember it ever was mentioned to the Council till the Intelligence of 1 it was 
returned back again from England to Bengal. 


Vo you know whether, when the Communication of this Preſent was made to the Court of 


Do ors, Mr. Haſtings did not apply for the Whole of the Money to be given to him- 
[| 


A. In the Terms of the Queſtion, I do not think he did. I think he ſubmitted to the Court 
of Dire&ors, Whether, in Conſideration of his long Services, and having a ſmall Fortune, they 
would chooſe to adjudge the fir to him. The Court of Directors, who were perfectly com- 
petent to act as they pleaſed, choſe to adjudge the Depoſit to themſelves, 


Q. Do you or not underſtand that to have been aſking the Court of Directors for the Money? 


A. It certainly js to a Degree; it is an Application not exactly as ſtated in the Queſtion z but, 
to be ſure, it is ſomething very like aſking them for the Money. * 


Q. You call the Preſent, as Mr. Haſtings himſelf does, a a Depoſit. From Mr. Haſtings 5 Letter, 


did you not underſtand that the Money had not then been expended at the Date of the Letter 
from Mr. Haſtings ? 


A. Certainly not; I underſtand the Word Depoſit to mean, that i it ſhould be a Point unde- 
termined, whether the Property ſhould be Mr. Haſtings? 8, the Court of Directors, or whether, as 


the, Committee were of Opinion, it ſhould be taken in Liquidation of Part of the Nabob's 
c. 


The Queſtion is, Whether the Money was not at that Time in Part expended ? 
A. Certainly, it was received and expended for the Publick Service. 


Q. Whether the Preſent was not in Bills upon Gopaul Doſs ? 
A. It was in Bills, but they had been in Part realized before the 2oth of January 1782, 


Whether Mr. Haſtings does not ſtate that his — for accepting the Preſent was to an- 
ſwer his then preſſing Exigencies, and to pay the Arm 


A. The Letter will ſpeak for itſelf to that Point ; "7 a not think exactly as the Queſtion i 1s put 


that it does ſo ſtate. It ſtates he accepted it gladly, having no Fund at that Time, for the Pay- 
ment of his own and the Companies Exigencies. 


The Managers for the Commons deſired an Extract from a Letter to the Secret 
Committee of the Court of Directors, ſigned Warren Haſtings, and dated mon, 20th 
January 1782, delivered in Yeſterday, might ht be read (a). 

Read, the following Extract from the 


60 This Donation was not made in-Specie, but in Bills, which have "Wake in part only, and tar- 


dily realized, being drawn on the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs, whey was at the Time a Pri ner in. the 
Hands of Cheit Sing. ” 


Then the followin g Queſtion was put to the Witneſs. 


£ How could Mr. Haſtings have — that Profs, | ſo circumſtance, to the Payment of 
the rope at the Time he received it? 


(a) Vide 2 P. $44- 


4 


ht... —— 


"ls Undoubtedly 


(90). 


A. Undoubtedly I conceive he could: Gopaul Doſs was only the Firſt Partner in the Houſe ; 
the Confuſion occaſioned by the Inſurrection of Cheit Sing, had, in the Middle of September, be- 
un to ſubſide; and though (not ſpeaking to a Day), at the Moment Mr. Haſtings got the Bills 
could not turn them to Caſh undoubtedly, yet with Bills for R* 10,00,000 in his Hands, upon 
ſuch a Houſe as that of Gopaul Doſs, which I ſuppoſe, is worth near a Million Sterling, there 
was no doubt but in the Courſe of a ſhort Time a Part of theſe Bills might be received; and as [ 
believe the Troops in the Province of Benares were then Three and Four Months in Arrears, the 
Produce of theſe Bills, or of ſuch Parts as could be paid, might be very ſeaſonably employed to- 


wards our Preſervation in India. mk” | 
Whether the Houſe of Gopaul Doſs would not as readily have accepted the Security or 


Drafts of the Company or Governor General, as thoſe of the Nabob ? 


A. I think it is very likely they would: But I will put it upon what Place Mr. Haſtings could 
have given the Draft, At that Period, the Treaſury of Calcutta, as appears from the Minutes of 
Mr. Macpherſon, was empty ; and a very conſiderable Remittance had been made to the Coaſt of 
Coromandel, to Madraſs, where the Army was on the Point of mutinying and diſbanding ;z and, 
to complete the Remittance, Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherſon had been obliged to ſtretch the 
Company's Credit as far as it would go; and under thoſe Circumſtances, I think, Rs. 10,30,000, 
procured from any Man or Men, under any Circumſtances, was performing a very eſſential 

ublick Service, I believe the Company owed Gopaul Doſs 25 or 30 Lacks of Rupees at that 
Time, for Drafts he had given to General Goddard; they were conſiderably in his Debt at 


that Time I know. | 
Q. Whether he would have anſwered Drafts upon the Treaſury of Calcutta, if Mr. Haſtings 


had made them ? on | 
A. I believe, in Confidence he would ; that when the Company could pay they would. 


Q. Whether the Wants of the Troops of the Eaſt India Company would not have been equally 
well ſupplied, by receiving this Sum of Ten Lacks, in part Payment of the Nabob's Debt to the 
Company, as by receiving it as a Preſent to Mr. Haſtings ? . 

A. Moſt undoubtedly and obvioully, | 


The Managers for the Commons defired the Credentials from Mr. Haſtings to the 
Witneſs, appointing him his Agent, might be read to him. THIN, 

Read, Extract of a Letter to the Chairman of the Court of Directors, ſigned, 
Warren Haſtings ; and dated, Fort William, * 2 6, 1781; from Book 29, already 
delivered in; beginning at Page 272 of the ſaid Book. 


« To the Chairman of the Court of Directors. 


« Sir, 

« Having thought proper to appoint an Agent at home, for the Purpoſe of attending to my 
political Intereſts, and managing all my public Concerns, I take this Opportunity of acquainting 
you, that I have ſelected Major Scott for this Service, and have furniſhed him with ſuitable In- 
ſtructions; and as this Gentleman is poſſeſſed of every neceſſary Information relative to the State of 


this Government, he will be ready to communicate with you on all Matters wherein you may think 


it 17 to aſk his Opinion. | ; 
It is material to me to make one Obſervation—that, in my Inſtructions to Major Scott, I have 


particularly provided, that I will ſuffer no Perſon whatever to perform any Act in my Name, that 
ſhall be conſtrued to imply a Reſignation of my Authority; proteſting againſt the Exerciſe of ſo 
dangerous a Power, from its having been afſumed upon a former Occaſion, without being warranted 
by my Conſent, or by any previous Inſtructions that could bear the moſt diſtant Tendency to ſuch 


a Meaſure, 
« have the Honour to be, 
« Fort William, 1 
January 6th 1781. Your moſt obedient, and moſt humble Servant, 


Warren Haſtings.” 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 
Q. You ſay Mr. Haſtings had no Means of apprizing the Court of Directors, till January 1782, 


of the Receipt of the t from the Nabob: Did you receive any 12 over Land from 
— Haſtings, between the Middle of September 1781, and the Time of the Diſcloſure of this 
reſent ? | | 


A. Not a Line over Land, nor a Line by the Swallow, nor was a Line received from Mr. 
— by any Gentleman, by the Swallow, nor by the Veſſel which ſailed from Madras, the 

ympn. f | 

Q I underſtand you to ſay, neither over Land, nor by the Swallow ? 


„ * 
- 
#7 


Yes. 
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The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next prove that Two Ships did 
fail, by which Mr. Haſtings might have ſent this Intelligence; the Nymph Sloop in 

October +781, and arrived in May 1782 ; and the Swallow, whoſe Diſpatches are dated 
the zd December 1781, and which arrived the zd June 1782. The Swallow was in- 
- tended to carry Mr. Haſtings's Diſpatches, but the failed before Mr. Haſtings arrived 
at Calcutta. | | | = | 

Q. Do you know any Thing about the Nymph failing ? 

* Yes, perfedtly well. 5 | I In 

Q Did you receive any Letter by the Nymph ? 2 9550 | 

A. I did not receive a Line either from Mr. Haſtings or any Body elſe; I believe there were not 


leſs than 50,000 Cavalry in the Carnatic at the Time the Nymph failed; and the Chances were 
Three, Four, or Five to One againſt a Letter reaching us by Land. | | 


Then Mr. Robert Hudſon was again called in, and, in the Preſence of the Witneſs, 
was aſked; . Spots | 
Q. When did the Nymph ſail, and when did the arrive? 


A. Her Diſpatches are dated, Fort William, the 16th October 1781; they were received at the 
India Houſe the 16th May 1782. | | | 


Major Scott. The Nymph, to my certain Koowledge, was diſpatched from Madras. 

Q. Was the Nymph in Point of Fad originally diſpatched from Madras? . 
W. Hudfor. The firſt Paragraph, of this » by che Nymph, will, I believe, clear it up. 
Read, Extract of a General Letter from the Secret Department to the Court of 


Directors, ſigned Edward Wheler and john Macpherſon, dated Fort William, 16th 
October 1981, from Book ag, already delivered in. 


Par. 1. We avail ourſelves of the Departure of His Majeſty's Sloop the Nymph for the 
Cnaſt, to addreſs you this Letter; and we have requeſted Sir Edward Hughes to formard. it by the 


firſt proper Conveyance.“ 


Q. How does that clear it up? I take it, by that Paſſage, the Ship was originally diſpatched 
from Bengal to Madras, and that Sir Edward Hughes received Directions to forward it? hay 6c 

A. It went to Madras for the Chance of the Firſt Diſpatch Sir Edward Finghes ſhould ſend to 
England; and he did in fact ſend, about taking Trincomale, or ſome other of his O 
UOons. = . 


The above Paſſage was again read. 
Q. When did the Swallow arrive? 


A. Mr. Hudſon. Her Diſpatches were received at the India Houſe the 3d June 17823 they are dated 
the 2gth December 178 13 but when ſhe ſailed from Bengal I do not Know; I believe in January. 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, That the Minutes 
were come, if the Witneſs wiſhed to have them rea. | 

Then. a Book, intituled, Minutes of the Eaſt India Judicature Committee 1782-3, 
Ne 3,” was delivered in. | . 


Read, the following Extract, beginning at Page 19 of the ſaid Bock. 


| „ Martts, 1 Tubi 1783. | f 
At the Eaſt India Judicature Committee 
General Smith in the Chair. 


| « Preſent, _. l 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Elves. 
Mr. Anneſley, | 


Major Scott, attending according to Order, was aſked : 


« Have you received any Elucidation from Mr. Haſtings concerning: the Sums of Money 
which he ſays, in his. Letter of 22d May 1782, he has credited the Company? 

« have a Letter from Mr. Haſtings, in which he mentions that he has ſent 'a Letter to. the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, mentioning the Sums which he had received and paid 
into their Treaſury, and deſiring me, provided ek be miſrepreſented to the Faun, 8 

pl ; * | 8 publi 


* 


„ 1 5 
publiſh the Letters. Mr. Haſtings did not ſend me a Copy of the Letters, but he ſaid he ſup- 
poſed I ſhould get them at the India Houle, | MG OE, 
Has he told you from whom he received the Three Lacks of Sicca Rupees, for which he ap- 
plied for the Company's Bonds, in his Letter of the gth of January 1781? s 
Whether you, as Agent to Mr. Haſtings, have any Explanation to give relative to the Man- 
ner of Acquiſition of theſe Three Lacks of Rupees, or any Circumſtance concerning that Matter? 
« No; I have not. Ways | n 
« Have you any Explanation to give to the Committee relative to the 2,38,715 Rupees, which 
the Governor General paid in Gold into the Company's Depoſit in November 1780, and which 
was carried to his Credit? x age F 


« No; I have not. | RALLY. 1 f 

« Do you know any Thing of the Receipt of this Money, or from whom it was received? 

* No; I do not. x7 | 1 pooeles ME <Fgt | 

% Do you know from whom Mr. Haſtings received Money on Account of Durbar Charges, 
for which he was credited on the 30th April 1781; for 2,32,000 Rupees? Wo 

No. | | . | 

« Do you know any Thing of a further Sum of 58,000 Rupees, entered under the Name of 
os Charges, and carried to the ſame Credit in April 1782 ? | | yak 

« No. | | 

<« Have you ever ſhewn any Letters ſince the Receipt of the laſt Advices 


explaining the Re- 
ceipt of thoſe Sums, and from whom received ? 2880 8 
% No. I had a long Letter from Mr. Haſtings, which I have ſhewn to ſeveral Gentlemen ; 


but there is no Mention of the Receipt of any of thoſe Sums in it. I have ſhewn the Copies 
of = Governor General's Letters to Secret Committee, which I obtained from the India 
Houſe, | | | 4 | | | 
% Have you received from the Governor General, or any official Perſon acting under his Or- 
ders, any other Elucidation upon this Subject? | 1 
No; I have not. Io | n 
„ Have you got from Mr. Haſtings any Explanation of the Preſent of 10, 30, 275 Rupees, 
which is mentioned in the Governor General's Letters to the Secret Committee, of 2oth January 
1782? | : i IN BEA 
Nothing but a Copy of that Letter which I received by the Nancy from the Governor Ge- 
neral. ä | we 1 
“ Did you not receive an original Letter from the Governor General to the Secret Committee, 
requeſting their Permiſſion to accept theſe 10 Lacks ? 
« Yes, and delivered it to Sir Henry Fletcher. | 18 te” 3 
« Whether, when the Governor General ſent ſo important a Letter, and which was not en- 
tered upon the Minutes of the Council in India, he ſent you any Explanation concerning it, or 
any Inſtructions relative to it ? | 1 
J had no Inſtructions but only to deliver it, which I did immediately. 


«. Whether, after the Delivery of that Packet, you found any Thug any Letter from Mr. 
Haſtings, inſtructing you how to proceed on the Delivery of thoſe Letters, or to act in any 
Circumſtance concerning them ? 35, | D590 

No diſcretional Power of any Kind, but to deliver them immediately. 

« Whether Mr. Haſtings aſſigned any Reaſon for ſending his Letter of the 2oth of January 
1782, to the Secret Committee, through you, inſtead of ſending it in the Packet, directed in the 
uſual Manner ? F327 * . | 

4 No, he did not; the Letter is dated from Patna, | | 

« Would the Governor General being at Patna make any Difference as to the Letter, whe- 
ther it was tranſmitted through the Court General, or immediately through you ? 

No; I do not think it would. | 


: * Dem the Receipt of this Preſent of Ten Lacks of Rupees appear upon the Conſultations in 
ndia | 

„Not that I know of, not having peruſed the Conſultations. 

Have you received any Letter from the Governor General, in which Mention is made 


of any Preſent received by him from Cheyt Sing, late Rajah of Benares ? 
There is a Paragraph in a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to me, dated 5th December 1782, in 


which he mentions having received Two Lacks of Rupees from Cheyt Sing, which is as fol- 


lows: 
Lou 


e 


© You may recolle& Two_Lacks of Rupees that I tecelved from C t Sin ii was ap) 
| © plied to defray the Charges of Major Carnac's Detachment. The Court os Director expreſſed 


« Diſapprobation of this, and charged me with a Neglect for not telling them from whom I ob- 


* rained the Money. 


«© Does Mr. Haſtings aſſign his Reaſons for hot mentionin; to the Court of Directors, or the 


* No. 


At what Time did the Gdvernor General dee theſe Two 8 Rupees fre FIT ID 
Sing, Rajah of Benares ? TOY upees from Cheyt 


4 I really do not know, but I ſhould ſuppoſe it to be previous to the 26th of June 1780, be- 


Secret Committee, his having received that Sum of Money from the Rajah of Benares ? 


cauſe the Court of Directors appear to have cenſured Mr. Haſtings for not having told them from 
whom he received the Two Lacks of Rupees, which he had offered to pay for the extra Expences 


of Colonel Carnac's Detachment. . 
« As Mr. Haſtings was ſenſible that he lai 


you that which he had perſevered in f, in not communicating, it to the Court of Directors, 


al 
called upon by them for that Information? though Þ Sic in Orig. 


He has not given any Reaſon to me; but 1 think he tells the Court of Directors, that he is 
ready to anſwer any Queſtion that can be put to him, either upon Honour or upon Oath, 


Did not the Court of Directors aſk of the Governor General this ueſtion? 
I do not know; I never ſaw the Paragraph that they ſent out. "I ba | 


« Did Mr. Haſtings pay the 2 Lacks of Rupees which he received from the Rajah of Benares 
into the Company's Treaſury ? 494 
I do hot know. | | 

« Does it appear any where on the Company's Records, that he had received this Preſent from the 
Rajah of Benares? | | 

« Not that I know of; I believe not. 5 


* Has he told you that chis was the only Sum of Money that he had received from the Rajah of 
* as a Preſent at that or any other Time Fees 
« No. 


40 Whether Mr. — 1 has informed you what his Reaſons Hh at the Time of his offeri 
to defray the Expences of Lieutenant Colonel Carnac's Detachment from the Preſent which he h 


mo from the Rajah of Benares, to ſtate in his Minute that he would take that Expence upon 
mſelf. 


Ne 1 


o 


Do you conceive that the Rajah of Benares would have refuſed Aid to the Company, and yet 


give it as a Preſent to the Governor General? | 


<< Yes, I think he would: he might be induced perhaps to ſuppoſe chat Mr. Haſtings, from a 
pecuniaty Conſideration to himſclf, might relax in his Demands for the Company, though I have 
not the ſmalleſt Reaſon to believe that Mr. Haſtings ever gave him Cauſe to ſuppoſe it. | 


Do you conceive that if the Governor General had deſired heit Sing to lend the Compan 


2 Lacks - Rupees, or even a much larger Sum, upon their Bond, that he would have denied ſuc 
4 R ue ? 5 3 | 


I think he would have evadld it, by pleading his Poverty. | 


« Do you think that the Company's Influence over him was ſo little, or their Credit ſo bad, that 


he would have hazarded the Diſpleaſure of tie Court General rather than lend them Money upon a 

Security for Repayment? * F 0 | | 
« Yes, I think he would; and becauſe I have heard Lievtenant Colonel Upton, and man 

other Officers, complain of the Diſaffection of Cheyt Sing's People, and his own Unwillin 

ro oblige the Company. | | | . n 


« If Poverty was to be pleaded as an Excuſe, might not that have been pleaded with more 
Propriety when a Preſent was to be made to the Governor General, than when a Loan was to be 
made to the Company which was to be repaid ? | - bt 

« Yes, it might; but I look upon the Preſent to have been voluntary on the Part of C 


Sing. I think, if Mr. Haſtings had aſked Cheyt Sing to give him Two Lacks of Ru 
would have pleaded Poverty. ob | Pees, 


- 


Do you conſider the Preſent made by Cheyt Sing to the Governor General WES" to TORSO] - 


to the Company ? 


«. | conſider it as made to the. Governor General; but I think it became the Property of the 
Company the Moment he received it, ö en Fat 


« If 


d under the Diſpleaſure of the Court of Directors, for * Sic in Orig. 
not telling them for + whom he received that Money, what Reaſon did he give for communicating © + Sic 5 — 


( 994 )- | 
e If this Money ſo given to the Governor General became the Property of the Company, wh 
did Mr. Haſtings demand Five Lacks more for the Uſe of the Company as an — 410 


for that Year from the Rajah ? 


It did not appear to Cheyt Sing that it was to be the Property of the Company: I think 
it was the Preſſure of the Company's Affairs that made him accept thoſe Two Lacks of Rupees, 


and enforce the Payment of the Five Lacks during the War. 


« Do you conceive that any Power in India, over whom the Britiſh Influence extends, would 
rather give Two Lacks of Rupees to the Firſt Officer of the Government there, than lend tha 


Sum to the Company upon their Bond ? | | 
« I think they would ſuch are the Prejudices of the People, © 


« Major Scott withdraws. 
& Adjourned till To-morrow.“ — 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : | 


Q. Is there any Explanation. that you wiſh to give, 7 5 the Suggeſtion of the Difference, be- 
tween the Evidence you have now given at the Bar, and the Evidence you gave before? | 

A. I really do not conceive that there is any Obſeryation I can make, except this; that I had 
ſhewn the Paragraph of that Letter to General Smith : as the Sums were not-particularly diſcrimi- 
nated, when they were mentioned to me on the firſt Part of my Examination before the Select 
Committee, I was aſked, Did I know of whom ſuch a Sum, and ſuch a Sum, was received: Lan- 
ſwered, No; but recollecting that Circumſtance of my Letter, I laid it before the Committee at 
large, as before I had ſhewn it to General Smith; for the Way by which the Committee came to 
know that there was a Word about a Preſent from Cheit Sing was from myſelf; I never had a 
Wiſh to conceal any Thing about the Preſents ; I truſt the Matter very ſufficiently explains itſelf. 


The Managers for the Commons were aſked, whether there was any Queſtion they 
wiſhed to put to the Witneſs, by way of explaining it further. # 54-4 


The Managers for.the Commons did not put any further Queſtion, 


Then the Witneſs acquainted the Houſe, that, upon the Evidence taken the Firſt 
Day he was examined at the Bar of the Houſe, there was a ſlight Inaccuracy, which - 
he begged Leave to correct; and which he had mentioned to the Clerk upon firſt 
ſeeing it. ü | | | | 

Then the Witneſs proceeded as follows : 


A Queſtion was put to me, What other Perſon, to your Knowledge, had ſeen the Paper called, 
% The Defence, before its being read in the Houſe of Commons?“ The Anſwer taken down is 
this: I really cannot ſtate any Gentleman, to my Knowledge, who has ſeen: the Whole; but:I 
can ſtate thoſe who have written Parts of it (a).“ Then I was deſired to name any Perſons, 'and, 
among the reſt, I mentioned Mr. Markham.—From the Manner in which it is taken down, it 
might be ſuppoſed Mr. Markham wrote Part of the Defence; that is not the Fact; what I meant 
— {tate was, that Mr. Markham ſaw a Part of it before it was preſented at the Bar of the Houſe 
of Commons. | | | 


The Counſel for the Defendant defired Two Paragraphs of a General Letter to the 
Court of Directors, ſigned Edward Wheler and John M*#Pherfon, dated, Fort 
William, 19th October 1781, and indorſed, Rei p' Nymph Sloop of War, 16th May 
2782,” might be read. 355. | WT | FM 
Read, the following Extract from Book 29, already delivered in. 


Par. 4. We have likewiſe availed ourſelves of the Return of the Nymph to Fort St. George, to 
diſpatch a further Supply of Five Lacks of Rupees in Specie, to relieve the preſſing Exigencies of 
that Preſidency. | N 6 | ' | 

5. * We ſtill detain the Swallow, in Hopes of being able to ſend you full and ſatisfactory I- 
formation by her of the Meaſures concluded by the Governor General, and ſhall loſe no Time in 

diſpatching her, as ſoon-as we ſhall be poſſeſſed of theſe Materials, which we expect daily.” 

Q. (by a Lord.) I wiſh to give the Witneſs an Opportunity of explaining one Part of his Eyi- 
dence reſpecting the Nymph.—-Have you any Reaſon to ſuppoſe the Diſpatches which have been 
99d me ngen tnte, in ſtating the Nymph to have failed from Bengal to Madras, on the 19th of 

ober 1781? e 


e — f — wi | nns ney 
(a) Vide ſupra, Page 374. Fs 
| 5 | A. No. 


(578 5 


A. No. I conceive the Fat to be 1 that the Nymph was ſent from Madt4s to Benga al wich | 
1 earneſtly preſſing the Government of Bengal to end Supplies of Caſh, of which 855 were 
very much in want: That Mr. Wheler and Mr. Macpherſon took the Opportunity of the WT 
of chat Ship with Money to ſend a Letter to the Court of Directors, under the Idea that Sir Ed- 
ward Hughes would find it neceſſary to diſpatch a Veſſel to Government, with Advice of the Ope- 
rations of the War.—That Sir Edward Hughes, ſome Time after the Receipt of that Letter, did 
think proper to diſpatch this very Ship the Nymph, which was not ſuppoſed, at the Time ſhe left 
— to be bound for Europe.— He diſpatched thus very Ship with the Account of the taking of 
Trinicomale.—I conceive that to be the F at, 


Read, a further Extract of the General Letter to the Court of Dis, ſigned, 
Edward Wheler and John e and dated, Fort n W 19th 1781 
above produced and delivered in (a). 2 | 


* Fort William; Oktober 16th 1761. ; 
&. a Sirs, 


Par. 1. We avail ourſelves of the Departure of His Majeſty's Sloop, the Nymph, for the 
Coaſt, to addreſs to you this Letter; and we have requeſted Sir Edward Hughes to forward it by 
the firſt proper Conveyancde. 

Par. 2. In a ſhort Time we 41 or to diſpatch the Swallow Packet dire& for England; by 
her we ſhall have the Honour of .communicating to you the fulleſt Information 4 7 oo your 
Affairs. We Hope we are not too pi anal in expecting to _ tranſmit you then, very ſatisfact 
Advices, and ſuch as may effeAually relieve you from the Anxiety W created, * the Ac- 
counts which you muſt have lately received from this Country.“ 


Q. ( Lord). Was the Letter of January 1782, that was put w"__ Box addreſſed to you, 
the ſingle Inſtance of a Communication of Mr. Haſtings, throug you, io the Secret Committee 7 
A. I am not quite certain, but I think it was the only one. I do not ſpeak poſitively, 


* * Haſtings in any general Habit of rranſinitring Letters to the Secret Committee, 
through you? 

A. Mr. Haſtings tranſmitted Letters through ab; to the King's Miniſters, when he wrote to 
them but I think that i is the only one, through me, to the Secret Committee. 


. (by a Lord.) In Explanation of that Part of your former Evidence at the Bar of this 
Hon e, where you ſay, I really cannot ſtate any Geatleman, to my Knowledge, who has ſeen 
the Whole, but I can ſtate thoſe who have written Parts of it;“ I underſtand you now to in; that 
N written, is a Miſtake ; and you mean wo ſoy, Were Per  & ; aw 
A. As applied to Mr. Markham only.” © | 


21 Did Mr. Middleton write any Part of that Defence ? 


A. No; Mr. Middleton wrote no Part of it: But he furniſhed me wich Minutes and. Ob- 
{ervations, which I afterwards drew up, and put into Form. v4 


Q. Whether this Paſſage is a Part of the Defence written by Mr. Halhed, as ĩt doo when it 
was Carried by you to Mr. Haſtings, and read to him—Speaking of Cheit Sing, he ſays, Whether 
or not I perſonally forgave him, is © of no Conſequence : I never ſought to puniſh him, but on pub- 
lick Grounds ;- and, had he faithfully diſcharged his Duty to the Company, he would never have 
heard a Syllable of my Reſentment ();“ was this Paſſage read by you to Mr. Haſtings when you 
carried him the Copy of that Defence, to know whether he approved of it, or not? | 

A. If that Paſſage is not one of thoſe Paſſages in Mr. Halhed's Hand-writing—(I have not the 
Defence before me now) —it certainly was 3 if it is a Part that 1 is in his ITE it Was not. 


—_ 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 1 Peters n taaþ 


The Managers for the Commons tated, they ſhould next cel to trace this 
Preſent through Gopaul Doſs to the Time the Begums were plundered, and ſhew that 
Gopaul Doſs was particularly recommended by Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Middleton. 

Then Mr. Robert Hudſon being again called, produced a Book marked Ci and 

- intituled, © Letters from the-Board—1775 to 1782.” 


Read, a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Middleton, dated 83 22d Decem- 
ber 1781, from the ſaid Book. a 


Mr. Nath! Middlevn, Reſident « at the Court of his Excellency the Vizier, Lucknow. 1 
„ Sir, | 


The Services rendered to the Com pany Tet Houſe of Gopaul Doſs * Hurry Kiſſen Doſs, 0 e in Orig, 
in their ſeveral Remittances of Caſh — the eſt E India, and whereſoever elſe they have had 


(a) Vide ſu Page 571. | (6 Yitw open, 25, Line 1 \ iy 
2 pra, Page 57 OS ) Page 8 


. 
| 
f . 
[ 
e 
| 4 
| 
| 
f 
[ 


( 576 ) 
Occaſion to ſend Supplies of Money to their Troops; the PunQuality with which the Bills have 


been always honoured and paid, and the large and extenſive Credit which this Houſe poſſeſſes 
wherever it has any Dealings, are the ſtrongeſt Reaſons for my wiſhing to give it every Encou- 


* Sic in Orig. ragement within the Power of our Government; and I delire that, in“ any Remittances. which 


you may ever have to make on the Company's Account by Bills of Exchange, either to Calcutta 

„or to the Stations of the Army, may be taken from it, whenever offered, if the Rate of them be 
as moderate and equitable as that of thoſe obtainable from any other Perſon. Gopaul Doſs has 

a Gomaſtah reſiding at Lucknow, og ONS ic | 


co I am, | ; l 
| 3 
« Benares, Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
« 224 December 1781, | (Signed) Warren Haſtings.” 


Then the Witneſs produced a Book marked B, intituled, © Letters to the Board, 
from 1777 to 1782.” . + | 

Read, a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, dated Fayzabad, 15th Ja- 
nuary 1782, from the ſaid Book. | 75 e ee 
« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 


« Sir," * | 

J was duly honoured with your Commands of the 12th and 22d December laſt; the former 
reſpecting a Seizure which had been made by Khoja Bahar Ally Cawn of ſome Cloths manufac- 
tured at Tanda on Account of Gualdaſs and Bolanaut, Merchants of Benares, under Pretext of 
their being the Property of Ram Laulla, who he had confined on a Charge of Debt; and the 
latter recommending Gopaul Daſs, in particular Terms, for his Services to our Government, and 
the Punctuality with which he has acquitted himſelf of all his Engagements and Tranſactions with 
it. To this, Sir, be aſſured I ſhall pay the moſt attentive Regard, and always give his Houſe 
that Preference to which it has ſo juſt a Claim, in all Remittances or Money Tranſactions which 
may paſs through my Office. | rh | 

« Immediately on my Arrival at Fayzabad, I made a ſtrict Inquiry into the Complaint of the 
above mentioned Seizure, and finding, from a Variety of Evidence, the Fact preciſely as it had 
been ſtated to you, I cauſed the Cloths to be releaſed and delivered over to the Gomaſtah of Gual 
Daſs and Bolanaut, who attended here for that Purpoſe, * 

« Ir having alſo been intimated to me that Ram Lavlla, a Shroff and Relation of Gopaul Daſs, 
had been impriſoned by Bahar Ally Cawn, on Pretences equally vague and unjuſt, which I had 
Reaſon to believe was the Caſe, from my having failed in my Endeavours to procure his Enlarge- 
ment near a Twelvemonth ago, although ſolicited on an Offer of the Security of Gopaul Daſs and 
my own, if deſired, for the Payment of whatever Sum ſhould appear due from him on an Adjuſt- 
ment of their Accounts: I determined alſo to take this Opportunity of inquiring into that Matter, 
and procuring the Man Juſtice ; for which 1 = I applied to Bahar Ally Cawn to ſend him to 
me, and repeated the Offer of Security which I had before made; he however thought proper to 
decline or rather evade Compliance with my Demand; and to teſtify his Reſentment at the Appli- 
cation made for my Interference, he inſtantly doubled the Guard on his Priſoner, diſpatched an 
Eſcort to bring his Family from Tanda, and by every Means in his Power encreaſed the Rigour 
his Confinemeat. In this Situation he remained until the Day after the Seizure of Bahar and Jowar 
Ally Cawn, when he* was brought to me by my own People loaded with Irons, which I had im- 
mediately taken off, and ſetting him at large, have deſired him to deliver me a Statement of his 
Account with Bahar Ally Cawn, which I ſhall take Care to ſee equitably adjuſted. | 

« Fayzabad, I have the Honour to be with, &c. &c. &c. 
the 15th January 1782. (Signed) Nath. Middleton,” 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middle- 
ton to Mr. Haſtings, dated Lucknow, 21ſt Feb. 1782. 


3 « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 
on ir, 3” Tea | 
It appearing by a Letter received from your Accomptant General, dated 23d Auguſt 1781, 
that the Nabob's Debt to the Honourable Company, agreeable to his Statement, exceeds the 
Amount at which it ſtands in my Office, owing to Entries made in the Account at the Preſidency, 
never before communicated to this Station; f have deemed it expedient, although unauthorized 
by the Sanction of your Orders, to avail myſelf of Aſſets nearly equal to that Exceſs, and ſhall re- 
tain them while the Accounts through the Examination of the Nabob's Officers, for which 
Purpoſe they have been delivered to them; and as ſoon as they have finiſned and given me their 
Report upon them, which they aſſure me ſhall be in a very few Days, I ſhall do myſelf the Honour 
to lay it before you, in order to obtain your final Inſtructions for the Liquidation. 
L have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, 


« Lucknow, Sir, your's, &c, | 
the 21ſt Feb. 1782, (Signed) Nath, Middleton.” 
\ ; ' 7 | 


1 6 1 
Then the Witneſs produced a Book, marked E, intituled, . Miſcellaneous Letters, 
Read, the fallowing Letter from Mr. Middleton to Major Palmer, dated Lucknow, 
29th October 1781, from the ſame Book. 3 Be 1 TOONS, 7 
44 To Major William Palmer, Military Secretary tq the Honourable the Governor General. | 
] have received the Honour of your Letter of the 24th inſtant, ſignifying to me the Governor 
General's Commands, that I ſhould order Eſcorts for ſuch Treaſure; as the Gomaſtah of Gopaul 
Doſs may have to tranſport from Lucknow to Benares, from Time to Time, for the publick Service z 
which you will be pleaſed to aſſure the Governor, ſhall be punctually obeyed. 
| Lucknow, | I am, Sir, 


the 29th October, 1781, Your moſt obedient, humble Servant (a). 
The Witneſs produced Book 85, intituled, . Bengal Secret Council, 3d February 
to iſt April 1783.“ AAR? 3 . | 
Read, Extract of a Letter to Mr. Haſtings, ſigned Nath. Middleton, and dated 


- * 


23 October 1282, from the Appendix to a Conſultation of the 3d March 1783, 


beginning at Page 356 of the ſame Bock. 


n « At a Council; Preſent. 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident ; 
| Lietenant General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief; 
Edward Wheler | 
. John Macpherſon Eſquires. 
5 Iuohn Stables 


Extract from Mr. Middleton's Letter, dated 23d October 1762. 1 
« I muſt Leave to refer you to my Correſpondence with the Honourable the Governor 


« Fort William, 3d March 1783. 


General, for a full Account of the Origin and Nature of my Tranſactions with the ma at 


Fayzabad; and the Letters which have paſſed between me and the Officers who have ſeverally 
commanded there, will ſhew you the Progreſs and preſent State of that Buſineſs. The Balance 
due from the Bow Begum, upon her Agreement, made in January laſt, after allowing her Credit 
for the trifling Articles lately ſent here by Major Gilpin, will be about Five Lacks, which I 
apprehend may be realized, if you deem it expedient to continue the Reſtraints which have been 
impoſed for that Purpoſe : She had, indeed, given Major Gilpin the moſt ſatisfactory Afſurances 
of an immediate Liquidation of this long depending Account, in which, I believe, was ſin- 
cere; but, probably, from an Expectation of a Change of Meaſures, upon my Removal, ſhe has 
lately retracted thoſe Aſſurances, and now declares her Determination to make no further Payments 
whatever, but upon the Certainty of her Jaghires being reſtored to her; which I could give her no 


Hopes of, as the Propriety of its Reſumption has been ſanctified by the Approbation of the Ho- 


nourable the Governor General; who further expreſsly enjoins me, in his Inſtructions of the 27th 
January, to exert my Influence with the Na to prevent the Concluſion of any final Settle- 
ment between him and the Begums, until I ſhould be furniſhed with Inſtructions from him or the 
Board on that Head. Not having, ſince the above Date, received any Directions from the 
Board, or the Governor General, relative to the Begums, I know not what may be their Wiſhes 
in regard to them; but I thought it, at all Events, my Duty, conformably to the Spirit of the 
Orders I had received, to retain Poſſeſſion of the Killa at Fayzabad, and the Perſons of the Bow 
Begum's Two principal Eunuchs, until the Sum ſhe had ſtipulated to pay was fully liquidated, 
or the Honourable Board ſhould notify. their further Pleaſure: And in this State, Sir, I commit 


the Buſineſs to your future Directions, expreſſing my ſincere Wiſh, that you may find Means to 


effect the Recovery of this Balance; which, among other Balances, originally conſtituted a Part of 
the Securities made over to Gopaul Doſs, for the Repayment of his Advance to the Vizier for 


the Company's Uſe, and ſhould, I apprehend, 1 be realized for Almaſs Ally Cawn, Wo 
tho 


has employed his own Credit upon the Faith 
Gopaul Doſs's Debt.“ 


Then the Managers for the Commons informed the Houſe, That the Evidence about 
to be produced related to the Treaty of Chunar, and requeſted the Houſe would recol- 
lect, that in the Anſwer put in by Mr. Haſtings at the Bar, he ſtates, in Contra- 
_ diction to all his former Statements upon that Subject, That upon the igth of Sep- 

tember, when he ſigned the Treaty, he was apprized of all the Circumſtances which he 
pretends ever to have known againſt the Begums. oy Fg PE EUR <> of 


— — 


— — —„- — — *, —_ 


(e) N. B. No Signature. 
5 | The 


ſe Funds for the immediate Satisfaction of 


0 58) | 

The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Firſt Letter about to be read. was a 

Letter to Mr. Wheler, to whom Mr. Haſtings communicated all the Tranſactions he had 

learned reſpecting Oude, or reſpecting the Diſaffection of any Perſons he had come to the 

Knowledge of againſt Government; and begged the Houſe would obſerve, that in this 

Letter, dated 18th of September 178 , Mr. Haſtings makes no Mention whatever of 
having any Suſpicions even of the Begums being diſaffected to our Government: 


Read, the following Extract, from Part ad of the Appendix to the Narrative of 
the Inſurrections at Benares, beginning at Page 115 of the ſame Box. 


« NUM. 90. 


. * To Edward Wheler Eſquire. 
« Sir, | | Thu | | 

« My laſt was the 11th. The Forces now aſſembled are the 6th, 7th, 19th, goth, and 35th 
Regiments, Lieutenant Polhill's Regiment of the Body Guard, Two Companics of European 
Grenadiers and Light Infantry, Thirty Artillery Men, and the Rangers, and 600 of the Nabob's 
Horſe. Major Popham marched on the 16th; one Diviſion to Pateeta, another with Major-Crabb 
to the Back of the Lutteefpoor. I do not expect any thing deciſive ſo ſoon as I wiſh ; there muſt 
be Delays, and I feel them ſorely; but I thank God that I am myſelf a Witneſs of the Evils, 
Wants, and Errors of our Service, though I have been nearly the Victim of them, fince it has 
furniſhed me with the Means, though flow, of correcting them. The Province of Oude has 
catched the Contagion ; but I ſhall diſmiſs the Nabob in a few Days, and doubt not but his 
Troubles will be ſoon quelled. I give my ſole Attention to the preſent Object, which accompliſh- 
ed, every other will follow. Major Crawford muſt be near; 1 expect him. hourly. Believe no 
Report. I have not yet received one Letter from you. Pet: 

„ Chunar, 18th September 1781. 3 N 


5 ama 
1 « Warren Haſtings.” (a) 


The Managers for the 8 ſtated, they ſhould next read the Articles of the 


Treaty which related particularly to the Begums, with Mr. Haſtings's Obſervations 
upon them. Sed 7 


Read, the following Extract from The Appendix to the Benares Narrative, begin- 
ning at Page 1 of the ſame. * Ae 


« Num. 1. A. | 


« Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 29th of November 1781, reſpecting che 
Governor. General's Agreement with the Vizier. abort 


« To Edward Wheler and John Macpherſon, Eſquires, Members of the Council |; 
| PRE IVE RR of Fort William. . A: 
„ Gentlemen, 50 ' N „ en 7 
I muſt have Recourſe to your Indulgence, on the Occaſion of every Report of Importance, 
for the Delay in tranſmitting it. Many are the Cauſes of theſe Delays, which I need not enu- 
merate, as I am myſelf the principal Sufferer by them: Indeed I am almoſt tempted to ſay, that I 
find a Sufficiency for the Occupation of each Day in the Evil thereof, and in a Thouſand little 
Occurrences, leſs known in a regular Proceſs of Buſineſs, which exact their Share of Attention, 
and paſs without any ſubſtantial Effect. It was for this principal Reaſon, that I have again ſhifted 
my Reſidence from Banaris to this Place, where I ſhall hope for more Leiſure to bring up a lon 
2 of Buſineſs, than it would have been poſſible for me to have cleared if I had contin 
there. | | 
4 have now to inform you of my Tranſactions with the Nabob Vizeer, during his ſhort Stay at 
Chunar: Theſe are compriſed in the incloſed Papers, viz. | f 
N* 1. Articles of Agreement concluded with the Nabob Vizeer. 
1. A and B. Explanation of the above Articles. 
2. Agreement of the Nabob Vizeer. 
3. Reaſons for the above Agreement. 
4. My Inſtructions to the Reſident, : 
5. Orders iſſued in conſequence of the Agreement (5).” 


Read, alſo, the following Extract, beginning at Page 2 of the ſame, 


« To the Copy of the Articles of Agreement, Ne 1. I have added the Papers N* . A, B, C. | 
which will fully explain my Reaſons for the ſeveral Articles; and to theſe I beg Leave to refer 


— 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 209. * (b) Vide ſupra, Page 138. p 


( 579 ) 
you. Upon the Whole, generally, I have only to-obſerve further, that the Agreement was drawn 
up from a Series of Requiſitions preſented to me by the Nabob, to whom I was happy in the 
Occafion of making ſuch a Return for the uncommon Inſtance of Fidelity and Attachment which 
he had recently ſhewn to our Government, by an inſtant. and unqualified Aſſent to each Article, 
This was done verbally in his Preſence. And in like Manner I requeſted and obtained his Ac- 
quieſcence in the ſhort Condition which followed mine. I confidered/ the Subjects of his Requeſts 
as eſſential to the Reputation of our Government, and no leſs to our Intereſt than his; and if the 
Reſident performs his Duty in the Execution of my Inſtructions, the Nabob's Part of the Engage- 
ment, by a ſingular Inverſion of their Purpoſes, in both Inſtances, will proye of ſtill greater Benefit 


to him than to our Government, on whole Behalf it was exacted. | 
| I have the Honour to be, 


_« Chunar, with the greateſt Eſteem, 
29th November 1781. Gentlemen, 
x PDPDaͤoour moſt obedient Servant, 
| | | Warren Haſtings,” 


: % Num. 1. B. # | 
Copy of the Agreement concluded by the Governor General with the Vizeer, on the 
24 fa ...19th of September 178 1. | : 

« The Nabob Vizeer ul Mummalick Aſſoff ud Dowlah Aſſoff Jah Yeheyah Khan Behader, 
having repeatedly and urgently repreſented, that he is unable to ſupport the Expences of the 
temporary Brigade, Cavalry, and Engliſh Officers, with their Battalions, as well as other Gentle- 
men, who are now paid by him u the Denomination of Sebundy, &c. &c. and having made 
ſundry Requeſts to that and other Purpoſes ; and as the Conſtancy and Firmneſs of his Alliance 
with the Company entitle him to every Conſideration and Relief that may depend upon us; I 
Warren Haſtings Governor General, Imaud ud Dowlah Jelladit Jung Behader, &c. &c. on Be- 
half of the Governor General and Council, have agreed to the under-mentioned Articles, this 19th 
Day of September, in the Year of our Lord 1781, correſponding to the laſt Day of Ramzan 
1195/of the Hidjeree. 1e, 

« iſt. That the temporary Brigade, and Three Regiments of Cavalry, be no longer charged to 
the Nabob's Account for the Year Fuſſelee 1189, excepting a Term of Two and an Half Months, 
which is required for their paſſing the Nabob's Boundaries; and for which, together with all former 
Arrears, their uſual Pay and Allowances are to be made good: Alſo the Engliſh Officers, with 
their Sebundy Battalions, and other Gentlemen, excepting the Reſident's Office, now upon the 
Nabob's Litt, be no longer at his Charge for the Year 1189 ; the Arrears being paid up with the 
Addition of Two Months Allowances. The true Meaning of this being, that no more Troops 
be paid for by the Nabob than the Number of European Infantry, Artillery, and Sepoys agreed 
for, under the Title of One Brigade, with the late Nabob Shujah ud Dowlah, now paid for at 
the Rate of 2,60,000 Rupees per Month; to which is now to be added, One Regiment of Sepoys 
of the preſent Eſtabliſhment, expreſsly allowed for the Purpoſe of protecting the Office, Trea- 
ſury, and Perſon of the Reſident at Lucknow; the Pay and Allowances. of which are to com- 
mence from the 1ſt of Aughun next, at the Rate of Rupees 25,000 per Month. The Regiment 
to be relieved every Three Months. The Brigade to be ſtationed or moved wherever the Nabob 
ſhall direct, in the Mode preſcribed in the former Treaty with the Nabob Vizeer deceaſed. And 
finally, That whenever the Nabob Vizeer ſhall require a further Aid of Troops from the Com- 
pany, the Pay and Allowances ſhall commence from the Day of their paſſing the Carum- 
naſſa. Alſo, ſhould the Aſſiſtance of the Nabob's Troops be required by the Company, 


* 


their Pay and Allowances, as may then be agreed upon, be allowed during the Time they, TH os, 


may ſerve. 12 a | 
« 2d. That as great Diſtreſs has ariſen to the Nabob's Government from the Military Power 


and Dominion aſſumed by the Jagheerdars, he be permitted to, reſume ſuch as he may find neceſ- 
ſary, with a Reſerve, that all ſuch for the Amount of whoſe Jagheers the Company are Guarantees, 
ſhall, in the caſe of the Reſumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net Collections, 
through the Reſident, in ready Money. h 9 | 

« zd. That as Fyz-Ooalla Khan has, by his Breach of Treaty, forfeited the Protection of the 
- Engliſh Government, and cauſes, by his Continuance in his preſent independent State, great 
Alarm and Detriment to the Nabob, he be permitted, when Time ſhall ſuit, to reſume his 
Lands, and pay him in Money, through the Reſident, the Amount ay 2:5 g by Treaty, after 
deducting the Amount and Charges of the Troops he ſtands engagrd to furniſh by Treaty; which 
Amount ſhall be paſſed to the Account of the Company during the Continuance of the pre- 
ſent War. - 

« 4th.” That no Engliſh Reſident be appointed to Furruckabad, and the preſent one recalled. 

« 5th. That the Treaties made between the Engliſh and the Nabob Shujab ud Dowlah be ra- 
| tified between the preſent Parties, as far as may be conſiſtent with the above-written Articles; and 
that no Officers, Troops, or others, be put upon the Nabob's Eſtabliſhment, excluſive of thoſe 


« Warren Haſtings ().“ 


— IS 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 138, & ſeq. 


7 H | Read, 


'( $80 ) 


Read alſo, the following Extract, from Page 8 of the lame, 
: , 6 Nu. I, 2. 1 159 | 
Minute of the Governor General explanatory of his Agreement with the Vizeer. 


« Par, 2. The Miſchiefs to which the Nabob is expoſed, from permitting a Number of rich inde- 
ndent Eſtates, ſupporting a Body of military Tenants, to be maintained in the Heart of the 
ountry, are of the ſame Nature which we have recently experienced from the enormous Wealth 
and Influence of Rajah Cheit Sing; and, in fact, the Nabob did experience them alſo, and at the 
ſame Time, and from the ſame Cauſes. 1 285 n 
« The Jagheers, poſſeſſed by the Begums, have enabled them to give frequent Diſturbance to the 
Nabob's Government; and, it can be well atteſted, that they principally excited and ſupported the 
late Commotions in Gooruckpoor, &c. in Concert with Cheit Sing, and that they carried their 
Inveteracy to the Nabob and the Engliſh Nation ſo far, as to aim at our utter Extirpation. By a 
Defpotiſm ſo malignant, and a Conduct ſo offenſive, and even dangerous to our Exiſtence, as have 
been manifeſted by the Begums, without the ſmalleſt Injury or Provocation on our Parts, they 
have forfeited all Claim to that Protection which we afforded them, in exacting from the Nabob, 
at the Time that Mr. Briftow aſſiſted him in obtaining 30 Lacks of Rupees from them, a Promiſe 
to our Government, that thoſe Ladies ſhould enjoy full Poſſeſſion ' of their Jagheers unmoleſted, 
We have a Right to withdraw this Protection when they are no longer worthy af it, and to provide 
againſt their Machinations, by a Conceſſion of that Pledge which afforded them the Means of in- 


N diſtreſſing us. oh METS! | ; 
« The Begums will ſuffer no actual Loſs by the ReſumpiliWW#$6he.Jagheers,. except of an In- 
fluence which they have invariably employed to the moſt pernicious Furpoſes, aging one State 
which had conferred, and another which ſecured and protected them; fince it is ſtipulated, 
chat ey ſhall receive the Amount of the net Collections of them, in Money, by the Hands of aur 

eſident. 5 5 , 

« Theſe Arguments will apply to the Situation of all the other Jagheerdars, though they may. nat 
to their actual Conduct or Diſpoſitions; but as we are neither engaged for . thein Poſſeſſions, nor 
have any immediate Connection with them, the Nabob. ſhould be left to the Exerciſe of his own 


Authority and Pleaſure reſpecting them (a).“ | 


Read alſo, the following Extract, beginning at Page 11 of the fame. 
| | I « Num. 1. D. | 4 
« Copy of the Agreement made by the Vizeer with the Governor General: 


« Having on my Behalf agreed to the Requiſitions of the Nabob Vizeer, without Diminution or 
Reſerve, I muſt now repeat the Requeſt, which I before verbally made to him, that he will be 
pleaſed to attend to ſuch Propoſals as I ſhall have to make to him; and to theſe I expect his Aſſent 
the more readily, as they have for their ultimate Ohject his Intereſt alone, that of the Company be- 
ing no further, concerned than in the Influence Which they will eventually have in the Payment of 
the Debt due from the Nabob to the Company. I therefore recommend to him to reduce the great 
Number of his Sebundy and other Troops to regular and compleat Eſtabliſhments; not to be 
paid by Aſſignments of Revenue, but in Money from the Treaſury; and their Number not to 
exceed the certain Means of paying them. But as this may be difficult, without making æ Sepa- 
ration of the Nabob's public and private Funds, I further recommend, that he receive into his pri- 
vate Purſe no more than a fixed Monthly Sum for the Expences of his Perſon and Houſehold; 
and that the Remainder of the net Collections be left in a public Treaſury, under the Management 
of his public Miniſters, and the Inſpection of the Reſident, for the Diſcharge of his Military and 
Civil Diſburſements. . | 

« This Advice is not meant to affect the Aſſignments actually made, and which muſt be annually 


renewed for the Payment of the paſt Debt, and the current Demands of the Company. 


« Signed. and ſealed by the Nabob, accepting: and 
promiſing to conform to the above Advice (5). 


Read alſo, the following Extract, beginning at page 16 of the ſame. 
| « Num, 1. F. 


« Second Minute of the Governor General, containing his Anſwers to poſſible Objections to be made 
| againlt the ſeveral Parts of his Agreement with the Vizeer.” 


« Few Objections can be made to the Second * 2d., No Effects of any: additional Clamour 
Article. It may be ſuggeſted, 1ſt, that it will and Diſcontent, excited by the Reſumption of the 
excite Clamour and Diſcontent, which in the Jagheers, could exceed: thoſe. of theis actual De- 

| | preſent” WM fection; 


—— —_—_ 


(e) Vide ſupra, Page 141. bo) Vide ſupra, Page-144- 


| 1 8 n of ha 
preſent Time may be dangerons;z und 2dly, that fedtion 4 and the Begum herſelf had forfeited all 


will be, in a principal Inftance, a Breach of Pretenſion to che Benefit of the Treaty executed 
our Faith, which is pledged to guarantee a Treaty for her Behalf, by having been the firſt Mover 
concluded, through the Means of Mr. Briſtow; and moſt buſy, Actor of rhe Sedition (#).” 
between the Nabob Vizeer and the Nabob Allee | 
Begum, his Mother in which it is ſtipulated, 
that no ſubſequent Claim ſhould be made on her 6 75 
Property, or Invaſion of her Rights. | SER 
Read alſo, the following Extract, beginning at Page 18 of the fame, 
„ Nut. 1. G. oF. 

« Letter of Inſtructions from the Governor General to the Reſident at the Vizeer's Court: 
« To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Court of the Nabob Vizeer. 

« Sir, | Re | 
Having on the 19th inſtant entered into certain Engagements with the Nabob Vizeer;' tending. 
to relieve his Finances of a Burthen they were no _ able to ſuſtain, with ſundry other Clauſes, 
the Execution of which is intruſted to you, I herewith incloſe an authentic Copy of the ſame, for 
your Guidance. The Nabob, on his Behalf, has fubſcribed and fealed am Agreement in your Pre- 
ſence, and in the Preſence of Mr. Richard Johnſon and Hyder Beg Khan, reſpecting the better Ad- 
miniſtration of his Affairs; of which 1 alſo tranſmit you an authentic Copy. | 1 
« To theſe rs ways and to the Points confequently and neceſſarily ndent on them, I think it 

to add the following Inſtructions, to which I require your moſt implicit Obedience. 
I need ſcarcely inform you, that my chief Object in my Negociations with the Nabob has been 
to induce and aſſiſt him to bring his Government and Finances into ſuch Regularity, as to pre- 
vent his Alliznce from being a Clog inſtead of an Aid to the Company, and to enable him to dib 
charge his Debt in the ſhorteſt Time poſſible. To this End, the moſt eſſential Point is to limit and 
ſeparate his perſonal Diſburſements from the public Accounts, They muſt not, in their total an- 
nual Amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laſt Three Years, This Amount, in 
Twelve equat Parts, ſhould be paid him monthly out of the Firſt Receipts, and the Remainder of 
the net Collections placed ſeparately in a public Treaſury, from hence his Public Military and 
Civil Eſtabliſhment muſt be paid, under the ſole Management and Controul of the Miniſters, with 
our Concurrence. It is of courſe to be underſtood that this has no Connection, and is in no 
hape to interfere with the Company's Aſſignments, and the Collections upon them, which are to 
be conducted as uſual: And as by the Addition of the Jagheer Lands, with their Revenues, to 
che Nabob'ꝰs lar Collections, his Income will, or ought. to be conſiderably increaſed, I ſhall 
expect that the Whole of the Exceſs be appropriated to the Diſcharge of the Nabob's Debt to the 
Company. | 1 2 | | | 
44 After ſettling the Amounrof the perſonal Difburſemerits of the Nabob Vizeer and his Houſe- 
hold, the next Point that will require your Exertions towards ttie general Arrangement of the public 
Charges, is to reform the eſtabliſhed Muttaiena Troops, reducing them into One eſtabliſhed Corps 
far the whole Service. If this Corps ſhould be brought to conſiſt wholly of Cavalry, it would beſt 
anſwer mutual Benefit; leaving no Infantry in the Nabob's Service but what may be neceſſary for 
his Body Guard; and to ſupply the Deficiency,: ſhould any occur from ſuch Arrangement, our In- 
fantry may be employed where Infantry are wanted. uu aff Ain al en sol 1. 
«« The Corps reformed and eſtabliſhed, their Pay muſt be ifſued from the public Treaſury. No 
Aſſignments to be in future granted them, and thoſe already iſſued to be recalled. Fo complete 
this, all Numbers above. what the real Service may 2 or the actual net Receipts may he ade- 
quate to the full Payment of, muſt be diſbanded as faſt as their Atrears can be paid off. | 
« The Nabob will ſele& and appoint his own Commanders; but if he ſhould nominate impro 
Perſons, ſuch as Men commonly known by the Name of Orderlies, or others detiving their Influ- 
ence from them, or of known Difaffection to our Government, you are in ſuch Caſe to remonſtrate 
againſt ic; and if the Vizeer ſhall 'perſift in his Choice, -you are peremptorily, and in my Name, to 
oppoſe it, as a Breach, of his Agreement. | 
For the Management of the Collections, the Miniſters, with your Concurrence, are to chooſe 
alt-Aumils- and Collectors, and in their Choice to be guided by the Reſponfibility, good Repura- 
tion, and known Ability of the Perſons they elect, that Charges may, as far as poſſible, be 
avoided. N 
« Much is to be ſaid, though little may now ſuit, upon the Subject of the Diſtribution of Juſtice 
in the Nabob's Dominions. For the preſent, I limit myſelf to direct you to urge the Nabob to 
endeavour gradually, if it cannot be done at once, to eſtabliſh Courts of Adaulut throughout his 
Diſtricts; the Darogahs, Mowlavies, and other Officers of which muſt be ſelected, as in the Caſe 
of the Aumils, by the Miniſters, with your Concurrence. The Want of theſe Courts is equally 
hurtful to the Revenue, Government, and Reputation of the Nabob. N 


— 8 ao —_ * _ — 4 * 1 — _— 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 145. 
, « In 
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« In conſequence of the Diſturbances which the rebellious Example of Rajah Cheit Sing has cauſed 
| in the Nabob Vizeer's Country, I have inſtructed Colonel Morgan to aſſiſt you on the Requiſition 
| of the Vizeer, communicated by you to him, or at your own ſingle Application, if any Caſe of Emer- 
gency ſhould make it needful, with ſuch Detachments as may be neceſſary, excluſive of the Regi- 
ment of Sepoys- which is ſtipulated to remain with you at Lucknow. This Power you are not to 
. exerciſe but in Caſes of the moſt urgent and manifeſt Neceſſity, It is directed, that the Regiment 
ordered for the immediate Protection of your Office and Perſon at Lucknow, ſhall be relieved-every 
Three Months, and during its Stay there ſhall act ſolely and excluſively under your Orders, 

« It is finally my poſitive Order, that you do not permit any Britiſh Subject, or others claiming 
the Name and Protection of the Company, to reſide at Lucknow, or within any Part of the Do- 
minions of the Nabob Vizeer, except the Officers and Soldiers of the Army acting in their Duty, 
and ſuch Perſons as are officially appointed to-remain there. And that to ſuch as are now at Luck- 
now, or in any other Part of his Dominions, not falling within the Deſcription of the above Ex- 
ception, you give due Notice in Writing, that they quit the Country, allowing them a reaſonable 
Time, not exceeding Three Months, to ſettle their Affairs; and in caſe of their Refuſal, you are 
to inform the Nabob thereof, that he may uſe his oy ng to compel them to depart. 

| J am, Sir, 
Chun, | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
23d September 1781. 0 Warren Haſtings (a).“ 


Read alſo, the following Extract, from Page 2 of the ſame. 


J have alluded to the general Reaſons which have prevented me from tranſmitting the 
Reports of my Proceedings to the Board with Punctuality. I am obliged to add a ſpecial Cauſe 
for the preſent Inſtance, which is, that the Reſident having carried with him all the authentic Pa- 
pers relating to this Buſineſs to Lucknow, I have ſince waited both for them and for the preced- 
ing Eſtimates, which are yet incomplete, though ſufficient for general Elucidation (5).” - 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 82, intituled, Bengal Secret Council; 24 June, 
30 Ditto 1783.“ | | | p 
Read, a Letter to Mr. Haſtings, ſigned Nath. Middleton, and dated Lucknow, 


22d December 1781, from the Appendix to a Conſultation of 12th June 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 131 of the ſame Book. | LS 220 


Fort William, 12th June 1783. - 
; « At a Council; Preſent, | l 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident. 
Edward Wheler, 
John Macpherſon, | Eſquires. 
ohn Stables, 
« Appendix to Conſultation 12th June 1783. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. Ae 
cc Sir, | 

] have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of the 19th inſtant, and, in Obe- 
dience to your Commands, ſhall forward to you, by the firſt ſafe Opportunity, your Agreement 
with the Nabob Vizier, together with ſuch other authentic Papers as are connected with it, and 
have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Reſpect, 

| | | | Sir, your moſt obedient, &c. &c. 

« Lucknow, b (Signed) - Nathaniel Middleton, 
22d December 1781. «« Reſident at the Vizier's Court.“ 


/ 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


— * * * 1 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 146. (5) Vide ſupra, P. 138. 
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THE Lords EFT nog their Places, tbe Houſe celumed, ated Nate. 
made, and the Defendant appe —1 at the Bar, the e en War nil 


Then it oved, that M OHN 80 T att 
hi Doug, Bt | ue or Th ain; len 1 


Q You was aſked Yeſterday, whether any other Letter than the Lene much in 


addreſſed to the Secret Com the Court of 
Haſtings ; to which you made je of the Coun not. I wiſh you toe: 


that Letter was incloſed to you, inſtead of being ſent to the Court of — 
A, I had it not in my Power, nd ET -Benig 6 
:—— 7"; tiny nnn Prins who i ps RA 
at ime. 


The Managers for the Commonv obſerved, thin Aon what had fallen from the 
Witnem, it a the Evidence he was going to give, was the Hearſay of a Perſon 
he had ſeen; and r the Houle, whether it . vor! this * 


"he 


= I] k 
} ” 


The Witneſs x was aſked, 

Q. Have you any Account to give of your own Knowle 5 

A. No; I have no farther Account to give than that I u . the Letter aut ods * L | 
pwn» > aa W's An Yen rey te FaeroR Feng Foy 
own about it. | 


The Houſe oblerved. it was of no conſequence what the Witneſs underſtood ; 3 the 
only Matter of Conſequence being, chat the Lotter was there. 
1 


N how af mp Diplo of 6 DENEVE "Meth tothe Fe 


tter was and ſent not throu 
e which was, 1 daes 


£ret enk f the Cg of ofs, t 
Duplicate has heen in pſe with the Court of Diets, 154 not the 
left before the Select Committee of me Common. 


Q. 292 2 5}. When, wes ght Duplicate ſent? 4 


ſent; 2 5 
Haut. ay 3 ppt.ix can pe re, vo., te Beg 6 ba 


444 
How do ou know that that D licate was ſent ? 3 
* Y up -; IS 3 


(„„ 
A. If it is proper to ſtate—1 had it from Mr. Hudſon, the Gentleman * attends from the 
India Houſe; who told me it was at the India Houſe. 


Q. Do you know when it was ſent? 
A. I rather think, by the earlieſt Opportunity after the Nancy. 


Q (by Lord). Do you know on what Day Major Fairfax delivered the Box to you? 
. I do not know the exact Day ; it was one Day in July 1782 „ it was we Day he arrived at 
the "India Houſe. 


Q. (by the Managers). Whether, as the Agent of Mr. Taſtings, you had, at any Time, Ghinks- 
munication with him by Expreſſes over Land ? 


A. Yes; I wrote repeatedly and regularly to Mr. Haſtings over Land, and received Letters 
from him ; but I never received a Letter from Mr. Haſtings, except a Diſpatch came at the ſame 
Time to the Company. I dete te to him, 1 believe, once en over Land. 


. At what Time did this Species of — com between you and Mr. Haſt- 
ings, and when did it ceaſe ? 

A. I ſent a Gentleman Expreſs to Bengal, a few Days after the Reſolution paſſed the Houſe of 
Commons for the Recal of Mr. Haſtings ; I ſent another Gentleman Expreſs to Bengal, after the 
Court of Proprietors had recommended it to the Court of Directors, not to carry that Reſolution 
of the Houſe of Commons into Execution. 1 ſent Mr. Haſtings, by Way of Conſtantinople, an 
Account of the Death of the Marquis of Rockingham ; and that the Marquis of Lanſdown was 
at the Head of the Treaſury. 


The Object of the Queſtion is a General one: How "UE you continued in the Habit of 


in 15 the Manner you mentioned before, Expreſſes backward 200 forward 
Landy wich Sith Mr. Ha ſtings ? J el — p 2411 206 DEG of 


. Mia of May 1782 the Month of, May "1785, | believe a 6 
Mr. Haſtings came to England, not bar certain he would = = Year, * Mon befor 


Q. When did you come. over yourſelf ?. 


* FO 1 arrived i in England in December 178 1. wy Of 4 73 . 1877. ,b9 n rell i ot TL 
2 And you began that Kind of Correſpondence i in the May cling?” e 
es e * wy Bets pro wil £4) 
. Abd continued it dare he fl Time of n lg ten ef, 55 _ ws CER 


ay % Del ai er 
Q. Do you rndin; by: Correſpontience; to Gon, that you rid Anſwers i in the ſave regular 
Way * yos: * Expreſſes over Land; whether the Correſpondence, was as regular on one Side 
as on the other 
A. I believe I have already ſaid, by no Means; I never received a Letter from Mr. Haſtings 


except a" Letter was ſent, to the Company at the ſame Time. aul un- agen if F 
What might be the Expence of theſe Communicarbas Et hy youu, or pen by den r- 
Actount of Mr. Haſtings in this Buſineſs? : ot bo 


A. I don't exacilx recolle& the Sum, but 1 think between Six and Seven, thouſand Pounds 
J don't ſpeak quite correctly. The _=_ Expence was from the Gentlemen who went r 
There were Three Expreſſes ſent by Gentlemen, and their Expences of courſe are always very 
high—and the others are 3 e by Arevs acc the Delert, I a between Six | 


aod Seven thouſand Pounds. | | fy oy eat] O 

Who paid that Ex ee | 3 * er: | 2411167 009 gt; tk 1 K 

A. Haſtings 3 . 1 
The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That tha laſt 1 of 8 
between Mr. Haſtings and the Council at Calcutta, which was ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, was, addreſſed to Mr, Wheler, and dated the 18th of September, upon the 
Day previous to the ſigning of the Treat wy of Chunar ; and that they ſhould now pro- 
duce the Correſpondence between Mr. Haſtings and Mr. Wheler, after the ſigning of 
the Treaty of Chunar, down to the very Day upon which Mr. Haſtings determined to 
ſeize the Treaſures of the Begums, to ſhew that Mr. Haſtings there details minutely 
all Reports all Circumſtances—all material Tranſactions whatever that came to his 
Know ige, and never once mentions the leaſt Hint or Inſinuation againſt e e Bey 
9 7 n 
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Read, Extract from Appendix to the Narrative. of the Inſurretion at Benares, be- 
mem 2 | 


= 1. va | Mi "= Now. 98. 


1 14 . - - " 4 „ - 


a Tr Sap 69 re Edward Wheler Eſquire: DET $907 | 
14 _ 3 : 
1 moſt has, pra you on the Succeſs of Arms in a the Conqueſt of Pateeta ; 

for the Particulars of which | refer you to the incluſed Letter from Major Popham. I underſtand 
that large Reinforcements, both from Lutteefpoor and — oppoſed him in the Field. It 
was intended to attack both Patecta and Lutteefpoor at the ſame. Time; and the former, by an 
inſtant Aſſault. Major Crabb, with a ſtrong Detachment, appointed for the latter Service, marched: 
on the Night of the igth by a large, and, as it has ſinoe appeared, ſcarce practicable Circuit, to- 
wards à Paſs which lies behind, or to the South ot Lutteefpoor. A Letter received this ng 
mentions his Arrival on the Plain. which adjoins to the Paſs, after a March of Three Days 

ſtead of One, as was expected. It is the Road to Bidjeygur, and ſaid to be the Repoſitory f all 

the Rajah's Ammunition. Major Popham marehed at. Tuo of the ſame Night; nor did he reach 

his Ground with his whole Line until Ten, and then found the Place too ſtrong to attempt it, 
without a regular Approach and battering Cannon. It fell at Six this Morning. I regard this 

Victory as a deciſive Turn of our — Influence; but 38 Proportion of my ] 

derived from the Conſideration that it was with little ſned; an Advantage which T4 

tribute, as I expected it, to the ſuperior Skill and known Compoſure, nor leſs Humanity, of Ma- 
jor —— Major Crawford arrived _ N Ns gt _— JE ut mA wo 


or Ararat ag) £22 | | 
Chun f | < 75þ Varren a). it 
121 Bi cl 7 * © eee ings (0) 3 
Read, Extradt from the ſame Book, DEL: any _ 
We j 11 
Nun. 104. 125 
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| „To Edward Wheler Eſquire woo bunker e 080 
c« Sir, 1 


On the 20th, Major Crabb defeated and routed a Body of ' the Enemy on the Plain above the 
Paſs of Suckroet :; Their Loſs was 150 Men and 3 Guns, and much Ammunition ; our's ſmall. 
The Rajah that re, fled from 2 his Men followed his Example; and Yeſterday 
at Noon Crabb took Poſſeſſion, the Place. being totally deſerted: I was Yeſterday in Major 
Popham's Camp, and viſited the Fort of Pateeta and its Intrenchment, They are both con- 
temptible ; but, in their actual State, abſolutely impregnable 2 — an Attack, had they made 
any Reſiſtance. The Fort, though ſmall, is of Stone, with 4 Towers ; a parallel Rampart and 
Towers, and a Ditch of 85 great Depth ſurrounding theſe, and * Town itſelf by an In- 
trenchment far beyond it; and the 2 between Hills, Rocks, and Jungle, almoſt 
impenetrable. At One o Clock we had the Satisfaction to teceive, by a regular Salute of 21 Guns, 
be inſtant Information of the Poſſeſſion of Lutteefpoor by Major Crabb. I have taken upon me 
grant a RING Cammiſſion of Major to Captain Lane, who commanded the Grenadiers of the 

performed diſtinguiſhed Service. I this: laſtant receive an authentic Sen > 
Armg, an pe Intelligence from dt; Myr Crabby Sh cya! 
Chu 255. | e 1611218, ln, Sir, Ne | n Hat | 

+66 nargu r. 4 4 n bs wn in 00 
2 22d September 1781.0 1 bet % uf a 1144. n . 
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Then Mr. Robert Hudſon was again called, ond 5 Book 36, nale 
0 © Bengal Secret Conſultations, from ad July to 10th December 1781,” 


| Read, Extract from a Conſultation of hen October 178 , beginning at Page 630 
of the fame Book, 111 | 


water ihr 4 4 SY 5 | „ Fort William, 18th Otober 1757.1 E 
Her e | ; 4004 « 1 85 Preſent, | 110 | 
N ward Wheler | | 

| John M Pherſon, | * Eſquires. Fl 
The Mhnoveidle . Governor General abſent on a Viſit to the Northern Provinces: 
Lieutenant General Sit Eyte Coote abſent on e at Fort St. S 
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( 5% ) 
* Letter from Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Wheeler. 
« ir, F229: y 14 | M1 JS 3 Of Ae 4 & 5 | 
have had the Honour to inform you, in various and ſucceſſive Letters, of my Tranſactions, 
and of the Occurrences which have befallen me fince my Departure from Calcutta, and eſpeciall 
ſince my Arrival at this Place, on the ach of laſt Monch. it is my Intention to employ the fir 
Hours of my Leiſure in drawing up a detached Narrative of the latter for your Information. In 
the mean Time 1 ſhall continue to adviſe from: Fime to Time, ot ſuch Circumſtances of 
Moment as occur in the:Courfſe of daily B both for your Information and for the Means of 
obtaining your Sentiments upon. them for any Aſſiſtance and Guidance, I deem it a Misfortune 
that not one of your Leiters, written. with, the Knowledge of the late Troubles, have reached me; 
and I much fear that many of mine may have miſcarried, for which Reaſon I ſhall cauſe to be 
tranſcribed Copies of all written fince 16th of laſt Month, and ſhall tranſmit them to o. 
« Leſt my Letters adviſing you of our late Succefies ſhould have been intercepted, I think: it 
proper to repeat in this the Subſtance of them. Notte Kist 204 ag. len ein ene ze 
4 The Arrival of the Detachment from Cawnpore under Major Crabb, of goth inſtant, and 
Major Robertſon, 13th, enable Major Popham ta take the Field wich a. con ſiderable Force.” It 
was publickly expected that his firſt Attempt would be made upon R ; but ſack Infor- 
mation having been given of the State of che T Fortreſſes of Lutteefpoot and Patecta, as feem- 
ed to promiſe the certain and immediate Reduction of thoſe Places, he accordingly formed his 
Army into Two Detachments, one commanded by Majer Crabb, confiſting of + Battalion of 
6th Regiment, the th Regiment, the Battalion of the Nabob's Body-guard, gommanded by; 
Lieutenant Polhill, with Six 6 Pounders, and One 54 Inch Howitzers ; and the other under his 
own Command, conſiſting of 19th, goth, and 35th Regiments, Two Companies of 1 
Infantry, the Corps of Rangers, and about 30 Artillery, with Six 6 Pounders, Two 81 Inch 
Howitzers, and an & Inch Mortar. The Firſt Detachment marched on the Night of 15th, by a 
large Circuit through almoſt impracticable Ways. But the Spirit of the Officers and Men ſur- 
mounted every Diffculty. In Places where the Guns could not be drawn by Bullocks, the Se- 
ys lifted them up the Rocks; and at lengch, in the, Morning of the goth, they arrived at the 
eights, lying behind and above the Fort of Lutteefpoor, at a Place called Lora, which com- 
mands a Paſs deſcending to Lutteefpoor, and reported inacceſſible againſt Oppoſition, but from 
above; The profound Secreſy with which this Expedition was undertaken, and to which the 
Security of the Enemy in a Region ſo little frequented not a little contributed, prevente@ any 
Oppoſition to our Troops in the difficyle Parts of chair Route. Their Firſt Movement only, but 
neither their Strength nor their Deſtination, was known, till their very near Approach. At Lora 
they met a Body of 2000 of the Enemy, which they defeated and di with litcle' 
Loſs on our Side, but on theirs of 200 Meg killed an the Spot. The next ing they took 
Poſſeſſion of the Paſs, and of the Fort of Lutteefpoor, which they found evacuated. ; 
la the mean Time, Major Popham marched with his Part of the Forces, on the Morning 
of the 16th, to Patecta, a Place inconſiderable in itſelf, being a fortified Stone Houſe, within 
a very high Rampart and a Ditch of very great Depth, and rhe Town, which is 11 — Ex- 
tent, ſurrounded by Entrenchments. Theſe being all obſcured from Obſervation by Frees and 
thick Buſhes, he judged it not adviſeable to attempt an immediate Aſſault upon the Place, 
which fortunately proved the Cauſe of concurrent Succeſs in both Enterpriſes, almoſt in 
fame Inſtant of Time; for in the Morning of 2oth, he ſtormed and took Pateeta, at the fa 
Time defeating and diſperſing Two Bodies of the Enemy that made an Attempt en his Camp.. 
And on the ſame Day, and in the ſame Hour, Major Crabb fought and gained the Battle of 
Lora, which was the immediate and eventual Cauſe of the Capture of Lutteefpoor. | 
« The News of theſe combined Succeſſes alarmed the Rajah to ſuch a ree, that he inſtantly 
fled, by a diſtant Route over the Hills, from Lutteefpoor, which, till that Time, had been his 
capital Reſidence, regaining the Road to Bidjeygur, the only direct Way to it being through the 
Pals abowementioned. - _ * | 1.9 | . obe ie .. 
The Conſternatian of his Followers was ſo great, and its Contagion ſo rapid, that, in a few 
Hours, the Fort or Palace of Ramnagur, and the Fortreſy of Lutteefgur, were wholly abandoned 
« Major Balfour marched on 22d, and took Poſſeſſion of Ramnagur. WH Ira of 
« On the Morning of 25th, I parted from the Nabob, who ſet out on that Afternoon on his 
Return to his Capital. Ir is but Jaftice to the Nabob to declare, that on the firſt Intelligence of 
theſe Troubles, notwithſtanding my repeateq and preſſing Injunctians to return to Lucknow, he 
proſecuted his March to Benares, with only a few Companies of Sepoys and 100 Herſe at that 
Time attending him; and has, in every other Inſtancę, given the ſtrongeſt - Proofs of. his Fidelity 
and Attachment. In the Evening 1 departed from Chünar, and gn the next Morning arrived at 
| Ramnagur. My Stay there being unneceſſary, and it having been repreſented to me, that my 
Pxzeſence at Benares would be a Means of quicting the Minds of che Iababitants, I accordingly 
returned hither Yeſterday Morning, and had the Happineſs to find the. City reſtored to a State f 
perfect Order and Tranquility. e | n v1 
3 | —_ 


* 
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I have ifſued Proclamations, offering Pardon to all who ſhall quietly return to their Obe- 
dience, excepting the Perſons of Cheyt Sing and his Brother Sojan Sing, whom their late rebel- 
lious Conduct, and their Rancour manifeſted to our Nation, in the deliberate Murdet of many of 
our Soldiers, and even unarmed Paſſengers, who had the Misfortune to fall into their Hands, have 
precluded from every Title to Lenity. | 1 * | 

The Perſons ſtanding next in the Line of Inheritance of the Zemindary, were Ranny Golaub 

Koower, the Widow of Rajah Bulwant Sing, theit Daughter married to Rajah Durbijey Sing, and, 
Bauboo Myipharain, their Grandſon by * Two latter. By the Concurrence of the Two firſt 
Parties, and in conſequence. of a written Acknowledgement made by the Ranny, of the Right of 
her Grandſon, Mayipnarain, I have notninated him to the Succeſſion of the Rauge ; and I have 
appointed the Morning of To-morrow for his Inveftiture, | x 328 

„ have forborne any particular Comments in this Place, reſerving them where they will be 
more properly introduced for my detailed Narrative; yet I cannot ſuppreſs, without a Violence 
to my own Feelings, the Teſtimony which is due, eſpecially from me, to the unexampled Zeal 
and publick Spirit of all our Officers, and the wonderful Activity with which theſe Qualities 
were diſplayed on the late Occaſion. I have already acknowledged the early Exertions which were 
made by Colonel Blair during my former ſhort calamitous Reſidence at Benares. Of Major Pop- 
ham, 1 cannot ſay ſufficient to expreſs my Senſe of his Services. Though my Letters were every 
where intercepted, Colonel M „ with u Deciſion and Solicirude that reflect equal Credit on 
his Character, detached Major Crabb with his Party to my Aſſiſtance on the Firſt and inſtant Ru- 
mour of my Situation, Colonel Sir J. Cuming, with the like Alactity, obeyed the Order of his 
March to Cawpore, as did Colonel Ahmuty, in the immediate Diſpatch of Major Crawford and the 
Troop of Cavalry. The ſame Spirit. animated every Officer of every Corps, and infuſed itſe 
into the Men under their Command, with an Effect fo far exceeding the common Occurrences 
human Affairs, that in the complete Space of One Month, this great and valuable Province, 
which had been unexpectedly and wholly loft, was in Subſtance wholly recovered to the Britiſh 


Empire. | 
21 | OY OP Fn 
| | arren Haſtings. 8. (a) 
« Benares, Signed at the End, | „ 
« 29th September 1781. ; rg dew 


Read, Extract of Appendix to the Narrative of the Inſurrection at Benares, begin- 
ning at Page 144 of the ſame. 48) 2588 | <8 
| | „ Nun. 12g. 

yp | To Edward Whelet Eſquire. 

Sit, 7 N 


« My Continuance in this Quarter, and the Events which have happened, have given me an Op- 
portunity of becoming acquainted with the Situation of the Troops beyond the Provinees; an 1 
am concerned to ſay, that in their Equipment 4 extremely defective, particularly in ſmall 
Arms and Accoutrements ; the laſt Supplies ſent from Fart William to Chunar are entirely ex- 
pended ; the Indents from the Board upon the Magazine there having exceeded the whole Quantity 
iginally ſupplied. Major Popham's Detachment is indeed amply furniſhed ; but thoſe under 
Colonels „„ and Muir are very deficient. I have not been informed of the Condition of 
Colonel Morgan's Brigade, but am afraid it is not much ſuperior to that of the others. | 
n cannot aſcertaiti the preciſe Quantity of Arms and Artillery which may be required, nor is it 
material; but the Neceſſity of having in Store at Chunar ſuch a Supply as may be equal to the De- 
mands of any probable Service on this Side of the Caramnaſſa is evident, and the immediate Want 
of them is preſſing: I therefore earneſtly intreat your immediate Orders for tranſporting ſuch a 
Proportion of ſmall Arms and Accoutrements, and of Field Artillery, 12 and 6 Pounders, as may 
be adapted to this Service, and can be ſpared from Fort William and the Provinces, by Water, 
before the Swelling of the River ſubſides. 24% 


« Banaris, I have the Honour to be, &c. * 
Ich October 1791. LARS | ' | Warren Haſtings (5).“ 
Read, alſo, the following Extract from the fame Appendix, beginning at Page 145. 
| 4 Nuk. 127. fy 3 


* | „To Edward Whelet Eſquire. 
-.. + Ir, | by | 8 2 
I beg Leave to introduce, through you, to the Notice of the Board, an Inſtance of Zeal and 


(a) Vide Appendix, NL... x 85 (5) Vide ſupra, P. 225. 
| 71 
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amy Departure, followed, and, unattended by a ſingle Servant, joined me in the March, 


\ 


0 588 9 | | js 
Attachment to our Government, which, from the peculiar Circumſtances under which it was exhi- 
bited, merits both a Place in our Records, and a publick and warm Acknowledgment. wot, 

« Tt will be remembered, that a principal Object of my Journey to theſe Provinces was to obtain 
and facilitate an Interview at Banaris with Dewaugur Pundit, the Miniſter of Rajah Moodajee 
Booſlih, for the Purpoſe of effecting a final Adjuſtment of the political Concerns of our Govern- 
ment, and that of Berar. The Death of Dewaugur Pundit, the Nes of which reached me Two 
Days before my Arrival at Banaris, and which I regret with the moſt ſenſible Concern, difappointed 
all the Hopes which I had conceived of forming by his Means a ſolid and laſting Alliance with 
the Court of Berar. - | 8 | or ang earth 
A was attended in my Journey from Calcutta by Beneram Pundit, the Vakeel of Moodajee 
Booſla, with his Brother Biſſumber Pundit. The Vakeel, during his long Reſidence with me in 
that Capacity, had given me conſtant Proofs of a ſincere Diſpolition to promote the Intereſts of 


our Government, whilſt he exerted himſelf to advance thoſe of his. Maſter. 7 


« When I retreated from Banaris, Beneram Pundit and his Brother, on the firſt Intelligence of 

ant, 3 refiſtiog all 

my Intreaties, and even Injunctions, to return to Banaris, where their whole Family reſided, and 
where they might have remained in perfect Eaſe and Security. 4441 7 

« On my Arrival at Chunar, I found myſelf in great and irremediable Diſtreſs for want of Mo- 

ney. The Troops were ſome Four, and others Five Months in Arrears, and as Cheit Sing had the 

Country on all Sides at his Devotion, I had not the ſmalleſt Proſpect of obtaining Supplies, until 

the Motion of our Troops from different Quarters ſhould open a Communication. It was with 

Difficulty that, I found Means to raiſe ſo imall a Sum as 2500 Rupees, to diſtribute among the Se- 

poys for their preſſing Neceſſities. I muſt add, though foreign from my immediate Subject, that 


the Sepoys bore their Diſtreſſes without expreſſing the leaſt Impatience under them. 


« Being accuſtomed, from my Experience of the Intereſt which Beneram Pundit had always 
taken in the Succeſs of our Affairs, and as a Kind of Acknowledgment of it, to treat him with a 
greater Freedom of Communication than other Perſons in his Situation, I occaſionally mentioned 


to him, without any Expectation or Thought of obtaining any Relief from him, the Difficulties 


under which I laboured for Want of preſent Subſiſtence. He inſtantly, and with ſome Eager- 
neſs, replied, That his Family at Banaris were in Poſſeſſion of a Lack of Rupecs, collected in 
Specie, of which he made me the inſtant-Offer, propoſing that a Battalion of Sepoys ſhould be ſent 
to bring it away; his Brother at the ſame Time offering to accompany the Eſcort, and to deliver 
the Money. 1 thankfully acccpted the Offer, and ſhould have adopted the Mode they recom- 
mended for bringing away the Money, had I: not been fearful of expoſing their Family to the 
Vengeance of Cheit Sing; and as my Dewan had been left at Banaris, I hoped by his Means to 
procure the Treaſure to be tranſported to Chunar, and I received their Orders for the Delivery of 
it to him. But in this Expedient I was diſappointed, for the Dewan was ſo concealed, that my 
Letter could not reach him, and Gopaul Doſs, the Banker, through whoſe Agency the intended 
Plan was to be effected, was about the ſame Time apprehended and carried a Priſoner to Lutteef- 
poor, where the Rajah reſided ; neither could I at that Time deviſe any other Contrivance to avail 
myſelf of the Aſſiſtance which had been thus generouſly preſſed upon me. When I returned to 
Banaris, Beneram Pundit renewed the ſame Tender; and although my Diſtreſs for Money was not 


then equal in any Degree to that which had before prompted him to make it, I agreed to accept it, 


willing to furniſh an incontrovertible Proof of his Sincerity in the Firſt Offer, and ſtrengthen the 
Teſtimony which I have herein given of his ſteady Attachment to our Government. The whole 
Sum, amounting to One Lack of Banaris Sicca Rupees, was received between the zoth of Sep- 
tember and the iſt of October: I have granted to Beneram Pundit a Bond for the ſame, at the uſual 
Rate of Intereſt, and in the uſual Form, except that it has only my Signature to it. I hope and 
requeſt that the Board will be pleaſed to confirm it. . | 

+2 +7 00" RR | I have the Honour to be, &c. 

13th October 1781. | Warren Haſtings (a).“ 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 20. 


6 Num. 2, A. C 


% 


Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 1ſt of November 1781, reſpecting the 


Eſtabliſhment of Police and Courts of Judicature in the Town of Banaris. 


« TO Edward Wheler and John Macpherſon Eſquires, Members of the Council of 
| | Fort William, s ; 
« Gentlemen, ff, 175 
4 Having thought it neceſſary to eſtabliſh Courts of Judicature for the Protection of the Perſons 
and Property of the Inhabitants of the Town of Banaris, I now do myſelf the Honour to lay be- 


(a4) Vide ſupra, P. 226. 


fore 


4389 9 
fore you a Copy of the Plan on which theſe Courts are formed. I ſhall proceed to ſubmit to you 
the Reaſons which have given riſe to this Plan, and flatter myſelf that they will induce you to ho- 
nour it with your Concurrence and Approbation. | | | | | 
« The Town of Banaris has long been deficient in all thoſe Regulations which in populous 
Places are neceſſary for the Preſervation of Peace and good Order, and the Protection of the Pro- 
perty and Perſons of the Inhabitants. Whilſt, however, the Sovereignty over it was retained by 
the Nabob of Oude, ſome Appearance of publick Juſtice was ſtill preſerved, and the Awe of a 
deſpotic Prince produced Reſtraints on the Minds and Actions of Individuals, which bore a Re- 
ſemblance, however faint, ta the Effects of more regular and perfect Inſtitutions. But theſe Re- 
ſtraints ceaſed with the Cauſe which produced them. By the Treaty made with the Nabob 
Aſot-ud-Dowlah, on the 2 1ſt of May 1773, the Sovereignty of Banaris was ceded to the Com- . 
pany, and ſoon after the Cutwallee, or Superintendance of Police, was formally made over by us 5 
to the late Rajah. From this Period the Appearance of publick Juſtice was gradually effaced, until 
at laſt, without any Syſtem of Police, any Courts of Judicature, or any Awe of the ſovereign 
Power, the Inhabitants of Banaris were guilty of Enormities and Crimes which reflected the greateſt 
Ditgrace on the Government to which they were ſubjet, The Relations and Dependants of the 
Rajah, or the Merchants whoſe Credit was uſeful in the Payment of the Revenue, might violate 
the Rights of their Fellow Citizens with Impunity; and the ſacred Character of a Bramin, or the 
high Rank of the Offender, were Conſiderations which ſtamped a Pardon on the moſt flagitious 
Crimes. e $0131 iti nat $f ct | | 
„ Such was the State in which I found the civil Government of the Town when I arrived at Ba- 
naris. All Ranks of People joined in their Repreſentations of the Neceſſity of Reformation; 
and this appeared the more neceſſary from a Conſideration of the Circumſtances which are peculiar 
to Banaris. Its Temples are held in particular Veneration by the Profeſſors of the Hindoo Reli- 
gion, who flock to them on occaſional Pilgrimages from the moſt remote Parts of Hindoſtan ; and 
many who have acquired independent Fortunes, retire to cloſe their Days in a Place ſo eminent] 
eſteemed. for its Sanctity. It may therefore rather be conſidered as the Seat of the Hindoo Reli- 
ion, than the Capital of a Province. But its Inhabitants are not compoſed of Hindoos only; the 
Prater Wealth which flowed into it from the Offerings of Pilgrims, as well as from the Tranſac- 
tions of Exchange, for which its central Situation is peculiarly adapted, has alſo attracted Num- 
bers of Mahomedans, who ſtill continue to reſide in it with their Families. Amoneſt ſuch a Mix- 
ture of Perſons, moſtly without Employment, of different Countries, and of different Sets and 
Religions, it is obvious that every Defect of Civil Government muſt be productive of more than 
ordinary Evilsz and theſe Evils are propagated in all Quarters of India, to the Diſcredit of our 
Government, and co the Hindrance and Diſcouragement of thoſe who, under more favourable Cir- 
cumſtances, might wiſh to repair with their Wealth to Banaris. ene i 
For theſe Reaſons, after. my Return from Chunar, when I began to ſettle the Affairs of this 
Province, the Reformation of the Civil Government of the Town of Banaris was one of the firſt 
Objects to which I.thought it neceſſary to turn my Attention. The Plan which I have formed is 
now ſubmitted to your Conſideration. You will obſerve, that I have eſtabliſhed Three diſtinct De- 
partments for the Police, and the Civil and Criminal Juriſdiction; and I have put the Whole under 
the Regulation and Controul of One Chief Magiſtrate, who is to be ſubje& to the immediate Or- 
ders of the Board. It was at firſt my Intention to have ipcluded alſo under his Authority the Col- 
lection of the Revenues. and Cuſtoms of the Town; but I found that this would give great Diſcon- 
tent ta the new Rajah, and might perhaps hurt his Influence in the Management of the Revenues 
of the reſt of the Province; I have therefore left it out; at the ſame Time I am ſenſible that ir is a 
Defect which may occaſion ſome Inconveniencies, from the claſhing of the Authorities of the Rajah 
and the Chief, M h enn | D | M 
The Perſon whom I have choſen to fill the important Station of the Chief Magiſtrate, is Allee 
Ibrahim Khan, a Man who has long been perſonally known to myſelf, and I believe ro many In- 
_ dividuals of our Government, and whoſe Character for Moderation, Diſintereſtedneſs, and 
Senſe, will bear the Teſt of the ſtricteſt Enquiry. On his good Conduct muſt. doubtleſs, in a 
Meaſure, depend the Succefs of a Plan which. is to take Effect at ſo remote a Diſtance from 
e Seat of our Government; and it is chiefly. from the Reliance which I have in him perſonally, 
that I have ventured to delegate a Degree of Authority to him, which it would perhaps be unſafe 
to veſt in a Perſon of a leſs eſtabliſhed Charactemn. 
In forming the Eſtabliſhment, I have calculated the Allowances of the Chief Magiſtrate and 
his Officers in Proportion to the Importance and Degree of Truſt annexed to their ſeveral Employ- 
ments; and I have fixed them at ſuch Rates, as will ſet them above the Neceſſity, and I hons-ahe 
Temptation, of having Recourſe for a Subſiſtence to the Practices of Corruption. 
7 c Jo 5 pF 6 W uh 
« Banaris, 1ſt November 1781, _ Gentlemen, W 9 
e | I; * Your moſt obedient Servant, 
MEE OY DEAE ITE & 181k ——— — — ; Warren Haſtings (a).“ 


_ 4 


— —„ 


(a) Vide ſupra, P. 147. 


Read, 
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| ( 590 ) 2 . 
Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page gs. 
% Num. 4. D. He | * 


« Copy of a Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 25th of November 1781, 
reſpecting the Appointment of Meſſrs. Anderſon and Chapman. | 


« To Edward Wheler, and John M*Pherſon, Eſqrs. Members of the Council of Fort William. 


« Gentlemen, ut 65 | led, 
I have the Honour to tranſmit to you Copies of my Inſtructions ſeverally delivered to Mr. 
Anderſon and Mr. Chapman; the former deputed to Mahdajee Sindia, and the latter to Naugpoor. 
Both are ſo conſonant to your Wiſhes, and to the Commands of our Honourable Superiors, that 
they will need no Comment or Explanation , unleſs it ſhall appear, that the Miſſion of Mr, Chap- 
man is rather oſtenſible than real, little being given him in Charge, but to preſerve the Friendſhip 
unimpaired between the Government to which he is deputed and ours. In effect, the Advantages 
propoſed by it are rather contingent, than ſuch as could be preſcribed as determined Objects; 
an Attention was neceſſary to an ancient and approved Friend of our Government, on the Occaſion 
of our availing ourſelves of a different Influence, I have judged it neceſſary to provide for a new 
Channel of Correſpondence with that Government itſelf, having loſt that on which I had hitherto 
laced a confident and effectual Reliance, in the Dewan Dewaugur Pundit. Bat my principal 
ope from this Deputation is, that it may prove the Means of quickening the Concluſion of the 
Peace with the Marattah State, by making it an Obje& of Comperition to the Two moſt-power- 
ful Members of it. It is not the profeſſed Object of Mr. Chapman's publick Credentials, and 
therefore not liable to any juſt Grounds of Jealouſy in Mahdajee Sindia z but from my Experience 
of the general Tenor of the Policy of the late Dewan, which the Veneration paid to his Judgement, 
eſpecially by the Rajah himſelf, will continue to make the Rule of the preſent Adminiſtration, or 
whatever may decidedly ſucceed to his, I have no Doubt that either the Rajah will endeavour to 
counteract our Endeavours to obtain a Peace, that we may ultimately have Recourſe to him for 
effecting it; or that he will himſelf precipitate it, if he ſees it likely to be accompliſhed by an- 
other, that he may have the ſole Merit of it, and preſerve his Conſequence with both Parties, by 
having been the ſucceſsful Mediator between us. You will obſerve, that I have fufficiently guarded 
Mr. Chapman's Inſtructions againſt the Poſſibility of their claſhing with Mr. Anderſon's. 

J am certain that Mr. Chapman will think it no Degradation to act under the Controul of Mr. 
Anderſon, for whoſe Abilities he entertains a very high and deſerved Reſpe&t. _ 

« Mr. Anderſon left Banaris, to proceed on his Deputation, on the 5th of this Month, and Mr. 
Chapman on the 17th : The former accompanied by his Brother, Lieutenant Anderſon, whom I 
appointed his Aſſiſtant, granting him the Allowance uſually annexed to ſuch Office; and by Tuf- 
fuzzul Hooſſain Khan, a Native of the firſt Abilities in Indoſtan, who had been employed by me 
under Major Palmer, during his Deputation to the Ranah of Ghode, and had rendered material 
Services to our Government, and who I knew would be very ufeful to Mr. Anderſon in his Nego- 


ciations, from the Character which he bears throughout the Country for his Integrity and Know- 


ledge: His Salary I fixed at a Thouſand Rupees per Month. Mr. Chapman is accompanied by 
Mr. John White, whom I have appointed his ant, with the ſame Allowance that is given to 
Lieutenant Anderſon ; and as the Service on which he is employed is merely te „I ſhould 
hope that the Offices which he holds in Calcutta will not be conſidered as vacated by this Appoint- 
ment, Mr. Anderſon is authorized by me to draw the ſame Allowances that were given Colonel 
Gay Fw appointed to the Court of Poona; and Mr, Chapman the ſame that are given to 
Mr. Anderſon. | = 
] requeſt the Board will be pleaſed to communicate to Mr. Anderſon any Orders which they 
have lately ſent, or may hereafter fend, to Brigadier Genera} Goddard, that may be neceſfary for his 
Information, or any Inſtructions given to our Reſident at the Court of Hydrabad, reſpecting the 
1 of Peace between us and the Marattahs, that the whole Subject may be com- 
lete] im. | | | | 
Pi Colonel Muir having been unable yet to furniſh me with the Particulars of the lace Negociation 
with Mahdajee Sindia, by reaſon, as his laſt Letters mention, of the dangerous and continued 
Sickneſs of Captain Ford, to whom he had committed the Execution of that Buſineſs; and having 


_ tranſmitted to me the Perſian Copy of the Treaty, I have the Honour to forward the ſame for your 


. preſent Information. 
« Chunar, &« T have the Honour to be, &c. &c. | 
25th of November 1781. | Warren Haſtings (a).“ 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next read another Letter to 


prove that the Defendant was conſtantly in the Habit of writing to the Council. 


4 — — * ot * 
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* 


(a) Vide ſupra, P. 178. 
"Ret Read, 


5 | 5 155 30 * 
1 a Letter to- the: TIER General and Council at Calcutta, ſigned Warren 


Haſtings, and dated Benares, 22d October 178, from a Conſultation of zʒth Novem- X 
ber 1 We. in Book 36, already delivered in, . at Tags 722 of the” aid 


* 


n * NO enen 5 : 757 « + Fort William, oth November 1781. 


44 At a Council; Preſent. 1 geeret Dept. 


ere e e , e FF 
3 7 5 John Macpherſon, tau, Mp: l = 


e | The Govemar General un n n n in abe hows e ane, : 

Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on dee Fore St. Seb. . | 

[= Read) he bern Lee and leise fron the cee: Genera ce teandt— gon 
To Edward Wheler,Equire, . ee. 
„ eee, e A ac 


« tlemen, gag 
I have received from the Secretary, at the Preſidency the following Papers — n to me 
by the Directions of Mr. Wheler, and have Pleaſure in making my r ee to Mr. 


Wheler for a Communication of them to me. \ þ $26 F 2's os You: 


« Copy of a Letter from the Adwiralty.ty.the Board, CAL 3d July. 8 ey of 53 


Ditto of the Board's Reply to ditto, dated 24th September.. 118% 
a Paws,» Lent hom e . Eye Can th cet cm 2 65 
7 uly 8 1 
and Copy of « Lene rom the Preſident and Council = Fart St. George to the Governo Geoeral, 
uaci 2 . A vi 
4 ito of a Lerter from the Preſident and Self: Commit at Foi St George d dio dated 
20 1 5 
> 2 of a Letter from Sir Eyre Conte to the Board, dated goth July... 1 000 i, 61 * 
Ditto of a Letter written by the Board to Mr. Turing on the 24th September. 75 
» Ditto of a Letter from the Freſident and Select Committee at Bambay, dated 30 July, ich 


Two Incloſures. - | 44010 4 121 
9 Diuo of a Letter from Brigadier General Goddard, dated ach Icy, \with . Three, FR 


ſures. | - 
_ Cop ies of Letters from the Board 0 the bee ent and See Comminte at Bombay, and to | 


Brigatier General Goddard, dated 24th, September. | 
Board during my Abſence from, it, 
giving them e 1 the Addition of ſuch Reaſons in ſu N = home ns 
„during the next A ſame Conviction of its Neceſliry, 
at all Times ready, to afford us the Aid of their, Opinioga. apoo thels Subjoris when. 
2 Queſtion which I am not ſufficiently Maſter of the Subject to determine, 
fixed in an Opinion which I have before entertained, if not expreſſed to the Board, that 


4 I; have. great Pleaſure in adding to. the : Proceeding of 
whatever Strength may be afforded them —.2 I believe 1 may ſay, literal Appro- 
bation. of their Orders upon 8 800 of e hey i and in o the Ke 

marks which I defire their Permiſſion to make on them, I am x influeyced cel Ard 
my ſeparate Know I left Calcutta, and could not have Boar, when 
the Letters to which = reply were under their Conſideration. a ri, 
ALentirely ap rove of the Vin oper, Communic An La Lp gas 
Ultimo, for., preſerving a free and 7 unication cen Bengal and the Ports 1 | 

| the Board have, for the n , and deem it the moſt uſeful — 224 
Company on which the Fleet, om they of 1 it, can be employ ed. If any Obi ection ſhould pre- 
vail with the Admiral againſt ſtationing it in the 25 bf d Balaſo Perſons con in the 
Navi papa of theſe Seas ani of ſuch. ther ar Gentlemen, at -t Profidenicy, w li 
could eaſily point yo ſome Place contiguous to it, where Shi t lie with more —— 
and their Services be as effectual as in the Road of Balaſore. I remember-to have heard that at 
Coringa there is a good Road for Ships to lie in. The Situation is certainly convenient * but 
whether it will admit Ships of ſuch Depth in the Water as his. Majeſty's large e of War, is 

Il have read with Satisfaction Sir Eyre Coote's 7 — to the Board, of the zoth July, even 
thoſe Parts of it which contain an implied Cenſure of our Meaſures. The Language of, it 

_ widely from the Terms of that of which we had ſo much Reaſon to complain of in is Lener 0 
the 1ſt March. It is liberal, and ſuch as becomes a Man of Character and Station. I am 1 


Ground of his unpleaſant Differences with us, as 2 parent in the Courſe of his Correſpondence 
from the Time of his Arrival upon the Coaſt, i 5 Formation of the Military e 
which we paſſed in the Beginning of this Year, and which he ſeems to think were framed from 
Motives of perſonal Hoſtility to him, and without à ſufficient Reaſon, . purpoſely; to overſet 
thoſe we had paſſed at his Recommendation in Auguſt 1779. Although I cannot fuppoſe ſuch 
. ²˙ ²˙⸗ . 


* 


to our Actions, fince it does not appear in what Way they can affect either his Repbtation os m- 
tereſt, if regarded in a vindictive Light, and are too iateroſting to our own Credit in the Canes 
uence, to have been undertaken without a ſtrong Conviction of their Neceſſity : Yet, as the | 
Gas for the Meaſure may not have been compleatly before them, or may be lightly remembered 
when theſe Strictures upon them are read, I muſt beg the Board's Permiſſion repeat in this Place, 
what I have before declared on our Records, and what is ſufficiently apparM to-any one who will 
ive an impartial Conſideration to the Subject; that theſe Regulations were framed to anſwer an 
immediate Exigency of the publick Service, and were reſo upon in a State of Affairs, very dif- 
ferent from that which exiſted when I gave my Conſent to paſſing thoſe which were recommended, 
in 1779, by Sir Eyre Coote. The Board will recollect, that when we reſolved to detach the Forces 
under Colonel Pearſe to the Coaſt of Coromandel, the Meaſure was founded on a particular Requeſt, 
made to us by the General himſelf, before he took his Departure from Bengal; and that, at the 
ſame Time that we well knew how ſerviceable ſuch a Reinforcement would be to his Operations on 
the Coaſt, the Dangers with which our own Provinces were threatened by the Neighbourhood of 
the Berar Army to their Borders; the Effects which the Fear of Invaſion might naturally be ſuppoſed 
to have upon the Minds of the timid People of Bengal; and, above all, the Conſequences that might 
be expected to ariſe from the —_ of Hyder's Agents with the Country Powers, conlideratily. 
aſſiſted by his great Succeſs in the Carnatic; fo large a Force could ill be ſpared from the Prote&ion- 
of the Company's Poſſeſſions in this Part of India, It was at the ſame Time, I believe, within the 
ie in Orig. private Knowledge of the Members of * Board, that even our reduced Force was not actually ſuch 
as it * p- on the Returns; I mean to ſay, that, had we required inſtant Service for the Numbers 
which ſtood on the Returns, we ſhould have been greatly diſappointed—fuch was the Practiee of the 
Service, founded upon a very reproachful Cuſtom ; and all our Efforts, in the Trial of various and 
Expedients to ſuppreſs it, had hitherto proved ineffectual. In ſuch a Situation, it became 
not only abſolutely neceſſary, that new Levies ſhould be raiſed to ſupply the Loſs which we ſhould 
ſuffer from the March of Colonel Pearſe's Detachment to the Coaſt but that the nominal Stren 
of our Forces ſhould alſo be its real one. Regulations were accordingly propoſed by Brigaties 
General Stibbert, and reſolved on by us, to effect fo deſirable an End: An Increaſe of Numbers 
dequate to the Loſs of Colonel Pearſe's Detachment was to take Place, and the Subaltern Officers 
of the ſeveral Companies of the Battalions, were ſeparately intruſted with the Pay and Muſter of 
their Corps, and, by the Duties preſcribed to them, were made, as far as the Good of the Services 
would allow, without intruding upon the Authority neceffarily vefted in the Commanding Officers, 
a Check upon their Captains, More was yet thought politick and expedient: At the tne Time 
that we reſolved upon Meafures for maintaining a large Force fit for Duty whenever called on, and 
upon which we could always depend, we determined to increaſe the Number of our Battalions to a 
houſand Men; this Body was called a Regiment, and the Regiment divided into two Battalions 
of 500 Men in each. This Diminution of Strength in each Battalion, as it ſtood on the former 
Eſtabliſhment, if known, would appear of little Moment in the Eyes of the Country Powers, and 
an Augmentation of the Numbers of our Battalions would impreſs them with the Awe of an in- 
creaſed Army. Having admitted no private Advantage whatever, and ſomething more than the 
common Pay of the Rank of Captain being thought due to the Officers commanding ſo large a 
Corps as a Regiment of 1000 Men, we reſolved on a general Promotion, giving the Commands of 
che Regiments to Majors, and by affording them the Pay of that Rank, and ſome other Advan- 
tages, placing them above the Neceſſity or Deſire of taking Profits which we wiſhed to annul. I 
will add for myſelf, that I was influenced in giving my Concurrence in this Meaſure (and I believe 
Mr. Wheler was ſo likewiſe) by a Deſire of ſhewing ſome Diſtinction to a Number of deferving Men, 
whole Exertions for the Publick Service might ſoon become peculiarly —— who would 
naturally feel a greater Zeal to do Credit to their Profeſſion, when they found themſelves placed in 


higher and more reſponſible Situations, than if they continued undiſtinguiſhed in lower ones. This 
Alteration in our Eſtabliſhment, ſeparately conſidered, would of courſe be attended with ſome In- 
creaſe of CR but it makes a Part only of a general Regulation, which provides a large Aug- 
mentation of Force, yet makes the Expence of the whole Army leſs than it was upon its former 
Footing. In aſſerting this, I am warranted by the Eſtimates delivered in to us by General Stibberr, 
on the 26th December laſt, when the new Regulations were under Conſideration. | 
& The new Regulations being in Force before Colonel Pearſe's Detachment went away, it, 
with the reft of our Army, was modelled by them ; it partook, with it, of the ſame general 
Benefit, as to nominal Strength, and indeed received ſome Increaſe of its former Numbers ; for, 
to make the Arrangement good, we added ſome Companies, and ſent to the General's Afiſtance 
1 7 a Detachment of Five Regiments of 1000 Men, inſtead of Six Battalions of 800. If the Officers 
on the Madraſs Eſtabliſhment have been Sufferers by an Arrangement which the publick Service 
of this Country has made neceſſary, I will not cenſure them for complaining ; but I muſt attri- 
bute the Cauſe to the Meaſure of breaking our Detachment, and dividing it among the 
Corps of the Madraſs Eſtabliſhment, which, however neceſſary in the Judgement of the Com- 
mander in Chief, I recollect to be contrary to the Inſtructions of this Government, communicated 
to him when the Detachment moved from our Provinces. | | 
« F obſerve that Sir Eyre Coote remarks on the Staff allowed to a Major of Colonel Pearſe's 
| Detachment, and thenceforth thinks it fit to reflect on the unneceſſary Expence which we have 
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permitted to be incurred in the C of that Corps. The only Major of Colonel Pearſe's. De- 
tachment that had a Staff was Major Edmondſon, expreſsly appointed nd in command of it: It 
has been always uſual, I believe, for the Second in Command of fo large a Force to have the Staff 
which was allowed to Major Edmondſon ; but it was not intended, nor was it neceſſary, that it 
ſhould be continued to him longer than he held that Station, and therefore when he no more was 
Second in Command, as would be the Caſe when a Junction was effected between the Detachment 
and the Main Army, he of courſe would loſe the Rights and Properties of the Offices 

] beg Leave to aſſure the Board of my entire Concurrence in their Reply of the 24th Septem- 
ber to General Goddard's Letter of the 5th of July, and in that written by the Select Committee 
of the ſame Date. I have the Honour to tranſmit to them two Letters from General Goddard, 
bearing Date the 11th June and 6th Auguſt, which I received at Ch „ and have not been 
till lately able to tranſmit to them, on Account of the great Inſecurity of the Conveyance : To 
theſe I have yet made no Reply, and none is now neceſſary from me, the Sentiments of the 
Board, entirely conformable to my own, have already been expreſſed to him upon the moſt material 
Points of them ; and, as to the Reſt, the Board are much better able to judge; than I can be at this 
Diſtance from the Preſidency, how far the Plan propoſed by General Goddard, in his Letter of 
the xxth of June, or that foblequendly propoſed by the Preſident and Select Committee of Bom- 
bay, of which no Intimation has yet been ſent me, for ſupplying the Troops an the Malabar Coaſt 
with Proviſions, can be complied with, without affecting the more eſſential Claims of the Army 
under Sir Eyre Coote, and the Settlement at Fort St. George. 

I have been ſorry to obſerve, on a Peruſal of General Goddard's Letter to the Board of 6th 
Auguſt, that. the General had miſtaken the Senſe and Meaning of our Orders of the 11th of June, 
reſpecting a Peace with the Maratta State; I judge ſo from my preſent Recollection of them, for I 
have not a Copy with me.—In a Minute, which the General has delivered at a Meeting of the 
Select Committee, and extracted in his Letter to us, he aſſerts, that one of the. Events, in which 
the Powers which we had granted him were to be exerciſed, was the Deputation of Dewagur 
Pundit Moodajee Dewan to Poona, for the Purpoſe of mediating between this Government and the 
Marattas; whereas I believe that our Inſtructions to the Ge „ not only provided for the Depu- 
tation of Dewagur Pundit to Poona, but of any one elſe who might be appointed to go there by 


the Court of Nagpoor. | „ 3 
robation of the Orders ſent. to Bombay, and to Brigadier Ge- 


4 I have already expreſſed my App | 

neral Goddard, on the 24th September, againſt a Plan of offenfive Operations, and arr Augmen- 
tation of the Military Eſtabliſhment on that Coaſt. The Reaſoning in favour of an Increaſe of | 
their Army, is doubtleſs overſet, by their own Confeſſion of Inability to maintain what they have 9 
already, and we are unable to ſupply them. I have not yet ſeen the Plan of offrnſive Opera- | 
tions recommended, but I am generally againſt it, not being able to diſcover to what uſeful Ob- | 
ject ĩt can tend, be it what it may. This Government has no Object but a Peace; we have ac- | 
quired all that we ſought for when 'we were forced into the War, and we have offered a lange P 
of that Whole to effect a Peace. But I am influenced by till further Reaſons for oppoling 
the Orders ſent to Brigadier General Goddard; and theſe I ſhalt now reeite; firft making an 
Apology to the Board for not having before given them publick Information of the Facts on 
which they were grounded. I alluded to them diſtantly in an official Letter which I wrote Mr. 
Wheler from Chunar ; but from a Fear of its being intercepted, it was expreſſed with ſo much 
Caution, that I. fear may not exactly have been underſtood. ' In a private Letter, which I have 
ſince written to Mr. Wheler, I have been more explicit; and ſhall be obliged to him if he will 
be — lay before the Board, and record upon their Proceedings, ſuch Part of it as relates to 
the Subject. : | | rer. 

« I was made to underſtand by a Letter which I received from Colonel Muir, and by diſtant 
Advances made to me after my Firſt Arrival at this Place, that Madajee Scindia was very deſirous 
of a Peace. His Wiſhes coinciding with thoſe of our Government, I ſent Orders to Colonel 
Muir to negociate, and full Powers to conclude a ſeparate Peace with him, accompanied by In- 
ſtructions for the Colonel's Guidance in fixing the Conditions of it. As theſe appear to be the 

Orders on which a Treaty has ſince been „I tranſmit a Copy of them encloſed for the 
Information of the Board, together with a Copy of my Credentials to Colonel Muir : They were 
both drawn up to go in the ſmalleſt Compaſs poffible, on Account of the Danger to the por, 
A OO Period. Saon after I had diſpatched theſe Orders, and they cou 
reach Colonel Muir, I received from him. a Communication of his Correſpondence with Scindia, 
with reſpect to the Conditions of a Peace, and was happy to find by it, that the Conditions, to 
which Scindia would agree, were, except in very trivial Inſtances, the ſame which I had em- 

powered Colonel Muir to yield. | 2 BO 

I have the Honour to tranſmit encloſed to the Board a Tranſlation of the Propo 


* 


ſal made to 
Colonel Muir by Scindia's Dewan, on the Part of his Maſter, a Copy of my Replies, and a Let- 
ter which I wrote to Colonel Muir on the 11th Ultimo. | 

A Truce had been reſpectively agreed on between the Two Commanders, and my Inſtructions 
to Colonel Muir fortunately reached him before the limited Period of it was expired, T have been 
for ſome Time in -hourly Expectation of hearing that the Treaty was concluded, having had the 


| 
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Satisfaction to learn from Colonel Muir, that neither the Arts of Cheit Sing, nor the worſt State of 


our Affairs in this Country, even the moſt exaggerated Account of them, appear to have affected 


the amicable Diſpoſition of the Maratta Chief. But as it will afford the Board Pleaſure to know 
what Progreſs Colonel Muir has made, I have the Honour to ſubjoin an Extract of the laſt Letter 
which I received from him, under Date the 6th inſtant: The Treaty is at laſt fairly made out, 
« and this Day tranſmitted to Scindia for his Approbation. To-morrow it will be returned; and, 


« if approved, Captain Ford will be diſpatched for“ to his Camp to fee the Signature and Seal 
« affixed; after which Interview I ſhall be able to write you fully on every Part of the im- 
« portant Charge entruſted to my Management.” To this Information I beg the Board's Per- 
miſſion to add an Extract of a private Letter from Colonel Muir's Camp, of yet a later Date. 
Seſſai, dated, 11th October 1781. The Treaty is ready, and Ford is to ſet out this Morning for 


« the Maratta Camp, to have it executed by the Pateel, as he has already approved of the Articles 


« in it.” = 

« The Board will obſerve in Scindia's Prapoſals for a feparate Peace, that he has promiſed. his 
Interpoſition at Poona for effecting a general Peace with the Maratta State; and as in ſuch Event 
it will be neceſſary to take ſome further Steps for ſecuring Succeſs to ſo deſirable an Object, I ſhall 
ſoon have Occaſion to addreſs the Board again on this important SubjeR. 


have the Honour to be, with great Eſteem, 
„ Benares, | Gentlemen, | 8 
the 22d October 1781. | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
Warren Haſtings. - 


« P. S. Since the above Letter was copied fair, I have received the Copy of a Minute delivered 
to the Board by Mr. Wheler on the 4th of laſt Month; and beg Leave to offer my Acknowledg- 
ments and Thanks to that Gentleman, for the honourable Teſtimony which he has afforded in it 
of his Approbation of my Conduct on the Occaſion to which it alludes. | 

| K. 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next prove that 
Mr. Haſtings pleaded Want of Time for not having once informed the Board of the 
extraordinary Circumſtance of the Diſaffection and Rebellion of the Begums: That 
he, during all that Time, correſponded with them upon every other Subject; and that 
in his Narrative he dated Letters as if they had been written at the Time dated par- 
ticularly, a Letter of the gth of November 1781; whereas the Narrative was not 
finiſhed profeſſedly till the 3 iſt of December 1781, and not ſent till the 2oth of Ja- 
nuary following. NOW | 


Read, the following Extract from a Conſultation of 12th N ovember 1781, from 
Book 36, already delivered in, beginning at Page 775 of the ſaid Book. | 


« Fort William, the 12th November 178 1. 
_ « At a Council; Preſent, & Ss 
ward Wheler, and : 
John Macpherſon, I Ecquires. | 
The Governor General abſent on a Viſit to the Northern Provinces. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at Fort St. George. 


Read, the following Letter and Encloſure from the Governor General : 


Gentlemen, 

« I loſe not an Inſtant in tranſmitting to you a Copy of a Letter which I have received from 
Colonel Muir, conveying to me the agreeable Account of his having concluded a Peace with Ma- 
dajee Sindia, and in congratulating you moſt heartily on this happy Event. I had the Honour of 
acquainting the Board, in my Letter of the 22d inſtant, with the Advances which had been made 
by the Pateel for a Treaty with us, and with the Orders which I had ſent to Colonel Muir to enter 
into it, and ſhall very ſoon do myſelf the Pleaſure of writing to you again particularly on the 
Subject, and of tranſmitting to you the Treaty which has been concluded, together with the Ex- 


planations promiſed in Colonel Muir's Letter, as ſoon as I receive them; 


I have the Honour to be, with the greateſt Regard and Eſteem, &c. 


« Benares, | (Signed) | 
29th October 1781. Warren Haſtings (5).” 
— — — a — — — — — 
(a) Vide Appendix, Ne LI. (% Vide Appendix, Ne LII. 


Read, 


'Tt Ws } 


Read alſo, from the ſame Book, Extract of a Conſultation of 19th November 178 1. 
beginning at Page 801 of the ſaid Box. 


| . « Fort William, 19th November 1981, 
« At * Council; DR | 
ward Wheler, an 
niet; i N La PE; yg L | Eſquires, 
The Governor General abſent on a Viſit to the Northern Provinces, 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote K. B. abſent on Service at Fort St. George. 


Read, the following Letter from the Governor General : 


“ Gentlemen 1 877 

„ I loſe no Time in informing you, that I have this Day, after much Difficulty, concluded the 
Settlement of this Zemindary for the fixed and perpetual annual Jumma of Forty Lacks of Ru- 
pees, payable in monthly Inſtalments of 2, 92, 727: 4: 6: 1 for each of the firſt Eleven Months of 
the Year, and Eight Lacks for the laſt or the Month of Bhaudan, with a Remiſſion of 6, 66, 666: 8. 
being the Amount of Two Months Collections eſtimated in equal Diviſions for the current Year. 
AI will prepare and forward to you, with all poſſible Expedition, Copies and Tranſlations of 
all the Papers relating to this Tranſaction. 

| « I have the Honour to be, &c. 


« Benaris, | | Signed) Warren Haſti 
5th November 1781. - Edward Wheler, 
„ ad John Macpherſon.” 

The Witneſs produced Book 83, intituled, © Bengal Secret Council, from 2d Ja- 
nuary to 25th March 1782.” | 


Read, the following Extract of Conſultation of 2d January 1 82, beginnin at 
Page 69 of the ſaid Book. 15 EL : 


| & Fort William, the ad of January 1782. 
1 66 LT) Council; Preſent, | 
= ward eler and 8 
5 John Macpherſon, Ircgures 
The Governor General abſent on a Viſit to the Northern Provinces. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at Fort Saint George. 


« Received Three Letters, as follows, from the Governor General. 


« Gentlemen, P 
« I] have the Honour to acknowledge my Receipt of your Letter of the 5th of laſt Month: 
It confirms to me the Pleaſure which I have received from the ſtrongeſt . Expreſſions of your 
Confidence in my Zeal and Exertions for the publick Service, and makes me happy by your 
Approbation of the Meaſures which I had adopted and communicated to you for the early Sup- 
prefſion of the Troubles in this Zemindary. I have completed the Narrative of my Proceedings 
to this Time, from that of my firſt Arrival at Benares, and ſhall do myſelf the Honour of tranſ- 
mitting it to the Board as ſoon as it is copied fair; but this, I fear, will be a Work of ſome Days, 
as the Papers are of conſiderable Length, and I have but few Aſſiſtants with me. | 

*« You do me the Honour of defiring my Opinion how the Government of Bombay ſhould 
be directed to act, in caſe General Meadows arrives there with the Troops under his Command; 
and whether, as General Meadows can have no direct Authority from the Company to act with 
their Troops, this Government ſhould not ſend him a ſpecial Authority.” | 

In Reply to this Queſtion, I beg Leave to ſubmit to you my Opinion That our Authority 
over the Company's other Preſidencies is merely negative; that even that negative Power is con- 
fined to Treaties of Alliance, and to reſtrain 3 from making War; and that although we 


may always recommend to them in what Manner to diſpoſe of the Troops ordered for their Service, 


we have no Right of appointing a Commander over any but our own Part of them : That General 
Meadows, being an Officer in His Majeſty's Service, has probably received general, though per- 
haps not ſpecial, Powers fram His Majeſty, and ſimilar Powers from the Eaſt India Company, to 
act with their Forces, in the Event of his coming to India; but that, if he has not received ſuch 
Powers, it is particularly the Province of Sir Eyre Coote, who holds the Commiſſion of Com- 


mander in Chief, as well over the King's Troops in India as thoſe of the Company, to delegate 


them to him; and that, if it belonged to our Government to grant ſuch Authority, I muſt de- 
clare my Opinion, without meaning to derogate in the leaſt from the Merits of General Meadows, 
that the Services rendered to the Company by Brigadier General Goddard, .and his local Bn. 
TM 7 M | oO 
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| ledge and Reputation, would entitle him to our Preference in the Command of any Forces em- 
ployed in the Weſtern Coaſt: Indeed I fear that our Influence will ſuffe by his Removal. 

The Exigencies of the Service, when the Reinforcement ſhall arrive, will beſt᷑ dictate to the 
Preſidency of Bombay in what Manner it ſhould be employed.—In the deſired Event of a Con- 
cluſion of the War with the Maratta State, and, if the Troops could be ſpared from the Purpoſes 
of Defence, I ſhould think it will be the Opinion of the Commander in Chief, that it might be 
uſefully employed with General Goddard's Detachment in an Invaſion of the Territories of Hyder 
Ally Cawn. e} | "= 1651 #- 1:8 EH 

. “ Benares, „ I have the Honour, &c. - 

the 11th December 1781, 2 (Signed) Warren Haſtjngs.” 


« Gentlemen, | of | | 

%] have received your Letter of the 224 Ultimo, accompanied by the Copy of à Letter to 
the Board from the Commander in Chief, on the Diſtribution to be made of the Forces in Conſe- 
' . quence of the Peace with Mahdagee Sindia, and the Termination of the Troubles in this 

Zemindary. 1 . I e hadet Rf d f e909 
I agree entirely with General Stibbert in his Opinion of the Expediency of an Addition in 
Artillery to the Garriſon of Fort William, and of Native Infantry for the Benefit and Security of 
the Provinces; and as there is not any Appearance at preſent of Hoſtilities in the Duab, or any 
Part of the Nabob's Dominions, I have limited the Number of Troops for the immediate Pro- 
tection and Security of his Country, to the Strength ſtipulated in the Subſidiary Treaty with the 
late Vizier, and my late Agreement with the preſent, allowing Four Regiments of Native Infantry 
to be equivalent to Six Battalions of the old Eſtabliſnment. An additional - Regiment of Sepoys, 
attached to the Station of Cawnpore, 1s allowed for the Service of Lucknow, according to my 
late Agreement with the Nabob. g FINE 
I have ordered Five Regiments of Sepoys to be ſtationed at Chunargur for the Service of the 
Garriſon, and for ſecuring Peace and Order until you ſhall either confirm that Arrangement, or 
make ſuch Alterations in it as you ſhall think proper in this Zemindarry, upon which the Collection 
of the Revenue eſſentially depends. | E: Long 

« I would propoſe, that Four Regiments of Sepoys, and a Proportion of Goolundaaz for the 
Artillery, ſhould be the eſtabliſhed Force for this Service; but as the Diſtricts of Jaunpore and Gauze- 
poor are expoſed to the Depredations of lawleſs Zemindars in their Neighbourhood, who infeſt and 
plunder them whenever the Troops are withdrawn, it will be neceſſary to ſtation Detachments in 
them, until thoſe Zemindars are ſeized or diſabled from giving any further Moleſtation. 

« The Remainder of the Troops of every Denomination beyond the Provinces, I have ordered 
immediately to Dinapoor, under the Command of Sir John Cumming, to whom, I requeſt the 
Board will ſend their Orders for the final Diſtribution of the Corps which he conducts into the 
Provinces. 

« As the Station of Dinapoor is of great Importance to the Security and Proſperity of one of 
our own principal Provinces, commodious for ſupplying Reinforcements to either the Upper or 
Lower Stations of the Army, and affords plentiful and cheap Supplies of Grain and other Pro- 
viſions to the Troops, with Returns beneficial to the publick Revenue, I beg Leave to-offer to the 
Board's Conſideration, and the Commander in Chief, the Propriety of cantoning there Five Regi- 
ments of Sepoys, the Cavalry, and a Proportion of Artillery. ; 30 4 
„The General has recommended that One Regiment of Cavalry ſhould be ſtationed there: I 
think it will be attended with conſiderable Benefit to the Service, and to the Country, to keep the 
whole Corps within the Provinces. It has been ſtationed at too remote a Diſtance for that 
Inſpection which is neceſſary to the Economy of new and untried Eſtabliſhments. 

<« I am entirely of Opinion with the Commander in Chief, that the Deficiencies of our European 
Corps is Matter of very ſerious Conſideration, particularly that of the Artillery, upon which 
Branch of the Military Service our Operations moſt materially depend for Succeſs. The Scantineſs 
and Uncertainty of Recruits from Europe affords but little Proſpe& of completing the European 
Corps to their preſent Eſtabliſhment. In a Time of general Hoſtility it would be inexcuſable to 
truſt to Chance for our Supplies, when a certain Expedient can be found. All the Officers with 
whom I have converſed have given Teſtimony in favour of the Practicability and Advantages of 
training the Natives to the Artillery Service, and that the Experiment which was made, in raiſing 
the late Corps of Golundaaz ſucceeded beyond Expectation. I am happy to find this Teſtimony 
confirmed and ſtrengthened by the Opinion and Recommendation of General Stibbert. 
have heard but one Objection made to ſuch a Corps, viz. the Danger of its becoming uſe- 
ful to an Enemy, by the great Encouragement which would be given to the Goolandaaz to deſert 
our Service, when perfect in their Diſcipline. This Objection is equally applicable to the other 
native Corps; but Experience, the beſt Teſt, has not given any Sanction to it, One European 
Officer, well inſtructed in the Theory and Practice of that Service, would afford more Improve- 
ments to our Enemies, in that Branch of Military Knowledge, than Ten Battalions of Golandaaz 
trained in our Service. | | & | ot 
| .« Ido 
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I do not mean to anſwer or diſapprove the Regulations eſtabliſhed by Sir Eyre Coote; but as 
they cannot be effected, and as our Situation abſolutely. requires that the Defects in our Military Ser- 
vice ſhould be ſupplied in the beſt Manner in our Power, I ho e the Board will take into their imme- 
diate Conſideration the Re- eſtabliſnment of the Goolundaaz Corps upon the late Plan, or ſuch other 
as General Scibbert ſhall adviſe... , ion Io lonannar od | 

« My Situation in the late Commotions here has urn me an Opportunity, of obſerving further 
Defects in the preſent Regulations of our Army. The taking from the Sepoys Corps the Artil- 
lery formerly attached to them, is attended with Delays on every Occaſion of ſudden Service, pro- 
ductive of Diſappointment, and hazarding Danger and Diſgrace. The native Infantry have a 
Confidence in, and an Attachment to, their Artillery, which have the beſt Effects on their Con- 
duct in Action. The Country, covered with Forts of various Extent and Strength, renders the 
Uſe of Ordnancè of ſome Kind almoſt indiſpenſable. in every Expedition; and it is well known 
how deſperate a Reſiſtance is generally made by the Garriſons of - the Country Forts, Shed aſ- 
faulted only with ſmall Arm. itt brit hes 45271 > ln 2th 
The Regiment commanded by Major Roberts could not have joined me with the ſeaſonable 
Supply of Money from Lucknow, if he had not obtained Two Pieces of Artillery from the Na» 
bob's Arſenal, and Major Crawford's Regiment from Dinapoor effected his Junction with great 
Difficulty ;- and after great Delay for the Want of proper Ordnance, although he was furniſhed 
with Two ſmall Field Pieces from Buxar, without them his Junction would Rarely have been 

racticable. ü 421) 1 bY I, tele 8 n * 
a Another Circumſtance I have obſerved, which, 2 apparently of little Moment, is not 
unattended with ſubſtantial Conſequences. This is the Effect which has been produced upon the 
Minds of our Sepoys, by taking the Colours from every Company, and allowing only Two to 2 
Regiment. This is regarded by the Sepoys as an unmerited Degradation, who made the Preſerva · 
tion of them a Point of Honour. Even Prejudices ſhould be indulged where they are innocent; 
but the Attachment of the Sepoys to their Colours appears to be convertible to very beneficial 
Military Purpoſes. The ſame Obſervation may be applied to the Guns, and with a Force propor- 
tioned to their ſuperior Utility. I will treſpaſs for a Moment on the Patience of the Baard, to re- 
late an Incident which ſtrongly impreſſed me with an Opinion of the Propriety .of making the Ar- 
tillery as inſeparable from the Sepoys Corps as their ſmall Arms. In the Year 1777, when the 
Stations of the Army were to be relieved, I propoſed that all the Artillery ſhould remain un- 
moved, and left to be attached to the ſucceeding Corps at the reſpective Stations. Colonel Hugh 
Grant, who then commanded the Second Brigade, repreſented to me that the Sepoys had ſo ſtrong 
an Attachment to their Cannon, and to thoſe particular Pieces which had been poſted to their Bat- 
talions, that it would be a Cauſe of much Diſcontent even to exchange. it; and he aſſured me 
that it was the Practice of the Sepoys, on their Days of religious Feſtivals, to decorate the Guns 
with Wreaths of Flowers, and pay a Kind of Adoration to them. 

« By late Intelligence which I have received through various Channels, the Condu of Mah- 
dajee Scindia does not 7 ſtrictly compatible with the Spirit of his Engagements in the late 
Treaty with us. I have therefore directed Colonel Morgan to ſuſpend the Orders for the March 
of the Troops into the Provinces, until he ſhall receive Aſſurances from Mr. Anderſon of Scindia's 
en bn pane to the Conditions of the Treaty, and of the Peace made with him being firmly 
eſtabliſhed. | 

« Benares, | « I have the Honour, &c. 
13th December 1781. JUL | 


Warren Haſtings.” 


« Gentlemen, | | 
« J have the Honour to lay before you Copies of Letters which I have lately received from 
Mr. Anderſon and Colonel Muir, and of my Inſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, written in Reply to 
his Two Letters; alſo Copies of Letters written to and received from Madajee Scindia, which 
2 8 with the preſent State of the Negociation depending between the Company and 
that Chief. * 
4 Benares, I have the Honour, &c. 3 
13th December 1781. - Warren Haſtings.” 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, They would next produce 
a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Board at Calcutta, dated the 25th of December 
1781, in which, for the Firſt Time, the Defendant mentioned the Rebellion and 
Treaſon of the Begums, on Account of which he had withdrawn the Company's Gua- 
rantee, upon the 19th of September preceding. 


Read, alſo, from Book 83 already delivered in, the following Extract of A Conſul- 
tation of the 14th January 1782, * at Page 179 of the ſame Book. 
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Fort William, the 14th January 1982, 
% At a Council; Preſent, : „ 
Edward Wheler, and | . nf cas | 
Tohn MePherfor, _ J Eſquires | 
The Governor General abſent on. a Viſit to the Northern Provinces. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at Fort Saint George. 


f 


« Received the following Letters from the Governor General. 4 
« Gentlemen, | i 2 145 
« have the Honour to tranſmit to you Copies of a Letter from Mr. Middleton, of my An- 


ſwer thereto, and of my Inſtructions to Colonel Morgan in Conſequence. | | 


An early and proper Exertion of our Military Force will effectually ſupport the Authority of 


the Vizier, and in all Probability prevent any dangerous Combination amongſt the Jagherdars, which 


their Wealth and numerous Dependants might otherwiſe enable them to form for reſiſting the Re- 
ſumption of their Jagheers. | 5 Non VT. «th | 

In exceeding the Number of Troops expreſsly demanded on this Occaſion by the Vizier, 1 
have conſulted only his Security and Advantage ; and I am convinced, from my own Informa- 
tion of the State of his Country, as well as from Mr. Middleton's Repreſentation, that it is bur 
anticipating a further Requiſition, which if deferred until the refractory and diſaffected Perſons 
on become formidable, will be attended with great Hazard and proportionate Expence to the 

izier. | 

«© The Nabob having experienced from me ſo ready an Attention to relieve him from the con- 
ſtant Expence of the temporary Brigade, cannot think it unreaſonable that the Subſidy for the 
occaſional Force now to be employed for his internal Security, ſhould be liberal and adapted to 
the Circumſtances under which we furniſh it, as well as including. its actual Diſburſements. It is 
on this Principle that I ſhall eſtimate it, after having aſcertained as preciſely as poſſible the fixed 
and contingent Expences. . 

Upon theſe Grounds, I hope that I ſhall meet with the Approbation of the Board in the Steps 
which I have taken. | ; 

« The Detachment under Major Popham being ſickly, and the Services for which it is 
formed completely executed, I have ordered it to be diſſolved, and the Troops compoſing it to be 
put under the Command of Colonel Blair, for the Protection of this Country, until the final Ar- 
rangement for this Duty ſhall be ſettled by the Board. | | | 


« Benares, . have the Honour to be, &c. 
25th December 1781. (Signed) | Warren Haſtings.” 
« Sir, | x 


The Nabob Vizier having appointed an Aumil to take Charge of the Begum's Jagheers, ſhe - 
had, it appears, prepared a large Body of Troops, with a ſuppoſed Deſign to reſiſt him. A violent 
and threatening Letter, which I have juſt received from the Begum, would ſeem to leave no Doubt 
of her Intentions to ſupport the already declared Licentiouſneſs of her Servants in oppoling the 
Nabob's Orders; I have therefore been obliged to join my Solicitations to the Vizier's for obtaining 
a Regiment from Colonel Morgan, to ſupport the Aumil in the Execution of his Excellency's 
Commands; and I may add, that unleſs my Judgment far miſleads me, we ſhall be in Want of ſtill 
further Aid, before the Meaſure of reſuming the Jagheers ſhall be fully eſtabliſhed, and the 
Country reſtored to that State of Tranquillity and Subordination which it enjoyed before the 
Contagion ſpread by Cheyt Sing's Machinations. | „ 5 44 

« I encloſe Copy of my Letter to Colonel Morgan, and have the Honour to be, &c. 

Lucknow, . (Signed) Nathaniel Middleton, 
19th December 1781. Reſident at the Court of the Vizier (a).“ 


« A true Copy, ſigned E. Hay, Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board.” 


Read, Extract of Appendix to the Narrative of the Inſurrection at Benaris, begin- 


ning at Page 1 of the ſame. 
DE | % NuM. 1. A. | | 120 


« Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated the 29th of November 1781, reſpecting | 
the Governor General's Agreement with the Vizier, | 


« To Edward Wheler and John Macpherſon, Eſquires, Members of the Council of 
Fort William. | | * 
« Gentlemen, : $7: 
I muſt have Recourſe to your Indulgence, on the Occaſion of every Report of Importance, 
for the Delay in tranſmitting it. Many are the Cauſes of thele Delays, which I need not enume- 
rate, as I am myſelf the principal Sufferer by them. Indeed, I am almoſt tempted to ſay, that I 
find a Sufficiency for the Occupation of each Day in the Evil thereof, and in a Thouſand little 


(a) Vide Appendix, N- LIII. 


Occurrences, 


( 59 ) 


Occurrences, leſs known in a regular} Proceſs of Buſinef, which ex4&' rheit Share of 11 


and paſs without any ſubſtantial E Te Was for wir principal Reafoh, t hat'I have 

my Reſidence from Henaris to this Place, where I Wal hope for tes i E.ciſure to lag Riel 
long Arrears of Buſineſs, than it would have been poſſible fo or me _ oh cleared had "com 
nued there, 


« | have now to inform you of my Trantations wich the Nabob Vue during his won Sta 
* Chynar (a). 223% of! 1 


(Signed at the End) 5 
- N 4 Haltngs.” < 


Then the Managers for the Canin acquainted the Houſe, they would next read 
a ſhort Letter from the Defendant to the Board at Calcutta, dated the 41ſt December 
1781, when the Defendant was ſuppoſed to have ſent the Banares Narrative, and which 
included, for the Firſt Time, the Letter of the 29th November, laſt produced. 


Read, a Letter to the Council at Fort William, ſigned Warren Haſtings, dated Ba- 


nares, the 31ſt December 178 1, and prefixed to the Narr of the Waren at 
Banares. 


« To Edward rel * hs pete WS Member 0 te co * 
ort 6 
Gentlemen 

J have now the Honour to ſend you the Narrative, which I promt in my Lester of the 
18th October, of the Tranſactions and Events which paſſed during the Courſe of the late Inſur- 
rection of this Province. I had begun it at the Time of the Date which is prefixed to it 3 but the 
buſy Scenes which follawed, De Iwai "_ and after my Return to Banaris, hindęred 
me from proſecuting it pill à few Days hefe ech have ſubjoined to it. I did not 
4 to alter the Inty uction. although fe ThE at och a Diſtance of Time from that in which 
the Body of the Work' was executed, and even from the Exiſtence of the Events which are 
recorded in the latter, becauſe I found it not eaſy to give it a new Form, without a total Omiſſion 
of what had been already produced, while my Mind. was animated by the recent and actual 
Scepes in which it vas engaged, to an anxious and molt feeling Solicitude, not more for the Iſſue 
of the impending. Conteſt, chan for its Conſequences on my on Reputation. In the Conſciouſ- 
wh % the ReQizude of my. Intentions, I had allowed myſelf to uſe an Appeal, the moſt ſolemn 

molt ſagred that could bind my Relation to Truth, or impreſs the Conviction of it on the 
—4 of others nor could I, conſiſtentiy with my on Senſe of its Obligation, withdraw it, 
or coldly lace it after the Narrative already written, and written under the Check which I 
had im upon it. 1 know not whether 1, ſhall de clearly underſtood: If I am not, yet 
let this Endeavour to explain 2 ſeeming Impropriety in the Conſtruction of this Performance 
be accepted for its Apology. 

« I have only to dd my Hope, that as I have received the molt 1 Support in the paſt 
Events from | you, my reſpetable and maſt reſpected Aſſociates in the Adminiſtration, and as it 
has been my unvsried Study to prevent your Gutering any Embarraſiment from them, my . 

! 


in thor may alſo receiye its Firſt Reward in the Teſtimony of your gm Toon 
ER % T have the Honour to be, 
« Banaris, Gentlemen, 
31ſt December 1781. Tour moſt obedient, and moſt faithful Servant, | 


* Warren Haſtings (3).“ 


The Managers ths the ana acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould next proceed. to 


ſhew the Progreſs of the Proceedings againſt the Begums, the Origin of the Plot, the 
Manner in which it was conducted, and the Manner in which it was executed before 


the Council had any regular Information upon that __ ; for this Purpoſe they-de- 
fired Mr. Middleton might be called in again. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Eſquire was called i in, and 9 as follows: 
% Whether you was preſent at the ſigning of 'the Treaty of Chunar? 


. I was. 


Who were preſent beſides f at "the figning of that Treaty ? 
A: Mr. Johnſon and the Nabod's Miniſter. | 


Q. Which of them? 8 | 
A. I chink both Huſſein Reza Cawn vn Hyder Beg co 


Q. And the Nabob of courſe? | 
A. He put his-Scal to it, and was preſent. 


(e Vide ſupes, P. 138. (b) Vide ſupra, P. 19. 
1 7 N | Q. Was 
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2 Was you employed in negociating that Treaty? 
Not particularly; I believe I had ſome. Converſation with the Nabob. upon the Subject, 2 
with his Miniſter, Mr. Haſtings was in daily . "Or the den and of n 
negociated all the Conditions of the Treaty himſelf. . 3 an 


Am I to underſtand then that there was no ſoparate Ne ation ref in that Treat or 
any Par of it, carried on between you and the Nabob? goci: peRtn 8 ty, 


had ſeveral Converſations with the Nabob upon the Articles of the Treaty at different 
Times 


* Q, The Queſtion put to you was, Whether you had any ſeparate Communication with the 
a 


A. I have ſaid, 1 had. 


NA What do you mean by a ſeparate Communication with the Nabob? 
A. Converſations with the Nabob, to which Mr. Haſtings was not privy... 


Whether this Treaty, or thoſe Treaties rather, as diſtinguiſhed by Mr. Haſtings, the 
one Soritaining the Contract on the Part of the Company, the other the Contract on the art of 
the Nabob, were One Deed, or Two ſeparate Inſtruments? 

A. They were ſeparate Papers. 


Q. When you ſpeak of Converſations to which Mr. Haſtings was not privy, do'you'mean that 
the Converſations you had with the Nabob were never communicated to Mr, Haſtings ? 
A. I believe, not at the Time. 


'Q. Nor held by his Directions? — 4 obo | „ 
2 Nö. 5 * 


O. Where were thoſe Chnverfations, fo Spence as you have deſeribed "IE held 1 
A. In different Places: The Nabob was encamped on the Side of the River, oppoſite Chunar. 


Q. Were they all during the Time ha being! in the Province of Benares ? 
A. Yes. | | 


. At different Periods during that Time ? . 

A: Yes, they were at different Periods during that Time, * alt within the Compaſs of Time 
the Nabob was in the Province of Benares. The Nabob attended Mr. Haſtings occaſionally at 
Chunar, acroſs the River, from his Tents ; I conſtantly attended him in his Viſits to Mr. Haſtings, 
from the other Side of the River, where I alſo reſided at the Time; 1 — had frequent Communi- 
cations with him there at his Tent, as well as at Chunar. 


ae Whether the Nabob expreſſed any Degree of Reluctance, and aki at executing his Part of 


reaty 
A. He 2 expreſs Reluctance; he made Objections to ſigning his Part of the Treat. 


Did you endeavour to remove thoſe Objections by any, and what Arguments ? ? 
I did endeavour to remove thoſe Objections by ſuch Arguments as occurred to me, the 
incipal of which was, to endeavour to aſſure his Excellency, that the Treaty was meant chiefly 
for his Benefit, and that the main Object of it was only to ſecure his Debt to the Eaſt India Com- 
pany : That accompliſhed, I did not apprehend the Treaty was meant to be rigidly carried into 
Execution. 


Q. What was the Nature of his Objections ? 
A. He thought he had made too great Conceſſions to Mr. Fung, 


* In what Particulars ? 
In giving him too great an Authority in his Country. 


« Was it upon the Faith of this Aſſurance only, that the Nabob was induced to Gign this 
Treaty ? 

A. I have Reaſon to believe, that the Nabob was principally influenced to give up his Objec- 

tions, in Conſequence of the Arguments I held with him. 


a Saba y was this particular Converſation, in which you gave him theſe 1 held with 
the Nabob? 

A. It was not in one Converſation, but in many that I had with him m”_ the Subject of the 
Treaty. 


Q. Whether thoſe Converſations were held with the Nabob, in his Tent on the other Side of the 
River, or in the Preſence of Mr. Haſtings ? 

A. They were not held in Preſence of Mr. Haſtings : I recollect to have had a pretty long 
Converſation with the Nabob, upon the Subject of the Treaty, the very Day he executed it; to 
the beſt of my Recollection, it was held in Mr. Haſtings's Room at Chunar; Mr. Haſtings was 
preſent, but it was not in his Hearing. 

Q. Was 


* 
* 
, 
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Q. Wes Mer, Haſtings preſent? 4 
A. Mr. Haſtings was in the Room; there was other Company with him. „ 
Q. What leads you to aſcertain, that a Converſation held in his Room, and while he was pre- 
ſent, was not in his Hearing? | 
A, I recolle& very well retiring to a diſtant Part of the Room, with the Nabob and his Miniſter, 


7 


where this Converſation was held; Mr. Haſtings having other Company with him at the Time in 


the Room. 


Q. Do you recollect who the other Company were ? 
A. I do not particularly ; they were Natives. 


Q. Was the Treaty ſigned upon that Day when that Convetſation was held? 
A. It was ſigned upon that Day. 


. Q. How near to the Time of ſigning the Treaty did this Converſation in fact paſs ? 


& I cannot exactly charge my Memory; perhaps an Hour or ſo, 1 don't imagine it could be 


more. | 

4 Q. vans the fame Perſons preſent at ſigning the Treaty, who were preſent at this Conver- 
A. They were; Mr. Johnſon, and the Nabob's two Miniſters. - : 
Q. Wes the Treaty ſigned in the ſame Room where the Converſation was held ? 

A. It was. : 


Q. Were thoſe other Perſons you ſpoke of, the Natives about Mr. Haſtings, preſent at the 
Time the Treaty was ſigned ? | 
A. I do not recollect; moſt probably ſome of them were, 


Q. Was it at this Meeting, do you think, that the Nabob made the Offer of a Preſent of 
L100,000 to Mr. Haſtings ? 


A. I have nothing to guide me in giving an Opinion upon that Subject; I really do not know. 


Q. Was you preſent when that Offer was made ? 
A. No, I was not. 


Q. Might not the Nabob, in another Corner of the Room have made Mr. Haſtings this 
Preſent of £100,000, while you and the Miniſters were negotiating this principal Article of the 
Treaty ? Was it impoſſible for him to have made that Offer to Mr. Haſtings, at that Time, without 
your obſerving it ? | 
A. I apprehend it is poſſible, but not very probable; as, to the beſt of my Recollection, the 
Miniſters were engaged during the whole Time I was in Converſation with the Nabob : they were 
Parties to the Converſation. | 


Q. Are you poſitive that you have no-Recolleftion of the Perſons who were engaging Mr. 
Haſti | 


ngs' Attention at the Time: Can you name the Perſons who were in the Room beſides the 


Nabob and the Two Miniſters that you have ſpoke of, yourſeif, Mr. Johnſon, and Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I cannot recolle& their Names: one Perſon preſent, I think, was Beneram Pundit, the 
Vackeel of the Berar Rajah. He þ 


Q.: But you recollect no other Perſon's Name? 
A. I do not. 


Q. Can you recollect the Number of Perſons who were preſent ? (2 
A. I cannot: there were ſeveral, probably ſeveral of the Nabob's own Attendants ; thoſe. that 
came into the Room with the Nabob himſelf. - | 


Q. What was your Motive for with-holding from Mr. Haſtings“ Knowledge that which was the 
principal Inducement to the Nabob to ſign the Treaty? | | 

A. I had no particular Motive; I conceived I was doing a Service to both Parties, in removing 
Objections to the ſigning of the Treaty; and I certainly did think (whether I was wrong or not, your 


Lordſhips will judge) that the main, the principal, and indeed the only Object of that Treaty, was 


to ſecure the Payment of the Company's Debt from the Nabob. 


Q. Do you recolle& whether it was, or was not, one of your Arguments to the Nabob to per- 
| ſuade him to enter into the Treaty, that it was neceſſary Mr, Haſtings ſhould have ſomething to 
ſhew on his Side for the Conceſſions he had made in favour of the Nabob ? 

A. I believe that was one of the Arguments I uſed. | | 


Q. Upon what Ground did you think Mr. Haſtings wanted that ſomething to ſhew ? 


A. I do not know that Mr. Haſtings required it; but it did appear to me neceſſary that ſome- 


thing ſhould be-ſhewn. g 


Q. Upon what Ground did you think it neceſſary that ſomething ſhould be ſhewn ? 2 
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A As great Conceſſions were 1580 to the Nabob, I thought i it right, an that Gioukd, hide there 


ſhould be ſomething to ſhew on his Part; a great Portion of the Company's Troops were: with- 


drawn from che Nabob's Service, fome Eſtabliſhments under Britiſh Olkicers were. allo; by the ſage x 
Treaty aboliſhed, or aw 


Q. Were itiere nay otter: Grote for that 'Seet of Necethity:you' thought there may, for Mr. 
08 to have ſomething to ſhew, as a Na for maleing the Conceſſions? | 
KK do not recollect any other. 


Here the Two laſt Queſtions and Anſwers were read over by the Clerk. 


Q. Did you not afterwards declare to Mr. Haſtings, that you was ready to aſſert that the with- 
drawing thoſe Troops was an Advantage to the Company, and not a Detriment? _ 
A. I cannot ſay whether I have ever ſaid fo to Mr. Haſtings, or not; but my Opinion i is ſo cer- 


tainly, that it was an Advantage to the Company, and no W and for this Reaſon, becauſe 
the Nabob was abſolutely unable to pay them. 


Q. Then, upon what Grounds was it that you thought that, Maneer of Conceſſion, which ya Th | 
Advantage to the Nabob ? 


; a It had that Appearance upon the Face of the Proceedings: the Re might not be under- 


Q. Whether this Engagement on the Part of the Nabob, which you thought it neceflary Mr. 
Haſtings ſhould have to ſhew, was that Part of the Engagement which was not to be fully and 


literally executed: the Part which you gave him Hopes would not be rigorouſly my e 
A. Certainly. 


Q. Whether if you had known of the Preſent of 100, ooo l. then given to Mr. Haſtings, you 


would not have been able to have accounted for the Conceſſions made to the Nabob, withoux exact- 
ing from the Nabob any Treaty to ſhew ? 


A. As this appears to me Matter of Opinion only—I wiſh to know whether I am to ſpeak to i it? 


Q 1 there any Fact you know of that leads you to form any Opinion upon the Subject! 2 
o. | 


7 When did you firſt communicate to Mr, Haſtings that you had uſed theſe Arguments r to i. 
duce the Nabob to ſign the Treaty? 
A. I believe that will appear upon the Record. —If your Lordſhips will give me Leave, I wil 
refer to the Letter, I do not recollect exactly the Date of it. 


Q. Did you ever communicate it to Mr. Haſtings, otherwiſe than by the Letter, not in Con- 


verſation? 
A. Certainly never. 


K nne | 3 80 
- 0. a 8 ' 4 


Q. What is the Date of that Letter? 5 

A. The 3oth December. 11010 1 S3 4 

Q That was after ** left Chunar? | 1 22 
Tes. 


* How long did you remain at Chunar after the Treaty was W ? 
A. 1 left it, I believe, on the very next Day. ' 


Q. Then you left it on the 20th of September? 
A. I believe it muſt have been on the 20th of September. 


«A Did you ſee Mr. Haſtings between the Time you was preſent with him i in the Wein, when 
that Treaty was executed, and the Time of your leaving Chunar ? 


A. Yes: I did certainly. 
Q. The ſame Day, or the next Day ? 


A. Both, I apprehend. With reſpect to the 1 next Day, I cannot be quite certain. 1 rather 
think I did. | 


Q. What leads you to be certain that, during, the Converſation you might have with him, 
either that Day or the next, you did not mention thoſe Aſſurances you had given the Nabob? 
A. I think I ſhould have remembered it if I had mentioned it to-him. 


Q. What is the Date of that Letter? 
A. It is dated the goth December 1781. 


Q. Was that the firſt Letter you wrote to Mr. Haſtings after you left Chunar 2 
A. No; I wrote him many Letters. 


3 | | | Q. But 
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Q. But the firſt you remember in #tich you wall ably Cothitiuhicaridh of that Sort to Mr: 
Haſtings? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Upon what Occaſion did you make this Comilionication at laſt; Wit was your Induce- 
ment to make it then; do you recollect it? 


A. Yes; it was in 9 of ſome G * Mr. ne of the tardy Execution 
of the Treaty, 


Did you not, after that Communication, receive Mr. Haſtings" $ perempweey Orders to carry 
the Treaty literally and fully into Effect? 


A. Mr. Haſtings's Letter upon that Subje i is upon Record. 1 hope your Lordſhips will per- 
mit me to refer to it. 


Q. Did you receive any other Orders, than what are contained in that Letter ? | 
A. I believe not; no other Orders than what are contained in the Letter upon Record. 


Do you mean to ſay, there were not private Letters from you to Mr. Haſtings, and from 
| Mr. ings to you, upon this Subject, which are not upon Record, and to which you paid equal 
Attention 


A. I believe there are no Letters from Mr. Haſtings, or from myſelf, relative to that Treaty, 
which are not upon Record. 


Q. Did you not write private as well as publick Letters to Mr. 5 during the Whole of 


that Tranſaction relative to the Begums ? 
A. Yes. 


X you not receive enn 
A. Les. 


* Ong are Mr. Haſtings's private Leer __ e! upon what Record; and mhere to 
- ' 


A. Upon the Records before this Court. 


Q. The I ak was, whether, beſides thoſe Letters that ate put upo n Record, * were not 


private Letters, which . between Mr. n and you upon Lai Subject, that are not 
upon Record? 


A. I believe not. 


Q Lou mean there are none ſuch ? 
A. Not upon the Subject of the Begums. 


Q, What do you mean by being u Record? 


A. Le nee ebene 
called to the Bar. 


Q. Do you recolleRt wine Sort of Book it was you read them in was Rr priend Brok'F * 
A. Les; it was a printed Book, 


Q. Then, I underſtand in general, in your Language, you call that a Record which contains the 


Tranſmiſſion of the' mega dee between the Reſident at Oude, for Example, and che Goyern- 
ment at Calcutta? 


A. Yes. 


Q. Theſe were not put upon the Record. in that Senſe of the Word: were they 1 
A. They were recorded by Mr. a in Calcutta 
Q. Upon what Occaſion? | 


A. I believe it was upon the Occaſion of the Charges made againſt me by the Governor General 
and Council. I believe, upon that Occaſion, theſe Letters were recorded. 


Q. What was the Date of that Charge made againſt you ? 


4 I cannot charge my Memory with che e Date, but it will appear from the eien 
itſe 


' 


The Council for the Defendant acquainted the Houſe it was upon the 12th of June 
1783. 
Q They were not put upon Recon till then; and they were put upon Record on that Oc- 


caſion. 
A. Tes. 


— ave! you en · your Letter Book'? Do you know gether hes Letter appear en your 
own 22 


tter Book ? 
A. No, they do not. 


70 3 Q. How 
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Q. How came ds not to appear upon thoſe Letter Books ? | 
A. I never put upon Record any private Letter of Mr. Haſtings: 


Q What are thoſe Letter Books? What are they the Records of 3 
A. My official Correſpondence with the Government. % 


Kept in the Office ? 
* Les, in the Office. 


Q. So that they are what you call of Record? 95 
A. Yes, the Record of my official Correſpondence with Mr. Haſtings and the Government. 


Q. And you did not put thele Letters upon thoſe Books ? 
A. I did not put any private Letter whatever upon thoſe Books. 


Q. Did thoſe Letters relate to any T hing but public Matters——the Matters of your 


Miſſion ? 
A. I received Letters from Mr. Haſtings, from the firſt of my Appointment at Lucknow, in 


which publick Matters were occaſionally mixed with private Matters: The Letters that I now 
allude to, as having been recorded by Mr. Haſtings, ſeem to me to relate wholly to 9 88 


Matters. 


Had you not a Correſpondence with Sir Elijah Impey relative to the Tranſactions concern- 
ing the Begums ? 
A. I had, 
Q. Does that Correſpondence appear «gr any Record; and what? 
A. It does not appear upon any Record that I know of, excepting when it was delivered by Sir 
Elijah Impey to the Honourable the Committee of the Houſe 7 


Q. Did you place any Part of that Correſpondence = your own official Books? 
A. No, certainly not. 


Q. Whether Mr. Haſtings did not give you Copies of the Treaty of Chunar, « or of either Part 
of i it, before he left Chunar with the Nabob? 

A. I am not quite clear whether he gave me a Copy, or not; I carried away whhi; me the Originals 
of both Treaties : I have no Doubt he did give me Copies, though I do not immediately recollect 
it: The Originals were carried by me to Lucknow. 


Q. Did Mr. Haſtings give you the Originals of the Treaty, without keeping a Copy himſelf ? 
A. I underſtood Mr. Haſtings had no Copy of the Treaty, till I ſent it from Lucknow. 


. Do you know how you came to have the Originals at all ? 
A. No; z it was in the Hurry of ſetting out the next Day; they were mixed amongſt. my other 
Papers, and I did not find out my Miſtake till I arrived at Lucknow, as I had no Opportunity of 


examining my Papers till I arrived there, 

Q. Then do you or not know whether any Copy was preſerved by Mr. Haſtings LEES 
A. I rather think not; I do not know for Certainty ; but I rather think he had no Copy 4 it till 
afterwards when I ſent it from Lucknow. 

Q. The Treaty having been ſigned on the 19th, and you 1 ca on the 20th, how came 
it ſo mixed up with your Papers that you could not readily find it; by what Accident was it, If it was 


an Accident ? 
A. I do not know by what Accident it came to be mixed with my Papers, but, in the Hurry of 


marching, I had no Opportunity of looking at my Papers till J arrived at Lucknow. 


* Did you put your Papers together yourſelf, upon your Departure to Lucknow ? 
. I rather think, Mr. Johnſon, who was my principal Aſſiſtant, put up the Papers. 


4 When did you firſt diſcover that you had that Original Treaty with you? 
A. Very ſoon after my Arrival at Lucknow. 


Q How long was it before you ſent Mr. Haſtings a Copy of that Treaty? | 
A. My Letter upon that Subject will, I believe, aſcertain the Date. 


Q. That was the firſt Time that you did? 
A. Yes; I firſt ſent him Copies of the Treaties, and afterwards the Originals. 


Q. When did you ſend the Original Treaty ? 
A. It muſt have been either the End of November or Beginning of December, I think; and I 
ſent them under the Charge of Colonel Hannay. 
. Do you know whether that Letter appears upon Record ? 
A; Ido not know whether it dees or not; but I recollcct very well ſending them by Colonel 


_ Hannay, 


; . Q. Do 


(. 605 ).. 
Q Do you recolle& to have received Letters from Me. Haſtings, between the Time of ſend- 
Ing t 


e Copies and the Originals, declaring to you, that he could not ſend his Narrative of the 
0 1 reſpecting the Begums to Calcutta, on Account of thoſe Treaties being abſent from 
A. I recollect receiving a Letter from Mr. Haſtings, not exactiy to that Purport, but declari 
that he was prevented from ſending his Narrative, tor Want of Geng of the 22 I had carried 
with me to Lucknow. I rather apprehend that meant, ſome of the Papers of the Eſtabliſhment, 
and other Papers that had been delivered to him at the Time the Treaty was in Negociation, 


Q. Are the Letters upon Record the only Application you received, from Mr. Haſting 
the Subjeck? ite 4 e Lew rd mana 2os 
+1 I believe all the Letters I received from Mr. Haſtings upon that Subject are upon Re- 
cord. ; | 1 — | 5 | | 
Q. Was it an authentic and atteſted Copy of the Treaty that you ſent to Mr. Haſtings, when- 
ever you did fend it? * no 
A. I don't remember that it was any otherwiſe authenticated, than under Si | 
declaring it to be a true Copy. . : a . 


Q Was the Application for the Original ſubſequent to your having ſent him a Copy ? 
| 


Q. For what Purpoſe, then, was the Original neceſſary when he had a Copy ? 
A. I did not underſtand he wanted the Treaty, but the Papers connected with the Treaty. 


Q. Was there any other Reaſon why Mr. Haſtings ſhould apply to you for the Original, after 
having had an authenticated Copy? n 

A. I don't know any other Reaſon than that the Original was a Record of Office, which pro- 
perly belonged to him. | 

Q. Before you ſent the Original, did you leave an authentic atteſted Copy of the Treaty in 
your Office at Lucknow ? | | 

A. It was authenticated under my own Signature as a true Copy. 


Q. Was it left in your Office? 
A. I have no Doubt of it. 


Q. But you do not particularly remember the Circumſtance ? * 
A. I do not particularly remember the Circumſtance, but I have no Doubt of it. 


Q. Do you know what became of the Original Treaty after you ſent it ? 
A. No, I do not. | 


; Q. Did you ever hear from Mr. Haſtings what became of ic? 
A. No; I never recolle& hearing from Mr. Haſtings what he did with it; nor do I recollect 
ever having had an Acknowledgement from Mr. Haſtings that he had received it. 


Q. You ſaid you ſent it by Colonel Hannay; did you, or did you not, wait for that Sort of 
Conveyance, in order to ſend it down ? 

A. Colonel Hannay was the firſt ſafe Opportunity that I recolle& to have occurred, after Mr. 
Haſtings had called upon me for it. | 


Q. What was the Opportunity by which you ſent the Copy ? 
A. By the common Dawk or Pot. 


Q Then you did not think the Opportunity by which you ſent the Copy ſafe enough for 
the Original ? | | | | f 
A. No, certainly. | bs 
Q. Did you ever take any Notice to Mr. Haſtings, of his not having given you an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Receipt of that Original Treaty? | | | 
A. I did not: I took it for granted he had received it, as Colonel Hannay, who carried the 
Treaty, arrived ſafe at Chunar. - | 


Q. Did you call upon him for any Acknowledgment ? 
A. I did not. | 


Q. Did you think it extraordinary, that you ſhould not have ſuch an Acknowledgment ſent ? 
A. No, I cannot ſay I did. e 5 


Did Colonel Hannay return to Lucknow ? | | 
A. No, he did not return at that Time; but I think he returned afterwards ; but I am not quite 
Certain. | | (ks : 


Q. Had you any Reaſon to know, of the Nabob or his Miniſter, while at -Chunar, having 
mage any Communication to Mr. Haſtings of that Part of your Converſation which was the In- 
ducement with the Nabob to ſign the Treaty ? 

A. I do not know that they did, or that they did not, 
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Q. Had you any Converſation with Mr. Haſtings upon that Subject? 


A. No, | had not. I have already ſtated that I had no Communication with Mr. Haſtings upon 
that Subject, | 


Q. Or did you converſe with the Nabob or his Miniſters afterwards upon that Subject? 
A. It is very poſſible I might; I rather think I did. | 


Q. Did the Nabob or his Miniſter afterwards converſe with you upon the Subject of theſe AL. 
ſurances you had given them? & | = 
A. I rather think I had Converſation upon that Subject. 


Q. Was it Part of that Converſation, that it had been communicated to Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. No; it certainly was not: And I have no Reaſon to believe it was ever communicated to 
Mr, Haſtings, till my Letter upon the Subject communicated the Information to him. 


Q. Are you poſitive, and have a perfect Recollection, that neither the Nabob, or his Miniſters, 
ever ſpoke to you, upon the Subject of thoſe Aſſurances having been communicated to Mr. 
Haſtings? | 

A. Certainly I am as clear as it is poſſible to be upon a Matter at ſuch a Diſtance of Time ; I 
have ſpoken rather doubtfully of having had Converſation with the Nabob and his Miniſters upon 
the Subject; but I have no Doubt I had, becauſe I was in Converſation with them every Day upon 
what paſſed at Chunar; and no doubt that was a Part of the Converſation, But I am poſitive I 
had no Converſation with them about it, as having been communicated to Mr. Haſtings.  - 


. Whether, while you and the Nabob were at- Chunar, the Communication between Chunar 

and Lucknow was cut off? x) | 

A. The Communication was very difficult; I cannot ſay it was entirely cut off, but it was very 

much obſtructed, and it was with great Uncertainty that any Letters could be conveyed to or from 

Lucknow; I mean the common Mode of Communication by the Poſt ; there certainly were 
Means of Communication, which I myſelf had Occaſion to employ, by diſpatching private Per- 

ſons with Letters, backwards and forwards, | 288 


Q. The Queſtion is, Whether that Species of Communication was perfectly free and open, or 
in any Degree embarraſſed and obſtructed? | | 5 

A. It certainly was very difficult; for I have been obliged to make very large Conſiderations to 
thoſe that carried Letters; they conſidered it as a Service at the Riſque of their Lives, and inſiſted 
upon being paid accordingly. Dar | Fo 4 SIT: Re 

Q. What Letters from Lucknow did you receive while you was at Chunar ? Y 

A. I do not recollect all the Letters I received; I received ſeveral from Lucknow, and other 
Places in the Province of Oude. ö 

Q. Have you any Letters which you received, while you was at Chunar, from the Province of 
Oude? | 


A. It is impoſſible I can ſay whether. I have or not, in a Multiplicity of Papers; it is very pro- 
bable I may. I recollect to have received ſeveral Letters from Colonel Hannay, but I have none of 


* 


them, becauſe every one of Colonel Hannay's Letters were delivered up to him at Lucknow, to 


refreſh his Memory, upon making his Affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, and it did not occur to 
me to get them back from him. Gr. nt 150 


Q. Have you ſeen any of the other Letters lately? 
A. No, I have not. 


Q. Are any of thoſe Letters which you received, while you were at Chunar, from Lucknow put 
upon any Thing you call a Record, either your own official Book, or the Books of the Govern- 


ment at Calcutta? 
A. I do not know that they are. 


Q. Upon your Return from Chunar to Lucknow, did you or did you not find Letters from 
Colonel Hannay addreſſed to you at Lucknow? | "9p | | 
A. Yes, I believe I did, 


. Did you deliver up theſe Letters alſo to Colonel Hannay to refreſh. his Memory ? 1 
A. I- delivered every Letter of Colonel Hannay's I could find, and I have no Doubt theſe were 


among the Letters I delivered up to him. 


Do you remember when it was, that you delivered theſe Letters to Colonel Hannay ? 
A. 1 do not recollect exactly the Time, but it was upon that Occaſion when he was called upon 
to make his Depoſition before Sir Elijah Impey. | * 1330); | 2 
Q. Did you not make Uſe of all the Information you received in thoſe Letters of Colonel 
Hannay's, in a Letter from you to Mr. Haſtings, previous to your delivering up this Correſ- 


o F 


>ndence ? 
on 1 did. Zo 8 
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Q. Can you diſtinguifh the Letters from which you collected that Ae ? 


A. I believe the Dates of the Letters will appear; I extracted ſuch Parts of them as I tho ugbt | 


were to the Purpoſe, or were of Conſequence to myſelf. 


D So that your Letter to Mr. Haſtings purports to contain Erd o the Letters and the 
tes. 


T 555 and I believe the Dates are aſcertained. 


21 TRI” return with the Nabob from Chunar to Lucknow ? 
di 


the Nabob went round by Fyzabad; I left Chunar with the Nabob, but we ſepa- 
1 upon the Road; I went ſtrait to Lucknow, and he round by way of Fyzabad. 


* Did Hyder Beg Khan go with you or with the Nabob? 


5 2 the beſt of my Recollection he went with me, ſtrait to Lucknow; I am "ey certain 
he di 


Q. In what Manner was the Nabob attended when he left you upon the Road ? 


A. He went with no great Attendance, he travelled as expeditiouſly as he poſſibly could, with 
his uſual Guard of Horſe, but no other that I recolle&. 


1 you underſtood that on the 1 gth September, when Mr. Haſtings ſigned the Treaty 
of Chunar, he then poſſeſſed full and complete Information of all the Circumſtances which were 
afterwards alledged aFainſt the Begums ? 


A. No; I apprehend he did not; it was impoſſible he could. 


Q. Why was it ſtipulated in that Treaty that the Begums ſhould have an Equivalent for the 
Reſumption of their Jaghires ? 


A. I cannot lay 1 might have been Mr. Haſtings's Reaſon for that Stipulation. 


Q. Do you know upon what Grounds, either on the Side of Mr. Haſtings, or of the Nabob, 
it was, that that Stipulation was made ? 


A. No: I do not. 


Q. Have you ever heard any Explanation of it from Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I cannot ſay that I have. 


Q. At the Time of the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar, was you apprized of the is 
with the Begums, to which the Engliſh were Guarantees ? 
A. Certainly. 


Q. Did you think that a Reaſon ? 
A. That might have been the Reaſon : I will not pretend to ay it was. 


Q. Did you think it an extraordinary Circumſtance that ſuch an Equivalent ſhould be ſtipu- 
lated upon the Reſumption of the Jaghires ? 


A. No; I did not. 


Q. Had you any Converſation with the Nabob upon that Subject? 


A. I cannot fix any Converſation in my Memory upon that Part of the Subject; but I have 
no Doubt but I converſed with him frequently upon the whole Subject. 


Q. Had you no particular Converſation with the Nabob, or his Miniſters, reſpecting the Begums, g 


at that Time? 
A. It is very probable I had, but I cannot poſitively ſay: It was certainly very probable. 


Q. Then I am to underſtand, that it was not a Matter of ſuch Importance, as to have left an 
Impreſſion of it upon your Mind ? 

A. I cannot ſay that it made an Impreſſion on my Memory, more than any other Parts of the 
Treaty; it certainly did not make any particular Impreſſion upon my Memory. 


Q. Did you keep any Memorandums of the ſeveral Converſations and other Proceedings that 
you 3 8 upon that Treaty? 
A. 


Had you any Converſation with Mr. Haſtings upon the Subjett © of the Begums, or of the 
Condition they were to be left in ? 
A. I do not recollect any particular Converſation farther than that they were to have a full * 
valent; it was to be made fully up to them by ready Money paid them. 


Q. Had you any Pa articular Converſation with the Nabob, while you 4 on the Road, 
before you parted, reſpecting the Begums ? 
A. Not particularly, that I recolle&. 


Q. (Croſs examined.) You have ſaid Mr. Haſtings could not have obtained full and ir 
Information upon the Subject of the Begums Behaviour in the Province; do you not know that, 
before you left Chunar, Mr. Haſtings had a conſiderable Quantity of Information upon that Subject? 

A. I underſtood he had ſome Information upon the Subject, but to what Extent I cannot * 

7 F. | 
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Q. Do you reeollect to have communicated to Mr. Haſtings, any lenses upon the Subject 


of the Begums Behaviour at the Time you was at Chunar? 
A. I certainly communicated all the Information I received, and ſome Letters of Colonel Han- 


nay s, which I received at Chunar, I certainly communicated to Mr. Haſtings. 


. What other Information had you received, at the Time you was at Chunar, upon that 


Subject! ? 
A. I do not recolle& that I received any other particular Information; I certainly had heard 


many general Reports. 


Q. General Reports of what ? 
A. Of the Conduct of the Begums, in aſſiſting the Rebellion of the Rajah Cheit Sing. 


Q. Were thoſe general Reports communicated by you to Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. The Reports were very general. I do not recollect that I made any particular Communi- 


— to Mr, Haſtings ; he, moſt undoubtedly, had the ſame Opportunity of hearing them that 
I ha 

Q. Do you, or do you not, remember, whether thoſe Reports, and the other Intelligence you 
had gotten of the Behaviour of the Begums, were Part of the Subject of your Converſations 


with Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I do not particularly recollect it, though it undoubtedly was; it certainly muſt have been ; 


it was the common Report of the Place, and of every Body, during my Reſidence at Chunar. 

Q. What was the Suhject of that Report? 

A. That they had encouraged the Revolt of Rajah Cheit Sing z and that they had even aſſiſted 
him in raiſing Troops. 

Q. Was it Part of the Report, that * had aſſiſted, or had any Share in the Diſturbances in 


1 ? 
. I believe the Letters of Colonel Hannay ſpeak to that Subject: I do not recolle&, at this 


Time, that I had any Information reſpecting the Part they had taken in thoſe Diſturbances. 


Was it a prevalent Report, while you was at Chunar, that the Begums had taken an active 
Part in the Diſturbances ? 
A, It was. 


. Had you any ha and what, to doubt the Truth of that Report 2 
K No; I had no Reaſon to doubt the Truth of it. 


Q. Did you yourſelf believe the Truth of thoſe Reports ? 
A. I thought them very probable, 


Q. Were they ated upon at the Time? 

A. I believe not. 

Q. Had you, upon further Inquiry, Reaſon to believe that the Begums had been active in thoſe 
Diſturbances ? 

A. Certainly, I did believe it perfectly. 


Q. Can you ſpecify any particular Acts, in which they were concerned ? 
A. I underſtood, from the Information of Colonel Hannay and others, that Troops had actually 


been ſent from F yzabad to Benares, by the Begums' Eunuchs, or through their Aſſiſtance, to the 
Support of Rajah Cheit Sing. 


Q. By whom were thoſe Troops levied and paid ? 
A. It is impoſlible for me to ſay, 


&%P Did the ſame, Report, which informed you they had been ſent to Benares, inform you they 
had 


en levied and paid by the Begums ? 
A. I believe it did: It was the Report, that Money had been advanced by the Begums to thoſe 


Troops. 
Þ . What Number of Troops were ſpecified, in that Reports to be ſent by the gn from 
yzal ad ? 
A. I think a Thouſand Men at one Time. 


Q. Do you know what Number of Troops the Begums had at any Time in their Pay ? 
A. It is impoſſible to ſay with any Preciſion ; their Jaghires were very extenſive, and in different 
Places; and they had large Bodies of Troops, emproyed for the Collection of their Revenues, in 


all thoſe Jaghires. 


Q. As near as you can recollect, how many did the Number amount to, in the ſeveral J als 


in which they were employed ? 
A. My Anſwer to that muſt be very doubtful: I ſhould ſuppoſe they might altogether be able 


to muſter Ten Thouſand Men. 
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. Q, Do you know what Force the Begums retained about themſelves at Fyzabad, where their 
| Reſidence was, not immediately employed in the Collection of their Jaghires 9 
A. In general they did not keep many Troops at Fyzabad, I believe. | —_— 


Q. Do you know how many ; did they keep any ? | "1 
A. Some; but not more than was neceſſary for the Guard of their Palace and their Perſons. 


Q. What might that Number be? 
A. It might be a Thouſand Men. 


Q. Do you know what Number of Troops they had about F yzabad, in the Months of Augut; 
September, and October 1781 ; or the greateſt Number they had at that Time? 5 


A. I cannot ſay that I know, At the Time we went to Fyzabad to ſeize upon the Begums 
Treaſure, they had about 5000 Men in the Town, | | 


Q. When was that? 


A. In January 1782; but I cannot tell what Number tfey had in Auguſt, September, and 
October 1781. 


Q. But had they any extraordinary Number, above the Thouſand Men you ſtated ? 
A. I do not know that they had. | 


. You have ſaid the Communication between Chunar and Lucknow was much obſtructed, at 
the Time you was at Chunar—ſtate what was the Occaſion of that Obſtruction? 
A. The general Diſorder throughout the Country, 


Q. What Sort of Diſorder are you ſpeaking of ? 
A. Inſurrections. 


Q. By whom ? a 

A. Inſurrections by the Natives of the Country, by the Zemindars; and alſo in Cheit Sing's 
Country, of courſe, by the Dependents of the Rajah; in the Province of Oude, by the Inſur- 
rection of the Zemindars ; and in the Province of Benares, by the Adherents of Rajah Cheit Sing. 


Q. Do you know the Cauſe of the Inſurrection of the Zemindars in the Province of Oude? 

A. I cannot ſay I know it of my own Knowledge: The Report was, that they had been en- 
couraged to it by Rajah Cheit Sing; that they had received Promiſes of Sums of Money: But 1 
ſpeak from Report, not from any Knowledge I had of the Fact. | 


Q. Do you know a Perſon of the Name of Shumſheer Khan ? 
A. LI have heard of ſuch a Perſon. 


Q. What was his Situation ? | J 
A. He was Phouſdar or Governor of Tanda, a Place in the Begums Jaghire. 


Q. _ he an Officer under them, or under the Nabob ? 
A. Under the Begums. 


7 he employed in the Collection of their Revenue, or to manage their Concerns in that 
iſtr1 | 


A. I underſtood him to be placed there to collect their Revenues. 


Q. Was Shumſheer Khan an adopted Son of one of the Begums Miniſters ? 


A. I underſtood he was; he had been originally the Slave, and was afterwards adopted as the 
Son, of Bahar Ali Khan. 


Do you know of any Acts of Hoſtility committed by Shumſheer Khan, againſt any Briti 
on, during the Time of thoſe Diſturbances ? * n 
A. I know it only from the Information of Captain Gordon. 


Q. Did you tranſmit that Information to Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I think the firſt Information of the Tranſaction to which this alludes, was received at Chu- 
nar before I left it; and of courſe communicated to Mr, Haſtings. 


Q. Was that any Part of the Reaſons alluded to by you in your Letter of the 17th September 
1781, where you ſay, * When I had laſt the Honour of ſeeing you, I more than once urged my 
* Reaſons for thinking that the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing was but a Part of a larger and 
* more extenſive Plan, which was, by the good Fortune of your Arrival, prematurely brought 
forward before all the Parties to it were united and properly prepared for Aion (a)“ t | 

A. I have no Doubt it was. 


The Managers for the Commons informed the Houle, that this Letter was miſ⸗- 


rinted in the Calcutta Narrative, the 17 September for the 17 October, as appeared 
y the-Original. | 


( 


P. 182, 


— 


a) Vide Narrative of the Inſurrettion at Banaris, Calcutta Edit, Appendix, Part 1. P. 64,—8& ſupra, 
Q. Are 
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Q. Are the ſeveral Facts ſuggeſted and the Information contained in this Letter true, to che 
beſt of your Knowledge ? | | 
A. I certainly believed them, or I ſhould not have tranſmitted them to Mr, Haſtings. 


. How far is Tanda, the Situation of the Begums Jaghire, from Fyzabad ? 
A. I cannot ſpeak with any Preciſion ; I thould imagine about 28 or 30 Miles, but I ſpeak without 
any poſitive Information upon the Matter, % 


Q. From your Knowledge of the Situation of Shumſheer Khan, and his Dependance upon the 
Begums, do you believe he would have engaged in any Act of Hoſtility againſt the Engliſh In- 
tereſt, unleſs he had been authorized and encouraged in it by the Begums ? | 

A. I ſhould apprehend, ſpeaking from Opinion, that he would not have ventured upon ſuch a 
Step, as I ſuppoſe he did take, whchout being aſſured of the Protection of the Begums. | 


Q. (by the Managers.) Is that your Opinion now? 
A. Yes, it is. 


Q. (by the Counſel.) What was your Opinion at the Time; and did you intimate to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, that your Belief was, that the Begums had uſed every Means in their Power, to promote and 
encourage the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing ? 


A. I believe I have ſtated my Opinion to be ſuch, in the Letter juſt now alluded to? 


Q. Was it your Opinion ? 
A. Certainly. 


Q. Did you communicate that Opinion to Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. It is the Opinion communicated to Mr. Haſtings in the Letter. 


Q: Is that your Opinion now ? 
A. It certainly is. 


Q. Was that the prevalent Opinion in the Country ? 
A. I believe it was the univerſal Opinion, 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Witneſs having, upon the Croſs 
Examination (a), ſpoken of Reports relative to the Conduct of the Begums, concerning 
which he had had Converſation with Mr. Haſtings, and having, upon his Examina- 
tion in Chief, ſworn that he never had any Converſation with Mr. Haſtings reſpect- 
ing the Begums, of ſuch Importance as to leave any Impreſſion upon his Memory, 

they deſired the Examination in Chief of the Witneſs, as to that Point, might be read, 


The ſame was read by the Clerk, as follows : 


o 


Q. © Had you no particular Converſation reſpecting the Begums with the Nabob, or his Mi- 
niſters, at that Time: 


A. It is very probable I had; but I cannot poſitively ſay; it was certainly very probable. 


Q. Then, am I to underſtand it was not upon any Matter of ſuch Importance as to have left 
an Impreſſion upon your Mind of it? 


A. I cannot ſay it made an Impreſſion upon my Memory more than any other Part of the Treaty; 
certainly it did not make any particular Impreſſion. 


Did you keep any Memorandum of the ſeveral Converſations and other Proceedings which 
you — upon that Treaty? 
A. No. 


Q. Had you any Converſation with Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject of the Begums, or the Con- 
dition they were to be left in? | | | 

A. I do not recolle& any particular Converſation, farther than that they were to have a full 
Equivalent; it was to be made fully up to them by ready Money paid them. 


N 4 you any particular Converſation with the Nabob, when you continued upon the Road 
with him, before you parted, reſpecting the Begums? | | 
A. Not particularly, that I recollect.“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. (by the 2 You have ſaid, you did not think it extraordinary that an Equivalent 
ſhould be ſtipulated for the Begums Jaghires : If you believed this Report of the Begums Beha- 

viour, why did you not think that extraordinary ? X | 
A. The Reports, though general, were certainly not proved, and could not therefore, I con- 
4 made an Objection againſt giving an Equivalent for what was taken away from them at 
this 1 ime. ä | 


8 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 110. N | 
5 * | | | Q. Whether 


— 


it had been ſeized by ſome 1 of Rajah Cheit Sing, and carried to him; it was an 1 intercepted 


2 Jew, that happened to be along with Cbeit Sing. 
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. v Whether thoſe Reports of Diſaffection and Hoſtility, from whatever 2 127 they came, 


were not equally pointed againſt the. Nabob and againſt 8 it Ali Khan his Brother? 


A. Some of them were certainly. 


Q. Whether all the Reports you heard relative to the Begums, and their Indiſpoſition, did not 
apply, without any Exception, both to the Nabob and to the Nabob's Brother? 
A. I believe they were only contained in the Informations of Colonel Hannay and thoſe Of- 


ficers that were with him; I do not recollect that it was any Part of the general Report. 


Q. Do you, or do you not remember, whether the Information 'which 'Colonel Hannay ſent 
you, \applied as well to the Nabob and the Nabob's Brother, as to the Begums ? 

A. It certainly 9 imply ſome Suſpicions of the Nabob * his Brother Saadit Ali, as well 
as of the Begums ? 

Q. The Queſtion is, Whether it applied as fully to the Nabob — his Brother, as to the Be- 
gums ? 


A. I believe not ſo fully ; but I beg to refer to the Letters themſelves. 


| Q Concerning the other Informations and Reports you 90574 Wh whether r they did not all 
"mL y 


as well to the Nabob and his Brother as to the Begums ? 
A. I do not think they did ; I do not believe they did. 


Q. Have you ever read the Affidavits that were taken before Sir Elijah ran 
A. I have read ſome, and probably all of them at different Times; but I cannot ſay l recol- 
le&t the Contents of them at this Diſtance of Time. 


Q. Do you recolle& whether there is any One of thoſe Affidavits, that does not Race f Re- 


ports equally ſtrong againſt the Nabob and his Brother, as againſt the Begums ? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to this Queſtion, as as going to the Wit- 


neſs's Recollection of what another Perſon wrote, on a * in which the en 


was not at all concerned. 


. Did you, or did you not, receive a Letter from Capt. M. Donald while you was at t Chuns r. 
A. I do recolle& a Letter being received; it was not immediately from Capt. M Donald; but 


Letter. | 
£5-Fimn ahem cod.t,mhow? | 1 Fer ws; "+90 
A. It was from Capt. M*Donald directed to myſelf, it was apap by ſome P of Rajah 

Cheit Sing's, and carried to the Rajah, from thence it was _ to me * an eme ncleman 


. > 
| > we") 


Q. It was ſent you to Chunar ? 
A. It was; I received it at Chunar ? 


Q. Was that Letter from Capt. M Donald, in Point of Date, the firſt Information that you 


received upon the Subject of the Indiſpoſition of the Begums? 


A. I cannot ſay whether i i was the firſt or not, or whether page of Colonel Hannay' s night 1 not 
have been yr to it, 


The Managers for the Commons deſired the Letter might be read to the Witneſs. 


Read, the following Extract from the Appendix, Part 2, to the Benares Narrative, 
Num. 95, beginning at Page 117 of the ſame, | PAS 


« My dear Nat. ON Fn . 
s In ſuch critical Times as theſe, every Man has a Right to relate what he hears': A Friend 


ſhould and may do it without Impropriety ; therefore, before Hannay leaves the Neighbourhood of 
Fyzabad, I write you ty News and Opinion, leſt hereafter our Communication be cut off. There 
is certainly Villainy abroad. The Nabob, tis ſaid, ſet out well inclined to our Intereſt, but, fince, 
he and Saadut Ally have come to a proper Underſtanding. The latter wrote him, he was wrong to 
give us any Aſſiſtance; that ſuch another Opportunity might never offer of ſtriking off the Yoke; 
as yet he need only ſtand neuter himſelf, and, under Pretence of aſſembling his Zemeedars to attack 
Cheit Sing, privately dire& them to obſtruct the Junction of our Force by every poſſible Means. 

The Begums gave the ſame Advice, and Promiſe of Money. This, Cheit Sing has already diſburſed, 

to a great Amount. This Plan was the Cauſe of Gordon's Diſaſter ; being attacked in the Nabob's 

Country, while he thought himſelf amongſt Friends. My Information is from ſome 


-_ I have had it in my Power to be kind to. Alſo, it is the publick Talk of Fyzabad, where my 


le are daily inſulted. Likewiſe Zalim (who is with 2000 Men on the other Side, and means to 
—1 in the Morning) boaſts that he will ſoon do for us, as the Nabob will ſend Hannay no Aſſiſt- 


—— that he is ſure of, nor will any of the Collectors pay more Money ; we ſhall, therefore, ſhortly 
have none to pay our Troops with=—while _ have r n is now about Two Coſs — 26 


„n e ä e Ry 


1 
"_ 
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Ry Chaut, on the Oude Side, with only Two Companies, Two Guns, and (I believe) ſome diſaffect- 
ed Horſe. I have written him preſſingly to croſs to this Place, for ſhould Zalim be over before him; 
I ſhall be hemmed up in a ſmall Fort with One Hundred and Fifty Sepoys, when Zalim wilt take Care 
Hannay does not get over to relieve me; perhaps, while attempting to paſs the Gogra, be attacked 
by the People of the Begums, with the Zemeedars ſet on by her. In ſuch an Event, he could not 
poſſibly eſcape Deſtruction: My Wauſſelaut would ſoon be ſettled after fuch an Accident. I am 


apt to think this Matattah Treaty is only a Fetch to gain Time, until the Rains are over for certain, 


as their Horſe could not act during that Seaſon. Look to yourſelf, Nat. you may be in the-Nabob's 
Power. Mr. Haſtings ſhould not leave Chunar, until there be Force very ſufficient at Hand, both 
to check his Excellency, and do for Cheit Sing, leſt he get into a worſe Scrape. A very few Days 
will determine it one way or other, with Regard to us Rulers over theſe. You may think me hum- 
ming, but it is more than Odds we never, never meet again. God proſper You, and pray take 


Care, &c. 
„Amore, | | « Yours, &c. 
gth September 17817. * I. Macdonald (a).“ 
Q. Do you remember this Letter? 
A. I do. | 


Q. Did you communicate this Letter to Mr, Haſtings ? 
A. I delivered the Letter to him, 


Q. Where? | 
A. At Chunar. 


. Do you not know that Mr. Haſtings received numerous Intimations and Cautions againſt 


the Nabob Vizier ? 


A. I believe he did receive ſome... 


Q. Can you tell whether they were or were not numerous ? 
A. I cannot tell. 


Q. Did you believe the Reports, as applied to the Vizier and Saadit Ali, as well as to the ? 

A. I certainly did not believe them, as they applied to the Vizier, with whom I hap to be 
at the Time; but, with refpe& to Saadit, I cannot ſpeak with the ſame Certainty. | 

Q. Do you believe them at this Moment, with reſpect to Saadit Ali? 

A. I can only ſpeak from what is upon the Records: Mr. Haſtings acquits Saadit Ali of any 
Views of that kind; I cannot now form any Opinion of them. 


. Whether thoſe general Reports, concerning the Begums, did not aſſert, that the Objects of 
the Begums were, as well to dethrone the Nabob, as to extirpate or injure the Engliſh ? | 
A. I think they were, to the beſt of my RecolleQion. | | | 


Q. But as to the Point of dethroning him ? 
A. I cannot ſay fo generally as that, Yor they were hoſtile to him. 


QQ. Whether upon your Oath you have not ſo ſtated it? 
A. I do not recollect that I have. | 


% Did you not think it an extraordinary Circumſtance that the Nabob ſhould go with ſo ſmall 
an Attendance through Fyzabad, which was the Head Quarters of the Rebels, at the very Mo- 
ment the Rebellion exiſted ? | | 

A. The Nabob's Guard at this Time was about 2000 Horſe, and I underſtood at this Time that 
the Diſorders of the Country had a good deal ſubſided. | | 


Q.: Whether you did, or not, think it extraordinary he ſhould go with a Guard of 2000 Horſe, 
under the Circumſtances you have repreſented the Country to have been in, or to have been re- 


ported, at leaſt, to be in? | | : 
A. No, I did not think it extraordinary; 2000 Horſe I ſhould think ſufficient to have repelled | 
any Force that might be diſpoſed to obſtruct him. 
Q. You ſaid the Nabob parted with you to travel as faſt as he could, round by Fyzabad, with 
thoſe Horſe ; did you underſtand the Nabob to go to pay a Viſit to his Mother, or to ſuppreſs an 
Infurre&tion ? | | | 6 7 „ 
A. To pay a Viſit, I underſtood. | 


* you remonſtrate to the Nabob upon the Danger of paying a friendly Viſit at that 
ime | 
A. No, certainly not. 


Q. Whether you did not make an Affidavit before Sir Eljah Impey ? 


— 


2 — 8 * — — VO TOO OP — _ — 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 211. 
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225 not 6 that Aﬀidavi purport to contain the Whole of the Truth which you knew reſpect- 
in ms 
. A. Boy Thing chars linow of ee Kea only 


Q. When did | ſee Colonel Hannay, after the Affair of Shumſheer Cawn's foppoed i ill Con- 
408 to Captain Gordon ? 

A. About Two Months afterwards, to the beſt of my Recollection; the Accident to Captain 
Gordon happened in September, and I think I ſaw Colonel Hannay in November, 


Q. Was) * ns Sir Elijah Impey arrived at Luck: 
A. About that Time. 


Q 5 you remember the Arrival of Sir Elijah Impey? | | 
ES, | 


Was your Converſation with Colonel Hannay, ref] Captain Gordon's Affair, at the 
15 1 delivered him up the Letters ? , pen 


believe it was about that Time, 


8 What Circumſtance did Colonel Hannay relate to you reſpecting Captain Gordon's Situation, 
and his Eſcape upon that Occaſion ? 

A. I cannot fay I recolle& particularly the Converſation Colonel Hannay had, further than 
relating the Accident he had met with, and the narrow Eſcape that he had had: He mentioned, at 
the ſame Time, that he had had ſome "Correſpondence with the Begums upon the Subject. 


Q. Did he not inform you of the Purport of that Correſpondence between him and the Begum ? 
2 Not in particular; he only informed me in general, that it was an amicable Correſpon- 
ce. 


Q. Did you not learn from it chat the Begums had in Fact reſcued Captain Gordon from the * 
tuation he was in at Tanda ? 

A. I underſtood from Colonel Hannay, that the Begums had reſcued Cope Gordon, and ſent 
him under a protecting Guard to Colonel Hannay. 


33 Did you not depoſe upon Oath, before Sir Elijah Impey, every enen ier that you 

knew againſt the, Begums ? 

A. I apprehend I did; I knew little, of my own Knowledge, reſpecti ms, as 
J happened to be, during the Time of the Troubles, with Mr. Haſtings at C 54 aſſerted 
very little upon my own Knowledge. 

Q. But you aſſerted, all that you did know of your own a Knowledge ? 

A. Yes. 

| Q. Does not that Affidavit contain alſo Aſſertions of Hearſay which came to your Know- 


ledge ? 
A. I would wiſh the Affidavit to be read y I cannot fay 1 can recolleR, a this Time, what I 
did ſay then. 


Then the following Paſſage of the Witneſs's Affdavit was read to him, from the 
Appendix to the Benares NT re, Num. 9. A. (a) 


That he heard, at the Time, and believed, and does Al believe, that much Encourage- 
« ment, and ſome actual Aid, in the _ of Troops, was given Rajah Cheyt Sing, by Bahar 
« Ali Cawn, and Jewar Ali 'Cawn, the Two 1 14 Eunuchs and Counſellors of the Vizier's 
© Mother, at Fyzabad; and that their Conduct, as well as that of their Dependants, during 
the Continuance of the Diſturbances at Benares, manifeſted a ſtrong Diſaffection to the Engliſh.” 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, you did intend to comprize in that Affidavit not only all that you koew 
of your perſonal Knowledge, but all that you had heard from Report ? 
A. Yes, in general all 1 had heard upon the Subject. 


Q. Why then did not you depoſe to this Hiſtory that you heard from Colonel Hannay, of the Be- 
gums having delivered Captain Gordon, and ſent him under a protecting Guard ? 

A. The Reaſon I did not was, becauſe at the Time Colonel Hannay gave me this Hiſtory, he 
mentioned a Circumſtance that gave me Reaſon to pay very little Attention to what the Begun 
did; which was, that he conſidered Captain Gordon to be entirely at the Mercy ofthe 
he thought it a Piece of Policy to temporize with the Begums, and to write them friendly "394 
ters; and to thoſe Letters he did impute at che Time the Safety of Colonel Gordon, 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 255, 6th Line from the Bottom, 
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| Was that the whole Reaſon you had, for not inſerting the Particulars of that ne in _ 


Affi Javit ? 
A. It was : I had not ſeen the Letters that paſſed between Colonel e and the Begums; it 


was only mentioned generally by Colonel Hannay. 


Q. Whatever the Begums Motives were, was not you in fact 550 that Shumſheer Can 
inſtead of being encouraged by the Begums to diſtreſs Captain Gordon, had in fact ſaved and 
protected him under their Orders ? 

A. As far as I informed your Lordſhips, I certainly was; at the ſame Time I was not apprized 
that the Begums had taken any Notice of the Behaviour of Shumſheer Cawn, as it was repreſented 
by Captain Gordon, but that, he was continued there in his Office the _ as he was be- 


fore. 


Q. I underſtand Jeu to ſay that you were then appriſed that the Begums had taken no Notice 


of the Behaviour of Sumſhire Cawn ? 
2 I was appriſed that they had not taken Notice of his Behaviour, but continued him in his 


| | Q Wi you not appriſed that the Begums upon the Firſt Intimation from Colonel Hannay 
that Captain Gordon was in any Danger, had ſent an Eſcort * Oy to reſcue him from that 
Danger ? | = 

A. *] heard thatthey had. 


Q. At that Time you were appriſed of it ? 
A. I was. 


Q. Was you not — that Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon, after Captain Gordon was 
in Safety with Colonel Hannay, had written a Letter of Thanks and Gratitude to the __ and 
her Miniſters ? 

A. I was certainly appriſed, from what Colonel Hatinay had ſaid, that he had written Letters to 
the Begums upon that Subject: I do not recollect that I heard, that Captain Gordon had written 


Letters upon that Subject. 
Q. Was you appriſed of a Letter from Captain Gordon to the Begum in the following Words ? 


« A Copy of an Addreſs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 


m Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generoſity, whom God preſerve. 

oy Atte preſenting the uſual Profeſſions of Servitude, &c. in the cuſtomary Manner, my Ad- 
dreſs is permitted, 

« Your gracious Letter, in Anſwer to the Petition of your Servants from Goondah, exalted 
me. From the Contents, I am become unſpeakably impreſſed with the Honour it conferred. 
— the Almighty protect that Royal Purity, and beſtow Happineſs, Increaſe of Wealth, and 

roſperi 

ind Welfare of your Servant is entirely owing to your Favour and Benevolence. 

« A few Days have elapſed ſince I arrived at Goondah, with the Colonel Saib. 

« This is preſented. for your Highneſs's Information. I cheriſh Hopes from your Generoſity, 
that, conſidering me in the Light of One of your Servants, always continue to exalt and honour 
me with your gracious Letters. 

« May the Sun of Proſperity continually ſhine.” 


Q. Was you grind of Captain Gordon's having written this Lenter, aſter he arrived in Safety 
to Colonel Hannay ? | 
A.. Not till I ſaw the Letter. 


Did you ſee the Letter at the Time? 
A Not at the Time. 


Q. Do you remember when you firſt ſaw it ? 
A. It was towards the End of the Year 1782 that I firſt ſaw the Letter. 


Q. Upon what Principle did you think yourſelf juſtified, when you were ſwearing to all you 
knew reſpecting the Begums, to conceal the Circumſtance you now confeſſed ? 

A. I have informed your Lordſhips what induced me to _ it very. little Credit, which wes 
the Explanation given me by Colonel Hannay at the Time, of the Motives toe his writing n 


Letters to the Begum. 


Q: Whether Shumſheer Cawn was not afterwards delivered up to you by the Beguens Ss 
A. He was delivered up to the Nabob. 


Q. n Storming of Fyzabad ? 
es. 


Q. Was 
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2. Was he delivered to you, or to the Nabob? 7 
A. He was delivered up to the Nabob certainly; but I believe he was afterwarcs delivered 


'over by the Nabob to my Guard. 


„What Charge did you then prefer againſt him, or what did you take to diſcover th 
Trod of his Conduct at Tanda? a | _ dns! | oa 
A. At that Time, none. | | 


Q. Was not Shumſhire Cawn almoſt immediately teleaſed after he was put under your Care ? 
A. Very ſoon after he was put into my Care. I left Lucknow, and went on Leave of Ab- 
ſence from Lucknow; and I left Mr. Johnſon in Charge of my Office, and during my Abſence 


7 


he was releaſed. 


Q. How long was it after the Time he was firſt committed to your Care ? 
A. About a Month, I believe. 


— any Examination taken, or Means uſed, to diſcover the Truth of Shumſhire Cawn's 
u 
A. No, not by me; not at all. 


Q. Do you know of any being taken in your Office by Mr. Johnſon, or any Body elle? 
A. No, I do not. | 


Q. Where was Mr. Scott's Factory? 
A. At Tanda. | 


Q. Where did Captain Gordon reſide while he was at Tanda ? 
A. I don't know; probably in Mr. Scott's Factory: But I cannot ſay, 


Q. Had not Mr. Scott the Monopoly of Cloths in thoſe Provinces ? . 
A. He carried on a conſiderable Trade there; I cannot ſay he had a Monopoly. 


Q. Do you know what Monopoly means ? 
A. Yes. | 


Q. Had he the excluſive Right of trading there ? 
A. No, not at this Time. 


Had he a great Manufactory there? 
Eye he had. 7. 


Q. Had you any Complaint, during the Whole of the Troubles of that Time, that Shum- 
ſhire Cawn, or any other Perſon upon the Part of the Begums, had diſturbed Mr. Scott, or any 


other Perſons, or their Servants or Workmen, or any Engliſhman there ſettled ? 


A. I do not recolle& that I had. 


Did not the Begum herſelf deliver up Shumſhire Cawn, expreſſing her Aſtoniſhment, that 
* Report ſhould prevail to his Diſadvantage ? EE (6 , : 
A. I do not recollect that ſhe did. 


. Did not the Begum ſend Copies of the Correſpondence between her ahd Colonel Hannay 
and Captain Gordon to you, juſt previous to the delivering him up ? 
A, No; I do not recollect ſhe did. . 


Q Do you ſay, you do not recolle& it? | | 
A. Not at that Time; about a Twelvemonth afterwards, they were brought by Major 


Gilpin. 


Ba” Sir Elijah Impey was taking Depoſitions at Lucknow teſpecting this Affair at Tanda, 
did they call upon Mr. Scott to give any Information upon the Subject? 


A. I really de not know whether he was, or that he was not: His Affidavit, I imagine, will ap- 
pear, if he was called upon. 


Q. Do you know whether he was or was not called upon ? 
A. I do not. 


Q. Did not Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon make Depoſitions before Sir Elijah Impey ? 
A. They did. : 


08 either of them mention the Circumſtance of the Begum's having reſcued Captain 
Gordon ? | | Les | 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to the Queſtion. 


Q. Was not Captain Gordon a Military Collector under Colonel Hannay ?- 
A. He was one of the Officers under Colonet Hannay. I will not take upon myſelf to fay in 
what Manner Colonel Hannay employed him. | 

| | 7R Q. Was 
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Q. Was Colonel Hannay a Military Collector? 
A. He was. 


Q. Do you know, what the Danger that Captain Gordon fell into was owing to ? 
A. No, I do not: Captain Gordon has ſtated the Whole in a very long Letter. 


Q. Do you know any Thing of it, beſides what is contained in that Letter ? 
A. No, I do not. | 


Q. (Y the Counſel.) Do you know where Captain Gordon is at preſent ? 
A. I believe, in London; I ſaw him a few Days ago. | 


Q. Do you not know whether he is come from abroad on Purpoſe to give Evidence here? 
A. I underſtand he is come from abroad for that Purpoſe, if he ſhould be called upon. 


Q. Do you know what Degree of Danger Captain Gordon was in when the Begums protected 
him ? | 
A. I did not underſtand he was under any Reſtraint ; he remained at Tanda till they ſent the 
Eſcort to take him away. T | 


Q. Whether the Force that had been under the Command of Captain Gordon had been diſ- 
perſed by Means of Shumſheer Khan and his People, before the Begum ſent to deliver him? 
A. I know no more of that Tranſaction than what is recorded by Captain Gordon himſelf. 


Q. (by a Lord.) Whether you preſerved or deſtroyed thoſe private Letters which you received 
from Time to Time from Mr. Haſtings, and which you have ſtated to relate to publick Buſineſs, 
in Whole or in Part? | | 

A. I cannot ſay I preſerved them in Whole: I may have ſome of them; I have no doubt 
but I have ſome of them. | 


Q. Did you or did you not take and preſerve Copies of your Anſwers to thoſe private Letters? 
A. Not entirely ; of ſome undoubtedly I did. e | 


Q. What is become of thoſe Copies ? | 
A. I have ſome of them undoubtedly ; I cannot ſay that I have complete Copies of them. 


Q. Did you communicate the Circumſtance of Shumſheer Khan's not being animadverted upon 
by the Begums, as a Circumſtance that you gave Credit to in Proof of their Diſaffection? 
A. No; I do not recollect that I made any Communication of it. | 


If I underſtand you right, you ſay the Treaty of Chunar was in Two Parts; One diſtinctly 
the Conceſſions made by Mr. Haſtings, the other Part diſtinctly the Conceſſions made by the 
Nabob; were there Counterparts of both thoſe two Parts of the Agreement executed by the reſpec- 


tive Parties? 
A. Not that I know of. 


Were both thoſe Parts put by Accident among your Papers when you went to Lucknow ? 
2 They were; both of them. * 


Q. Then the Nabob had no original Part? 
A. The Original, upon his Part, was delivered to the Nabob. 4 


Q. How many Inſtruments were ſigned on one Side, or on the other, at the Time of the Treaty 
of Chunar, on the 19th of September? 
A. Iwo. | 


Q. A Part, and a Counterpart ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Both thoſe you had in your Poſſeſſion ? 
A. Yes. . | 
. Then what do you mean by ſaying the Nabob had the Original ? 
* The Nabob had the Part the Governor General had Ganed, 


Q. Then you could not have both in your Poſſeſſion ? 
A. For a Time I had. 


Q. When was that other delivered to the Nabob ? 
A. The very next Day, I believe. 


Te Whether there were Duplicates of theſe Two Parts executed by Mr. Haſtings and the 
ADOD *! 
A. I believe not. 7 


Q. Then did you carry to Lucknow che two Parts, the Part containing the Conceſſions to Mr. 
Fang and the Part containing the Conceſſions to the Nabob ? s 
A. I carried all the Papers relating to that Treaty. 


Q. If 
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Duplicates executed, could the Nabob be in Poſſeſſion of either Part in the mean Time? 
A. It was delivered to him as ſoon as it could be after its Execution. 


Q. Where was it delivered to him? 8 . REES = | 
A. I cannot ſay whether at Chunar, or the next Day when I joined him on the other Side of the 
River; but it certainly was delivered to him and in his Poſſeſſion, where I ſaw it frequently 
afterwards. | | | / 


. I have underſtood you that both theſe Parts were found in your Poſſeſſion when you went to 
Luc | | | 55 


now ? | 
A. No, not when I went to Lucknow. 1 


* 


Q When did you find thoſe Parts in your Poſſeſſion ; you are underſtood to have ſaid this,— 


[ 


in favour of the Nabob : You are underſtood alſo to have ſaid, there were no Duplicates of thoſe 
Inſtruments executed, and that both thoſe original Inſtruments were carried by you to Lucknow ? 
A. Yes. | 


Q. Then the Nabob could not poſſibly have it? 


A. I cannot ſay when it was delivered to the Nabob but that it was delivered is certain, for it is 
in his Poſſeſſion now. 


* Do you _ when he was firſt put in Poſſeſſion of- it J 
I cannot ſay. 


Q. What was it you delivered to Colonel Hannay to carry to Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. The Part of the Treaty that pledged the Nabob to certain Conditions, 


Q. One Part of the Treaty only? 
A. One Part of the Treaty only, 


Q. Then what became of the other Part which you did not tranſmit by Colonel Hannay ? 
A. That Part was lodged with the Nabob certainly. * 


I underſtand you to have ſaid, that you told the Nabob, and the Nabob's two Miniſters, 
that his the Nabob's Part of the Engagement was not to be literally fulfilled, and that Mr. Haſt- 
ings ſhould have ſomething to ſhew: Did you or did you not at that Time give the Nabob to 
underſtand that you gave ſuch Aſſurances on the Part of Mr, Haſtings, or that ſuch Aſſurances 
were not given on the Part of Mr. Haſtings : which was it? 

A. I wiſhed him to underſtand that I ſpoke only according to my own Belief of the Tenor and 
Object of the Treaty; I certainly did not tell him that I had any Authority from Mr. Haſtings, 
nor do I believe he thought I had. 


Q. Whether the Nabob, or either of his Miniſters, did or did not expreſs or intimate a Wiſh that 


Manner you did? my | 
A. I do not recollect they did. " 


Q. Are you poſitive whether you ever had or had not from Mr. Haſtings either ſpecial or gene- 
ral Inſtructions or Permiſſion to make any Aſſurance of the Kind you have mentioned; or do you 
mean we ſhould underſtand that you gave thoſe Aſſurances entirely unauthoriſed by Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I do not believe Mr. Haſtings ever did give me any Authority whatever for communi- 
cating ſuch Aſſurances : I communicated them only, as founded on my own Belief of what was the 
Object and the principal Aim of the Treaty, namely, the Recovery of the Company's Debt from 
the Nabob: I ſtated it fo to the Nabob. 338 


Object of the Treaty? 


A. I have no Doubt but it was; and even Mr. Haſtings's Inſtructions, I believe, will ſerve to 
confirm that Belief. 


| Q. Then when you gave thoſe Aſſurances to the Nabob, you thought you were giving Adur- 
ances conformable to Mr. Haſtings's Intention, with reſpect to the Execution of the Treaty ? 
A. I certainly did conceive I was. * 


Q. (By the Managers.) When you communicated to Mr: Haſtings this Argument, which you 
had uſed with the Nabob to prevail upon him to execute the Treaty, did Mr. Haſtings in any Man- 
ner diſavow it, or in any reſpect rebuke you, for having ſo pledged him to the Nabob ? 
A. Mr. Haſtings's Letter, in Anſwer to mine, is upon Record; I hope your Lordſhips will per- 
mit me to refer to the Letter itſelf. ; 


Did Mr. Haſtings, in any other Way than by that Letter, hold that ſort of Converſation with 
you 
A. No; in no other Way than by that Letter, and the other Letters that are upon Record. 

FM | Q. When 


Q. If you were in Poſſeſſion of both thoſe Parts of the Agreement, of which there were no 


that there were two Inſtruments ſigned, one by the Nabob, of the Contracts that he made in 
favour of the 3 and the other by Mr. Haſtings, of the Contracts that the Company made 


Mr. Haſtings, who was then in the Room, ſhould confirm the Aſſurances you gave them in the 


Q. Whether that Belief was founded upon any Converſation with Mr. Haſtings, reſpecting the 


— 
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Q. When the Nabob found that this Treaty was to be literally and fully carried into Execution, 
did he or did he not remind you of the Converſation he had with you, and your giving him Hopes 


that that would not happen? | 
A. He did. 


Q. (from @ Lord.) Whether the Nabob would have executed that Treaty but under the In- 
ducement of the Promiſe you made him in that Converſation : Was that his Inducement ? 

A. His principal Inducement : With reſpect to the Queſtion now put, I dare ſay the Nabob 
would not have executed the Treaty without ſome ſuch Aſſurances as I gave him, without further 
Reference to Mr. Haſtings. What Aſſurances he might have given him, I cannot ſay. 


The Counſel for the Defendant deſired the Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar 
might be ſhewn to the Witneſs. li Cee F 


The ſame was accordingly ſhewn to him ; and he was aſked, 


Q. Do you remember whether that Article was wholly the Nabob's own Propoſition ? 
A. I underſtood the Whole of the Propoſitions were entirely the Nabob's. 


Q. Whether the Nabob's Complaints were or were not confined to this Article of the Treaty 

reſpecting the Reſumption of the Jaghires? | | | 

A. They were made upon that Occaſion, and I believe were confined, as far as J recolle&, to 
the Subject of reſuming the Jaghires. | 


Q. Can you or not recollect, whether Part of that Objection did not expreſsly point to the Re- 
ſumption of his Mother's Jaghires ? 

A. It is very poſſible it might; it was the moſt conſiderable, and the firſt Jaghire that was 
brought under Diſcuſſion. | 


Then the Second Article (a) of the Treaty of Chunar was read, as follows: 


« Art. 2, That, as great Diſtreſs has ariſen to the Nabob's Government from the Military Power 
and Dominion aſſumed by the Jagheerders, he be permitted to reſume ſuch as he may find neceſ- 
fary; with a Reſerve, that all ſuch for the Amount of whoſe Jagheers the Company are Guaran- 
tees, ſhall, in caſe of the Reſumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net Collec- 
tions, through the Reſident, in ready Money.” : | | 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. (By the Managers). Whether the Ground of the Nabob's Complaint was not, that Mr. Haſt- 
ings * to compel him to reſume ſuch Jaghires as he, Mr. Haſtings, and not the Nabob, 
thought proper N 
A. It was, that Mr. Haſtings compelled him to make a general Reſumption, inſtead of mak- 
ing it particular. N | 


Then the Managers for the Commons deſired a Paſſage might be read from Mr. 
Haſtings's Defence at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


Read, the following Extract from the MS. beginning at Page 237 of the ſame. 


« When the Nabob ſo earneſtly deſired my Sanction for the Reſumption of the Jaghires, he 
certainly had in View only the Begums, and a few others of Magnitude, which he conſidered pro- 
tected either by the Guarantee or Favour of the Company: He could not be ſuppoſed to aſk my 
Sanction to the Reſumption of Grants in which the Company's Faith was by no Means eon- 
cerned; but being aware that his Exceliency intended a | ang Reſumption, reſerving the Jag- 
hires for his particular Favourites, who, from their Character and Conduct, ought to be the firſt 
proſcribed, I determined to defeat the Deſign, by adviſing him to make the Reſumption general 
and he engaged to follow my Advice. The Conſequence of this, his Excellency did not, at that 
Time, advert to; but when he diſcovered, that by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my deter- 
mined Adherence to it, he was precluded from ſhewing any Partiality; and moreover, that the 
Produce of the Jagheers, when reſumed, inftead of coming immediately into his Poſſeſſion, was 
to be appropriated to the Liquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I expreſsly ſtipu- 
lated, he became indifferent, and even apparently averſe to the Reſumption.“ 


Q. (by the Counſel.) Whether the Point of the Nabob's Complaint was not to the Reſumption 
of the Jaghires of his Orderlies, and not thoſe of the Begums ? 


A. Not particularly; I do not recolle& he expreſſed any in particular; but it was my Opi- 
nion it related to the Jaghires of thoſe Orderlies. 1 | 9 


; (a) Vide ſupra, Page 141. 


( 619 ) 


Q. (by the Managers.) Whether in that Converſation he did or did not expreſsly object to the 
Reſumption of his Mother's Jaghires ? | 
A. I believe he objected to the Meaſure altogether, 


Q. Can you or not recolle& whether Part of that Objection did not expreſsly point to the Re- 
ſumption of his Mother's Jaghires ? 


A. It is very poſſible it might; that was the moſt conſiderable and the Firſt Jaghire that was 
brought under Diſcuſſion, 


Q.: Did he, or did he not; or do you recolle& any Thing about it? 


A. I recolle& his Objection was general; poſſibly the Objection was made upon the Propoſal 
to reſume the Begum's Jaghires. ; 


Q. (by @ Lord.) Upon Recollection, whether it was pointed to the Reſumption of his Mother's 


aghire ? | 


A. I believe I have ſaid, that it was propoſed to reſume the Mother's Jaghire ; that was the 
principal one, and upon that it aroſe. 


Q. (by the Managers.) Whether Captain Gordon did not apply for C. 3000, or ſome other great 


Sum of Money, on account of the Loſs of his Baggage, by the Means of Shumſheer Khan ? 
A. I recolle& he did make a Claim of that Sort. 


Q. Was that Claim allowed ? 
A. It was. 


Q. (by a Lord.) I think you ſaid the Nabob was very reluctant to ſign the Treaty of Chunar ; 
how could he be reluctant to ſign the Treaty, if every Article of it was propoſed by himſelf ? 

A. The Nabob's Reluctance was to ſigning his Part; thoſe Parts Mr. Haſtings ſigned had 
been of the Nabob's own propoling. | | | 


Q. (by the Managers.) Was you preſent at the Time when the Nabob made the Propoſal for 


reſuming the Jaghires ? | 


A. I was preſent when the Nabob delivered his Requiſitions to Mr. Haſtings, upon which the 
Treaty was formed. ; 


Q. Was you preſent at the Time when he firſt delivered that Treaty, or made any original 
Propoſition upon the Subject? 


A. I was preſent when the firſt Propoſitions were delivered in Writing to Mr. Haſtings. 


Q. Whether you was preſent at the firſt Propoſition made by the, Nabob for the Reſumption of 
the 9 whether in Writing or not? 
A. 


have before informed your Lordſhips, that I was preſent when the firſt Propoſition was 
made, which was in Writing. | 


Q. Do you know thar that was the firſt Propoſition made ? 
A. I have Reaſon to believe it was; I have no Doubt bur it was. 


Q. When you ſupplied Inſtructions for making Mr. Haſtings's Defence, had you peruſed the 
Affidavits which were taken at Lucknow, and the Allegations of Mr, Haſtings upon that Subject, 
in his Narrative of this Tranſaction ? | 


A. I cannot ſay I had juſt at that Time: I have no Doubt, in a Courſe of Years, I have per- 
uſed all the Affidavits, as well as the whole Narrative. 


Q. Was you preſent on the 1th or 12th September, in the firſt Conference between Mr; 
Haſtings and the Nabob, upon the Nabob's coming from Lucknow to Chunar ? 
A. I believe I was preſent at the firſt Meeting they had. | 


Q. Were you preſent at all ? 
A. I don't believe I was at all. 


Q. When you informed Mr. Haſtings of the Nabob's Objection to the Reſumption of the 


Jaghires, did he, in Anſwer, appeal to your own perſonal Knowledge, of the Propoſition being origi- 


nally made by the Nabob? 
A. I muſt beg to refer your Lordſhips to the Letter Mr. Haſtings wrote upon that Subject. 


Q. Beſides that Letter, did he ever make ſuch Repreſentation ? 
A. No. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. | 
Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 
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Die Martis, 6' Maij 1788. 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 


quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence, | | 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe they would now proceed to 
lay before them the firſt Traces they could diſcover of the Conſpiracy formed againſt the 
Princeſſes of Oude, and the firſt Determination of Mr. Haſtings to accuſe them, in 
order to poſſeſs himſelf of their Treaſures ; preparatory to which, they would ſhew 
the avowed Motives upon which Mr. Haſtings ſet out from Calcutta. | 


Read, the following Extract of the Benaris Narrative, Calcutta Edition, beginning 
at Page 12 of the ſame. | | 5 


_ « I will ſuppoſe for a Moment that I have erred, that I have acted with an unwarranted Rigour 
towards Cheit Sing, and even with Injuſtice. Let my Motive be conſulted. I left Calcutta im- 
reſſed with the Belief, that extraordinary Means were neceſſary, and thoſe exerted with a ſtron 
Hand, to preſerve the Company's Intereſts from ſinking under the accumulated Weight which 
oppreſſed them. I ſaw a political Neceſſity for curbing the overgrown Payer of a great Member 

of their Dominion, and making it contribute to the Relief of their preſſing Exigencies (a).” 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, P. 7. 


© It was ted, that he had inherited a vaſt Maſs of Wealth from his Father Bulwant Sing, 
which he had ſecured in the Two ſtrong Fortreſſes of Bidjeygur and Luttecfpoor, and made 
yearly Additions to it (þ).” - | ; 


Read, alſo, from the fame Book, P. 45. 


« It js credibly affirmed, that he inherited from his Father, Bulwant Sing, a complete Crore 


of Rupees; to which, it is believed, that he made conſiderable Additions (c).“ 


| Read, from Book 17, already delivered in, Extract of a Letter from the Governor 
General to Major Popham, ſigned Warren Haſtings, and dated Chunar, 14th No- 
vember 1781, beginning at Page 24 of the ſaid Book. 


« The Subject on which I am now to write is a very diſagreeable and painful One to me, but 
indiſpenſable. I have received Information which, though private, is certainly authentic, that 


E have already diſtributed One Dividend of the Treaſure found in Bidjii Gur, amongſt the Of- | 


cers and Troops on the Spot. If this be true, I am very ſorry for it, as, on many Tonſidera- 
tions, it appears to me that ſuch Diſtribution is premature, I apprehend that it is a Propoſition 
not to be diſputed, that every Thing acquired by the Arms of a State belongs to the State which 
employed thoſe Arms. By Charters and Acts of Parliament, the ſole Right to all Conqueſts or 
Captures made by the Company's Arms were veſted in the Company. It was however my Inten- 
tion to have uſed my utmoſt Authority-and Influence to have obtained for the Troops engaged in 
the Service againſt Cheit Sing, the whole Booty which might be found in Bidjygur and other 
Places. I regarded it as the due Reward of their Services, and Recompence of their Sufferings, 
but I never meant that they ſhould ſeize it and ſcramble for it. Beſides, if the actual Right was 
in the Army, at a Time like this, when the Exigencies of the Company are fo great, ſurely they 
might have expected to have benefited by the immediate Uſe of it as a Loan. I had, I muſt own, 


— 


my —_— * 4 
* 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 514, Par. 3. | (c) Vide ſupra, Page 127, Line 23. 
(3) Vide ſupra, Page 112, Line 20, | | 
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ſuch Confidence in your Diſcretion, that I did expect, if the Treaſure found in the Fort ſhould 
prove very conſiderable, you would not have proceeded to any Diſtribution of it, until you had 
reported the Amount do the Board, and obtained their Sanction for appropriating it to the Troops, 
or at leaſt that you would have repreſented it to me, as I am ſo near you. 


L Signed at the End] 
| « Warren Haſtings (0). 


Then the Managers for the Commons defired Sir Elijah Impey might be called in, 
Accordingly Sir ELIJAH IMPEY was again called, and examined as follows: 


Q. What Time did you ſee Mr. Haſtings after the Troubles of Benares? | 
A. I believe it was the latter End of October, or the Beginning of November. I am not quite 
ſure whether it was not late in November ; the Date I am not certain of, 


| Q. Was it after or before the Capture of Bidjeygur ? 
A. Before the Capture of Bidjeygur. 


Q. Where was it you ſaw Mr. Haſtings? 
A. At Benares, 


Q. Did you receive Inſtructions from Mr. Haſtings at that Time, relative to Depoſitions which 
were to be taken by you at Lucknow ? | | 
A. I do not know I ever received any Inſtructions whatever from Mr, Haſtings, about taking 


Affidavits. 


1 Did you receive a Letter at that Time from Mr. Haſtings, which you was to deliver to 
r. Middleton ? | | | 

A. Not upon my firſt going to Benares I believe a Week at leaſt had intervened, and I was at 
Chunar when I received a wr of a Letter, which I was to carry to Mr. Middleton, the Governor 
having before ſent an original Letter to him. 


Q. I underſtand you received this Letter at Chunar, a Week after you had been with Mr. 
Haſtings? | 3 
Ae 1 believe thereabouts; I cannot be preciſe as to the Time; it might be r it might be leſs 
than a Week ; but I had been ſome Days with Mr, Haſtings. | 


Q. And at Chunar? 
A. At Chunar. 


Q. Was it a Duplicate of a Letter ? | | 
A. It was a Duplicate of a Letter, merely that I might know what Mr, Haſtings had written 
to Mr, Middleton. | N 


Q. Do you recollect whether this was after the Capture of Bidjeygur ? 

A: I believe this was after the Capture of Bidjeygur; I think it was, as well as I can recollect. 
I was with Mr. Haſtings before the Capture of Bidjeygur ; but I believe this was ſubſequent to 
the Capture of Bidjeygur. I arrived at Lucknow, I think, the 25th of November, I believe I 
was Four Days going, and I received the Letter the Day before I ſet out from Chunar; fo that 
if the Date of the Capture of Bidjeygur can be fixed, that will aſcertain whether it was before or 
after the Capture of Bidjeygur. | | 


Q. Then you received it about the 2oth of November ? 
A. 1 fancy thereabouts; I kept no Memorandum, and therefore I am not accurate as to the 


Date. 


Q. Was it the Day after the Letter to Major Popham was ſent ? 
A. The Letter had been before ſent by Mr. Haſtings ; I believe the Date of the Letter to Mr. 
Middleton will not aſcertain the Time I received the Copy. 


Q. Did you receive no Notes nor written Inſtruftions from Mr. Haſtings beſides that Letter ? 
A. I had very ſhort Memorandums beſides that Letter, but not with reſpe& to the Aſſidavits. 
They had no Relation whatever to the Affidavits. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay you had no Converſation with Mr. Haſtings reſpecting thoſe Affidavits 


which were to be taken at Lucknow ? 
A. I do not mean to ſay I had no Converſation: I ſaid I had no Notes of any Thing relative to 


taking the Affidavits; I had Converſations with Mr. Haſtings upon that Subject. 


Did you ſettle the Form of a Caption for thoſe Affidavits encloſed in a Letter to Mr. 
Middleton? | 


_— * —— / * 


FE 3 = n 8 
(a) Vide ſupra, Page 284, Par. the laſt. | 


Q. The 
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A. The Form of the Caption which I ſettled was this: Such a Perſon depoſed before Sir Eli. 


a 
ah Impey ; that is, the Whole of the Caption, or Words to that Effect: That I ſuppoſe to be 
2 by the Caption of the Affidavits. : , 2 1 


Q. Was that ſent in a Letter to Mr. Middleton ? L. | 
A. I believe it was ſent in a Letter to Mr. Middleton, becauſe the Copy of the Letter that I 
had, acquainted Mr. Middleton it had been ſo ſent. 12 | | 


Q Had you not Inſtructions reſpecting the Manner in which the Affidavits or Depoſitions of the 
native Witneſſes were to be taken? : 

A. None that I recollect; I rather gave Inſtructions for taking the Affidavits, than received 

Q. In ſettling the Caption of theſe: Affidavits, were theſe Words ſuggeſted b that 

—_— before Sir Elijah Impey Knight, &c. Chief Juſtice of the res Court of J 3 
at Fort William in Bengal? | | 

A. I believe they were. If that is the Caption of the Affidavits, I have no Doubt it is the Cap- 
tion that was ſettled by me. | | 


Q. 'Did you conſider your Juriſdiction as extending to the Province of Oude ? 
A. Undoubtedly not, 


Q. Upon what Circumſtance did you think it a juſtifiable Meaſure for you to proceed to Luck- 
no to take thoſe Depoſitions? | | ; 

A. I had no Idea it was an unjuſtifiable Meaſure ; when it is pointed out to me how it is unjuſti- 
fiable I will endeavour to give an Anſwer to the Queſtion. | 


Q. What induced you to go to Lucknow upon this Buſineſs ? 

A. Mr. Haſtings was about writing a Narrative of the Proceedings at Banares; I did it for the 
Purpoſe of authenticating to the Engliſh Nation the Facts in the Banares Narrative. I thought 
from my Situation, though my Juriſdiction did not extend to the Provinces, that Affidavits taken 
by me would have a greater Weight than Affidavits taken by any common Perſon : I thought it my 
Duty, both to give all the Aſſiſtance I could to the Governor General, the Perſon charged with the 
Engliſh Affairs, and likewile, as far as I could, to authenticate to the Engliſh Nation what the Si- 
tuation of thoſe Affairs was; whether that is juſtifiable, or unjuſtifiable, I muſt ſubmit to the Deter- 
mination of the Lords. | | 


Q. Did the Obje& of your Journey to Lucknow relate only to Matters of Juſtification of paſt 
Events, or to lay a Ground for future Proceedings ? 

A. It was to authenticate paſt Events, without any View of Juſtification; it had nothing in my 
Mind' to do with future Meaſures. 


Q. What was the Subject of thoſe ſhort Notes or Memorandums which you ſay you received 
from Mr. Haſtings ? ; 

A. It regarded Fyzoola Cawn : and a Gentleman of the Name of Bathurſt : there was a Memo- 
randum of a Communication that I was to make to Mr. Middleton, of what had paſſed in Con- 
verſation between Mr. Haſtings and me, relative to the Begums : that is as much as I can remem- 
ber of it; but they had nothing to do with the Affidavits. f 


Q. Have you thoſe Memorandums ? X 

A. I have not the Memorandums. I had a Summons from the Houſe of Commons, which I 
attended, and was ordered to bring all my Papers relative to the Article of Mr. Haſtings concern- 
ing the Begums, which I then produced to the Houſe of Commons : I have no Papers but what 
I there produced. I produced before the Houſe of Commons two ſhort Memorandums which had 
been delivered to me by Mr. Middleton; thoſe I believe were in anſwer to the ſhort Memorandums 
I carried with me to Lucknow. The Houſe of Commons thought they were not material, and de- 
livered them back -I believe I have them now, and am ready to deliver them, if they can give 
any Information, | | 


Q. You have ſaid, that one of thoſe Notes or Memorandums related to the Begums—what do 


you mean by related to the Begums ? 4 
A. It related to a Converſation I had with Mr. Haſtings, relative to the ſeizing of the Treaſures 


of the Begums. X 

Q. Was not that a Meaſure to be done? 

A. That was a Meaſure upon which I underſtood the Nabob Vizier was to be conſulted, 

Q. Did you conſider that as a future Meaſure, or as a Matter of Juſtification ? 

-A. Undoubtedly a future Meaſure; and as far as that goes, theſe Memorandums had a Rela- 
tion to future Meaſures. 


Q. Then your Journey to Lucknow did relate to future Meaſures, and not ſolely to the Juſti- 
fication of the Paſt ? | | 


A. When 
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A. When 1 ſpoke of what related to future Meaſures, 1 meant the Affidavits; and I believe 
the Queſtion put to me was, whether the Affidavits related to future Meaſures; my Anſwer was 


meant to relate to the Affidavits, not to my Journey; my Journey undoubtedly had to do with fu- 
ture Meaſures ; it was the chief Object of my Journey to Lucknow, f 


Q. As the chief Object of your Journey related to the Meaſure againſt the Begums, whether 
the Affidavits did not alſo relate to the Begums, and whether they were not alſo a Ground of fu- 
ture Proceedings was your chief Object relative to the Begums ? a | 

A. Not the Begums only, but other Matters relative to the Treaty of Chunar. The Purport 
of my Intention to take the Affidavits, was ſimply to authenticate the Facts relative to the Benares 
Revolution. What the Affidavits contained I did not know; nor do I know at preſent, for I 
have never read them. : | | 


Q. I underſtood you to have ſaid, the © chief” Object of your Journey did relate to the Meaſure 
of ſeizing the Begums Treaſures ? | | 


Here the Evidence was read over by the Clerk, from Page 623, Line 22, ſupra. 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 
Q. Was the chief Object of your Journey future Meaſures ? 


A. If I may be permitted, I will acquaint the Houſe of the Whole of my Object, and the 
Cauſe of my Journey to Lucknow, | 


Have you any Doubt about your having made that Anſwer ? 
A. What Anſwer ? 


Q. That the chief Obje& of your Journey was future Meaſures ? 
A. Of my Journey to Lucknow, undoubtedly it was. 


Q. Proceed with the Explanation of the Object of your Journey to Lucknow. 
A. Mr. Haſtings had acquainted me, that he was at that Time writing a Narrative of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Revolution at Benares; he acquainted me with the main Circumſtances, I then 
told him, that, as he was a Party ſo much engaged in the Event, and the Diſpoſition of thoſe 
in Power at that Time in England, was not favourable to him, I doubted whether his ſingle Nar- 
rative would gain compleat Credit to the Facts which he aſſerted; I therefore adviſed him to 
authenticate thoſe Facts as ſtrongly as he poſſibly could. The only Means of doing it that ſug- 
ſted themſelves to me were, the having them verified by Affidavit. He then aſked how it was to 
Fe done, and demanded of me whether I would take fuch Affidavits; to which I aſſented. It was 
at firſt propoſed, that I ſhould proceed to Illahabad, as a central Place to which the ſeveral Wit- 
neſſes might more eaſily come to me, to make their ſeveral Affidavits; but, in the Courſe of that 
Converſation, Mr. Haſtings having deſcribed the Begums as being in actual Rebellion, I told Mr. 
Haſtings that, if that was the Fact, I thought their Intervention was an Offence to the Government 
of the Nabob, and that he had a moſt undoubted Right of ſeizing.the Treaſure of thoſe Perſons, who 
were employing them againſt his State, Mr. Haſtings had told me, that he thought the Welfare 
of the Country committed to his Charge, and his own Reputation, depended upon the Treaty of 
Chunar being carried ſtrictly. into Execution; that he was apprehenſive the Mildneſs of Mr. Mid- 
dleton's Temper would prevent him from urging the Nabob effectually to carry it into Execu- 
tion ; he therefore propoſed to me, inſtead of going to Illahabad, where it was firſt intended, that I 
mould go to Lucknow; and, beſides taking the Affidavits, I was to acquaint Mr. Middleton with 
the Converſation that had paſſed between Mr. Haſtings and me, with regard to the Be and 
urge him to ſee the Treaty of Chunar carried into Execution, That was the Occaſion of my going 
to Lucknow. To Lucknow I ſhould not have gone merely for the Purpoſe of taking the Affi- 
davits ; for that Purpoſe I ſhould have proceeded no further than Illahabad. . : 


Q. Was the ſeizing of the Treaſures of the Begums any Part of the Treaty of Chunar ? 
A. I believe not. | 


Q. What Communication did you make to Mr. Middleton, reſpecting the ſeizing of the Treaſure 
of the Begums? Tres (eg | 

A. I related to Mr. Middleton the Converſation I had with Mr. Haſtings, and acquainted him 
that Mr. Haſtings was inclined to that Meaſure, and I believe deſired he would conſult the Nabob 
upon it.—My communicating of the Converſation between Mr. Haſtings and me was with an 
Intent that Mr. Middleton ſhould conſult the Nabob upon it. | 


Did you communicate to Mr. Middleton it was Mr, Haſtings's Pleaſure, that t | 
2. Nie Treafure of the Begums ? | 5 des aa 
A. By no Means in ſuch Terms: I did what I had undertaken to do, which was to relate to 
Mr. Middleton what had paſſed between Mr. Haſtings and me, for the Purpoſe of his conſulting the 
4 upon the Subject; but gave no Directions from Mr. Haſtings, that it was his Will it ſhould 


5 Q. Whether 
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Q. Whether you was not exainined before a Committee of the Houſe of Commons? 
A. I was. . | | 
Whether you recolle& tho Subſtance of your Anſwer to this Queſtion. In a Letter of the 
6th of December 1781, from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, there is this Sentence; « Your Plea- 
« ſure reſpecting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah Impey, and the Meaſure heretofore 
« propoſed will ſoon follow the Reſumption of the Jaghires :” to whom do theſe Words, © heretofore 


66 n refer? Do you recollect the Subſtance of your Anſwer to the Houſe of Commons ? 

A. I really do not. 5 AEDs 
Q: Do you recollect whether your Anſwer was, © By hearing the Letter read, I referred to a Pro- 

poſal by Mr. Haſtings through me to Mr. Middleton?“ | | | | 
A. I certainly do remember that Anſwer; bur I believe, if the Whole of my Evidence is taken 

ther, it will appear 1 gave it there the lame as I do now; that I related to Mr. Middleton what 

had paſſed between Mr. Haſtings and me, and that Mr. Haſtings ſeemed to aſſent to the Propo- 

ſition, that it was right the Begums Treaſure ſhould be ſeized ; but I carried no Directions from Mr. 

Haſtings, that it was his Will to have it ſo done. | | 


: 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to this Mode of Examination. | 

The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that they had not waived their Right to ex- 
amine the Witneſſes they called to what they had ſaid in another Place. 

The Witneſs deſired the Anſwer might ſtand. 


Qi. Did you underſtand that you conveyed more than Mr. Haſtings's Conſent to the Nabob's te- 
ſuming of the Jaghires, namely, that you underſtood it was the Intention of Mr. Haſtings that Mr. 
Middleton ſhould recommend it to the Nabob as a Meaſure ? | 
A. I ſtill think that it was Mr. Haſtings's Intention that it ſhould be recommended to the Nabob 
as a Meaſure, and that I meant by, his conſulting the Nabob upon the Subject: I do not make uſe 
of the ſame Words, but to exactly the fame 'Purpoſe ; I ſhould have conſidered the mere conſult- 
ing the Nabob upon the Subject, if it was not the Intention of Mr, Haſtings to recommend it, as 
merely nugatory. = 


Q. Are we to underſtand that you communicated to Mr. Middleton, in the Shape of a Converſa- 
tion, or otherwiſe, that it was the Pleafure of Mr. Haftings, that he, Mr. Middleton, ſhould re- 
commend this Anſwer to the Nabob? | LAS 

A. I certainly meant to convey that Idea. 


Do you, or do you not, remember the Words that were uſed ; whether the Words were; 
to conſult the Nabob 17 * the Sub ect, or to recommend to the Nabob the Meaſure ? [ 

A. I really do not; I underſtood it to be a Propoſal, and a Recommendation to the Nabob, 
undoubtedly, 5 | | | | ya | 

The laſt Queſtion and Anſwer were read over by the Clerk. 

Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs ; | 
Q. Was it a Part of the Communication, that the Meafure of ſeizing the Begum's Treaſure 
ſhould afterwards come in the Shape of an original Propoſal from the Nabob ? 

A. Certainly not; I would not have undertaken ſuch a Commiſſion, | "* 
Q. When did you hold that Converſation with Mr, Middleton, in Conſequence of this Direction 
from Mr. Haſtings ? | | | K 

A. I was met by a very large Party, that encamped about Twenty Miles on this Side of 
Lucknow, between Illahabad and Lucknow ; and I proceeded in Mr. Middleton's Chariot to Luck - 
now: The next Morning, in that Chariot, in my Way to Lucknow, I made this Communica- 


rion, | | 
ba Raves ſoon after this Communication of Mr. Haſtings's Pleaſure, that the Begum's Trea- 
ſure ſhould be ſeized, did you begin to take Affidavits and Depoſitions ? | 
A. I went to Lucknow for the Purpoſe of taking the Affidavits, and as ſoon as any Body came to 
make an Affidavit, I took it immediately: I believe I diſpatched the Buſineſs as faſt as I could, to 
get away from It. Dn aa. 1 = | ee 
Q. Did not you underſtand what the Subject was, which thoſe People were depoſing to? 5 
A. Some of them I did: By Converſation with Engliſh Gentlemen, I knew what they depoſed ; 
what the Natives depoſed, I did not know. . | | 


Q. Who was it that told the Perſons who were making the Depoſitions, what it was they were off 
to depoſe to, or about? | 3 ; | : | - 

A. Nothing was told in my Preſence. I believe every Affidavit I took was drawn before I ſaw 
it. I believe Mr. Middleton, in conſequence of a Letter Mr. Haſtings wrote to him; had com- 
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municated the Subject Matter of what they were to depoſe to: I obſetved by that Letter it was 
either to refute or aſcertain the Facts relative to the Benares Buſineſs, Hs 


Q. You ſay, you believe Mr. Middleton did that? | 
A. I believe he did; I apprehend Mr. Middleton did, becauſe the Governor General had ſent 
Letter to Mr. Middleton on the Subject before; and I do not know he wrote to any Body elſe. 


If that Letter was read, it would aſcertain very clearly what was Mr. Haſtings's Intention with 
regard to taking the Affidavits. | * 


Q. In what Manner were the Deponents brought before you? h 
A. I do not know they were brought at all; they appeared to me to come voluntarily : I do 


not know there was any Body who 1 that could properly be ſaid to be brought, if, by the 
Word “ brought,” is meant Compulſion. | | 


Q. The Queſtion is only in what Manner they came; you was in the Room ? 

A. Part of the Aﬀidavits taken at Lucknow, I believe, were taken in the Houſe in which 1 
lodged ; in the Hopſe of a Colonel Martin: Other Parts were taken in the Tent of Colonel Han- 
nay, with whom I had dined; after Dinner I took the Afﬀidavits of Colonel Hannay and ſome 


other Engliſh Gentlemen that were there, 


Q. Were the Affidavits read to you, or by you, before they were ſworn to? 
A. They were neither read to me, or by me, when they were ſworn to, or ſince. 


Q. Were they read to the Deponents that were ſworn ? 
A. They were all brought by the People themſelves who ſwore them. 


Q. And not read in your Preſence ? 
A. Not read in my Preſence, 


p Q. DIG Rp have you to know thoſe Affidavits were ever read by, or to, the Perſons who 
wore them ? A 

A. Several of the Perſons, I am ſure, brought the Papers themſelves: I could not appre- 
hend that the People who brought them had not read them. 


Q. But you do not know they were read ? 15 
A. When I ſay I don't know they were read, —a great Multitude of Affidavits were taken. I 
remember one that was taken in French. I remember that being read, by the Circumſtance of its 
being a French Affidavit; ſome of them might be read, but I don't recollect particularly that any 


were; I took them in the ordinary Courſe in which I have ever taken Affidavits. 5 
Q You ſay a great Multitude of Affidavits were taken; what Number did you take at Luck- 
now | 


A. I cannot form the moſt diſtant Gueſs. When I ſpeak of Affidavits taken at Lucknow, 1 
mean all the Affidavits which I took relative to this Subject; I do not believe there were a great 
Number taken at Lucknow, as well as I can recollect; but they are in the Appendix, I underſtand, 
to Mr. Haſtings's Narrative, and by that it will _ what were taken at- Lucknow, and what 
were taken at other Places, I cannot pretend to charge my Memory with it : If the Gentlemen will 
let me have the Book before me from which they examine, I then ſhall, from that, gueſs tolerably 
well what the Number was; but in a Tranſaction ſo many Years ago, if the Gentlemen Managers 
examine me from a Book, and expe&t my Memory to tally with that Book, they have a better 
Opinion of my Memory than I have of it myſelf; and indeed I am more cautious in my anſwering 
in that Manner to the Book, becauſe in my Examination before the Commons, I was led to anſwer 
the Gentlemen that examined, they putting the Queſtions to me that made me think the Facts were 
as they ought to have been, from the Queſtions put to me: I eſtimated in that Manner; for In- 
ſtance, I was examined in the Houſe of Commons whether there was any Interpreter ſworn at the 
Time of taking the Affidavits at Lucknow; my Anſwer was, that I did not abſolutely remember 
an Interpreter being ſworn, but that I had no Doubt an Interpreter was ſworn, becauſe I was ſure 
I ſhould not have taken the Affidavits except he had been ſworn : The Gentleman who had the Book 
in his Hand knew very well that no Interpreter was ſworn, ' becauſe the Affidavits in fact were not 
interpreted: I was miſled by the Form of the Queſtion to make an Anſwer in that Manner; and ſo 
I may again. REED | | 

Q. Do you recolle& in whoſe Houſe the French Affidavit was taken? 1 

A. As to the Affidavit, whether it was taken in French, or was tranſlated into Engliſh, I can- 


not tell; but a Frenchman made the Depoſition at Chunar; poſſibly the Affidavit is not in 
French: if I had the Book before me, I could certainly tell whether it was or was not. 


Q: Whether ſome of the Perſons who depoſed before you, did not ſet their Mark, inſtead of 
any a> to their Depoſitions ? | „ | 

A. I have no Recollection of it, but it very probably was ſo; very few of the Natives, of the 
common People, do write, | OR bo 
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Q. Had you any Reaſon to know that thoſe Perſons who eould not write could read? — 
A. I do not know. | * 
Q. Had you any Reaſon to oe it? \ Bec 

A. I had no Reaſon to ſuppoſe that they could or'that they could not. 


Q. When you found they could not write, why did you not call for their Depoſitions to be read 
and 1 to them in your Preſence, before you ſuffered them to ſwear ? | 

A. I took them as I ſhould any Affidavits in my judicial Capacity; if brought to me by my 
Clerk or thoſe in whom I had Confidence, I ſhould certainly take the Affidavit without doing it. 


Q Whether you mean to aſſert that you have no Knowledge whatever of the Matter, and 
the Purport of theſe Affidavits, whether in Engliſh or in the native Language? | 
A. I mean to be underſtood, that I underſtood the Affidavits which were taken at Lucknow 
were _ the Subject- matter on which Mr. Haſtings had written to Mr. Middleton; but I mean 
likewiſe to 3 underſtood, that I did not know, nor do I now know, what any particular Affida - 
vit-containe | 


Q. Had you any Converſation with Mr. Middleton reſpecting theſe Affidavits at the Time? 
" 5 I very probably had; it is natural I ſhould ; but I have not the leaſt Recollection whether 
or not. 


Q. Had you not a Copy of Mr. Haſtings's Letter to Mr. Middleton at that Time ? 
A. I have ſaid that I had. | 


Q. Did you read that Letter ? 
A. I have read that Letter, 


Did you obſerve in it, that as to certain Perſons who were to depoſe upon Oath before you, 
Mr. Middleton is directed © to obtain ſuch Evidence as can be required relative to thoſe Points, 
« whether ſuch Evidence ſhall aſcertain, or refute, or qualify their Reality (a).“. 

A. I believe there was ſuch a Paſſage in the Letter. 


Q. Do you remember that Paſſage ? 
A. Yes, I do remember it. 3 


Q. By what Means was you to know whether theſe Affidavits tended to aſcertain, refute, ot 
qualify the Reality of thoſe Points, if you was totally ignorant of the Contents of the Afﬀidavits ? 
A. I do not know they were Inſtructions to Mr. Middleton; they were no Inſtructions to me. 


Q. For what Purpoſe was the Copy of that Letter put into your Hands ? 0 
A. That I might know what Inſtructions Mr. Haſtings had given to Mr. Middleton, from 
whence I was to expect, that no Affidavits, no Depoſitions, would be offered to me, but what 
related to thoſe Matters. | 4 | <7 0 


Q. What do you mean by thoſe Matters ? f 1 
A. The Matters contained in the Letter written to Mr. Middleton; I was by that Means to 
know what was the Nature of the Affidavits that were to be taken before me. | 


Q. Did you not conſider the Letter as a Guide, and Inſtruction for your Conduct? 
A. By no Means, I never had the leaſt Idea of it. | 


Q. Did you not conſider the Letter as informing Mr. Middleton of the Obje& of your Miſſion 
to Lucknow ? | 
A. I certainly did; I have ſaid ſo. 7 


Q. Does the Letter ſtate any other. Object beſides the taking of the Depoſitions reſpecting the 
ſuſpected Conduct of the Begums ? | | | 
A. I really cannot tell; for that Purpoſe I muſt beg Leave to refer to the Letter; I rather 
believe it does, but I cannot ſay I recollect. 


Q. Did you make any Inquiry or any Examination of any Sort reſpecting the Conduct of the 
Begums, further than receiving thoſe Affidavits? 2 

A. I made myſelf no Party to the Buſineſs; I underſtood myſelf to be a mere Inſtrument to 
verify Facts; I made no Examination whatever. | 


Q While you was at Lucknow did you make any Examination or Inquiry, to ſatisfy your own 
Mind, . 


with reſpect to the Innocence or Guilt of the Begums? 8 
A. I remember One Circumſtance, if it may be called an Examination, that having proſecuted 


my Journey through Illahabad, I had a Deſire, for the Purpoſe of ſeeing the Country, to return to 


Chunar through Fyzabad : I was told by every Body there I could not take that Route, becauſe the 
Country was not quieted from the Rebellion of the Begums : I do not know that I made any par- 
ticular Examination; when I was at Chunar I underſtood it to be a Fact as clearly aſcertained as 
I believe it was in London, in the Year 1745, that there was a Rebellion in the North. | 


; (a) Vide infra, Page 630. 


Q. Did 
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Q. Did Fyrabad fie in your Road from Lucknow to Benares? ? 
A. If I returned by Illahabad it did not; but that Part of the Country which. [ went through is 


believe the moſt diſagreeable Tract in the whole Country of Oude; I had a Deſire, being in thoſe 
Parts, to ſee more of the Country; it certainly would have been a larger Circuit to have returned by 


the Way of Fyzabad, but I believe it is by no Means an uncommon Nut 


Did you ſee the Nabob while you was at Lucknow ? 
. K I did. 
Q. Had you any Converſation with the Nabob, or his Miniſters, reſpecting this Rebellion of the 
ums ? ” 
A. Not a Word. | 
abs + Did you abſtain from ever mentioning that Circumſtance to either of them, from any Mo- 


tive of Delicacy, or from what Motive? 
A. I do not know that T did abſtain from it from any Motive of Delicacy but I at preſent 


think I ſhould do it, if I were now in that Country, under the ſame Circumſtances. 
Were not thoſe Perſons who were brought. to depoſe before you, brought as Perſons who 


vere to confirm the Accuſations againſt the Begums ? 
A. They were not ſo introduced to me; whether it related particularly to the Begums or to the 


Tranſactions at Benares, I did not know. 
Q. Was not the Object for which you was ſent to Lucknow, to obtain Evidence, either to con- 


firm or to refute the Charge againſt the Begums ? 
A. I underſtood the Object of my going to Lucknow, fo far as it related to the Affidavits, 


to be merely for the Purpoſe of verifying the Facts which were ſtated, or were to be ſtated, as 

Mr. Haſtings was then writing his Benares Narrativez not parccularly for the Fu of * 

cating or impeaching the Begums. 

Qi. Have you not acknowledged to have read Mr. Haſtings 8 Inſtructions, in which it was ex- 
preſsly ſtated, the Object of your Journey was to obtain Evidence, WONT 1 it was intended to re- 


fute or confirm the Charges againſt the Begums ? 
A. I ſhould be extremely glad if the Letter itſelf was read; for I am now examined in the 


6h. 1 Rill believe, when the Letter is read, it will not be found to relate to the Pegraens 
0 4 


The Queſtion is not, whether it was confined to the Begums only but Wu hy it was to 
collect ſuch Evidence as ſhould. aſcertain or refute, or qualify, the Reality? You have now re- 
peated, that you conſidered the Object of your Journey was the Affidavits to be taken, as a Means 
of Juſtification of what was to be written in Mr. Haſtings" Narrative, or what you call Facts 
to be eſtabliſhed , and then you ſtate, that the Ground of ſeizing the Treaſures was not the only 
Object: Now Mr. Haſtings had not, in November, given an Account of the Tranſactions; for, 
till the January following, he had not written that Account therefore, at mat Time at leaſt, it 
was not meant to be ſo ſtated? 

A. I now underſtand the Tendency of the Queſtion, and am able to give a * Ne 
and that is, that the Affidavits were not taken by me with any View whatever to juſtify 
Meaſure of ſeizing the Treaſures of the Begums; they were not taken with the eaſt Vie In. => 
wards Juſtifying the ſeizing of the Treaſures of the Begums. | 


Q. How do you know with what View they were taken, when you never told the Deponents 


what they were to depoſe to, nor ever read to them the Affidavits ? 
A. I do not ſpeak to the View with which the Witneſſes depoſed, but to the View with which 
I took the Affidavits; and, if it is as I take it, to the View which IL. underſtood Mr. Gangs 


had in having them taken; that View now, upon my Oath, 1 poſitively deny. 


-Q. Then do you remember this Paſſage in the Copy of the Letter, which contained the nue 
tions you received: Theſe are Facts of ſuch Moment to the Publick Service, and fo neceſſary 
« both to the Means which may be required for our future Preſervation, and to the Juſtification 
„of what has paſſed, and to what may be done to the fame End, that I think it proper 3 
„ ſhould be verified in the moſt authentic and ſacred Manner (a).“ Is not that Paſſage in the Lett 

A. I take it for granted it is in the Letter, as the Honourable Manager reads it from the Let- 
ter; and ſomething to that Purpoſe I recollect. | 

Q. Then were not thoſe Affidavits to be the Ground of what was to be done to the ſame End; 
what did you underſtand from that Paſſage ? 

A. I did not underſtand that Paſſage to be pointed, that they were meant as a uſtification of the 
181 of the Begums Treaſures; I did not then underſtand ity nor "i I now underſtand it ſo. 


etter will be before your Lordſhips. 


_—_ 1 


_— »„— — — 


—_ Ml. 


. — 63 Vide the Letter infra Page 639. - 
vie, l Q. Did 


(aw) 


Did you ever communicate to the Begums, or any Perſons e ere 
bject — your Journey to Lucknow? | 
as 6 I never did, nor did ic ever enter imo my Mind to do ſu . 


bn age: by what Means were they to have an Opportunity of refuing the Charges againſt 
m 


A. I did not underſtand cheſe to be Charges made againſt them, which they would have been, 
they had been for a Juſtification of ſeizing their Treaſures. I underſtood: it merely to be, as 
have ſaid before, to authenticate the Facts in Mr. Haſtings' Narrative, and I had 8 Idea there 
was any Occaſion for them to have an Opportunity of refuting them: I was not trying a Queſtion 
upon Afﬀidavits, I had no Authority to do it, nor ſhould I ever have undertaken ſo to do z theſe 
were Affidavits meant to be ſent to England, and to be uſed only in England, and therefore could 
have nothing to do with the Juſtification of ſeizing the Treaſures of hs Beguins upon the _= 
in any judicial Proceeding there, or as Information to the Nabob, 


Then am I now to underftand, that rhe Ohject of your Journey was merely to gather Matter 
of . wrabug in Defence of Mr. Haſtings, and not any Matter of Excul mend the Begums ? 
A. I deſire to be underſtood as going to aſcertain the Facts in Mr. Hege Narrative, not for 
the Purpoſe of any Defence of him, and certainly with no Intention to collect lier of Excul- 
pm reſpecting the Begums, whom I did not underſtand I went to charge. 


. You have ſtated, that you adviſed Mr. Haſtings, and thought it material, that he would have 
AR avits to aſcertain the Facts relative to the Benares Inſurrection; why did not you think it 
equally material he ſhould have the ſame Sort of Teſtimony, to aſcertain the Facts relative to the 
ſuppoled Rebellion of the Begums? 

A. I underſtood from Mr. lat „ that the Account af the Rebellion of the Begums was t9 
form a Part of his Narrative; I therefore did think it was neceſſary Mr. Haſtings (ſhould authenticate 
that Rebellion as well as any other Fat, 1: hope I have not ſaid, that I did not — it was neceſſary 

for Mr. Haſtings, if he had aſſerted it as a Fact, in the Benares Narrative, that N were ip 
Rebellion, that he ſhould not get the Facts verified as to that Point. | 


Q. Then you was aware of the Object of the Afidavits ? ' Sh 
A. T was aware of the general Tendency, and of that Fact amongſt the elt. N 


Q. 1 underſtand you then to ſay, you was: _—_—_ —— Tendency of the Affidavit was, 

to confirm the Suſpicions or Accuſations againſt the Begums 

A. I did not mean that; nor did I ſay that the general Tendency was to authenticate the Facts 
in Mr. Haſtings's Narrative, and this Fact amongſt the reſt; that it was not the only or the principal 

Fact, but was one Fat amongſt many. 


Have you read the Narrative ? 
A. I have not. ; 


Q. Then how do yay know what is contained in the Narrative?? _ 

A. Becauſe Mr. Haſtings had given me an Account of what paſſed at Benares, and I believegl 
that his Narrative would . what he had told · me in Converſation. Mr. Haſtings, after he 
had written his Narrative, Ev we a Copy of it ; a Gentleman ofthe ee Charney, 5 borrowel 
it of me the next Day, and I never ſaw it afterwards. 


Was not the Narrative publifhed at Calcutta? 
A. I believe it was not publiſhed ; it was printed at 8 1 believe for Me: Haſtingst Uſe 
1 do not believe they were put to Sale; they might have been, but I do not know. | 


Q. Whether Mr. Haſtings ſhewed you,any Part gf the Papers which he was writing, afterwards 
called his Narrative, ' when you ſa him at Chunar ? 

A. I think I recolle& Mr. Haſtings having the Papers before him, but I do not recollect his 
having read any to me, or put the Papers into my Hands. | 


Q. Did you underſtand from Mr. Haſtings, that the Accuſation againſt the Begums of Rebellion 
was à Part of that Narrative? 

A. At the Time he was talking of writing his Narrative, in the ſame Converſation he mentioned 

to me the Begums being in Rebellion; do not recollect his ſpecifically ſaying that was Part of his 
Nurcative (but I expected it to be Part of it, as it was conſequential of the Benares Inſur- 
rection. 


Q. I aſk as to the Fact, How did Mr. Haſtings ſtate it to: you? you fay you; een thoſe 
Affidavits to be taken to juſtify: the Matters -contaiaed in the Narrative, did you underſtand the 
Narrative contained an Account of the Rebellion of the Begums, as well as an Account of the Be- 
nares Inſurrection? 

A. That Narrative was not then, completed z 1, did underſtand i mould.he included in the Nar- | 
native 3, and, I, now o Whether it is or is not? 


ä 3 Q. Whether 


Sie in Orig. 


+ Sic in Orig. 


er. this Atcuſation,: which you conceived was to be a Part of the Narrative, was. ſo to 

ſtand in the Narrative, be the Event what it would, of your Journey to Lucknow? eG oe 
A. No; I expected it would be in the Narrative, and till I was now informed, it was not, 1 

thought, it had been there. | | | 


( 630) 
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Q. If it was not to depend upon the Information that you was to receive at Lucknow, what did 


you edmprehend or underſtand by that Part of Mr. Haſtings's Inſttuctions to Mr. Middleton, 
that you was to take the Evidence, whether it tended to refute or eſtabliſh the Charges againſt 


A. If I had the Letter put into my Hand, and was ſuffered to read the Whole of the Letter, I 
would. put ſuch a Conſtruction upon it as ſtrikes me at preſent ;| but I really do not know what Con- 
ſtruction to put upon a Part of the Letter, without knowing the Whole, without ſeeing the Con- 
text. 1. believe it is neceſſary for me to read the Letter to your Lordſhips, and then I believe your 
Lordſhips will be able to put as good a Conſtruction upon it as I can. | 5 9 


he Letter was ſhewn to the Witneſs, after which he proceeded as follows: 


A. I find the Letter turns out to be as I ſuſpected it was; it is not confined to the Affairs 
of the Begums only. | Ys 55 3 Na | 

Then the Letter was delivered in, and read by:the Clerk as follows: 
„55 To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Lucknow. _ , | | 
Sir, | 1 ac e Chunar, 15th Nov. 1781. 

“In your Letter, dated the 17th Oct. I find it generally aſſerted, by Lieutenant Colonel Han- 
nay, in the Extracts quoted from his Letters, and confirmed by yourſelf, that, during the late Revolt 
of this Province, Levies, both of Horſe and Foot, were openly made at Fyzabad, both by the 
Begums and by Cheyt Sing's Agents, in his Name and for hs Uſe; that theſe Levies were diſ- 
pate ned ro Benaris, publickly as his, One Party of 1000 Horſe and Foot, under the Command 
of Shake Cawn : That Jcwar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk. of Fyzabad, aſked every Man who bore 
the Appearance of a Snidier, Why he went not to Cheyt Sing for Service : That Futteh Sah, 
Ghunooroy, and Ajeet Mul, had croſſed ro Majowley, urged, to that Step by Cheyt Sing, who 
had ſypplied them with Money, and promiſed them great Sums, if they would but put the whole 
©ountty into Confuson: That the principal Zemindars had all Certificates under the Seal of 
Cheyt Sing, that he would ſupply them with whatever Money they might require for ſubliſting 
all the Troops they could raiſe; that it was the general Belief of every Man in that Part of the 
Country, -thavit was a concerted Plan for the Extirpation of the Engliſh ; that the whole Coun- 
try, from Go::nda to Mavjee, and from Fyzabad to the Benaris Diſtrict, and acroſs from the 
Gogra to the Ganges, was in the utmoſt Ferment; that if we met with a Check at Benaris, every 
Man in the Country was ready to fall on our ſcattered Parties: That the Inſurrection was not 
partial, but generally ſpread throughout the Whole; and if he (Colonel H.) might truſt to his 
Jnformat) n, it was already begun, and would ſoon rage as violently: in Shahjehanpoor Rohil- 
F 


* 


- 


* 


und, Cora, and the Doaub. | 
4 Theſe are Facts of ſuch Moment to the publick Service, and fo neceſſary both to the Means 
iwkich' may be required for our future Preſervation, and to the Juſtification of. what has paſſed, and 
to what may be done to the ſame End, that I think it proper that they ſhould be verified in the 
moſt authentick and ſacred Manner; I muſt therefore requeſt and require of you, in my Name, to 
call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant 
Gordon, and every other Perſon who ws Eats a perſonal Knowledge or Underſtanding of thefe 
Facts, or of any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, and its Connections in the Do- 
*minions of the Nabob Vizier, ſeverally- to depoſe all that they know and believe concerning the 
ſame, either on Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inſtantly viſit Lucknow chiefly with this 
Intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the ſame Purpoſe. 

« Reſpecting the Levies made at Fyzabad, the March of Shake Cawn, with a Force declared 
for the Service of Cheyt Sing, the publick Invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under 
the Seal of Cheyt Sing in the Poſſeſſion of the Zemindars of Goroocpoor and Barraich; his Let- 
ters to the Begums or their Miniſters; the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Engliſh, I 
muſt earneſtly recommend it to you to obtain ſuch Evidence as can be“ required reſpecting each 
of theſe Points, whether ſuch Evidence ſhall aſcertain or refute, or qualify their Reality; and, if it 
be poſſible, to ain Poſſeſſion of the original Letters and Certificates, ſaid to have been written by 
Cheyrt Sing as abovelaid. 5 „ 1 
„Mou will be careful to aſcertain the Dates and Places of Facts, and the Names and Places 
and Perſons in the Depoſitions taken, that their Evidence may not be defective or ambiguous from 
che Want of Preciſion. 3 | | 

« ReſpeCting the Murders ſaid ſaid F to have been committed at Goopeegunge, I have already 
written to you, and now ſend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subject. | 

] alſo ſend you the Form of a Caption or Introduction to each Depoſition, of which you will 
de pleaſed 30 furniſh Copies to each of che-Engliſh Gentlemen, who ſhall have Occaſion for L .. 

| > 
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Uſe of chem. The Depoſitions of the native Witneſſes muſt be written in the Language which 
they underſtood, and muſt be verified on Oath, and figned ; or if they ſhall object to the Oath as 
contrary to their religious Tenets, they muſt be required to ſubſcribe boch a ſolemn Atteſtation AS 


ſhall be equivalent to the' * of an Oath, and add your Signatures to it. — 


I am, Sir, | 
Your molt obedient Servant,.. | 
| ATE WILSES Re 
Then the Witnef proceeded as follows: 


A. I am deſired to give my Conſtruction of this Paſſage, 6 « Whether fach Evidence ſhall Arr. 
tain, or refute, or qualify their Reality:“ I underſtand by that, the Reality of all the Facts con- 
tained in the firſt Paragraph of the Letter, and it is not entirely confined to the Reality of the 
Rebellion of the Begums. I was aſked another Queſtion as to theſe Words, . theſe are Facts 
of ſuch Moment to the publick Service, and ſo neceſſary both to the Means which may be 
required for our future Preſervation, and to the Juſtification of what has paſſed, and to what 
may be done to the ſame End, that I think it proper that they ſhould be verified in the moſt 
authentick and ſacred Manner.“ I do not underſtand that Paſſage to relate merely to the Seizure 
of the Treaſures of the Begums, but to ſuch Precautions as ſhould be taken againſt Dangers that 
might ariſe from the F acts related in the ra Paragraph, r which n Fact relating to the 


Begums is only one. 


J bl 


Q. The Queſtion i is not, whether it related to all the Facts—but how'you was to aſcertain or 


refure thoſe Charges, unleſs by e, or Knowing che Objects to which the Feeple were to 


5 
A. I did not underſtand it to be my Buſineſs to uw. or aſcertain —The Honourable Ma- 
r refers to the Letter of Inſtruions to Mr. Middleton, who was to produce the Affidayits to 


ute or aſcertain: My 2 pag was wah to give a Sanction to thote 3 ler them contain 
what they would. 


Lou ſay, you do not halt who drew any of thoſe Affidavits? 


K 1 certainly do not at preſent. It is not T fangs I might at that Time have Known Z but 
I have not at preſent the leaſt Recollection that I then did. I have nothing to trace in my Me- 


. mory from which I ſhould know who drew the Affidavits. 


Q. Who introduced to you the Witneſſes that were to depoſe ? 8 
A. I believe that moſt of the Witneſſes were introduced by Mr. Middleton « or Mr, TJobaſon; as 
well as I can recollect, I had with me no Moonſhy, that is, an lncerprerer, nor any tun Who could 


act in that Capacity. 


Q. Then, when any Witneſs was VS to you, without further Queſtions you received the Pa- 
per trom him, to the Truth of which that Witneſs ſwore ? 


A. That was, I believe, in general the Manner in which the Affidavits were taken, that Mr, Mid- 


dleton, or ſome Gentleman on whom I could rely, brought the Perſon who wanted to make that Aff 
davit before me, and the Paper, and I took the Affidavit. 


Q. What did you do with the Affidavits after you had got them all? 
A; I believe I delivered them to Mr. Haſtings. _ 


Q. Where did you deliver them to him; was it at Lucknow? 
A. As well as I recollect, I took the Affidavits into my Cuſtody, and delivered diet afterwards to 


Mr. Haſtings. When the Affidavits were made, I believe I bundled them up and laid them by, and 
| when! went to Chunar I delivered them to Mr. Haſtings. 


Q. Did you leave any Copies of them at Lucknow with Mr. Middleton ? 
A: certainly left no Copies behind of the Affidavits; whether Mr. Middleton had cakes Co wy 


before or after, I do not know. I did no Act of leaving Copies' behind ; if Copies were left, 
not at preſent recolle& the Circumſtance; I am pretty ſure I was not applied to for any Copy. "7 


believe, according to the Courſe of the Country, according to their Manner, there never is an origi- 


nal Paper wichout a Copy. I believe they always make firſt a fair Draft, from whence they make the 


Original ; but there are Gentlemen that have been in that Country, who know it better, but I 


believe chat! is the conſtant Manner of the Natives; lo that there moſt probably 1 were Copies ef 


4 


% 


behind. | at 


Q. Did Mr. Middleton ever expreſs himſelf to you as having ever made any material Diſcovery 
by theſe Affidavits? 


A. I do not recollect ſuch a Circumſtance. e | b 


Q. Did either Colonel Hannay, or Captain Gordon, el thenaſcives to hat Parpale? 

A. I believe not: In point of Fact, I believe all the Facts, or moſt of them, were known be- 
a _ that theſe Facts already known were authenticated by Affidavit. That I believe to be 

e 


A | Q. Did 
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Q Did Hyder Beg the Nabob's Miniſter make any Depoſition before Wot rr BP 

A. I believe he did ; but I cannot now ſpeak poſitively, whether he did or not. I think he did, 
and I think he did not ſwear it; as far as I can recollect he did not ſwear it: The Muſſelmen of a 
certain Rank do not chule to ſwear. | 


Q. Had you any Converſation with the Nabob's Miniſter Hyder Beg, refpe&ing this Rebellion 
of the Begums ? „ - 
A.1 90 not recollect I had; I rather think I had not; and I believe I have before ſaid fo. 


Q. How came you, when you had been taking the Depofitions, the main Object of which re- 
lated to the Begums, never to mention the Subject to the Nabob, or to his Miniſters ?_ | 

A. I had no Doubt that both the Nabob and his Miniſters knew the Fact of my taking Affi- 
davits: With reſpe& to the Nabob, I ſhould have thought it indecent to have moved a Cohver. 
ſation upon that Subject, unleſs he had himſelf firſt began it; with * to the Miniſter, I 
thought if he had choſen to converſe with me upon the Subject, he would have done it: It was no 
Part of my Buſineſs to examine at all into the Subject; the main Purpoſe was, as I have ſaid over 
and over again, to authenticate ſuch Facts as the ſeveral Parties choſe to depoſe before me. I 
certainly made no Inquiry, I made myſelf no Party to the Buſineſs. | 


Q. Did the Nabob, or any of his Minifters, never expreſs any Defire to know the Object of your 
Journey to Lucknow? - BENE ty, | 

A. No; and according to the Etiquette of the Manners of thoſe People, they certainly never 
would have made any ſuch Inquiry; they would have thought it indecent to have aſked me any 
ſuch Queſtion. 5 


Q. How came you to think it not to be material, to inform them the Object of your Journey te- 
lated to ſo ſerious a Rebellion as you relate to have eviſted ? | 0 | 
A. The Object of my Journey was not ſimply that; the Object of my Journey, as I before ſaid, 
was to urge Mr. Middleton to the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar; through Mr. Middleton, 
that was communicated to the Nabob and his Miniſters; they did not converſe with me upon the 
Subject, and I did not think it fit to converſe with them, nor had I any Miſſion to the Nabob or 
his Miniſters; and the Viſits paid by me to the Nabob and his Miniſters, and by the Nabob and 
his Miniſters to me, were Viſits only of Ceremony, not of Buſineſs. Fins ak: 
Q. Had you, upon your Return to Benares, any, and what, Converfation with Mr. Haſtings, 
reſpecting the Contents of his Aﬀidavits? _ 8 
A. I do not know that I had any Converſation with Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject. I deli- 
vered to him the Affidavits, and told him, I had taken them as he deſired, or ſomething to that 
Purpoſe : Upon the Subject Matter of the Affidavits, I am pretty confident I had no Converſation 
with him. 8 | 
Q. Whether you did not think it extraordinary, Mr. Haſtings, who ſent you to collect Evi- 
-dence to refute or aſcertain theſe Charges, ſhould never have ſpoken to you upon the Accompliſh- 
ment of your Object? nt 8 
A. I do not think it at all extraordinary; becauſe if Mr. Haſtings had converſed with me 
upon the Subject, all I could have told him would have been, that there were the Affidavits, and 
what they contained I could not tell; poſſibly ſuch a Converſation might have paſſed:; but I cer- 
tainly could not give Mr. Haſtings, at that Time, or at'this Time, any Information what thoſe 
Affidavits contained, whether they did or did not-anſwer his Purpoſe, and I for that Reaſon did not 
think it extraordinary: If I had been to collect the Matter, and to ſegregate it-for .the Purpoſe of 
Mr. Haſtings's Juſtification, I ſhould have thought it extraordinary, if Mr. Haſtings had not 
inquired how I had done it; but as I went ſimply to give a Sanction tothe Aﬀidavits, and as the 
Affidavits had that Sanction, I did not think it at all extraordinary, that Mr. Haſtings ſhould make 
no Inquiry about them. | | 


Q 22 you hear, when you came back, that the Rebellion at Fyzabad was over, or till 
EX1 | N 

A. I cannot charge my Memory, whether I had any Converſation upon the Subject or not: 
I believe the Rebellion was over; but the Country was not at that Time quiet; becauſe, when I 
was at Lucknow, I was informed it was not. After I came down to Chunar with the Affidavits, 
I left Mr. Haſtings within a Day or Two, if not the next Day; very ſoon after I came down to 
Chunar; I do nor recollect having any Converſation upon the Matter with Mr. Haſtings. 


Q. You had no Converſation upon the other Rebellion? 


% , 


A. I do not recolle& that I had. 


Q. How did you go attended to Lucknow ? 8 
> a ay Queſtion meant to relate to my own-Servants,-or to the Attendants that met me uon 
Road. | | ut 


Q. Not to thoſe that met you—how-did'you go-frowChanar'? 
* A. 1 


"Y 7 ; 
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A. L vent attended by a Surgeon,” à Mr. Murchiſon, and I had one principal Setvatit-with' me; 
and I do not know Whether I Had above Two or Three others, Who are called Hircarrahs; I am 
not quite ſure whether I „ Ap I went with a very few People indeed. I went with: 
great Expedition, travelling Night and Day. a | . 
* 5 came you' to paſs' through a Country that was in a State of Rebellion, with Tuch ſew 
r | i | | 5 
A. I did not go through a Country that was in a State of Rebellion ; I went thirough a-Coun» 
try as ſtill as from here to Brentford, perfectly quiet. | 

Q.- How near to Fyzabad did you paſs? ; | 7 e 
A. It will appear upon the Map, I believe, a very conſiderable Diſtance indeed, as I appre- 
hend; J do. not believe I was ever within Fifty Miles of Fyzabad, of a great Deal- more; t be- 
hebe the Diſtance to be a great Deal more. : — 
Q Then what did you mean by ſaying Fyzabad was not much out of the Way? 
A. What I meant to fay was this; I was to proceed from Illahabad to Lucknow; it undoubt- 
q was very much out of my Way; but chere is another Road, which is not uncommon, though 
much about; from Lucknow to Fyzabad; going no Part of the Road that I went to 4 


now, 


* Throu oh what Place did you mean to go in order to go by Fyzabad ? ö 
A. I cannot give an Itinerary, but I. was told it was moch further about, a much 
plexlunrer Country;. from Lucknow to Chunar by Fyzabad, than by Hlahab4d ; it may probably 


e 10 ot Sixty Miles, or more, out of my Way ; but I chofe to go that Way to ſee a Country 
which I might hever have an Oppottunity of ſeeing again. If I am doubted upon ſo trifling 2 
Buſineſs as this, (ns are Gentlemen here that know the Fact that 1 did propoſe to go that Way, 


| received; 
Q. Where did you propoſe it ? 


- 


A. At Lucknow, and 1 believe likewiſe at Chunar; at both Places, I believe. 1 certainly did 


and the Anſwer Ut 


oute, for the Country was in Rebellion when I was at Chünar. I went to Lucknow; I was gone 
Three Days, and then I retutned again to Chunar. I hope 1 have ſaid nothing to contradict my 
being ar both Places. — | | | | 
Q. You before ſtated you was at Lucknow, and propoſed to return by Fyzabad ; and it ſeemed 
an extraordinary Circumſtance; that as this Rebellion was of ſuch r it ſhould never have 
dome to your Knowledge, or you would not have propoſed to go through the Head Quarters of 


* 


Rebellion: Now, you recollect you mate the ſame Propoſition at Lucknow, how long was you 


ar Lucknow that you ſuppoſed the Rebellion was quieted ? 


A. Ir is upon no freſh Recollection; I knew of the Circumſtance at the Time when I was giving 


Anſwer I have, and I hope the Honourable Manager will refrain from throwing out Reflections 
againſt my Teſtimony when there is no Cauſe; my Recollection is not refreſhed z and it is the 
more extraordinary, that the Honourable Managers ſhould chyſe to fling out thoſe Reflections upon 
me, becauſe they know I ſtand in thoſe Circumſtances, that if I chote it I might decline givi 
any Anſwer at all. I was not examined upon my former Examination to both Places, or otherwi is 
I fhould have given the fame Evidence. | | A 
Q. You have ſtated, the Rebellion of the 17 to have been a Matter of as much Noto- 
ricty as the Rebellion in 1745 in London; and fo ſtating it, you ſay, you propoſed going through 
Fyzabad, when you was told that it was dangerous going that Way; that you did not go there, but 
to Lucknow, and, after ſtaying only Three Days there, propoſed to return by Fyzabad : How do 
you account for chat? 2 2 S : 70 
A. Iwill account for it: When 1 ſpoke of the Rebellion, talked of at Chunar as a Matter 
of as much Notoriery as the Rebellion in 1745, 1 talked not of an exiſting Rebellion at that Time, 
but of a Rebellion that had exiſted in conſequence of the Troubles in Benares. I underſtood at that 
believe I can give your Lordfhips further Satisfaction that this muſt have been my Meaning, becauſe 
T'delivered ih a Letter to the Houſe of Commons, dated the '6th of October, which I received from 
Mr. Haſtings, who then mentioned the Troubles that had been at Fyzabad ; and, in that Letter, 
he ſays, © he hopes the Nabob, by going through Fyzabad, will quiet thoſe Troubles,“ ſo it was 
the Rebellion that was paſt: The > bürede Managers are in Poſſeſſion of that Letter, and 
therefore muff have known that I did not mean a Rebellion actually exiſting. | 

Q. There is no Objection to your cortecting your former Anſwer; but you undoubtedly did 
ſtate, that you underſtood at Lucknow that the Rebellion then exiſted? | | 
A. If my Eyidence is ſo, I ſh6uld be glad to be corrected: If I did, it was not my Intention: It 
could nor'poflibly be my Intention. I ſhouſd be glad to be corrected. - 25 

EN n Then 


wiſh to go that Way originally when I ſet out from Chutiat : I was told I could not take that 


my Evidence; but I was not examined as to both Places; if I had been, I ſhould have given the 


Time that the Rebellion, wy as it was, was quelled, but that the Country was not quieted ; and I 


* 


| . 
Then the following Queſtion and Anſwer were read over to the Witneſs: 


. While you was at Lucknow, did you make any Examination or Enquiry to ſatisfy your 
1 — reſpect to the Innocence or Guilt of the Begums? 3 | Y 3 
A. I remember one Circumſtance, if it may be called an Examination, that, having proſecuted 
my Journey through Illihabad, I had a Defire, for the Purpoſe of ſeeing the Country, to return 
to Chunar through Fyzabad. I was told by every Body there I could not take that Route, becauſe 
the Country was not quieted from the Rebellion of the Begums : I do not know that I made any 
particular Examination; when I was at Chunar I underſtood it to be a Fact, as clearly aſcertained 
as, I believe, it was in London, in the Year 1745, that there was a Rebellion in the North. 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : | 


Q. Am I now to underſtand you, that Mr. Haſtings did not ſtate to you, when you left 
Chunar, that the Begums were then in actual Rebellion? | | 
A. I do not recollect he told me fo. . , 


Q. Whether, in your Examination before the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, you did not 
make this Anſwer :—* When he communicated to me in Calcutta his Intentions with Regard'to 


« Cheit Sing, I declined giving an Opinion at all, becauſe I could not take upon me a ſufficient + 


« Knowledge of the Laws of the Country to adviſe whether that Act was legal or not. But with 
regard to the Begums, I told him, if the Fact he ſtated were true, namely, that the Begums were 
« jn actual Rebellion, I conſidered it to be neceſſary to the Exiſtence of the Government of the 
« Nabob Vizier, that he ſhould have the Power of taking from his Subjects in Rebellion thoſe 
« Treaſures which enabled them to ſupport their Rebellion.” 

A, I certainly do remember it; but I do not know, that that ties it up to the Begums being then 
in actual Rebellion, becauſe I take the Doctrine to be as true, that after a Rebellion has ceaſed, the 
Prince of the Country might as lawfully take thoſe Treaſures which had enabled the Perſons to 
ſupport the Rebellion; I certainly, whatever the Expreſſion may be, never did underſtand, at the 
Time I was at Lucknow, that the Begums were then in actual Rebellion, becauſe I had then almoſt 

ſitive Evidence to the contrary ; and the Reports were that they had been in Rebellion, Mr. 
Haſtings Letter of the 6th of October ſaying, he expected the Nabob's Journey through Fyzabad 
would quiet that Country, at that Time I conceived that the Rebellion had ceaſed, though not the 
Conſequences. 


Q. When did you underſtand the Rebellion to have ceaſed, and how ? 


A. I do not know the preciſe Time when the Rebellion ceaſed, nor do I know how it ceaſed ; 


but I apprehend it to have ceaſed on the Turn in Favour of the Engliſh Army. 


Q. Did you ever hear of any Battle fought, or any Troops marching againſt the Begums, or 
of any Blows ſtruck in this Rebellion any where ? | 
A. No, I never did: but I have heard, by Report, that they raifed Troops for Cheit Sing. 


Q. Did you hear by Report, that, at the Time they were accuſed of being in Rebellion, 
they had preſerved a Britiſh Officer and his Detachment ? | 

A. I have heard it, but when, I cannot tell; I rather believe I did not hear it while I was at Chu- 
nar, but I am not ſure. | 


Q. Did you hear it at Lucknow ? ; | | | 

A. I am not ſure whether I did or not, it is very probable I might hear it-at Chunar ; at the ſame 
Thins, with the Conſtruction put upon the Act, I did not conceive it to be an amicable Act to the 
Engli 


Q. What was the Conſtruction you heard put upon it? 
A. That it was done merely for the Purpoſe of temporizing. 


— 


Q. Did you not think it extraordinary, that Colonel Hannay, or Captain Gordon, ſhould have 


made no mention of it in their Depoſitions ? 


o 


A. Till I heard, by the Evidence delivered at this Bar, that they had not made mention of it in 
their Affidavit, I did not know the Fact; and ſuch an Opinion (if I had any Opinion upon the Sub- 


ject) muſt have been gathered within theſe Two or Three Days, and from exactly the ſame Materials 


that your Lordſhips have before you. 


Q. Did you ever, directly or indirectly, diſcourſe with Mr. Middleton, Colonel Hannay, or Cap- 
tain Gordon, upon the Subject Matter of their Affidavits? 

A. To the beſt of my Recolle&ion, I never had any Converſation with them upon the Subject; 
but it is not impoſſible but I ſhould, for, as well as I can remember, the Affidavits of Colonel Hannay 
and Captain Gordon were taken in the Tent of Colonel Hannay, who gave a large Entertainment to 
me and the Gentlemen at Lucknow; it is very probable, at Dinner, there might have been ſuch Con- 
verſation, but I never had any private Converſation with them upon the Subject; I might have 
heard them, in common Converſation, mention what the Matter of their A ffidavits were. The 
Honourable Managers ſeem totally to go upon different Principles from what I do: I acted merely 

\ x” 2 as 
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as an Inſtrument to authenticate the Affidavits, I did not at all concern myſelf with the Subject 
Matter of them, | | 4 
Q. 4 give any further Advice upon the Subject to Mr. Haſtings, after your Return to 
Chunar? "= 
A. I do not recollect that I did; all the Advice I could give upon the Subject, I believe I had 
before given, when I adviſed the Athdavits to be taken upon the Subject; I do not recollect having 
given any further Advice, | 


Q. Had you no further Communication with Mr. Haſtings after your Return, reſpecting the 
Seizure of the Treaſure ? | | | 
A. I believe no further Communication with Mr. Haſtings, than having acquainted him with 
what paſſed between Mr. Middleton and me, and having a Communication of a Letter or two 
that Mr. Middleton wrote ts me upon the Subject, which I communicated to Mr. Haſtings; I 
think no other. Mr, Haſtings was at Chunar, I believe I might almoſt ſay without a Secretary. 
Mr. Anderſon, his confidential Agent, at that Time was gone to Scindia's Camp ; Mr. Sulli- 
van, his private Secretary, had left him, and returned into the Province of Bahar. I believe at 
that Time Mr. Haſtings had no very confidential Friend nor private Secretary with him. Mr. 
Davy, who afterwards — his confidential Secretary, had not been introduced to him, at that 
Time, a Week. Major Davy came up with me when I went to Benares, and I myſelf introduced 
him to Mr. Haſtings : He came from Lord Macartney, from Madraſs: Under thoſe Circumſtances, 
and my having Converſation with Mr. Middleton with regard to the Buſineſs of the Chunar 
S _ and the Begums, Mr. Haſtings deſired me to write to Mr. Middleton, which I 


Q. Was not. Mr. Hay with Mr. Haſtings there? 
A. I believe not; I do not recollect. 


Q. Was not Major Palmer? | | | 7 

A. I think not. I doubt whether I ſaw Major Palmer during any Part of the Time I was 
there; and as to Mr. Hay, I did not underſtand him, if he was there, to have been the confiden-- 
tial Secretary of Mr. Haſtings. 1 believe he was in the publick Office as Secretary; but I be- 
lieve he was not a particular confidential Perſon of Mr. Haſtings. I am pretty ſure Mr. Hay was 
not there; 


. Did you not continue to correſpond with Mr. Middleton upon the Subject of the Begums 
till January following, or February. 
A. I believe I did, and very probably further. 


Q Did you communicate all the Letters you received from Mr. Middleton upon the Subject 
to Mr. Haſtings ? | | 
A. I certainly did. 


Q. Did you write Anſwers to Mr. Middleton by Mr. Haſtings's Directions? | 

A. I wrote nothing to Mr. Middleton upon the Subject, which I did not underſtand to be dic- 
tated by Mr. Haſtings. I do not know that I wrote them when Mr. Haſtings was preſent ; but 
I wrote what 1 — * to be the Matter Mr. Haſtings wiſhed to have communicated to Mr, 
Middleton. | 


Q. What do you mean by this Paſſage, in a Letter dated the iſt of December 1781, from 
Chunargur : * What we talked of concerning the Begums he highly approves, and would have 
* himſelf adviſed. He wiſhes it to be done immediately. I need not mention the Neceſſity of 
; taking Care that the Money be applied to the Company's Uſe.” Do you reniember this Paſ- 
age? | | 

A. I do. | 

Q. What was the Obje& of it? - 

A. The Object of that Paſſage I take to be the ſeizing of the Treaſures of the Begums. 


Q. Did you not underſtand that when the Nabob conſented to the ſeizing of the Treaſure, it was 
as an Alternative in Lieu of ſeizing the Jaghires ? | 
A. I have not the leaſt Re collectionof ſuch an Alternative. 


3 Was it upon account of the ſuppoſed Rebellion of the Begums, that che Treaſures were to 
ſerzed. . 
A. I underſtood ſo. | 


Q. When did you firſt hear of any Attempt made to reſume the Jaghires ? 
A. I cannot aſcertain the Dates and Times; I have no Memorandum concerning it. 


Q. Do you remember this Paſſage in a Letter from Mr. Middleton to you, dated Lucknow the 
19th of December 1781.—* I think the Oppoſition the Begum has given to the Meaſure of 


« reſuming the Jaghire, which as far as it concerns her, bears not the Shadow of Exception, as ſhe 
| 9 Is nes 


| 
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& is to receive the Value in ready. Money, will be a full Jallificarion of the further Denys his 
« Excellency has to make upon her.” Do you know any thing of that Paſſage ? "BY 
A. I believe there is ſuch a Paſſage in a Letter from Mr. Middleton to me. 


Q. Do you not ſee, i it is here admitted, that the Ground of ſeizing the Treaſures was the fup- 
poſed Reſiſtance to giving up the Jaghires, when ſhe was to be no Sufferer by oy and there was no 
mention of a Rebellion? 

A. In the Paſſage read there is certainly no mention 8 any Rebellion, and from that Palſagy it it 
would certainly lo appear; but that is Mr. Middleton's Senſe, and not mine. 5 


Q. Then, did you underſtand that r Middleton was ignorant of the Rebellion when he was 
at Lucknow? ..\\ 15. | TID 
A, I apprehend got, becauſe Mr. Middleton had mentioned the Rebellion to me, but 13 appre- 
hend by this, Mr. Middleton was pointing out Two Cauſes for ſeizing the Treatures, a Cauſe in 


Addition to the Rebellion, 


Whether you did not think the Rebellion a ſufficient faltification by inſet for ſizing the 
Treafures, without any Second Cauſe ? 
A. I did not think the Second Cauſe had any Thing to do with i it, 1 thought only of the Re: 


bellion, - 


u. Did you got, in + Point of P a, know there had been no 6 Attempt to he the Jagheers, and 
conſequently no Reſiſtance to it, on the 19th of December? 
1 A. Lknew nothing but what I received by Information from Mr. Middleton; l thought his Ler- 
ters contained the Truth, and that there had been an Attempt to reſume the Jagheers; if there 
was not that Attempt to reſume the Jagheers, I now learn it for the Firſl Time. 


Q. Had you a regular communication from Mr. Middleton reſpecting the Progreſs of the Tranſ- 
ation of ſcizing the Treaſures ? 
A. I believe Mr. Middleton did give me a regular Communication of the Progreſs of i it, but I 


cannot be anſwerable for the Truth of | it, 


Then the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, ſigned Natha- 
niel Middleton, was delivered in and read. 


Dear Sir Elijah, e a: 16 « Fazabad, the 25th January 1782, | 
&« have the Satisfaction to inform you that 6 we have at Length ſo far attained the great Object 
of our Expedition to this Place, as to commence on the Receipt of Money, of which in the Courle 
of this Day we have got about Six Lacks. I know not yet what Amount we ſhall actually realize, 
but I think I may ſafely venture to pronounce it will be equal to the Liquidation of the Company's 
Balance. It has been at once the molt important and the moſt difficult Point of Duty which has 
ever occurred in my Office, and the Anxiety, the Hopes, and. Fears, which have alternately agi- 
tated my Mind —_ be deſcribed or conceived but by thoſe who have been Witneſs. to what has 
paſſed in the Courſe of this long Conteſt. The Miniſters have ſupported me nobly throughout ihe 
Buſineſs, and delerve much Commendation ; without the — iſcernment, and Knowled 
the Fineſſe and Tricks of the Country, which Hyder Beg Cawn poſſeſſes, I believe we Reule bae 
ſucceeded bur indifferently; for I ſoon found — no real Advantage was to be obtained by pro- 
eeeding at once to violent Extremities with the Begum, and that ſhe was only to be attacked 
through the Medium of her confidential Servants, who it required conſiderable Addreſs to get 
hold of; however, we at laſt effected it, and by uſing tome few Severities with them we at Length 
came at the ſecret Hoards of this old Lady. I will:wrice you more Particulars hereafter. | 
Lam lorry to inform you my little Boy till continues in a very — Way, though ſome- 
what better than when I had laſt the Honour to addreſs you, 
« My Reſpects to Lady Impey, and believe me with great Regard, 
IJ Lenne My dear Sir Elijah, 
« Sir E. Impey. Your faithful, obliged, and 
| moſt affectionate humble Servant, 
Nathaniel Middleton.“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : : 


Qi. From your Knowledge of the Whole of theſe Circumſtances, and your Communication with 
Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, to what did you attribute the Anxiety, Here and Fears, which Mr. 
Middleton ſays had alternately agitated his Mind? 

A. I can know it no otherwiſe than from what Mr. Middleton relates in this Letter. I take it 
thoſe Anxietics, Hopes, and Fears, had ariſen from his not being ſure he ſhould Oy ſeize 
the Treaſure. * 


4 


| What did Mr. Middleton r mean by thele Words, 66 The Miniſters have ſupported me nobly 
throughout the Buſineſs ?” 


A. I 


* 
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had been averſe to the Meaſure, after having undertaken it, and the Miniſters had upheld Mr. 
Middleton in it; but I know nothing of it but from the Letters. IE 


Q. Againſt the Will of the Nabob? — 
A. That I believe was againſt the Will of the Nabob. 


Q. Do you not know yourſelf, that the Nabob was averſe to the Meaſure ? 

A. I certainly did not know that he was averſe to the Meaſure; and I ſhould rather have 
thought otherwiſe, and that at any Time, without any Pretence of Rebellion, he would have been 
glad to ſeize the Treaſures of the Begums: That was my Opinion. When I firſt went to Cal- 
cutta, or very ſoon afterwards, there was a large Quantity of the Effects of the Begums at Sale in 


the Settlement, which had been ſeized by the Nabob; and, as I then underſtood, if the Engliſh 


Government had not interfered, he would at that Time have ſeized the Whole of the Treaſures of 


the Begums ; but I think it is right for me likewiſe to ſay, from whom I had that Intelligence: 


That Intelligence I had from Mr. Haſtings. | 
Q. Did you ever require any Explanation from Mr. Middleton of theſe Paſſages ? 


A. I believe never; I thoroughly underſtood them, and therefore did not require an Expla- 
nation. — | | | | 


Q. You have ſtated, that you had no Knowledge yourſelf that the Meaſure of reſuming the 
Jagheers had not been attempted, at the Time they reſolved to ſeize the Treaſures ; the Reſiſtance * 


to the reſuming of the Jagheers was mentioned in one Place as a Second Cauſe, and Ground for 
ſeizing the Treaſures ; how do you underſtand the following Paſſage in a Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to you, dated Lucknow, the 5th December 1781: The Meaſure reſpecting the Begums, 
« and the Reſumption of the Jagheers, will be inſtantly adopted. The latter has only been ſuſ- 
« pended for the Governor's Sentiments on the former, as the Jagheers of the Begums and their 
'« Dependants are the moſt conſiderable, and to have attacked them, without being prepared at the 
« ſame Time to enter immediately on the Execution of the grand Deſign, would have been doing 


« Things by Halves, and poſſibly have defeated our Expectations.” Now, what did you un- 


derſtand to be the grand Deſign ? 


A. I certainly underſtood the grand Deſign to be the ſeizing of the Begums Treaſures, and, 
from this Letter now read to me, I do collect that they had not before attempted to ſeize the 
Jagheers. | 


Q. Then, the Account of the ſuppoſed Reſiſtance to reſuming the Jagheers could have been no 
Ground for ſeizing the Treaſures ? N 

A. Undoubtedly not, if there had been no Attack upon the Jagheers. Mr. Middleton may 
explain it, I cannot: Thoſe Letters were delivered in to the Houſe of Commons Twelve Months 
ago: It is ſo many Years ſince I received them I certainly do not carry the Contents of them in 
my Mind. 


Q. There is another Paſſage :—* Do not, my dear Sir Elijah Impey, ſuffer this Delay to 
© be urged or conſidered as an Imputation of Blame upon me: I entered on the Buſineſs 
the very Day after you left me, and went ſo far as to look upon the Matter as finally agreed 
upon, the actual Execution only ſuſpended, until I could receive either yours or the Governor's 
« Sentiments upon the further Propoſal, which is 2 of far greater Conſequence than the 
« Reſumption of the Jagheers, as it will do at one Stroke, if we are not all groſsly miſtaken, 
« what the Jagheers will be at leaſt Two Years in doing.” What did you underſtand was to be 
done at one Stroke ? 

A. I underſtood that to be the ſeizing of the Treaſures of the Begums; and Mr. Middleton 

ts that it would raiſe a greater Sum: It is impoſſible for me to do otherwiſe than refer 
to the Letters, becauſe it could not be a Matter within my Knowledge, | 


Q. Are you now convinced, that the ſuppoſed Oppoſition to the Reſumption of the Jagheers 
was not any Cauſe of ſeizing the Treaſures ; were the Treaſures ſeized on Account of the Re- 
bellion ? | E | 15 | 

A. Till I hear how Mr. Middleton explains that, I certainly cannot be convinced upon the 
Subject; if I was to know no more than I read from this Letter, I ſhould think there had been 
no Attempt to ſeize the Jagheers. hs 


— 


7 


The Houſe informed the Managers for the Commons, that the Opinion of the 
Witneſs, upon a Matter not within his own Knowledge, was no Evidence, 


. What, to your Knowledge, were the Grounds of ſeizing the Treaſures, beſides what you 
collected from your Correſpondence with Mr. Middleton? 
A. I never knew of any other Grounds for ſeizing the Treaſures ; I certainly had read this in 
Mr. Middleton's Letter; but a real Ground for ſeizing the Treaſures, juſtifiable in my Mind, I 
never knew, except the Circumſtance of the Rebellion. | . 


7 2 „ N | | . Do 


A. I think in ſome Part of Mr. Middleton's Correſpondence he had ſaid, the Nabob himſelf 


TT 
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Q. Do you mean a Rebellion before you ſaw Mr. Haftings at Chunar, or a Rebellion ſubſe. 
quent to that Time ? 2 | 
A. I do not call the Reſiſtance to ſeizing the Jaghires, if there were ſuch, a Rebellion; I mean 


the Rebellion at the Time I ſaw Mr. Haſtings. When I ſpeak of Rebellion, I do not mean the 
Reſiſtance to ſeizing the Jagheers. | 


Q. Did you underſtand, from Mr, Haſtings, and from the Cominunication you had with him 
upon the Subject, that that was the Ground and Cauſe of the ſeizing of the Treaſures? - - 
A. I certainly did. , . 


Read, from Book 29, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter 
from the Board at Calcutta to the Court of Directors, dated Fort William, 11th 
February 1782. 885 EY | 


| -- « Fort William, 11th Feb 1782. 

« Par, 7. The juſt Grounds of Suſpicion which had been given to-the Nabob, by the Ha 
and other "rincipal Jaghyrdars in his Country, by the Symptoms of Diſaffection, and even Trea- 
chery diſplayed in their Conduct, made it an Object of ſerious Conſideration with him to rake the 
firſt Opportunity which ſhould offer, conſiſtent with Juſtice, to diſpoſſeſs them of the Means of 
becoming injurious to his Authorityz and the Neceſſities of his Government requiring extraordi- 

nary Aid he reſolved to take this Occaſion of depriving them of thoſe extenſive Jaghyrs, which 
enabled them to become troubleſome, by the Revenues which they yielded, and the Number of 
Dependents neceſſarily retained for their Collection and Defence, and to reſume the Lands, allow- 
ing Penſions to the Jaghyrdars, in Lieu of the Revenues. | 


% Par. 8. As the Reſident at Lucknow had been made Guarantee to an Ag t, formerly 
executed between the Nabob and the Begum, in which he had engaged for a ſpecific Sum of Money, 
to defiſt from all further Claims upon her, it was neceſſary for him to acquire the Sanction of 
this Government to his Intentions, before he could carry them into Execution, which the Infidelity 
of the Begum gave but too much Reaſon to grant. You will find this Meaſure provided for in the 

« (a) Vide new Treaty (a), concluded with the Nabob by the Governor General, at Chunar, on the 19th Septem- 


No, f & 2 of ber laſt. 
the firſt Part f 


the Appendix © Par. 9, On the Firſt Attempt made by the Nabob to carry this Plan into Execution againſt 
to the Gover- the Begum, ſhe determined to reſiſt his Authority, and raiſed a Revolt by the Means of her 
Narrative.” Eunuchs, Jewer Ally Cawn and Behar Ally Cawn, who had collected a Force of about 5000 Men 
in Order to ſet the Nabob at Defiance. Notice of this Second Inſurrection having been tranſmitted 
by the Reſident, without Loſs of Time, to the Governor General at Banares, he immediately or- 

dered a large Detachment to march from Campore, and the Nabob refolved to go m Perſon to 

Fyzabad; on his Arrival there, by the Aſſiſtance of our Troops, he took Poſſeſſion of the Kella; 

and the Eunuchs, ſeeing it would be in vain to make a ſtand when ſuperior Forces wereiexpetted, 


lurrendered themſelves Priſoners to the Nabob, and their Followers diſperſed. 


„ Par. 10. In Order to puniſh the Begum for this daring ill Conduct, and to put it out of her 
Power to apply the Treaſures which/ſhe had amaſſed, to the Purpoſe of railing further Commotions 
in the Country, the Nabob reſolved to ſeize her Wealth, which by the Mahomedan Laws he was 
intituled to, as an Inheritance from his Father, who in the latter Years of his Life had committed 
his Treaſury wholly to her Charge, and it had remained with her after his Death. a 15 


(Signed at the End.) * \ 3 
arren Haſtings. 
Ed. Wheler. - j 
John Macphenſon (a).“ 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


Q. Whether this Account, of your own certain Knowledge, is not wholly falſe? 

A. I know this, that the Reaſon aſſigned to me for ſeizing the Treafures, was the Rebellion of 
the Begums ; whether any other Cauſes mixed in Mr. Haſtings's Mind, I cannot tell, but he did 
not communicate more to me. x r 


Q. Did you not carry Mr. Haftings's Pleaſure, reſpecting the Seizing of the Treaſures, in No- 
vember 1782, to Lucknow ? | 7 
A. I certainly did. 


Q. Then, could any Thing that happened in January, have been the Reaſon for the Determination 
of Mr. Haſtings, which you carried to Lucknow in November ? | 
A. No; certainly not. 


Q. Whether you did not ſay, in your Opinion, the Rebellion was the only juſtifiable Cauſe of the 
Seizure of the Begums Treaſure, or ſomething to that Effect? | 
A. It certainly appears to me ſo at preſent, 


WY — 


— 


; (a) Vide Appendix, N-. LIV. NOD 
Q. Then 
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. Then, if the Rebellion appeared to be the only juftifighle Cauſe of ſeixirig thaſe Treaſures, 
how came you to be indifferent about the $ latter of the 22 which were to eſtabliſh 
and authenticate that Fact of the Rebellion, ſo much ſo as not to have them, or cauſed them 
to be read to you? 

A. I had no more Indifference to thoſe Aﬀidavits, nor had I any 
Affidavits, than any A flidavits that ſhould be taken before me in a j 
ſome of your Lordfhips know it is not cuſtamary for the Perſon w 
examine into the — of it—Had I been, ag I ſaid before, 
ings's Defence, or to accuſe the Begums, I undoubtedly augh to have ſeen what the Matters of the 


Affidavits were; but ay | went only for the Purpoſe of giving my Signature, and tend 
Oath to the Perſon who made the Affidavit, 1415 did not conceive myſelf . . nor do l ——— 


myſelf, (and I am now upon Oath) in the feaſt intereſted whether the Matter of theſe Aﬀidavirs 
was true or falſe, or whether they were, or were not, relevant to Mr. Haſtings's Narrative. 


* ueſtion was not, whether you had any perſonal Intereſt in it, but whether y ou acted 
in a Nocienl haracter, or in the Character of Mr. Haſtings's confidential Secretai Ys Friend, and 
Adviſer, in the Article of taking the Affidavits? 


A. I certainly had no Pretence to act in a judicial Capacity; I did act as the Advifer of Mr. 
Haſtings ; but I muſt diſtinguiſh the Caſe, from the Act of taking the Afﬀidavits: In the Act of 


taking che Affidavits, I was not che Adviſer of Mr. Haftiags, { was then on fiaple Inſtrument to 
authenticate them. 


Q. In what Character was you the ſimple Toftrument of n the Affidavits? 
A. In no official Character whatever, But as a Man known to bear a great Office, and therefore 


it was ſuppoſed my eaking the Aﬀidovics would giye a Weight to them. 


Q. Whether or no you conceive that a Man in a great Office giving an Atteſtation to Affidavi 
wick v1 never read, and which were never read to him, wa, 7 any Weight to any uri, 
cation 

A. I think it would give a Weight to the only Effect that I wiſhed to have the Weigh 
namely, to the Fact that thoſe Affidavits had been ſworn i That was all I meant to au 
the Fact of ſwearing. 


Q. Whether you did not adviſe the taking , of thoſe Aﬀidayits ? 
A. I have ſaid before that 1 did. 


Q For what End or Purpoſe did you deſite them to be taken ? 


H have ſaid before, and, if it is deſired, I will repeat it again: It was far the P 4 of 
authenticating the Fact of the Narrative which Mr. H alling was then writing. ore 


2 you not adviſe ſuch Meaſures to be taken, upon the Suppoſition of the Fact of that 
ion 

A. If the Queſtion means the taking of the Afﬀidavits, I certainly did not do it ppon the 
Idea af the Rebellion exiſting, but fimply to authenticate the Facts in Mr. Haftings' sN 4 
If the Queſtion means the Advice, if that is to be called Advice, which 1 delivered to! 


Haſtings, .as my ay concerning the ſeizing the T reaſure that undoubtedly yas upon A 
count of the Rebellion 


Q. Whether, when a Meaſure of ſuch Conſequence to the Publick, and to Mr. Hattings' 8 
Fame and Character, was recommended by you, yop did.not think ſuch a Matter as his - Jyſti- 
— required ſomething elſe, than the Atteſtation of a mere Fact, that ſome Affidavits were 
worn? 

A. 1 ded the Facts. that wauld :be:fxrorn in the Affidavits were material, and ahat they 
would be material; and that it was material «the Fact of their having been ſworn Ahoyld be 
aſcertained. If 1 had :ſuppoſed that (the Aﬀidavits contained nothing. io the Purpoſe, maſt un- 
doubtedly the mere Fact of having ſworn the Affidavits would have been of 6 


that. depended upon the Suhject Matter of the Affidavits. 


Did it not appear to you, to be your Duty, in the Office you had voluntarily undercaken, 
to take-care-that the Aﬀitlavits were not n 
uaſtion already. 


more Cauſe wk ws thoſe 


Tad Capacity and Þ believe 
vho authenticates an Affidavit * 


to ſegregate Matter for Mr. Haſt- 


t a 
ticate 


ry 

A. I believe Iihave anſwered, at leaſt Ten Times, to the Subſtance af 
I moſt undoubtedly did not think it any Part of my Province 3 I never undertook it ſo: dt ad 
Miſ/.ſtatement to ſay I undertoak chat. 6 b 


_* Then, if you did not undertake to ſee whether the Affidavits were-nugatory or 3 
chat Ground did ou adviſe Mr. Maſtings to. place them in a'Defence, which was to Juſtify 

bis Conduct to the People of this Country? 
A. I will again ſtate to your Lordſhips what I ſaid before, which w that Mr, aſtings 
was wry a Narrative of Facts; that in ”= Diſpoſition of the People England. 1 ee 
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whether they would give Credit merely from his writing them: 1 wende adviſed, that the Facts, 
whether material or immaterial, ſhould be authenticated by Alldarit. 


Q. Did you adviſe him to place them in this Narrative? 
A. I did {adviſe that they ſhould be annexed to his Narrative. 


Q Do you mean to aſſert that you were indifferent, whether they were applicable to that Nar- | 
rative or not, or whether they might not tend to hurt him, as well as to ſerve him: 

A. I thought, and verily believed, that Mr. Haſtings, in his Narrative, meant to conform to 
Truth, and that Truth I wanted to be authenticated, whether it made for or againſt him; or, in Mr. 
_ s own Words, in his Letter to Mr. Middleton, whether they realiſed or refuted the F act. 


Do you conſider Mr. Haſtings's Narrative to be a mere Narrative, ſtating Facts with an 
tndi erence as to the Effect of them, or as a Juſtification and an Apol y for Mr. Haſtings 5 
A. I moſt undoubtedly underſtood that Mr. * was writing a Narrative which he intended 
for an Apology. 


Q. \ Whether you was not examined to the following * in che Houſe of Commons, and 
whether you did not give the following Anſwer ? 


Then the Minutes of a Committee of the Houſe of 3 were delivered in. 
Read, the following Extract, beginning at Page 26 of the lame.” | 


Jovis, 1 Februarii 1787. 
* In a Letter, of the 6th December 1781, Page 3, from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, 
there is this Sentence, Your Pleaſure reſpecting the Begums I have learned from Sir Elijah, and 
the Meaſure heretofore propoſed will ſoon follow the Reſumption of the Jaghiers,” To whom 


do the Words * heretofore propoſed” refer? 
« By hearing the Letter read, I refer i it to a Propoſal made by Mr. n. through me, to | 


Mr. Middleton. 


« What was the Nature of the Propoſal ? 
&« I take it to allude to what I have before mentioned, the Intention of Mr. Haſtings to have 


the Effects of the Begums confiſcated on Account of their Rebellion. 


Do you mean, by ſaying Mr. Haſtings intended to have the Begum's Effects confiſcated, that 


it was to grant his, Mr. Haſtings's, Conſent to the Nabob's doing it ? 
* I underſtood more; I underſtood it was Mr. Haſtings's Intention Mr. Middleton ſhould re- 


commend it to the Nabob as a Meaſure,” 


Read, alſo, the following Extract, beginning at Page 28 of the ſaid Minutes. i 


« Did Mr. Middleton inform you the Begums were then actually in Rebellion? 

J will not take upon me preciſely to ſay that he informed me that the Begums were then in 
actual Rebellion; but that they informed me the Route by Fyzabad was unſafe on account of the 
State of the Country in conſequence of their — which, to my Object of ae. was 


the ſame Thing. 


« Did you often ſee the Nabob Vizier ? ? 
« I think I ſaw him Three or Four Times. 


« Did you ever converſe with the Nabob on the Object of your Journey to Lucknow? 
< There were ſeveral Objects of my Journey to Lucknow; I cannot ſay I never mentioned any of 
them, but I do not recollect that I did; and I am ſure I never converſed with him on the Subject 
a or the _—_— Mr. n had never deſired me, and I enn have 3 it e 
indelicate. 


« Then the Nabob never mentioned to you that his Parents were in actual Rebellion again 


a 
« He certainly never did; but it is not to be inferred from thence that they were not, as we had 


no Converſation upon the State of the Country, of the Treaty of Benaris, or any of the preceding 
Tranſaftions. 


« Did you ever inform the Nabob that you had taken Depoſitions, while at his Court, tending to 


accuſe his Mother and Grandmother ? 
« I did not; but the Nabob muſt have known, becauſe his Miniſter made a « Depoſition I 2 


no Doubt it was well known to the Nabob. 


« What Miniſter? | 
« Hyder Beg Cawn. 


„ „ „% 
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« When did Hyder Beg Cawn make that Depoſition ? 


] have not the leaſt Recollection; I believe it to have been ina a Tent at Colonel Hannay' 5 Quar- 
ters, or it might have been in the Houſe of Major Martin, where I lodged; but within the Court 


of the Nabob, I never took a Depoſition. I am incliged; upon Recolle&ion, to think it was at 
Major Martins. 


What became of that « Depoltion "or | = | 
40 1 do not recollect any Thing particular of that Degas but believe 1 it went with the reſt. 


Are you ſure that Depoſition ever mentioned the Begum $s Name, or contains the leaſt Allufion . 
to it ? 


« I am by no Means ſure of it, for 1 never read it or heard i itz ts not taking Depoſitions 
merely againſt the Begums; I do not know whether one of the Depoſitions went to the Begums; 


and if I had informed the Nabob, I was about taking Depoſitions againſt the _ I might, 
for what I know, have informed him falſe; for I did not know the Fact. 


* Then, what do you mean by ſaying, you are convinced that the Nabob TY his Mother and 
Grandmother were accuſed—becaule the Miniſter had made a Depoſition declaring it, at the ſame 
Time that you are wholly ignorant of the Contents of all the Depoſitions ? | ; 

« If upon my Evidence I have ſaid ſo, I am glad the Queſtion has given, me an Opportu nity of 
explaining it; for I meant no ſuch Thing.—lI aſk Pardon for not having obſerved the veſtion was 
narrowed to Depoſitions n the Kaan I underſtood it went to ns 


generally.” 


Read, alſo, the following Extradt, from Page 31 of the ſaid Minutes, 


„ On what Ground are you ſo confident that thoſe Depoſitions are in Print; and that he 
Dates, Names, and Places, are upon them; you, never hayipg read them 


« Becaule I ſaw the Captions. and Signatures of all the Affidavits, and the Dates. * 
Did you never hear them read to you ? 8 


« I do not recollect that I did; ſome may have been read to me, but it was nh the Courle ta 
read them; I took them as Juſtices of the Peace in England take Affidavits. 


« Are you ſure that a conſiderable N 10 of them, were not. deliberately read to you 


« | am by no Means ſure , very probab ly they were; at this Diſtance of Time LY re- 


collect. I only mean, that I did not reque them to be read to ine; if they THE to read _ | 
to me, I probably heard them. 


« Then, if they were read to you, and you heard them, muſt you not have EE milan in 
declaring, that you never had any Knowledge of the Contents of =} 


« I acknowledge the Concluſion ; but I have no Remembrance whether any of them were read 
to me z and I am ſure I do not know the Contents of them. 


Do you recollect whether or not, when the Depoſitions were in the Perſian or Hindoo Now 


guage, that they were tranſlated by Major Davy, ſigned in Wurd and the Contents explained to 
the Deponents ? 


« Very poſſibly it may be ts; but I have not the leaſt RecolleRion of che Fact z the Explanation 


of the Contents might have been in my Preſence, or not if it was expreſſed to be done in my 
Preſence, it undoubtedly was fo. 


« Whether you have ſet your Name to an Affidavit, purporting to 8 ſworn before you, the 


Contents being firſt explained to the Deponent, without the Contents having been explained in 
your Preſence? 


« Ir requires a Knowledge of both Languages, to know whether an Interpreter explains right 
or no; without that Knowledge, the Interpreter muſt be credited; and I have no Doubt may ; I 
am ſure the Interpreter was ſworn, and in that Caſe I ſhould fo have ſigned it. 


« Do you mean, you would have ſigned ſuch a Depoſition, without requiring the Ineerpreter ts 
explain the Depoſition to the Deponent, at the Time he made the Affidavit? 


«« Certainly, upon aſking the ſworn Interpreter, whether he had interpreted the Contents truly. 


« Do you think that it was a neceſſary Precaution, when a Native of the Country was to 


ſwear to a Depoſition, drawn up in Engliſh, that it © ould have been interpreted to the Deponent 
in his own Language ? 


* 1 00. ü 
« Was Major Digi with you at Luckhow ? 


« He was not. 


* Who was the Interpreter upon that Occalion ? 85 
* do not know; but it was a ſworn Interpreter. * 2 


* Do you know his Name ? | ] | pes e 
« I do not. 
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* 


et Who recommended him: a | 
« At this Diſtance of Time, I do not know; but I was ſatisfied at the Time. 


Are you abſolutely certain that he was ſuch a ſworn Interpreter? 


I am as poſitive as I can be of any common official Act. Although this was not an official 
Act, yet it was in the Nature of an official Act, that I would not have done it without a ſworn 


Interpreter, that being a Matter of Courſe. | | | 


« You having recolle&ed the Atteſtation which you ſigned to one of the Depoſitions read to you, 
which there ſtates, that the Contents had been ſworn before you, the Contents being explained o 
the Deponent by the Interpreter, whoſe Name you do not recollect ; do you recollect to have ſeen 
any ſuch Atteſtations to the Depoſitions you took at Lucknow? X £ 
I have no Recollection whatſoever. | | | 

« You having ſtated that if, in the Depoſitions taken before you after your Return from 
Lucknow, there appears an Atteſtation, that the Contents had been firſt explained to the Depo- 


nent; do you not admit, that a ſimilar Atteſtation would have appeared, upon the itions 
taken at Lucknow, if the ſame Meaſures had been purſued there with reſpect to thoſe Depo- 
ſitions? | | | | 


« Tf it had been ſo written on the Depoſitions, it certainly would fo have appeared, 
« Bur if the Fact had exiſted, that the Depoſitions had been ſo explained, would it not have ſa 


appeared? | 
% It ſhould have ſo appeared, and it 1s inaccurate, if it does not. 


« Do you recollect yourſelf to have ſworn any Interpreter at Lucknow? 
I udo not recollect it, but I have no doubt but I did. 


« And you know no Reaſon, but attribute it to Inaccuracy, that the Depoſitions taken at Luck- 
now have no Atteſtation that they were firſt explained to the native Deponents, and that all the 
Depoſitions of the ſame Nature, taken upon your Return, have ſuch Atteſtations; and you do 
not remember the Name of the Interpreter, nor who recommended him? | % 

« I did not know the Fact, rs if it is fo, I attribute it to Inaccuracy; and I do not know 
the Name of the Interpreter. I hope the Committee will make Allowance for the Want of Re- 
membrance of Tranſactions at ſuch a Diſtance of Time. There is another Thing, thoſe that are 
in Print are Copies ; the Originals might have Atteſtations; I do not know that they have.” 


. 


A. Before the Honourable Managers put any r to me— as Part of the Evidence given 

before the Houſe of Commons, has been given clearly for the Purpoſe of ſnewing I was inconſiſtent 
in that Evidence—T hope your Lordſhips will give me an Opportunity to explain that Inconſiſt- 
ency. Mr. Sheridan, one of the Honourable Managers, examined me from a Book in his Hand; 
he aſked me ſeveral Queſtions with reſpect to an Interpreter being ſworn at Lucknow; conceiving 
that Mr. Sheridan could not aſk me that Queſtion, unleſs the Subject Matter of the Examination 
required that there ſhould have been an Interpreter, I was miſled to ſay, that there was an Inter- 

reter. I was then examined with reſpect to the Affidavits and Memorandums, and whether the 
1333 contained upon the Affidavits had been read to the Witneſſes, and then a Number of 
Queſtions put upon that. When I went home, imagining the Book I was examined from was the 
Report which contained Mr. Haſtings's Narrative, I found that there was no Affidavit taken at 
Lucknow which required an Interpreter, that there was not a ſingle Affidavit interpreted at Lucknow, 
that I took the Affidavits in Perſian, or in the Country Language, and they were ſubſequently 
tranflated by Mr. Davy, a ſworn Interpreter. Under the Idea that I had an Interpreter, and that 
there might have been an Explanation of the Affidavits, which were to be taken in a Language that 
the Witneſs did not underſtand, I moſt undoubtedly ſaid I thought fo, at the ſame Time denying 
that I remembered the Fact; but that I ſaid ſo, becaufe I knew it would be the Courſe of taking the 
Affidavits, and I am ſure I ſhould not have taken them out of the Courſe ; it would have been the 
Courſe if the Affidavits had been tranſlated, but it could not be of Courſe, when I merely authen- 
ticated the Papers which the Witneſſes brought, by giving the Oath, and taking their Signature. 
This I thought neceſſary to explain to your Lordſhips, for when that is underſtood, there will appear 
to be no Inconſiſtency in my Evidence. This I endeavoured to explain to the Houſe of Commons; 
I have now by me a Paper which I delivered to Mr. Dempſter, for that Purpoſe, the very next Day: 
I underſtood there was no Neceſſity for my attending, and therefore I was not in the Lobby of the 
Houſe of Commons, or near it: I was called for there, but, as I did not appear, no Notice was 
taken of that Paper. I believe theſe are the Facts. I certainly delivered my Evidence in full 
Confidence, that the Gentleman who examined me did not intend to miſlead me; I do not accuſe 
that Gentleman with an Intention to miſlead me, but he undoubtedly miſled me. | 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs ; 


Q. What Book was that which you looked into, when you found this Explanation, reſpecting 


Affidavits not requiring an Interpreter ? 
A. Ir 
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A. It was one of the Reports of the Committee I looked into, for the Purpoſe of ſeeing whether 
did uſe an Interpreter or not, as I found the Queſtion preſſed ſo much: I thought I ** made a 
Miſtake, and I looked into it to corre& that Miſtake, and to fee in what Langu age the Affidavits 


were taken ; it turned out I did not uſe an Interpreter, and that it was at a To ſequent Time that 
they were tranſlated by Mr, Davy. I 


Q. What Report was it? 
A. I do not know the Name of the Report, b but it is the Report in which Mr. . Haſtings 8. Nars 


rative 1s ſet out. 


Q. Then it was into Mr. Haſtings 8 Naitative that you looked? | 

A. I did not look into Mr. Haſtings's Narrative; I ſeeI am ſuppoſed to have made: a Miſtake: I 
have made no Miſtake ; it was not neceſſary for me to read Mr. Haſtings Narrative, or the Affi. 
davits, for the Purpoſe. I neither read the one nor the other; I only looked to ſee whether I did or 
did not uſe an Interpreter at that Time. I ſhall not be caught in a Falſity, | 


Q. It does not appear then that you have looked ſo far into the Narrative, placed i in the Appen- 
dix of the Second Report, as to ſatisfy yourſelf with reſpe& to the Titles of the Affidavits, and 
the Fact whether there were an Interpreter preſent or not. Some of the Affidavits are tranſlated 
by Major Davy, a ſworn Interpreter. To ſatisfy yourſelf of that Fact, you mult have had your 
Eye over thoſe Afhdavits ? 

A. As far as Truth, to the utmoſt Extremity, I will admit: I hope nothing will be taken by 
Inference that goes beyond it. I did for that Purpoſe, and for that Purpoſe only, examine that 
Report. I did not at that Time look into Mr. Haſtings's Narrative; I did not read the Affida- 
vits; I looked only to the Caption of the Affidavits, and the Dates of the Affidavits; and I cau- 
tiouſly avoided doing it, for this Reaſon ; as I was to be examined, I would not intermix a ſubſe- 
quent Knowledge of Facts with an antecedent Knowledge of Facts, that I might not be puzzled 
when I came to be examined, by confounding the Times when I acquired the Knowledge; 
therefore I cautiouſly avoided looking into them, that my Mind might not- be pg __ 
Facts, without knowing at what Time I came to the Knowledge of them. d 


„ you mean you looked at the Top and the en of Ge vin, ahd caution 
avoided reading any Part ? 

A.I b — reading any Part of them; I might caſually ſee ſome Lines, but I had 
no premeditated Purpoſe of reading them. My premeditated Purpoſe was to avoid looking into 
* and, if I am to be examined again, I ſhall do exactly fen GNI ns 
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Q. You have ſtated in an Anſwer larely, that you found cem of choſe Aﬀidavits a not re- 
quire any Interpreter: How could you find that they required no ſuch Seton; an yonng 
caſt your Eye upon the Matter of the Affidavits? 

A. I take it, the Matter of the Afﬀidavits had nothing to do with 'the Subject. If it uns an 
Affidavit that I ſaw, ſubſequently tranſlated by Major Davy, I knew I could not have uſed an In- 
terpreter at Lucknow: If the Affidavits were made by Engliſh n I knew I vated, 0 


Interpreter, becauſe they were Engliſh. it i 


Q. Was it upon this ſubſequent Examination of any Parts of the Affdavits (for 1 do not 
know how otherwiſe to deſcribe it) that you diſcovered that Hyder Beg had not ſworn ? * © 

A. I have not diſcovered that Hyder Beg was not ſworn; I rather ſuppoſe, from his Rank, he 
did not ſwear ; he poſſibly may have ſworn: What I ſaid was, that Natives of high Rank decline 
ſwearing ; and he is a Native of high Rank. 


The Paſſage is this: „The Account of what I have "OY and of what I ſaw, I have 
« truly and faithfully related. I ſwear by the Almighty, that I have truly wrote, without dimi- 
s niſhing or Addition, all that I heard, and all that I ſaw, and nothing but the Truth. Signed 
Hyder Beg. That which is written is true: Sealed with his Seal,“ Did you think yourſelf 
bound to abſtain from caſting your Eye upon the Paſſa age when you looked at the Book ? 

A. 1 certainly did not think myſelf bound to abſtain from looking upan that or any other Paſ- 
ſage; bur, in the Terms the Paſſage has been read, I till think Hyder Beg did not ſwear; be- 
cauſe it is only the Aſſeveration of Hyder Beg, and there is no Atteſtation that an Oath was 
taken. I ſtill think he did not ſwear; that is, that the Koran was not put upon his Head, in the 
formal Manner in which Witneſſes do ſwear; but I do not mean to ſpeak accurately to the Fact. 
I rather believe he did not, rs being a Man of ſo high Rank, I rather think he Yung. Have 
avoided it. 


£4 Did you, in looking at theſe Affidavits, obſerve whether Hyder Beg's Depoſition was tran- 
ted, or not? 
A. I have no Kind of Recollection of looking at Hyder Dog's Affidavic I rake it for — 


be ſwore in Perſian, 2 
9 Is ; Q Am 
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Q. Am I to tb, that you acquired no Knowledge of the Contents of any of thoſe | 

Affidavits, from that ſubſequent Inſpection you made of the Appendix to the Report of the 
Houſe of Commons? 

A. I think I may take upon myſelf ſafely to ſwear, that I acquired none. I will not ſay, that, 


in caſting my Eye over, and looking at the Top and Bottom of the Affidavits, and the Youre 
tations and Captions, that ſomething might not have caught my OR" 


8 Have you any Memory of any Thing that did ? ä 
A. I have not the leaſt Memory of it; I have gathered much more of the Contents of thoſe 
Affidavits ſince my attending at this Houſe, than I did before, I have learnt, from an Honour. 


able Gentleman, that Ziyder Beg ſaid nothing with reſpect to the 3 but, before, I thought 
he hac. 


Q: Why did you think Hyder Beg had ſaid any Thing about the Begums before O 


A. Becauſe I ſuppoſe it would be in his Knowledge, and eee I ſuppoſe he would give an 
en of what he knew. 


2 Do you then admit, that as this Rebellion, if it had exiſted, muſt have been in Hyder 
Beg's Knowledge, Hyder Beg's Depoſition containing no Account of it, muſt be a ſtrong Proof 
there was no ſuch Rebelhon ? 

A. I am no Party to the Cauſe : I hope I ſtand an indifferent Witneſs before the Hoùſe. I do 
not mean to admit or deny it. If ſuch a Concluſion ariſes in your Lordſhips Mind, you will 
Judge from the Affidavits. Whether it aroſe in my Mind or no, I do not aſſume enough to FUSE 
it would guide your Lordſhips Determination. 


2. Did you conſider the Perſons whoſe Afiidavits you took, were SE or ſwearing to theſe 
Aﬀfdavits, as expteſſive of the whole Truth, and all they knew upon the Subject ? 
A. I had no Reaſon to think ' otherwiſe ; Perſons coming voluntarily to depoſe before me, I 


ſhould ſuppoſe would * the Truth. Any Body can determine juſt as well as I can upon that 
OO 


Q. Whether you had by Low Pubs to adminiſter an Oath in the Province of Oude? 

A. I have anſwered before ſeveral Times, that undoubtedly my Juriſdiftion did not extend 
there; that I had no legal Authority to adminiſter an Oath there is moſt certain: but I know that 
many Affidavits are taken by thoſe who have not legal Juriſdiction to adminiſter l in Matters, 
but not in Cauſes, A very high Authority has told me he has done it. 


Q. I ſhould wiſh to know who the Authority is? 

A. Out of Decency and Reſpect to the Perſon who told me fo, a very high Magiſtrate, I doubt 
whether I ought to mention his Name; but if the Houſe think it is neceſſary to mention his 
Name, if that will be an Apology for me to the Noble Lord, the Magiſtrate, I have no Kind of 
Difhculty to name him; but this I aſſert, it is One of the higheſt Authorities in this Kingdom. 


Q. (Croſs examined. ) Whether the ſeveral Perſons who made the Affidavits were ſo by you in 
any, and what Form? 

A. The Engliſh Gentlemen were ſworn in the Manner that Affdavits are taken! in England. 
The Mahometans, or if there were any native Hindoos, I believe they were ſworn according to 
what! underſtand to be the ſolemneſt Manner in which Hindoos or Muſſulmen can ſwear. 


0: Was the Queſtion put to them, whether the Contents of their Affidavits were true? 
A. Either that, or ſomething to the Effect, certainly. 


Q. You have ſpoke to the Notoriety of the Report of the Rebellion of the Begums, whether 
any Circumſtance came to your Knowledge afterwards, to induce you to diſbelieve that 
Report? 
e and that is, that the Houſe of Commons have entertained another Opinion, 
and, poſſibly, have better Evidence than I have: no other Reaſon. 


Q. Whether you can inform the Houle, whether the Treaſures of Sujah ul Dowlah kept in the 
Zenans, became upon his Death the Property of his Succeſſor, or his Widow, or any other Per- 
ſon, by the Law of that Country? 


A, I know nothing at all of that Subject, or whoſe Property it was: I do not take upon me to 
know any Thing of any Laws of the Country. 


i Then a Letter was ſhewn to the Witneſs ; and the following Queſtion was put to 
im. 


Q. You * been aſked, with reſpet to that Low bearing Date the 1 gh of December 1783 : 
is that a Letter you received from Mr. Middleton ? 


A. Tes; I believe it to be one of the Letters I delivered in to the Houſe of Commons, as having 
received from Mr, Middleton. 


Then 


V 
Then the following Extract was read from the ſame: - 8 
cc My dear Sir Elijah, | | | - + Lucknow, the 19th December 1781. 
« ] accept the Compromiſe Mr. Haſtings has offered me in reſpect to Mr. Cator, and have this 
Day informed him ſo. It is poſſible, as we both know the Governor is not very punctual in an- 


ſwering, or even reading Letters, that a Line from you, reminding him of the Converſation you had 
with him on this Subject, and preſſing his Compliance may be neceſſary; and I muſt further rely 


upon you, my dear Sir, to get Mr, Collinſon nominated Cator's Succeſſor at Dacca, as on that 


Event reſt his Hopes of getting rid of an expenſive Houſe he has there, which, excluſive of his 
perſonal Regard for Collinſon, I can take upon me to aſſure you is all the Intereſt he has in wiſhing 
him to obtain the Appointment. We have ſtrange Reports here of the Diſpoſition of our Friends 


Colleagues below, which might alarm a more credulous Man than I am; but I am determined to 


give no Ear to them until they. come to me from better Authority. A Hint from you, my dear Sir, 
on your Arrival at the Preſidency, how Matters are going on, will be very ſatisfactory and uſeful. 
You may be aſſured that any Thing, of this Sort you may do me the Honour to communicate in 
Confidence ſhall never go further. Your Friendſhip and good Offices in this particular Line, are 
the greater Conſequence to me, as I have no Perſon about the Governor from whom I can ex 
uſeful Information, or whoſe Communications I could receive without Suſpicion, __ __; 
„ think we ſhall yet have ſome active Service in fully eſtabliſhing the Meaſure of reſumin 


the Jagheers. The Begum has oppoſed the Aumil that was ſent to take Charge of hers, and 


vows Vengeance, not only againſt him and the Nabob, but againſt the whole Country, if her 
Jagheer is touched. Her own Words to me and the Miniſter are pretty expreſſive of her Diſpoſi- 
tion. If my Jagheer is touched, the whole Country ſhall go with it.“ She has a Number. of 
Men in Arms, which has obliged the Nabob to call for the Aſſiſtance of another Regiment from 
Cawnpore. His Excellency proceeds to Fyzabad to ſettle other Matters on the 27th Faſtant ; th 

Mohurrum, he pleads, prevents his going ſooner. I think the Oppoſition the Begum has given t 

the Meaſure of reſuming the Jagheer, which, as far as it concerns her, bears not the Shadow of Ex- 
ception, as ſhe is to receive the Value in ready Money, will be a full Juſtification of the future De: 
mands his Excellendy has to make upon her, With ſuch a Diſpoſition as ſhe has betrayed, it would 
be the Exceſs of Folly to leave her in Poſſeſſion of the Means of gratifying it.” W 


& * 


Then the following Extract of a Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Court of 


Directors, dated Fort William, 11th February 1782, was read from Book 29, al- 
ready delivered in. h Rt ugh 


« Honourable Sis, Fort William, 14th February 1782. 


« Par. 1. In our laſt Letter from this Department by the Swallow Packet, dated agth De- 
cember 278 we informed you of the Detention of that Veſſel, for the Purpoſe of carrying 
home a complete Narrative of the Governor General's Proceedings while at Benares and Chunar, 
which we daily expected to receive from him. However, as the Length of this Paper, and the 
great Number of References annexed to it, made it impoſſible to ſend them down ſooner than he 
did, and we found it would require a long While to copy them after their Arrival, we deter- 


% 


mined to diſpatch the Swallow without them, judging that you would be impatient to hear from 
us on the Reſtoration of Peace in the Diſtricts of Benares, and to receive the lateſt Accounts 


from Madras of the Situation of Affairs in the Carnatic, TEE 8 
« 2; We determined, at the ſame Time; to diſpatch the Nancy Snow, Captain Hiffernan, with 
theſe Reports as ſoon as they could be prepared, and we have now the Pleaſure to tranſmit them 
to you, a ſeparate Number in this Packet. FREE 3 
3. The above Papers contain ſuch a full Account of all Tranſactions of the Governor Gene- 
ral upon this Service, together with his Motives and Reaſonings ppon them, that we think it would 
be ſuperfluous to add any Thing of our own, but to recommend them to your attentive 
Peruſal. | | TRI” | 22.448 in 
« 4. By theſe it will appear, that the Treachery and Intrigues of Cheyt Sing, ſupported. by the 
Diſaffection and reſtleſs Diſpoſition of the Bhow Begum, Mother to the Nabob of Oude, at Fyza- 
bad, produced Inſurrections in that Country, which till lately we were unapprized of, on account 
of the Communications between that Place and Benares. being wholly cut off. | | 
« 5. At the ſame Time that the firſt Information of theſe Diſturbances reached us, we were 
happy to hear that they had been quelled by the Accounts received there of the ſucceſaful Efforts 
of our Troops in Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnpore to the Relief of 
Colonel Hannay, whoſe Sepoys gave evident Proofs by their Deſertion that they had been tam- 
pered with, and he, with moſt of his Officers, were in great Danger of their Lives, a Detachment 
under. Lieutenant Gordon tg. been actually attacked and cut off, and the Reſt of the Corps 
on ſurrounded by the Rabble levied under Sanction of the Begum, avowedly for the Service of 
ajah Cheyr Sing. | A a6 io 0; bddp > bid cd 
0 6. The 8 of theſe Levies is further corroborated by various Reports from Fyzabad, 
and by the Liſt of Cheyt Sing's Forces „ to the Governor General at Chunar, in * 
| 8 


* 


* vs 
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the Troops, ſaid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a Part of his Strength, muſt evidently 


be the ſame (ſince they agree in Number) with thoſe which Colonel Hannay declares to have — 
raiſed, and ſent to him from Fyzabad. 
(Signed at the End) 


Warren Haſtings, 
Edward Wheler, 

| John Macpherſon.” 
Q. (from a Lord.) To what ; dk does a Man continue a Minor by the Laws of Hindoſtan ? 


A. There are different Periods for the Hindoos and the Muffulmen ; I could not give ſuch an 
Anſwer upon Oath without reſorting to Memorandums to aſcertain it. 


Q. Do you recolle& whether they continue Minors to the Age of Twenty-one, or nearly to 
what Age? 


A. I believe it is at an earlier Age they come to Majority. | 
$9 o you know who was the Perſon mentioned in one of the Affidavits, called Rajah Muſta- 
: Pha han? 


A. I have not the leaſt Recollection of him at er z I might poſſibly at tie Time know him, 
but I do not now recollect the Name. 


Qi. Do you recollect a Perſon deſcribed as the Rajah of Gwallior ? 
A. I do not. 


Q. Do you recolle& a Perſon who is called the Rajah Guggat Sing. 
A. I have not the leaſt Recollection of him. 


— han you took the ſolemn Declaration of the Rannee Golaub Kooer, where was that 
en 


A. I believe the Queſtion means, 2 the Affidavit of the Mother of Cheit Sing : That was 
taken at a Place called Ramnagur. 


Q. When you ſpoke about the Rebellion, which was as notorious in that Country, as the Re- 
bellion in Scotland was notorious in London in the Year 1745, did you mean to ſpeak of the Re- 
bellion of Cheit Sing, or of the Rebellion of the Begums ? 

A. What I meant to ſay was this, that it was as much in Converſation, as a notorious Fact, 
that there was a Rebellion of the „ as that there was a Rebellion in 1745. I ſpoke of it as 


notorious from Report. 1 do not take upon I to know any of the Facts, to prove that there 
was a Rebellion. 


Q Whether you recolle& the Day, or nearly the Day, when you left Chunar to go to 
Lucknow ? 

A. I arrived at Lucknow, I think, the 25th of November; I remember I left Chunar upon a 
Saturday, and that I was detained the Sunday and the greater Part of Monday in the Neighbour- 
hood o Ilihabad at a Major Clarke's, for the Want of Bearers to go forward. I then went for- 


ward, and, as well as I can recollect, I was Two Nights between Ilihabad and Lucknow, The 
Dates 1 have not. 


Q. You have ſaid, that the Fact of Swearing was all you meant to authenticate ? 
A. Certainly. 


Q. Do I underſtand you to mean by that Expreſſion, the Fact of Swearing as to the Subſtance 
of the Affidavit? 


A. The Fact of Swearing, that that Affidavit delivered to me was true. 


Q. You have ſaid, that before any Perſon was ſworn before you (I am ſpeaking of any Native) 
he was aſked, whether the Subſtance was true ? 


A. I was aſked that Queſtion, whether that was not put to them; I believe my Anſwer was, 
either that, or ſomething to that Effect. 


Q. Who had you with you, that underſtood the Hindoſtan Language? 


A. I underſtand the Hindoſtan Language, much more than for ſuch a Purpoſe ; both Hindoſtan 
and Perſian, much more than for that Purpoſe. 


Q. What additional or greater Weight do you think was given to an Oath, ſimply taken by you, 
and tendered in the Manner you have deſcfibed,' than there would have been, if taken by any other 
Perſon capable of adminiſtring an Oath ? 

A. I do not know any Perſon that was capable of adminiſtring an Oath. My Idea was, that 
though I was beyond my Juriſdiction, yet, as I was a public, well-known Character, it would not 
be doubted, if I authenticated the Fact of the Affidavits having been ſworn to; that it would gain 
Credit ; and had Mr. Haſtings diſpatched any of the Natives, I ſhould have thought it might 
bring an nen and a Doubt, upon the Yup and Authenticity of the Affidavits. 


Q. Am 
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Q. Am I to underſtand, that, if you had not undertaken this Journey to Lucknow, no other 

Method could Have been adopted, to have taken theſe Affidavits in an equally ſufficient Manner, as 
were taken before you ? | | | | N LIN 
A. I thought that my taking them would have given more Weight : They certainly might have 

been taken before other Perſons ; your Lordſhips will judge, whether that would have given them 


more or leſs Weight; according to my Apprehenſion, my taking them did give greater Weight to 
the Fact of their having been taken. * * or _ 12 | 


Q. Am I to underſtand, that it was the principal Object of your Journey into the Country? 

A. It certainly was not the principal Object of my going to Lucknow; for had it been only for 
taking Affidavits, I ſhould not have proceeded to Lucknow; but it was the principal Object of my 
taking a Journey at all. » 3y 


Qi Would an Equivalent have been granted for the Jaghires to the Begums, or any Terms kept 
with them, when the Treaty of Chunar was ſigned, if Mr. Haſtings had believed them to be in 
an actual State of Rebellion? | 8 11 | | 
A. I never heard Mr. Haſtings ſay any Thing upon that Subject. 
Q. What is the Diſtance between Chunar and Calcutta ? 


A: I think they reckon it to Patna about Four Hundred Miles, and I ſhould fu 
from Gueſs, that Chunar might be One Hundred and Fifty or Two Hundred Miles 


Q. How long was you in taking that Journey from Calcutta to Chunar ? 
A. From Calcutta to Chunar, I did not take my Journey direct. The Occaſion of my leav- 
ing Calcutta was this. The Governor General and Council had requeſted me to viſit the Stations 
| where the Courts of Juſtice are kept. For that Purpoſe I ſet out from Calcutta, When I had 
got to Mongheer, in my Way to Patna, One of the Stations I was to viſit, I there received a 
ſhort Note from Mr. Haſtings, and a long Letter from Mr. Sullivan his Secretary. Mr. Haſ- 
tings, in his ſhort Note, acquainted me there had been a Revolution at Benares; but he was in 
ſuch Agitation, he could not write the Particulars, but referred me to Mr. Sullivan for them 
and requeſted I would, as ſoon as poſſibly I could, after the Troubles were ſubſided, fo. as 
might travel ſafely, come to him at Benares. I went to Patna, and the Troubles of the Coun- 
try made my Miſſion to that Place, with reſpe& to the Adawlut, the Courts of - Juſtice, totally 
abortive. I then ſtaid, I believe, Four or Five Days. All the Engliſh in the Country were 
much alarmed, and were near quitting Patna, I was apprehenſive my quitting Patna, imme- 
diately upon coming there, would ſpread the Alarm more. I therefore remained at Patna, to 
ive a Confidence to the People, longer than I ſhould have done if I had conſulted my own 
afety. I then returned to Baglepore, at which Place I received ſeveral Letters from Mr. 
Haſtings, who was then confined in the Fort of Chunar, He ſent many of them by ſecret 
Meſſengers, ſome incloſed in Quills. The laſt Letter I received from Mr. Haſtings informed 
me that the Country was quiet, and preſſed me to come up; and every Letter I received 
from Mr. Haſtings was more and more preſſing to me to come up, on Account, as 1 under- 
ſtood, of the Exigencies in which he then was. During the Time that I reſided in Calcutta, as 
1 held a very high Office, I did not think my Duties to! the State always ſatisfied, ſimply by 
the Execution of my Office. If I could ſerve the State any otherwiſe, I thought it my 
Duty to do it; and there are many and many Inſtances in. which I have done it. his is One 
of thoſe Cafes which I thought called 'upon me, and for that Reaſon I attended Mr, Haſtings at 
Benares, conceiving the Difficulty he was in was the Reaſon of his calling me there, to conſult 
with me what he ſhould do, That was the Occaſion of my going up to Benares, and that was the 
Occaſion of being a long Time upon my Journey; and though it is thrown out as degrading to me, 
beating the Office of Chief Juſtice of Calcutta, that I condeicended to be the private Secretary and 
Amanuenſis of Mr. Haſtings, acting from the Impreſſions I did, I felt it very differently: I felt that, 
in the Situation I was in, it was a Duty incumbent on me to give every Aſſiſtance I could to Mr, 
Haſtings, and every Aſſiſtance to the State: And with that View I attended Mr. Haſtings ; with 
that View I went to Lucknow; with that View I took the Affidavits; and with that View I gave 
the Opinion I did to Mr. Haſtings: That this is not a ſolitary Action of mine, if the Annals of 
the Eaſt India Company are examined, will be ſeen upon them; it will be found, that in many 
Inſtances, and in One in particular, in which the Houſe of Commons thought that I took a par- 
ticular Reſponſibility upon myſelf, I was not afraid of that Reſponſibility, when I knew I did Ser- 
vice to my Country. ©? 8 


* 


E 


Q. Did you hear of thoſe Troubles at Benares firſt at Calcutta? 


A. I did not: I left Calcutta ſoon after Mr. Haſtings left it. I ſay ſoon; it may be a Fort- 
night, Three Weeks, or a Month, _ de LS _ | 


Q. How far is Mongheer from Patna ? | ' 
A. Mongheer from Patna, I take to be about Fourſcore Miles. | 


Q. I wiſh to know your Reaſon for giving the Advice you did, after taking the Affdavits: 
Did you conceive it to be your Duty ? | 
A. I did not conceive it to be my Duty. 


Q. Acting f 
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Q. Acting in the Capacity af Mr. Haſtings's Adyiſer and Inſtrument, you have declared your 

Opinion, that the Rebellion was the only juſtifiable Ground for ſeizing their Treaſures; to ſuggeſt 

which: to Mr, Middleton, was one of the Objects of your Tong to Lucknow? af” 
A, I did not ſay, I acted as an Inſtrument to Mr. Haſtings. | 


Q. But you acted as his Adviſer ? 2 7 
A. I certainly did. 0 58 


Q. Did you conſider it as material to you, to know the Contents of the Affidavits that were 
en for the Purpoſe of verifying the Rebellion, and to judge of the Propriety of the Advice you 
had given, or were afterwards to give, reſpecting the Rebellion. x 
I did not. I gave my Advice hypothetically, that if the Facts are ſo, the Conſequences follow. 
id not aſſume to know the Facts; I would not have taken upon myſelf the Reſponſibility of 


ſaying, theſe Facts are fo, and draw the Conſequences too, | 


Q. (from a Lord). Whether you adviſed Mr. Haſtings to obtain Affidavits, for the Purpoſe of 
enabling him to ſegregate ſuch only as ſhould anſwer his Purpoſe. | | 

A. No, I did not; it was for the Purpoſe of aſcertaining the Fats in his Narrative. My 
Advice was generally for him to get Affidavits to authenticate the Facts; what Uſe Mr. Haſtings 
would make of them afterwards I was not anſwerable for: I meant he ſhould take Affidavits of the 
Facts, and annex them to his Narrative. : 


Whether you have any Means of aſcertaining, whether all the Affidavits you took are pub- 
liſhed in Mr. Haſtings's Narrative; and whether all the Contents of ſuch as are annexed to the 
Narrative are fully given? g 

WW at all; I thought Mr. Haſtings a Man of Veracity, and that he would publiſh the 


Q. In the Advice you gave Mr. Haſtings, how did you intend the Publick ſhould be ſatisfied 
that the Affidavits were publiſhed as they were taken? | 
A. I thought the Publick would give that Credit to Mr. Haſtings that he had publiſhed the 
Affidavits as they were brought; Credit mult be given ſomewhere; if no Credit whatever is to be 
given, I do not know, how any Facts can be authenticated. Fm | a 


Whether it would not have contributed more to authenticate the Facts to the ,Publick, if 
you yourſelf had examined into the Facts, and added the Weight of your Character and Situation 
to the Examination? * | 

A. No, I think not; becauſe I think it would have been a very extraordinary Tranſaction; and 
that I ſhould have acquired more Imputation upon myſelf than Authenticity to the Affidavits. 


Q: Whether you think Mr. Middleton could not have done exactly what you did by going there? 
A. I do; but Mr. Middleton was Mr. Haſtings's confidential Agent; and-I ſhould doubt much 
whether the ſame Credit would be given to Affidavits, which he might have given his Sanction to, 
I as would: be given to Affidavits ta which I gave my Sanction. ey 


Q. Did you Know, at the Time you took thoſe Affidavits, whether there was any Idea of a Proſe- 
cution commenced or intended by the Houſe of Commons againſt Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. As tothe Idea of a Proſecution, certainly not; I thought the Revolution of Benares ſo ex- 
traordinary an Event, that it would probably be very ſtrictly inquired into; with reſpect to the 
Affair of the Begums, I thought it ſo clear, that no Inquiry whatſoever would be made into. it. 


Q. Had you at that Time heard of any Inquiry likely to be made into Mr. Haſtings's Conduct 
in India ? ; LA 

A. I am not quite ſure whether I heard it then, or whether I heard it ſoon after my Return to 
Calcutta; but certainly, ſomething very near the Time, it was known in India that there would be 


an Inquiry into the Conduct of Mr. Haſtings. 


Q. If that was the Caſe, was it not particularly prudent for Mr. Haſtings, under thoſe.Circum- 
ſtances, to take every legal Method to prove the Rectitude of his Conduct? 
A. That Idea was very ſtrongly impreſſed upon my Mind. 

Q. (Ha Lord.) Whether you declared that the Idea of ſeizing the Treaſure of the Begums ori- 
Pane with yau, and was not a Meaſure propoſed by Mr. Haſtings to you, for your Opinion, be- 
re the Buſineſs ; or, on the contrary, whether the Meaſure was ſuggeſted by you to Mr. Haſtings ? 

A. It originated in a Converſation with Mr. Haſtings; I am not certain whether the Idea origi- 
nated with me or with him, but the Inclination of my Opinion has always been that the Idea ori- 
ginated with me ; I have certainly had Reaſon, from ſubſequent Converſations, to think that I may. 
have been miſtaken, for I underſtand that Mr. Middleton did not fo underſtand it; I thought 
when I communicated it to him it was new to Mr. Middleton, but in my Converſation with 
Mr. Middleton, he ſeemed to think it was not new at that Time. I have had a very recent Con- 
verſation with a Gentleman very much concerned in the Affairs of Mr. Haſtings, Major Scott, and 
from him I am told that the original Idea came from a Man of the Name of Ibrahim owes wa 
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ployed by Mr. Haſtings at Benares after the Revolutign, but F thought at the Time it originated 


with me, from the Manner in which Mr. Haſtings received it; and whether it was Þ or no I e 
poſitively ſay. 


Q. (by the Managers.) in Mr. Haſtings's Second Defence there is this 8 2 * The Fact 
undoubtedly is, that not only in conſenting to the Seizure of the Treaſures on Ir Nabob's firſt 
Requiſition to me, on the 2d of December 178 1, but in ſttenuoufly encouraging and ſupporting 
the Meaſure, ſo far as to deſire Sir Elijah Impey, on his leaving Chunar, in November 1781, to 
mention the Subject, as from me, to Mr. Middleton, for the expreſs Purpoſe of deſiring him to 
converſe upon it with the Nabob, and even to encourage the Nabob to make the Propoſition. to 
me (a).“ The Fact undoubtedly is ſo, ſays Mr. ; — ow I. wiſh to know, whether you. 

now diſbelieve the Fact fo averred by Mr. : Haſtings? 

A. I believe the Whole of it; but I cannot reconcile it to my own Mind, that there ah) 
any Propoſition to Mr. Middleton, to propoſe: it coming through the Nabob. 1 have had 
Converſation with Mr. Middleton ſince upon the Subject, and Mr. Middleton has told me the Na- 
bob was ever deſirous of ſeizing the Begums Treaſures, and, before the Rebellion, he wanted to 
do it. Mr. Middleton is here, and will be able to give a better Account of that. There is a 
Part in one of my Letters which ſeems to contradict that, becauſe I there wrote to Mr. Middleton, 
that what the Nabob had propoſed Mr. Haſtings highly approved, and would have himſelf adviſed. 
I cannot reconcile that with my —_ procured the Propoſition, through Mr. Middleton, from 
the Nabob, becauſe my Letter ſays, If the Nabob had not propoſed it, Mr. Haſtings would. 


Do you recollect Mr. Middleton to have ſaid in his Letter, « Your Pleaſure reſpeRting 
the ms I have learned nt Sir Elijah Impey? ? 
A. Cerrainly. 


Q. Can you doubt you took that Pleaſure from Mr. Haſtings to Mr, Middleton? i 0 580 05 
A. No: But that it was propoſed by Mr. Middleton to the Nabob, that the Nabob Would 
make the Propoſition, I do not recollect: It might have been ſo, that Mr. Middleton might have 


done ſo; but I do not recollect or believe that any Thing of that Kind N herwory Mr, dans. 
dleton and me. | | EA} 1 eos 


Q. I underſtand you then directly to contradict this undoubred Fact as kate by Mr. 
Haſtings ? | 

A. I do not mean to contradi the Fact, or admit the Fact: I give my Evidence * on Evi- 
dence either ſupports or contradicts i it, that i is in the Judgment the Lords. | 


Q. You have ſtated, as a Juſtification for your going to Lucknow to take bake Ades, 
that you conceive a conſiderable Suſpicion would have attached upon the Circumſtance, if t 
were taken by Mr. Middleton as the confidential Agent of Mr. Haſtings: I wiſh to khow, whether 


the Circumſtance of Mr. Middleton's wes Mr up the Affidavits, and bringing all the n 
to you, did not make the Tranſaction equally liable to Suſpicion? 


A. I do not know that thoſe Facts exiſted, that Mr. Middleton did draw the Anden e. or 
bring the Witneſſes. 


T upon your own Evidence? . Xe 
A. I hope your Lordſhips will give Leave for that to be cleared up. I have not ſaid that they 
7 drawn up by Mr. Middleton: Leg ths to be cleared up: For if I ſafd fo, I undoubtedly 
u 


did it without any Authority ; beca now of no Fact to lead me to underſtand chat Mr. 20 
dleton or Mr. Johnſon drew them. 


Then the following Queſtion and ans were read by the Clerk 00. 


Q. Who introduced to you the Witneſſes that were to depoſe? 
A. I believe that moſt of the Witneſſes were introduced by: Mr. Middleton or Mr. Res be 


well as I can recollect, I had with me no Moonſhy, that is, an 8 nor any Servant ig 
could act in that Capacity. | 


The Managers for the Commons obſerved, that was not the raus they al alluded to. 
The Witneſs ſaid, 


A. Without your Lordſhips having the Trouble to refer to d TY again, t Lint to have 
it as Part of my Depoſition ; that if I have, by Miſtake, ſaid ſo, I did not mean to ſay fo, and = 
no Authority to ſay ſo ; taking upon me the Chance whether I did lay * or not. 


Q Did you take any Depoſition of Hoolas Roy at Benares? | 
A. I do not know that I did; if it appears amongſt the Affidavits I ay; ad: 1 va 
obſerved Hoolas Roy is a Name mentioned to me in the —— 1 before ſaid I had froth 


— 
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Mr. Middleton, thetefore I rerollect the Name; Hoolas Noꝶ of Fyzabad, ordered to wait upon 
the Governor at Chunar; -“ have that Memorandum, that is alb I know-of it; poſſibly I did take 
that Affidavit. 7 | 1 
Q Whether you have ever heard any Cauſe aſſigned, why' that Affidavit was ſuppreſſad, and / did 
ndt appear” amongſt the others? 7 | 4 | | 
A. F do not know that it was ſuppreſſod; the! Fact of taking it I am not ſure of: All L know of 
it is, I have a Memorandum from Mr. Middleton, that he was ordered to attend at Chunar. 


The Managers for the Commons defired, the following Paſſage: from the Solemn 
Declaration of the Rannee Golaub Kooer, might be read; the ſame was: read from, 
the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, already delivered im. 


« With Neſpect to Cheyt Sing's having, from of old, an improper Correſpandence with the 
Begums at . — nd ths Rajah of Barraitch and Gooruckpore, the Declaration of the above 
Rannee is as follows: ag. | 1 1 
Since two Years, on Account of the Enmity of Cheyt Sing to me, I had left Ramnagur and 
« refided in another Dwelling; and Cheyt Sing had always ed towards me with. ſuch Enmity and 
Oppoſition, as cannot be deſcribed How therefore ſhould. he have acquainted me with his Cor- 
reſpondences? But I have heard, from Report, that he had in many Places improper Cor- 


* reſpondenees (a).“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: n M4 


Q. This Teſtimony appears to be upon Interrogatories; by what Means did this 2 
come in this Shape, and whether it was not in Anſwer to Interrogatories put to the Rannee 
A. I hase not the leaſt Recollection of any Interrogatories being put to the Rannee : I remem- 

ber attending at Ramnagur, and being led to a little Door with a Curtain over it, behind which 
ſhe fat, and, I there took the Atteſtation; I have not the leaſt Recollection that it was by Inter- 
rogatories, I ſhould rather think not. | Nn WISE IM 

| Q (from 4 Lord.) You have ſpoken of the Manner in which yon think Mr. Haſtings received 
the Propoſition for ſeizing the Begums Treaſure; ſtate to the Court, what was the Manner in 
which Ms. Haſtings received the Propoſition, for ſeizing the Treaſure. £1 
A. I only recolle& im general, that Mr. Haſtings did not mention it as a Fhing that he had thought 

of before; I underſtood, in that Converſation, it was new, by his not making the Obſervation, that 
he had thought of this Subjeck before, or fomething of that Kind. 1 55 WE 


Q. (/rom 4 Lord.) As you have ſaid, that you could not anſwer the Queſtion afked, relative to 
what Age a Perſon ceaſed to be a Minor, without looking into your Memorandums ; I wiſh to aft, 
whether you have in your Poſſeſſion any Paper, by inſpecting which, you can give us certain In- 
formation upon the Subject? | | K | , 

A. If I ſaid Memorandums, I meant rather to look into Books of the Hiftory of the Country, 
and Accounts of their Laws; I do not know that I have any particular Books, that other Gentlemen 


are not furniſhed with; I believe it is a Fact very eaſily aſcertained, 


J Q. You have ftated, that tie Revolution of Benares appeared to you of ſo much Conſequence, that 
it was very probable it might. be, and would be enquired into very minutely ; and you have added, 
that the Facts reſpecting the Begums were ſo clear, you did nor expect any Inquiry was likely to 


take place upon that Subject: What is the Idea you entertained of the Facts refpecting the Begums 


being ſo clear? 5 | = 
A. I meant only, that I then underſtood it was notgrioufly known, that there had been a Rebellion, 


and I underſtood the Propoſition, that the Prince of a State may ſeize the Effects of any Subjects 
that ate in Rebellion, to be a very clear Propoſition; I had in my Mind alſo, no Doubt of the 
Rebeflion. N t | { | 

Q. Had you any other Cauſe of Knowledge, reſpecting the Facts you now deſeribe, except the 
common- Report of the Country ? 7 | 

A. I had no other Knowledge whatever bur that Report; I muft likewiſe ſay I collected that 
Report alſo very much from Converſation with Mr. Haſtings, with whom I converſed much more 
than with any other Perſon at Chunar; People continually coming in were telling of it, and all 
reported, in the ſame Manner, that there had been a Rebellion; I never heard ic contradicted, nor 
the leaſt Surmiſe thrown out that the Reports were not true, | een 

Q. What do you mean by the Word Rebellion, as applied to the Begums ? | 9 
A. I applied the Word Rebellion in two Senſes: one, the direct Meaning of the Word Rebel - 
lion, the other, which has not ſo direct a Meaning: I underſtood. the Begums to be in Rebellion 
againſt the Nabob, I underſtood them likewiſe. to be in a Conſpiraey to extirpate the Eagliſh; the 
latter probably may not be ſo properly called a Rebellion | 4 


... 8 
00 Vide ſupra, Page 246. 
| | 5 | Q. Whether 
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Q. Whether you did not make the following Anſwer to a Queſtion put to you upoſſ a former 
Examination: What was Mr. Haſtings's Condition at that Time?“ A. © I have before ſtated to 
« the Committee what Mr. Haſtings had himſelf ſaid of his Situation. The Company's Affairs 
were at that Time, to all Appearance, in a very ruinous Condition, To retrieve the Condition 
« of the Company was the profeſſed Object of Mr. Haſtings in going up the Country; his 
« principal Objects were Reſources from Benares and Oude: At Benares he had been defeated 
« of his Purpoſe, a horrid Maſſacre had taken Place there, a Revolution had taken Place at 
«© Benares. Mr. Haſtings was lately releaſed from a Confinement in the Garriſon at Chunar | 

« whole Country of Oude had been in Arms, and Part of it was ſtill ſo; he was likewiſe de- 
« feated in his Purpoſe of going up to Oude, having obtained Nothing for the Company; 
« he had incurred great Reſponſibility from the Events that had happened; that was the State 


« Mr. Haſtings was in, which I conceived to be that of real Diſtreſs :” I wiſh to know if that 
was not the Witneſs's Anſwer ? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to the Queſtion. vo. 


Q. Tell now, according to your Memory, what was Mr. Haſtings's Condition at Chunar ? 

A. I certainly underſtood his Condition to be that of real Diſtreſs —To the laſt Queſtion that 
was aſked me before I retired from your Lordſhips Bar, when I was here before, with reſpect to 
the Manner of enforcing Debts of Women, I then ſaid, I did not know officially, but I recol- 
lected afterwards that I had by me Proof of what it was; and that is likewiſe the Subject - matter 
of a Letter to the Secretary of State. The Manner is, if they want to enforce Debts from Wo- 
men, they encloſe their Habitations with a great Number of Hircarrahs, and they ſtarve them to a 
Compliance.—I muſt beg Leave, before I retire from your Lordſhips Bar, to make an Obſerva« 
tion with reſpect to the particular Predicament in which I ſtand, and from thence your Lordſhips 
will judge what Credit my Teſtimony deſerves ; and I hope, by ſtating it to your Lordſhips, it 
will ſave the Honourable Managers a conſiderable Degree of Trouble in taking from the Force and 
Credit of my Teſtimony. I am at preſent charged by an Honourable Member of the Houſe of 
Commons with a Conſpiracy with Mr. Haſtings to murder Nunducomar ; I am likewiſe charged 
before the Houſe of Commons with having colluſively and corruptly taken an Office; I am, which 
is much more material, charged before the Houſe of Commons upon the very Facts to which I 
have been this Day examined, Of my Credit your Lordſhips will judge from theſe Circumſtances ; 
but I have a Matter of Complaint to make to your Lordſhips, which I deſire to be received in 
the Nature of a Proteſt ; and that is, that in the Impeachment againſt Mr. Haſtings, I am ſtated 
to have ated an odious and treacherous Part with regard to the taking of theſe Affidavits. I am 
not at preſent impeached before your Lordſhips, I therefore have no Opportunity to anſwer that 
Charge; I beg therefore ic may ſtand upon the Minutes, as it does upon the Impeachment, that I 
make my Proteſt againſt having been charged where I cannot anſwer. This comes the more 
heavy upon me, becauſe it comes from a great Authority, the Managers for the Houſe of Com- 


mons, | 
The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercuri, 7* Maij 1788. 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 


made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 


quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that One of the Charges againſt the Princeſſes 
of Oude being, that they 22 excited the Commotions in Baraitch and Go- 
ruckpore, they ſhould next pr to ſhew, that thoſe Commotions exiſted long 
before it was pretended the Begums had ſhewn any Marks of Diſaffection, and that 
they were intirely owing to other Cauſes, and principally to the Conduct of thoſe who 
accuſed the Begums. | php Loh ee 
Read, the following Extract from the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, begin- 
ning at Page 8 of the ſame. „ 


„% By a Deſpotiſm ſo malignant, and a Conduct ſo offenſive, and even dangerous to our Exiſt- 


ence, as have been manifeſted by the Begums, without the ſmalleſt Injury ar, Provocation on 


our Parts, they have forfeited all Claim to that Protection which we afforded them, in ex- 
acting from the Nabob, at the Time that Mr. Briſtow aſſiſted him in obtaining 30 Lacks of 
Rupees from them, a Promiſe to our Government, that thoſe Ladies ſhould enjoy full Poſſeſ- 
ſion of their Jaghires unmoleſted.— We have a Right to withdraw this Protection when they are 
no longer worthy of it, and to provide againſt their Machinations, by a Conceſſion of that Pledge 
which afforded them the Means of injuring and oppreſling us. Edt 07.7 * 
The Begums will ſuffer no actual Loſs by the Reſumptions of the Jaghires, except of an In- 
fluence which they have invariably employed to the moſt pernicious Purpoſes againſt One State 
which had conferred, and another which had ſecured and protected them (a).“ 7 | 


Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in, .and produced Book 118, intituled, | 


Secret Governor General and Council, 13th January to 3 iſt March 1777. 


Read, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Briſtow to the Governor General and Council, 
dated Lucknow, the 22d January 1777, from a C tation of 17th February 1777, 
beginning at Page 290 of the ſame Book, 


« Fort William, the 17th February 1777. 
. « At a Council ; Preſent, N 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, ' '' + © 7 5 
Richard Barwell, e 1 8 1 9 inn! 
Philip Francis, . 5 "SY. 


Another great Abuſe which prevails is, the Contempt with which the Vizier's Authority is 
treated. His Orders are ill executed. His Perwannahs diſregarded, even in the neighbouring 
Diſtricts to the Capital, unleſs accompanied by ſimilar ones from the Perſon immediately in 
Charge of the Province. In ſome diſtant Parts of the Country neither his Excellency nor his Au- 
mils are much regarded. The Gurrockpore Diſtrict particularly, can hardly be ſaid to be under. 
the Vizier's Government, as it is held by Zemindars who pay little Obedience to the Apmils, and 
diſcharge their Revenues with great Irregularity. e is ee I, .. 


* Lucknow, - (Signed at the End) John Briſtow (3). 
the aad January 1777. 8 | I 
(a) Vide ſupra, Page 141. N (5) Vide Appendix, Ne LV. | 


Monday. 


Secret Dept. 


Thurſdays- 
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Read, alſo, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General and 
Council, dated Lucknow, 11th February 1777, from a Conſultation of 26th February 
1777, beginning at Page 354 of the ſame Book. 
| BS Fort William, 26th February 1777. 

« At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident 
12 — John Claverin Fea x 
NIichard Barw | - \ 
« Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General and Council, dated Lucknow 
| the 11th February 1777. 


« The Country of Gorruckpore, particularly that Part which lies contiguous to the Moun- 
tains, although not in actual Rebellion, is ſo far unſettled, as ſcarcely to be deemed a Part of the 
Vizier's Dominions. The Revenue of that Diſtrict is rated at 560,000 Rupees; but, from the 
Manner in which the Payments have hitherto been made, I do nec a that more than Half 
that Amount will be realized: And the Reaſon which the Aumul for this Failure is, the 
Number of Zemindars on the Confines of the Province, who, being in Poſſeſſion of Mud Forts, 
withhold their Revenue, under various Pretexts, until extorted from them by Force. Under the 
Circumſtances, the Charge of the Army neceſſary to be kept up, in that one Diſtrict, is almo 


equal to the Amount of the 
| (Signed) ' Nath. Middleton, _# 


* Lucknow, | | 
the 11th February 1977. Reſident at the Vizier's Court (a) 


Read, from Book 54, already delivered in, a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Mr. 
Middleton, dated November 29th 1780, from a Conſultation of 16th January 1783, . 
beginning at Page 155 of the ſame Book. | | 


- 


Fort William, 16th January 1787. 
« At a Council; Preſent, | 2 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
6 And Edward Wheler, Eſquire. | CE 
Lieutenant General Sir - Coote, K. B. abſent on Command at the Preſidency 
Fort St. George. 


To Nathaniel Middleton Efquire, Collector of the Vizier's Aſſignments to the Honourable 
| | Company. 
| « Sir, MR: . . 

I beg Leave to ſubmit to your Peruſal the incloſed Copies of Two Letters I had the Ho- 
nour to addreſs to the late Reſident, on the Subject of the Recal of the Battalion of Sepoys of 
the Second Brigade, which was ordered to aſſiſt in the Reduction of Zalim Sing, and the other 
rebellious Rajahs inhabiting the Country between Goonda and Goruckpore, and to inform you, 
that in conſequence of its Removal at ſo critical a Juncture, the Aumil has totally loſt his Au- 
thority in no lefs than Thirteen Purgunnahs, and their Collections have been almoſt entirely 
ſtopped for upwards of Two Months; nor can his Authority be eftabliſhed without the Aſſiſtance 
of a Battalion. As this Event involves the Fate of the Company's Tunka upon theſe Diſtricts, I beg 
Leave to ſubmit to you the Expediency of procuring him the neceſſary Aftftance as foon as poſſible. 
I have the Honour, &c. | 


(Signed) Alex. Hannnay, 5 

November 29th, Commanding the Troops ſtationed for 

1780. | | the Service of the Collections of Goo- 
ruckpore and Baraitch (5).” 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book and ſame Conſultation, be- 
ginning at Page 149. 


« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | | 
« Conformably to your Inſtructions I have the Honour to encloſe for your Information, Copies of 
the Letters from his Excellency the Vizier, and my Letters accompanying them, both in Applica- 
tion to the Commanding Officers at Cawnpore and Futtyghur, for the Aſſiſtance of Two Battalions, 
to act in the Service of the Collection of the Vizier's Aſſignments to the Honourable Company. For 
the Cauſes particularized in thoſe Letters I ſhall be careful to return theſe Battalions upon the earlieſt 
Information of their having accompliſhed the Service required, the preciſe Period of which it is 


impoſſible now to foreſee or preſcri 
« Lucknow, e 
3d Dec. 1780. Nathaniel Middleton, Collector of 
- the Vizier's Aſſignments to the 
Hongurable Company (c).“ 
_—_ = 


$ (c) Ibid. 


(la) Vide Appendix, No LVI. 
(6) Vide Appendix, Ne LVII. 
| : Read, 
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Read, alſo, from the ſame Book and fame Conſultation, Extract of a Letter from 


the Nabob Vizier to Major Crawford, beginning at Page 152 of the ſaid Book. | | f 

« Zalim Sing, & c. Zemindars Krajy are raiſing Commotions in the Mahals of Amoode, 
Beraiche Gorecpoor, by which great Injury is done to the Sukar. It is therefore neceſſary, that on 
the Receipt of this Letter, you march with your Battalion and croſs- the River Ganges, where you 
will, agreeable to the Directions of Colonel Hannay, exert yourſelf for the Puniſhment of the Re- 
volters, and the Settlement of all Matters, that the Money due to the Sirkar may be recovered. As 
the Commotions of Zalim Sing,&c. have already been of long Continuance, it is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that, immediately on the Receipt of this Letter, you croſs the Ganges with the Batcalion t 
I wall ſend another Army for the Affairs of Khirabad, but you are not to wait till their Arrival. 
e e oo (Signed) True Copies. n 
| EN. Middleton (a).“ 


To prove the high Opinion Mr. Haſtings had of Major Naylor, 


Read, from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A, already delivered in, an Extract of a 
Letter from Major Palmer to Major Naylor, dated 4th November 178 1, beginning at 
Page 40 of the ſame Book. | ona i, 


Extract, dated Benares, the 4th November 1781, from Major Palmer. 


I have the Pleaſure to acquaint you, that the Governor, truly ſenſible of, and highly approv- 
ing your Conduct on the late ice, for the Aſſiſtance of Colonel Hannay, and Protection 5 the 
Country beyond the Gogra, has expreſſed his Satisfaction to Colonel Morgan, and requeſted him 
to continue you on that Service. | 2 
« Major Naylor. | (Signed) Wo Palmer.“ 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, a Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton; 
dated Camp, Sakrora, November 1781, beginning at Page 40 of the ſame Book. 


- < Dear Sir, 

« I am adviſed 'by Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, that the large Patellas, with Platforms for 
tranſporting Ordnance over the ſeveral Nullas in theſe Diſtricts, are his private Property, and that 
he intends taking them away as ſoon as it * be attended with Inconvenience to me. And 
adviſes me there are many of the ſame kind of Patellas, the Property of the Nabob, ſent from Fyzabad 
to croſs his Detachment at Byramgaut, to replace them, out of that Number. As I would not 
cChuſe to interfere in any Thing the Property of the Nabob, requeſt your Advice thereon. Since 
writing the above, I have ſent for the Manjy at the Gayt here, to enquire how ſon be thinks the 
Serjay will be fordable ; but, to my great Aſtoniſhment, I Had the Gaut Boat was taken away 
two Days ago. Had I had an Idea that they would have been ſo ſuddenly taken away, I mo 
aſſuredly would have taken Steps to have prevented it, until athers could have been provided to 
have replaced rhem.—The Serjoy and Terce are the only Nullas I have ſeen, and they will neither 
of them be fordable for ſome Time, ſo that, if I march, I mult have the Mortification to be 
detained making Bridges: The Boats were of a ſmall Value.—I would have paid for them with 
Pleaſure, had I ſuſpected theſe being withdrawn before others had been provided. —Your Brother, ne 
Doubt, acquainted you with what Readineſs I ſprung to the Aſſiſtance and Relief of Colonel 
Hannay ; and I muſt ſay, that I have met with a different Return to what I might have expected. 
I received Colonel Hannay's Letter the 7th, that he would not put me to any Inconvenience, 
and the Boat was taken away from the Serjoy the next Morning. The Boats could not have been of 
the ſmalleſt Service to me, as I am not, nor cannot be, the leaſt apprehenſive ; and the Aumils will 
always furniſh any that may be wanted for me. ; | 


c Camp, Sakrora, « ] an, hear i, 
- 8 1781. 5 8 your moſt obedient. humble Servant. 
' « Nath, Middleton Eſquire. | ; » (Signed) PF. Nerler.“ 


. Read, alſo, from ſame Book, a Letter from Mr. Naylor to Mr. Middleton, dated 
Camp, Sakrora, November 1, e781, beginning at Page 29, 92. 
EE « To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, 
cc i, : x : #4 8 | 


* Your's of the 28th Ultimo, I was favoured with Yeſterday, as alſo the I which 1 
clearly and perfectly underſtand; and have now the Pleaſure to aſſure you, that I chin * is. 
not the ſmalleſt Danger of my not ſertling the new Aumil agreeable to his Wiſhes and the Na- 
bob's Intentions; and I requeſt you will ſignify to the Nabob Vizier my Ackno for. 
this Mark of his Favour, in detaining my Regiment for the Purpoſe of ſettling the Troubles in 
the Provinces of Gooruckpore and Baraitch, TT A Sree IT 


2 1 14 
a. „* tt * SF * a 44S LA FELEPEYL n Py 4 >. . 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LVII. 
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« How ſuch an Idea could have operated in the Minds of any People, that there is a Riſk 
of my Regiment not acting here with Safety, I cannot conceive. True it is, that if there was 
any Riſk, it was when I firſt came to the Relief of Colonel Hannay, when the whole Country had 
revolted, from one End to the other, and had collected, aſſiſted with ſeveral Pieces of ' Ordnance 
which they had with them; when Colonel Hannay's People, in Part, had laid down their Arms, and 
he had not the ſmalleſt Dependance on the reſt. If there was any Riſk, it was then; but ſo far 
to the contrary, I marched, when they were collected in the moſt formidable Body, attacked them, 
and gave them an Overthrow, taking their Guns, &c. &c. ee. | 

„ My Return from Goonda to this Place, has no Doubt encouraged Hindooput and his Ad- 
herents a good Deal; and as the whole Country are waiting impatiently for People authorized to 
adjuſt and collect, the ſooner the Aumils are arrived here the better, as the Year is now far ad- 


vanced, and the diſaffected Rajahs, &c. are uſing Violence with the Riots all over the Country. 


« T have the Honour to be, 1 
. 3 
« Camp, Sakrora, | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
November 1, 1781. | | (Signed) T. Naylor.“ 


; Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, a Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, 
dated Camp Goonda, October 19th 1781, beginning at Page 34. 


« Dear Sir, Camp Goonda, October 19th 178r. 
I did myſelf the Pleaſure to addreſs you the 11th inſtant: My Regiment is at the End of 
this Month Three Months in Arrears, and I ſhall eſteem myſelf obliged, if you will advance me 
the Month of Auguſt's Pay, either upon the Abſtracts or upon my Receipt for the Amount, 
which can be ſent as Caſh to the Paymaſter at Futty Gur : The People keep ar a Diſtance, are 
in a very diſtracted Situation, and call out for the proper People as Fouzdars to ſettle and adjuſt 
among them, | | | | 
$ I have the Honour to be, 
Dear ir, | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
(Signed) T. Naylor.” 


| Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middle- 


ton, dated Camp, Sakrora, November 22d 1781, beginning at Page 54. 


To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of the Vizier. 


-- 6C Si r, | me 
% Your Favour of the 7th inſtant I did not receive till laſt Night: It dire&ts me upon a Piece of 
Service in the Diſtrict of the Aumil of Goonda, and againſt Rajah Jallam Sing and other inde- 
pendant Zemindars in that Neighbourhood, who have ſome of my Harcarras in Confinement, and 
are gaining Strength every Day. The Aumil Lall Monſookall is not yet arrived from Lucknow, 
but his Naib informs me, that he is expected the 25th or 26th, with whom I will be prepared to 
march, | | CES | 

« T am exceedingly in Arrears, and beg the Favour you will addreſs the Aumils to advance me 
Three Months Pay, and afterwards as it may become due; for which I will | ap a Receipt. 
This Country, Barrich, is juſt now very quiet; I do not hear of any Part of it being in the 


leaſt Diſorder. | | | 
. J have the * to be, 
| ir | 
„Camp Sakrora, ". Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
November 22d 1781. | | ny T. Naylor.” 


To prove that nothing was neceſſary to re-eſtabliſh the Tranquility of the Country, 
but to reſtore it to its former Confidence: | 


Read, from the ſame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, 
dated Camp, Pool Gout, January 8, 1782, beginning at Page 82. 


« Dear Sir, 2 N | 
As J am under the Neceſſity of ſending you the Account of the laſt Supply of Caſh from 
the Aumil for the proper Batta to be fixed, it is very little Trouble co inſert the former Sums, as 
you. have left the Account at Lucknow, that you may * 5 the Whole together. 
] have conſidered ſince you left me more fully the Matter that I was ſpeaking to you of Ra- 
jah; Hindooput, and requeſt to refer it to your Conſideration. | | | 
„That is, as I ſeized him, and as his Family, ſince his Confinement, has been frequently de- 


© ceived, and for which his Brother offers to come to me, but on no Account to the Aumil, as he 
has paid his full Balance due to the Government, and offers undoubred Security for the Per- 


© formance 


* 
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Means of reftoring that Confidence to the Nation, of the Name of an European, which has a 
good deal ſuffered, and which my aſſembling his Family (who | abſolutely refuſe to go near the 
* Aumil), and Securities, &c. together, may not have the wiſhed-for Effect. 
Indeed, by this Negociation, I ſhall endeavour to call in Rajah Zallam Si 
Forgiveneſs, to join in this general Amneſty, and I have great Hopes of Succeſs. 


ona Promiſe of 


« A Mediation of this Nature, I flatter myſelf, is much to be wiſhed for; for while theſe inde- 


pendent People are allowed to act as they do, which is much to be wiſhed for by the Aumils, 
they never want an Excuſe for a Deduction in their Rents. 

* You will perceive, that I by no Means propoſe either to know or interfere with the Argument 
of the Terms entered into, or that I wiſh to become a Party in the Reccipt or Knowledge of the 
Rents. 

« As there is nothing contained in this more than enen a little Confidence among them, and 
as I have been a Party from the Commencement of theſe Trouble it will be placing me in the 
Point of View amongſt them that I would wiſh to appear in. 


« Camp, Pool Gaut, I am, 
_ January 8, 1782. | E Dear Sir, 
1 Your moſt e humble Sw, 
« To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, | (Signed) F. Naylor.” 


Read, from the ſame Book, a Letter from b Mr. Hall to Mr. Middleton, dated _ 
en. June 2oth 1782, beginning r 


« To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident, &e. 
46 Sie 
I had the Honour of addreſſing you Yeſterday ; ſince then, the Village People are much 
changed. I underſtand they are diſperſed, and taken to their Habitations. I had an Opportu- 
nity, Yeſterday and the Day before, of ſhewing ſome little Acts of Generoſity to the Priſoners z 
particularly in giving ſome of them Money to purchaſe their Freedom from Sookal, when they 
might go back to his Priſon. Whether theſe Acts of Attention to the wretched State of theſe 
People, or Fears from our further and immediate Reſentment, have opperatedꝰ on the Sardars in 
the Villages, I cannot ſay; but I have had, To-day, Graſs ſent into Camp without ſending for 
it; with Bramins from moſt of the Villages, aſſuring me, that I, ſhall. never find any further 
Trouble in this Diſtrict, From the great Pains I take to give the moſt convincing Proof, that 
Juſtice, Moderation, and Humanity, are the Rules of our Conduct, I hope theſe People will re- 
gard 1 in a more favourable Light chan to intend, far leſs. attempt, to quarrel! with our * 
or Followers. 
« I incloſed my Addreſs to you laſt Night to Major Naylor z but, leſt he ſhould be returned to 
Camp, I ſend this Ser to yourſelf. 
I have the Honour to be, wich all ReſpeR; Sir, your, &c. 
Yo we Thomas Hall, 
Camp, Sakrora, June 2oth 1782. | Commanding 23d nk 


Then the Managers for the Commons e the Houſe, they ſnould next read a 


© formance of the reſt. Whether his being delivered over to me would not in ſome Meaſure be the 


o Sic in Orig. 


Paſſage from Mr. Haſtings's Comment upon the Treaty of Chunar; that in the Let- 


ters juſt read, the Perſons, in the Way of Teceiving the beſt Information upon the 
Subject, reſpecting the real Cauſe of the Commotions in Gootuckpoor and Barraitch, 
never once mentioned the Begums, or ſuppoſed they were at all concerned in it; and 
that the Paſſage about to be produced —— ſhew, Mr, Haſtings himſelf attributes it 
to the real Cauſe to which it was owing, namely, the Hatred of the Natives againſt 
the Engliſh, which was well warranted by their Miſbehaviour. 


"Read, the following Extract from the Appendix to the Benates Narrative, Boginr- 
ning at Page 6 of the ſame. 


«+ Notwithſtanding the great Benefit which the Company would have derived from ſuch an 
Augmentation of their Military Force, as theſe Troops conſtituted, ready to act on any Emer- 
gency, prepared and diſciplined without any Charge on the Company, as the Inſtitution profeſſed, 
until rheir actual Services ſhould be required, I have obſerved ſome Evils growing out of the 


Syſtem, which, in my Opinion, more than counterbalanced thoſe Advantages, had they been 


realized in their fulleſt Effect. The remote Stations af rhuſe Troops, placing the commanding 


Officers beyond the Notice and Controul of the Board. afforded too much Opportunity and 
Temptation for unwarrantable Emeluments, and excited the Contagion of Pecvlation and Ra 

city throughout the whole Army. A moſt remarkable and incontrovertble Proof of the Preva- 
lence of this Spirit has been ſeen in the Court Martial upon Captain Erſkine, where the Court, 


8 E L compaſs, 


Secret Dept. 


r 
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compoſed of Officers of Rank and reſpectable Characters, unanimouſly andhonourdbly, moſt ho- 
nourably, acquitted him upon an acknowledged Fact, which, in Times of ſtrifter Diſcipline, 
would have been deemed a Crime deſerving the ſevereſt Puniſhment (a).” ' 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 7. 


« With reſpect to the Removal of the Company's Servants Civil and Military, from the Court 
and Service of the Vizier, I was actuated ſolely by Motives of Juſtice to him, and a Regard to 
the Honour of our national Character. In removing thoſe Gentlemen, I diminiſh my own In- 
fluence, as well as that of my Colleagues, by narrowing the Line of Patronage, and I expoſe my- 
ſelf ro Obloquy and Reſentment from thoſe who are immediately affected by the Arrangement, 
and the long Train of their Friends and powerful Patrons. But their Numbers, their Influence, 
and the enormous Amount of their Salaries, Penftens, and Emoluments, were an intolerable 
Burthen on the Revenues and Authority of the Vizier, and expoſed us to the Envy and Reſent- 
ment of the whole Country, by excluding the native Servants and Adherents of the Vizier from 
the Rewards of their Services and Attachment (5).“ \ | 


To prove the Confufions that prevailed in the Vizier's Dominions in the Year 1782 : 


Read, from Book 80 already delivered in, Extract of a Letter to the Governor General, 
ſigned John Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court, and dated Lucknow, 12th De- 
cember * from a Conſultation of 12th May 1783, beginning at Page 640 of the 
ſame | = | 
IN? « Fort William, 12th May 1783. 

: | « At a Council 22 : P 
Edward Wheler, and "IP 
John Macpherſon, | Eſquires. 


« Third Head. Firſt their Government. 
« State of the Vizicr's Dominions. 


«' Deſpotiſm is the Principle upon which every Meaſure is founded, and the People in the in- 
terior Parts of the Country are ruled at the Diſcretion of the Aumil or Phouſdar for the Time be- 
ing. They exercife within the Limits of their Juriſdiction, the Powers of Life and Death, and 
Deciſions in Civil and other Caſes in the ſame Extent as the Sovereign at the Capital. The Forms 
prefcribed by the ancient Inſtitutions of the Mogul Empire are unattended to, and the Will of the 
provincial Magiſtrate is the ſole Law of the People. The total Relaxation of the Vizict's Autho- 
rity, his Inattention, and Diſlike to Buſineſs, leave the Aumils in Poſſeſſion of this dan 
Power, unawed, uncontrouled by any Apprehenſion of Retroſpection, or the Interference of Juſtice. 
I can hardly quote an Inſtance ſince the Vizier's Acceſſion to the Muſnud of an Aumil having been 
puniſhed for Oppreſſion, though the Complaints of the People, and the State of the Country, are 
notorious Proofs of the Violences daily committed. It is even become unſafe. for Travellers to 
paſs except in large Bodies; Murders, Thefts, and other Enormities ſhocking to Humanity, are 
committed in open Day. = | | 

« Every Zemindar ſhould be conſtituted the Magiſtrate in his Zemindarry, and colle& the 
Revenues according to certain eſtabliſhed Rates, recorded in the Cutcherry, and publiſhed th | 
out the Diſtrict. The Aumil ſhould be the controuling Power between the Ryor and the 
Zemindar, ſhould inforce the Regulations, ſee Peace and good Order preſerved in the ſeveral Ze- 
mindarries, and make the Zemindars accountable for all Tumults, Thefts, and Murder, within 
their Juriſdiftion. In great Towns there ought to be a Cutwall or Haakum to diſtribute Juſtice. 

“Such has been the Syſtem of this Government, that the Oppreſſions have generally originated 
with the Aumils. They have been rarely ſelected for their Abilities or Integrity, but from Fa- 
vour, or the Means to advance a ſmall Sum upon being appointed to their Office. The Aumil 
enters upon his Truſt, ruined in Reputation and Fortune; and unleſs he accompliſhes his Engage- 
ments, which is ſeldom the Caſe, Diſgrace and Puniſhment follow. Though the Balance of Re- 
venue may be rigorouſly demanded of him, it has not been uſual to inſtitute any Enquiry for 
Oppreſſion. The Zemindars, thus left at the Mercy of the Aumils, are often driven to Rebel- 
lion. The Weak are obliged to ſubmit to his Exactions, or fly the Country; and the Aumil, 
unable to reduce the more powerful, is compelled to enter into a diſgraceful Compromiſe. Ev 
Zemindar looks to his Fort for Protection; and the Country is crowded with them. Almaſs Ally 
Can, thoſe are not leſs than Seven hundred in his Diſtricts: Hence it has become a general 
Cuſtom to ſeize the Brother, Son, or ſome near Relation, or Dependent, of the different Zemin- 
dars, as Hoſtages for Security of the Revenue. A great Aumil will ſometimes have Three or 
Four hundred of theſe Hoſtages, whom he is obliged to confine in Places of Security. 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 140. (6) Vide ſupra, Page 141. 
5 EY > 
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the Performance of pecuniary Engagements, rendered themſelves uſeful to the Vizier. A ſtrict 
Scrutiny into his Affairs was at all Times irkſome to his Excellency; and none of his Miniſters 
or Officers about his Perſon poſſeſſing the active perſevering Spirit requiſite to conduct the Detail 
of Engagements for a Number of ſmall Farms, it became convenient to receive a large Sum from 
a great Farmer, without Trouble or Deficiency. This „ was followed by the moſt perni- 
cious Conſequences : Theſe Men were above all Controul; they exacted their own Terms; and 
the Diſtrits they farmed were moſt cruelly oppreſſed,” The Revenue of Rohilcund is reduced 
above a Third; and Almaſs Ally Cawn's Adminiſtration is well known to have been extremely 
violent. | | . 
The foregoing Repreſentation of the State of this Government, will, I hope, ſatisfy you of 
the Difficulty in collecting the Revenues, A very ſtrong Military Force will be required to pre- 
ſerve the Country in Peace, | | | 
The Number for which Funds are at preſent allotted, would, in my Opinion, amply ſuffice, 
if ir exiſted ; but I ſuppoſe not Two Thirds of the Men kept upon the Books are actually enter- 
tained. The Diſcipline and proper Application of this Force will become a Matter of ſerious 


Conſideration. I do not mean to propoſe they ſhould be put under the Command of Britiſh Offi- 


cers, as a very extraordinary Expence would attend that Meaſure, and I do not think the Service 


of the Collections would be ſo well executed. The Troops now in the Vizier's Service are ill paid, 


and ill appointed, not owing to the Want of Means, as I think. When I ſhall forward you the 
Statements I have been ſo long endeavouring to complete, you will judge them adequate to every 
Service, if not diſſipated and ſquandered away. The Evil originates in the Want of Checks upon 
„N to the Army, of proper Officers and Commiſſaries, to ſee them duly appro- 
priated. | 


The ſame Inconveniencies exiſt in the Receipts of the Vizier's Revenue, and other Branches 


of his Government, in the general Department. Offices of Collections and Treaſury, and Courts 
for the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, ought doubtleſs to be eſtabliſhed. In a Duty of ſo delicate a 
Nature, as the Execution of your Commands on this Head, I muſt neceſſarily expoſe'myſelf to the 
Oppoſition of Perſons intereſted in the Continuance of the Abuſes. 70 
(At the End), 3 
« Lucknow, John Briſtow, 
12th December 1782. . Reſident at the Vizier's Court.“ (a) 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould now 1 that 
Mr. Haſtings himſelf admitted, that the Rebellion of the Zemindars continued after 
depriving the Begums of their Treaſures, and Colonel Hannay was then negociating 


for it. 


Read, from the ſame Book, Extract of a Conſultation, of 2 1ſt April 1783, begin- 
ning at Page 269. : 
| ; « Fort William, 21ſt April 1783. 
« At a Council; Preſent, | e 
« The Honourabte Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident. 

Edward Wheler, 5 : 

John Macpherſon, Eſquires.- 

John Stables, 

Sir Eyre Coote gone to Fort St. George. 


The Governor General deſires, that his Inſtructions given to Mr. Briſtow, which were read to 
the Members of the Board, and minuted in Conſultation on 24th October laſt, may be now entered 
and prefixed to the accompanying Letter : 18 

| « To Mr. John Briſtow. 
| * Sir, | . | 

«* Par, 8. From the Practice which the late Reſident and his Deputy, and the Miniſter, ſeemed 
to have preſcribed to themſelves of with-holding all official Information from me, I have been 
under the Neceſſity of forming my Opinion of the State of the Nabob's Government upon private 


2 but this, from its Variety, from its Concurrence, notwithſtanding the various Chan- 


nee; 
nels through which it has paſſed, and above all from its Notoriety, comes to me with all the 
Weight which the higheſt Authority could give it. For ſome Facts I have the Teſtimony of ſworn 
Evidence, ſuch are the Tranſactions of the Rebel Zemindars of Gooruckpoor and Bareach in the 
Inſurrections of the laſt Year, which had for their immediate Object the Deſtruction of Colonel 
Hannay and the Officers of his Command, and ultimately, the Extirpation of the Engliſh Influence 
and Power throughout the Whole of the Nabob Vizier's Dominions. The Zemindars who diſtin- 
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(e) Vide Appendix, N* LVIII 


A few Meti like Almaſs Ally Caun, and Coja Din ul Dun, have, from their Regularity in 


guilhed 
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iſhed themſelves on this Occaſion were Zalim Sing, Genoo Roy, and Perly Pall Sing. I am well 
infor ned that theſe Men have perſevered in their rebellious Conduct, without Deviation, to the 
preſent Time, though the Nabob's, and not our Government, is the Object of ir. Repreſent to the 
N..bub, and effectually, the bad Policy of ſuffering ſuch Examples to paſs with Impunity. - Obtain 
his Order for employing ſome ſure Means for apprehending theſe Zemindars ; and if it ſhall appear, 
on a fair and regular Enquiry, that their Conduct towards the Nabob (I paſs over that which 
regards ourlelves alone) has been ſuch, as it has been reported to be, he ought, and you muſt inſiſt 


® Sic in Orig. upon it, to puniſh them with Death; and to treat“ them with the ſame Rigour every Zemindar 


and every Subject who ſhall be the Leader of a Rebellion againſt his Authority. Severe as this 
Injunction may appear at firſt Sight, it will be Mercy in its Effects, if the Nabob will adopt the 
Policy, by inſuring the Tranquillity of his Country, and ſaving the Blood of his People; for the 
Re ſolution once publiſhed, and entorced in. a ſingle Inſtance, will make it unneceſſary to proſecute 


it to a ſecond Example. 7 | 
« gth. I have been informed by the late Colonel Hannay, that ſome Time before his Recal 


was determined, he had agreed to a Settlement of 23 Lacks of Rupees complete, and without 
Deduttions, for the Revenue of Goroockpore and Bareach for the preſent Year, and that on his 
Recal a new Arrangement had taken Place, in which a Seleftion had been made of the moſt va- 
luable T alouks or . of this Diſtrict, and that they had been diſtributed àmong the Do- 
meſtics an other Favourites of the Miniſter; and that the Reſt had been farmed to One Aumil, 
Abdool Beig, as 1 recollect, and the Whole reduced to a Jumma of 18 Lacks, from which a 
Proviſion of future Remiſſions was made for Scebundjie Anticipations and Pimauly, or Ravages 
committed during the late Inſurrections. Theſe are Facts of ſuch a Kind, as will confirm them- 
ſelves by their own Evidence; and if you find them to be ſuch, it muſt be your Care to correct 
the Abuſe, if you can, for the preſent, or at leaſt to apply the beſt Remedy in your Power to it, 
and reitore their future Jumma to its real Value. I ſhall not enter further or more minutely into 
the Subject of che general Collections; but I am particularly ſolicitous to aſcertain the real Va- 
lue of this Diſtrict, for a Reaſon which I will proceed to explain. | | 
« Fort Willam, | (At the End) 
23d October 1782. Warren Haſtings'(a).” 


To ſhew the Vizier's Opinion of Colonel Hannay, and his Management of the 
Diſtricts committed to his Care, the Witneſs produced Book 46, intituled, Perſian 
Correſpondence, Publick Department, N* 8.” | | 


Read, a Letter from the Vizier to the Governor General, received 1 5 September 
1782. | | | | | 5 2 
« N* 37. My Country and Houſe belong to you; there is no Difference. 1 hope that you 
deſire, in your Heart, the Good of my Concerns. Colonel Hannay is inclined to requeſt your 
Permiſſion to be employed in the Affairs of this 8 If by any Means any Matter of this 
Country, dependant on me, ſhould be intruſted to the Colonel, I ſwear by the Holy Prophet that 
I will not remain here, but will go from hence to you. From your Kindneſs, let no Concern de- 
pendant on me be intruſted to the Colonel; and 'oblige me by a ſpeedy Anſwer, which may ſet 
my Mind at eaſe,” - | Te = 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Letter, an Abſtract of which 
was about to be read, was the Governor General's Anſwer to the Vizier. | 


The Witneſs produced Book 130, intituled, N* 15, Perſian Correſpondence, 
Publick Department. Letters written in the Year 1782.” 


Read, Extract from the ſame, as follows, 


« To the Vizier. Written the 31ſt December 1782. 
« 53. Aſſuring him, that no Intention was ever formed, of employing Colonel Hannay at 
Lucknow ; and that he was preparing to leave this Country for Europe at the Time of his Death.” 


To prove Mr. Haſtings's Opinion of the Agents he ſent, and the Purpoſes for which, 
they were employed, 


Read, from Book 131, already delivered in, Extract of a Letter from the Governor 
General to the Court of Directors, dated Benares, October 1784. 


« My only remaining Fear is, that the Members of the Council, ſeeing Affairs through a dif- 
ferent Medium from that through which I view them, may be diſpoſed, if not to counteract the 
Syſtem which I have formed, to withhold from it their Countenance and active Support. While I | 


8 


— — 


* 


(a) Vide Appendix, N- LIX. 
| R my ſelf 
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myſelf remain, it wilt be ſufficient if they permit it to operate without Intertuption; and I almoſt 
hope: chat, in the Event of a new Adminiſtration of your Affairs, which ſhall confine irſelf to the 
ſame Forbearance, and manifeſt no Symptoms of intended Interference, the Objects of my At- 
rangements will be effectually attained ; for I leave them in the Charge of Agents whoſe Intereſts; 
Ambition, and every Proſpect of Life, are inter woven with their Succeſs, and the Hand of Hea- 
ven has viſibly bleſt the Soil with every elementary Source of progreſſive Vegetation. But if a 
different Policy ſhall be adopted; if new Agents are ſent into ike ountry,” and armed with Au- 
- thority for the Purpoſe of Vengeance or Corruption, to no other will they be applied; if new 
Demands are railed on the Nabob Vizier, and Accounts avercharged on one Side, with a wide 
Latitude taken on the other, to ſwell his Debt beyond the Means of Payment; if political 
Dangers are portended, to ground on them the Pleas of burthening his Country with anneceffary 
Defences and enormous Subſidies ; or if, even abſtaining from dire& Encroachment on the Na- 
bob's Rights, your Government ſhall ſhew but a Degree of perſonal Kindneſs to the Partizans - 
of the late Uſurpation, or, by any conſtructive Indication of Partiality and Diſaffection, furniſh 
Grounds for the Expectation of an approaching Change of Syſtem, I am. ſorry to ſay, that all 
my Labours will prove abortive; for the ſlighteſt Cauſes will be fufficient to deject Minds fore 
with the Remembrance of paſt Conflicts, and to elevate thoſe, whoſe only Dependence is placed in 
the Renewal of the Confuſion which I have laboured with ſuch Zeal ta eradicate; and will of 
courte debilnate the Authority which can alone infure future Sueceſs. I almoſt fear that this De» 
nunciation of Effects, from Cauſes ſo incompetent as they will appear to thoſe who have not had 
the' Experience which I have had of the quick Senſibiſity, which influences the Habits of Men 
placed in a State of Polity ſa looſe, and ſubject to the continual Variations of capricious and 
deſpotic Authority, will be deemed overcharged, or perhaps void of Foundation; nor, if t hey 
ſhould come to paſs, will it be eaſy to trace them, with any paſitive Evidence, to their Con- 
nection. Yet, it is my Duty to appriſe you of what I apprehend, on Grounds which I deem of 
abſolute Certainty, may come to pals; and I rely on your Candour for a fair Interpretation of 


my Intention. 
(Signed-at the End) 
Warren Haſtings (3). 


To prove that the Governor General, in the preceding Letter, did not overſtate the 
Conſequences likely to enſue the Mal- adminiſtration of the Country of the Vizier, the 
Witneſs produced a Paper, indotſed, On the Ganges, 16th November 1787, Letter 
from E. Cornwallis to the Court of Directors (N* 8), received per Buſbridge, 29th 
April 1588.” n | 

Read, the following Extract, Part of Paragraph 3, from the ſame. 


. [© Par. 3. I was received at Allahabad, and attended to Lucknow, by the Nabob and his 
Miniſters, with every Mark of Fricadſhip and Reſpect. I cannot, however, expreſs how much I 
was concerned, during my ſhort Reſidence at his Capital, and my Progrefs through his Dominions, 
to be Witneſs of the diſordered State of his Finances and Government, and of the defolate Appear- 
ance of the Country: The Evils were too alarming to admit of Palliation, and I thought it my Duty 
to exhort him, in the moſt friendly Manner, to endeavour to apply effeftual Remedies to them. 
He began with urging, as Apologies, that whilſt he was not certain of the Extent of our Demands Ih 
upon him, he had no real Intereſt in being economical in his Expences ; and that, while we inter- | | 
fered in the internal Management of his Affairs, his own Authority, and that of his Miniſters, were 
deſpiſed by his own Subjects. It would have been uſelels to diſcuſs theſe Topicks with him; but, while 
I repeated my former Declarations, of our being determined to give no Grounds in future for ſimilar 
Complaints, he gave me the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his being reſolved to apply himſelf earneſtly 
to the Encouragement of Agriculture, and to endeavour to revive the Commerce of his Country.} ff - 


& Par. 3. And, in order to enable him to be punRual in his pecuniary Engagements with us, 
« and otherwiſe to give Eaſe to his Finances, he likewiſe promiſed, not only to diſband a large 

Number of his own uſeleſs Rabble of Troops, but allo to retrench a great ov? of his other ſu- 
« perfluous Articles of Expenditure. I think it proper to ſay, that my principal Dependance for 
« the Performance of thole Promifcs, reſts upon ſimilar Aſſurances from the efficient Miniſter, 

„Hyder Beg Khan, who is undoubtedly the ableſt Man employed by the Vizier, and who, there is 
« Reaſon to expect, will, from Confiderations of perſonal Intereſt and Safety, ba at great Pains to 
avoid giving juſt Cauſe of Complaint to this Government. He knows, in particular, that it is 
** to him I look for the punctual Diſcharge of our annual Subſidy of Fifty Lacks z and, though I 
am fenſible that, for ſome Time to come, there may frequently be Difficulties, I truſt that they 
« will never more fall conſiderably into Balance, as I am pertuaded of their Anxiety to avoid it.) 8 


(Signed at the End) “ Cornwallis (5).“ 


— 
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(e) Vide Appendix, N- LX. (5) Vide Appendix, N* LXI. 
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Then the Witneſs produced a Paper, indorſed, © No, 14, on the Ganges, Novem- 
ber 16th 1787. Letter from Earl Cornwallis to the Secret Committee, received per 
Buſbridge, 25th April 1788. Read in Secret Court 26th ditto.” | N 


Read, the following Extract, from Paragraph 5th of the ſame. 


« Till I ſaw ,the Vizier's Troops, I was not without Hopes, that, upon an Emergency, he 
would have been able to have furniſhed us with ſome uſeful Cavalry; but I have no Reaſon to 
believe that he has any in his Service upon which it would be prudent to place any Dependence : 
And I think it right to add, that his Country appears to be in ſo ruined a Stare, and his Finances 
in ſo much Diſorder, that, even in caſe of a War, we ought not to depend upon any material 


Support from him, TIE: 
| (Signed at the End), 


i 


&© Cornwallis.” 


To ſhew the Opinion the Country has of the Britiſh Faith, in conſequence of Mr. 
Haſtings's Government, 


The Witneſs produced a Paper indorſed, 1787. Fort William Secret and Political 
Department. Copy of a Succinct View of the State of the political Connections ſubſiſt- 
ing between Mahagie Saindeah and the Britiſh Government in India, encloſed in Captain 
Kirkpatrick's Letter to Lord Cornwallis, dated 2oth July, recorded in Conſultation 
28th Auguſt, N* 8. Per Ravenſworth, 3oth March 1788.” 


Read, the following Extract from the ſame. 


“Such is the Impreſſion which our former Character and Policy have left on the Minds of the 
Natives, that, notwithſtanding the many Proofs, which our more recent Conduct has furniſhed, of 
| our being at preſent directed by a very different Spirit, I am perſuaded that neither he nor any 
4 | other Hindoſtan Potentate gives me Credit for Sincerity in the Declarations which we have latterly 
= made on this Subject: Time no Doubt might ſubdue this obſtinate Incredulity, but who can cer- 
tainly ſay that we ſhall adhere long enough to our preſent moderate Syſtem for the Purpoſe of in- 
forcing this Belief (@) ?” ; | | 7 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Houſe having now heard; 
from the beſt Authority, what the Opinion entertained by the Country Powers was, 
of the Britiſh Faith, particularly from Madajee Scindia ; they ſhould next ſhew, 


what Mr. Haſtings offered to the Houſe of Commons, concerning that Opinion, in 
his Defence at the Bar of that Houſe. | 


Read, the following Extract of the Introduction to Mr. Haſtings's Defence, at the 
Bar of the Houſe of Commons, beginning at Page 5 of the Manuſcript, - 


« If this Honourable Houſe is deſirous of knowing, in what Eſtimation I ſtood with the 
Princes and Rulers of India, and with the Subjects of our own Dominion, the Opinions of both 
may be eaſily obtained, by Enquiry of the Witneſſes whom my Proſecutor has called to eſtabliſh 
his Charges againſt me; and I will anticipate their Evidence. It will ſtate, that my political Con- 
duct was invariably regulated by Truth, Juſtice, and good Faith; that all Perſuaſions of Men 
were impreſſed with a tuperſtitious Belief, that a fortunate Influence directed all my Actions to 
their deſtined Ends; and that my Departure was ſcarcely leſs regretted by the Inhabitants of the 
Provinces of my late Dependency, than it was by my own Countrymen. I believe this Houſe is in 

Poſſeſſion of one Teſtimony of the former, in the Letters which Mahdajee Scindia wrote to his 
Molt Gracious Majeſty, and to the Company. Theſe were written many Months after my De- 
parture, and contain much more of my Praiſe, than his own Wants or Requiſitions ; unleſs the 
former is inſerted as an Implication of his Deſire, that others may be inſtructed to govern them- 
ſelves by my Example: And who will queſtion ſuch an Authority? (5) 2 


Read, the following Extract of the Defendant's Anſwer, delivered in at the Bar 
of the Houſe of Lards, beginning at Page 81 of the printed Copy of the ſame. 


*« And he begs leave further to repreſent, that Letters from ſome of the ſaid Princes, contain- 
ing their Acknowledgments of his good Faith, Honour, and Integrity, have been tranſmitted to 
his Succeſſor in Office, and to the Court of Directors, and appear upon the publick Proceedings 
of the Eaſt India Company.” 208 | 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne LXII. (5) Vide ſupra, Page 18, Line 20. Frag 
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The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, That having ſubmitted to 
them EvidenceTeſpeCting the Proceedings in Baraitch and Goruckpore, in Refutation 
of the Charge againſt the Beguras having been concerned therein, they ſhould next 


proceed to prove, that the Begums never gave the leaſt Aſſiſtance to Cheit Sing, but, 
on the contrary, exerted themſelves in favour of the Engliſh. | 


Read, the following Extract from the Second Defence, beginning at Page 2 of the 
ſame. ' l | 


The Begums of Fyzabad, prompted by their common Hatred to our Nation, and not much 
more affected to their own Sovereign, though he was their Son and Grandſon, united their Au- 
thority and Influence to extend and aggravate our Difficulties. Circulat Letters were written to 
the Zemindars of Oude, inciting them to Rebellion; Rewards were proclaimed for the Heads of 
Engliſh Officers, Soldiers, and Sepoys. A general Revolt enſued, of which their Agents were 
the principal Leaders, in the Diſtricts of Gooruckpoor and Barrech. The Two chief Eunuchs, 
and confidential Servants of the younger Begum, openly levied Troops in the great Square of the 
City, for the avowed Service of Cheit Sing againſt the Engliſh ; and theſe were ſent under the. 
Name of Nejeebs to Cheit Sing, and actually employed in his Battles againſt us. 

*« Theſe Facts have been proved by the Depoſitions of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay, 
Major John Macdonald, 5; 208 John Gordon, and many other Witneſſes, taken before Sir Eli- 
jah Impey at Lucknow and Chunar, within Three Months of the Time in which the Event had 
paſſed ; and in one of the latter, namely, that of Sheikh Mahomed Aumeen Mheir, a Command- 
ant, and the Second Officer in Command of the Service of Cheit Sing, a Liſt of the Troops 
which compoſed Cheit Sing's Force during his Rebellion was delivered by him upon Oath, in 
which were inſerted 1000 Nejeebs or Swordmen, newly entertained from Lucknow, which exactly 
corroborates the Teſtimony of Colonel Hannay and the other Engliſh Officers, who mention the 
Recruits enliſted by the Begums Authority at Fyzabad, by the ine of Nejeebs, the Deponent 
ſuppoling them to have been ſent from Lucknow inſtead of Fyzabad, through an evident Miſtake 
of one Capital for the other. It is worth remarking, that theſe Depoſitions were all taken, to 
eſtabliſh a Series of Facts combined with the Rebellion of Cheit Sing; and what they have af- 
firmed concerning the Begums was an acceſſory Subject not required for the original, though 
probably the moſt powerful in the Feelings and Recollections of the Deponents, and therefore 
more particularly noted in the Evidence delivered by them. This is certainly an additional Ar- 
gument of their Authenticity (a).“ | | ; 


Read, the following Extract of the Appendix to the Banares Narrative, beginning 
at Page 181 of the ſame. 


* Tranſlation of the Solemn Declaration of the Ranny Golaub Kooer, made on the 12th Day 
of November 1781, before Chief Juſtice Impey. _ | 

« With reſpect to Cheit Sing's * old had an improper Correſpondence with the 
Begums at Lucknow, and the Rajah of Bheraich and Gooruckpoor, the Declaration of the above 
Ranny is as follows. A n 

« Since Two Years, on Account of the Enmity of Cheit Sing to me, I had left Ramnagur, and 
reſided in another Dwelling, and Cheit Sing had always ated towards me with ſuch Enmity and 
Oppoſition as cannot be deſcribed ; how, therefore, ſhould he have acquainted me with his Correſ- 

ndences? but I have heard from Report, that he had in many Places improper Correſpondences ; 
E it is very plain he had an Enmity towards the Governor General, becauſe whenever he 
learned any Thing to the Prejudice of the Governor, from the Letters of his Vakeels, or the Reports 
of ill deſigning Perſons, he uſed to rejoice; this is Known to all the Inhabitants of Ramnagur; 
accordingly, when the Governor General was lately coming from Calcutta towards this Quarter, 
the Rajah and his Companions uſed to ſay, The Governor has been diſplaced, and is mak ing his 
Eſcape to Hindoſtan,* Beſides, from the Rajah's going to Buxar to meet him with the greateſt Pre- 
parations, his Intention plainly appears. = 


(Signed) « Ranny Golaub Kooer ().“ 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, They ſhould next 
proceed to read the Whole of the Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh Parcels of Affidavits 
in the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, Part 3, beginning at Page 195 of the ſame. 
The Counſel for the Defendant defired, that the Liſt of the Forces of Cheit Sing, 
beginning at Page 43 of the Narrative, and the Third and Fifth Parcel of Affidavits 
= Appendix, Part 3, beginning at Page 159 and Page 184 of the ſame, might be 
a -read-- k 3 6 1 F ä — — — — — * —* 4 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 364, Par. 1. () Vide ſupra, Page 246. 


The 


a 5 
The ſame were read, as follows: | | 
Extract from the Narrative, P. 43. 


$ (© The following i is a Catalogue of Cheit Sing's whole Force, which has been ſince delivered to 
me by One of his principal Officers; and as it made a Part of a ſworn Affidavit, I admic and 


credit it as genuine. It is certainly not exaggerated. 
: « Lift of the eſtabliſhed Forces in the Service of Cheit Sing. 


Cavalry, Sepoys, Matchlock Men, &c. 


Cavalry — — 1, 700 
Select Troops, or Body Guard, Horſe and Foot — — 700 
Sepoys — — — — 185,150 6 
Matchlock Men — — 1,800 
Attached ta Bullam Daſs, Horſe 300, Foot 500 800 
With Soojaun Sing, Gorey and n 50d, _ 2 Guns, 4 Sepoyr and 3 Artillery 
Men, 340 — 840 
With Munnear Sing, Caralry and Infaptry — 700 
Total | eſtabliſhed Troops — — 7.690 
6 « Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor. . | 
Firſt, entertained at Lutteefpoor, Matchlock and Sword Men — 2,000 
| Second, N en Sword Men from Lucknow — — 1000 


Total — — 3.00 


Troops aſſembled n different Places. 
=} Horſe and 'Foot with Juggur Dew Sing — 
Matchlock Men arrived wth Bukht Sing, by Order flow the Rajah — 1,200 
i With Gomaun Sing, ſent for by the Rajah, Matchlock Men — | 


From the Fougedar of Biddevee arrived, Matchlock Men — 1,000 
Rajepoots of the Tribe of Rugbunſee from Kurraukut — 3,000 
. * Dillun Sing, Fougedar * Mukurun poor," Match- 
en fo 

2 and Infantry arrived with Reza Cooli Khan, from Mirzapoor fas 
: jepoots collected from Agoree and Purwah, by Dia Lutchoo | 500 
| of the Tribe or Caſt of Khummaur, collected by Soojaun Sing — 1,000 
Sword and Matchlock Men with Ramjeeawun — — 2, ooo 

| —— 11,00 

| 0 

Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing — 22,190 


— 


tt To which are to be added, Huſbandmen and Adventurers who took * Arms voluntarily, mak - 
ing the foregoing Number amount to near Forty thouſand *.” 


Extract from the Appendix, Part III. P. 1 59. 


«< THIRD PARCEL. 


6 N UM, 3. A. 
« Affidavit of Captain Davy. 


Captain William Davy, private Perſian Tranſlator to the Honourable Warren Haſtin Eſquire, 
Governor General of Bengal, &c. maketh Oath, and ſaith, That he underſtands the Perſian 
Language, and that the Engliſh Papers marked Num. 3. B, ©, D, E, F. G, , I, X, L, M. 
N. O, P. Q, R, 8, T. U, hereunto annexed, are relpectively true and faithful Tranſlates of 
che ſeveral Perſian Papers, marked, 1A, 2 A, 2A, 4A, 5A, 6A, 7A, 8A, 9A, 10A, 114, 

12A, 13A, 14A, 15A, 16A, 17A, 18A, 19A, likewiſe hereunto annexed, eee 
beſt of this Deponent's Skill and Belief. 

Sworn before me, this 12th "Willing Davy.” 

Day of December 1781. 
E. 1 


— 8 * 


* Vide ſupta, P, 126, 


 «/Tranflation of the Declaration of Hyder Beg Khan, atteſted before Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, 
s 5pm ol] 2 +) eee e JB... 1 0 


When 1 arrived at the Seray of Saumee, the Gov: General, Mr. Haſtings, was in the Fort of 
Chunar. I was detained at the Seray by the Swelling of the River Burnau.. The Vakeel of the 
Rajah Cheit Sing came to me, and delivered to me thus the Meſſage of the ſaid Ryjah.—< | 
[Cheit Sing] have not been in any Manner deficient in my Obedience to the Gentlemen of high 


Rank [the Engliſh]—The Governor General arrived at Banaris.— At the Inſtigation of 


Owſan, Sing, Mr. Markham brought Two Companies, and put me in Arreſt. About 
Twelve o' Clock my People, ſtretching forth their Hands, brought me out from "thence 
For the Safety of my Life I came to Ramnagur, and from thence to Lutteefpoor.— After that, 
a Force came from Chunar to Ramnagur. —Owſan Sing wanted to ſeize upon Ramnagur. My 


People ſtood upon their Defeate; an Engagement followed, and the Troops of the Governor 


General were cut off. I am now determined not to paſs by aught which may be in my Power to 


execute, Do you (i. e. this nent) write thus to the Vizeer of the Empire, That if Sup- 


port is given to me, I will collect together an Hundred thouſand Men, I will go even to Calcutta, 
and I will totally annihilate the Engliſh Government.” ., I replied to the Vakeel, © that this Con- 
duct, and theſe Declarations, would be productive of Evil to the Rajah. When the Companies 
came to confine the Rajah, he ſhould have gone that Moment to the Governor General. — People 
ſay that he heſitated whether he ſhould, or not, attend the Governor. If the Governor General 
had had any ill Intentions towards him, he would have called together the Company's Forces, 
who were ſtationed in different Parts To what Purpoſe was it to come alone to Banaris? Or he 
woud have ſeized, him upon the Road. Such. Intentions. on the Part of the Governor General, 
from js Retroſpection, are not to be conceived. If a Maſter and a Ruler exerts his Authority, 
ſtill there is no Cauſe for Fear and Apprehenſion. On theſe Subjects, with which you are unac- 
quainted, I will communicate Circumſtantes as they are. His Highneſs is, in his Life and in his 
Fortune, joined and united with, the Compiny, and the Engliſh Gentlemen. The whole of his 
Domiaions is from them (or is theirs), nor does he with that there ſhould be any Diſtinction be- 
tween his and theirs. Such Regard more eſyecially does he pay to the firm and petfect Friend- 


ſhip which always ſubſiſted between the Governor General and his Highneſs the late Nabob, that 


he never will be led to deviate, even the Pont of a Hair, from the Sentiments and Wiſhes of 
the Governor. As ſoon as his Highneſs hears theſe Things, he will march immediately with his 


Forces to meet Mr. Haſtings. Notwithſtanding the Governor General has repeatedly written to 


the Vizeer to forbid him, yet his Highneſs wil now come on his on Determination. The 
Engliſn Forces too are near at hand, they will ſpꝛedily arrive, and the Puniſhment will be ſevere. 
It is not well for the Rajah; he will be torn up by the very Roots. —To threaten alſo that which 
is out of his Power to execute, is improper; the Rank of the Rajah is nothing more than that of 
a Zemeedar ; no one will pay regard to his Attempu, and a ſmall Force will be ſufficient-to cha- 
Riſe him. Far better will it be for him to lay aſide uch Thoughts as theſe, to implore Pardon of 
the Governor General, to give up his Forts, and ſend back to him the Boats and the whole of the 
Baggage; or rather, it would be better that he himſelf ſtould go alone, and with his Hands bound, 
into the Preſence of the Governor. 8 49 , | #1, 1406635. i 

Again he brought this Meſſage from the Rajah: „I can no longer rely with Safety on the 


Engliſh. If you ſay thus, do you interpoſe, obtain Parden for my Faults, and take upon your- 
ſelf to ſettle the Subſidy,” I ſaid in Reply, * Your Critzes have been too great; you have at- 


4acked the Troops of the Company. I cannot preſume; to/tke upon myſelf to ſettle your Affairs, 


and to obtaig, Pardon for your Crimes. If you have actual reſolved n a Change of Conduct, 


return the.Boats ang the Baggage, and give up Ramnagur, Lutteefpoor, and Pateeta. Supported 


by legti;Proofs,. 1 will once entleavour-to obtain a Pardon for jou; to grant or to refuſe will reſt 
withyche:Gqverngr:General,!. The.Perſon who brought the Meſſage ſaid in Anſwer, * The In- 


tentighs of. the Rajah are to ſeize upon the Fort of Chunar, and to extend his Government as far 


as, Calcutta, and you tell him to deliver up Ramnagur, Lutteefpoor, and Pateeta !' I faid, 
Then the Rajah, it appears, a the Empire, yet his Rank is only that of a Zemeedar ! 
theſe Attempts will draw down Deſtruction upon him; he will be extirpated in a Moment.“ After 
this Converſation, he promiſed to return the Boats, but he never performed- his Promiſe. An 
Animoſity to all the Engliſh plainly and evidently appeared from the Language of the Rajah's 
Vakeel; he repeatedly ſaid, that he would go even to Calcutta, and that he would expel the Eng- 
liſh, nor would he be deficient in aught which he had the Power to execũte. When he found that 
he had nothing to hope from my lnterpoſition, he began to act hoſtilely towards me allo. He 
denied me Boats to croſs the Burna, and he directed the Tribe of Gurkbunſee to attack me in the 
Night. During the few Days that I continued there, we were obliged to keep ourſelves ready for 
Action, and be upon our Guard Day and Night. In the Neighbourhood of Jounpoor, the People 
of the Rajah wounded ſeveral of the 2 belonging to the Cavalry in his Highneſs's Ser- 
vice, who were coming to join me, and carried off ſome Horſes. And the People ſtationed at 
Azumgur, who came in to me, ſer forth, That Nadir Shah, the Son of Azum Shah, Zemeedar 
of Azumgur, which was formerly under the — of Cheit Sing, had, by Directions f n 

| 8 - y : — rac 
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the Rajah, gone to Azumgur and raiſed Diſturbances. And the Vakeel of Cheit Sing, in the 


(666) 


Courſe of his Converſation, ſaid, that the Rajah had ſent Forces towards the Carramnaſſa, and 
even to the Walls of Patna; and that Letters were gone to the King, to Nujuf Khan, and to Sin- 
diah. Zaulim Sing, formerly expelled from Amurdeh, was at Budlapoor, in the Government of 
Cheit Sing: He alſo went to Amurdeh, in the Territories of the Nabob, and raiſed Diſturbances. 
It appears that the People of Budlapoor accompanied Zaulim Sing. Such were the Reports com- 
municated to me by the People of that Place, Finding it impracticable to croſs the Burna, where 
I was, without Boats, I marched from thence, and crofling higher up, where the River was ford- 
able, I proceeded to join the Governor General. | a 


This Account of what I heard, and of what I faw, I have truly and faithfully related. There 


may be a Difference between the Idioms of the Hindoſtan and Perſian Languages, but there is 
none in the Senſe, I ſwear by the Almighty, that I haye truly wrote, without Diminution or 


Addition, all that I heard and'all that | ſaw, and nothing but the Truth. 


Hyder Beg. That which is written is true, 
' "Sealed with his Seal, 


Nun. * C. 


« Tranflation of the Depoſition of the Moonſhy Gore Perſhaud. The Deponent ſworo before 
Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, December 2d, 1781. 8 


« Without the Means of Eſcape, I was obliged to put on the Habit of a Fakeer, and with m 
Brother take ſhelter in the Hindoo Temple Arne 
Eight Days. At length a Fakeer, for the ſake of the Reward, went to Girdhauree Laul, t 
Brother of Diaram, Aumeen of Banaris, and ſaid, that for a Recompenſe he would ſeize nd 
deliver me up. The ſaid Girdhauree Laul gave Five R to the Fakeer, and ſent Five-and- 
twenty Peadahs along with him, who took me from the Temple, and confined me for Twenty-two 
Days in the Aumeen's Kutcherree. My Pen is unable to deſcribe the Ignominy and the Severi- 
ties which they inflicted upon me. After that, I was cenfined for Four Days at Ramnagur, and 
at length, on the 27th of Ramzan, in the Twenty-third Year of the Reign, I was tied Hand and 


Foot and thrown upon a Dooly, and ſent away from Ramnagur to Latreefpoor. On the Road, 


near to the Houſe of Chowdry Sewan, I ſaw a Number of Ladders made of Wood and Bam- 
boos (about Forty or Fifty) lying on the Ground. {enquired of the Peadahs who guarded me, 
what thoſe Ladders were intended for. They replies, that they had been intended for the Garden 
of Mchadew Doſs, but it was ordained that the Engliſh Gentlemen ſhould live : They made their 


Eſcape, otherwiſe Bauboo Soojaun Sing would not Jave left one of them alive. Having heard this 
| | 


Reply, I remained ſilent. | 3 
b | 4 Moonſhy Gore Perſhaud. 


„7 
« Nux. 3. D. 


« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Hurry Raw Pundit —The Deponent ſworn before Chief Jultice 
Sir Elijah Impey, December ad, 1781. 


“The Rajah Cheit Sing, having refleded on his Conduct, determined with his confidential 
People, that it was neceſſary he himſelf hould go to meet Mr. Haſtings, but that he ſhould go 
from the Place where he was, with ſuch a Force, and with ſuch Preparations, as would enable 
him to act both by Land and by Water, and impreſs the above-mentioned Gentleman with an Idea 
of his ſuperior Strength; for that Mr. Haſtings had with him but a ſmall Number of Troops, and 


if he ſhould have entertained any ill Mmtentions toward him, on obſerving the Number and Force 
of his Followers, he would be led to reflect, that nothing could he effected, and conſequently be 


deterred from making the Attempt; therefore he gave Information and particular Directions to 
all his Soldiers and Attendants, that he was going to meet Mr. Haſtings, and that they ſhould 
hold themſelves in Readineſs to proceed : That he ſhould go by Water, for which Purpoſe a 
Fleet of Boats was prepared; for the before- mentioned Gentleman (the Governor General) would 
come by Water, and conſequently his Fleet of Boats would come with him; therefore it was 
neceſſary, that he (the Rajah) ſhould have a Fleet of Boats alſo, that his People might always be 
near at hand: That a Body of Cavalry moreover ſhould proceed by Land, and Tents be pitched 


at Two Places between Ramnagur and Buxar ; for at all Events he mult meet the Governor Ge- 


neral. Accordingly, on the 16th of Shaubaun, the Rajah ſer out from Ramnagur, by Water, to 
meet Mr. Haſtings. The Jemmadars and Huzzaries, Jaafir Khan, Dillall Khan, Juttoo Khan, 
Zubburduſt Khan, Lulloo the Son of Kauna Mull, Rambukſh, Baulkiſhen, &c. all together near 
Five hundred Horſe; alſo Jemmadars of Foot, with Matchlockmen, &c. near Two thouſand, 
proceeded along the Southern Bank of the Ganges. And by Water, the Rajah was attended by 
a Fleet of Boats, in Number about a Hundred and Forty, in which were embarked Suddanund 
Buxey, Golaum Hooſſein Tay, Mirza Fyz-ullah Beg, Bauboo Doorgbijey Sing, Munnear Sing, 
Purtaub Roodur Sing, Doond Bahadre Sing, Ahlaud Miſſur, Meer Hooſſein Ally, &c. Sheakt 
Manommed Aumeen, Commandant of the Sepoy Battalions, Dabee Sing, Mahommed Moraud, 
Dhun Sing, and Hukkoomut Sing, Soubadars, with Two Companies of Sepoys, Huzzooree 
Peadahs, and Matchlocks, in all about 2000 Men. Godur Mull and Bullum Daſs, who were 


+ ſtationed 


na, where I continued undiſcovered for | 


5 
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ſtationed at Ghavzipoor, joined by Orders from the Rajah, who afterwards arrived at Buxar, and 
had an Interview with Mr. Haſtings, s SHEEN 

| { | Written by Hurry Ram Pundit. * 
3 %% Num. 3. E. a | 

« TranGation- of the Depofition of Jewan Ram Moonſhy, ia the Service of the late Lieutenant 

Stalker The Deponent ſworn before Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, December ad, 1781. 

After the Arrival of Mr. Markham at Shewallah, T went in and paid my Reſpects to my 
Maſter ; who aſked me, if I knew whether Mr. Markham would come there or not? I'reptied; 
It was reported fo, but that it depended on his Inclinations. Mr. Stacker then told me, I might 

, but afterwards ordered me to ſtay. I continued there, and faw Doorgbijey Sing ſitting with 
- Rajah in the center Apartment, and Suddanund Buxey and others whiſperit g to the Rajah, 
Shortly after, News was brought to the Three Gentlemen fitting in the Halaisg Room, that 
there were Diſputes without. Mr. Stalker went without the Jauli (or Firſt Wall) and aſked the 
Subadar Biſhun Sing, why he had ordered the Bayonets to be fixed? The Subadar replied; 
that Numbers of the Rajah's armed Servants had come in, and that they paid no regard to 
the Company's Orders. After which, Mr. Stalker | advanced further out, and aſked of the 
younger Mowllavy and me, who amongſt thoſe People was the Chief ? I anſwered Bauboo 
Munnear Sing. Mr. Stalker ſent for Munnear Sing, and frongly enjoined him to appeaſe his 
People, and cnquire, why they artempred to diſpute and aght with his Sepoys. Munnear Sing 
replied, What Power have they, that any one of them ſhould preſume ro fight? We Two, 
Father and Son, are deſirous to go to the Rajah.” Mr. Stalker anſwered, “ Very well, but ou 
muſt ſtay here between your People and mine, that they may not come to Blows.” After th 
a Letter arrived from the Governor to the Rajah, which Mr. Stalker, having quieted and foothed 
the People, preſented to him: The Rajah then got up, and went out of rhe Burradurti to the 
adjacent Baſtion, to perform his Devotions. | | 

« At this Time Information was brought to Mr. Stalker; that the Rajah's People oppoſed and 
refuſed Admittance to another Company, of Sepoys who had brought Proviſions, a Table, &c. 
for the Gentlemen. Mr. Stalker again went out, and calling to Suddanund Buxey, aſked the 
Cauſe of this Oppoſition ; and told him to ſend Directions (to the Rajah's People). Suddanund 
ſaid he would go himſelf. Mr. Stalker replied, * No, ſend One of your Servants,” While the 
Man was going out to ſilence the People, Mr. Stalker returned within the Jauly. Doorgbijey 
Sing was gone from thence no one knew whither. Cheit Ram, Mr. Markbam's Chubdar, in- 
formed Mr. Stalker, that he had a Meſſage to deliver to the Rajah from the Governor General. 
Mr. Stalker ſaid, Deliver it.” He, the Chubdar, ſaid, At the Place where the Rajah was 
at his Devotions, the Governor ſays your People want to quarrel and fight; it will be better if 
you forbid them, for every Sepoy is as an European, and every Forks wes is as a (or the) Com- 
pany; if a Drop of their Blood is ſhed, you ſhall be plundered and deſtroyed.” At this Period, 
there was a Report of Guns at the Gate of Shewallah; the Action was commenced, At this 
Time, Mr. Stalker and Cheit Ram went towards the Rajah, Munnear Sing and others cut 
down Cheit Ram, 1 Mr. Stalker back, and puſhing him on one Side, began the Slaughter, 
The Rajah eſcaped through a Window by a Rope made of Turbans, got into a Boat, and 
went off, His People, by the ſame Means, drew up Swords and Shields as a Bucket is drawn 
up from a Well, and began to engage. I ſtood near the Jauly behind my Maſter ; when my 
Maſter was killed, 1 fled toward the Place where the Rajah's Victuals was dreſſed. I continued 
there a ſhort Time, and ſaw the Rajah's People jump from the Walls and the Trees with their 
Shields and Swords, and advance. After this I aſſumed the Character of one of Cheit Sing's 
Servants, fled with his People, and came to the Preſence. The Gentlemen after this went to 
Chunar, and I ſhould have arrived the next Day, but I was plundered on the Road and con- 
fined in the Fort of Pindera. Diaram took away from my Houſe Two Tangon Horſes, and 
placed his Seal and a Guard upon the Door. Aker the Flight of the Rajah, the Zemeedar of 
the before-mentioned Fort ſet me at Liberty. Without a Maſter, every way diſconſolate, to 
whom can I communicate my Diſtreſs? I now hope for Favour and Support from the Almighty, 
and from you. | 1 


| f | Jewan Ram, 
« Num. 3. F. | 


« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Biſhen Sing.—-The Deponent ſworn before Chief Juſtice Sir 
Elyah Impey, December 2d, 1781. 


« had Two Locks of Muſkets fixed on my Ears. Bauboo Soojaun Sing ſent for me by Ram 
Kiſhen Hircarrah to come into his Preſence, —He ſaid, Deliver up the Trunks of Gold Mo- 
hurs which the Governor delivered over to your Care when he went to Chunar.” I ſet forth, 
That I did not know any thing about ſuch Trunks. He then gave Orders to the Sepoys to 
preſs the Locks hard, (ſaying) that without Severity I would not be prevailed upon to give them _ 
up; and then the Blood ran from both my Ears. | | 

* Written by Biſhen Sing, 


the 4th of the Month Ramzan, Year 23d. 


% 


„ 
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| © NUM. 3. G. N N | 
« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of the Moonſhy Patnimul.—The Deponent ſworn before Chief 
Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, 2d December 1781. N N 


« The Depoſition of Patnimul Moonſhy. On the laſt Day of the Month of Ramzan, in the 
Year of the Reign Twenty-three, the Gentlemen went to Chunar, I was unable to accomf 
them for want of a Conveyance. - Without Remedy, I remained in the Houſe of one of the 
Inhabitants for Eight Days. The Aumeen Diaram daily cauſed a Proclamation, to this Pur- 

rt, to be made through the City; * In the Houſe of whomſoever a. Perſon belonging to the 

ngliſh Gentlemen may be ſecreted, let the Owner bring him to the Aumeen's Kutcherry and 
deliver him up; otherwiſe, (upon Proof) in the Houſe of whomſoever a Perſon belonging to 
the Engliſh ſhall be found, the Owner thereof ſhall be (conſidered) as a Criminal to the 
Government of the Rajah, his Houſe and Propetty ſhall be deſtroyed, and his Belly ſhall be 
ript open.” 15 | 


a 


% Num. 3. H. | 


&« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of the Moonſhy Gore Perſhaud.—The Deponent ſworn before 
Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, ad December 1781. | 


« When the Gentlemen marched for Chunar I was not informed of. it. I knew it about Four 
Gurries after. In Terror for my Life, I ſecreted myſelf in the Houſe of Bauboo Duſſan Ram; 
I continued undiſcovered for One Day; the next Day the ſaid Bauboo Duſſan Ram ſaid to me, 
* To-day there has been a Proclamation through the City to this Purport, *© Whoever has ſecreted 
&« a Follower of the Engliſh in his Houſe, let him produce and deliver him up; otherwiſe, on 
4 Diſcovery, his Houſe ſhall be ſeized, and he himſelf ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed.” I cannot keep 
© you in my Houſe, go from my Houſe to ſome other Place,” Without Remedy, I put on the 
Habit of a Fakeer, and took ſhelter in the Temple of Arnapoorna. "BP | 

| | 3 Gore Perſhaud. 


F 


| 
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&« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Doond Sing, Commandant.—The Deponent ſworn before Chief 
1 40 Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. | 


In the Month Phagun a Jemmadar and a Havildar, in the Service of Soojaun Sing, the Bro- 
ther of Rajah Cheit Sing, came to me, and ſaid, * Soojaun Sing has ſent for you.“ I aſked, On 
what Account has he ſent for me ?*—They replied, * We do not know.*—1 ſaid, I am a Servant 
to the Engliſh, I will not go to him.“ They [then] ſaid, © He has ſent for you, to take you into 
his Service.'—l anſwered, * From my Youth to this Day I have been the Servant of the Engliſh; 
I have never gone to any Rajahs or Bauboos, nor will I go to them.” When thoſe People rerurned 
to Soojaun Sing, they faid, Doond Sing, the Commandant (i. e. this Deponent), refuſes to 
come.“ The Rajah Futteh Saw alſo wrote to the Rajah Cheit Sing, to place a Guard over my 
Houſe at Banaris, in which Caſe I ſhould (be obliged: to) join him with my Sepoys and Guns. 
This Information was given to me by the Jemmadar Chaiat Sing. I ſaid, * My Houſe, and my 
Wife, and my Children, may be deſtroyed.—Still I am the Servant of the Engliſh, and I am 
faithful and loyal, By the Bleſſing of God, in a ſhort Time we alſo ſhall go to Banaris and plun- * 
der that Rajah, and we will ſpoil the Rajah Futteh Saw alſo.* At Sukroreh I was informed that 
a Guard was placed at my Houſe, - | 


A The Commandant Doond Sing not being able to write, either in Perſian or Hindee, has made 
is Mark. | | 


% Num. 3. K. | 


« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of the Moonſhy Mahommed Moraud.—The Deponent ſworn before 
| Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, Nov. 26th, 1781. 


« On the 19th of Ramzan the Captain“ iſſued Orders to all the Subadars for marching towards 
Banaris, and directed them to get in Readineſs. The next Day we marched to Burragong. 
The Cn had mounted his Horſe to proceed, and I was in the Rear in Search of a Conveyance 
for my Baggage, when Five or Six Sepoy Grenadiers and others came and ſurrounded me, and 
demanded their Pay, in conſequence of which a great many more of the Sepoys came and 
clamoured for their Pay, and ill-uſed me; and they brought me down from the Bungala, and 
beat me ſeverely with the Butt-ends of their Pieces, and charged Bayonets even to my Breaſt,- ſo 
that my Life was in Danger. A Hircarrah carried Information of this Affair to the Captain, who, 
on receiving it, turned back and arrived immediately. All the Sepoys then turned their Clamours 
againſt the Captain, uſing inſulting Language, and they ſurrounded him and ſaid that unleſs 
they received their Pay they would not ſet him at Liberty—that if 1 ſhould pay them, well; if 


—— 


* Captain Williams. 


not, 
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not, they would carry me to Baunſy, which is near to Kunkooaz and that, when they ſhould receive 
the whole of their Pay from me, they would ſet me free.—- They moreover placed a Guard with 
fixed Bayonets over the Captain, and pointed Bayonets to his Breaſt to ſtab him; and they ruſhed 
upon us ſeveral Times, fo that we gave up ourſelves for loſt. In this Situation the Captain ordered 
them back, and gave them Three Months Pay; and then propoſed to them to march with him to 
Banaris. The Sepoys anſwered inſolently, that they would not on any Account go to Banaris. 
Without Remedy, the Captain marched from thence with the Battalion, and arrived at Gooruck- 

r. He halted there a few Days, purchaſed Grain for the Sepoys, and marched from thence 
bo ah Way of Baunſy. We halted Six Days at Baunſy on account of the heavy Rains; we after- 
wards marched from thence, and after encountering a thouſand Diſtreſſes arrived at Buſkoreh. The 
paſt Events, which are known to every one, I have thus related, 


* 


Mahommed Moraud, 
and ſealed with his Seal. 


3 Nun. 3. IL. 
« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Doond Sing, Commandant. The Deponent ſworn before Chief 


hw 


Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. 


„It appears from the Letter of Ram Sing Jemmadar, ſtationed at Mutcholi, that the Rajah 
Ajeet Mull, the Rajah Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, had engaged themſelves to each other 
by Oath to croſs the Rivers Gogra and Surjoo, for as much as they had received a Letter from 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and the Sum of Fifteen thouſand Rupees, to cut off the Engliſh in the 
Diſtrict of Surwur, and drive them out; and Letters have arrived from Futteh Saw, to all the 
Zemeedars, on and ſmall, to withhold the Collections, and not to pay a ſingle Daum to the 
Engliſhz and the ſaid Futteth Saw ſent near Two hundred Men, with Matchlocks, into the 
Jungle of Burragong, and near to Kunkooa, After Three Days, the Three Rajahs croſſed the 
River, and encamped in the Jungle; and it was reported from all Quarters, that the Zemeedars 
had ſhut up all the Ghauts on the Rivers, and unk all the Boats; and I wrote an Account of. 
theſe Things to Major Macdonald and Captain Williams, and told them that there were great 
Diſturbances in the Country, and that there were Reports alſo that the Rajahs would croſs the 
River. And [I wrote theſe Things to Major Macdonald, that he might inform the Colonel that 
the Road to Banaris was ſhut up, for fear the Captain ſhould march from that Quarter towards 
Banaris; it was alſo reported among the People, that Three Gentlemen had been killed at Ba- 
naris. After ſome Days the Captain arrived at Kunkooa, and after a Halt of Three Days, 
gave Orders for marching, and directed all the Sepoys to get ready, and about Nine o'Clock in 
the Morning on the Sixth of September, he marched, and came to the Bank of the River Khau- 
khi; it then rained exceſſively, When we arrived at the Khaukhi, the Captain ordered the Troops 
to be croſſed over the River; agreeable to Orders, I croſſed them over. When, after a thou- 
ſand Diſtreſſes, we had croſſed the River, the Captain ſaid that there were many Rivers in the 
Road, and no Boats on any of them; that the Ghauts were ſhut up, and no Grain to be procured 
on the March for the People; how then would it be poſſible to paſs the Guns and Troops through 
ſuch a Country ? It would be better, he ſaid, to go to Banaris by Way of Buxar; therefore we 
again croſſed the River Khaukhi, and encamped after marching Half a Coſs from it. He (then) 
gave Orders for marching toward Khunkooa, Moving from the Khaukhi the Captain with the 
Troops arrived at Khunkooa; he then told all the Subadars and Jemmadars, that the Rajah 
Futteh Saw, with his Force, was poſted on the Road, and that it was neceſſary to attack and 
drive him from thence; that he would halt a few Days at Nuddy Kaunoon, and then march to- 
ward Banaris. It was now known that the Sepoys of the Battalion had ſaid, * Let them give us 
our Pay, and wherever they go, we will go with them;* to which the Subadars replied, * they 
might take it wherever they Pond it.” The ſaid Subadars neither confined thoſe Sepoys, nor 

informed me of the Circumſtance, I received the Information from Chaint Sing Jemmadar. The 
Subadar of Grenadiers ſtationed a Sepoy behind his Hackery, and told him, he might either pro- 
tect and convey it to his (the Subadar's) Houſe, or he might leave it to be plundered by the 
Country People. The Sepoy told him to ſet his Mind at Reſt, for that he would convey it ſafe 
to his Dwelling. At Night, after Twelve o'Clock, I made my Report to the Captain, who 
ordered me to go with Bukhtawur Sing, Subadar to the Scpoys, to ſatisfy and explain to them, 
that he would give them their Pay when they arrived at Burragong, In the Morning we march- 
ed a ſmall Diſtance toward Burragong. Firſt, a Sepoy pulled off his Coat, and drew his Bayonet 
on the Captain; the Subadars and Jemmadars did not interpoſe to check him; the Captain ſaid, 

* I will pay this Sepoy and diſmiſs him do you march on.“ I obeyed his Orders, and marched ; 

but the Sepoys quitted their Colours and their Guns, and aſſembled at Khunkooa. The Su- 
badars and Jemmadars ſaid nothing (to prevent them). Seeing the Situation of Things, I directed 

the Jemmadar Kihaul Sing to take with him Twelve Sepoys, and go to the Captain, that he 

might know how Things were. After which, Orders from the Captain came, to return back and 
Join him; 1 went back, and ſaw that the Sepoys had mutinied violently ; that they had drawn 
their Bayonets, and were threatening the Captain; moreover, Three of the Sepoys loaded their 
Pieces to fire at him, and they demanded Four Months Pay; and moſt of the Sepoys ſaid, * Let 
him pay us all our Arrears, and he may go where he pleaſes;* when the Sepoys had Rn 
R . their 
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their Pay, they ſaid, one and all, We will not go to Burragong ; we will go to the Begum 
at Fyzabad; if ſhe will retain us, we will ſtay; if not, we will carry the Gun (or Guns) to 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, and Saadut Ally Khan.“ The Sepoys, after this, directed the Suba- 
dars to tell the Captain to march; the Captain replied, That the Two Companies and the Gun 
ſtationed at Nuchlole were coming; he would march as ſoon as they had joined; the Sepoys faid, 
© Let the Captain march, we ſhall meet the Companies on the Road ;* however, the Captain 
halted till the Two Companies arrived; he then ſent Hurdeaul Sing, Commandant, to the Sepoys, 
to tell them that the People (i. e. the Two Companies) were fatigued ; that they ſhould halt One 
Day, that thoſe People might receive their Pay allo; and then he would march. The Sepoys 
refuſed to liſten to Hurdeaul Sing. The Captain then ſent for the Two Subadars, and told them 
to go and perſuade the Sepoys to make one Halt, that he inight give the Two Companies their 
Pay. The Sepoys were prevailed upon to halt by the Subadars, and the Captain paid the 
People. | | 

«The next Morning the Captain ſent a Man to the Chucklahdar, and directed him to march alſo. 
He ſent Word, that he was collecting Cattle for the Baggage, and that he would march as ſoon 
as he had got them; it was afterwards heard, that the Chucklahdar had given Twelve thouſand 
Rupees to Futteh Saw—the ſaid Rajah demanded Twenty thouſand from the Chucklahdar, pro- 
miling to protect him And it was currently reported through the Country, that Saadut Ally 
Khan was the Nabob, and that the Engliſh Government was overthrown. After this we marched 
from Kunkooa; the Captain purchaſed Grain for the Sepoys; the Waters were out from the 
heavy Rain; and whoever loitered behind was plundered by the Villagers. When we arrived at 
Baunſy, we were obliged to halt Six Days on account of the Rains; after that we marched and 
arrived at Buſkroreh, but there were many Rivers and Nullahs in the Road. | 


« Doond Sing, Commandant, not knowing to write either Perſian or Hindoo, has made his Mark. 
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« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, ſtationed in the Fort of Gooruckpoor. 
— The Deponent ſworn before Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, 26th November 1781. 


&* had confined under my Guard, in the Fort of Gooruckpoor, One hundred and Fifteen Bur- 
gomauls, Inhabitants of Surwaur. On the igth of Ramzan, the Rajah of Gooruckpoor, the 
Zemeedars of Oulooleh, Bechouly, &c. &c. great and ſmall, likewiſe all the Inhabitants of 
Gooruckpoor, with Six thouſand Matchlocks, and great Numbers of Country People, armed with 
Clubs, at Four Gurries of the Night. ſurrounded the Fort, and made an Attack by Surpriſe 
but the Sepoys on Guard at the Baſtions were awake; they began to fire, and an Action imme- 
. diately followed. Seeing that the Country People were in great Numbers, I went to each of the 
Baſtions, and encouraged the Sepoys, and called them to me into the Body of the Place, and 
formed them together, I left a Havildar and Ten Sepoys at the Rung Mahul, to protect the 
Baggage; but it was Night Time; the Country People made an Aſſault with Ladders, and 
entered the Fort, and both Parties fought reſolutely. Art this Time they placed Ladders againſt 
the Inner Fort, toward the South, and entered upon the Baſtion : I ſeized an advantageous Op- 
portunity (attacked) and killed Seventeen of the Enemy on the Baſtion, and wounded ſeveral 
others. About Half after Ten at Night they made an Attack upon the Weltern Baſtion : As there 
was a Straw Chupper on that Baſtion, I took ſhelter under it, and threw down, with all my Force, 
a Part of the Brick Battlement on the Enemy, by which Four of them were killed; One other fell 
by a Muſquer Ball; and they retreated. A Third Time, about Three o'Clock in the Morning, 
the Country People raiſed a great Shout, and attacked us again: I was then engaged on the Inner 
Fort Baſtion : Seubunſe Havildar was poſted, with Twelve Sepoys, to guard the Burgomauls ; 
they ruſhed upon him in a Body, and Scubunſe called out te me, with a loud Voice, that the Bur- 
gomauls had attacked him : I gave him Orders to put them all to the Sword; he inſtantly ſtruck 
off the Heads of Eighteen Burgomauls, and threw them out, and he wounded ſeveral others. The 
Morning now broke, and I entertained a Hope that the Enemy would fly, and that the People of 
the Town would certainly join me; but the Country People, the Fougedar, &c. were all united 
with the Rajah; they lifted up their Arms, and ſaid, The Doway* of the Nabob Saadut Ally 
Khan, and the Begum, has ſpread through the Country; for the Rajah Cheit Sing has 
deſtroyed all the Engliſh, and Letters have come to the Rajahs to put the Dependants of the 
Engliſh to the Sword, wherever they may be found: And he ſaid, Where will they go ? the 
Country is mine; I am a Bhonear Rajah, how long will they (be able to) oppoſe me?” In 
ſuch Diſcourſe Two Gurries of the Morning had paſſed away. From the Eaſtern to the Weſtern 
Gate, within the Mahul, they ſurrounded the Inner Fort on all Sides, and the Action was renewed 
We continued engaged for Five Pahr (Fifteen Hours) with the Enemy, without taſting either 
Food or Water. At this Time, Furhaud Beg came from the Rajah Bhonea, to make Propoſals, 
of which he informed me by One of my People. The Havildar Superſaud ſaid, © Perhaps 
the Rajah has ſent him to ſupport us; no Matter, let him be called;” fo | ſent for him, and 
he came up to the Gate of the Inner Fort, and when he ſaw me, he ſaid to me, © You have no 
Maſters; the Engliſh are all killed, and the Colonel and Mr. Gordon are. confined by the 


* The Acclamation of Appeal to the Sovereign Power, 


Begum.“ 
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Begum.” 1 gave him inſulting Language in Reply to this, and told him to tell this Story to 
the Sepoys who were with me; and he did repeat it, with a loud Voice, to the Sepoys; and ſaid 
to them, You have no Maſters; give up the Burgomauls, that they may enter into the Rajah's 
Service, or go where they think proper.“ In Reply we ſaid, The good Fortune of our 
Maſters is on our Side, and while we have Life we will fight; and we will not give up the 
Burgomauls.” At this Juncture Selamut Khan Jemmadar of Grenadiers, with Nine Sepoys, 
unexpectedly arrived in the Town from Nerownah : My People from the Inner Fort ſaw that a 
Company had arrived near to the Cutwall's Chubbootre; they, gave a loud Shout, and faid, 
A Company of Grenadiers is arrived from Kunkooa;“ and their Spirits were raiſed; and we 
opened the Gate of the Fort, and Selamut Khan joined us. The Bravery and Reſolution of Selamut 
Khan are not to be deſcribed. When the Enemy beheld the Arrival of Selamut Khan Jemmadar, 


they turned their Faces to Flight: I purſued them with my People through the Weſtern Gate, and 


many of the Enemy were killed and wounded, and Numbers were killed and Numbers were 
drowned in the River; and, by the Bleſſing of God, we obtained the Victory. I returned into 
the Fort, and immediately ſecured Ferhaud Beg and Fyz-oolla Beg, who had come to make Pro- 
poſals about the Burgomauls; I wrote an Account of the whole of this Affair to the Colonel, 
and to the Captain“. After a few Days, an Order came from the Colonel to Munnowur Khan, 
directing, that if the Rajah Muſtapha Khan had been put to Death, well; if not, ſtrike off his 
Head. Munnowur Khan ſhewed me the Order. I ſaid, “ The Order is not written to me; [I 
will write to the Colonel on the Subject.“ And it was underſtood from the Country People, that 
the Captain was marching towards Banaris, (but) that the Grenadier Sepoys had mutinied, and 
demanded their Pay; that the Captain gave them Three Months Pay, and propoſed to them to 
march with him to Banaris: The Sepoys all anſwered, that they would go to Bungulla, and deliver 
up their Arms at the Gate of the Begum; in conſequence of which, the Captain was obliged to give 
up his intentions of going to Banaris, and return to Gooruckpoor; and he gave Orders, that the 
Head of Muſtapha Khan ſhould be ſtruck off; and he was beheaded accordingly; and a Pro— 
clamation was made through the Town, that thoſe who were guilty of ſuch Crimes would meet 
with the ſame Puniſhment. The Captain halted for ſome Days, and brought up Grain for the 
Sepoys, At this Time, the Brother of Soobaun Sing, Pulwaun Sing, with a thouſand Match- 
locks, and others, Country People, was at Gooruckpoor; and they raiſed an Outcry, and ſaid 
that the Engliſh ſhould not remain in the Town, and they prepared for Action; ſo the Captain 
croſſed the Raubty. A Bullock Man belonging to the Artillery, who returned into the Town to 
buy Fodder, they put to Death, Marching from thence, in Four Days the Captain arrived at 
Baunſy. The Ranny of Baunſy came to ſee him, but her Son prepared for Hoitilities; he ſaid, 
« They have ſtruck off the Head of our Rajah at Gooruckpoor, and I will be revenged.” We 
marched from thence; and the Rajah of Bulrampoor, with his People, had thrown up an In- 
trenchment acroſs the Road; and he ſaid, ** It is the Begum's Orders, that you ſhall not march by 
this Road.“ With the greateſt Hazard and Caution we marched from thence, and arrived ar 
Koonda, and the Country People retired into the Fort. 
This is a true Account which I have ſet forth. _ 
2 | Ahlaud Sing. 
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& Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Denoo Sing, Subadar.— The Deponent ſworn before Chief 
Juſtice Sit Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1784. 


* On the 16th of Ramzan, an Order came to me from the Commander of the Battalion, that a 
Jemmadar and Sepoys belonging to the Company of Dur Sing were coming to me; that I ſhould 
deliver over to him the Fort and the Gun,' and the Burgorgauls, and that I myſelf ſhould march 
and join Mr. Gordon at Taundeh, On the 13th the ſaid Jemmadar and Sepoys joined me at 
Dummooreah Gunge; and, being relieved on the ſame Day, on the 14th of the ſaid Month I 
marched towards Taundeh. The Zemeedars and Villagers ſurrounded us all the Way from Dum- 
mooreah. Gunge to Ruddouly, and they ſaid, ** The Government of the Colonel is at an End;“ but 
they had not the Reſolution to attack us. They alſo ſaid, * The Rajah Cheit Sing has cut off the 
Engliſh Forces at Banaris; deliver up your Baggage, it is the Order of the Begum.” In this 
Situation I replied, * The Baggage belongs to us, and we have Ammunition to defend it; if any 
one chooſes to attack it, let him come.” We lay the whole Night on our Arms at Ruddouly. 
We marched the next Morning, and arrived at Buſty ; but got no Intelligence of Mr, Gordon to 
enable us to join him. Ghuffoor Beg, Subadar of the Nabob's Artillery, told me that Bauboo 
Dhun Sing, with a thouſand Matchlocks, had taken poſt in the Jungle of Buſty, and that he had 
moreover ſunk all the Boats on the River. I halted Six Hours at Buſty, ſearching after Boats; at 
laſt I procured a very ſmall one, and when I was about to croſs, the Subadar Bey Sing arrived, after 


a March of Twenty Coſs, in which March a Sepoy and Three Horſes were killed, and Four 


Sepoys wounded. Bejy Sing deſired I would ſtop for Two or 't hree Gurry, till his People had ate 
their Victuals, for they had marched Twenty Coſs. At the Time that Bejy Sing's Sepoys had 
'vatied their Cummurbunds {laid aſide their Arms], the Country People, with Bauboo Dhun Sing 


ä 
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Captain Gordon. 
came 
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came and ſurrounded us in the Village of Buſty ; in conſequence of which, I reſolved to ſeize upori 
the Fort of Buſty, and take Poſt there. The Subadar of the Artiliery before mentioned, and 
others of the People, ſaid, * Accounts have arrived from the Begum that all the Engliſh are cut 


off: Why will you ſeize upon the Fort and take Poſſeſſion of it?“ I defired the ſaid Subadar to 


Join and ſupport me; he replied, ** Whoever is appointed Aumil of the Pergunnah I will join him, 
1 will not go with you.” At this Time a Man arrived, and brought News, that Mr. Gordon 
was at Sunjur Ghaut, in the Pergunnah of Ruddovly ; fo l marched to Meer Gunge, intending to 
o from thence to the ſaid Ghaut, and I ſent a Sepoy, naked, to obtain Intelligence of Mr. Gor- 
don. The ſaid Sepoy returned, and brought Word that Mr, Gordon and the Subadars and Jem- 
madars were impriſoned at Taundeh by Orders from the Begum cha many of the Sepoys had 
deſerted, and ſeveral had been killed: When I heard this News, and that the Ghauts on the River 
were ſhut, and that the Rajahs, with Six thouſand Matchlocks, had ſurrounded Ahlaud Sing in the 
Fort of Gooruckpoor, with an Intention to ſet the Burgomauls at Liberty; I determined to march 
to Gooruckpoor: On the Road, News arrived that through the good Fortune of our Maſters all 
the Country People had been put to Flight, and that Ahlaud Sing had obtained the Victory; in 
conſequence of which I went to Mukhur, and there I ſaw that all che Purgunnah Aumils of that 
Country had taken ſhelter in the Monument of Kubbeer Daus; from them 1 learned, that it was 
the Begum's Orders to cut off all choſe who were connected with the Engliſh in Surwar, where- 
ever they might be found. I alſo heard that the Rajah Cheit Sing had deſtroyed all the Engliſh 
Troops, and that Three of the Engliſh had been killed; it was allo reported, that the Authority 
of the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan and the Begum was eſtabliſned throughout all the Country. I 
marched from Mukhur, and arrived at the Fort of Gooruckpoor. After this a Letter came from 
Bauboo Ajeet Sing to Ahlaud Sing, to this Purport; Deliver over the Burgomauls to me, and 
I will cauſe you to be conducted wherever you think proper to go; or (if yuu think proper) enter 
into my Service, for you have no Maſter ; why will you give yourſelves up to, Deſtruction?“ We 
and Ahlaud Sing ſent a verbal Anſwer, That the Fortune of our Maſters was on our Side; if he 
thought proper he might come; That while we had Life we would not give up the Burgomauls, 
but that we would put them all to the Sword. We wrote an Acccount of theſe Things to the Co- 
lonel, and received the following Anſwer, that we ſhould maintain our Poſt in the Fort, and that 
we ſhould march toward him with the Captain (whey he arrived), It was now known that the 
Captain intended to march to Banaris by the Road of Nuddi Kaunoon ; but that the Grenadiers 
had mutinied, and obliged him to return, It was alfo heard thar Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, 
and Rajah Ajeet Mull, &c. had reſolved to attack the Captain, becauſe Letters had come from 
the Rajah Cheit Sing to all the Zemeedars, to this Purport, Wherever there are Dependants of 
the Engliſh, kill and drive them out.” It was moreover reported, that when the Captain marched 
to Kunkooa, on his Way to Banaris, the Grenadiers made a Diſturbance, and demanded their Pay: 
That he gave Three Months Pay to the Sepoys, to prevail upon them to march with him to Ba- 
naris, but that thoſe Cowards would not conſent; they ſaid, ** We will not go to Banaris : We are 
the Servants of the Begum and Saadut Ally Khan ; we will deliver up our oak and our Arms at 
the Gate of the Begum.“ — Without Remedy, the Captain was obliged, by the Diſobedience of his 
Troops, to march to Gooruckpoor, where we joined hin; moreover, Pulwaun Sing, the Brother 
of the. Rajah Soobaun Sing, came with a thouſand Matchlocks, and he and the Inhabitants of 
Gooruckpoor raiſed a Clamour, demanding that the Captain ſhould march from thence, and they 
killed the Brother of the Chowdry of the Bullock Men, who went into the Town to buy Fodder. 
At this Time Half the Troops had croſſed the Raubty, when the foregoing Accident happened; 
the Captain marched by the Way of Baunſy. After our Arrival at Baunly it rained Six Days 
without Intermiſſion. I he Ranny of Baunſy came to ſee the Captain, but her Son ſtood prepared 
for Hoſtilities. Afrer Six Days, we marched from thence to Purtaul Buckra, from thence to 
Dummoorea Gunge ; marching from thence, we halted at Chunderdeep for Two Days ; when 
we marched from thence the Captain weat on in Front ; Hurdeaul, Commandant, was in the Rear; 
a Skirmiſh enſued between him and the Country People; Two of them were taken Priſoners, and 
One was killed by a Muſket Shot. We marched from that Place to the Nullah of Attroleh, 
Three Coſs to the Weſtward; we marched from Attroleh, and were oppoſed, near Bulrampoor, 
by about Two thouſand Country People; but when the Battalion and Gun were drawn up front- 
ing them, they gave way and fled; the Road cleared, we marched, and encamped at the Nuddy 
Koaubeh ; we continued there One Night, and marched to Gonedeh. - When we arrived at Go- 


nedeh, the Country People quitted our Rear. This is a true Account which is written. 
ö Denoo Sing. 
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« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Ram Sing, Jemmadar.— The Deponent ſworn before Chief 
Jultice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, 178 1. . 


„The Rajah Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, and Ajeet Mull, united themſelves all Three to- 
gether, and bound themſelves by Oath; and theſe. were the improper Reſolutions which they had 
agrecd to, That they would croſs the River Gograh, and eſtabliſh their own Authority there; for 


Letters had arrived from the Rajah Cheit Sing at Banaris, in which be ſaid, “ All the Engliſh are 


cut off; the Government of the Engliſh is overturned; I have taken Poſſeſſion of the W 
rl 3 | 0 


— 


e 
do you, the Zemeedars, eſtabliſh your Authority alſo in thoſe Diſtricts.“ —It was likewiſe publicly 
dars, to raiſe Men, and kill and drive out the Dependants of the Engliſh wherever they, might 


Futteh Saw came to inform himſelf of this; but not obtaining any certain Intelligence, return 

and determined to go to Kunkooa, to cut off the People and plunder the Place, At this Tims 
the Captain returned from. Lucknow, and arrived at Kunkooa. I alſo arrived at Kunkooa agree- 
ably to Orders. In the Evening he informed all the Subadars and Jemmadars and Sepoys, that 
they were to. march towards Banaris the next Day. In 5 of which the Sepoys went to 
the Subadars and faid, that they had no Money. Fhe Subadars replied, their Pay was in the 


panies to the Right. Four or Five of the foremoſt Grenadiers ſtept out, ſurrounded: the 
Captain, and ſaid, Give us our Pay and we will go with you;” the Captain replied, You are 
only Four or Five Men, take (your Pay) and I will pay the Battalion when we arrive at Burra- 
gong,” which is only Eight Coſs from Kunkooa, The Battalion had gone on about a Coſs. On 
bearing the above, Numbers of Sepoys returned, and loaded their Pieces, and fixed their Bayonets, 
and pointed them at the Captain; in cotſequence of which, he recalled the whole Battalion, and 
told them to take their Pay and march with him to Banaris; to which they all agreed; but when 
the Captain had given them Three Months Pay, the Men who were the Mutineers raiſed a Cla- 
mour, (and ſaid) © we will take our Arms and the Gun to the Chuckladar, and receive our Pay 
from him, for the Chuckladar is a Servant of the Begum's, and we alſo are the Begum's Ser- 
vants, and Saadut Ally's.” The Captain ſaid to the Commandant and the Subadars, © T have paid 
them all, what then is the Cauſe of this improper Behaviour? but what he ſaid had no Effect upon 
them; however much he urged them to march to Banaris, they ſtill refuſed, and only ſaid, that 
they would go to Bungulla, and attend rhe Begum and Saadut Ally Khan; and that if the Cap- 
tain attempted to eſcape, they would put a Guard over him, and deliver him up there. Without 
Remedy, the Captain marched this Way. That which was true has been written. 


| Ram Sing, 
« Nux. 3. P. 


* Tranflation of the Depoſition of Hurdeal Sing, Commandant. The Deponent ſworn before 
5 Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. 


The Servant Hurdeal Sing, Commandant of Major Macdonald's Battalion, gives the followin 
Account, I was ſtationed in the Pergunnah of Beelpoor, in the Diſtrict of Narrain Buttool, with 
Two Companies of Sepoys of Captain Williams's Battalion, Three hundred and Fifty Nejeeb and 
Sehbundy Men, and One Gun, and acted in the Buſineſs of the Sirkar agreeably to my Orders. 


Chuckladar, and from the Captain, who were then at Kunkooa, to march ſpeedily with my 
Force and join them, for that the Power of the turbulent Country People 1 Rajahs was be- 
come exceſſive. At this Time I collected together the People who were ſtationed at different 
Places; and on the 19th of the faid Month, notwithftanding the Waters were very much aut in 
the Road, I marched toward Kunkooa. When 1 arrived at Ram Kolah, which is about Fifteen 


Mull, and Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, who had been expelled from their Zemeedaries, an 
reſided with the Rajah Cheit Sing in the Country of Banaris, had all Three, by Orders from 
Saadut Ally Khan and Rajah Cheit Sing, marched from thence, and croſſed the Gograh, and taken 
Poſſeſſion of their Lands; and that the Rajah Cheit Sing had aſſiſted the ſaid Rajahs with Five and 
twenty thouſand Rupees to drive out the Engliſh, [directing] that they ſhould drive them and all 
their Dependants out of their Diſtricts. When I came to the next Stage, I heard that the 
Grenadiers, who were with Captain Williams at Kunkooa, had mutinied, and confined the 2 
tain, and cruelly beat his Moonſhy ; that they had got their Pay, and intended ta go off to the 
Vizeer; and that no one attended to the Orders of the Captain. As the Companies with me 
had been informed of theſe Circumſtances, I ſoothed and perſuaded them not to think of actin 
in ſuch a Manner; that Pay was never withheld or Joſt in the Engliſh Service; that they would 
receive every Daum of that which was dye to them ; but that it would be improper for them, at 
that Time, to act as others had done. The Sepoys aſſented to what I had ſaid, and, notwith- 
ſtanding the Oppoſition of the Country People on the Road, we arrived in wh and with the 
greateſt Expedition, at Kunkooa, and attended the Captain and the Chuckladar, and I then 
iaw with my own Eyes what I had before heard on the Road. The Captain ſaid, when 
I went to him, Tou have without Doubt heard how Things. are here 3 what are the Inten- 
tions of the People with you?“ I ſaid in reply, that the People along with me, both the Se- 
poys, the Nujjeeb and the Schbundy Men, had no other Intentions but thoſe of — 4 Or- 
derts; and that be might, at all Events, make himſelf eaſy as to thoſe Men. The Captain then 
aid, © It was my Intention to have taken the Grenadier Companies, and the Two Guns, and to 
Rave marched to Banaris, and joined the Governor, by the Way of the Nuddy Kaunoon; and 
| 9 have chaſtiſed the three Rajahs, with whom we ſhould have fallen in on the Road; bur the 
Grenadiers would net conient to this; do you n of them what their Intentions are. 
8 "+ Wks _ ably 


reported, that the Rajah Cheir Sing had ſent Fifteen thouſand Rupees in Specie to the ſaid Zemee- 
It was alſo reported that Colonel Hannay and Captain Williams were in Confinement; the Rajah - 
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Sirkar, if they could get it they might take ir. Early the next Morning we marched, the Com- 


From the 15th of Ramzan I received ſeveral Letters from Mahommed Shuffee Khan, the 


Coſs from my Situation, I heard, from the general Reports of the People, that the Rajabs Ajeer 
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ably to the Orders of the Captain, I went at Night to the Line to the Subadars and Jemmadary 
and Sepoy Grenadiers, and aſked what they wiſhed for and intended. The Sepoys all replied, 
&« If the Captain reſolves to march to the Eaſtward, not one of us will go with him; moreover, 
we will march early To-morrow Morning to the Weſtward, to the Vizeer; whoever chuſes to go 
that Way may accompany us.“ The Two Grenadier Subadars then told me to go to my Tent, 
for that theſe Matters the Two Companies had already talked upon with the Captain. 1 again 
endeavoured to prevail upon the Sepoys and Subadars, and told them to continue, and ſet their 
Minds at Reſt ; that I would go and ſpeak to the Captain; that, if he approved of it, he would 
take them with him, and march to the Weſtward; that, at all Events, it would be better to 
him. At laſt J ſoothed and appeaſed them, and went to the Captain and told him what had 
paſſed. After this, the Captain ordered me to go to Mahommed Shuffee Khan, the Chuckladar, 
and tell him to prepare to march. I went to the Chuckladar, and delivered the Meſſage. In 
anſwer, the Chuckladar, who had ſent a Perſon named Munſhan Ram, on his Part, to the 
Rajahs Ajeet Mull, Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy, before mentioned, on a private Buſineſs, made 
the Want of Cattle for his Baggage an Excuſe; and deſired that we would halt Two or Three 
Days longer, and that he would then collect Beaſts of Burden, and march. The ſaid Chuckla- 
dar told me the next Day, and told the Captain alſo, that a Man of his was returned, and had 
brought Information, that Four Companies of Sepoys and Four Guns were come from the Ra- 
Jah Cheit Sing, to the Aſſiſtance of the Rajahs Ajeet Mull, Futteh Saw, and Genoo Roy; and 
moreover, that they would croſs the Gograh, and join them that Day. At length, Two 
Days after my Arrival, our whole Force marched toward Gooruckpoor; and, notwithſtandin 
the Rajahs and the Country People moleſted us on all Sides on the March, and the Waters 
and Nullahs were out, yet in Six Days we arrived in Safety at Gooruckpoor. —There I heard from 
the People, that Orders from the Begum had arrived to all the Rajahs of Pergunnabs, not to 
permit any Engliſh Gentlemen, or any of their Dependants, to pals in Safety through their ſeparate 
Diſtricts; and that they had ſurrounded Ahlaud Sing, Subadar, who was ſtationed with a few Se- 

ys in the Fort of Gooruckpoor; but that, through the good Fortune of our Maſters, the 
— was repulſed, and obliged to retire; that no Engliſh Letters, or others, or Hircarrahs, 
were permitted to paſs; and that, if the Country People diſcovered any Engliſh Letters or others 
in the Hands of Hircarrahs, they ſcourged them with the greateſt Severity. In conſequence of 
theſe (Accounts) the Captain ſent for me, and ſaid, The People have raiſed great Diſturb- 
- ances in the Country; beyond this no Grain will arrive, therefore we muſt buy Grain here, and 
carry it with us.” In the Space of Eight Days, Grain was procured: for the March, and. Bul- 
locks got together, and in Four Days, notwithſtanding the heavy Rains, we croſſed the Raubty, 
and marched towards Sukroreh : From the Day that we arrived at Baunſy, for Six Days, ſuch 
heavy Rains fell, both Day and Night, that no one had the Power to ſtir from his Place. With- 
out Remedy, we halted during that Time, and on the Firſt Day that the Rain ſubſided, we 
marched, and in Two Days arrived at Dummoorea Gunge. At that Place there was a Nullah 
in the Road, which was overflowed by the Rains, and ſtopt our Progreſs; and we were at laſt 
obliged to halt there One Day to make a Bridge, over which the Troops, were paſſed. While 
we were croſling, the Country People ſhowed themſelves, but were repulſed, and obliged to retreat 
We proceeded from thence the next Day, and March after March to Bulrampoor. As the 
River Kuwannah croſſed our Way at that Place, we were obliged to halt there for One Day; at 
laſt we paſſed that River in Safety, and by repeated Marches arrived at Sukroreh. This Account, 
knowing it proper, is written according to the Truth. | 0 
5 Hurdeaul Sing, 
ſealed with his Seal. 


« Nuk. 3. Q. 


« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Bejy Sing, Subadar.— The Deponent ſworn before Chief Juſtice 
| Sir Elijah Impey, November 26th, 1781. 


On the 13th of Ramzan I received Orders from Mr. Williams to join Mr. Gordon at 
Taundeh, and to deliver over the Gun and the Burgomauls to Kaumdar Beg. Agreeably to Or- 
ders, 1 delivered over the Gun and the Burgomauls to Kaumdar Beg, and ſet out. When 1 
arrived at Naurood the Hooly Rejoicings had commenced ; and the Country People gathered 
together on all Sides, and ſurrounded me. Making an Effort, I puſhed on from thence about a 
Coſs; but the Enemy were now increaſed to a prodigious Number. Till Nine o'Clock at Night 
they continued to inſult us; and when the Moon got up, they began to fire with Matchlocks; and 
they ſaid, + You have ſtruck off the Head of the Rajah Juggut Sing; where will you go?—we 
will ſtrike off your Heads in Return. It is the Orders of the Begum, that whoever ſtrikes 
off and brings in the Head of an Engliſhman, ſhall receive a Reward of a Thouſand Ru- 
pees; and for the Head of a Subadar or Jemmadar a Hundred Rupees; and for every Se- 
poy's Head ſtruck off and brought, that a Reward of Ten Rupees ſhall be given.” — The At- 
tack continued through the Night; One Sepoy was killed, and Seven Men and Three Horſes 
wounded, of my Party. The Country People ſaid, © Give up your Baggage, and Arms, and 
Coats, and go naked where you pleaſe :” But I ſtood firm, and we fought with them, and 
marched on, Night by Night, to Baunſy, where we were quitted by the Enemy, Having joined 


Dhoon 
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Dhoon Sing Subadar at Baunſy, we marched from thence with him. This which is related is 
true. : ; ; ; 12 f 5 
| Bejy Sing, | Eq 
and ſealed with his Seal. 
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« Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Merun, Moonſhy to Mr. Gordon,—The Deponent ſworn before 
| Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey, November 16th, 1781. 


1 Merun, &c. conſidering God and the Prophet of God as preſent, do ſwear upon the ſacred 
Koraun to the following Facts which I give in Writing: That on the 9th of the Month of 
September, Mr. Gordon, with Four Companies of Sepoys, and a Hundred Horſe of the Ruſ- 

ſauleh of Ruzza Beg Khan, did march from the Ghaut Jehoora for Taundeh ; and at that 
Time, from our ſetting out till our Arrival at T'aundeh, Thouſands of Country People aſſembled 
together, and attempted to cut off the Troops and the Baggage ; ſo that there was a continued | | 
Action, both with Swords and Muſketry, all the Way.—Burt as the Order of March was well ö 
regulated, and the Sepoys were not deficient in Firmneſs and Reſolution, many of the Enemy 
were killed; and on this Side, not a ſingle Article of the Property of any one was plundered ; 
Mr. Gordon conducting them all, together with the whole of the Baggage, in perfect Safety Z 
to the Nullah of Teerah, which runs beneath Taundeh. On our Arrival there, he intended 
to croſs the Nullah, and encamp at Taundeh; and he gave Directions for the Troops to 
paſs over. When they were about to croſs, (it appeared that) all the Boats were on the 
oppoſite Side of the Nullah ; and the People of the Taundeh Fougedar, whoſe Name is Shum- 
| ſheer Khan, ſtood Guard over the Boats, and ſaid, © It is the Orders of the Fougedar, that 
the Boats ſhall not paſs over to that Side.“ When Mr. Gordon heard of this, he wrote a 
Letter to the Fougedar, and ſent it by a Hircarrah. The Contents of the Letter were: «« I 
am a Servant of the Nabob, and am going to join the Army by his Orders; where is the 
Propriety of ſhutting up the Ghaut, and refuſing to permit People to paſs?” —The ſaid Hir- 
carrah took the Letter, and went to the Ghaut, and endeavoured to get over, but the Fouge- 
dar's People would not allow him to croſs. When I ſaw that they would not permit the 
Hircarrah to paſs over, I gave Mr. Gordon's Letter to a Servant of the Fougedar's, who had 
ſwam over to our Side of the Nullah to ſee one of his Friends; and I told him to convey it, 
by ſome Means or other, to the Fougedar. He put the Letter in his Turban, and ſwam, back 
acroſs the Nullah, and delivered it to the Fougedar, who read the Contents, but returned no 
Sort of Anſwer. At the Time when the Letter arrived, Mirza Ruzza Beg Khan, Ruſſaulehdar, 
who by chance had arrived alone on ſome Buſineſs, and had croſſed over before this Affair, was 
fitting by Shumſheer Khan, and is an Evidence that the Letter arrived. The ſaid Mirza de- 
clared to me, and confirmed it by Oaths, that the Letter came to the Fougedar when he was 
eſent; and that, although he endeavoured to perſuade him, it was to no Purpoſe. At laſt 
he ſent for Three Guns, and ſome Tomuns of Matchlock Men, who were ſtationed at Taundeh 
and he pointed the Guns acroſs the Nullah at the Troops, and ſtationed the Men at the Ghavr, 
and ordered them not to permit a ſingle Perſon to croſs. In conſequence thereof the Fougedar's 
People ſtood at the Ghaur, and uſed inſulting Language; and ſaid, that if any one attempted to 
croſs the River, they would fire upon him. When Mr. Gordon ſaw this, that no Anſwer to his 
Letter had come from the Fougedar, and that his People were inclined to Hoſtilities, he directed 
me to go and explain Things to Shumſheer Khan, and perſuade him to deſiſt from ſuch impro- 
per Conduct. According to the Orders I had received, I went to the Ghaut, and demanded a 
Boat, and ſaid that I was ſent by Mr. Gordon to the Fougedar on Buſineſs, and deſired that they 
would allow me to croſs over alone; but they would not liſten to me, or ſend a Boat to carry me 
over. Without Remedy, I returned to Mr. Gordon, and informed him of the Behaviour of the 
People at the Ghaut. He ſaid, If they will not give you a Boat, it is no Matter; mount an 
Elephant, and ſwim him over.“ -I obeyed, and mounted an Elephant, and went and endeavoured 
to puſh the Elephant into the Nullah. The Fougedar's People at once levelled their Pieces 
at me, and faid, * Beware—if you drive the Elephant into the Nullah, we will fire upon you, 
and kill you.” Per Force I returned to Mr. Gordon: It was now almoſt Sunſet, When the 
Country People ſaw this Affair, that the Fougedar of Taundeh was our Enemy alſo; that he 
had ſhut up the Ghaut, and would not permit us to paſs, they charged us on all Sides. Our 
Sepoys ſecing Thouſands of the Country People aſſembled on one Side, the Ghaut ſhut up, and 
Shumſheer Khan diſpoſed to Hoſtilities on the other; and being alſo much exhauſted by the Skir- 
miſhing and Labour on the March, gave up their Reſolution and Firmneſs at once; and throwing 
aſide their Arms and their Coats, diſpoſed themſelves to Flight; and notwithſtanding Mr. Gordon 
e uſed every Means of Perſuaſion, both to the Sepoys and the Officers, no one either heard or 
obeyed him, until Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten Men and the Baggage; all the reſt were 
fled. At this Time Cally Perſhaud, a Bengaly of Mr. Scott's, Who was ſtationed at the Kooty, 
by a Thouſand Intreaties and Supplications, obtained an Order to ſend One Boat from the 
Fougedar, and ſent it over. Mr. Gordon then ſaw that none of his People had remained with 
him; that continuing there alone was to no Purpoſe, and therefore was obliged to croſs over. All 
his Baggage, and the Baggage of his Servants and Followers, was plundered; that which ne 
| | | | | garric 
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carried over with them when they cröſſed, and delivered into the Hands of the Fougedat 
People, who promiſed to protect it, was afterwards taken by them, and never returned. Some 
Days after, ſome Firelocks were produced from the Houſe of the Fougedar ; and many of the 
People's Effects were ſeen there; but the Fougedar's Men did not deliver them up. In ſhort, 


this is the Subſtance of the Aﬀair which happened at Taundeh ; and I have wrote this. Account 

upon Oath, that whoever reads it may know it to be true. Written with my own Hand. | 
Moocnthy Metufi, 

f c Nun. 3. 8. | | 
« Tranſlation of the Depoſitions of Meer Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of Captain Wi- 
liams, and Doond Sing, Subadar.— The Deponents ſworn before Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Im- 
pey, November 26th 1781. 9 | al 
« We, Meer Ahmud Ally, Subadar in the Battalion of Captain Williams, and Doond - Sing, 
Subadar of Grenadiers in the Battalion of Major Macdoffaſd, do ſwear (one) upon the ſacred 
Koraun, and (the other) by the Ganges, &c. to the (Fruth of the) following Depoſition, 
which we give in Writing: That on the 5th of the Month of September, Mr. Gordon, with Four 
Companies of Sepoys, and a hundred Horſe of the Raſſaulch of Ruzza Beg Khan, did march 
from the Ghaut of Jehoorah toward Taundeh, and we (the Deponents) were along with him. 
From our ſetting out, till our Arrival at Taundeh, Thouſands of Country People furtounded us 
on every Side, with Intention to cut off the Troops and the Baggage; fo that we were eontinu- 
ally engaged both with Swords and Small Arms the whole Way; bur #s the Order of March was 
well regulated, the Enemy could not ſucceed in their Attempts upon the Army. After ſkir- 
miſhing throughout the whole March, by which ſeveral of the Enemy were killed, we arrived ir 
Safety, about Two o'Clock in the Afternoon, on the Bank of the Nullah of Teerah; which runs 
beneath Taundeh; after our Arrival there, Mr. Gordon wanted to croſs the Nullah, and halt in 
Taundeh, and he gave us Orders to croſs the Nullah, We attempred to paſs over, but the Fou- 
gedar of Taundeh, by Name Shumſheer Khan, hearing that Mr. Gordon was about to eroſs 
the Nullah, prepared Three Guns, and Three or Font Tomuns of Matchlock Men, who were 
ſtationed with him, and poſted them at the Ghaut, and they pointed the Guns toward the Troops 
of Mr. Gordon; and the _ Fougedar gave Orders net to petmit a fingle Man belonging to that 
Gentleman to croſs. Although Mr. Gordon wrote a Letter to the faid Fougedar, it made no Sort 
of Impreſſion upon him. At laſt the Evening came. It happened that Ruzza Beg Khan had 
arrived alone on ſome Buſinefs, before this Affair, and cfofſed over to Taundeh. The Cavalry 
belonging to the ſaid Ruſſaulehdar, before any one elſe; ſwam their Horſes acroſs the River, and 
fled. The Sepoys ſeeing Thouſands of Country People advancing, on one Side; the Ghaut 
ſhut up by the Fougedar Shumſheer Khan, who would allow no one to paſs, on the other; and 
that the Cavalry who accompanied them were diſperſed and gone, gave up at once their Steadi - 
neſs and Reſolution, and taking off their Coats, and throwitig dowii their Arms, turned them- 
ſelves to Flight, until Mr. Gordon was left with only Ten or Eleven Men, for all the teſt had fled. 
At this Time Cally Perſhaud, Mr. Scott's Bengally, who reſided at the Kooty in Taundeh, by a 
Thouſand Supplications and Entreaties, obtained" an Order from the Fougedar for One Boat, 
which he ſent over. Mr. Gordon was then alone on the Bank; he was forced to croſs; and al 
the Baggage belonging to him and his Followers was pluridered. : 

| Meer Ahmud Ally, and Doond Sing. 


6. Num. 3. T. 


« Tranſlation of the ſolemn Declaration of the Ranny Golaub Kooer, made on the 12th Day of 
November 1781, before Chief Juſtice Sir Elijah Impey. | 


* On the 27th of Shabaun, Sunday, the Chiefs who came to Ramnagur from Lutteefgur, ap» 
pointed by Rajah Cheit Sing, were Mocundy and Ram Bukſh, Bhemun Sing, and Cullian Sing, 
and Baul Kiſhen Huzzarry, and Sirdar Sing, a Follower of Ramjewun, and Ram Sheweh, a Fol. 
lower of Ajayb Sing, and Dildar Hooſſein Khan, and Nuszur Aſhriff, with their own Parties. On 
the next Morning, which was Monday the 28th of Shabaun, the above-named Chiefs had an 
Engagement at Ramnagur, with the Companies which came from the Fort of Chunar; at Two 
Pahr and a Half of the Day (4 paſt One P. M.), thoſe Companies were defeated, and the In- 
telligence was immediately ſent to 4 and at One Pahr of the Night (Nine o' Clock), 
Bauboo Soojaun Sing having left Lutteefgur, with Gholaum Hooſſein Khan, and Fyz-Oolla 
Khan, arrived that fame Night at Ramnagur, when Two Gurries of it remained. 

«© Tueſday the whole Day he was employed in Preparations, and in ſtationing the above - ten 
tioned Chiefs, and in loading Bamboo Ladders on the Beats, and Guns upon the Pinnace. Aud 
he gave Orders to the Chiefs and the Troops, that at Twelve at Night, on Wedneſday, they 
ſhould croſs and attack the Governor General, and the other Engliſh Gentlemen who refided in 
—— 4 Daus's Garden, All the Inhabitants of Rammagur, as well as I, faw and heard thelt 
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« With reſpect to Cheit Sing's having, from of old, an improper Correſpondence with the Be. 
gums at Lucknow, and the Rajah of Bheraich and Goocuckpoor, the Declaration of the above 
"Ranny is as follows: E | | | 

“Since Two Years, on account of the Enmity of Cheit Sing to me, I had left Ramnagur, and 
reſided in another Dwelling ; and Cheit Sing had always acted towards me with ſuch Enmity and 
. Oppoſition as cannot be deſcribed ; how, therefore, ſhould he have acquainted me with his 
| Correſppndences ?—bur I have heard from Report, that he had in many Places improper Cor- 

reſpondences. However, it is very plain that he had Enmity towards the Governor General; 
| becauſe, whenever he learned any thing to the Prejudice of the Governor, from the Letters of 
his Vakeels, or the Reports of ill-deſigning Perſons; he uſed to rejoice : This is known to all 
the Inhabitants of Ramnagur. Accordingly, when the Governor General was lately coming 
from Calcutta towards this Quarter, the Rajah and his Companions uſed to ſay; “ the Gover- 
nor has been diſplaced, and is making his Eſcape to Hindoſtan.” Beſides, from the Rajah's 
going to Buxar ro meet him wich the greateſt Preparations, his Intention plainly appears. 
: n | Ranny Golaub Kooer. 
* „Nuk. 3. U. | 18.1 
& Tranſlation of the Depoſition of Gudgerauge Sing.— The Deponent ſworn before Chief J aſtice 
Sir Elijah Impey, November 12th, 1781. 

6 Gudgerauge Sing, the ancient Kelladar of Ramnagur from the Time of the deceaſed Rajah 
Bulwant Sing, do declare and give in Writing without Reſerve (conſidering God to be preſent 
and a Witneſs) all that I have done, ſeen, or heard, to the following Effect: | 21 

On the Day that the Engagement happened between the Forces which came from Chunar arid 
the Troops of Rajah Cheit Sing, I was in Readineſs in the Fort of Ramnagur, with the Bur- 
kandazes with their Matches lighted. When the Chunar Army had been defeated, a Budgerow 
from the Weſtward came near the Ghaut of Buxey Suddanund. Having obſerved it from the 
Fort, I went out by the Wicket Gate, which is to the Southward, with Seven or Eight Burkan- 
daes; the Rowers, and other People belonging to the Budgerow, on ſeeing this, leaped into 
the Water, and the Gentleman was killed by the Stroke of a Sword fram the Men who accom- 
panied me. About this Time I received Intelligence that the Rajah's Cavalry, who oppoſed the 
Chunar Army, had fled z upon this I was greatly confuſed, and was deſirous of carrying the 
Budgerow under the Fort, but the People of Buxey Suddanund took poſſeſſion of the Budgerow, 
and declared that they would keep it, as it had come to their Ghaut. Two Burkandazes brought 
from the Budgerow Two Muſkets and ſome Cloths, and One of my People took One Muſſcet, 
whilſt the Burkandazes took more Cloth and Arms, From thence I went to my Charge in the 


« My further Depoſition is as follows: F ” 1 

« On the Night of the ſame Day that the Army from Chunar was defeated; about Two Ghurries 
of the Night remaining, Bauboo Soojaun Sing arrived from Lutteefgur at Ramnagur. I heard 
from ſeveral Perſons, that the ſaid Bauboo had given Orders to his Troops and Chiefs; to make 
'a Night Attack on the Governor General and the other Gentlemen who were in Mahadew Daſs's 
Garden. Accordingly, he employed his Troops in bringing Bamboo Ladders, and loading them 
on Boats, and every one was preparing for the Attack. | | 

« { ſwear, that whatever is written in this Paper is true, 


Gudgerauge Sing (a). 


« Further Extract from the ſame Appendix, P. III. P. 184. 
F IF TH PARCEL. 
60 Nom. Fo A. 
« Affidavit of Captain Davy. 


« Captain William Davy, private Perſian Secretary to the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, 
Governor General of Bengal, &c. &c. upon Oath, ſaith, That he is acquainted with the 
Language ſpoken by the Perſons who made the annexed Depoſitions ; that he received ſaid Depo- 
ſitions verbally, from each of faid Deponents his ſeparate Depoſttion ; and that he has rendered 
them faithfully into Engliſh, to the beſt of his Knowledge and Judgment; and that he has 
faithfully explained to ſaid Deponents, in their own Language, to each his proper Depoſition, 
the Contents of ſaid annexed Depoſition. 

Sworn before me this 3d Day of 

December 1781. Jy 
E. Impey. 


* Vide ſupra, from P. 233 to 246. ; 
8K * Num. 
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- 40 Nv M. LL B. 1 
„ Affidavit of Sheakh Mahommed Aumeen Meyher, 


. Depoſition of Sheakh Mahommed Aumeen Meyher, late a Commandantin the Service of Cheit 
Sing.—Upon his Oath ſays, He was the Servant of Cheit Sing; that he commanded a Battalion 
of | ua hundred and Fifty Sepoys in his Service; that he accompanied Cheit Sing when he went 
to Buxar to meet the Governor General; that there was with Cheit Sing at that Time, rhe fol- 
lowing armed Force: Two hundred and Twenty-eight Sepoys under the immediate Command of 
this Deponent, Six hundred Matchlock Men under the Command of Scuperſaud Sing, and 
Three hundred Peadahs, or Sword Men, called Huzzoory or Guards; that the above-mentioned 
Troops accompanied the Rajah in Boats; and that the faid Rajah Cheit Sing was alſo attended by 
a Body of Six hundred Cavalry, under different Leaders; that the Cavalry marched down on the 
Southern Bank of the Ganges, and directed their Movements by the Motion of the Fleet of Boats 
in which the Rejah and his Infantry were embarked : That when the Rajah Cheit Sing arrived at 
Ghauzipoor, he was joined by Bullum Daſs the Aumil, and the Dewan Ruggoobur Dial; and 
that when he proceeded on from thence, a Detachment of Cavalry and Matchlock Men (ſtationary 
Troops at Ghauzipoor) in Number about Five hundred, accompanied the Rajah, marching along 
the Northern Bank of the River in the ſame Manner as the Troops on the oppoſite Side, moving 
when the Fleet moved, and halting when that halted; that the Rajah arrived, and encamped on 
the Northern Side of the Ganges, oppoſite the Fort of Buxar; that the Governor General ar- 
rived at Buxar the next Day; that the Rajah croſſed the River, and waited upon him; that he 
returned to his Camp, and about Three O'Clock in the Afternoon put his People and Fleet in 
Motion, returning as he had went, and the Troops on the Banks of the River accompanying the 
Boats; that the Governor General proceeded the next Morning, and came up with the Rajah at 
Zemeneeah, about Twenty Coſs from Buxar ; that the Rajah again waited on the Governor Ge- 
neral on board his Boat, and that the Governor General then proceeded on before the Rajah, the 
Rajah following at the Diſtance of Four or Five Coſs, until they reached Banaris ; that the Go- 
vernor General went to the Garden of Mahadew Daſs, and the Rajah to Shewallah Ghaut, his 
armed People taking their Stations in their Neighbourhood ; that his (the Deponent's) People 
did not arrive with the Rajah, but that he joined him with Fifty Sepoys, and took his Station near 
to Shewallah ; that Two Companies of Sepoys alſo joined the Rajah from Ramnagur,—The De- 
ponent further ſays, That on the Day that the Three Gentlemen and the Two Companies of 
Engliſh Sepoys came to the Rajah, and the Circumſtance of his Arreſt was known, the Rajah's 
People (who were then ſtationed round Shewallah), to the Number of about Four thouſand, were 
armed and prepared for Action; that at this Time Munnihar Sing, Seuamur Sing, and Nunkoo 
Sing, went to the Rajah : That the Diſturbance and Diſpute at the Gate ran high, and encrraſed 
every Moment: That the Huzzoories, Peadahs, and others, with their Arms, got upon the 
Chuppers which were erected againſt the Wall on the Outſide; that the Matchlock Men fited 
upon a Company who were without Shewallah z that the Deponent counted Seven Matchlocks 
which were fired, and ſaw a Sepoy fall by the Firſt Shot; that the Moment the Firing was 
heard, the Rajah's People forced their Way Sword in Hand into Shewallah, and cut the ” Joan 
men and Sepoys to Pieces; that the Rajah Cheit Sing eſcaped during the Conflict to Ramnagur, 
and from thence to Lutteefpoor. 3 | | 

4 The Deponent further ſays, That after the Detachment from Chunar was repulſed near Ram- 
nagur, and obliged to retreat, Soojaun Sing and the Buxey Suddanund arrived with Troops at 
that Place, and that by Orders from the Rajah they prepared Scaling Ladders, &c. in order to 
make a Night Aſſault on the Garden of Mahadew Daſs; that Boats were prepared, and Guns and 
Troops marched down to the Ghaut of Auſi Sungum ; that the Sepoys belonging to the Depo- 
nent refuſed to croſs the River until they had obtained ſome Refreſhment, having been without 
Food for Two Days; that the Night paſſed away without any Thing being done, and that the 
Governor General on that Night quitted Banaris, and arrived at Chunar ; that Soojaun Sing and 
Suddanund Buxey wrote a Complaint to Cheit Sing againſt the Troops under the Command of 
the Deponent the next Morning; and that Soojaun Sing ſent a Company of his own Sepoys to take 
poſſeſſion of the Garden of Mahadew Daſs; that they plundered the Property of the Gentlemen 
at that Place, and returned to Ramnagur. 

„The Deponent further ſays, That the following is, to the beſt of his Memory, a true Liſt of 


the Forces with Rajah Cheit Sing; thoſe on the regular Eſtabliſhment, choſe newly entertained, 
and thoſe who came in to his Aſſiſtance. | 
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_ * Liſt of ihe Eſtabliſhed Forces in the Servie of Cheit Sing, 


. Cavalry, Sepoys, Matchlock Men, &c. | 
c Pat. Number. 

Ceveny — n — — 1,700 

Body Guards, or ſelect Troops, Cavalry and Infantry _ — 700 

Sepoys — 1 — — ", >. on „ — 51 

Matchlock Men — — — — — l 40 
Attached to Bullum Dans — * [Fon Joo þ Tor 300 

With Soojaun Sing — — — Caval Infantry 500 

Sepoys and Artillery Men, with Two Guns — 0 — Wn 425 | 

With Munnear Sing —_ _ Cavalry and, Infantty 700 _ 
| a f 4. 7,6 90 g 


Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor. 
Firſt, entertained at Lutteefpoor — Matchlock Men and Sword Men 2,000 


Second, —  Nuyeeb — Sword Men from Lucknow =— 1,000 
* Troops aſſembled from diffetent Places. 
Infantry and Cavalry with Juggurdeave Sing Mare” Nl 1 500 
Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Orders from Rajah — 1, 200 
D' with Gooman Sing, ſent for by the Rajah — — 500 
D' from the Fougedar of Bidduwy — — — 1,000 
Raujpoots of the Tribe of Kugbunſie from Kurraukut — — 3.000 
Wich Dillun Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Baudſhaahpoodmate— — 1,500 
Cavalry and Infantry atrived with Ruzza Rool Khaun — — 300 
Raujpoòts collected from Agoree and Purwah by Dea Lutchoo — 500 
De of the Tribe of Cummur collected by Soojaun Sing — — 1,c00 
Sword and Matchlock Men with Ranju Awun — _ _ 2,000 “ 
11,500 


Total Troops in the Service of Cheit Sing — 22, 190 


To which are to be added Huſbandmen and Adventurers who took up Arms, making the fore- 
going Number amount to near 40,000 Men. YT 
4 (Signed) Sheakh Mahommed Aumeen Mhiur. 
Sworn (the Contents being firſt explained to | 
'the Deponent by William Davy Eſquire) 
this 3d Day of December 1781. 


Nun. 5. C. 


Depoſition of Sheakh Hoſſein Oolla, Jemmadar, relative to the Action at Shewallah Ghaut, at 
| which Period he was Havildar and Orderly with Lieutenant Stalker. 


« The Deponent upon his Oath ſays, He was one of thoſe who attended Mr, Markham and Lieu- 
tenant Stalker when they went to the Rajah Cheit Sing at Shewallah Ghaut, with about Fifty or- 
derly Sepoys, armed with Swords only; that a ſhort Time after; Two Companies of Sepoys 
arrived under the Command of Lieutenants Scott and Symes ; that Mr. Markham returned from 
the Rajah's with about Thirty of the Orderlies; that he, the Deponent, continued during the 
whole of the ſucceeding Tranſaction near to Lieutenant Stalker; that he ſaw Lieutenants Scott 
and Symes enter Shewallah with their Swords drawn, and ſhortly after obſerved Guards poſted in 
different Places, from which he Uiſcovered, for the firſt Time, that the Rajah was in Arreſt; that 
after the Departure of Mr. Markham there were preſent Meſſrs. Stalker, Scott, and Symes, with 
Seven or Eight Sepoys (Orderlies) attending juſt without the Apartment, where they were ſeated 
with the Rajah ; that ſeveral of the Rajah's People, all armed, to the Number of Forty, were 
ſeated without the Purdahs; that Centries were poſted round the Building; and that the Two 
Companies remained without the Inner Gate; that many of the Rajah's Peons, to the Amount of 
about Three hundred, were aſſembled in the ſame Place; that ſeveral Notes were ſent off by 
Lieutenant Stalker, and One Note received by him; that about Twelve o'Clock at Noon the 
Rajah deſired Permiſſion to perform his Ablutions, which was refuſed, unleſs he would ſend for 
Water and perform them on the Spot, which he did accordingly ; that before this Period, the 
Rajah's People between the Outer Gate and that which led immediately to the Building, my 

4 | | | wo 
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Two different Attempts to force their Way through the Inner Gate, but were kept back by the 


Two Companies who were poſted there ; that Lieutènant Stalker once went himſelf. to the Gate, 


and ſtruck One of the Rajah's People, who was endeavouring to force his Way in ; that the Rajah's 
People appeared to be highly irritated; and that the Subadars of the Companies found it neceſſary 
to fix Bayonets—Says, That Meſſrs. Scott and Symes accompanied Lieutenant Stalker on this 
Occaſion, but that he, the Deponent, continued near the Rajab with Three or Four Sephys, by 


Orders from Lieutenant Stalker; that he nevertheleſs ſaw what paſſed through the Ston Lattice, 


ws = 


which ſurrounded the Building; that at this Period the Rajah ſent his Buxey to forbid his People 


from making any Diſturbance, and the Affair ſubſided; that the Gentlemen returritd to the 
Rajah. The Deponent further ſays, That after the Rajah had-finiſhed his: Ablutions, he retired to 
a Stone Pavilion, or Sort of Baſtion, to perform his Devotions z that Three or Four orderly Se- 
poys were directed to attend him at a ſmall Diſtance, to obſerve his Motions (the Officers conti- 
nuing in their Places); that at this Periad a Chubdar (named Cheit Ram) came from Mr. Mark- 
ham, and delivered a Meſſage to Mr. Stalker; and that the ſaid Chubdar afterwards went to 
the Rajah Cheit Sing, who was ſtill at his Devotions. that he appeared, by his Manner and the 
Loudneſs of his Voice, to be ſpeaking inſultingly and paſſionately to the Rajah,; that at this Pe- 
riod a Report of Matchlocks was heard, and One of the Subadars, Biſhen-Sing, called out to the 
Officers, that they were fired upon by the Rajah's People from the Outer Wall; that the Gentle- 
men ſtarted from their Seats, and drew their Swords; that Lieutenant Stalker ruſhed forward to- 
ward the Gate, and that Lieutenants Scott and Symes attempted to follow him ; that the Mo- 
ment the Firing commenced from the Outer Wall, the Two Companies were attacked by the 
Three hundred Peons in the Space between the Two Walls with them; at the ſame Inſtant the 
Officers and their Orderlies were attacked by the Forty of the Rajah's People (ſaid to be within 
the Building at the Beginning of this Depoſition) ; that the beforementioned Subadar Biſhen Sin 
forced his Way through the Inner Gate, with about Twenty Sepoys, to the Aſſiſtance of the Of- 
ficers; that the Paſſage was ſoon ſtopped up by the Number of Dead and Wounded in the Gate- 
way; that after the Communication was cut off, the Action ſtill continued both within and 
without, the Two Companies ſtill fired upon from the Outer Wall; that the Deponent ſaw 
Lieutenant Stalker defend himſelf with great Reſolution with a Sword, which he had taken from 
One of his Sc poys; that the Deponent himſelf in a ſhort Time received ſeveral Wounds, and 
fell; that he fainted, and therefore has no further Knowledge of what paſſed during the Remain- 
der of the Action, or how the'Rajah made his Eſcape; that when he recovered, his Senſes he 
ſaw Lieutenant Stalker lying dead near him, with many of the Sepoys; that he heard a Firing, 
which one of the Wounded told him proceeded from a Company of Sepoys, who were driving 
off the Rajah's Matchlock-men ; that he, the Deponent, continued on the Ground the whole 
Night, but was removed the next Morning to the Garden of Mahadew Daſs. 


The Mark of Sheakh Hoſſein Oolla, Jemmadar. 


Sworn before me (the Contents being firſt 
explained to the Deponent by Will. 
Davy Eſquire) this 3d Day of Decem- 11 9 geen! 

ber 1781. r „ 

E. Impey. | 


„Nuk. 5. D. #6, 


The Depoſition of Biſhen Sing, Subadar, relative to the Action at Shewallah Ghaut. 


“ Upon his Oath, ſays, That in the Morning of „Lieutenants Scott and Symes gave Or- 
ders that Two Companics of Grenadier Sepoys ſhould be got ready ; that the Companies were im- 
mediately paraded, and that the above Gentlemen marched with them to Shewallah, where the 
Rajah Cheit Sing reſided; that Lieutenant Symes with One Company took Poſt within the Firſt 
Gate; that the Company under Lieutenant Scott ſtationed themſelves at the Inner Gate; that 
Lieutenant Stalker ordered him to poſt a Guard of a Havildar and Twelve Sepoys at the ſmall 
Gate leading to the River, and another Guard at the Gate opening from thence into Shewallah ; 
that he poſted Guards as he was ordered, and that he ſent out a Havildar to fee what Number of 
Men were in the neighbouring Gardens and Cantonments, and what they were about ; that the 
Havildar brought back Information, that the Rajah's People were all arming themſelves, and 
loading their Matchlocks; that he communicated this Intelligence to Lieutenant Stalker, and 
added, that the Rajah's People were certainly preparing to attack them; that at this Period the 
Rajah's Buxey arrived; that he went in to Cheit Sing, and that he ſaw him make a Motion with 
his Hand as one ſtriking with a Sword; that the Deponent ſaw this from the Inner Gate where he 
was ſtanding ; that Cheit Sing's People became turbulent, exclaiming on all Sides, that they 
(the Engliſh) had made their Rajah a Priſoner, and calling out to attack them; that he found ic 
neceſſary to order the Sepoys to fix their Bayonets, and that he ſent Information to Lieutenant 
Stalker, that they were about to be aſſaulted; in conſequence of which, Lieutenant Stalker came 
out to the Place where Lieutenant Symes was poſted with his Company; that Lieutenant Symes, 
pointing to the Rajah's People with his Hand, told Lieutenant Stalker, that thoſe People were 
going to attack him; that Lieutenant Stalker ſpoke to the Rajah's People, and returned, * 

' that 
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that the Clamour in ſore meaſure ſubſided ; that at this Juncture Munneat Sing, and his Son 


Nunkoo Sing, and Seuamur. Sing, arrived, and ſeated themſelves by the Rajah; that at this 


Inſtant an Hircarrah brought Intelligence to the Rajah, that another Company of Engliſh 
Sepoys were coming from Murwarry, and that they were arrived near at hand; that at this 
Period, one of the Rajah's Matchlock Men fired at the Company which was advancing ; that the 
Moment the Report of the Matchlock was heard, the Rajah's People within, who were alarmed, 


became very turbulent; the Noiſe and Confuſion increaſed, and Lieutenant Scott came out and 


enquired into the Cauſe of it; that the Action immediately commenced within, and that Lieu- 
tenant Stalker called out to the Deponent to enter with his Company; that he attempred to 
obey the Orders which he had received, but that the Attack at that Inſtant, began without the 
Inner Gate alſo; that it was no longer poſſible to enter with his Company; but that he nevertheleſs 
forced his Way in with about Twenty Sepoys; that Mohun Sing, Subadar, the Moulavy, and 
Cheit Ram (Mr. Markham's Chubdar), were firſt cut down; that Munnear Sing ſtruck at Lieu- 
renant Stalker with his Scymetar, but without Effect; that Lieutenant Stalker made a Thruſt at 
Munnear Sing with his Sword, without Effect alſo; that Lieutenant Stalker threw the Sword 
from his Hand, and took a Scymetar from one of his orderly Sepoys, with which he continued 
the Action; that Nunkoo Sing afterwards made a Stroke at Lieutenant Stalker; that the 
Rajah's People, who were now aſſembled in great Numbers both within and without, charged 
the Engliſh Sepoys Sword in Hand, and continued the Attack till Lieutenants Stalker and Scott, 
with all the Sepoys, were cut down; that the Deponent's Arm was ſtruck off by the Blow of a 
Scymetar; that he received ſeveral other Wounds, and at laſt fell, and that he continued there 
| among the Dead and the Wounded, until a Company of Sepoys came and carried off thoſe who 


remained alive. | "4k 
2 _., Biſhen Sing, Subadar. 
© Sworn before me (the Contents being | 2 Bi! 
firſt explained to the Deponent by EEO 
W. Davy Eſquire) this 3d Day of 
December 1781. Tp | 8 
E. Impey. 1 5 3 5 


K. * Nun. g. N. en * 
«Depoſition of Ruggoobur Sing, Orderly Sepoy to Lieut. Stalker. TR 


tte The Deponent (upon his Oath) ſays, He went with Lieutenant Stalker and Mr. Markham 
to Shewallah, where the Rajah Cheit Sing reſided, and that he went with them into the Preſence 
of the Rajah; that ſhortly after Two Companies of Sepoys arrived, with Two Gentlemen, whoſe 
Names the Deponent does not remember, being a newly-enliſted Sepoy; that thoſe Two Of- 
ficers came. in and continued with the Rajah and Lieutenant Stalker; that he the Deponent 
was directed by Lieutenant Stalker to attend, with Three other orderly Sepoys, in the Apartment 
where the Officers were ſitting with the Rajah; that the reſt of the orderly Sepoys remained 
without the Purdahs, which were let down in the Front of the Apartment; that he is unac- 
quainted with what paſſed without the Gate, where the Two Companies were, or what People 
were there on the Part of the Rajah. The Deponent does not recollect, nor can he, he ſays, 
relate the Circumſtances: which paſſed before the Attack commenced ; but in Reply to a Queſ- 
tion put to him, Whether Mr. Markbam's Chubdar, Cheit Ram, ſpoke to the Rajah ? 'he ſays, 
that faid Chubdar brought a Note to Lieutenant Stalker at the Time when the Rajah's People 
without were endeavouring to enter; that he delivered the Note to Lieutenant Stalker; that at 


this Time the Noiſe and Confuſion at the Gateway was very great; that the Chubdar went from 


Lieutenant Stalker toward Cheit Sing, who was then fitting at the Place where he performed 
his Devotions 3 that he told him to order his People to deſiſt; that he (the Chubdar) was Cheit 
Ram, and that the Rajah was but Cheit Sing; and that if he did not make his People deſiſt, 
he would confine him—Says, He was an Ear-witneſs to the foregoing ; that it was at this Mo- 
ment the Firing was heard, and the Attack began; that Lieutenant. Stalker's Hircarrah had his 
Sword; that he called to this Deponent to give him his Sword, which he did, and ſtood behind 
Lieutenant Stalker by his Orders, with the Scabbard in his Hand, until that Officer fell; that he 
was ſoon after cut down himſelf ; that he was deprived of Senſe, and knows nothing of what 
paſſed afterwards. | „ 
4 The Mark of Ruggoobur Sing, Sepoy (a).“ 
* Sworn before me (the Contents being 
firſt explained to the Deponent by 
W. Davy Eſquire) this 3d Day of 
December 1781. 
E. Impey.)“ 
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« [NINTH PARCEL, 


« No. 9. A. 
4 Affida vit of Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, 


*« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, on his Oath, faith, That he left Lucknow on the 19th Auguſt 
1781, and joining the Nabob Vizeer at about Ten Coſs diftant, proceeded with him towards 
anaris, with an Intention to meet the Governor General, who was expected ſhortly at Lucknow: 
That about Three or Four Days after his Departure, he heard of the Diſturbance at Banaris, and 
of the Maſſacre of Three European Officers, with a Number of Sepoys, at the Inſtigation of 
Rajah Cheit Sing, which prevented the Governor General's ſetting out for Lucknow, as he had 
intended; and on his Arrival at Doudnagur, on the 24th of the ſame Month, he received im- 
perfect Accounts, through the Channel of the Vizeer's public Intelligence, of the Retreat of the 
Governor General and his Party to Chunargur; and the fame Account, as well as many others, 
ſet forth, that the Rajah Cheit Sing had iſſued his moſt poſitive Orders to all the Zemeedars and 
Officers of his Government, to put every European to Death that they could lay hold of; to ſeize 
and ſeverely punifh any Natives who ſhould be found in the Service of or connected with the 
Engliſh; and in 83 to uſe every Means in their Power to promote an Inſurrection through 
out the Country; for which they ſhould be liberally rewarded : That he had alſo written Perwan- 
nahs, or Letters, to many of the Zemeedars of the Vizeer's Country, encouraging them to raiſe 
Diſturbances in their reſpective Diſtricts, and to aſſiſt him with Troops; for which he promiſed 
them large Sums of Money: That this Report was made to him repeatedly, through various 
Channels, and implicitly credited not only by himſelf, but he firmly believes by the Vizeer and 
every Man in his Retinue : That in conſequence of theſe Occurrences, the Vizeer, who had left 
Lucknow with a very ſmall Force, determined to wait for Reinforcements before he proceeded ; 
and accordingly, ſummoning his Troops from all Quarters, halted at Huſſanpoor until they joined 
him: That on the 31ſt of ſaid Month he, this Deponent, in Company with the Vizeer, left Huſ- 
ſanpoor, and proceeded towards Chunargur : That on his Arrival at or near the Village of 
Gopee Gunge, he heard from ſeveral different Perſons, whoſe Names he does not at preſent re- 
collect, that a Number of dead Bodies were ſeen, ſome in a Well ſituated near ths Road Side, 
and others lying on the open Plain, partly covered with looſe Earth, or Sand, that had been 
thrown over them: That theſe Bodies were ſuppoſed and generally believed to be the Bodies of 
Dauck Hircarrahs, and other Travellers dependant on. the Engliſh, who had been ſeized and 
murdered in conſequence of the aforefaid Orders of Rajah Cheit Sing: That this Deponent did 
not ſee the Bodies, but had not a Doubt of the Truth of the Story, as it was mentioned by 
ſeveral Perſons at the Time they were paſſing the Place, and afterwards by others who had ftop- 
ped to ſee them: That in a ſmall Mud-Fort and Village near the Place where the Bodies were 
diſcovered, he, this Deponent, heard from Almas Ally Khan, a principal Farmer of the Nabob 
Vizeer's Revenue, that there were ſeveral hundred armed Men aſſembled in the Service of Rajah 
Cheit Sing; but for what particular Purpoſe he did not learn: That fome Days after his (this 
Deponent's) Arrival at Chunar, he was informed by Two Hircarrahs, who brought him an Ex- 
preſs from the Aumil of Illahabad, that in paſſing through Gopee Gunge they had feen the dead 
es of Two Eutopeans, who they ſuppoſed had been murdered by-the Inhabitants of thar 
Place: That he heard at the Time, and believed, and does ſtill believe, that much Encourage- 
ment, and ſome actual Aid in the raiſing of Troops, was given Rajah Cheit Sing by Behar Ally 
Khan and Jewar Ally Khan, the Two principal Eunuchs and Counſellors of the Vizeer's Mother 
at Fyzabad ; and that their Conduct, as well as that of their Dependants, during the Continuance 
of the Diſturbances at Banaris, manifeſted a ſtrong Diſaffection to the Engliſh: That he further 
heard from his own News-writer ſtationed at Fyzabad, that a Vakeel, or Agent, from Rajah Cheit 
Sing had been received at that Place, and allowed to remain under the Protection of the ſaid 
Eunuchs ; but for what particular Purpoſe, or what was the Nature of his Commiſſion or Nego- 


ciations, this Deponent not been able to diſcover. 
Nathaniel Middleton. 


&« Sworn this a 5th Day of No- 
vember 1781, before me, 
E. Impey. 


« NuMB. 9. B. 
« Affidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Alexander Hannay. 


Alexander Hannay Eſquire, Lieutenant Colonel, commanding a Corps of his Excellency the 
Vizeer Afﬀof-ud-Dowlah's Sepoys, on his Oath, declares, to the beſt of his Remembrance and 
Belief, the following Circumſtances _— the State of the Country he was ſtationed. in, and 

the Reports that prevailed there during the Months of September. and October 1781 :—That, in 

obedience to Orders he received from his Excellency the Nabob Vizeer for that Purpoſe, on the 
23th of Auguſt 1781, be iſſued Orders for forming a Derachment, conſiſting of One thouſand 
3 | Sepoys, 
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Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five thouſand Horſe, from the Troops under his Command, to aſſemble 
at Akberpoor, on the Road leading to Jowarpoor : That Eight Companies of Sepoys, Two Guns, 
and about One hundred Horſe of the ſaid Detachment, were ordered to crofs the Gogta at the 
Chowra Ghaut, and proceed to Akberpoor: That Two Compames of Sepoys, Two Guns, and 
the Remainder of the Horſe, were ordered to croſs at * encamp on the Rumna until 
the Arrival of the Deponent, who was from thence to march them to Akberpoor, the appointed 
Rendezvous of the Detachment: That the Deponent arrived at Fyzabad on the Evening of the 
7th of September, with the Intention of parfuing his March to Akberpoor the next Morning; 
but was detained, from the Horſemen having been ſeduced into the Town, where they were 
tampered with by the Servants and Agents of the Begums to decline proceeding further with 
him: That the Subadars of the Two Companies of S:poys repreſented to him, that Guards were 
placed (ſaid by the Authority of the Begums), to prevent the Sepoys, of any one connected with 
the Engliſh, from entering the Town; and upon Enquiry, it apprared that ſuch Reprefencation 
was true: That the Deponent learnt from various, and what he deemed Information to be de- 
pended on, that the Agents of Rajah Cheit Sing were publicly ſuffered to raiſe Troops in Fyzabad ; 
and that the Eunuchs of both Begums encouraged the People to enter into his Service, particu- 
larly Jewar Ally Khan, who was repreſented to have gone into the Chouk for this Purpoſe : That 
the Deponent was credibly informed, that Two or Three Days before his Arrival at Fyzabad, a 
Man named Sheakh Khan had marched from thence, in order to join Rajah Cheit Sing, with 
about a Thouſand Horſe and Foot, and thar ſeveral other Detachments had before proceeded 
from thence with the ſame Defign. Theſe Tranſactions were of ſo public Notoriety, and ſo gene- 
rally believed, that the Deponent deemed it his Duty to 7 their Impropriety to the Bow .. 
Begum *, but could obtain no Anſwer. On the Evening of the 8th of September, the Deponent 
received a Letter from Lieutenant Gordon, who was on his March to join him at Akberpoor, 
informing him that he had been attacked on his March from Chowrah Ghaut by great Bodies of 
Men, aſſembled to oppoſe him; and that on his Arrival at Taundeh, the Conduct of Shumſheer 
Khan, the Begum's Aumil of that Place, had effected the Loſs of his Detachment, as appears 
from the following Copy of his Letter to the Deponent, relating the Circumſtances of that unhappy 
Diſaſter. | | | 


« Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant John Gordon to Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, dated at 
| Taundeh, the 1oth of September 1781. 


J had the Honour to write you on the 8th Inſtant, acquainting you with the Diſaſter which 
. happened to my Detachment ; and I now beg leave to lay before you the Particulars of that 
* unfortunate Affair. ts X 

« When I croſſed the h, on the 6th, at Chowrah, with the Four Companies of Sepoys, 
« and about Eighty Horſe (in all near 400), I ſaw that the Country was diſaffected: My Force, 
« however, I judged to be quite ſufficient to join you at Akberpoor; indeed, I did not conceive 
« chat his Excellency's Troops, marching to join him by his Order, could meet with any 
« Tnterruption. ih 

« On the 7th, at Day- break, I marched; and about Half a Mile from Chowrah, when croſſing 
« a Nullah, where 1 had ſent Boats Overnight, I obſerved great Bodies of Men aſſembled to 
« oppoſe my March: I immediately made what I judged to be the beſt Diſpoſition of my fmall 
Corps; and the Behaviour of the Men did them great Credit; for though during the whole 
« of the March of Eight Coſs, we were attacked, and often ſurrounded, by incredible Num- 
« bers of . yet we conſtantly beat them off, killing and wounding many of them; and 
« arrived, with very little Loſs, about One o' Clock in the Afternoon, at the Teerea Nullah, 
« which runs by Taundeh, bringing the whole of our Bazar and Baggage in the moſt complete 
« Safety. I now imagined myſelf in a Friead's Country, and intended croſſing the Nullah, that 
« my People might halt for the Day, and refreſh after their fatiguing March: For this Purpoſe 
« ] ordered my Bazar and Baggage to be ſent over, and Part of the Sepoys to ſtand to their 
« Arms: A great Number of our Enemies were ſtill in Sight; but judge of my Surpriſe, when 
cc J was informed that the Boats were all on the other Side of the Nullah, and that none of 
« them were permitted to croſs, I immediately wrote to the Begum's Aumil, Shumſheer Khan, 
« acquainting him, that I was marching with the Vizeer's Troops, by his Orders, to join him; 
e that I was aſtoniſhed at his ſtopping the Ghaut, and deſired he would fend Boats for the 
* Tranſport of my Detachment, To this no Anſwer was made; but immediately Three Guns 
% were brought near the Ghaut, and pointed to us; and a Number of Nujjeebs were poſted on 
© the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if anybody paſſed. It is proper to remark 
<« here, that near the Ghaut there were a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scott, whoſe 
« Gomaſtah, notwithſtanding his moſt earneſt Entreaties, was prevented from ſending them by 
« Shymſheer Khan; and even the Plunder of his Factory and his Life were threatened, if, he 
« attempted ĩt. When I found this to be the Caſe, I took poſſeſſion of a very ſtrong Ground, 
te ſurrounded on Three Sides by the River and Nullah ; on the Fourth Side, where only I could 
© be attacked by the Country People, I ordered the Sepoys to make a Breaſt- work, by piling 


* .he Nabob Vizcer's Mother, called in the Narrative Navaub Allea. 
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tt up Planks, of which there were a great Number; and as I had Ammunition and Proviſions, 
] intended to wait there until I could procure Boats, or diſcover a Ford. While I was thus 
© employed, 1 found that Mahommed Ruzza Beg, the Jemmadar of Horſe, had ſwam acroſs 
e the Nullah, and procured Permiſſion for his People to follow him, which. they immediately 
« did, No Anſwer coming from the Fougedar, I deſired my Moonſhy to go to him, and ex- 
& plain the Matter; he accordingly went to the Ghaut, and demanding a Paſſage, he was 
e refuſed, and inſulted. in Terms the moſt opprobrious to the Engliſh, He returned; and telling 
« me this, I ordered him to take an Elephant and ſwim over; but when he attempted to enter 
cc the Nullah with the Animal, the Nujjeebs pointed their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him 
« to deſiſt: The Sepoys ſeeing this, and that the Horſemen were permitted to ſwim - acroſs, 
„ naturally imagined that the Objection was to the Engliſh only, and their Adherents; they 
« thought it ſafeſt to abandon me, whom they muſt have concluded to be devoted, and, 
« throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the Example of the | Horſemen in 
« ſwimming acroſs the Nullah, making a Merit with Shumſheer Khan of giving me up to my 
« Fate. One of the Subadars repreſented to Two others the Folly of their ſuffering for One Per- 
« ſon; and propoſed to them to deliver me up to.Shumſheer Khan, or to the Country People; 
“ but this Propoſal they rejected with Scorn : The Deſertion however was almoſt complete; for 
ec jn a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men remained, including Officers. It 
cc was now almoſt Evening, when Mr. Scott's Gomaſtah, with great Difficulty, at laſt obtained 
« Permiſſion from the Fougedar to ſend One Boat; but it came too late to render any effeQual 
&« Service; for with the few Sepoys who remained, Command was at an end; and, as moſt of 
ce my Servants had gone off, my Baggage was left a Prey to the Banditti, who ſoon carried off 
« and deſtroyed it. Some Things, which a few of my Servants brought with them, they gave 
„ in Charge of the Fougedar's People, to take care of them; but they reſerved them for them- 
„ ſelves, or rather for the Fougedar; and ug many of my Things were ſeen in his Houſe, 

J never could recover a ſingle Article. I am ſtill in Mr. Scott's Factory, which there is every 
« Reaſon to think will be attacked, as Numbers of People are aſſembled in the Neighbourhood 
« for that Purpoſe; and as the Fougedar poſitively refuſes to grant the leaſt Aſſiſtance, God knows 
c what may be the Conſequence: However, as it is evident that Shumſheer Khan was the ſole 
« Cauſe of this Diſaſter, I hope that exemplary Puniſhment will be inflited on him, and if I 
« ſurvive I doubt not but I ſhall be reimburſed for what I loſt by his Villany. | 
I have the Honour to be, &c. 

J. Gordon, Lieut.” 


The Deponent further ſaith, That both from Obſervation and Information, he doth believe 
that a general and univerſal Inſurrection took place, before the 15th of September, in all the 
Country to the Eaſtward of the Gogra, from Mangee to Baraitch, and on its Weſlera Banks 
from the Borders of the Banaris Diſtricts to the Extremity of Kheirabad; that it was created 
and fomented by the Agents of Rajah Cheit Sing, diſaffected People at Fyzabad, and about the 
Vizeer's Court; and that the Expulſion of the Engliſh was its Object. In the Diſtricts of 
| Gooruckpoor, and indeed in all the Pergunnahs below Fyzabad, it was generally aſſerted, and 
the Deponent never heard the Aſſertion contradicted, ' that the Rajah Cheit Sing furniſhed the 
principal Zemeedars, particularly the Rajahs Futteh Saw, Genoo Roy,» Ajeet Mull, Zalim 
Sing, and Perty Pall Sing, with conſiderable Sums of Money, in order to ſubſiſt the Force they . 
collected on this Occaſion ; and that he granted them oſtenſible Certificates under his. Seal, en- 
gaging to diſcharge whatever Expence they might incur in the. Service of the Inſurrectjion. 
Theſe Certificates and Perwannahs they received, or. pretended to have received, under the 
Seal of the Vizeer, confirming them in their hereditary Zemeedaries; and appointing them 
Aumils on the Part of the Sirkar in their reſpective Pergunnahs, gained them an unbounded 
Influence over the Inhabitants. The Aumils of the Country in general were obliged to fly from 
their Stations; the Nujjeebs and Sebundy joined the Inſurgents, or diſperſed ; all Ferry-boats 
were ſunk or deſtroyed ; many of the Dauck Hircarrahs were ſlain, and the reſt obliged to fly, 
which effectually cut off all Correſpondence, as well as Communication, and the Country 
remained in a State of Diſtraction which cannot well be deſcribed, until the Beginning of Oc- 
tober; when the News of our Succeſs at Banaris, and the Nabob's Return to Lucknow, calmed 
the Tumult. | 
« Sworn this 26th Day of November Alexander Hannay, 
1781, before me, 455 | 
E. Impey. 


% 


Nun. 9. C. 
« Affidavit of Major M Donald. 


* John M Donald, Eſq; Major commanding the Nabob Aſſoff- ud-Dowlah's Third Battalion of 
Sepoys, on Oath ſaith, That he the Deponent was ſtationed at Amora, to aſſiſt the Aumil in col- 
lecting the Company's Tunka, alſo to protect the Subjects of his Excellency the Vizeer from the 
hs pot of Zalim Sing, the Rebel Rajah of the aforementioned Place Amora, alſo the At- 
tacks of others his Adhereats : That the ſaid Deponent had been detached by Lieutenant Le 

J | FTI, was annay, 


_ ruckpoor 


2 and ü uſed in Fyzabad, by the Peons, Sepoys, and other Servants of Jewar Ally Khan and the 
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Hannay, ſome Time in February 1780, with a Body of Horſe and Foot, in Purſuit of the above- 
mentioned Rajah. Zalm Siog,, who, beſides ſequeſtering the Rents of the Pergunnah, had com- 
pelled the I itants to quit the Diſtrict; and further, wantonly, and . Cauſe, mur - 
dered Twa af the principal Cannoongoes of the Pergunnah aforeſaid. The Deponent could not 
come up with. the flying Rajab, but followed him until he rook to a large Jungle, that bounded 
the Country of the Vizeer to the Eaſtward, and is the Weſtermoſt Limit of the Zemeedary of 
Cheit Sing, Rajah of Banaris. Zalim Sing was there received in the moſt friendly Manner, and 
Protection promiſed him. On this, the Deponent ſent proper Spies to watch the Motions of 
Rajah Zalim Sing, and returned himſelf with the Troops to his Station at Amora : That the 
ent learned by the Spies left about Zalim Sing, that he was allowed to reſide openly under 
the Protection of Cheit Sing, and had Villages, alſo Lands, aſſigned for the Maintenance of 
himſelf and Followers, 2 | ii 
« About the Twentieth of Auguſt laſt, the Deponent was informed, Cheit Sing had, after 
putting to Death Three Engliſh Officers, and Two hundred and Fifty Sepoys, fled from Ba- 
naris, and openly ſet up the Standard of Rebellion, inviting all Perſons, who could procure 
Arms, to repair to him, and by fighting under his Banner extirpate the Fringies. The Road 
by which the Poſt uſually travelled. from Banaris, became impaſſable from the numerous Parties, 
it was faid, Cheit Sing had ſent out, to cut off all Communication betwixt the Honourable 
Governor General and the different Stations of the Army. As the Deponent could not obtain any 
authentic Account of the State of Affairs, he thought it beſt to ſend out Perſons to all Parts for 
Information, that be might judge from the State of the Country how Matters ſtood at the Place 
of the greateſt Moment. The Country of the daring Rebel Cheit Sing, and the City of Fyza- 
bad, ſeemed to the Deponent the moſt likely Places to furniſh the wiſhed Intelligence. In 
the latter Place it was reported, firſt, that the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſq; had been 
maſſacred at Banaris; then, that he had been cut off on his Way to Chunar; at laſt it was faid 
the Honourable Governor General was in Chunargur, but muſt ſoon fall into the Hands 'of the 
Banaris Rebel, as no Relief could poſſibly reach the Place in Time to ſave it; and that ſhort! 
the Deſtruction of every Engliſhman in theſe Parts would be effected. From the Banatis Dit- 
tric the Deponent learat, Cheit Sing had ſummoned the Zemeedars of his Raje to join him 
with all the Troops they could raiſe, promiſing preſent Pay to thoſe bearing Arms, and a Re- 
miſſion of a Year's Rent to all who repaired to his Standard. Many Rebels wha had fled the 
Company's and Nabob's Territories, and taken Refuge in his Zetmeedary, were furniſhed with 
> „ and joined by ſuch Zemeedars, belonging to the aforeſaid Banaris rebel, as lay too far 
iſtant from the principal Scene of Action, to make a Diverſion both towards the Company's 
Lands and thoſe Parts of his Excellency's Dominions under the Charge of Engliſh Officers, and 
endeavour to cut them all off, and thereby prevent any Aſſiſtance being ſent from either Gog- 
or Bahraich, His Excellency the Vizeer repaired to Sultanpoor about this Time, 
which prevented the Rebel Zalim Sing, alſo, Perry Pall Sing, the Rebel of Buſty, from quit- 


ting the Jungle; but they were buly in making the neceſſary Preparations, by raiſing of Men, 


with the Money ſaid to be ſent them by Cheit Sing ia Fyzabad : The Khajahs of the Vizeer's 
Grandmother, as well as thoſe of the Bow Begum, were raiſing Men under various Pretences, 
and making every Preparation that might be neceſſary either for offenſive or defenfive War. 
the Time the Nabob lay encamped at Sultanpoor, the Deponent's People were inſulted 


Two Begums, as were all who made uſe of the Engliſh Name, or were ſuppoſed ro have any Con- 
nection of the Kind; but on its being known there that his Excellency had moved towards Chunar, 
no one who was a Servant of the Engliſh could get Admittance into the City, but by Stealth, or in 
Diſguiſe ; even the Duack from Lucknow was not allowed to paſs through as formerly, but 2 
to make a large Circuit, and the Hircarrahs put on different Appearances to paſs unnoticed to 
Amora, After the Departure of the Nabob from Sultanpoor, as before mentioned, the Rebels, 
who had been driven from the Province of Gooruckpoor, began moving towards the Gogra. The 
Zemeedars of Amora, where the Deponent then reſided, alſo thoſe of the adjacent Pcrgunnahs, 
held frequent Meetings, and ſeemed big with ſome great Plan. On or about the 2gth of Auguſt, 
the Deponent received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, informing him, that his Ex- 
cellency the Nabob had written to him (Colonel Hannay) to join him immediately with a thou- 
ſand Sepoys, Four Guns, and Five hundred Horſe. Four hundred Sepoys of the Deponent's 
Battalion were ordered for this Service; allo his Battalion Gyns, and a hundred Horſe that be- 
longed to the Amora Station, were withdrawn, to make up the Number required by his Excel- 
lency. No ſooner was this made public, than the Zemeedars abſented themſelyes; and the De- 
ponent learnt from all Parts of che Country, that every Man was getting ready his Arms, and 
that Cheit Sing's Name was in every Body's Mouth; that every Rajah in the Country had de- 


| clared for him: That the Deponent endeavoured to get ſome Nujjeebs to ſupply the Place of the 


Troops called away; but all in vain ; every Attempt was rendered abortive by the Machinatjons 
of the Khajahs belonging to the Two Begums at Fyzabad; and every Soul in that City ſeemed, 
from their Conduct and Converſation, to look upon the Engliſh as on the very Eve of Extermi- 
—  ——————————— — —— * — — — — 
Eunuchs. 3 
SN Bo nation; 


( 686 ) 


nation, forbidding any one to, ſerve the Fringies, but to repair to Cheit Sing and Saadut Ally 
Nay, every Method and Way were tried to ſeduce the Sepoys from the. Deponent's' Battalion, 
which, however, did not ſucceed while remaining under his Eye, but had the deſired Effect upon 
the Nujjeeb and Sebundy. After the Sepoys, Guns, and Horſe had croſſed the Gogra, there 
was an End to all Government in that Part of the Country where the Deponent reſided. Not 
an Article of any Kind was to be had; and but for the Deponent's having foreſeen the Situation 
he ſhould be in, and provided accordingly, he would have been under the Neceſſity of leaving 
his Station, from the Want of Proviſions. Thus ſurrounded on all Sides by lurking Enemies 
(for there was no knowing who to treat otherwiſe), the Deporent knew not when or from what 
Quarter the Blow was to be ſtruck ; but on the 8th of September it broke out in all Parts. 
All Out Poſts were driven into Camp; the Roads in an Inſtant ſecured by armed Parties; 
Hircarrahs murdered, Sepoys attacked, and the intended Deſtruction of every Engliſhman 
openly declared, not only throughout the Pergunnah, Towns, and Villages, but even in the 
City of Fyzabad. To ſuch Lengths was it carried by the People of Jewar Ally Khan, and 
other Khajahs belonging to the Begums, that the Women of the Deponent's Camp, that were 
ſent acroſs the Gogra to be out of the Way of Danger, being obnoxious from the Connection, 
were refuſed that Protection which the Sex in every Country meets with, but particularly in 
Hindoſtan claims as a Right. From the above Date, the Deponent was confined to the Limits 
of his Camp, nor had he any Road open but that to Rye Ghaut, oppoſite Owd, at which Place 
Lieutenant Colonel Hannay then lay with a very ſmall Force; while the Country around him, 
alſo the City of Fyzabad, ſeemed ready to commence Hoſtilities. On the 1oth of September, 
Rajah Zalim Sing, accompanied by other rebellious Rajahs, appeared with a numerous Force 
on the Banks of the Gogra oppoſite to Amora, The Deponent's Spies brought him Intelligence 
from the Rebel's Camp, that his, the Deponent's Property, likewiſe that of all his Camp, was 
already divided; that the Deponent's Horſes, Camels, &c. Things worth Notice, the 
Rajah Zalim Sing reſerved to himſelf; the reſt was to be given up to thoſe who could get it. 
Moreover the Deponent faith, his People informed him that Rajah Zalim Sing had produced a 
Paper, which he, the Rajah, ſaid was a Sunnud from the Nabob, reſtoring him to his Zemee- 
dary, appointing him Collector of the adjacent Pergunnahs, Buſty and Naggar, alſo that he had 
the Nabob's Directions to drive the Fringies out of his Diſtricts ; that he only waited for the Site“ 
(Boats being already provided, from Fyzabad, which the Deponent knew abſolutely to be the 
Caſe) to croſs the Gogra, and carry the Nabob's Orders into Execution. Further, that his Ex- 
cellency had altered his Sentiments regarding the Part he was to take in. the preſent Conteſt ; 
that his Excellency ſet out with the Intent of adhering to his Treaty with the Company, bur 
that Mirza Saadut Ally wrote him he was to blame if he gave any Aſſiſtance ; that now was the 
Time to ſhake off the Engliſh Yoke; that it might not be 333 to declare himſelf at once; 
that he had only to ſtand neuter, and, under Pretence of defending themſelves, direct his Subjects 

to take Arms, and endeavour to prevent the Junction of the Engliſh Forces, when the Matter 
would work of itſelf: Further, to direct the Aumils to ſend no more Supplies of Money, which 

would cauſe the Sepoys to leave the Engliſh Service for want of Pay, while themſelves would 
have Plenty of Money. In the City of Fyzabad the ſame Language prevailed as to the Money 
Part, and Stoppage of the Tunka, until the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan thought proper to iſſue 
the Grants. During the Night of the oth of September Rajah Zalim Sing croſſed the Gogra, and 
advanced within Four Coſs of the Deponent's Camp; on the t»vening of the 11th the aforeſaid 
Rajah puſhed Three Poſts to within a Mile of the Deponent's Lines, and was to have moved from 
his Camp with his main Body when the Moon roſe. Thus ſituated, it was thought expedient, 
for the Safety of both Parties, that the Deponent ſhould join Lieutenant Colonel Hannay while yet 
a Paſſage was open; accordingly, about Two in the Morning of the 12th of September, the Depo- 
nent quitted his Camp at Amora, and marched to Rye Ghaut. Ihe Deponent was ſcarcely out of his 
Camp, when the Rajah's People ruſhed into it, ſeizing all they could find, and murdered ſome - 
unhappy Prrſons who had neglected to move in Front of the Deponent's Party. The Deponent 
reached Rye Ghaut at Sunriſe of the 12th. As ſoon as it was known at Fyzabad, that Zalim Sing 
was in Poſſeſſion of Amora, the whole City was in an Uproar from Joy ; and the Deponent heard 
the Report and ſaw the Smoke of Guns that were diſcharged at Fyzabad, he believes on the 
Occaſion, The Deponent faith, He believed the Reports as before related at that Time, and ſtill 
is of Opinion the Threats therein contained were intended to be carried into Execution had 
the League been ſucceſsful; nor did the Deponent then (or even at this Moment) doubt but 
what the Begums at Fyzabad and their Khajahs were in a League with Cheit Sing, the Banaris 
Rebel; and the Deponent is of Opinion that the whole of the Diſturbances that happened in the 
Parts where he reſided, took its riſe from the Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing; and the Deponent is 
further of Opinion, that it would not have extended itſelf ſo wide in the ſhort Time it really did, 
had it not been a Matter pre concerted, and brought to light by mere Chance, ere properly ripe 
for Execution: And the Deponent further ſaith, That he is of Opinion, from the many Conver- 
ſations he the Deponent has held with ſeveral Perſons, Inhabitants of the Rebel Cheit Sing's 
Country, that the Rebellion has been meditating even ſome Years; that the Deponent was in- 
formed the Matter was abſolutely debated in the Year 1779, and prevented only by the Voice of. 


* Fortunate Hour, 
a Perſon 
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a Perſon about the Rajah; to whoſe Judgment much Deference was pad by the Rajah Bulwanc 
Sing, / Father of the Rebel. | | 9 | LY 5 0533 


2 J. Macdonald 
Sworn before me this 27th 1 
Day of November 1 2 
| . Impey: 
ce Nun. 9. | D. | 1 
& Affdavit of Captain David Williams; 8 1 


David Williams Eſquire, Captain of the Firſt Battalion of his Excellency the Vizier Aſſof-· ud- 
Dowlah's Sepoys, on his Oath declares, to the beſt of his Remembrance and Belief, the fol- 
lowing Circumſtances reſpecting the State of the Country he was ſtationed in, the Reports that 
prevailed there, and his own Situation in it, during the Months of September and October 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one. Upon hearing that the Rebellion of Rajah Cheir 
Sing at Banaris had become of a very ſerious Nature; he deemed it requiſite to repair imme- 
diately to his Station at Gungowah, in the Diſtrict of Gooruckpoor ; accordingly he left Lucknow, 
by Dauck; on the Firſt of September, and reached Sakrora the ſame Evening; on the Second, 
he arrived at Amora, and on the Third at Gooruckpoor. Upon the Road between Buſty and 
Meergunge, a * hr belonging to Major M Donald's Battalion overtook him, and gave him 
Information that the Rebels had attacked a Poſt in the Jungle, which they had carried. On his 
Arrival at Gooruckpoor, the Jemmadar who commanded in the Fort acquainted him, that the 
Rajabs Futteh Saw, Genoo Roy, and Ajeet Mull, had received a very conſiderable Sum of Money 
from Rajah Cheit Sing, to enable them to .commence Hoſtilities in Gooruckpoor, and in the 
Company's Diſtricts; and that they had croſſed the Gogra, and alſo, that they had. Promiſes 
of conſiderable Sums of Money and Supplies of Men upon commencing their Operations: 
The Fourth, in the Evening, he arrived at Gungowah, and had the ſame Reports confirmed to 
him by his Commandant, and moſt of the People of that Place. On the Fifth and Sixth, he 
got all Things in Readineſs to proceed, agreeable to the following Orders from Colonel Hannay, 
to Ackberpoor. | 7/403 * 


13 T＋To Captain Williams, comtnanding at Gooruckpoor. 2095: 
« Sir, 2 | . E EC TEST is d 
« Having received the Vizeer's Orders to join him without Delay with the greateſt Part of 
« the Forces acting immediately under my Authority, I have to deſire; that immediately 
„on Receipt of this Letter, or as ſoon after as. poflible, you do march with the Two 
« Grenadier Companies of your Battalion complete, and your Battalion Guns, and proceed with 
all poſſible Expedition to Ackberpoor on the Road from Fyzabad to Sultanpoor, where 
you will receive further Orders. You will march by the Route of Gooruckpoor, and croſs 
the Gogra at Taundeh, where you will find three large Pattallies ready for your Paſſage. 
The Four Companies of your Battalion ſtationed at Buſty, Dooreaparah, Dumtreagunge, 
and Baunſy, have alſo received Orders to march; but as the utmoſt; Expedition is required, 
„ they will proceed immediately under the Command of Lieutenant Gordon, and not wait your. 
« Arrival. The Four Companies of your Battalion in Gooruckpoor, and with Hurdial Sing, 
« will remain under the Authority of Mahommed Shuffy Khan; and I have to deſire you will 
particularly inftruft the Subadars, commanding them to pay the ſtricteſt Attention to 
« ſuch Orders as they may receive from Mahommed Shuffy Khan during your Abſence. I 
* know not what Quantity of Ammunition the Four Companies at Buſty, . &c. have with them; 
but it will be neceſſary, if poſſible, to bring a Quantity with you ſufficient to ſupply. the 
whole Six Companies of your Battalion under Orders of March, with a Complement of Two 


<« deſiring him to yield you every Aſſiſtance in his Power, in order to procure Carriage for the 
* Tranſport of it. What elſe may be wanted to expedite your March, your own Prudence and 
« Zeal will ſuggeſt, and I have only to repeat it is neceſſary you ſhould make all poſſible Diſ- 
6C patch. : | N ; 
| | Alexander Hannay.” 


« On the Seventh he marched with Two Companies and Two Guns, having previouſly ſent 
Orders to the ſcattered Detachments to repair to Gongowah, there to remain under the Direc- 
tions of the Aumil, agreeable to Colonel Hannay's Orders. On the Eighth continued his March; 
on the Evening of the ſame Day certain Accounts were brought him, that the Boats on the Ri- 
vers and Nullahs were deſtroyed, and the whole Country te the Gogra up in Arms; and having 
alſo received Intelligence that Futteh Saw, Genoo Roy, and Ajeet Mull, with their Banditti, were 
encamped on the Road to Burragong, it determined him to return immediately to Gungowah, 
and proceed by the Way of Burragong and Chuprah to Buxar, to join Major Crawford's Regi- 
ment with the Two Companies and Two Guns; by taking which Route, he would have had an 
Opportunity of driving off that Party, which would have freed the Country from the principal 
Rebel. On the Ninth he returned to Gungowah; and, as — OLA in the Country 7 

: evidently 


* hundred Rounds a Man; and incloſed you will receive a Letter from“ Mahommed Shuffy. Khan, Sie inOrig. 


evidently to increaſe, ſince- the detached: Parties who were directed to repair to Gunguwah had 
been ſeverally attacked on their Way, as they came in, he ſent Orders ro Hurdial Sing, Com- 
mandant ſtationed at Itchmul, to repair with all Expedition to Gungowah with Two Companies 
and Guns belonging to the Fougedar of that Place, and in the Evening informed the Aumil 
Mahommed Shuffy Khan of his Intention of proceeding by Chuprah to Banaris, and gave him 
Advice reſpecting the Defence of the Country during his Abſence. The Detachment was order- 
ed to march on the Tenth. About One o'Clock in the Morning the Jemmadar attached to the 
Guns came and informed him that the Companies had mutinied, and would not march without 
having their Arrears paid them, In the M. he went to the Parade, and ordered the Men 
to fall in; they paraded with Reluctance and Difficulty, particularly the Left-hand Company, 
commanded by Khan Mahommed Subadar. When they were got under Arms, he acquainted 
them that he was concerned they were not paid ſo regularly as he could have wiſhed, but if there 
were any of them that were diſtreſſed for Subſiſtence, he would advance them as much of his-own 
Money as they required, as ſoon as they came to their Ground that Day; but that it was indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary that they ſhould march with all Expedition to attack a Party of Futtch Saw, 
&c.'s Troops, which had taken poſſeſſion of the Ghaut in the Jerry Jungle, before they ſhould 
have Time to fortify themſelves. They were ſilent; he directed them to march off. When they 
had gone about One hundred Vards from the Parade, One of the Men ſtepped out of his File, 
and demanded all the Arrears of Pay due to him; he immediately ſeized the Bayonet of the Mo- 
tineer, with an Intention of putting him to Death; when Six or Seven Men turned out, fixed 
their Bayonets, and made the ſame Demand; the Black Officers remained ſilent and inactive; he 
ordered his Commandant to march on, and ordered. the Mutineers to take off their Coats, as 
they were not worthy of being Soldiers, and that his Moonſhy would pay them their Arrears that 
Inftant ; many more joined them in a few Minutes, loaded their Pieces, laid hold of the Moon- 
ſhy, and were going to put him to Death. When he found that to be the Caſe, and that al- 
moſt the whole Two Companies were engaged in the Mutiny, he ordered the Party to return, 
as it was in vain to proceed. A ſhort Time after, the whole Party ſurrounded him, ſome with 
loaded Arms and fixed Bayonets, having alſo loaded the Guns with Grape, and with one Voice 
demanded their Arrears might be — off. He remonſtrated, that it was impoſſible for him to 
comply with their Demands, but that all the Money he had, or could get, ſnould be diſtributed 
amongſt them, if they would obey his Orders. For about Three Hours they behaved in the moſt 
licentious Manner, and were proceeding to break open the Treaſure Cheſt; at laſt, however, 
he prevailed upon them to receive Three Months Pay. Upon this wn Broke them they re- 
turned ti their Lines, but kept Centries at the Bungalow. After this ſent for the Two 
Subadars, and defired them to ſound the Men, and try if they could induce them, upon Pro- 
miſe of Forgiveneſs for what they had done, to return to their Duty. They came back, and re- 
orted, that they would conſent to obey upon thoſe Conditions. He went to the Parade in the 
— and promiſed them Forgiveneſs; upon which they took an Oath to obey his Orders, 
upon Condition that they were not to march to Banaris; ſo that it became impracticable to pro- 
ſecute the Intentions he had formed. However, in a few Hours more they again mutinied ; 
and, to the beſt of his Recollection, they propoſed to march to Banaris, and join Cheit Sing and 
Saadur Allg, who, as they ſaid, would pay them their Arrears, and make them great Men; 
adding, that all the Europeans were cut off, and that he, meaning the Deponent, was the only. 
Perſon left in the Country. In the Evening the Two Subadars Khan Mahommed and Buctour 
Sing came to him, and propoſed to carry him Priſoner to Banaris. On the Twelfth he repre- 
ſented to them, that if they did not immediately march to attack Futteh Saw, &c. who had al- 
ready poſted Detachments within Sight of the Cantonments, and, as he was informed, was lying 
near Huſſanpoor with near Seven thouſand Men, they would be diſtreſſed for Proviſion, ſmce the 
whole Country was in Arms. He ſent for all the Black Officers, and begged and intreated of 
them to uſe their Influence over the Men upon this Occaſion; but they were deaf to all he could 
ſay. Had they complied, he was confident of Succeſs againſt the Rebels, as Dadjoo Sing and Go- 
bindram Miſſer had engaged to make a Diverſion in his Favour upon their Rear, whilſt he at- 
tacked them in Front. In the Evening they came to a Determination to march to Fyzabad to the 
Begum; who they alto declared would pay them their Arrears, and take them into her Service; 
but on the Thirteenth, before they had carried theſe Intentions into Execution, he was joined by 
Hurdial Sing, with Two weak ſickly Companies; and having borrowed Money ſufficient to pay 
them the Three Months Pay which the others had received, and thereby render them upon an 
Equality, they remained ſtaunch, though every 22 Means had been taken by the Mutincers 
to corrupt them. Shortly after this he received Information, that the Fort of Gooruckpoor had 
been atracked by near Six thouſand Rebels. There was a Jemmadar and about Fifty Men in the 
Fort, who behaved moſt gallantly. The Attack commenced near Nine o'Clock in the Evening. 
They carried the outward Fort, which-was too extenſive; and the Party were obliged to retire to 
the Citadel, where there were upwards of Twe hundred Priſoners confined. They endeavoured 
to ſeize the Sepoys; in which Attempt Nineteen of them were put to death, and many wounded. 
The Attack continued till near Four o'Clock in the Afternoon; when Shawmut Khan, a Jemma- 
dar, and Nine Men, who had been ordered to march there from Puroonah, at the Beginning 6f 
the Diſturbances in the Country, arrived in the Town; the People told them to throw down theit 
Arms, and run off to the Jungles to ſave their Lives for it was impoſſible for them to get into 
| a 4 | the 
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the Fort, as it was ſurrounded by Six thouſand Rebels, who muſt catry it in a few Minutes. The 
Jemmadar, with admirable Preſence of Mind, replied, That he was only the advanced Party, and 
that the Captain and the Guns were cloſe after them; called out to a Man to run and bring them 
up, that the whole of the Rebels might be deſtroyed ; and immediately fired upon the Rebels. 
The Report inſtantly ſpreadz a Panic ſeized the whole, and they ran off in the utmoſt Confuſion. 
He joined the Jemmadar in the Fort with his Nine Men: They ſallied out after the Rebels, and 
cut off about Two hundred of them. During the Attacks, the Rebels frequently called out to the 
Jemmadar to deliver up the Place to them, as they had Perwannahs from the Begum, Cheit Sing, 
and Saadut Ally, for what they did. | | | 
« Having received Orders from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay to proceed towards him, and alſo a 
Letrer from Lieutenant Gordon, acquainting him that it was Colonel Hannay's Wiſh he ſhould 
Join him at Amora, informing him of the Lols of Two Companies of his Battalion which were 
with Lieutenant Gordon; on the Fifteenth he marched from Gongowah with the Aumil and 
Fougedars of the Country, and all the Stores of his Battalion. The March proved exceedingly 
fatiguing, on account of the Country's being under Water, and moſt of the Nullahs unfordable, 
and no proper Boats upon them for croſſing. On the Twentieth arrived at Gooruckpoor, where 
he found Two Companies belonging to his Battalion, which were directed to join Lieutenant 
Gordon, but not being able to effect it, they had been under the Neceſſity of returning to Goo- 
ruck poor, alſo a Company of Major M Donald's Battalion, which had been obliged to retire from 
Buſty. On the Nineteenth received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, which determined 
him to remain at Gooruckpoor till he received further Orders, and wrote a Letter in Anſwer, 
propoſing to march by the Route of Mugger and Buſty, to chaſtiſe Zalim Sing at Amora, and 


thought would be the moſt practicable Means of quieting the Rebellion in the Country. He was 
under a Neceſſity of borrowing Money to pay his Companies at Gooruckpoor, and alſo Majot 
M*Donald's Company, and to make up the Ammunition that was damaged by the Weather, and 
repair the Tumbrils and Limbers: His Battalion being ill furniſhed with Arms and Ammunition, 
and the Draft Cattle very bad, which retarded him much during his March to Gooruck- 

The Thirteenth received a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, and wrote for An- 
ſwer, that he would march for certain on the Second of October; but the Difficulty he found in 
procuring a ſufficient Quantity of Proviſion, and Carriage for it, as the whole Country was 
hoſtile, and Bodies of armed Men, to the Amount of ſeveral Thouſands, were actually in the 


for him to march till the Sixth. During the Time he remained at Gooruckpoor, it was currently 
reported and given out by the rebellious Rajahs, that they ated in conformity to the Orders they 


Country, and to deſtroy the Engliſh wherever they found them. Many Letters were Intercepted, 
bur the neceſſary Care was not taken of them, and they were either deſtroyed or loſt, Having 
the Raubty and ſeveral Nullahs to croſs, he did not reach Baunſy till the Ninth, which is diſtant 
about Two-and-twenty compured Coſs. On the Ninth in the Evening a violent Storm of Rain 
began, which laſted to the Sixteenth, with ſcarcely an Hour's Intermiſſion, which rendered it 
totally impracticable to march during that Time, as the whole Country was overflown, and the 
Rivers quite full, The March from Sakrora was extremely tedious and difficult, great Delays 
being occaſioned by the Neceſſity he was under of making Bridges, added to the Interruptions 
he ſuffered from the frequent Skirmiſhes he had with the People of the different Diſtrits he 
paſſed through. On the 23d he arrived at Goondah, and on the Day following joined Colonel 
Hannay at Sakrora, with Eight Companies of his own Battalion, and a Company of Major 
M*Donald's Battalion. The Aumils and Fougedars of Gooruckpoor came under his Protection, 


brought with him, being the only one in the Diſtrift he commanded. During his March 

Gooruckpoor to Sakrora, the Rebels who haraſſed gave out, that every Meaſyre they took was 
in compliance wich the Directions they received from the Begum, Saadut Ally, and Cheit Sing. 
Since the Time of his being appointed to the Command of the Battalion, in January One thou- 
ſand Seven hundred and Eighty-one, he has only received Two Months Pay, on its Account, 
from his Excellency the Vizeer, to the preſent Time, November the Twenty-ſeventh: His Bat- 
talion was diſperſed in ſuch a Manner, and at ſo great a Diſtance, that he hardly ever had above 


Two Companies with him, till they joined him by Degrees. During the Rebellion, he continually - 
adviſed Colonel Hannay of his Situation, but it appears few of his Letters reached him, as the 


Communication was ſhut up. 


« Sworn this 27th Day of November D. Williams, | 
1781, before me, Captain, commanding the iſt Battalion of 
E. Impey. his Excellency the Vizeer's Sepoys. 


Nux. 


Lieutenant Colonel Hannay ſhould advance by the Route of Mahadea to Amora, which he 


Town; added to the heavy Rain which fell on the Fourth and Fifth, rendered it impracticable 


had received from Cheit Sing, Saadut Ally, and the Begums, to raiſe an Inſurrection in the 


and a Number of People in Office in the Collections; the Gun belonging to the Fougedery he / 
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% Num. 9. E. 
* Affidavit of Captain John Gordon. 


e John Gordon Eſquire, Captain in the Corps of Sepoys of his Excellency Aſſof- ud-Dowlah, Na. 
bob Vizeer, on his Oath ſaith, That he croſſed the Gogra on the Sixth of September at Chowrah, 
with Four Companies of Sepoys, and about Eighty Horſe (in all near 400) under his Command; 
that he ſaw the Country was diſaffected, but judged his Force to be ſufficient to join Colonel Han- 
nay at Akberpoor; indeed the Deponent did not conceive that his Excelleney's Troops, marchin 

to join him by his Command, could meet with any Interruption, On the 7th, at Day-break, the 
Deponent marched, and about Half a Mile from Chowrah, when croſſing a Nullah, he obſerved 
great Bodies of Men aſſembled to oppoſe his March; he immediately made what he judged to be 
the beſt Diſpoſition of his ſmall Corps, and the Behaviour of the Men did them great Credit; for 
though, during the whole of the March of Eight Coſs, they were attacked and often ſurrounded 
by incredible Numbers of People, yet they conſtantly beat them off, killing and wounding many 
of them, and arrived, with very little Loſs, about One o' Clock in the Afternoon, at the Tereea 
Nullah, which runs by Taundeh, bringing the whole of the Bazar and Baggage in the moſt perfect 
Safety; the Deponent then imagined himſelf in a Friend's Country, and intended croſſing the Nul- 
lah, that his People might halt for the Day and refreſh after their very fatiguing March; for this 
Purpoſe he ordered the Bazar and Baggage to be ſent over, and Part of the Sepoys to and to 
their Arms, as great Numbers of their Enemies were {till in Sight; but his Surprize was extreme 
when he was informed, that the Boats were all on the other Side of the-Nullah, and that none of 
them were permitted to croſs. The Deponent immediately wrote 4 Letter to the Begum's Aumil, 
Shumſheer Khan, acquainting him that he was marching wth the Vizeer's Troops, by his Order, 
to join him; that he, the Deponent, was aſtoniſhed at his ſtoþping the Ghavt; and deſiring Boats 
might be ſent for the Tranſport of the Detachment. To this no Anſwer was made, but imme- 
diately Three Guns were brought near the Ghaut, and pointed to the Detachment, and a Number 
of Matchlock Men were poſted on the Banks of the Nullah, who threatened to fire if anybody 
paſſed. - There were then near the, Ghaut a great many large Boats belonging to Mr. Scott, whole 
Gomaſtah, notwithſtanding his utmoſt Intteaties, was prevented from ſending them by Shumfheer 
Khan; who threatened the Plunder of his Factory, and even his Life, if he attempted it. This 
was told the Deponent by the ſaid Gomaſtah repeatedly, and the Deponent believes it to be true, 
as it correſponds entirely with every other Part of Shumſheer Khan's Conduct. The Deponent, 
upon being refuſed a Paſſage, took poſſeſſion of a very ſtrong Ground, ſurrounded on Three 
Sides by the Gogra, and the Nullah on the Fourth.Side, whence only he could be attacked by the 
Country People; he ordered the Sepoys to make a Breaſt Work, by piling up of Planks, of which 
there were a great Number; and as he had Ammunition and Proviſions, he intended to wait there 
until he could procure Boats, or diſcover a Ford. While the Deponent was thus employed, Ma- 
hommed Ruzza Beg, the Jemmadar of Horſe, had ſwam acroſs the Nullah, and procured Per- 
miſſion for his People to follow him, which they immediately did. No Anſwer coming from the 
Fougedar, the Deponent deſired his Moonſhy*to go to him, and explain the Matter; he accord- 
ingly went to the Ghaut, and demanding a Paſſage, he was refuſed, and inſulted in Terms the moſt 
abuſive to the Engliſh. He returned, and telling this, the Deponent ordered him to take an Ele- 

phant and ſwim over; but when he attempted to enter the Nullah with the Animal, the Nujjeebs 
pointed their Matchlocks at him, and obliged him to deſiſt: The Sepoys ſeeing this, and that the 
Horſemen were permitted to ſwim acroſs, naturally imagined that the Objection was to the Engliſh 
only, and their Adherents; they thought it ſafeſt ro abandon the Deponent, whom they muſt have 
concluded to be devoted, and throwing down their Coats and Arms, they followed the Example 
of the Horſemen, in ſwimming acroſs the Nullah, making a Merit with Shumſheer Khan, of 
giving the Deponent up to his Fate, One of the Subadars repreſented to Two others, the Folly 
of ſuffering for One Perſon; and. propoſed to them to deliver up the Deponent to Shumſheer 
Khan or to the Country People; but the Propoſal was rejected with Scorn, and One of the Sub- 
adars reported the Behaviour of the other immediately ro the Deponent : The Deſertion, how- 
ever, was almoſt complete; for in a little Time, of the Four Companies, not Twenty Men re- 
mained, including Officers. It was almoſt Evening when Mr. Scott's Gomaſtah, with great Diffi- 
culty, at laſt obtained Permiſſion from Shumſheer Khan to ſend One Boat, but it came too late to 
render any effectual Aſſiſtance, for with the few Sepoys who remained, Command was at an end; 
and as moſt of the Deponent's Servants had gone off, his Baggage was left a Prey to the Banditti, 
who ſoon carried off and deſtroyed it. Some Things which a tew of his Servants brought with 
them, they gave in charge to the Fougedar's People, who promiſed to take care of them, but they 
reſeryed them for themſelves, or rather for the Fougedar; and though many of the Deponent's 
Things were ſeen in his Houſe, he could never recover a ſingle Article. For many Days during 
the Stay of the Deponent in Mr. Scott's Factory it was threatened to be attacked; and Shumſheer 
Khan, though often applied to by Mr. Scott's Gomaſtah, conſtantly refuſed to grant the leaſt 
Aſſiſtance: Notwithſtanding this, Shumſheer Khan was, and the Deponent believes is ſtill, conti- 
nued in Office; and while the Deponent was at Fyzabad, Shumſheer Khan came there, and was 
well received by the Begum and her Miniſters: From all which Circumſtances the Deponent 1s 
convinced, that Shumſheer Khan could not have dared to act as he did, had he not been autho» 
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agreeable to them. | 
« Sworn this 27th Day of November | | J. Gordon. 
1781, before me, | TH | a 
1409 E. Impey. 


«CTEN-TH PARCEL. 
„% NUM. 10. | 3 Y 
& Affidavit of Jean Honore Mordelait, Private of the Company of Chaſſeurs. 


Qu'etant malade a Mirzapour il fuͤt laiſſè en arriere' avec Quatorze des ſes Camarades, lui inclus, 
tous ſervant dans la Compagnie de Chaſſeurs, commandee pat le Capitaine Doxat ; lorſque le dit 


Mayaffre z que lors du Depart du dit Capitaine, le Raja de PEndroit les fit entrer en fon Entou- 
rage pour plus de Surete contre les Voleurs qui Penvirotinoſent; que ſur leurs Repreſentations 
qui n'ayoient pas d'Argent pour ſe fournir des Vivre, il leut fir donner à manger chaque Jour 
par un Banniaà, qu'il les vonſola et les aſſura qu'allant voir ce qui ſe paſſoit à PEntour de ſon terrain 
11 chercheroit après un Moyen de les faire paſſer a Chandernagore; que des lors il ne revint point: 
Que le Commandement etant alors devolu av Second, il les fit appeller le Trentiẽme, et leur donna 
Deux —_—_ a chacun pour ſetvir à une Route quiils devoient faire de Deux Jour de Chemin 
qu'il leur fit ſgavoir que c' toit ſes Ordres de les renvoyer de NR, et qu'il avoit auſſi regu Ordre de 


flirent envoyes pour s emparer de leurs Armes, et que ces Gens prirent un Inventaire de ce qui ap- 
partenoit a la Compagnie; que le Lendemain ils fürent contraines de ſe mettre en Route, leur Sacs 
places ſur des Chameaux, ſur leſquelles ils fürent obliges de monter à grands Coups de Fouer 
pour ceux qui refuſoient : Que durant leur Route ils efirent toutes Sortes d' Indignitẽs, qu'on leur 
crachoit au Viſage, qu'on les battoit. Que 14 ſeconde Journẽe un de ſes Camarades füt aſſez heu- 
reux de mourit; que le Chemin qu'ils faiſoient ẽtoit parmi des Gorges de Montaignes, et qu'avec 

les Detours qu'ils firent il croit que le Trajet juſqu'a LaitiFfbvr, du ils arriverent le Deuziẽme 
de Septembre, étoit plus de 40 Coſs: Qu' la Fin/de la primiére Journée ils s'arretrent à un 
petit Fort dans les Gorges, ou leur mauvais Traitement fort redouble. Qu'arrivẽ a Laitiffghur 
ceux qui vintent avec eux ſe diſperſerent; qu'ils fürent entouréẽs pendans deux Heures qu'ils y 
reſterent par environ deux ou trois mille Gens qui les inſulcerent groſſiẽrement, et parti- 


Frangois, füt mené aupres du Raja lequel à fon Retour leur declara que le Raja l'avoit aſſure 
qu'en cas qu'il lui amena Compagnie Frafigoiſe qu'il auroit ſon Pain. Qu'aprẽs ils fürent conduits 


autres Gens armes, à une petite Maiſon fortifièe au de là de Laitiffghur une Coſs ſur le Chemin 
de Beejahghur; que ces Gens y reſtérent pour les gardet: Qu'on ne leur donna ni i manger ni à 
boire: Que le Lende main, ẽtant le troifieme, un Chef de Laitiffghur avec dix Sepoys et envi- 
ron 40 Hommes armes les fit ſortir à une Portee de Fuſil de la Maiſon: Qu'ils lierent leurs 
Mains derriere leurs Dos; et qu'en cette Poſition ils leur erittent A manger, leur montrant des 
Vivres à quelque Diſtance dans des Corbeilles. Qu'après s'étre amuſe pendant une Heure ou 


ſuſdit efit une Baonette paſſẽe du travers du Corps, et un grand Coup de Pied ſur les Reins pour 
la faire reſortir: Qu'en cet Etat il feignit le Mort, et deux de ſes Camarades tombant ſur lui 
cacherent ſa Feinte: Que le Meurtriers ſe retirant apres ce Carnage, il efit aflſes de Force pour 
ſe retiter dans les Jungles i vingt Pas de 1: Qu” à la Diſcretion des Tigres il paſſa toute la Nuit; 
qu*accable de loif, le Lendemain il deſcendit a un Ruiſſeau pour boire de PEau; qu'il fut vit 
ar des Campagnards, et amene à FEndroit d'ou il ẽtoit ſorti le Jour avant; que les Habitants 
e raſſurerent contre toute Crainte de ſa Vie: Que leur Chef lui donna pour lui et fa Femme 
huit Pice par Jour, laquelle Subſiſtance lui füt continue par moyen d'une Garde qui montoit 
et ẽtoit relevẽ chaque Jour de Laitiffghur: Que parmi les Gens qui Etoient 1a, il ne reconnũt 
aucun de ceux qui les tfierent : Que Je 20, le. Jour que le Raja s' enfuit de Laitiffghur, apres que 
lui et ſes Troupes evirent paſſẽts aupres de PEndroir' ou le ſuſdit Eroit, il ſe rendit a Laitiffghur 
fans Empecheiment, et mEme fut mis au large par les Habitants: Que la Nuit du 20 ou 21 il 
füt oblige de ſe cacher, pour ſe mettre à Vabri des Gens qui pilloient de tous Cotes : Que le 
Lendemain Matin à VEntree du Majot Crabb il fut dẽcouvert et heureuſement mis en Strete de 
toute autre Pourſuite. | | | | 
« Le ſuſdit fait Serment et dit, de plus qu'il croĩt que le Maſſacre provenoit d'un Acte de- 
| Jibers, et que ce ne pouvoit etre le Rẽſultat d' aucune Cauſe, comme ces Camarades et lui Etoient 
trop triſtes pour dẽmontrer aucun Signe de Joie, s'abandonnant A la Mort d'apres la mauvais 
Traitement qu'ils avoient ſubits: Qu'au contraire quant ils entendirent le Matin du Jour du 
aſſacre, le Bruit des Canons et des Fuſils, ils s'entrediſoient tout doucement que leur DE- 
ſtruction ſervit la Conſequence infaillible en cas que les Troupes du Raja perdroient la Bataille: 
G | 


Que 


rized by the Begum and her Miniſters, or at leaſt had he not known that ſuch Conduct would be 


© Tean Honore Mordelait, Natif de Corbell, Province de ife de France, fait Serment, et dit, 


Capitaine marcha avec les Troupes qui compoſoient le Dẽtachement commande par le Capitaine. 


coulet taus les Batteaux paſſant par Mirzapour: Que pendant ce Temps Cinquante de ſes Gens 


culicrement, les accuſa d'avoir aſſaſſinè le Raja de Gualier: Qu'un de leur Camarades, nomme - 


hors de Laitiffghur de la meme Maniere qu'auparavant ſou le Garde de quelques Sepoys, et 


deux de leur Miſcres, ces Barbares tirerent leurs Sabres et commencerent le Maſſacre: Que le 
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Que meme, lors de cette Communication d'Idees, ils n'y avoient aucuns de leurs Gardes ou autres 
Gens pour les ecouter z que leurs Expreſſions à ce Sujet ſe paſſerent, lors du Bruit des Canons 
et des Fuſils, lequel ẽtoit de grand Matin: Que leurs Meurtriers n'arriverent de Laitiffghur 


qu*environ les onze Heures: Que deux Heures fe paſſerent à leur contraindre de tirer Habits, ' 
Chapeaux, &c, Qu au lieu du Meurtre ils firent conduis en Chemiſe, et qu'il ẽtoĩt environ une 


Heure apres Midi, quand cet Acte de Barbarite fat commiſe. | N 
Mordelait. 
« Sworn before me, this 5th Day of 
December 1781. 
1 E. Impey. 


« Tranſlation of the foregoing Affidavit: 


te John Honore Mordelait, Native of Corbell, a Province in the Iſle of France, declares upon 
Oath, That being ſick at Mirzapoor, he was left behind with Fourteen of his Comrades, himſelf 
included, all of whom belonged to the Company of Chaſſeurs commanded by Captain Doxar, 
when the ſaid Captain marched with the Troops which compoſed the Detachment commanded by 
Captain Mayaffre: That upon his Departure, the Rajah of the Place made them come within his 
own Premiſes, for the greater Safety againſt. the Thieves which ſurrounded them: That on their 
repreſenting they had no Money to ſupply themſelves with Food, he cauſed them to be given 
ſomething to eat every Day by a Banian: That he comforted them, and aſſured them, that upon 


ſeeing what paſſed round his Seraglio, he ſought for Means to tranſport them to Chandernagote: 


That from that Time he did not return :. That the Command having then devolved upon the 
Second, he had them called before him on the Thirtieth, and gave them Two Rupees each, to ſerve 
for the Journey of Two Days they were to take : That he let them know his Orders were to ſend 
them from thence; and that he had alſo received Orders to fink all the Boats paſſing by Mirza- 

oor: That during this Time, Fifty of his People were ſent to ſeize their Arms; and that thoſe 
People took an Inventory of what belonged to the Company: That the next Day they were 
obliged to begin their Journey, with their Baggage placed on Camels, which they were obliged 
to mount; and thoſe who refuſed, received violent Blows with a Whip: That during their 
Route every Sort of Indignity was offered to them: That they ſpit in their Faces; and beat 


them ſo, that on the ſecond Day One of his Companions was ſo happy as to die: That the Road 


they took was through narrow Paſſes, between Mountains; and that with the Circuits they made, 
he believes the Journey to Laitiffghur, where they arrived the 2d of September, was more than 40 
Coſs: That at the Cloſe of the firſt Day they ſtopt at a ſmall Fort in the Paſſes, where their Ill- 
treatment was redoubled : That being arrived at Laitiffghur, the Perſons who came with them 
diſperſed : That they were ſurrounded for Two Hours, and remained there, among about Two or 
Three thouſand People, who inſulted them groſsly; and particularly accuſed them of having 


aſſaſſinated the Rajah of Gwallior: That One of their Companions, named Francois, was taken 
before the Rajah, and declared to them, at his Return, that the Rajah had aſſured him that in 
caſe he brought the French Company to him, he ſhould be provided for; That afterwards they 
were conducted out of Laitiffghur in the ſame Manner as before, guarded by ſome Sepoys and 
other armed Men, to a ſmall fortified Houſe beyond Laitiffghur, One Coſs on the Road from 


Beejahghur : That thoſe People remained there to 2 them: That they had nothing either to 
eat or drink given to them: That the next Day, being the Third, a Chief of Laitiffghur, with 
Ten Sepoys, and about Forty armed Men, made them go out to the Diſtance of a Muſket Shot 
from the Houſe : That they tied. their Hands behind their Backs; and that in this Poſition they 
told them to eat; ſhewing them Proviſions in Baſkets at ſome Diſtance : That after having 
amuſed themſelves for an Hour or two with their Miſery, theſe Barbarians drew their Sabres and 
began the Maſſacre : That the Deponent had a Bayonet paſſed through his Body, and a violent 
Kick on the Reins to make it come out: That in this Situation he teigned Death; and Two of 
his Companions falling upon him covered the Deceit : That the Murderers retiring after this 
Carnage, he had Strength enough to retreat to the Jungles, Twenty Paces from the Place: That 
he paſſed the Night at the Mercy of the Tigers : That on the next Day being parched with Thirſt, 
he went down to a Brook to drink: That he was ſeen by ſome Country People, and carried to 
the Place which he had left the preceding Day: That the Inhabitants aſſured him his Life was 
in no Danger: That their Chief gave him Eight Pice every Day for his Wife and himſelf, which 
Subſiſtence was continued to him by means of a Guard, which was mounted and relieved every 
Day from Laitiffghur : That he did not recollect the Perſons of any of the Murderers among the 
People here: That on the 20th, the Day the Rajah fled from Laitiffghur after he and his 
Troops had paſſed near the Spot where the Deponent was, he went to Laitiffghur unmoleſted, 
and was even ſet at Liberty by the Inhabitants: That in the Night from the 20th to the 21ſt he 
was obliged to lie concealed to ſave himſelf from the People, who were pillaging on all Sides: 
That the next Morning, at the Entry of Major Crabb, he was diſcovered, and tortunately placed 
in Safety from all further Purſuit. The Deponent - moreover declares upon Oath, That he 
believes the Maſſacre proceeded from a deliberate Act, and that it could not have been occaſioned 
by any Cauſe, his Companions and himſelf being too ſorrowful to ſhew any Sign of Joy, as of 
5 a 
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bad abandoned themſelves to Death after the Nl-creatment they had met with z; That on the con- 
trary, when on the Morning of the Maſſacre they heard the Report of the Cannons and Muſkets, 
they ſaid to each other ſoftly, that their Deſtruction would be the infallible Conſequence, in caſe the 
Rajab's Froops ſhould loſe the Battle: That even at this Communication of Ideas there were 


none of their Guards nor any other Perſons preſent to hear them: That their Converſatian on this 


Subject paſſed when the Noiſe of the Cannons and Muſkets was heard, when it was broad Day- 
light: That their Murderers did not arrive from Laitiffghur till about Eleven o'Clock : That Two 
Hours paſſed in making them take off their Cloaths, Hats, &c. : That they were led in their 
Shirts to the Place where the Murders were committed; and that it was about One o'Clock in the 


Afternoon when this Act of Barbarity took Place. N 


« Sworn before f (gs, aoedchdt“ 
this zth Day of December 1781r.. | e te f | . 
(Signed) E. Impey.“ 


ELEVENTH PARCEL. 
„Nuk. 11. N | 7 

| _. *« Afﬀidavit of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay. * 221 
Alexander Hannay Eſquire, Lieutenant Colonel in the Service of the Honourable United Eaſt 
India Company, maketh Oath, and ſaith, That in the Month of September laſt (2781) he com- 
manded a Body of Troops (Horſe and Foot) in the Service of the Nabob Vizeer : That on the 
10th of that Month, being encamped at Ryegunge, near Fyzabad, employed in. tranſporting the 
ſaid Troops acroſs the River Gogra, in order to act inſt the Inſurgents to the Northward of 
that River, in the Evening he received Intimation from a Perſon living in the Zennana, that 
the Nabob Begum (Grandmother to the Nabob Vizeer Aſſuf- ud-Dowla) had, through her 
Agents, prevailed upon the principal Jemmadar of Horſe, to engage to detach himſelf from the 
faid Deponent, and to abandon him; and further warning the ſaid Deponent to attend to his 
own perſonal Safety, as there was an Intention of detaining him at Fyzabad: That this Inti- 
mation was given to the De ponent in the bos of Lieutenant Charles Middleton, to whom the 
Deponent did communicate icz and that, during the whole Courſe of that Day (the 10th of 
September) he the Deponent had not been able to prevail on any of the Horſemen to croſs 
the Rivera Matter which he could not until then accaunt for, but which ſerved to impreſs him 
ſo ſtrongly with the Belief of the Truth of the Information he had received, that he ſent for the 
principal Jemmadar of Horſe, circumſtantially communicated the ſaid Information to him, and, 
as forcibly as he was able, ſtated to him the Treachery, Diſgrace, and Iufamy, inſeparable from 
ſo unmanly a Behaviour: That the ſaid Jemmadar of Horſe appeared much affected at the Con- 
verſation, and acknowledged that the Information was true in every Circumſtance, except that 
of his having acceded -to the Propoſals that were made to him, which he declared he had re- 
Jjected; but ſaid, they had alſo been made to the other Jemmadars of Horſe by the Agents of 
both the Begums (the Nabob Vizeer's Mother and G other); and the Truth of this Aſſer- 


z 


tion was afterwards affirmed to the ſaid Deponent by Two of the ſaid Jemmadars, and, ſe- 
veral of the inferior Officers and priyate Horſemen. -; The Deponent further declareth, That 


the above · recited Converſation paſſed in his the Deponent's Tent, to the beſt of his Recollection 
and Memory, on the Night of the 10th of September, in the Preſence of Lieutenant Charles 
Middleton; and that, as the ſaid Lieutenant Charles Middleton did not perfectly underſtand the 
Mooriſh Language, in which the Converſation was held, he the Deponent explained the Nature 
and Subject of it to him as ſoon as the Jemmadar left the Tent. The Deponent further de- 
clareth, That he is reſtrained from mentioning the Names of the Jemmadars alluded to, from an 
Apprehenſion that their Names becoming publick, might operate to their Prejudice, if not Ruin; 
but that the Facts which he hath are Truth. | 1 


«. Sworn before me (the Deponent declaring on Alexander Hannay.“ 
his Oath, that the above Affidavit is writ- A; 8 2 
ten in his own Hand-writing at Banaris) | 
this 31ſt Day of December 1781. 5 

. c Warren Haſtings.“ ]“ „in 2 


rn rennen a 
* Vide ſupra, from Page 255 to Page 267. 
* - 
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The Witneſs produced a Book, marked C, intituled, * Letters from the Board, 175 
to 1782.“ 0 fant}, 13 110: ane 
Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Mr, Middleton, dated 
Chunar, 1 5th November 1781, from the fame. I * 
+ gs « To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire. 
Sir, mi] 


« In your Letter, dated the 17th October, I find it generally aſſerted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay, in the Extracts quoted from his Letters, and confirmed by yourſelf, that, during the late 
Revolt of this Province, ies both of Horſe and Foot were openly made at Fayzabad, both by 
the Begums, and by Cheit Sing's Agents, in his Name and for his Uſe; that theſe Levies were diſ- 
patched to Benares publickly as his, one Party of a Thouſand Horſe and Foot, under the Command 
of Shake Cawn ; that Jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk of Fyzabad, aſked every Man who bore the 
Appearance of a Soldier, why he went not to Cheit Sing for Service; that Futteh Saw, Gheenooroy, 


* 
CY 
*h 


and Aje& Mull, had. croſſed to Manjowly, urged to that Step by Cheit Sing, who had ſupplied 


Sic in Orig. 


them with Money, and promiſed them great Sums, if they would put the whole Country into Con- 
fuſion; tthat the principal Zemindars had all Certificates under the Seal of Cheit Sing, that he 
would ſupply them with whatever Money they might require, for ſubſiſting all the Troops they could 
raiſe; that it was the general Belief of every Men“ in that Part of the Country, that it was a concerted 
Plan for the Extirpation of the Engliſh ; that the whole Country, from Goonda to Manjee, and 
from Fyzabad to the Benares Diſtrict, and acrofs from the Gogra to the Ganges, was in the utmoſt 
Ferment ; that if we met with a Check at Benares, every. Man in the Country was ready to fall upon 
our ſcattered Parties; that the Infurre&ion was not partial, but generally ſpread throughout the 
Whole, and if he (Colonel Hannay) might truſt to his Information, it was already begun, and would 
foon rage as violently in Shahjehanpore, Rohilcund, Cora, and the Doaub. "Bk, Wes 

« Theſe are Facts of ſuch Moment to the publick Service, and fo neceſſary both to the Means 
which may be required for our future Preſervation, and to the Juſtification af what has paſſed, and 
of what may be done to the ſame End, that I think it proper that they ſhould be verified in the moſt 
authentick and ſacred Manner. I muſt therefore requeſt and require of you, in my Name, to call 
upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major M* Donald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, 
and every other Perſon who may have a perſonal Knowledge or Underſtanding of theſe Facts, or of 
any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheit Sing, and its Connections, in the Dominions of the 
Nabob Vizier; ſeverally to depoſe all that they know and believe concerning the ſame, either on 
Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inſtantly viſit Lucknow, chicfly with this Intention; or 
that they repair to me at this Place, for the ſame Purpoſe.” Ae 
KReſpecting the Levies made at Fayzabad, the March of Shake Cawn with a Force declared for 
the Service of Cheit Sing, the publick Invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under the 
Seal of Cheyt Sing, in the Poſſeſſion of the Zemindars of Gorookpoor and Baraich, his Letters to 
the Begums or their Miniſters, the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Engliſh; I muſt earneſtly 
recommend it to you, to obtain ſuch Evidence as can be acquired, reſpecting each of theſe Points, 


- whether ſuch Evidence ſhall aſcertain, or refute, or qualify, their Reality and, if it be poſſible, to. 


gain 1 8 of the original Letters and Certificates ſaid to have been written by Cheyt Sing, as 
aboveſaid. wal, | C 1 g 

„ You will be careful to aſcertain the Dates and Places of Facts, and the Names of Places and 
Perſons, in the ſitions taken; that their Evidence may not be defective or ambiguous, from 
the Want of Preciſion. 0 | | Cond hoe roads 

« Reſpecting the Murders, ſaid to have been committed at Gopee Gunge, I have already written 
to you, and now fend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subject. FE 

*I alſo ſend you the Form of a Caption, or Introduction to each Depoſition, of which you will 
be pleaſed to furniſh Copies, to ſuch of the Engliſh Gentlemen as ſhall have Occaſion for the Uſe of 
them. The Depoſitions of the native Witneſſes muſt be written in the Languages which they un- 
derſtand, and muſt be verified on Oath, and ſigned ; or, if they ſhall object to the Oath as contrary . 
to their religious Tenets, they muſt be required to ſubſcribe ſuch a ſolemn Atteſtation, as ſhall be 
equivalent to the Sanction of an Oath; and add your Signature to it. | 


: « I am, Sir, | 
« Chunar, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
15th November 1781. | (signed) Warren Haſtings.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next read a 
Paſſage from the Benares Narrative, to ſhew that, by Mr. Haſtings's own Admiſſion, 


if any Aſſiſtance was ſent from Oude to Cheyt Sing, it moſt probably came from the 


Vizier at Lucknow, and not from the Begums at Fyzabad ; and they ſhould after- 
wards ſhew, that the Thouſand Troops, ſtated by Mr. Haſtings to have been raiſed 
at Fyzabad, came from Lucknow, | | 


5 f Read, 


e 


( 695 /) F 
Read, the following Extract from the Benares Narrative, beginning at Page 36 


of the ſame. 


ſtances favoured this Suſpicion, No ſooner had the Rebellion of this Zemeedary manifeſted itſelf, 
than its Contagion inſtantly flew to Fyzabad, and the extenſive Territory lying on the North of thi 
River Dewa, and known by the Names of Gooruckpoor and Batecch. - In the City of Fyzabad, 
Nawaub Allea and Jenauby Allea, the Mother and Grandmother of the Nabob, openly eſpouſed 
the Party of Cheit Sing, encouraging and inviting People to enliſt for his Service; and their Ser- 
vants took up Arms againſt the Engliſh. Two Battalions of regular Sepoys, in the Vizier's Ser- 
vice, under the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, who had been intruſted with the Charge 
of that Diſtrict, were attacked and ſurrounded in various Places, many of them cut to Pieces; 
and Colonel Hannay himſelf, encompaſſed by Multitudes, narrowly eſcaped the ſame Fate. The Nabob 
Vizier was charged with being privy to the Intrigues which had produced vand fomented theſe 
Diſturbances z and the little Account that he ſeemed to make of them, ſerved to countenance the 
Suſpicion. I can truly ſay for myſelf, that I never afforded it the ſlighteſt Degree of Credit 3 

neither his Character, the Tenour of his paſt Conduct, the ExpeQations which I knew he enter- 
rained of Aſſiſtance and Relief from myſelf, nor his Inability to ſupport himſelf without the Pro- 
tection of our Government, allowing me, for a Moment, to entertain a Thought ſo injurious to 
his Fidelity, and ſo contrary to Probability, Yet I was not perfectly free from Apprehenſions 1 
ſimilar to ſuch a Suggeſtion, The Nabob was ſurrounded by Men, baſe in their Characters and 
improvident in their Underſtandings ; his Favourites, and the Companions of his looſer Hours. 
Theſe had every Cauſe to dread the Effects ef my Influence on theirs ; and both theſe,” and the 
Relations of the Family, whoſe Views of Conſequence and Power were intercepted by our Purti- 
cipation in the Adminiſtration of his Affairs, entertained a mortal Hatred to our Nation, and 
opealy avowed it. Theſe all joined in preſcribing the moſt pernicious and fatal Counſels to the 
Nabob, repreſenting this as the Time to deliver himſelf from what they deſcribed as the 'Yoke'of 
Servitude. Although he firmly rejected all their Perſuaſions, and I was' aſſured of it, yet he him- 
ſelf was at their Mercy; and it was in their Power to uſe both his Authority and his Perſon for the 
Perpetration of their own Deſigns ; nor could I uſe any Precaution to avoid them, which would 
not appear to proceed from a Diſtruſt of the Nabob himſelf. I never communicated my Appre- 
henſions, nor acted from them, and had the Satisfaction of receiving the Nabob, of maintaining 
an Intercourſe with him, with every Mark of the moſt ſecure and mutual Confidence, and of part- 
ing with him with every Demonſtration of mutual Satisfaction ().“ ITT PIR WEL 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 42. 
« It is proper to mention, that as ſoon as I had formed my Reſolution to leave Banaris, I ſent 
my Moonſhy to the Nabob Saadut Ally Khan, to inform him of it, and to recommend the wound- 
ed Sepoys to his Care, believing that the Rajah, from a Conſideration of Policy, would not chuſe 
to moleſt them, eſpecially as he could have no Motive or Object to it but Revenge, if he would 
ſhew a determined Reſolution to protect them. The ſame Requeſt I made to him in Writing after 


my Arrival at Chunar. I owe him the Juſtice to atteſt, that he faithfully and liberally — ar 
with my Requeſt. He vilited them himſelf, and furniſhed them with Proviſions and with Money, 


and appointed native Surgeons to attend them; and as they were able to bear it, he cauſed them 
all to be removed to his own Quarters. | r 


« Many Reports and Suſpicions have prevailed of his being concerned in ſome: of the Defigns 
which were formed againſt us. I can neither credit nor refute them. The Evil imputed to him 
is at beſt doubtful: The Good which he did is certain, and he is entitled to the entire Merit 
of it (5).” | | EE oO e 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would now proceed to lay before the 
Houſe the Account of the Tranſaction reſpecting Captain Gordon and Sadut = 
contained in the Correſpondence between Colonel Hannay, Captain Gordon, and the 
Begums : Which Correſpondence was annexed to this Article of Charge, as originally 


reſented to the Houſe of Commons, and afterwards admitted by Mr. Haſtings in his 
efence to the ſame at the Bar of that Houſe. | 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to the Production of this Evidence—the 

Letters not. being upon the Conſultations of the Governor General and Council of 

- Bengal, nor in any other Shape upon the Records of the Eaſt India Company, and 
Captain Gordon, one of the Parties to the Correſpondence, being in England, _ 


MA 
— — 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 123, Paragraph the laſt. (% Vide ſupra, Page 122, Line 1. po 
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The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they had already given in Evidence the 
Defence of Mr. Haſtings at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons to this Article of the 
Charge as originally preſented there ;—that a Part of that Defence, upon which the 
Commons relied, was an Admiſſion of certain Facts connected with the Letters now 
in queſtion; — they now tendered the Letters therefore to explain what it was that was 
admitted by Mr. Haſtings in that Part of his Defence, and contended, that for that 
' Purpoſe, and under thoſe Circumſtances, the Letters as annexed to the above Article of 

Charge, were the belt poſſible Evidence that could be produced. Gd 


The Houſe obſerved, the firſt Step was for the Managers for the Commons to read 
that Part of Mr. Haſtings's Defence, upon which they founded their Right to pro- 
duce the Evidence offered ;—and then the Queſtion would ariſe, whether that Right 
were well or ill founded,  . "Ho uy nel 


Accordingly, Read, the following Extract from Mr. Haſtings's Defence. ; 


Upon the Letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon, quoted by the Bow Begum in 
Proof of her Innocence of the Conduct imputed to her. and her Servants, it is only neceſſary to 
_ obſerve, they were written at a Time and under the Impreſſion of the Begums having it very much 
in their Power to contribute to the Safety, or poſſibly to the Deſtruction of Colonel Hannay's De- 
tachment, then in a very precarious Situation in the Neighbourhood of Fyzabad, and at a Time 
too, when our Affairs at Benares were ſuppoſed by thoſe Officers to wear an unfavourable Aſpect. 
The Colonel's firſt Object was to procure Safety for the Perſon of Captain Gordon, who was at 
the Mercy of the Begums and their Eunuchs ; and for this Purpoſe he thought no Means ſo likely 
to ſu as declaring an implicit Reliance on their Friendſhip and good Faith, and affecting to 
conſider himſelf under Obligations to them: Captain Gordon, however, moſt probably owed his 
Salvation to another Influence, Soon after he fell into their Hands, by the treacherous Conduct of 
Bahar Ally Cawn's Naib and adopted Son, at Tanda, the News of ſome ſucceſsful Operations of 
ur Troops at Benares reached the Begums; and as Affairs began to promiſe a ſpeedy and deciſive - 
Ifue in our Favour, it is not ſurprizing that the Begums and their Agents ſhould endeavour, 

Acts of Kindneſs, to efface the Impreſſion, which they muſt have been ſenſible their Conduct had 
made to their Diſcredit. This was the Explanation given by Colonel Hannay to Mr. Middleton 
of the Motives of his Conduct to the Begums at that Period; and the Letters alluded to cannot 
poſſibly bear any other Conſtruction, without an Imputation on the Veracity and moral Character 
of the late Colonel Hannay, which his Reputation and general Conduct in Life will not warrant. 
The Teſtimony of Colonel Hannay cannot now. be had, but his Explanation to Mr. Middleton 
of the Motives of his Conduct to the Begums and their Agents, at that critical Conjuncture of his 
own and the national Affairs, that Gentleman will be ready at any Time to certify on Oath ; and 
the Evidence of Captain Gordon may poſſibly throw further Light upon the Subject (a).“ 


4 The Counſel for the Defendant faid, they would not inſiſt upon their Objection. 
Then the Managers for the Commons delivered in a Paper, intituled, Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors againſt Warren Haſtings Eſquire.” 


Read, the following Extract, from the ſame. a 


« From her Excellency the Bow Begum to Mr. Briſtow, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


There is no Neceſſity to write to you, by way of Information, a Detail of my Sufferings; 
from common' Report, and the Intelligence of thoſe who are about you, the Account of them will 
have reached your Ears: I will here relate a Part of them. | . f 

« After the Death of Sujah Dowlah, moſt of his ungrateful Servants were conſtantly labouring 
to gratify their Enmity ; but finding, from the firm and ſincere Friendihip, which ſubſiſted between 
me and the Engliſh, that the Accompliſhment of their Purpoſes was fruſtrated, they formed the 
Deſign of occalioning a Breach in that Alliance, to enſure their owh Succeſs. I muſt acquaint 
you, that my Son, Aſof ul Dowlah, had formerly threatened to ſeize my Jaghire ; but upon pro- 
ducing the Treaty ſigned by you, and ſhewing it to Mr. Middleton, he interfered, and prevented 
the impending. Evil. The Conſpirators now framed an Accuſation againſt me, of à Conduct 
which I never had conceived even in Idea, of rendering Aſſiſtance to Rajah Cheyt Sing. The 
Particulars are as follow: My Son, Aſoph ul Dowlah, and his Miniſters, with Troops, and a 
Train of Artillery, accompanied by Mr. Middleton, on the 16th of the Month of Mokhurum, ar- 
rived at Fyzabad, and made a Demand of a Crore of Rupees. As my Inabiliry to pay ſo vaſt a 
Sum was manifeſt, I produced the Treaty you ſigned and gave me; but to no Effet; their 
Hearts were determined upon Violence. 1 offered my Son, Aſoph ul Dowlah, whole Will is 
dearer to me than all my Riches, or even Life itſelf, whatever Money and Goods I was poſſeſſed of ; 


* * — 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 418. 
| but 
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but an amicable Adjuſtment ſeemed - not worth accepting. -He demanded the Delivering up the 
Fort, and the Recal of the Troops that were ſtationed for the preſerving the Peace of the City. 
To me Tumult and Diſcord appeared unneceſſary. I gave up theſe Points, upon which they 
ſeized my Head Eunuchs, Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn, and ſent them to Mr. Mid- 
dleton. After having obliged them to ſign a Bond for Sixty Lacks of Rupees, they were throwh 
into Priſon, with Fetters about their Feet, and denied Food and Water. I, who had never, even 
in my Dreams, experienced ſuch an Oppreſſion, gave up all I had; to preſerve my Honour and 
Dignity. But this would not ſatisfy their — They charged me with a Rupee and a Half 
Barta upon each Mohur; and on this Account they laid Claims on me to the Amount of Six 
Lacks ſome Thouſand Rupees, and ſent Major Gilpin to exact the Payment. Major Gilpin, ac- 
cording to Orders, at firſt was importunate; but being a Man of Experience, and of a benevolent 
Diſpoſition, when he was convinced of my Want of Means; he changed his Conduct and was 
willing to apply to the Shroffs and Bankers, to lend me the Money. But with the Loſs of my Jaghire 
my Credit was ſunk. I could not raiſe the Sum. At laſt, feeling my helpleſs Situation, I collected 
my Wardrobe and Furniture, to the Amount of abour Three Lacks of Rupees, beſides F ifty 'Thouz 
ſand Rupees which I borrowed from one Place or other, and ſent Major Gilpin with it to Irucknow. 
My Sufferings did not terminate here. The Diſturbances of Colonel Hannay and Mr. Gordon 
were made a Pretence for ſeizing my Jaghire. The State of the Matter is: this. When Colonel 
Hannay was by Mr. Haſtings ordered to march to. Benares, during the Troubles of ' Cheyr Sing; 
the Colonel, who had plundered the whole Country, was incapable of : proceeding. © Fromizhe 
Union of Thouſands of Zemindars, who had ſeized this favourable. Opportunity, they haraſſed 
Mr. Gordon near Junivarra; and the Zemindars of that Place and Acberpore oppoſed his March 
from thence till he arrived near Tanda. As the Tanda Nulla, from its Overflowing, was difficult to 
croſs without a Boat, Mr. Gordon ſent to the Fouſdar to:fupply-him. : He replied, the Boats were 
all in the River; but would, according to Orders, aſſiſt him as ſoon as poſſible. Mr. Gordon's 
Situation would not admit of his 9 He forded the Nulla nupon his Elephant, and 
was hoſpitably entertained and protected by the Fouſdar for Six Days. In the mean Time, a Letter 
was received by me from Colonel Hannay, deſiring me to eſcort Mr. Gordon to Fyzabad. As my 
Friendſhip for the Engliſh was always ſincere, I readily complied, and ſent ſome Companies of 
Nejeebs to eſcort Mr. Gordon, and all his Effects, to Fyzabad; where, having provided for his 
Eutertainment, I effected his Junction with Colonel Hannay. The Letter of Thanks I received 
from both theſe Gentlemen upon this Occaſion, are ſtill in my Poſſeſſion, Copies of which I gave 
in Charge to Major Gilpin to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them to the 
Governor General. To be brief, thoſe who have loaded me with Accuſations are now clearly 
cofivifted of Falſehood. But is it not extraordinary, that, notwithſtanding the Juſtneſs of my 
Cauſe, Nobody relieves my Misfortune? Why did Major Gilpin return without Effet ? 

« My Prayers have been conſtantly offered to Heaven for your Arrival: Report has announced 
it; for which Reaſon I have taken up the Pen, and requeſt you will not place implicit Confidence in 
my Accuſers ; but weighing, in the Scale of Juſtice, their Falſehoods and my Repreſentations, you 
will exert your Influence, in putting a Period to the Misfortunes with which I am overwhelmed,” 


The Council for the Defendant requeſted the Houſe to obſerye, that they did not 
mean to admit the Exiſtence of the Letters now produced, but that they might be read 
in Evidence, as a written Paper, annexed to the Charge before the: Houſe of Commons, 

-upon which Mr. Haſtings had commented in his Defence : As explanatory therefore 
of his Defence, they might be read; but as Evidence of the Exiſtente of the Letters, 
they conceived the Managers for the Commons were not intitled to read them. 


Read alſo, from the fame Paper, the following Extracts: ol +a; 
Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to'Jewar Ally'Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn. #2 
& [ had the Pleaſure to receive your friendly Letter, fraught with Benevolence; and whatever 
Favours you, my Friends, have been pleaſed to confer reſpecting Mr. Gordon, afforded. me the 
reateſt Pleaſure. | | | 6% Es Ky WOT oo 
« Placing a firm Reliance on your Friendſhip, I am in Expectation, that the aforeſaid Gentleman, 
with his Baggage, will arrive at Fyzabad in Safety, that the ſame may oblige and afford Satisfaction 
©. me. „ | | | e args gli. 
A Letter for Mr, Gordon is incloſed to you; I am in Expectation of its S in a 
Cover to the Aumil of Saunda, to the End that the Aumil may forward it to the abovementioned 
Gentleman, and procure his Reply. Whenever the Anſwer arrives, let it be delivered to Hoolas 
Roy, who will forward it to me. | 2 3 1 
Always rejoice me by a few Lines reſpecting your Health. Continue to honour me with your 
Correſpondence .. e en MET nen Ye 
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« Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar and Bahar Ally Cawn: 
& Cawn Saibury, indulgent Friends, remain under the Protection of God. Lak 
« Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindneſs, accompanied by an honorary Letter from tlie 
Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity, and encloſed a Letter from Mr. Gordon, ſent through your Hic- 
carrahs, obliged and rejoiced me. X | f 9 8 
« With re to what you communicate, regarding your not having received an Anſwer to your 
friendly Epiſtle, I became perfectly aſtoniſhed, as a Reply was written from Mohadree. It may be 
owing to-the Danger of the Road that it never arrived, not to the ſmalleſt Negle& on my Side, or 
of mine. | | | 
I now ſend two Letters to you, one by the Dawk People, and the ſecond by one of my Hir- 
carrahs, who will preſent them to you, which you will certainly receive. | wk 
J am extremely well contented and pleaſed with the Friendſhip you have ſhewn. | 
« You wrote me to remain perfectly eaſy concerning Mr. Gordon; verily from the Kindneſs 
of you, my indulgent Friends, my Heart is quite eafy, You alſo obſerved and mentioned, that, 
as Mr. Gordon's coming with thoſe attached to him (probably his Sepoys and others) might be at- 
tended with Difficulty, if I approved, he ſhould be invited alone to Fyzabad : My Friends, I place 
my Expectation entirely upon your Friendſhips, and leave it to you to adopt the Manner in which 
the ſaid Gentleman may arrive, in Security, without Moleftation, at Fyzabad; but at the fame Time 
let the Plan be ſo managed, that it may not come to the Knowledge of any Zemindars ; in this Cale 
ou are Men of Diſcernment. However he is to come to Fyzabad, extend your Aſſiſtance and 
ndeavours. - 1 | | 
It is probable, that the Begum Saib, of high Dignity, has received authentic Intelligence from 
the Camp at Benares ; favour me with the Contents or Purport. — * 
« From Mr. Gordon's Letter I underſtand, that Mirza Imaum Bakſh, whom you diſpatched thither 
— 9g has and ſtill continues to pay great Attention to that Gentleman, which affords me great 
leaſure. | | ' 
« An Anſwer to the Begum's Letter is to be preſented ; I alſo ſend a Letter for Mr. Gordon, 
which pleaſe to forward,” £514 8 0 


« An Addreſs from Colonel Hannay to the Begum. 


« Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generoſity, &c. whom God preſerve. 

« Your exalting Letter, fraught with Grace and Benevolence, that through your unbounded 
Generoſity and Goodneſs, was ſent through Grace and Favour, I had the Honour to receive in a 
fortunate Moment; and whatever you were pleaſed to write reſpecting Mr. Gordon, that at this 
Time the ſhort ſighted and deluded Riots had carried their Diſturbances and Ravages beyond all 
* Bounds, Mr. Gordon's coming with his whole People (or Adherents), might be attended with 
« Difficulty ; and therefore, if I choſe, he ſhould be invited to come alone.” Now, as your High- 
neſs is the beſt Judge, your faithful Servant repoſeth his moſt unbounded Hopes and Expectation 
upon your Highneſs, that the aforeſaid Mr, Gordon may arrive at Fyzabad without any Appre- 
henſion or Danger, I ſhall be extremely honoured and obliged. - | 


% 


« Conſidering me in the Light of a Friend and faithful Servant, continue to honour and exalt 
me by your Letters, 


What further can I ſay ?” 


« Copy of an Addreſs from Mr. Gordon to the Begum. 


* Begum Saib, of exalted Dignity and Generoſity, whom God preſerve. | 
66 pack 0 ws the uſual Profeſſions of Servitude, &c. in the cuſtomary Manner, my Ad- 
dreſs is p 


ented. | | 

« Your gracious Letter, in Anſwer to the Petition of -your Seryant from Gooudah, exalted me. 
From the Contents, I became unſpeakably impreſſed with the Honour it conferred. May the 
Almighty protect that royal Purity, and beſtow Happineſs, Increaſe of Wealth, and Proſperity. . 

« The Welfare of your Servant is entirely owing to your Favour and Benevolence. 

« A few Days have Elapſed ſince I arriyed at Gooudah with the Colonel Saib. 

This is preſented for your Gn gag) Information. I cheriſh Hopes from your Generoſity, 


that conſidering me in the Light of one of your Servants, always continue to exalt and honour me 
with your gracious Letters, „ 


« May the Sun of Proſperity continually ſhine.” | 


* Copy of a Letter to Mahumed Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn from Mr. Gordon. 
cc Sirs, | Iu | 
« My indulgent Friends remain under, &c. &c. &c. After Compliments, I have the Pleaſure 
to inform you, that Yeſterday having taken Leave of you, I paſſed the Night at Noorgunge, 
and next Morning about Ten or Eleven o'Clock,- through your Favour and Benevolence, arrived 
ſafe at Gooudah, Mur Aboo Bukſh Zemindar and Mur Ruſtum Ally accompanied me. 


4 | © To 
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« To what Extetit can I prolong the Praiſes of you, my beneficerit Friends. May the Supretne 
Being, for this benign compaſſionate humane Action, have you in his Keeping, and increaſe your 
Property, and ſpeedily grant me the Pleaſute of an Interview; until which Time eontinue to fa- 
your me with friendly Lexters, and oblige itrie by any Commands in my Power to execute. 

« May your Wiſhes be ever crowned with Succeſs, 

« My Compliments, &c. &c. &c.“ | DIES 

« Copy of a Letter from Colonel Hannay to Jewar Ally Cawn and Bahar Ally Cawn. 
„ Cawn Saib, my indulgent Friends, remain under the Protection of the Supreme Being. 
* After Compliments, and ſignifying my earneſt Deſire of an Interview, I addreſs you. 

« Your friendly Letter, fraught with Kindneſs, I had the, Pleaſure to receive in a propitious 
Hour; and your inexpreſſible Kindnefs, in ſending for Mur Naffar Ally with a Force to Taunda, 
oe 3 Purpoſe of conducting Mr. Gordon with all his Baggage, who is now atrived at Fy- 
ohad. es | N 2 $5 
This Event has afforded me the moſt exceſſive Pleaſure and Satisfaction. May the Omnipo- 
tence preſerve you, my ſtedfaſt firm Friends. 0 28 Wy OE 

« The Pen of Friendſhip itſelf cannot ſufficiently expreſs your Generoſity and Benevolence, and 
that of the Begum, of high Dignity, who ſo graciouſly has intereſted herſelf in this Matter. In- 
cloſed is an Addreſs for her, which pleaſe to forward. I hope from your Friendſhip, until we meet, 


you will continue to honour me with an Account of your Health and Welfare. 
«© What further can I write?“ 12 | | 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe they would next produce a 
Letter from the Bow Begum to Mr. Haſtings Eight Days before the ſeizing of her 
Treaſures, to prove that the referred him to Captam Gordon, who was then with 
Mr. Haſtings, for any Explanation upon the Subject, and ſtated, that his Letter 
was entered, and admitted by Mr. Haſtings himfelf to be received at the Time it was 
written. 


Read, the following Extract from Book 105, intituled, © Bengal Perſian Corre- 
ſpondence, already delivered in. FT | 


“ From the Mother of the Vizier. | 


& Received 6th January 1782. 

Par. g. Our Situation is pretty well, and your good Health is conſtantly prayed for. I had ſent 
Behar Ally Khan to you; accordingly People invented a Falſchood, that Behar Ally Khan was gone 
to get the Deputyſhip of the Soubah, and ſome Perſons here were ſaying, * wherefore has ſhe ſent 
Behar Ally Khan to Calcutta, to the Nawab Amaud ud Dowlah; we will never permit the Affair 
to ſucceed :” And accordingly it has ſo happened; for they ſay that you alſo have not put your 
Seal to the Treaty; and the * Pair here ſay, Why does the noble Lady correſpond with the Eng- 
liſh Gentlemen? On this Account I did not ſend a Letter at the Time when you came this =P 
Now the State of Affairs here is thus: On the 27th, Zehedje Aſuph ud Dowlah Behader, with- 
out s Knowledge, ſent his own Aumils into my Jagheer. I accordingly wrote ſeveral. Times to 

Mr. Middleton on this Buſineſs ; that his Seal was to the Treaty, and Writing of Diſcharge, why 
did he not negociate in my Favour * Mr. Middleton replied, © The Nawab is the Maſter.” 1 
wrote frequently, but without Effect. Being helpleſs, I repreſent to you State of my Af 
fairs z that notwithſtanding the Exiſtence of this Treaty, I have been treated in this Manner. It is 
uſeleſs for me to ſtay here. Whatever is, is a Compact; whenever any one deviates from his 
Compact, he meets with no Credit for the Future; and the Light of mine Eyes, Aſuph ud Dowla, 
wrote to me, that he had ſent his own Aumils into my Jagheers, and would pay ready Money 
frommpis Treaſury. Reflect on my Security for his adhering to his future Engagements, from 
the Conſideration of his Condu under his paſt Promiſes. I do not agree to his ready Moody, 
let me have my Jagheer as formerly; otherwiſe, leaving this Place, I will wait on you at Be- 
naris, and thence will go towards Shah Jehan Abad, becauſe he has not adhered to his Engage- 
ments. Send Letters to Aſuph ud Dowla, and to Mr. Middleton, and Huſſen Reza Khan, and 
Hyder Beg Khan, not to moleſt the Begum's Jagheer, and to let them remain as formerly, with 
the Begum's Aumils. And it is here ſuſpected of me, that my Aumil plundered the e of 


* 


Mr. John Gordon: The Caſe is this; Mr. John Gordon arrived at Tandah, a Jagheer of mine, 
fighting with the Zemindars of Akberpoor, which belongs to the Khalſeh. Accordingly, Mr. John 
Gordon having come to Tandah, my Aumil performed whatever appertained to his Duty. After- 
wards Mr. John Gordon wrote to me to ſend my People, that he might cotne with them to F hea 
bad. I ſent People accordingly to bring Mr. John Gordon, and the ſaid Gentleman arrived here 
in complete Safety; and Mr John Gordon is now preſent, aſk him yourſelf of theſe Matters, Mr. 
John Gordon will repreſent Matters in Detail; the Truth will then become known, how ill 
tounded the Calumny is. Should you come here for a few Days, it will be very well, and if * 
| | -- W 


* 
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will wait on you; and your coming here is very neceſſary, that all my Affairs may become ar. 
ranged; and ſend a ſpeedy Anſwer to my Letters, and Letter to Aſuph ud Dowlah and Mr 
Middleton, and Huſſen Reza, Khan, and Hyder Beg Khan, on the Subject of ceaſing to moleſt 


my Jagheers, and ſend me conſtantly News of your Health, for my Peace of Mind depends 

thereon.” 4453 244 VER” + 174929. eee e 

Io prove the Situation and the Reſources of the Rajah Cheyt Sing, at the Time the 

Begums reſcued Captain Gordon, n Wea FF 
Read, the following Extract from the Benares Narrative, beginning at Page 4 4 of 

the ſame. vin "Py 5 

(a) * Troops entertained after the Arrival of Cheit Sing at Lutteefpoor. 


Firſt, entertained at Lutteefpoor, Matchlock and Sword Men — 20 
Second, Nujjeeb, Sword Men from Lucknow _ . 1 
- | 1 7 Total . . | | $000 


6 Troops aſſembled from different Places. 


Horſe and Foot with Juggur Dew Sing — — TIO 500 
Matchlock Men arrived with Bukht Sing, by Order from the Rajah — 1,200 
With Gomaun Sing, ſent for by the Rajah, Matchlock- Men — 500 
From the Fougedar of Biddevee arrived, Matchlock Men 8 1, 000 
Rajepoots of the Tribe of Rugbunſee from Kurraukut — — 3.000 
Arrived with Dillon Sing, Fougedar of Mukurun Badſhahpoor, Match- * 
lock Men — Wap: 7 — — 1,500 
Cavalry and Infantry arrived with Rezza Cooli Khan, from Mirzapoor 6 
Rajepoots collected from Agoree and Purwah, by Dia Lutchlo  — _ 500 
Of the Tribe or Caſt of Khummaur, collected by Soojaun Sing * 1,000 
Sword and Matchlock Men with Ramjeeawun &  — | ado | 2,000 


; | 11,509 
« To which are to be added, Huſbandmen and Adventurers, who took up Arms voluntarily, mak- 
ing the foregoing Number amount to near Forty thouſand. | es \ 


« Theſe Forces were divided between Lutteefpoor, Pateeta, and Ramnagur. The beſt reputed 
of them were at Pateeta, and the great Maſs, COMPOnng the laſb Corps, with a Part of the others, 
at Lutteefpoor with the Rajah, who had fixed his Reſidence at that Place ſince his Flight from 
Shewallah Ghaut. | | : * 

« Before I proceed, it may not be improper to ſtate the other Reſources on which he, not very - 
unreaſonably, depended for lengthening the War, if not for Succeſs in the Courfe of it. Th 

« Firſt, his Fortreſſes; of which there are many, and ſome of conſiderable Extent and 
Strength, erected in various Parts of the Zemeedary. Of theſe the Two Principal are Bidjeygur 
and Lutteefpoor. Ramnagur ſcarcely deſerves to be named with them; and Pateeta has been 
rendered conſiderable only by its having been a capital Scene of his Oppoſition, and of our 
Victories. | - 
HgBidjeygur is a Fort erected on the ſolid Rock of a Hill, riſing to the Height of 945 perpen- - 
dicular Feet from the level Ground. It lies about Fifty Miles in a South-Eaſt Direction from 
Chunar. It was the Depoſitory of all his and his Father's Treaſures, 

« [Lutteefpoor is a large Fort, built with Stone, and ſurrounded by Hills, and, either from 
Neglect or Deſign, obſtructed from diſtant View by Frees and thick Shrubs ſurrounding it. It lies 
about 14 Miles Eaſtward from Chunar. 

« Pateeta is a very large Town, ſurrounded by a Rampart of Earth, extending to a great Dif- 
tance beyond it to the Hills adjoining. The Fort itſelf is a ſmall ſquare Houſe of Stone, itſcIF 
fortified with Four round Towers, and incloſed with a high Rampart, and a Dirch which is in molt 
Parts broad and deep. Its greateſt Advantage againſt an Enemy, to whom Delay was Defeat, was 
that it was inviſible to its Aſſailants. | 

« Ramnagur has been deſcribed already. The other Forts, whatever their Conſequence under 
a different Train of Succeſſes might have been, are of none to the Events of this Narrative. 

« His next great Reſource was his Wealth ; on which he looked, and thought himſelf invincible; 
an Expreſſion which I borrow from one of the meaneſt of his Dependants. It is credibly affirmed, 
that he inherited from his Father, Bulwant Sing, a complete Crore of Rupees, to which it is be- 
lieved that he made conſiderable Additions, | 

« The Diſtreſſes of our Government, and the Power and Number of its Enemies, may allo be 
reckoned, though negative, yet amongſt his Reſources. The reft were deluſory, which the falſe 
and violent Counſels ot his Brother Soojaun Sing, and his Buxey Suddanund, impoſed on his In- 
experience, and the Pliancy and Aptitude of his Diſpoſition,” 


* 


* 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 126. 
To 


( jor ) 
To Pee the Situation of Mr. Haſtings at, and after, the above mentioned Conduct 
of the Begums towards Captain Gordon, 


Read, the following Extract from Mr. Haſtings's Second Defence, 


« Tt is well known, that, by the Example and at the Inſtigation of Rajah Cheit Sing, the Zemindar 
of Benares, the Inhabitants of that Diſtrict revolted from our Government, and continued in a 
State of Rebellion from the 22d of Auguſt to the 22d of September 1781. During this ſhort, but 
important Period, I was confined to the Fortreſs and Plain of Chunar; and in a Situation which, 
in the Apprehenſion of many, portended certain Deſtruction to myſelf, and my ſmall Party.“ 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould next produce 
ſeveral Letters from Captain M*Donald, to the ſame Point. 


Read, from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book, A. already delivered i in, beginning at 
Page 100 of the ſame Book, the following Extract of a Letter from Major * 
to Captain Jaques, dated Camp, Fyzabad, February 8th 1782. 


« To Captain Jaques, » the 2d Battalion, 2oth Regiment. 
« Sir, 

% Hoolaſs Roy, the Perſon appointed by the Nabob for tranſacting the Buſineſs for which the 
Troops are required here, will hold conſtant Communication and [Intercourſe with you; and as he 
is inſtructed and acquainted with the ,beſt Method to accompliſh this Buſineſs, Mr. Middleton 

requeſts implicit Attention to be paid to what he may. from Time to Time repreſent reſpecting 
the Priſoners, or the Buſineſs in which he is employed. In ſhort, as he is the Perſon nombre 

by the Nabob, he wiſhes Hoolaſs Roy to be conſidered in the n _— as if he himſelf was 
preſent. 

(Signed at the End) « N, Ta ylor, 
Major, . at Fazabad.” 
Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 124, Letter from Captain Jaques LY 
Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire. 


« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Sir, 

« I am this inſtant honoured with your Letter of Yeſterday's Date: Immediately upon the 
Receipt of it, I ſent for your Agent Hooloſs Roy, who informs me, that Doondey Khawn, the 
TRIP _ wrote about, has left Fyzabad four Days ago, and that it is ſuppoſed he has taken the 

anſey Ro 
, Upon my aſking him his Reaſon for not informing me ef this Matter upon his firſt obtaining 
e of it, he gave me to underſtand, that he received no Orders from Mr. Jahnfon, upon 
his leaving Lucknow, either to inform me of any Thing that happened, or that he knew he was to 
have any Intercourſe with me. 

I have thought it neceſſary to deſire Hooloſs Roy to communicate any Intelligence of conſe· 
quence to me, from Time to Time, that he may obtain. 

« ] have the Honour to be, 
« Sir, 
« Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
« Palace, Fyzabad, 


(Signed) © Leo! —_— Captain 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 79, Letter from Mr. William Davy to 
Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire. 


&« Sir n | 
« ] am directed by the Governor General to inform you | that the Bearer, Hoolaus Raie, who 
attended here by your Orders, has been examined as to the Points on which he could give Infor- 
mation, and has now received Permiſſion to return. 


« December 21ſt 1781, | « I am, Sir, 
Benares. « Your moſt obedient Servant, 
: (Signed) « W Day ys 
« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire. - « P, Perſ® Tranſl.” 


Then the Managers for the Commons defired NATHANIEL MIDDLETON 
Eſquire might be called ; and being called in, he was examined as follows : 


L. To what Period do you confine your Idea of the Rebellion o the Begums? 
982 Q. During 


To the latter End of September 1781. 
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Q, During what Period of Time is it that you ſtate the Begums were doing what you call Acts 
of Rebellion? 8 
A. From the firſt breaking out of the Inſurrection at Benares to the End of the Month of Sep- 


tember, or nearly the End of the Month of September. 


Q. Did you ſuppoſe the Rebellion to have ceaſed when you left Chunar with the Nabob ? 
A. I ſuppoſed it had. | 


Q. Do you mean that you heard of no Hoſtilities whatever upon the Part of the Begums after- 
wards, either againſt the Naboh or the Engliſh Government? | 
A. Upon the Reſumption of the Jaghires, I conceive that the Begums did commit Acts of Hoſtility, 
at leaſt, that they threatened Hoſtilities : I cannot ſay they actually committed any Acts of Hoſtility, 


but they threatened them. 


Did you enter in your Letter Book the Whole of the Correſpondence reſpecting this ſuppoſed 
Rebellion of the Begums, either with Mr. Haſtings or Colonel Hannay ; or any other Perſon ? 
A. The Whole of my Publick Correſpondence. 5 


Q. Did you not repeat the Subſtance of many Letters which you had received from Colonel 
Hannay, in a Letter of yours, dated the 19th of October, to Mr. Haſtings? | 

A. I recolle& making Extracts of ſeveral Letters which I received from Colonel Hannay, in a 
Letter to Mr. Haſtings; but I cannot ſay that that was exactly the Date. I recolle& making 
. — of the Letters in my Poſſeſſion from Colonel Hannay, and making it a Letter to Mf. 
Haſtings. | | h | 


Then a Book was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and he was aſked, 


Q. ls this one of the Letter Books upon which you ſo entered your Publick Correſpondence ? 
A. Yes; this is a Letter Book in which I entered Letters that were received by me in my 
Publick Capacity. . 


b Then the following Paſſage was read to the Witneſs, from Page 86 of the ſaid 
ook : 


J was favoured with yours of the 3d this Morning; and have the Pleaſure to repeat to you, 
« that every Thing is quiet in this Pergunna of Nabob Gunge.” T1 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. Does that Book contain Copies of Letters you ſent ? 
A. No; this Book does not. 


Q. Does the Letter referred to by the Expreſſion © I repeat to you,” &c. appear in that Book ? 
A. The Letter is from Major Naylor to me: The Expreſſion is this“ I have the Pleaſure to 
repeat to you every Thing is quiet in this Pergunna of Nabob Gunge.” 


Q. Do any of thoſe Letters from Colonel Hannay, the Contents of which you afterwards re- 


capitulate in your Letter of the 19th of October 1781, to Mr. Haſtings, appear in your Book? 


A. I believe they do not: I do not recolle& they do. 


Q. Why do not they appear in your Letter Book ? 
A. I believe they were all private Letters—familiar Letters—in which he occaſionally ſpoke of 
the Circumſtances relative to the Begums. : | 


Q. Was not the Matter communicated to you by Colonel Hannay in thoſe Letters, made the 
Ground of the whole Proceedings againſt the Begums, in the Order received from Mr. Haſtings to 
ſeize the Treaſures ? N | 

A. I apprehend not: Every Thing contained in thoſe Letters was afterwards confirmed by Co- 
lonel Hannay, upon Oath, before Sir Elijah Impey—the principal Matters: I will not ſay, every 
Thing; but the principal Facts related in thoſe Letters, were confirmed by Colonel Hannay, 
upon Oath, before Sir Elijah Impey. | 


Q. Then the Matter contained in thoſe Letters, not depending upon the Evidence of the Let- 
ters alone, but confirmed on Oath, was made the whole Ground of your proceeding againſt the 
ums? 
* Not the whole, I conceive; that muſt have been ſome Part of the Ground of the Pro- 
ceedings. | 


Q. Had you not received Intimation from Mr. Haſtings of his Pleaſure, that the Treaſure of 
the Begums ſhould be ſeized, before Colonel Hannay made any ſuch Affidavit ? | 
A. I have not a very perfect Recollection of the Time of the firſt Communication of Mr. 
Haſtings's Pleaſure relative to the ſeizing the Treaſures. I remember having Converſation with 


Sir Elijah Impey, whilſt he was at Lucknow; but certainly I never conceived that Propoſition 
came 
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came from Mr. Haſtings : My Idea was, it was a Propoſition from the Nabob, though not ac- 
tually or formally made to Mr. Haſtings; and I can take upon me to affirm, it had been fre- 
quently mentioned in Converſation with the Nabob or his Miniſters, Jong before Sir Elijah Impey 
arrived in Lucknow. Upon looking over the Correſpondence, I find, that the firſt Propoſition 


made to Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject, was dated the ad of December 17813 the firſt Propo- 
fition from myſelf. | | | ; 


Q. The firſt Propoſition from yourſelf ? 


A. The firſt Propoſition from myſelf appears to be dated the 2d of December 1781. 


Q. Was Mr. Haſtings's Anſwer to that Letter of the 2d of December, the firſt Communica- 
tion which you received from Mr. Haſtings himſelf upon that Subject? | 

A. No, certainly not: I have before ſaid, I recolle& very well having ſome Converſation with 
Sir Elijah Impey upon the Subject while he was at Lucknow, which was the End of November. 


Q. Did not Sir Elijah Impey bring the Propoſition to you from Mr. Haſtings to this Effect: 
That the Nabob ſhould propoſe to Mr. Haſtings to ſeize the Treaſure of the Begums ? | | 

A. The Recollection I have of Sir Elijah Impey's Communication to me was this: that Mr. 
Haſtings conſidered the Conduct of the Begums to have forfeited their Claims to the Company's 
Protection; and that if the Nabob ſhould be diſpoſed to ſeize the Begums Treaſures as the Trea- 
ſures of the State, Mr. Haſtings would not obſtruct him? As far as I can charge my Memory with 
it, that was the Propoſition of Sir Elijah Impey's Communication. | 


oy For + you ever make any Communication of any Sort reſpecting the ſeizing the Treaſures to 
Mr. Haſtings, prior to Sir Elijah Impey's Arrival at Lucknow? | 
A. No, certainly not. 


Q. Was not your Letter of the 2d of December a publick Letter to Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I do not recolle& : I beg Leave to refer to the Letter itſelf. 


Qt. Do you remember when you received an Anſwer to your Letter of the 2d of December 1781 ? 
A. I would refer to the Letter. | 


Then a Book was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and he was aſked, 


Q. "Ha did you receive the Anſwer to that Letter, whether it was publick, or whether it was 
private | 
A. I believe Mr. Haſtings's Anſwer was upon the 26th of December. 


Q. Whether this Paſſage in your Letter of the 6th of December19781—* Your Pleaſure reſpecting 
« the Begums, I have learnt from Sir Elijah Impey, and the Meaſure you propoſe ſhall ſoon 
« follow the Reſumption of the Jaghires,” relates to the Propoſition verbally communicated to 
you by Sir Elijah Impey from Mr. Haſtings? | 

A. I have no Doubt it did. 


Q. In your Letter of the 2d of December 1781, there is this Paſſage—< the Nabob writes you 
5 _ upon the Subject, you have his Letter incloſed:ꝰ Did you ever ſee that Letter from the 
abob | 


A. No, I do not know that I did; I believe I did not: But I underſtood the Purport of it. 


Q. From whom did you receive it ? | 
A. Either from the Nabob or his Miniſter, I cannot ſay which: probably from the Miniſter, 


Q.: Do you know why that Letter has never appeared? 
A. I do not. 


Q. Did you conſider the Reſiſtance to the Reſumption of, the Jaghires as any Ground for the 
Determination to ſeize the Treaſures of the Begums ? | ; bo 

A. I did not; the actual Reſiſtance to the Reſumption of the Jaghires was after the Meaſure 
of ſeizing the Treaſures had been determined upon. | | 


Q. Had any Meaſures been taken, or any Notice given, or any Perwanna iſſued for ſeizing the 
Jaghires, prior to the 2d of December 1781 ? 
A. I do not know that any Steps had actually been taken, that any poſitive Acts had been done, 


but no doubt the Communication had been made; it was generally known the Jaghires were to be 
reſumed previous to that Period. . 


Q. Do you mean that it was known that the Jaghires were to be reſumed before the Nabob had 
conſented to the Meaſure. 


A. I believe it was a Meaſure which it was ſuppoſed was to take place equally, whether the 
Nabob agreed to it or not, whether it was conſiſtent with the Nabob's Wiſhes or not. 


Then 


. : " 3” 
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Then a Letter, dated 6th December 1781, was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and the fol- 
lowing Paſlage read to him. | . 


« Finding the Nabob wavering about the Reſumption of the Jaghires, I this Day, in the Pre. 
&« ſence of and with the Miniſters Concurrence, ordered the neceſſary Perwannas to be written to the 
« ſeveral Aumils for that Purpoſe; and it was my firm Reſolution to have diſpatched them this 
« Evening, with proper People to fee them punctually and implicitly carried into Execution (a).“ 


z 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, : 


Q. Did you write that Letter ? ' 
A. Yes; I have no Doubt of it. 


Q. Did you not afterwards actually iſſue your Perwanna, againſt the Nabob's Will, in order for- 
cibly to take Poſſeſſion of the Jaghires of the Begums? 

A. The Perwannas were written, but not iſſued; they were to have been accompanied by Per- 
wannas to a ſimilar Purport from the Nabob's Miniſtry. | hy 


7 


Read, from Book 82, Page 119, the following Extracts of Letters from Nathaniel 
Middleton Eſquire to Warren Haſtings Eſquire, in the Appendix to a Conſultation 
of 12th June 1783: FE | 


| « Fort William, the 12th June 1783. 
« At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
Edward Wheler, 
John Macpherſon, Eſquires. 
John Stables, 


« The Honourable Warren Haſtings. 


« My dear Sir, | Lucknow, 6th December 1781. 
« Finding the Nabob wavering in his Determination about the Reſumption of the Jagheers, I 
this Day, in Preſence of, and with the Miniſters Concurrence, ordered the neceſſary Perwannahs 
to be weitten to the ſeveral Aumils for that Purpoſe; and it was my firm Reſolution to have diſ- 
patched them this Evening, with proper People to ſee them punctually and implicitly carried into 
Execution; but, before they were all tranſcribed, I received a Meſſage from the Nabob, who had 
been informed by the Miniſter of the Reſolution I had taken, entreating that I would withhold the 
Perwannahs until To-morrow Morning, when he would attend me, and afford me Satisfaction on 
this Point. As the Loſs of a few Hours, in the Diſpatch of the Perwannahs, appeared of little 
Moment; and as it is poſſible the Nabob, ſeeing that the Buſineſs will at all Events be done, may 
make it an Act of his own, I have conſented to indulge him in his Requeſt ; but be the Reſult of 
our Interview whatever it may, nothing ſhall prevent the Orders being iſſued To-morrow, either 
by him or myſelf, with the Concurrence of the Miniſters. Your Pleaſure reſpecting the Begums 
I have learnt from Sir Elijah, and the Meaſure heretofore propoſed will ſoon follow the Reſump- 
tion of the Jagheers; from both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no Doubt of the com- 
plete Liquidation of the Company's Balance (2). 
« I am, &c. 
« Nath. Middleton.” 


« The Honourable Warren Haſtings. 


« My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 7th December 1781. 

] had the Honour to addreſs you Yeſterday, informing you of the Steps I had taken in re- 
gard to the Reſumption of the Jagheers. This Morning the Vizier came to me, according to his 
Agreement, but ſeemingly without any Intention or Deſire to yield me Satisfaction on the Subject 
under Deſcription ; for, after a great Deal of Converſation, conſiſting, on his Part, of trifling 
Evaſion and puerile Excuſes for withholding his Aſſent to the Meaſures, tho' at the ſame Time 
profeſſing the molt implicit Submiſſion to your Wiſhes, I found myſelf without any other Reſource 
than the One of employing that excluſive Authority with which I conſider your Inſtructions to 
veſt me. I therefore declared to the Nabob, in Preſence of the Miniſter and Mr. Johnſon, who I 
deſired might bear Witneſs of the Converſation, that I conſtrued the Rejection of the Meaſure 
propoſed as a Breach of his ſolemn Promiſe to you, and an Unwillingnels to yield that Aſſiſtance, 
which was evidently in his Power, towards liquidating his heavy accumulating Debt to the Com- 
pany, and that I muſt in conſequence determine, in my own Juſtificacion, to iſſue immediately the 
Perwannahs, which had only been withheld in the ſanguine Hope, that he would be prevailed upon 
to make that his own Act, which nothing but the moſt urgent Neceſſity could force me to 
make mine. He left me without any Reply, but afterwards ſent for his Miniſter, and authorized 


— 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XXXVIII. (5) Vide Appendix, ibid. 4 
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him to give me Hopes that my Requiſition would be complied with, on which I expreſſed my Sa- 
tisfaction, but declared that I could admit of no further Delays, and unleſs I received his Excel- 
ſency's formal Acquieſcence before the Evening, I ſhould then moſt aſſuredly iſſue my Perwan- 
nahs, which I have accordingly done, not having had any Aſſurances from his Excellency that 
could juſtify a further Suſpenſion. I ſhall, as ſoon as poſlible, inform you of the Effect of the 
Perwannahs, which, in many Parts, 1 am apprehenſive, it will be found neceſſary to enforce with 
Military Aid; I am not however entirely without Hopes, that the Nabob, when he ſees the In- 
efficacy of further Oppoſition, may alter his Conduct, and prevent the Confuſion and diſagreeable 
Conſequences which would be too likely to reſult from the Proſecution of a Meaſure of ſuch Im- 
portance without his Concurrence. His Excellency talks of going to Fayzabad for the Purpoſe 
heretofore mentioned, in Three or Four Days; I wiſh he may be ſerious in this Intention, and you 
may reſt aſſured I ſhall ſpare no Pains to keep him to it. | 
| « I am, &c. 3 
(Signed) Nath. Middleton.“ 


Q. Do you mean, that you did not actually iſſue your Perwannah ? 

A. The Perwannahs, I believe, never went further than the Miniſter's Hands. Upon reading 
this Letter, I have a Recollection that ſome of the Perwannahs were ſealed, and given to the Mi- 
niſter who was to diſpatch them ; but they never went beyond his Hands. | 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, 82, Page 125, the following Letter, from Mr, 
Middleton to the Governor General. | 


« The Honourable W. Haſtings, 


* My dear Sir, Lucknow, the gth Dec. 1781. 

„ had the Honour to addreſs you on the 57th inſtant, informing you of the Converſation 
which had paſſed between the Nabob and me, on the Subject of reſuming the Jagheers, and the 
Step I had taken in conſequence. His Excellency appeared to be very much hurt and incenſed 
at the Meaſure, and loudly complains of the Treachery of his Miniſters, firſt, in giving you any 
Hopes that ſuch a Meaſure would be adopted; and, ſecondly, in their promiſing me their whole 
Support in carrying it through. But, as I apprehend, rather than ſuffer it to appear that the 
Point had been carried in Oppoſition to his Will, he at length yielded a nominal Acquieſcence, 
and has this Day iſſued his own Perwannah to that Effect; declaring, however, at the ſame Time, 
both to me and his Miniſters, that it is an Act of Compulſion. I hope to be able, in a few Days, 
in conſequence of this Meaſure, to tranſmit you an Account of the actual Value and Produce of 
the Jagheers, oppoſed to the nominal Amount at which they ſtand rated on the Books of the 
Sircar. ; 

&« have the Pleaſure to inform you, the Nabob till adheres to his Reſolution of proceeding 
immediately to Fayzabad, for the Purpoſes already mentioned to you, and will, I believe, depart 
in Three Days from this Date. I entertain the moſt flattering and ſanguine Expectations 
from his Journey ; and we ſhall not be kept long in Suſpence concerning the Reſult, as he is 
convinced of the Danger and Impropriety of Delay.” | 


Then the Witneſs was aſked ; 


Q. Are not all theſe Parts of your private Correſpondence with Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. They are. | 


Q. Where are Mr. Haſtings's private Anſwers to thoſe Letters ? | 

A, They are to be found in the ſame Book, I believe: If there were any Anſwers written, 
they are in the Books; all the Letters, to my Knowledge, received and written upon this Sub- 
ject, are in thoſe Books. | | 


Q. Look at that Book now before you, and account, if you can, why there are ſo many looſe 
Pages in that Book ; and why there are Three Series of Pages; not as in the other Books, where 
the Pages are carried on from the Beginning to the End; and that upon Paper evidently of a dif- 
terent Sort: Firſt of all, do you obſerve any looſe Leaves ? | £ 

A. Yes, there are. 


Q. Do you obſerve any Interruption of the Series of the Papers ? 

A. Thoſe Letters are not entered regularly by any Means : The Interruption that appears in 
the Pages is, that the Letters were copied upon different Sections of Paper at different Times; 
and they are bound up, as the Sections were, without any general paging of the Whole, 


Q. Do you obſerve any Difference of Paper in particular Parts of the Book? 
A. Yes, there are certainly different Papers. I mult obſerve, that I never delivered theſe Books 
as complete Copies of my Correſpondence ; they were ſuch Copies as I happened to have in my 
Poſſeſſion. A great many of the Copies of Ls had been taken, in a great Hurry, upon my 
8 | leaving 
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leaving Lucknow; and mentioned that to the Houſe of Commons at the Time they were deli- 
vered: I did not deliver them as complete Copies z but J mentioned at the Time, that I thought 
they would be found very defective. | 


Q. Do you remember when wy were bound up in the Form of Books ? 
A. They were bound up in Calcurta. 


Q. Do you mean, you carried down your Correſpondence to Calcutta, and that chere that Cor- 
reſpondence was copied, and then bound in thoſe Books ? On 

A. It was bound up in Calcutta, and copied at Lucknow; ſome were copied while I ſtaid ar 
Lucknow, and fome of the others were ſent even long after I arrived at Calcutta. 


Q. Whether any of them were copied at Calcutta ? 
A. The laſt Leaves ſeem to have been copied at Calcutta. 


Q. (from a Lord.) Is it only in one Part of the Book where the Change of Paper is, or different 
Parts ? ; | 
A. It is of different Kinds, in different Parts of the Book. 


Q. Are we to underſtand, in point of Fact, that thoſe were not the Books in which your Correſ- 
pondence was copied at Lucknow; your Office Letter Books? B 
A. My Copy Books of Letters were left at Lucknow; complete Copies of my Correſpondence 


were left in my Office at Lucknow; thoſe are Copies I had taken for my own private Satisfaction. 


Compleat Copies of all my Correſpondence will be found in the Reſident's Office at Lucknow 
Copies of Letters received. 


Q. (from a Lord). Are thoſe Copies of Copies, or Copies of Originals? 
A. Copies of Originals in ſome Inſtances, I cannot ſay in others; they are not the official Books 
of my Office; and the Reaſon, I apprehend, of ſeveral looſe Leaves being here is, they were Let- 
rers — at Calcutta, after 1 bad quined my Office at Lucknow; and ſome even from Per- 
ſons in Calcutta. 


- Q. Then thoſe Books do not contain Copies of all the Correſpondence in your publick official 
Letter Book at Lucknow ? 8 5 

A. I rather apprehend they do not; they were copied in a great Hurry, and I have no doubt 
a great many Letters muſt have been omitted in the Hurry of copying. 


Q. Who ſuperintended the Copying of thoſe Letters, and directed what ſhould be inſerted in 
thoſe Books, and what not? _ 

A. It was my With to have compleat Copies of the Whole, but I had not Time to get the 
Whole while I ſaid at Lucknow; many Copies of Letters were ſent to me after I quitted my Office; 
they are in different Hands, by ſeveral Aſſiſtants and Writers that I employed at Lucknow. 


Q. Were there any Directions given for a Selection? 
A. No, none. | 


Q. Are you ſure that 2 copied into thoſe Books all the Letters you received from Lucknow 
that were fent down to Calcutta ? 
A. I believe I have, but I cannot abſolutely aſſert it as a Fact, becauſe being in looſe Leaves, 


ſome may have been loſt; I cannot ſay I have, or have not; I certainly meant to include in them all 
the Letters I received from Lucknow. 


Q: Were not ſome original Letters tranſmitted to you from Lucknow ? ' 
A. After my Departure from Lucknow, ſome original Letters were written to me, undoubtedly; 
but no original Letters were ſent from my Office at Lucknow to me at Calcutta. 


Q. Did you look over the whole Correſpondence tranſmitted to you from Lucknow before you 
cauſed the Letters to be bound up? 

A. No, I do not believe I did; they were not bound up by me, they were bound up by Mr, 
Johnſon,. who had a Perſon employed in binding them for ſeveral Days. | | 


Q: Then to your own Knowledge you cannot aſſert whether any Letters were, or were not, omitted 
in the binding up ? 


A. I certainly cannot; but I have no Reaſon to believe, that any one Letter could poſlibly be 
withheld from Deſign. 


Then a Book was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and he was aſked ; 


Q, Whether a Number of Pages are not torn out at a very critical Part of this Correſpondence, 
the Tags bagnoing at Ne 1. afterwards; the Letter Book is marked D? 
A. This is in the ſame State as the others, with a Number of looſe Letters and Pages which 


were copied in Calcutta, 


Q. The 


\ 


IK 6 5 


Q. The Queſtion put to you is, whether you obſerve ja that Book, that any, and what Num- 
ber of Pages, ſubſequently to the binding up, have been torn out, both at the Beginning and the 
End? | 

A. It appears to be very incomplete. 

Q. Do the Pages of that Book appear to go in a regular Series ſo far avis left of it? 

A. They do, | | | 


Q. What is the Firſt Page mentioned there? 
A. Page 1. 


Q. Can you account for thoſe Leaves having been evidently torn out at the Beginning and End 
of that Book ? | | 

A. It is impoſſible for me to judge; I cannot take upon me to ſay any of them have been 
torn out. | | 


Q. There are Pages looſe ? 
A. Yes. - 


. Is there any Mark upon thoſe Iooſe Pages, that looks as if they had been bound with the 


A. No, I do not believe there is. 


Q. Look at the Book, and ſay, whether it appears to you the Book has originally been 3 
larger Book ? | | | 
A. It does appear ſo, 


Then the Book was brou ght to the Table, and inſpected by the Houſe, 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. Whether, when the Nabob aſſented to ſeizing the Treaſures, he did not aſſent to it as an 
Alternative, in order to be releaſed from being preſſed on the Part of the Britiſh Government to 
reſume the Jagheers ? | | 

A. I believe he did mention it as an Alternative. His Expreſſion was, that if it was meant to 
enable him to pay his Debt to the Company, it would be better effected, by taking his hereditary 
Treaſures from the Begums. I believe that is the Expreſſion. 


Q Did you make the Propoſition to the Nabob, or did the Nabob propoſe it to you as an Al- 


ternative ? | 8 
A. The ſeizing of the Treaſures? 
Q. Yes. 
A. I have ſaid he did propoſe it as an Alternative. 


Q. Did you acquaint Mr. Haſtings with that ? 
A. I wrote to Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject; but I wiſh to refer to the Letter. 


Read, the following Letter from Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire to Warren Haſtings 
Eſquire, from the Appendix to a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 82, 
already delivered in, beginning at Page 108 of the ſame Book. 


Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
| At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident z 
Edward Wheler, | 
John Macpherſon, | Eſquires. 
John Stables, 


* To the Honourable Warren Haſtings. 


« My dear Sir, Lucknow, the ad December 1781. 

* had Yeſterday the Honour of informing you of the Meſſage I ſent to the Nabob through 
the Miniſter reſpecting the Jagheers, to which Fig Excellency this Morning returned me a Reply, 
purporting, that, if the Meaſure propoſed was intended to procure the Payment of his Balance due 
to the Company, he could better and more expeditiouſly effect that Object, by taking from his 
Mother what ſhe is very able to ſpare, and what he has an undoubted Right, as he conceives, to 
exact from her. The preſent Debt to the Company, as he with Truth obſerves, is a great Part 
handed down from his Father, and the Funds from which he might have been enabled to liqui- 
date it, it is notorious were withheld from him by the Begum on the late Nabob's Death; that, 
according to the Laws of the Koran, and the invariable Guſto of the Country, he is juſtly en- 
titled to the whole Eſtate and Treaſures of his Father, and could legally demand their being = 
in las. Poſſeflionz but that the Sum he deſires to take from his Mother (about Sixty Lac ) 
bears no Sort of Proportion to the immenſe Wealth which fell into her Hands on the _ _ 
9 atner, 
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Father, nor would it bear at all hard upon her, as he knows how much her Treaſures exceed that 
Sum. All therefore that he aſks, is, not to be interrupted in recovering a Part of his hereditary 
Right, by which he will be enabled to diſcharge immediately the Whole of his Debt to the Com- 
any. N | 
"Y This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propoſition ; and, as to the Point of Right, admitting it to 
be leſs clear and defined than the Nabob chuſes to conſider it, you may poſſibly be of Opinion, 
that the Conduct of the Begums on the late Diſturbances at Benares, as ſer forth in the ſeveral 
Teſtimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the Pro. 
tection and Mediation of the Company; and further, that it may not be political, or yet perfectly 
_ to truſt them any longer with ſuch powerful Means of promoting an Oppoſition to our In- 
tereſts, 

« For my own Part, I am fo well perſuaded of the Diſaffection of the Begums, particularly the 
preſent Nabob's Mother, to our Cauſe, and of their Promptitude to unite in any Meaſure to diſtreſs 
us, that I could very eaſily reconcile it to my Conſcience to aſſiſt the Nabob, inſtead of obſtructing 
him, in wreſting from them every Benefit they enjoy beyond a decent Maintenance z—however, this 
is only my own Opinion, and by no Means meant to influence yours. The Nabob writes you him- 
ſelf on this Subject, and you have his Letter incloſed. Neither he nor I expect that you ſhould 
give a formal Sanction to the Meaſures propoſed : It will be ſufficient that you but hint your Opi- 
nion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excellency, whether you would, or would not, oppoſe 
his Deſign. Let me entreat you therefore, my dear Sir, to favour me with a Line by the Return 
of the Dauk, and if your Sentiments ſhould happen to accord with my own, I doubt not but I. 
ſhould be able to congratulate you in a very ſhort Space of Time upon the Remittance of a hand- 
{ome Sum to the Preſidency. | 

« I am, &c, 
(Signed) Nath. Middleton“. 


« P. S. Whatever may be your Reſolution upon the Subject of this Letter, it will be expedient to 
keep it ſecret, The Reſumption of the Jagheers it is neceſſary to ſuſpend until I have your Senti- 
ments on this Letter.” Pig 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. Did you at this Time conſider the Engliſh Guarantee as withdrawn from the Begums Ez 
A. At this Time it was not formally withdrawn; I did not underſtand it to be formally with- 
drawn at this Time, 3 


Q. Explain what you mean by formally: When was it formally withdrawn? 
A. Mr. Haſtings, at that Time, had not expreſſed his formal Acquieſcence to the Nabob's 
Propoſal. : | 


Q. Do you know when that Acquieſcence was ſignified ? 
A, Upon the Twenty- ſixth of December. 


Q. Did you conſider that as a formal Withdrawing ? 
A. Yes, I did, | 


Q. You ſay you conſider the Letter of Mr. Haſtings, of the Twenty-ſixth of December, as a 
formal Withdrawing of it; and you did not conſider it as a formal Withdrawing before that 
Time ? | | | . 

A. No, as far as I could judge I did not; Mr. Haſtings's firſt Letter is dated the Twenty-ſixth of 
December; in that he ſays, * I approve of the Nabob's Reſolution to deprive the Begums of their 
Treaſure,” | | 


Q. You do not remember any former Letter, in which he expreſſes the ſame Approbation ? 
A. Not before this. 


Q. Did you then conſider the Guarantee as in Force, when you parted from Mr. Haſtings, after 
ſigning the Treaty of Chunar? | 
A. I did. 


Q. Whether you had any Reaſon to believe, that Mr. Haſtings conſidered the Guarantee as 
waſte Paper, at the Time he ſigned the Treaty of Chunar ? , | | 

A. If I might venture an Opinion upon the Subject, I ſhould ſuppoſe he did not conſider it in 
that Light intirely, or he would not have provided an Equivalent for the Jaghires, when they ſhould 
be reſumed, | 


Q. But had you any Means of knowing from him, or from any Communication made by him, 
in what View he did conſider it at the Time ? | | 
A, No. 


Then 


( 709 )) 


Then the following Paſſage from Mr. Haſtings's Defence was read: 


« The two diſtinct Acts, of reſuming the Jaghires, and ſeizing the Treaſures, are ee and 

improperly made to originate from one and the ſame Cauſe, viz. the Defection of the Begums in the In- 
ſurrettion at Benares. At the Time that the Reſumption of the Jaghires was reſolved on, the Con- 
duct of the Begums, though ſtrongly ſuſpe&ed, was not ſufficiently aſcertained, to juſtify depriving 
them of Jaghires held under the Pledge of the Company, without an Equivalent, and accordingly 
a full Compenſation was ſtipulated, Their Conduct, in openly and moſt violently oppoſing, by 
armed Force, the Nabob's Orders for the Reſumption of the Jaghires, though my were not to be 
Loſers by it z their exciting their Agents, and other Jagheerdars, to unite in forcible Reſiſtance ; and, 
laſtly, the ſubſequent Information which was obtained, of theix Zeal and Activity in ſupporting the 
Rebellion of Rajah Cheit Sing, ſpreading its Conſequences through the Nabob's Dominions, for the 
declared Purpoſe of Extirpation, were the Grounds of withdrawing the Fey s Guarantee (a).“ 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: 


Whether you conſidęred the Conduct of the Begums, i in reſiſting the Reſumption of the Jag- | 
| hires as a Ground for determining to confiſcate their N 
A. No, I certainly did not. g 


* For what Purpoſe did you go to Fyzabad with the Nabob in January y ? 
. I went in Conſequence of the Nabob's Requiſition, and Mr. Haſtings Order, to be preſent 
at Kizing the Treaſures; and to aſſiſt the Nabob, if neceſſary, in wreſting from his n 
Treaſures he conſidered as the Treaſures of his Father. 


Q. Was it at that Time you obſerved a large Body of Men aſſembled, as you conceived, 
in order to reſiſt the Execution of that Order? 

A. I underſtood there was a very large Body of Men aſſembled in the Town, for the Putpoſe of 
reliſting the Nabob, if he ſhould make any Attempt upon the ng rg 


Q. Was it at that Time you underſtood fo t 
A. Yes. 


Q 3 * any Attempts upon the Beg? iy 


Q. 2 articulate. uo 50d bes Maped tor with e bf the Ni b ele 
A. I am not clear they were informed for what Purpoſe the Nabob and 1 went down there, till 


-— Arrival there; nnn COIN aſſembled in tbs 
own. 


Q. Was it in order to 0 the Begums for that Inſtance of Reſiſtance, that the Nabob de- 
termined to ſeize their Treaſures ? | 

A. I cannot ſay it was for any immediate Purpofe of that Sort : The Nabob had, for a' long 
Time, talked of taking from the Begum the Treaſure which ſhe kept from him, and which 
conſidered as his Right. I am very ſure there is no Period, during m y Reſidence with him, in 


which he would not have done it, if he had not conſidered the Faith of the Colnpeny Nane wo 
the Begums, and to ſtand between him and them. | 


Q. That is no Anſwer to the Queſtion.” You fay, the Nabob and you went down to Fyzdbad 
for the expreſs Purpoſe of ſeizing the Treaſures: Do you meat that the Reſiſtance to the _ 
tion of that Purpoſe was the Origin of the Nabob's Purpoſe to ſeiae the Treaſures f 88a 

A. Does the Queſtion mean the Reſiſtance to the Act itſelf ? bot 

Yes. N 134 Aran: 
* No, hardly. 


Q. Did you conſider the Nabob's Right to the Treaſures as ning in Nec upon the 24 
of December, notwithſtanding the various Treaties and Guarantees: wh you and others had 
entered into, to protect the Begums 1 in the Poſſeſſion of them? f 

A. My Opinion was then, and is now, as I have often expreſſed, that the Begum, by the Part 


ſhe took in the Benares InſurreRion, had forfeited — Claim to un Protection of the en 
Government. 


Did you conceal from Mr. Haſtings 1 any Arguments which the Nabob urged in Support of 

his Claim or Right to thoſe Treaſures? 
; A. I did not. I underſtood the Nabob- wrote W to Mr. * himſelf upon this 
Q. Do you r not t recolle to have ſtated, as the fole- Ground upon which the Nabob propoſed to 
proceed | in reſuming the Treaſures, his Right, under the Laws of the Koran, to ſeize thee 7 
ures | 


A. I cannot ſay I can recolle& the Fact: If the Letter was ſhewn me, 1 could. 


— — 


"oy Vide ſupra, Page 415, Par. the laſt. | 5 | 
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( 710 ) 
Then the Letter was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and he was aſked, 


. You ſay, you never concealed from Mr. Haſtings any Thing the Nabob communicated to 
you upon the Subject : Did the Nabob ever mention their Behaviour, as one of the Grounds upon 
which he meant to take the Treaſures ? 

A. I never made any particular Communications. upon that Subject to Mr. Haſtings, conceiv. 

ing the Nabob's Letter would be very full upon it, which he wrote to Mr. Haſtings at the 
Time himſelf. I have, in my Pocket, a Letter from the Nabob upon the Subject, in the original 
Perſian Language: If your Lordſhips pleaſe, I am ready to ſubmit it, I believe it was written to 
me at the Time the Nabob wrote to Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject ; and | it does contain, probably, 
the ſame Sentiments, 


Q. You have ſaid, you delivered in all the Letters you had from the Nabob, or any Body elſe: 
If you have concealed any Letter, you have not delivered all the Correſpondence ? 

A. I cannot have ſtated, that I delivered all, the Correſpondence I ever had with the Nabob 
upon that or any other Subject. dare ſay, I have ſome Thouſands of Perſian Letters, which I 
could not have thought neceſſary to deliver to the Honourable the Houſe of Commons. I have a 
large Cheſt of them. 12124 


Whether you had, or had not, any Converſation, at the Time you wrote the Letter. of the 
2d December, with the Nabob, upon the ſuppoſed Miſconduct of the Begums? |. 
A. I have no Doubt I had; but I cannot recolle& all the Concertos I had with che Nabob, 
either upon that or any other Subject. 


Qi. Did you not afterwards,, under the Lg: of Mr. Haſtings, 3 to the Reſump- 
tion of the Jaghires, after you had ſeized the Treaſures ? - 
A. They were reſumed by the Nabob, after the Treaſures were ſeized, moſt TY: 


Q. Did you take any Share in that Reſumption? 
A. Nothing more than what has been repreſented; after the Nabob iſſued his own Purwannahs, 


they were of courſe enforced, 


. Do you mean to ſwear, that this Meaſure, from n to End, was wholly againſt the 
Nabob's Inclination, and by Compulſion? 

A. The Nabob did make Objections to it, as appears by the Letters that have been written, 
very ſtrong Odjections to it; and did maintain, at the Time, that it was an Act of Compulſion. 
I would wiſh to ſubmit to your Lordſhips my Opinion upon that Subject. His Objections I never 
. conceived to d to reſuming the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother : I muſt make the fame 
Obſervation with reſpect to that as I did to the ſcizing the Treaſures, that I am very ſure there was 
na Period, during my Reſidence, at which: he would not have done that alſo; but he would pro- 
bably have given them an Equivalent. They were a perpetual Ga uſe of Quarrel. He wiſhed to 
have reſumed them., and would have done it, unleſs. we had prevented him—The Objection pro- 
bably aroſe from the Reſumption of other Fan 0 Perſons to = he was perſonally reh 


That-is my Opinion. 
Q You are quite ſure that what you tid: now ated i is the Truth, Do you ſpeak this as a 


Thing that you know and are ſure of, or how? ? 
A. I ſpeak it as a Matter of Opinion; my own Belief * e 


2 Do you mean that your Belief and Opinion was at the Time, and is; that the Nabob would 
not have reſiſted the Reſumption of the Jaghires of his Mother and Dame if we cound 
have ſpared the Jaghires of his Favourites 78 Tas. 

A. I am very clear of that Opinion. 


Q. Was you ſo always ? 
A. I always was ſo, and am at this Moment. 


Q. The Managers find themſelves under fore Degree of Difculty v upon chat Anſwer; z for you 
have certainly ſworn directly contrary upon your laſt Examination? 

A. I recolle& what I ſaid upon my laſt Examination: I ſaid the ObjeAion aroſe upon the Re- 
ſumption of the Begums Jaghires, no other were then mentioned; but the Nabob was nenen 
informed the Whole would be reſumed, Orderlies and all. 


* 


Then the following Queſtions and Anſwers in the Examination of the Wenehp, on 
Thurſday, May the. 2{t, were read over by the Clerk (a). | 


Q. Whether the Nabob's Complaints were or were not confined to this Article of the ; Treat 
GENY the Wa e of the 1 rb | 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 618. 


(922) 
A. They were made upon that Occaſion, and 1 believe were confined, as far as I recollect, to 
the Subject of reſuming the Jaghires. | | 


Q. Can you or not recollect, whether Part of that Objection did not * point to the Re- 


ſumption of his Mother's Jaghires ? 
A. It is very poſſible it might; it was the moſt conſiderable, and the firſt Jaghire that was 


brought under Diſcuſſion. 


Then the Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar was read; as follows: 


« Art. 2. That, as great Diſtreſs has ariſen to the Nabob's Government from the Military Power 
and Dominion aſſumed by the Jagheerders, he be permitted to reſume ſuch as he may find neceſſary ; 
with a Reſerve, that all ſuch, for the Amount of whoſe Jagheers the Company are Guarantees, 
ſhall, in caſe of the Reſumption of their Lands, be pad the Amount of their net — 


through the Reſident, in ready Money. ) 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs: 


Q. (By the Managers). Whether the Ground of the Nabob's Complaint was not, that Mr. Haſt- 

ings endeavoured to compel him to reſume ſuch Jaghires as he, Mr. Haſtings, and not the Nabob, 
thought proper? 

A. It was, that Mr. Haſtings compelled bim to make a general Reſumption, inſtead of making 


it particular. 


Then the Managers for the Commons deſired a paſſage might be read from Mr: 
Haſtings's Defence at the Bar of the Houſe of Commons. 


Read, the following Extract from the MS. beginning at Page 237 of 64 ſame. 


« When the Nabob ſo earneſtly deſired my Sanction for the Reſumption of the Jaghires, he 
certainly had in View only the Begums, and a few others of Magnitude, which he —— pro- 
tected either by the Guarantee, or Favour of the Company. He could not be ſuppoſed to aſk my 
Sanction to the Reſumption of Grants in which the Company's Faith was by no Means con- 
cerned; but being aware that his Excellency intended a partial Reſumption, reſerving the Jag- 
gires for his particular Favourites, who, from their Character and Conduct, ought to be the firſt 
proſcribed, I determined to defeat the Deſign, by adviſing him to make the Reſumption general; 
and he engaged to follow my Advice. The Conſequence of this, his Excellency did not, at that 
Time, advert to; but when he diſcovered, that by the Spirit of the Agreement, and my deter- 
mined Adherence to it, he was precluded from ſhewing any Partiality ; and moreover, that the 
Produce of the Jagheers, when reſumed, inſtead of y_ immediately into his Poſſeſſion, was 
to be appropriated to the Liquidation of his Debt to the Company, for which I We 3 18 
lated, he became indifferent, and even apparently averſe to the Reſumption.“ (5) 


Q. ( the Counſel.) Whether the Point of the Nabob's Complaint was not to the Reſurption of 


the e of his Orderlies, and not thoſe of the Begums? 
ot particularly; I do not recollect he . — uy in particular; but it was my Opinion 


it related to the Jaghires of thoſe Orderlies. 


Q. (by the Managers.) Whether in that Converſation he Aid, or did not, e e object to the Re- 
of his Mother's Jaghires? 
believe he objected to the Meaſure altogether. 


Q. Can you or not recollect whether Part of that Objection did not  expreſly point to, the Re- 
ſumption of his Mother's Jaghires ? 
A. It is very poſſible it de, z that was the moſt conſiderable, and the F irſt Jaghire that was 


brought under Diſcuſſion, 


Q. Did he, or did he not; or do you recolle& any Thing about it ? 
A. I recollect his Objection was general; poſſibly the Obyettion n was made upon the Propoſal to 
reſume the Begum's Jaghires. 


J Q (9 4 Lord.) Upon Recollection, whether it was pointed to the Reſumption of his Mother's 
ghire 

A. I believe I have ſaid, that it was propaled to reſume the Mothers aghire ; that was the prin- 
Cipal one, and upon that it aroſe, 


The Managers for the Commons being aſked if they had any other Queſtion to put 
upon that, acquainted the Houſe they did not wiſh for any further Explanation, unleſs 
the Witneſs choſe to go into an Explanation. 


—_— 


* 


(a) Vide Appendix to hs Benares Narrative, P. 4; & ſupra, P. 139. 
(5) Vide ſupra, P. 416, Par. 2 , oe = in 
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A. If I have not expreſſed myſelf as I ought to have done upon that Occaſion, I hope your 
Lordſhips will now give me Leave, to declare what my Intention was ; I thought I had expreſſed 
it: it was, that the Queſtion of reſuming the Jaghires aroſe upon the Begum's, moſt certainly. I 
do not remember that at that Time any others were * but the Nabob was informed the Re- 
ſumptions were to be general, and not partial. | 


Q. Was the Nabob informed that the Reſumption was to be general! 0 

A. If I have not ſaid ſo all along, I muſt have loſt my Senſes; for I meant to ſay, Fn Nabob 
was informed from the firſt he was not to make a partial Selection, and reſume ſuch as he thought 
proper, but that the Reſumption was to be general. 


Q. Do you recollect the Second Article of the Treue of Chunar $ 
A. I cannot ſay I do. 


Read, the Second Article of the Treaty of Chunar, from the Appendix to the Davos 
Narrative, Page 4. 


« 2d. That as great Diſtreſs has wiki to the Nabob's Government from the inlets Power and 
Dominion aſſumed by the Jagheerdars, he be permitted to reſume ſuch as he may find neceſſary, 
with a Reſerve that all ſuch, = the Amount tr” x whoſe Jagheers the Company are Guarantees, 
ſhall, in caſe of the Reſumprion of their Lands, be paid the Amount of their net E 
through the Reſident, in ready Money (a).” 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


Q. When was the Nabob firſt told, that that Article of the Treaty was not to be perfectly ob- - 
ſerved ? 


A. I do not know, he was ever told it was not to be perfectly obſerved. 


Q. When was he told that the Expectation formed was, that he ſhould reſume all the Jaghires 
indiſcriminately ? 

A. The firſt Information I had of that was, I believe, from Sir Elijah Impey : to the beſt of my 
Recollection, that was the firſt Communication I had that the Whole of the Jaghires were to o be | 
reſumed, that the Whole of the Treaty was to be enforced. 


Q. Whether you do not confider ſuch Communication made to the Nabob to import that the 
Second Article of the Treaty was not to be obſeryed ? 
A. No. | 


Q. Do you then underſtand that by the Words of the Treaty, which ſtipulated that ſuch Jag- 


. hires were to be reſumed as the Vizier thought fit, it was underſtood to compriſe all, whether he 


thought them fit or not ? 


A. I would rather wiſh Mr. Haſtings himſelf ſhould explain that Article of the Treaty; I can- 
not ſay ; but it is a Matter of Opinion, if I offer any Thing upon it. 


Q. Did you conceive, when it was propoſed to the Nabob that he ſhould reſume all the Jag: 
hires, that Propoſition was conformable to this Article which ſays, ſuch ſhall be reſumed as * 
thinks fit ? 


A. Upon the Face of it, it appears to be irreconcileable. 


Qi: Then, in what Senſe was it you ſaid that the Treaty was to be rigidly executed 4 
A. That all the Jaghires were to be reſumed. 


Q. That you juſt now ſaid was irreconcileable upon the Face of the Treaty Did you 8 


| tand that, conformable to that Treaty, Mr. Haſtings was at Liberty to ſay what he thought fit, in- 
ſtead of what the Nabob thought fit ? 


A. No, I did not, certainly. 


Q. Then, what did you conceive to be the Inducement to the Nabob to be more anxious to re- 
ſume the Jaghires of his Mother and Grandmother, than thoſe of any other Perſon ? 

A. No other Reaſon than becauſe he was much more attached to thoſe other Perſons than he was 
to his Mother and Grandmother, if I may judge from his general Conduct. 


Q. What Advantage of any Sort could the Nabob propoſe to himſelf, by reſuming the Jag- 
hires of his Mother and Grandmother ? 
A. One Advantage is very obvious, he would derive an Addition to his Reſources ; the other 


was, that he would remove what had long been a Cauſe of * between him and his 
Mother and Grandmother. 


Q. You, fay he was to have an Addition to his Reſources; was it not ft pulated in the fame 
Article of the ſame Treaty, that the Begums ſhould receive, through the —ſhew of the Reſident, 


the net Collection of their Jaghires in ready 4 do you recollect the Article? 
A. I recollect it. 


\ 


(a) Vide Appendix to the Benares Narrative, P. 43 E fupre, P. 1 39. 
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. Was it ſo ſtipulated ? 
That was the Stipulation. _. 


Q. Was it intended to violate that Part of the Condition in Favour of the Begums at the Time 
of the Creaty, as well as the Stipulation in Favour of the Will of the Nabob? F 
A. I do not know. 


Q. Then by what Means, if the Nabob was to furniſh from his own Revenues, the net Amount 
of the Begums Jaghires, was he to encreaſe his Reſources by ſeizing the Begums Jaghires ? 
- A. The Jaghires were certainly to a much greater Amount than what they had been rated at to 
e Begums. | | | ; 


Q. Bur the Queſtion is, as to the net Amount of what they received—Suppoſe they were rated to 
the Begums at a different Rate than what they went for, if he was to pay the net Amount of the Col- 
lections to the Begums, how was he to be benefited in point of Reſources, by taking them into his 
own Hands? | | 

A. It was only to the Bow Begum he was to pay the net Collection. The Bow Begum only 
was the Perſon ſecured by the Favour of the Company, | 


Q. How do you anſwer with reſpect to her What Benefit was he to receive in caſe of her Jag- 
hires being ſeized, if he was to pay the Whole of the net Collections afterwards ? 

A. No abſolute Benefit that I know of : But, as I ſaid before, he by that Means deſtroyed the 
Source of the Miſunderſtanding between him and his Mother : The Jaghires were given into the 
Management of the Eunuchs. | 


. You were underſtood to ſay, he would be benefited in Two Reſpects; the One in reſpe& of 
the Reſources, the other in the Convenience of having the Adminiſtration in his own* Hands 
What Benefit, in reſpect of Reſources, was he to receive under the Contract to pay the net Amount 
of the Collection ſhe had received upon it before? SRI? 

A. Certainly, no immediate Advantage that I know of. 


Q. Then that was not One of his Inducements ? | | 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay what his Inducement was. I am certain he always had a De- 
fire to reſume the Jaghires; but what his Inducements were, I cannot take upon me to ſay. 


Lou ſaid, the Increaſe of the Reſources was One of them; Do you mean, upon Conſideration, 
to ſay the ſame Thing? . 
A. No; I do not ſee how he could immediately increaſe his Reſources, if he meant to pay an Equi- 
valent in Money, according to the net Collections, which I believe was his Intention to do. 


Q. Whether you mean to ſwear, that neither the Nabob, or his Miniſters, had any Reluctance 
to interfere with the Concerns of the Bow Begum ? | ES. 
A. I do not know they had; the Miniſter probably would not have liked to have interfered 


openly in it. | 
Q. Then why did you write Word to Mr. Haſtings, that the ReluQance of the Miniſter, and 


even of the Nabob himſelf, to interfere in the Affair of the Begum, was the Ground of the Op- 
poſition that was made, and of the Difficulty there was, in ſeizing the Treaſures ? 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 82, 
already delivered in. | 


Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
„ Ar a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
N Edward Wheler, | 
John Macpherton, rde ä 
John Stables, | 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, dated, Lucknow, the 
| 27th December 1781. : 


This Meaſure — the Utility, and I may ſay the abſolute Neceſſity whereof, will not be diſputed 
by any one who has had an Opportunity of obſerving the Conduct of the Jagheerdars in general, 
and particularly ſome whoſe Incomes enabled them to maintain Armies, not only ſuperior to thoſe 

of the Aumils of the Country (who ſhould properly be a Check upon them), bur even ſufficient to 
reſiſt the Force of the State itlelf — has met with violent Oppoſition from the Bhow Begum, who 
falls particularly under the laſt Deſcription, and whoſe Power is rendered the more pernicious and 
dangerous; firtt, from its being wholly delegated to her Servants, who have their own Views of 
Ambition and Intereſt to anſwer; and, in the next Place, from the Reluctance with which the Mi- 

and even the Nabob himſelf, interfere with any Concerns of the Begum. 

(Signed) ' -». . «Nath. Middleton, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court (a).” 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIIL. 
8 T | | Then 
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Then the following Queſtion and Anſwer were read by the Clerk (a) J 


Q. Whether you mean to ſwear, that neither the Nabob nor his Miniſter had any Reluctance to 
intertere with the Concerns of the Bhow Begutn ? | | 

A. I do not know they had; the Miniſter probably would not have liked to interfere openly 
in It. 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. Did you at any, and what Time, obſerve a Reluctance in the Nabob, or his Miniſter, to inter- 
fere with the Reſumption of the Jaghires of the Bhow Begum ? X 


A. I have ſaid, the Miniſter, I think, was rather averſe to interfere in the Concerns of the Begums. 


Q. But was the Nabob himſelf ? 


A. The Nabob himſelf, conceiving the Begum was particularly protected by the Engliſh, cer- 
tainly, upon all Occaſions, avoided as much as poſſible interfering with the Begum's Concerns. 


Q. But, after the Treaty of Chunar, when the Nabob was made ſenſible the Protection of the 
Engliſh was taken away, what was your Opinion as to the Reluctance of the Nabob to interfere 
with the Concerns of the Bhow Begurn, in reſpect of the Reſumption of the Jaghires ? - 


A. I cannot ſay I recollect, after that, any declared Objection to interfering ; any Oppoſition 
toit. ; 


Q. Then why did you write to Mr. Haſtings that there was? How do you reconcile that Paſſage 
in your Letter to Mr. Haſtings, with there being no Reluctance in the Nabob to interfere with the 
Begums ? | 

A. That Part of my Letter will refer more properly to Time paſt, than to any Thing that was to 
come; it was a general Obſervation upon the Reluctance that the Nabob and his Miniſters had to 
openly interfering with the Concerns of the Begums, or, in ſhort, to giving them any Offence. 


Q. If you obſerved that Reluctance to be the prevailing Character of the Nabob and his Mi- 


niſters, with reſpect to the Bhow Begum, why have you ſworn, that you thought they were always 
willing and ready to reſume thoſe Jaghires ? 


A. Moſt certainly, I conceived they would always have been ready to have done it; and by a 
Reference to my Correſpondence with the Board, your Lordſhips will find it was a Fact, and that 
it was as much as the Reſident could do to prevent the Nabob attacking their Jaghires. 


Then in what Inſtance, and in what Reſpect, is it that you deſcribe either the Nabob, or the 
Miniſters, to have been reluctant? 


A. In interfering upon ordinary Occaſions, 


Then the Paſſage of the Letter, read ſupra, P. 713, was again read to the Witneſs, 
and the following Queſtion was put to him : 


Q. In what Inſtance, and for what Reaſon, is it you ſuppoſe them to have been reluctant in in- 
terfering in the Concerns of the Begums, more particularly in the Reſumption of the Jaghires, 


when you ſay, at the ſame Time, they always were diſpoſed and ready to enter into the Meaſure of 
the Reſumption ? 


A. I muſt obſerve, that the Paſſage does not apply to the Reſumption of the Jaghires, but to 
the Conduct of the Begums, previous to the Treaty of Chunar ? 


Q. Whether, after they had ſeized the Treaſures, the Nabob did not immediately propoſe to 
reſtore the Jaghires to his Mother—her Jaghire, and no other ? 


A. I do not recollect: if I have ſaid fo, I wiſh the Letter to be read. 


Then the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Haſtings, of the 25th Fe- 
bruary 1782, was read, from Book 105, already delivered in: 


« From the Nawab Vizier. 
( Received 25th February 1782.) 


„ You performed, on every Occaſion, towards me, whatever was becoming of Friendſhip. I, 
too, have done whatever Affection required and you commanded ; and, in future alſo, whatever 


be your Pleaſure, there ſhall be no Deviation therefrom ; becauſe, whatever you direct, is altoge- 


ther for my Benefit. The Buſineſs for which I came to Fyzabad, is become ſettled by your Fa- 
vour. Particulars will become known to your Wiſdom, from the Writings of Mr. Middleton. 
I am grateful for your Favours, If in theſe Matters you ſincerely approve me, communicate it; 


* Ow 
** 


() Vide ſupra, Page 713, 
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for it will be a Comfort to me. Having appointed my own Aumils to the Jagheers of the Lady 
Mother, I have engaged to pay her Caſh. She has complied with my Views: Her Pleaſure is, 
that after receiving an Engagement, he ſhould deliver up the Jagheers. What is your Pleaſure on 
this Matter ?—If you command, it will comfort the Lady Mother giving her back the Jageer, 
after I have obtained my Views; or I will have it under my own Aumils. I am obedient to 
your Pleaſure.” | 


Then the Witneſs was aſked ; 
Q. Do you recolle& that Letter? "PIE 
A. No; I do not recollect it. $ EF 
Q Do you not recollect to have received Inſtructions from Mr. Haſtings, to oppoſe the Reſti- 
tution of the Jaghires ſubſequent to that Letter? 5 5 
A. I recolle& to have received general Inſtructions from Mr. 2 to prevent any Settle- 
ment between the Nabob and the m, until I ſhould receive Inſtructions from the Governor 
General and Council. I do not recollect there was any Thing expreſſed reſpecting the 
Jaghires. 4 A 
| Q After ſeizing the Treaſures and the Jaghires, did you ever cauſe to be paid the Equivalent 
ſtipulated to the Begum for her Jaghires ? 


A. No, I did not: The Reaſon was, that the Sum which the m agreed to 
bob, was never completely paid up; at leaſt it was not when I left Lucknow. 


Did you not actually mortgage thoſe Jaghires, after you had ſeized the Treaſure, and while 
you had a Security from the Begum's Miniſters for the ſmall remaining Balance? 
A. The Jaghires, I believe, were mortgaged, but the Sum that remained in Balance at the Time 
I left Lucknow was about Five Lacks of Rupees, 


Q. Upon this Subject of the Nabob's Diſpoſition of reſuming his Mother's Jaghires, in parti- 
cular I would aſk, whether you ever informed Mr. Haſtings it was with unconquerable Reluctance that 
the Nabob had ever given his Conſent to the Meaſure ? 7 | | 1 8 

A. I in general informed Mr. Haſtings of the Objections the Nabob made to the Reſumption 
of the Jaghires. I muſt beg to refer to the Letter for what I have ſaid. 


Q. If you have not a perfect Recollection of it, I would aſk you upon what Ground Mr, Haſt- . 
ings afterwards in his Letter to Mr. Briſtow makes this Aſſertion, and quotes it as the Reſident's 
Authority, in his Letter to Major Palmer of the 6th of May 1782. It has been a Matter of 
* equal Concern and Surprize to me, to learn by the Letters of the Reſident, that the Nabob Vizier 
* was with Difficulty and an almoſt unconquerable Reluctance, induced to give his Conſent to the 
* Attachment of the Treaſures depolited by his Father, and under the Charge of the Begum his 
Mother, and to the Reſumption of her Jaghire.“ Can you explain upon what Ground it is Mr. 
Haſtings quotes your Letter for that Information, ſuppoſing you not to have ſeen it? 

A. I conceive Mr. Haſtings muſt have quoted the L wrote to- him upon the Nabob's Ob- 
jection to the Reſumption of the Jaghires, but I do not apprehend he could have quoted any Au- 
thority of mine, for any ſuppoſed Reluctance in the Nabob to ſeizing the Treaſures, 3 


Q.: Does no Paſſage in your Letter to Mr. Haſtings expreſs the Reluctance of the Nabob to 
thoſe Two Meaſures. 

A. To the Reſumption of the Jaghires certainly repeatedly, but I do not recollect to the ſeizing 
of the Treaſures. 


Q. What did you mean by this Expreſſion, in your Letter of the 7th of December 1781, His 
* Excellency talks of going to Fyzabad for the Purpoſe heretofore mentioned, in Three or Four 
6 _ I with he may be ſerious in that Intention, and you may be aſſured I ſhall ſpare no Pains 
© to keep him to it,” Did you mean by that Paſſage to lead Mr. Haſtings to underſtand, that 
the Nabob was not extremely willing that the Treaſure ſhould be ſeized ? 

A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay, what Mr. Haſtings underſtood by that Paſſage. My Meaning 
was this, that the Nabob had no Conſiſtency either of publick or private Conduct; and I thought 
it very poſſible, though it was a Meaſure of his own ſuggeſting, that he might after all not put 
it in Execution in the Manner he declared to me. L 


Q. Did you think it neceſſary to take Pains to keep the Nabob to a Reſolution to which he was 
himſelf inclined, and to which he never ſhewed any Reluctance? | | 
A. Certainly I did not: I did not conceive the Expreſſions go to that; I only meant to allude 

to the Inconfiſtency and Inconſtancy of the Nabob's Conduct and Character. 


Q. Did you inform Sir Elijah Impey “ that the Nabob's Miniſters had ſupported you nobly 
in both thoſe Tranſactions, againſt the Nabob's Inclinations ?* 
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Then the Witneſs was aſked, 
Q. Whether you did not procure Khelauts, or Robes of Honour, = the Miniſters, fron Mr. 


Haſtings, upon Account of the Support they had given you? 


A. I do recolle& making Repreſentations of the Nature ſtated, and I believe the 8 
was, as has been ſtated, that they did get Khelauts from Mr. Haſtings, as far as my Recollection 
ges. 


Q. Whether, during thoſe Tranſactions reſpeRting the Jaghcers 44 the King the Treaſures, 
you had not a Correſpondence with the Bow Begum ? 

A. I had no Correſpondence with the Bow Begum, after the Nabob went to F yzabad for the 
Purpoſe of ſeizing the Treaſure ; before that, I had upon the Subject of reſuming the Jaghires, 


Q. Did you, in any of thoſe Letters, or by any. other Means, ever hint, in the ſlighteſt way, 
to the Begums, that there was any Doubt or Nn n their Behaviour « to the Engliſh . 
or 5 the Nabob? 

. I do not recollect that I did. 


Did you not, on the contrary, aſſure them, that no Injury was dc chem, and that they 


would be paid a full Equivalent for the Reſumption of their Jaghires ? 


A. I certainly acquainted them it was the Intention of the Nabob to allow them the full Equivalent 
for the Reſumption of their Jaghires. 


Q. Did you ever underſtand that the Nabob had ever given any Hint, or made any Communi- 
cations to the Begums, reſpecting their ſuppoſed Miſconduct to the Engliſh or himſclf ? | 
| A. I do not know that he did. 


Did not the Bow Begum, upon her firſt hearing of the location to attack her Jaghires, 
apply to you for Protection 

. The Correſpondence between me and the Bow Begum is upon Record. I could wiſh to 
= to it, rather than that my Memory ſhould be truſted to. 


Q. Have you any Memory, whether the Bow Begum applied to you for TroteAtion in caſe her 
Jaghire ſhould be attacked ? 

A. I believe ſhe did: I cannot fay in what Terms; but ſhe certainly wrote to me upon firſt 
hearing the Intention to reſume her Jaghires. 


Q. Did it not come within your Knowledge, that, to the very laſt 8 of ſeizing ike Tres 
ſures, ſhe looked to the Engliſh for Protection againſt the Baſes tion of her Jaghires ? 

A. It was my Opinion, that ſhe did expect that the Meaſure of ſeizing the Treaſures, would not 
be carried into Execution, but be prevented by the Engliſh, 


Did ſhe, at that Time, expect ſhe ſhould alſo be defended in the Poſſeſſion of her Jag hires ? | 
A: I ſhould hardly think ſhe did, becauſe i ſent her word very poſitively by Letter, that the Nabob 
was reſolved to reſume the Jaghires, giving her an n Dr 


Q. Down to the Time of her receiving that Information from you, did ſhe look up to the Engliſh 
for Protection againſt her Jaghires being ſcized ? 
A. I have no Doubt ſhe did, from the Tenor of her Letters to me upon the Subjett, 


. Do you know whether ſhe did, or did not, ever apply to Mr. Haſtings for his ann after 
me Failed in her Expectations from you? 
A. I do not know; I do not mean to evade the Queſtion, but I do not know. 


Q. Did you not, upon the Morning or Day before the ſeizing the Treaſures, ſend a Letter to the 


Begum from Mr. 742 ? 


A. I ſent in a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Begum, during the Time of my * at Fyzabad 
for the Purpoſe of ſeizing the Treaſures ; I cannot ſay exactly the Day. 


Q. Have you any Copy of that Letter? 
A. I have not, I never ſaw a Copy of it. 


Q. From whom did you receive it ? 
A. I either received it from Mr. Haſtings himſelf, or Major Davy, his Perfian Interpreter ; it was 
ſent to me from Mr, Haſtings, either from Benares or Chunar, to be delivered to the Begums. 


| Read, 


4-949 3 | 
Read, the following Extract of Mr. Middleton's Defence, from Book 80, already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 81 of the ſame Book. 


4 At 4 Council; Preſent, 

The Honoutable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Edward Wheler, Reine 
John Stables, 3 e 
Mr. Macpherſon indiſpoſed. | 


At a Court, where no Opportunity is loſt to throw Odium upon us, ſo favourable an Occaſion 
was not miſſed to perſuade the Nabob, that we inſtigated him to diſhonout his Family for our Benefit. 
The Impreſſions made by ſuch Suggeſtions conſtantly retarded the Progreſs, and more than once 
actually broke off the Buſineſs, which rendered the utmoſt Caution on my Part neceſſary, eſpecially 
as I had no Aſſiſtance to expect from the Miniſters, who could not openly move in the Buſineſs.” 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. The Buſineſs here referred to is the ſeizing the Treaſures : What do you mean by Impreſ- 
fions made by ſuch Suggeſtions conſtantly retarded the Progreſs, and more than once actually broke 
off the Buſineſs?” Do you remember that Paſſage in your Defence? 


A. I do, and it alludes to the Suggeſtions of the People about the Nabob, who were not well 


diſpoſed to us ; I mean, not well diſpoſed to the Engliſh, and who endeavoured to make theſe Im- 
preſſions upon his Mind. | Wy . 


N eee e how did- it actually more than onee break off the 
- Buſineſs | | | 
A. The Nabob would not go on with it. 


Q. Then, owing to thoſe falſe and improper Suggeſtions, the Nabob did expreſs a Reluctance 


upon that Subject ; | 
A, Not to me, but I underſtood from the Minifters, thoſe were the Suggeſtions of the People 
about him, and it was very difficult for him to manage the Buſineſs. 


Q. Do you remember, whether the Buſineſs was or not broke off more than once ? 


A. I underſtood, from the Miniſter, that the Nabob did make Objections more than once to 
carrying on the Bu ſineſs. 


Q. Is that what you meant, by breaking off the Buſineſs ? 
A. Yes. | 


Then do you or not now, hearing this, know there was a conſiderable of 
Renee upon the Part of the Nabob? P | | — : 
A. I underſtood ſo from the Miniſters. 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


8 U 


PIES 92S 1 5 aa 


—— 


- 


1 omg TITEL ͤ .. P 
3 14 „.. — — 


P A PII, 


— 


( 929) 


| Die Jovis, 8 Maij 1788. 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor in- 
formed the Managers for the Commons, . they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. | 
The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That not being immediately prepared to 
purſue their Examination of Mr. Middleton, which had been left unfiniſhed the pre- 
ceding Day, they requeſted Permiſſion of the Houſe to introduce ſome further written 
Evidence, till ſuch Time as they were ready to proceed with the Oral Teſtimony. 


The ſame was agreed to. 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would, for the 
Preſent, proceed to prove the Negative of Mr, Haſtings's Firſt Charge againſt the 


Begums, in which he accuſed them of exciting the Jagheerdars of the Nabob to Reſiſt- 
ance. 


For this Purpoſe they would firſt read, Part of a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. 
Middleton, dated the 1ſt December 1781, which was One of thoſe Sir Elijah Impey, 
in his Evidence (a) at the Bar of the Houſe, had ſtated himſelf to have written 
under the Directions of Mr. Haſtings, and to have delivered in at the Bar of the Houſe 
of Commons : That there were ſome Blanks and Initials in theſe Letters, which had 
been filled up by Sir Elijah Impey there; and ſome of them were in his Hand-writing, 
but without Signatures; and if the Counſel for the Defendant had any Doubts upon 


the Subject of their being read, they would call Sir Elijah Impey himſelf to authenticate 
them, in the uſual Courſe. 


The Counſel for the Defendant ſaid, they were apprized of the Letters which were 


entered on the Minutes of the Evidence in the Houſe of Commons, and would waive 
any Objection to their being read. x 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they particularly relied on a Part of the 


Letter about to be produced, which was a Copy delivered in by Sir Elijay Impey as 
above mentioned, and ſhould not trouble the Houſe with the reſt. | 


The Counſel deſired the whole Letter might be read. 
The ſame was delivered in, | 


Read, a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Middleton, dated Chunargur, 1ſt De- 


cember 1781. 


L* Dear Middleton, Chunargur, 1ſt December 1781. 
« Not knowing whether I am Time enough for the Dawke, you muſt excuſe my not acknow- 
ledging, as I ought, the Obligations I am under to you arid Mrs. Middleron, for the kind Attention 
I received at Lucknow, and permit [me] to proceed immediately to Buſineſs, which I ſhall do by 
running over the Memorandum which you delivered to me. | | 
„With regard * Fayzullah Cawn, the Events which have happened ſince. your laſt In- 
ſtructions from the Govetnor, have not altered the Governor's Intentions. He muſt not be 
attacked. Mr. Haſtings approves the Subſidy for a regular military Eſtabliſhment, ſo that the 


Forces raifed be not kept in Fayzullah's Country, but ſtationed at Cawnpore, Illihabad, or any 


— ment 
* 


(a) Vide ſupra, page 623. 
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( 7320 ) | 
other Place not higher, [which] the Governor ſhall appoint ; to be nevertheleſs ready on Demand 
for the Protection of Fayzullah's Country. | | 

« What we talked of concerning the Begums he highly approves, and would have himſelf ad. 
viſed; he wiſhes it to be done immediately: I need not mention the Neceſſity of taking care that 
the Money be applied to the Company's Uſe. }- 

« (1 did all I could in the Buſineſs of the Nabob of Furruckabad, and of Iſmael Beg; I ſtated 
« the Debt due to the Vizier from Muzzafur Jung, and the certain Loſs of it, if the Power of re- 
« covering it was taken out of the Vizier's Hands. I found he was extremely diſpleaſed that 
« Almaus was ſent there, and is immoveable in his Reſolution that he ſhall be recalled inſtantly, 
„The Vaykcel had taken his Leave of Mr. Haſtings. All that I could effect, was the Governor's 
« Promiſe to ſend for the Vaukeel and tell him, that all that is due to the Vizier muſt be punc- 
« tually paid. Mr. Haſtings ſays, he will ſend a Perſon to Furruckabad, who ſhall fee the Balance 
« paid, I ſolicited this the more ſtrenuvuſly, becauſe I had formerly, at the Deſire of Bathurſt, 
« introduced the Vaukeel of the Nabob to the Governor. | * 

« I am convinced, that delaying the giving the Governor Satisfaction in this Point, will only 
4c jrritate him. He conſiders the appointing a Suſſauwull a Breach of his Orders. 

« Iſmael Beg, he has been told, and is inclined to believe, was arreſted to prevent him gettin 
« Acceſs to the Governor; he conſiders his own perſonal Dignity, and Influence intereſted, a 
« peremptorily requires, either that he be releaſed immediately, or a fair Account. be taken; he will, 
« if it cannot otherwiſe be done, ſend a Perſon to take the Account: This operates in his Mind to 
« the Prejudice of the Miniſters, as much as if the Fact was actually true. I know how diſagree- 
« able an Interference of this Nature muſt be to you and the Miniſters, and therefore much with 
« you will contriye to make that your own Act, which will otherwiſe moſt certainly become the 
« Act of the Governor. In both thele Points, he is and will remain peremptory. He has wrote 
« to the Board, and ſays, he will not undo what he has done. h 

J find the Governor in the ſame Temper with regard to you and Johnſon, which he was in 
« when I left him; he really wiſhes you to remain in Office at preſent, and for another Year. 

If the Governor finds Acquieſcence in the two Points I have mentioned, and he hears within 
« the Five Days which you promiſed, that the Vizier's Agreement is beginning to be vigorouſly pur in 
« Execution, and has your Aſſurance for the Completion, I think the Governor will not go to 
« Lucknow; otherwiſe he moſt certainly will. He ſays he will ſee the Five Days expired before 
« he takes his Reſolution. You will remember that I as well as yourſelf am pledged for the Per- 
« formance of the Agreement; perform ic for my Sake, for your Sake, and the Governor's ; he 
« will then ſoon return to Calcutta, where he [is much wanted. ]) ( 


Read, from Book 82, already delivered in, a Letter from Mr. Middleton to the 
Governor General, dated Lucknow, the 2d December 1781, in a Conſultation of the 
12th June 1783, beginning at Page 108 of the ſame Book. 


L « Fort William, the 12th June 1783. 
| « At a Council; Prefent, 
« The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Prefident ; 
| Edward Wheler, | | | 
John Macpherſon, f Eſquires. 
John Stables, 
Letter from Mr. Middleton to Warren Haſtings Eſquire. 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings. 
« My Dear Sir, Lucknow, the ad December 1781. 

] had Yeſterday the Honour of informing you of the Meſſage I tent to the Nabob thro? the 
Miniſter, reſpecting the Jagheers, to which his Excellency this Morning returned me a Reply, pur- 
porting that if the Meaſure propoſed was intended to procure the Payment of his Balance due to 
the Company, he could better and more expeditiouſly effect that Object, by taking from his 
Mother what ſhe is very able to ſpare, and what he has an undoubted Right, as he conceives, to 
exact from her. The preſent Debt to the Company, ay he with Truth obſerves, is a great Part 
handed down from his Father, and the Funds from which he might have been enabled to liqui- 
date ir, it is notorious were withheld from him by the Begum on the late Nabob's Death : Thar, 
according to the Laws of the Koran, and the invariable Cuſtom of the Country, he is juſtly en- 
titled to the whole Eſtate and Treaſures of his Father, and could legally demand their being put in 
his Poſſeſſion ; but that the Sum he deſires to take from his Mother (about 60 Lacks) bears no 
Sort of Proportion to the immenſe Wealth which fell into her Hands on the Death of his Father; 
nor would it bear at all hard upon her, as he knows how much her Treaſures exceed that Sum. 
All therefore that he aſks is, not to be interrupted in recovering a Part of his hereditary Right, 

by which he will be enabled to diſcharge immediately the Whole of his Debt to the Company. 


. 


— * — 
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„This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propoſition, and as to the Point of Right, admitting it to 
be leſs clear and defined than the Nabob chuſes to conſider it, you may poſſibly be of Opinion, 
that the Conduct of the Begums on the late Diſturbances at Benares, as ſet forth in the ſeveral 
Teſtimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the Pro- 
tection and Mediation of the Company; and further, that it may not be political, or yet perfectly 
ſafe, to truſt them any longer with ſuch powerful Means of promoting an Oppoſition to our In- 
tereſts. | | | | | | | 
For my own Part, I am fo well perſuaded of the Diſaffection of the Begums, particularly 
the preſent Nabob's Mother, to our Cauſe, and of their Promptitude to unite in any Meaſure to 
diſtreſs us, that I could very eaſily reconcile it to my Conſcience to aſſiſt the Nabob, inſtead of 
obſtructing him, in wreſting from them every Benefit they enjoy beyond a decent Maintenance. 
However, this is only my own Opinion, and by no Means meant to influence yours. The Na- 
bob writes you himſelf on this Subject, and you have his Letter incloſed. Neither he nor I ex- 
ct that you ſhould give a formal Sanction to the Meaſure propoſed ;. it will be ſufficient that you 
t hint your Opinion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excellency whether you would or 
would not oppoſe his Deſign. Let me entreat you therefore, my dear Sir, to favour me with a 
Line, by the Return of .the Dauk, and if your Sentiments ſhould happen to accord with my own, 
doubt not but I ſhould be able to congratulate you in a very ſhort Space of Time, upon the 
Remittance-of a handſome Sum to the Preſidency. ; CAL, A day” 
Wer | 8 8 e Jam, &c. | | & 
(Signed) Nathaniel Middleton. 


P. S. Whatever may be your Reſolution upon the Subject of this Letter, it will be expedient to 


keep it ſecret. The Reſumption of the Jagheers it is neceſſary to ſuſpend, until I have your Sen- 
timents on this Letter.” (a) 


1 . A , 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next read an 
Extract from another of the Letters delivered in by Sir Elijah Impey at the Bar of the 
Houſe of Commons, dated 5th December 1781, which appeared to be Mr. Middle - 
ton's Anſwer to Sir Elijah Impey's Letter of the 1ſt of that Month. el 


The ſame was delivered in. 10 


Read, the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, 
dated Lucknow, the 5th December 178 1, and ſigned Nathaniel Middleton. 


2 10 et I . 
* | Fr Lucknow, the gth December 1798. 
The Meaſure reſpecting the Begums, and the Reſumption of the Jagheers, will be inſtantly 
adopted. The latter has only been ſuſpended for the Governor's Sentiments on the former, as the 
Jagheers of the Begums and their Dependents are the moſt conſiderable; and to have attacked 
them, without being prepared at the ſame Time to enter immediately on the Execution of the 
grand Deſign, would have been doing Things by Halves, and poſſibly have defeated our Expec- 
tations. Do not, my dear Sir Elijah, ſuffer this Delay to be urged, or conſidered as an Imputa- 
tion of Blame upon me. I entered on the Buſineſs the very Day after you left me, and went ſo 
far as to look upon the Matter as finally agreed upon, the actual Execution only ſuſpended until 
I could receive either your's or the Governor's Sentiments upon the further Propoſal, which is cer- 
tainly of far greater Conſequence than the Reſumption of the Jagheers, as it will do at one 
Stroke, if we are not all groſsly miſtaken, what the Jagheers will be at leaſt TWO Years 
adoing. To-morrow Morning I am to be informed of his Excellency's intended Mode of At- 
tack, and ſhall not fail to acquaint the Governor. In the mean Time, you may be aſſured, that 


whatever may be acquired by the Meaſure, ſhall be faithfully and wholly applied to the Liquida- 
tion of the Company's Debt. | „ RYE 


Sir Elijah Impey. in ee End) 1120 not 2 
898 . : | Nathaniel Middleton.” (a) 
To prove that, ſo late as the 27th December 1781, Mr. Middleton treated the Be- 
gum's Reſiſtance of the Reſumption of the Jagheers as a Thing only intended, or 
beginning to be executed, F = 


Read, from Book 82, already delivered in, the following Extract of. a Letter from 
Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, in a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783. 


Fs 


* * * 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIIL. (3) Vide Appendix, Ne LXII | 


8X « Fort 


Secret Dept. | 


Thurſday, 


( 722 ) | 
ans hte. Fon William, -12th June 1783. 
1 & At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Edward Wheler, 
John Macpherſon, Eſquires. 


' 


John Stables, 5 
* To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. 


4 Lucknow, the 27th December 1781. 

« Notwithſtanding all theſe Facts, upon the general Reſumption of the Jagheers, I made the 
Rents of her Lands payable to me, under an Engagement of making the Amount good to her, 
by ſuch Inſtalments as ſhe might direct; in return for which, I have received Letters from her, 
containing the moſt groſs Abuſe, and the wildeſt Threats that can be tranſcribed—Copies of which 
1] have the Honour to encloſe, | 

« Her chief Agent, Bahar Ally Cawn, has marched a conſiderable Force into Nabob Gunge, 
one of her Jagheers, declaring, that if any Attempt is made to reſume it, he will lay the whole 
Country of Goonda waſte, Theſe declared and repeated Acts of Rebellion, are ſurely more than 
ſufficient to forfeit all Claim whatever to the Interference, in her Behalf, from our Government; 
and if ſome Stop is not immediately put to it, it appears but. too certain, that ſhe will light a 
Flame throughout theſe Provinces, which, if not difficult to extinguiſh, will at leaſt put a heavy 
Bar to the Company's ColleCtions here, - 

(Signed at the End) 


* Nath, Middleton, 
Reſident at the Vizier's Court.” (a) 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next | read another Letter, with 
the ſame View as the laſt, from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, dated January 1ſt 
1782. | 

Read the ſame, from Book A, above delivered in, beginning at Page 84 of the ſame 


« To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of the Vizier. 

46 Sir, | | | 
I have juſt now the Honour of your Letter of the goth ultimo; and you may reſt aſſured, 
that I will pay the ſtricteſt Attention thereto. 8 ML EL RA ed . SY 

I am now at Buſty, upwards of Twenty Courſe -from Fyzabad : However, you may depend 
upon my marching it in Two Days; and be certain that I will be within Two Courſe of Fyzabad 

2d in the Morning. * 

« The Aumil is confoundedly diſtreſſed at my leaving him ſo ſuddenly ; but as Currimpurdaſs, 
nominated by him for adjuſting Nabob Gunge, &c. is with me, he truſts I ſhall not be many 
Days away. Accompanying is a Letter from him in Anſwer to yours. | 

Bay have the Honour to be, 
«Camp, near Buſty, | Sir, 
January 1ſt 1782. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
. (Signed) F. Naylor.” 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, another Letter 'from Major Naylor to Mr. Mid- 


dleton, dated January 3, 1782, beginning at Page 85 of the ſame. 


® Sic in Orig. 


+ Sic in Orig. 


F 

«© To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of the Vizier. 
« Sir, . CE | 

« J arrived here this Morning, about Two Courſe and Half Diſtance from Fyzabad. 

« Lavlmon Sukal ſent along with me a Fouzdar, to take Charge of this Country; and, when 
I left him Yeſterday Morning, recommended to me not to march immediately ro Nabob Gunge, 
but to encamp about this Diſtance, and write to the Perſon late in Behalf of the Begum, to 
relinquiſh the Poſſeſſion; and, if he did not, to march and ſeize it by Force. If my Summons 
is attended to, I ſhall. remain on my preſent Ground, * To the contrary, I ſhall march To- 
morrow Morning, at Gun-fire, to Nabob Gunge, which is near Three Courſe ; fix the Fouzdar, 
and afterwards encamp about Halfway between + and Fyzabad. So that you may be very cer- 
tain where I am. 4 

« have the Honour to be, Sir, 
| | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 

„ Camp, Shaw Gunge, Jan. 3, 1782. (Signed) F. Naylor.” 


— 


A. FY 


(lo) Vide Appendix, N- XXXVIIL. ; 
The 


ä ads. Mn Cd 


Bhs. 3 
The Managers for the Commons requeſted the Houſe to obſerve, That Nabob 
Gunge was a Jagheer of the Begums; and ſtated, they would. next read another 
Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, upon the ſame. Subject, which went 
alſo to prove the Suppreſſion of a Letter; as Major Naylor there ſays, * he repeats 
that every Thing is perfectly quiet ;” which muſt refer to ſome other Letter, that 
does not appear. | | | 


Read, from the ſame Book, another Letter from Major Naylor to Mr. Middleton, 
dated january 5th, 1782, beginning at Page 86 of the ſame. Py ; 


To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of the Vizier. 
„ Sin, 5 . | oy 8 
I was favoured with yours of the 3d. this Morning, and have the Pleafute to repeat to you 
every Thing “ perfectly. quiet in this Purgunah of Nabob Gunge. LENA | | 
% have endeavoured, under a Pretence of ſending ſome empty Hackeries acroſs to meet others | 
loaded from Chunar with Stores for my Regiment, to ſome Boats on this Side, and am in Ex- | 


o Sic in Orig 


pectation of ſucceeding. However, ſhould you find + neceſſary for my Regiment to croſs (and I + gic in orig. 
ſhould not have ſucceeded) you muſt endeavour, on your Arrival, to ſend the Boats /icroſs, | I be- 
lieve the Begum had ſome Thoughts of my going to Fyzabad, for as foon as I arrived in the 
Jaggier, ſhe ordered every Boat, large 'and ful be be ſecured on the Fyzabad Side ꝓ the Gogra, f Sic in Orig: 
and the Firſt Night I could not get a Boat to croſs the Dauke. | 


L have wrote a Letter, which is waiting for your Arrival at Fyzabad, another I ſent to meet you ' 
on the Road. 2 | * .=- 
* I have the Honour to be, 
Camp between | Sir, 7 
Nabob Gunge and Fyzabad Gaut, 3 Your moſt obedient 
One Courſe and Half Diſtance. a humble Servant, 
January sch 1782. (Signed) F. Naylor. 


Read, from Book 10 5. already delivered in, the following Letter from the Nabob to 


the Governor General, received 25th February 1782. 


« From the Nawab Vizier, Received 25th February 1582, 


« You performed, on every Occaſion towards me, whatever was becoming of Friendſhip ; I roo 
have done whatever Affection required, and you commanded, and in future alſo, whatever be your 
Pleaſure, there ſhall be no Deviation therefrom, becauſe whatever you direct is altogether for my 
Benefit, The Buſineſs, for which I came to Fyzabad, is become ſettled by your Favour, Particulars 
will become known to your Wiſdom from the Writings of Mr. Middleton. I am grateful for 
your Favours. If in theſe Matters you ſincerely approve me, communicate it, for it will be 

a Comfort to me. Having appointed my own Aumils to the Jagheers of the Lady Mother, I have 
engaged to pay her Caſh : She has complied with my Views; her-Pleaſure is, that after receiving an 
Engagement, he ſhould deliver up the Jagheers. hat is your Pleaſure on this Matter? If you 
command, it will comfort the Lady Mother, giving her back the Jagheer, after I have obtained my 


Views ; or I will have it under my own Aumils. I am obedient to your Pleaſure.” 


Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, Extract of a Letter from the Governor 
General, to the Governor General and Council, dated, on the Ganges, near Sunege- 
gunah, 23d January 1782; in a Conſultation of the th February 1782. 

| | « Fort William, 5th February 1782. 
| c At a Council; Preſent, : 
«The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Governor General (who being returned to the 
Preſidency, takes his Seat at the Board), 


Edward Wheler cos 
John Macpherſon, LEguires, 


Sir Eyre Coote on Service in the Carnatic. 
«* The following Letter from the Governor General, received on the ad inſtant, is now recorded: 


« Gentlemen, 5 8 | 
I left Benares on the 7th of this Month; the ſlow Progreſs which I have made thus Bhs, gs 
been occaſioned as much by purpoſed Delays, as by natural Impediments. I am now decided in 
my Journey, and compute to be at the Preſidency very early in the next Month, 
Since the Suppreſſion of the late Revolt of the Zemeendary of Benaris, three diſtinct Objects 
have engaged my Attention and Reſidence in that ter, not ſo much for the Purpoſe of execut- 
| a | ing 
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ing any determinate Meaſures requiring my Preſence, as for that of being at Hand, and ready for 
any immediate Occaſion which might eventually demand my perſonal Interpoſition. Theſe Objects 
are as follow : . | | 
« 1ſt, The Negotiation with Madajee Scindia, You are already acquainted with my firſt In- 
ſtructions to Mr. Anderſon, and with the ſubſequent Orders which I thought it proper to ſend to 
him, on the Advice of Mhadagee Scindia's having expreſſed a Diſinclination to admit Mr. Ander- 
ſon's Deputation, until he ſhould be authorized by Anſwers to the Letters which he had written to 
Poonah for that Purpoſe ; and of his having received Cheit Sing into his Protection, with ſome 
apparent Marks of Encouragement, A few Days after, I received Letters from both Colonel Muir 
and Mr. Anderſon, adyiſing me, that Mhadagee Scindia had preſſingly invited Mr. Anderſon 10 
proceed to him, and that he had rejected the Solicitations of Cheit Sing: On this Occaſion, I wrote 
to Mr. Anderſon to proſecute his Journey, and to Pay no regard to my former Letter, requiring 
only the Removal of Cheit Sing from the Preſence of Mhadagee Scindia, while Mr. Anderſon was 
with him. In the mean Time, that Gentleman, having conformed to the Subſtance of my firſt 
Orders, had obtained from Mhadagee Scindia a formal Aſſurance, that he would neither accept 
the Solicitation of Cheit Sing, nor aſſiſt him in any way whatever, and that he would even prohibit - 
him and his Attendants from his Durbar and Cutchirry. Mr. Anderſon, ſatisfied with this Conceſ- 
ſion, had reſolved to proceed to his Camp immediately; his laſt Letter upon the Subject was pri- 
vate, and dated the 3d Inſtant, from Bandere, which was about ſixteen Coſs from Scindia's Camp. 


It contains Expreſſions of much Satisfaction, and ſo firm a Conviction of the Sincerity of that 


Chief, that he was preparing to ſend the Notification, directed in my Inſtructions of the 12th 
Ultimo, to Colonel Muir, for the Removal of the Troops to the Stations allotted them by the late 
Arrangements, with a Promiſe, that he would ſoon addreſs me publickly on the ſame Subject. 

« have long ſince relinquiſhed the Deſign, which I firſt entertained, of viſiting Scindia myſelf, 
and, indeed, I ſee ſo fair and earneſt a Diſpoſition in him to become the Inſtrument of terminating 
the War yet ſubſiſting between his Principals and our Government; his Intereſt is ſo evidently con- 
need with it, and I have ſo well-grounded a Confidence in the a—_ of Mr. Anderſon; to con- 
tribute whatever may be required on his Part to forward this Ifſue of the Negociation, that I doubt 
whether my Interference might not rather impede than promote it, by the Loſs of Time which it 


would neceſſarily occaſion in tranſmitting the ultimate Propoſals to Poonee. 


« 2dly. The Zemeendary of Benaris has hitherto engaged my principal Attention. I had juſt 


| Grounds to apprehend, that the ſlighteſt Cauſes might occaſion freſh Diſturbances in that Country 


from the Novelty and Weakneſs of the new Adminiſtration, and could not therefore venture to 
leave it until I had ſeen that Adminiſtration firmly eſtabliſhed, and until I had formed ſome Expe- 
rience of the Ability of the Naib for rr nes it. I have the Satisfaction to inform you, that his 
Authority is every where completely eſtabliſhed, and that I have every Reaſon to hope for the full 

Performance of his Engagements. The Diſpoſition which I have made of the Forces allotted for 
the Peace of this Zemeedary is ſufficient to anſwer, with Certainty, every Purpoſe of internal 
Defence, and, at the ſame Time, to prove a Check on the Zemendars of the Dominions of the 
Nabob Vizier which border upon ir, this being the moſt likely Scene of new Diſturbances, from 
the natural Turbulency of the Nabob's Subjects, and their Colluſion with their Neighbours in this 
Zemeendary. Copies of theſe Orders, with the. other military Ordets, which -I have thought 
proper to iſſue for the Diſtribution of the Troops of that Station, will be forwarded to you as ſoon 
as they can be tranſcribed, after the Diſpatch of this Letter. | | | 


On the Ganges, near Sunegegunar, - ' 
23d January 1782. 7 20 | (Ar the End) 


« Warren Haſtings.” . 


Read, from Book 82. already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, dated the 6th December 1981, beginning 
at Page 121 of the ſame Book, | — 


« Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
: cc At a Council; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
Edward Wheeler “, | | 
John Macpherſon, | Eſquires. 
John Stables, | 1 
« Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings. 
2 Dated 6th December 1781. 
« Your Pleaſure, reſpecting the Begums, I have learnt from Sir Elijah; and the, Meaſure here- 
tofore propoſed will ſoon follow the Reſumption of the Jagheers, from both, or, indeed, from the 
former alone, I have no Doubt of the complete Liquidation 39 * N Balance. | 
6 am, &c. 
« Nath. Middleton (a).“ 


— 
*— 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIII. 
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Then 
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Then the Managers for the Commons deſired Mr. Middleton might be called in; for 

the Purpoſe of finiſhing his Examination of Yeſterday. n 
Accordingly, NAT HANIEL MIDDLETON Eſquire was called in, and the Exa- 

mination proceeded in, as follows: 3 eee, e eee es 
8 Whether you did not conſider the Engliſh as the principal Movers in the Buſineſs of ſeizing 

the Treaſures ? | | SA A 
A. No, I did not. I had reaſon to believe that the Country in general did think we were the 

principal Movers in it. . bon | „. * 

. But you yourſelf did not? 
| * I did — 


Then the following Paſlage was read, from Book $1 already delivered in; Extract 
of Mr. Middleton's Defence, in a Conſultation of the 28th July 1783, beginning at 
Page 79 of the ſame Book. | | | | 


Fort William, 28th July 1783. 
„ At a Council; Preſent, ; 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident. 
Edward Wheler, Eſaui . > ' ) 
John Stables, * 
Mr. Macpherſon, indiſpoſed. 


« The Nabob was Son to the Begum we were to proceed againſt, A Son againſt a Mother, | 


muſt at leaſt ſave Appearances in this Mode of proceeding. The Produce of his Negociation 
was to be received by the Company. 1 IF | 


. < Receiving a Benefit; accompanying the Nabob; withdrawing their Protection, were Cir- 
cumſtances ſufficient to mark the Engliſh as the principal Movers in this Buſineſs. At a 
Court where no Opportunity is loſt to throw Odium upon us, ſo favourable an Occaſion was 
not miſſed to perſuade the Nabob, that we inſtigated him to diſhonour his Family, for our Benefit. 
The Impreſſions made by ſuch Suggeſtions, conſtantly retarded the Progreſs, and more than Once 
actually broke off the Buſineſs, which rendered the utmoſt Caution on my Part neceſſary, eſpeci- 
ally as I had no Aſſiſtance to expect from the Miniſters, who could not openly move in the Bu- 
fineſs. In the Eaſt it is well known, that no Man, either by himſelf or his Troops, can enter the 
Walls of a Zenana, ſcarcely in the Caſe of acting againſt an open Enemy, much leſs of an Ally; an 
Ally acting againſt his own Mother, The outward Walls, and the Begums Agents, were all that 
were liable to immediate Attack. They were dealt with, and ſucceſsfully, as the Event proved 
I therefore confidently truſt, if it ſhall appear to the Honourable Board, as is does to me, that the 
Spirit and main Object of my Orders were ſtrictly adhered to and fulfilled, that they will not longer 
hold me criminal for a Deviation from the preciſe Letter of them (a).“ SE ELL 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. To what Part of the Charge brought againſt you by Mr. Haſtings is this Paſſage a Reply ? 
A. To the beſt of my Recollection, it was to that of the Delay in executing his Orders reſpecting 


the Buſineſs of Fyzabad ; to the beſt of my Recollection; but I would wiſh, for Accuracy, to refer 
to the Charge itſelf. | | 


Then the Book was ſhewn to the Witneſs, who ſaid, 
A. It is the Anſwer to the 5th Article of the Charge. [1 


Q. What did you mean by this Paſſage, © receiving a Benefit, accompanying the Nabob, with- 
drawing their Protection, were Circumſtances ſufficient to mark the Engliſh as the principal Movers 
in this Buſineſs ?” | | 

A. I conceived it was ſufficient in the Eyes of the Publick to mark the Engliſh as the principal 


Movers in the Buſineſs : That they would conceive an Opinion, from thoſe Circumſtances, that the 
Engliſh were the principal Movers in this Buſineſs, 


|  Q. Do you not admit, theſe Circumſtances did, in Fact, ſhew that che Engliſh were the prin- 
cipal Movers in this Buſineſs ? : 


A. My Opinion is, that the Engliſh were not the principal Movers ; but, at the ſame Time, 
I admit, that theſe Circumſtances were ſufficient to mark them out ſo to the Publick. 


Whether Mr. Haſtings was ſatisfied with this Anſwer to the Fifth Article of the Charge; 
or whether he declared his Orders were peremptory, and ought to have been obeyed ? 


K 


. * * yo 2 — 
— 


(«) Vide Appendix, N* XIII. 
8Y 


"had. A. - 


The Counſel for the Defendant objebted to the Queſtion, the Declaration being in 
Writing. | : | | ; 4: 4541 : * 
Then the Witneſs was aſked, > ks, | q | 
Q. Do you know of any other Declaration Mr. Haſtings' has made upon that Subject, but 
hat is contained in Writing ??? | 18 
A. No. 5 5355 6 
Then the following Extract was read from Book 82, already delivered in, from 
Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, beginning at Page 246 of the ſame Book. 
Fort William, 12th June 1783. 
| &« At a Council; . Preſent, | 
- ._ The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
Edward Wheler, 
John Macpherſon, Eſquires. 
John Stables, 


Letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings. | 
« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. 


* 


« Sir, 

& J have had, this Day, the Honour to receive your Commands of the 25th ultimo; and am 
extremely concerned that the Mode of conducting the Fayzabad Buſineſs, as ſet forth in my Ad- 
dreſs of the 18th January, did not meet your entire Approbation. Permit me to aſſure you, Sir, 
it is with the greateſt ReluQance I ever venture to deviate from the expreſs Letter of your Inſtruc- 
tions; and I cannot accuſe myſelf of having done it on any Occaſion, where it did not appear to 
my Judgement that the Object and Spirit of them rendered it adviſeable, and that the apparent 
Neceſſity would juſtify ſuch Latitude. | | 

In the preſent Inſtance, it was more in A ance and Expreſſion than in Fact, that any 
Deviation was made from your Order of the 26th December ; for although I was conſtrained, from 
my ſtrict Regard to the Accompliſhment of what I conſidered the firſt Object of this Undertaking, 
to admit of a temporary Forbearance, for the Reaſons aſſigned in my Addreſs of the 18th ultimo, 
the Begums were at that Time to be conſidered as entirely at the Mercy of the Nabob ; their Jag- 
heers were in the Poſſeſſion of the Aumils, their Troops diſperſed, and the Kella of Fayza 
which included allo the Bhow Begum's own Habitation, under the Guard of his Excellency's and 
our Troops. 1 ff, 

« It = Ae only to get Poſſeſſion of her Wealth; and to effect this, it was then, and is till, 
my firm and unalterable Opinion, that it was indiſpenſibly. neceſſary to employ temporizing Expe- 
dients, and to work upon the Hopes and Fears of the Begum herſelf, and more eſpecially upon 
thoſe of her principal Agents, through whoſe Means alone there appeared any probable Chance of 
our getting Acceſs to the hidden Treaſure of the late Vizier; and when J acquaint you, that by 
far the greateſt Part of the Treaſure which has been delivered to the Nabob, was taken from the 
moſt ſecret Receſſes in the Houſes of the Two Eunuchs, whence, of courſe, it could not have 
been extracted, without the Adoption of thoſe Means which could induce the Diſcovery, I ſhall 
bope for your Approbation of what I did. I muſt alſo obſerve, that no further Rigour than that 
which I exerted could have been uſed againſt Females in this Country, to whom there can be no 
Acceſs. ' The Nabob and Salar Jung were the only Two who could enter the Zenanah : The firſt 
was a Son who was to addreſs a Parent, and, of courſe, could uſe no Language or Action but that 
of earneſt and renerated Solicitation ; and the other was, in all Appearance, a Traitor to our 
Cauſe. Where Force could be employed, it was not ſpared. The Troops of the Begum were 
driven away and diſperſed ; their Guns taken; her Fort, and the outward Walls of her Houſe, 
ſeized and occupied by our Troops, at the Nabob's Requiſition ; and her chief Agents impriſoned 
and put in Irons : No further Step was left; and in this Situation they ſtill remain, and are to 
continue (excepting only a Remiſſion of the Irons), until the final Liquidation of the Payment; 
and, if then you deem it proper, no poſſible Means of Offence being left in her Hands or thoſe of 
her Agents, all her Lands and Property having been taken, I mean, with your Sanction, to re- 
ſtore her Houſe and Servants to her; and hope to be favoured with your early Reply, as I expect 
that a few Days will complete the final Surrender of all that is further expected from the Be- 


m. 
of « have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 7 
£ | «© Nathaniel Middleton, 
„Lucknow, the 5th February 1782. Reſident at the Court of the Vizier.“ 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. What Anſwer did you receive to this Letter ? SY 
A. I do not recollect there was any particular Anſwer given to it. | 


« 3 


* 


(FO 3 
Q. Do you confitee theſe Pufſages in that Letter 2. no Tirther Right thai hat (hich J er- 
« erted could have been uſed againſt Pemales in this Coumtty; and the Following Paſſage, = where 
« Force could be employed was not ſpared: Do you conſider theſe Paſſages is fulfilling this Di- 
rection of Mr. Haſtings, . you yourſelf ought to be perſonally preſent ; you mult not allow any 
« Negociation or Forbearance, bur muſt proſecute both Services, until t 3 7885 are at the en- 


« tire Mercy of the Nabob (a).“ 
A. I did confider them as an Easton of thoſe Orders. , 


Q. Do you think you could have obtained Poſſeſſion of the Wealth of the Baguio by, any 
milder Means than thoſe, which you did in fact puirfue ? 
A. It was in my Opinion the ſurer Means of obtaining them. 


4 8 = could you have obtained them by milder ns 8 to ö your Appretntin &> 
ings | 
A. I ſhould apprehend not. 


J's you do any Act or Deed relative to this Buſineſs, which. you \ did not conceive yourſelf 
directed to do by the Letter or Spirit of Mr. Haſtiagsꝰs Inſtructions ? 
A. 1 certainly acted in a Manner that 1 conceiyed to be conformable to the 3 Tendency 
of Mr. Haſtings's Inſtructions. 


Q. Was you not afterwards accuſed by Mr. Haſtings of having fallen ſhort in Point of Rigour, 
ia the Execution of theſe Orders, 
A, I beg to refer to Mr. Haſtings's Charge againſt me for the particular Words of it. 


. Are you confident that this is an exact Statement, that no further Rigour than that 
whic I exerted Could have been uſed againſt Females in this Coo, that you did uſe the ut- 
moſt Rigour that could be uſed ? Do you think ſo now ? 

A. It was my Opinion, that the * was uſed, was as much as could be uſed againſt Wo- 
men in that Situation. 


Q. Could the Nabob, or his Miniſters, 100 uſed any Sort of * in that Tranſsction ? 
A. They certainly uſed what was uſed. 


A you mean, that the Nabob uſed all the Rigour that was uſed or could be uſed by —_ or 
whether it was uſed by the Engliſh without the Nabob ? No. 
A. It was by the Nabob's Authority—by the Nabob's Orders. 


Then what do you mean by this Paſſage in the Letter juſt read to you? * The Firſt was 
* a who was to addreſs a Parent, and of courſe could uſe no Language or Action but that of 
ot en _ reiterated Solicitation ;''—how do you reconcile your preſent Opinion with that Re- 

reſentation 

E A. What I mean by Rigour, was attacking and takin Poſſeſſion of the Kella which incloſed 
the Habitation of the Begums. I conceive that no other Force could have been uſed againſt them: 
for inſtance, that the Troops could not have entered the Zenana, or the private Apartments of 
the Women, or have taken any other Steps than what they did in ſeizing the Kella, which included 
their Apartment ; and that being done, I conceived that much of the reſt depended upon the Na- 
bob's perſonal Negociations with the Begum and her Agents. | 


Q. Could the Nabob, if left to himſelf, have uſed any Language or Action but that of Soli- 


citation ? 
A. Poſſibly he might; bur I do not think he would have done it. I think Solicitation would 
have been the Courſe he would have preferred, 


- Qz Upon what Account did you ſtare, that the Miniſters could not poſſibly appear at all in the 
uſineſs ? 


A. I meant to ſtate, that the Miniſters could not openly appear in the Buſineſs. 


* Why not ? 
It is contrary to their Station—not conſiſtent with their Situation, that they ſhould take any 
open Part in the Buſinels. | 


Q. Why could they not? 
A. They conſidered the Begums in pretty much the ſame Light as they did the Nabob himſelf, 
with reſpect to perſonal Forms. 


Q. They had an equal Reſpect then for the Begums, as do had for the Nabob? 
A. They obſerved the ſame perſonal Forms to the Begums, as to the Nabob. 


Q. Then, am J. to underſtand you, that it would have been an odious and diſgraceful Thing 
for the Miniſters to have interfered ? 

A. I conceive it would: That they would have thought it fo. | 
— a 88 a "TT TIVES; C44 PTEWYL WE « — ñ——— 


{a) Vide Appendix, N* XX XVIII. 
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The Begums having been charged with being in actual Rebellion - againſt the Nabob, in 
an to a and deſtroy him, why ſhould the Nabob and his Miniſters have felt it 1 an 
extremely odious Buſineſs, to deprive them of that Wealth which is ſtated to have been the Means 
of ſupporting the Rebellion? 1 | > þ | 

A. I conceive that is Matter of Opinion. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that this was inere Matter of Argument, 
not Evidence of a Fact. WE | 


The Managers for the Commons made Anſwer, that it was a Queſtion of Fact: 
That the Witneſs had formerly ſtated, that the Begums were in actual Rebellion: 
That the Object of that Rebellion was to dethrone and deſtroy the Nabob ; and now 
they wanted to know the Circumſtances which, in the Witneſs's Opinion after that 
Fact was known, did make the Nabob ſo extremely averſe to depriving the Begums of 
their Wealth. | WS 


The Houſe obſerved, that the Queſtion would then be, oo 


Q. Whether the Circumſtance of their being in Rebellion would have diſpenſed, according to the 
Witneſs's Notion of the Ceremonies and Laws obſerved in that Country, with the perſonal Reſpe&. 
which the Minifters were otherwiſe bound to pay the Begums ? | | 

A. I do not think it would ; but that is mere Matter of Opinion : I believe, if the Miniſters 
were certainly convinced that the Begums were in actual Rebellion, they would ſtill have preſerved 


their perſonal Reſpect to them in point of Form. OY 
Q. Do you mean, that the Nabob declared openly his Deſire to poſſeſs himſelf of thoſe Trea- 
ſures ? | 


A. I am certain the Nabob did, on many Occaſions, declare himſelf defirous of poſſeſſing 
himſelf of cho Treaſures, which he conſidered as his own Treaſures; he conſidered them as the 
Treaſures of his Father which had been lodged in the Begums Cuſtody ; and he thought he had a 
Right to the Whole of them. | | 
Q. The Point of the Queſtion is, whether he declared in any Manner which you call an open 
A. He did in Converſation with me. | 


Qs drew the Affidavits which were taken before Sir Elijah Impey, or any of them, that 
you know of ? | 


A. I can only ſpeak to my own, I drew that; I do not know who drew any of the reſt, 


Q. Not any of them? 
A, Not any of them. 


Q. Did you not receive a Letter from Mr. Haſtings dated Chunar, 15 November 1781, direct- 
ing you to ſuperintend the Whole of the Tranſaction reſpecting the Affidavits? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that the Whole of this Examination was 
to Matters which are in Writing and upon Record ; that the Letter had been produced, 
and the proper Courſe would be to read it. 


The Managers for the Commons made Anſwer, there was nothing in Writing to 
indicate who drew the Affidavits. 


The Houſe obſerved, that the proper Courſe was to produce the Letter, and examine 
the Witneſs upon 1ts » 


The Managers for the Commons faid, the Letter was already in Evidence (a) before 
the Houſe, and they deſired to aſk the Witneſs, why he diſregarded the Inſtructions 
contained in it ? | 


The Witneſs ſaid, Een 
A. I have a perfect Recollection of the Letter. 


Q. Then do you mean to ſay, that you drew up your own Affidavit, but that you interſered 
no further with reſpect to the Affidavits of any other Perſon ? 

A. I did mean ſo: The Letter here referred to, is a general Inſtruction of the Points to which 
the Affidavits were to go: I recollect communicating to Colonel Hannay that Letter, and reading 
jt to him: I do not know that I communicated it to any Body elſe ; for moſt of the Officers, who 
were to make Affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, belonged to Colonel Hannay's Corps: of Courſe, 
he would inſtruct them as to the Points of the Letter. | 


1 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 630. 5 


Q. Did 


/ 7 


„ 


Q. Did you give Colonel Hannay a Copy of that Letter 3 
A. I do not recollect whether I did or not; I rather think I did not, that I only read it to him. 


Q. Did you call upon no other Perſon, nor communicate with any other Perſon upon this Letter, 
beſides Colonel Hannay ? | Hop 1 | acl 4 Sa, 0490s 5 
3 I will not ſay poſitively that I did not; but I really do riot recollect it, nor do I believe that 
Q. This Paſſage being in the Letter of Inſtructions, namely: — I muſt therefore requeſt and 
require of you, in my Name, to call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, 'Major Macdonald, Captain 
Williams, and Lieutenant Gordon, and every other Perſon who may have a perſonal Knowledge or 
Underſtanding of theſe Facts, or of any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, and its Con- 
nections in the Dominions of the Nabob Vizier, ſeverally to depoſe all that they know and believe 
concerning the ſame, either on Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inſtantly viſit Lucknow, 
chiefly with this Intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the ſame Purpoſe (a) 
Are we to underſtand, that, excepting Colonel Hannay's Affidavit, and your own, all the others 
came to Sir Elijah Impey, without any Interference on your Part? 


The Houſe obſerved, the Witneſs had not ſaid he interfered even with Colonel Han- 
nay's Affidavit, but only that he drew his own Affidavit, and neither knew of, or di- 
rected, any other Perſon. | yl 3 | 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, you drew Colonel Hannay's Affidavit? ; 
A. I mean to ſay, that I only drew my own, and knew nothing of the drawing of any Body's elle ; 
not of Colonel Hannay's. 


Q. Did you do any Thing, in Conſequence of thoſe peremptory Inſtructions of Mr. Haſtings, 
beſides what you have already mentioned, the communicating of them to Colonel Hannay ? 

A. Not that I recollect: I ſpeak doubtfully of communicating it to any others; I may have 
communicated.it to Mr. Johnſon, my Aſſiſtant ; but I do not recolle& I communicated it to any 


Q. Be poſitive, if you can, in your Recollection upon this Subject. Do you mean to ſwear you 
do not know who drew up, or ſettled, any of the Affidavits, except your own ? ; 

A. I am very certain of it, as far as a Perſon can be certain of a Fact at this Diſtance of Time, 
that I only drew up my own, If that is not an Anſwer, I wiſh the Queſtion may be more point- 
edly pur. . ; el Hh 


which I certainly drew up. . | 

Q. Was it at this Time you delivered back to Colonel Hannay the Letters you had formerly re- 

ceived from him, reſpecting the Conduct of the Begums? © © ETHEL NN 
A. I cannot ſay that it was exactly at that Time; I do not recolle&, but it was certainly at the 

Time that he was drawing up his Affidavit upon that Buſineſs. bs 


Q. Can you inform us, why Colonel Hannay cauld not depoſe to Facts which had paſſed within 
his own Knowledge, without recurring to the Letters he had formerly written to you? / 

A. I cannot; it is impoſſible I can form any Opinion. The Reaſon Colonel Hannay aſſigned to 
me was, he wiſhed to refreſh his Memory with 'what he had written to me in ſeveral Letters upon 
that Subject. | 5 5 b 


Q. Was that the Whole of what he ſaid upon the Subject? 
A. It was the Whole. | | i 


Q Was you preſent at the taking of any other Affidavit before the Chief Juſtice, beſides your 
own 3s WE | 


A. I do not recollect that I was; but at the ſame Time I will admit the Poſſibility that I 
might, though I do not recollect it. I viſited him very often, and I certainly have often ſeen. thoſe 
Gentlemen, who made Affidavits, at his Houſe. They might, at ſome of thoſe Viſits, have made 
Affidavits before him when I was there; but I cannot take upon me to ſay that was the Caſe. - : ! 


Q. Can you give any Reaſon why the Letters you received from Colonel Hannay do not ap- 
pear, either upon the Records, or in your own Letter Book ? | | . 

A. They were private Letters addreſſed to myſelf in my private Capacity. I never did enter 
in my publick Letter Book any Letters of that Sort. | Ki ee 


(a) Vide ſupra, P. 630. - 
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Q. Did not thoſe Letters contain the Whole of the 1 nformation you had received to the 19th 
of October, reſpecting the Conduct of the Begums, or had you any other Information? | 

A. It is impoſſible I can anſwer that Queſtion poſitively. I have no Doubt I had other. I have 
ſtated what Information I had. I was with Mr. Haſtings at Chunar during the ' greateſt Part of 
thoſe Troubles ; and ſuch Information as I did Dar communicated to Mr. Haſtings. I can- 
not ſay whether Colonel Hannay's Letters contained the whole Information I received. 


Q. Did you ever hear Mr. Haſtings make any Obſervation upon the Circumſtance of your 8 
ter to him, which contained Extracts of your Correſpondence with Colonel Hannay, in conſe- 
quence of a Letter being dated the 19th of September, in the Narrative, and the 19th of October, 
in your Letter Book ? 


A. This is the firſt Time I ever heard of any Difference in the Dates, conſequently I never could 


have heard Mr. Haſtings make any Obſervations upon it. I never Knew till this Moment: * 


there was any Difference in the Dates. 


Q. Are you quite politive that the Date in your Letter Book, of the 19th of Oktober, is the 
right Date? 

A. I am ſure it could not be the 1 gth of September, becauſe I was then at Chunar, and have 
no Doubt but the 19th of October is he right Date. 


Q. Can you account for your not having mentioned this Correſpondence in the Affidavit you 
made before Sir Elyah Impey ? 

A. I can aſſign no Reaſon for it ; . but probably, as Colonel Hannay Was going to make an 
Affidavit to the Subje&t of thoſe Letters, I might not think it neceſſary. 


Sz your Affidavit you ſtate, © that you further heard from your own News-writer ſtationed at 

Fy that a Vakeel or _ from Rajah Cheit Sing had been received at that Place, and 
e Protection of the ſaid Eunuchs ; but for what particular Purpoſe, or 

what was the Nature of his Commiſſion or Negotiations, this Deponent has not been able to Wl 
cover”. (a ho was that News- writer you mention to be ſtationed at Fyzabad ? 

A. He was the News Writer on the Part of the Reſident; he had been ſtationed at F 
for ſeveral Years; he was there in the Time of Mr. Briſtow, my Predeceflor z ſtationed there to 
forward the Poſt Letters, and likewiſe to communicate to the Reſident at Lucknow any Intelli- 
gence of Conſequence that he might learn there. 


Q. What was his Name? | NY £ 
A. Hoolas Roy. 


Q. N one go of Hoolas Roy, which contains the Communication you have fworn to 
have received from him 


A. I really do not know; very poſſibly it is in the Office at Lucknow, 


Q. How comes it not to appear upon your Book of Correſpondence ? 
A. It was a Perſian Letter. 


. You have ſworn in this Affidavit, “that you heard at the Time much Encouragement, and 
ſome actual Aid, had been given to Cheit Sing, by Jewar Aly Cawn and Behar Aly Cawn :” (3) 
What do you mean by ſome actual Aid, which you heard had been given by theſe Two Perſons ? 

A. I heard that they had raiſed Troops; that they had aſſiſted Rajah Cheit Sing's Vackeel *in 


raiſing Troops, and in ſending them to the Rajah's Aſſiſtance. I aſſert this, not on «my own 
Knowledge, but upon common Report. 


Q. How comes it, there is no Trace of this nnn in your Letter Book? 
A. I ſhould wiſh to know which Correſpondence is. alluded to? 


Q. Had you 4 4 Correſpondence _ that Subject, that you remember, with any Body ? 
2 None that I remember; 1 ſpeak of it as a common Report. 


Q. Was it alſo from common Report that you learned, that, during the Continuance of the Diſ- 


turbances at Banares, the Begums had manifeſted a ſtrong Diſaffection to the Engliſh ? 
A. It was. 


Q. Then I 3 chat the only armin which you received any Information upon, in 
any authentick Shape, was this, © that you further heard from your own News. writer, ſtationed at 
Fyzabad, that a Vackeel or Agent from Rajah Cheit Sing had been received at that Place, and al- 
lowed to remain under the Protection of the ſaid Eunuchs; but for what particular Purpoſe, or 
what was the Nature of his Commiſſion, or Negociations, you was not able to diſcover.” (c) Was 
that the only Communication you received from Hoolas Roy, or any one upon this Subject f 

A. The only one I recollect at this Time: I do not recollect any other. 


Q. You underſtand that theſe three Circumſtances are the Whole that relates to the Begums ? ? 


The Houſe obſerved, that the Witneſs had ſaid, they were the Whole he undertakes - 
at this Time to recollect; and that if the Managers for the Commons wiſhed to aſk 


i 


(a) ) Vide 3 Page 256. V Vide ſ ſupra, Page 255, Line 5 from Bottom. (c) Vide ſupra, Page * 
| Im 
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him any more Queſtions about it, it would by more * to let the e e ſee the 
Affidavit. 


The Affidavit was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and * was aſked ; 


Q Did 1 this Affidavit contain the Whole you knew upon this Subject, on the 25th of No- | 
vem 


r 1781? 
A. All that I knew of my own Knowledge, I have no Doubt but i it did; it could not contain 
all I had — becauſe it does not contain the Letters I received from Colonel Hannay, or any 
other Letters. 


Q. Does = Affdavit contain any one Thing 1 you knew of your own Knowledge ? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that this would appear by the Affidavit 


itſelf. 


Q. Do you know any Reaſon why the Teſtimony of Hoolas Roy, who was ſent to be examined 


does not appear; do you know of his being ſent to be examined ? 
A. He was ſent: Certainly ordered to attend. 


Q. Do you know, whether he was in Fact examined ? 
4 I do not. 


Fe bc 
A. I have not. 


Q. Did you hear from Colonel Hannay that a Thouſand Men, Nudjecbs, were ſent from Fyza- 
bad to the Afiſtance of Cheit Sing ? 
A. I have heard it: I cannot ſay where; but I certainly have heard it. 


Q. Was you apprized that Colonel Hannay mentioned it, and afterwards ſwore to it, only as a 


Re eport which he had heard ? 


A. I would wiſh to refer to Colonel Hannay's Affidavit; it is n I can retain in my 
Memory all that Colonel Hannay depoſed to. | 


Q. What Meaſures were taken. by Mr. Haſtings upon * of this Rebellion at Fyzabad, 
and what Troops did he ſend to ſuppreſs it? 
A. Is the Queſtion meant to be confined to the Period of the ſuppoſed Rebellion? 


2 The Queſtion is Do you know when Mr. Haſtings heard of the Rebellion ? 
I take it for granted, he heard of it in September. 


on What Meaſures did he take upon that ? 
A. I do not know what Meaſures he did take, or whether he took any : the Nabob himſelf was 
with Mr, Haſtings at that Time. 


Q. Was not you with Mr. Haſtings too at that —_ at Chunar? 
A. Certainly I was. 


Q. What Meaſures did the Nabob take, upon hearing 2 Report of that Rebellion ? BY 

A. Previous to his Arrival at Chunar, the Nabob had Falled.i in all the Troops he could aſſemble; 
he had left Lucknow, with his ordinary Guard, which, compared with what he had 
was a very ſmall one; and he ſtopped upon the Road a conſiderable Time to call in his Troops, 
and when he arrived at Chunar, he certainly had a very large Body of Troops with hm. 


Q. Did not the Nabob bring with him the Troops which he ſo collected co Chunar, or what 
did he do . ſuppreſſing the Rebellion? ; 

A. I was going to add, I do not know what Steps he took, or whether he took any, at 
Chunar. | 


OE hether you ever heard of any one Soldier, Horſe or Foot, having been ſent, to ſuppreſs 
that Rebellion; whether there was any Sort of Force ever employed in the Suppreſſion, of that 
Rebellion? 

' tha I did not hear that there was, | | 12M 8 0 


Q. Did the Nabob, upon his Return from Fyzabad to Lucknow, communicate in any Manner 
with you upon the Subject of that Rebellion, after his Viſit to his other 4 
A. I do not recolle& that he did. 


Q. When you ſtormed the Kella of the Begums, what Force had the Nabob and you with 
you? 

A. The Nabob was there in Perſon, and had a conſiderable Force ; and there was One 
of Engliſh, The Kella was ſtormed by a Regiment of Ragan por Are by ſome ore 
of the Nabob. 

Aa Do 


* ' 


r any Reaſon, or have you heard from Mr. Haſtings, why he mas ox in Fa 
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Q. Do you recollect the Amount of the Nabob's Force? 
A. I cannot with any Accuracy ; 1 ſuppoſe he W have Fifreen or Torn Thouſgd, Men 
with him. 


Q. What Sort of Troops are = Nabob's Sebundy FN 511 1 65 ST 
A. They are irregular Troops, armed and clothed after the 8 


Q. Are thoſe Troops fit for any Service? 


A They are employed occaſionally in Military Services; they are e 1 T | 
or Troops! that can be much depended upon; + 5 r. 


Q. Did not you ſtate to Mr. Haſtings, that the Nabob's Ir alone were — to * | 
reduced'the Jagheerdars, and to have ſeized the Treaſures ? | 
A. I cannot ſay I recolle& it; if I have ſaid fo, it will appear upon Record. 


Q. Did y you ever conſider the Sebundy i in any better Light than that of a uſcleſs Rabble? © |, 
A. Certainly I could not regard it in that Light, becauſe they were a principal Part of the 
of the Nabob's Aumils for the Service of their Collections; they had no other Troops; 
undoubtedly they were not regular Maſon or 1 that 00086 be much n upon in 
nal Series. mln eo: e ee > et era br 


Q. Could the Sebundy have ſeized the Kella, without the Aſiſtance of this fngle regular Regi- 
* of Sepoys? 
. 1 ſhould apprehend they could not, I underſtood upon the $ pot the Begums had a very con- 
gdtrable Force, and that had the Attack been made by the Nabob's Troops mk a very ſevere | 
Reſiſtauce was determined upon. 


Q. Did you not underſtand alſo, at the ſame. Time, that the Begum had no Idea the Engliſh 
would aſſiſt the Nabob, till you informed her that it would be ſo ? | 
A. I have already given an Anſwer to that Queſtion, that the Begum certainly had ExpeAations 
of the Interference 11 he Engliſh for a conliderable Time. 


Q. why to the Time when FOR gave them * Information wy you. ſpoke of Yeſterday ? | 
A. Les | 


Q. In reſuming he Jaghires, was s there any Battle fought, Blows truck, or any Blood ſhed at 
all upon that Account: 

A. 1 do not recollect that there was any where.” I recolled, when the Nabob firſt ſent his 
Aumils to take Charge of the Jaghires, that they were not able to take Charge of them, not hav- 
ing Force ſufficient ; afterwards the Nabob ſent them with a conſiderable F orce. 


Are you ſure that the Nabob ſent them a conſiderable Force afterwards? + | 
A? I underſtood he ſent Force ſufficient for the Service: What it conſiſted of, 1 cannot ſay z 
but * he ſent Troops with the Aumil, 0 0 was to Are * of theſe Jaghires, is true. 


Who commanded thoſe Troops ? 


A: Probably the Commander was the Aumil who went to take cu of the J ages The 
Officers of the Troops acted under his Command. S 2084318 ft n | 


Q Do you recollect havin ng any Correſpondence with Major Naylor upon this Subject ? | 
A. I do recollect having ſome Correſpondence: with him upon the Subject; to the beſt of my 
Recollection, he was ordered to aſſiſt the Nabob's Officers in putting him in 1 ome 

on or Markets, which the Begum bad on the opposite Side of the River. 


. Ds you tecollect Major Nay lor's Communication | upon that Subject ? 
A. I do not, at this Moment, remember it. A I DG 4 


We From. your general Knowledge of Major Naylor, had you any Reaſon to believe that he 
would communicate falſely ? 1 | 
A. I certainly have no Reaſon to believe that he would. 


| Did you return, any Papers from Lucknow, under a ſealed Cover, to Mr. Halti in 
ide that 3 * might be ope d when he ſhould think | it expedient? owe 5, 


1 | 4 19 


1 


» 


Q. OY ou recollect what thoſe Papers were ? 


rl believe One of thoſe | Papers, was a Copy of the Chunar Treaty, and the other Papers con- 
nected with it. 


Q. Was there among thoſe 3 a Liſt of the 9 of an Gendemen to whoſe Conti auance 
at Ligkeor the Nabob had conſented /? 0 25 | jo 


do not recolle& that there was. 


4 .Q- ma you ever ſend from Lucknow to o Mr, Haſtings, before his Return to Calera any ſuch 
- A 1 do not recolle& that 1 4 | 


' 2 $a 
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'Q. Did you recelve from Mr, Haſtings, e deten, 


allowed to continue at Lucknow ? 
A. I ds not recolle& that I did. 0 


Recollect a little carefully on this Subject What other einn did from 
Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject of Engliſh Gentlemen who were to be allowed to reſi reſide ut — at 5 


A. Mr. Haſtings did mention, T believe, in Converſation, the * 
V to reſide at Lucknow. 


Are ou fre has Me. f r gave you oo Pager ren hes bj, or ch you tak ns 
M of that Conv 


A. I cannot be 3 
8 When had you this Communicstion ot Converſation 7 Mr. Hak 


It was while I was wich him at nee cannot iy 4 v about the r of | 


ſigning the Treaty? | | 
Q Was it not expreſsly ſtipulated in the Treaty, that all the Engliſh Gentlemen, without 


Ne — only che Semen x. the Rüde: Mer ae be removed from the” 


abob's Dominions 


The Counſel for the Defendant obje@ivl that the Treaty would 2231 fo il. 901 


8 Do you remember any Thing about that? 
en d that. 


Q. Whether any one Article of the T was ** with the Naboh? 


of: I myſt read the Treaty, and all that paſſed upon it, before I could dener 8 


ion upon that Subject. 
Q. Here is the Treaty: Will you point out any one Article that was kage? 


'The Counſel for the Defendant objeed. 


AI that Part of the Treaty which was Ripulated ould not be carried i 
namely, the Nabob's Part, was not in Fact the only Part that was carried into Execution? 


A. Wich humble Submiſſion, I beg Leave to treat that, ay a Part of the other When 15 


bs really impoſſible for me to anſwer Queſtions of this Sort. 
ö 2 you ** preſent at all, or any of the Times, that the Affidavirs were ſworn be- 
ore 


ir Elijah I 
A. I beg w — 4 to the Anſwer I gave to * eſlion beforę that I did not recollect being 
nt at any of them; though I admitted, at the Time, the that 1 might — 
preſent when ſome were taken. 
Suben you know that there were Aﬀidyaits made by natiye induc ay well as by Engliſh 
emen ? 


A. I perceive, by Mr. Haſtings's Narrative, that there were. 


(25 0 awe whe Mar has e ba Nas make Hos A 
vits 


A. I do not know any Thing about it. 


. Do you know of any Communication by Mr. Haſtings to any Perſon beſides young for 
urpoſe of having Affidavits taken ? | 


wo Perhaps I may not underſtand that Queſtion perfectly. I take it for granted he communi- 


cated with Sir Elijah Impey upon taking the Affidavits; but I 0 not * any Perſdn at Luck - 
now whom he communicated with, | 


Q. Do you know any Perſon at Lucknow that he did communicate with? 
A. No; I certainly do not. 


Q. Do you know who the Natives were that made theſo Aidavies ? 


. I underſtood they were principally native Officers, Cdn to Colonel ue. & Cope 
I do not ſpeak from my own Knowledge. 


Do you know a P called Noqnd Sin ? _ 
X dg? I da not. n al 


Q. Do you know a Perſon of the Name of Denoo Sing ? | 
A. I do not. 


Q. Or Kundiall Sing? 


A. No: If theſe are the Perſons that F I do not recalleRt I ever ſaw 
one of them. 


9 A | Q. Then 
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Q: Then you do net know. by what Means theſe Perſons were informed Gay: were to make, the 
Affidavits before Sir Elijah Impey ? 

A. I do not. 1 always ſuppoſed the Communication was made to them * their Officers, het 
they were to depoſe, as far as their Knowledge went, to certain Circumſtances and ein 8 
and I know no more of the Matter. 


Q. Did you give any Inſtructions to any Perſon, 1 to deſire their Officers to  defire choſe beben. 
to make Affidavits? 1 

A. I have already informed your Lordſhips of the Extent of my Communications upon Mr. 
Haſtings's Letter. I do not recollect J had any Communication with any Perſon W 0p 
that Subject, but Colonel Hannay, and to him I read Mr, Haſtings's Letter. Wa: 


Q. Whether you did not know that Colonel Hannay, Captain Gordon, and 8 Wü. 
liams, were accuſed by the Begums and others, of having robbed the whole Country, and being 
themſelves the Cauſe of the 5 by their Oppreſſions?s: 

A. I have ſome Recollection of Letters to that e e n have been read decor Jour 


ae. 


. Fo How came you to confide the e of the Depolitions; ien were 0 ayrhentica 
ebellion of the Begums, to the Perſons accuſed by them ? 

A. I have informed your Lordſhips of the Extent. of my Interference. I did conceive the 1 
tention of Mr. Haſtings's Letter was only, that the People who wete to depoſe, ſhould" be in- 
formed to what they were to depoſe, and I thought I bad done my Duty by communicating the 
Letterto Colonel Hannay, who was the Commanding Officer, and it was his Duty to communicate 
it to thoſe Officers immediately under him, 


Q Then you mean to ſay, that it was a Part of Military Duty to do this ? | E 

A. I hope I am not out of Order, when I beg Leave to decline anſwering that Queſtion. It i is 
impoſſible for me to know I am no Military yard 3 en I wy wy wits, A in A ien 
the Letter to Colonel Hannay. 


Q. Whether you do not know that ſome of theſe Affidavit Men ſwore i in Couples? Do you 
know whether more than One joined in an Afﬀidavit ? 

A. I have already informed your Lordthips I know very little about the repro I un re- 
fer to the Affidavits themſelves. I really do not know that they did. t 


Q. Whether there was any Man of the Law, as profeſſed by Mahometans or by Hindoos, to 
ſee that the Oaths were legally and Py adminiſtered to them, according to _ ſeveral re- 
* Tenets ? 

LI really do not know whether there was or not. 


Q. Did you take Care that there was? Did 7p give any Orders or InſtruRtons for any hed 
Perſon to attend ? 
A. Certainly not. 


Q. (Croſs examined.) Do you know, in | point of Tac, whether any Leaves have been torn out 
of any of thoſe Books that were ſhewn you Yeſterday, fince they were bound ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to ſay, whether they have or not. I beg to ſtate, that thoſe are not. 
complete Copies of my Correſpondence: The complete Copies of my Correſpondence were left 
in my Office at Lucknow, as my Duty obliged me to do, Theſe are Books and Papers I had an 
Opportunity of taking for my own private Satisfaction. I cannot ſay in what Manner they. have 
been treated. I am not ſenſible of any Leaves having been purpoſely taken out, or added. 


Q. Do you know of any Leaves A been taken out at all, or added, whether peepabely 
or not? 
A. No, I do not. 


Q. Whether thoſe Books contain, or did ever end uy Letters to or from Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. This particular Book does not. | 


Q. What is the Deſcription of it? 
A. Letter D: It is Copies of Letters to the Officers employed in mY Nabob's Service. 


Q. Do you know whether it ever contained any Letters to or from Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I have every Reaſon to believe it never did. 


Q. You have been aſked whether Hoolas Roy ever made any Affidavit I underſtood you to 
ſay, you believed he did note Do you know whether Hoolas Roy arrived at Benares before Sir 
Elijah Impey left it? 

A. I do not know when he arrived at Benares. 


Q. Do you know at what Time Sir Elijah Impey left Benares? 
A. No, I cannot aſcertain it exactly. 


TY 


Q. Whether 
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Whether the Rebellion df the Begirts” did not exbibit itſelf both by the Altan 
* to the Thſurgents in Barditch and e and alfo in the Aſſiſtance r 1 i 5 


Sing ? 
A. I have no Knowledge of that Circumſtance but what I wars ' Uroadyi urd.. 0 
In the Uſe of the Word Rebellion,“ do you apply it, as yell « to the W in Ba. 
raitch and Goruckpore, as to the Aſſiſtance givei to Cheit Sing ? 19130, i „ Won = wi 
A. As far as I have any Snowiedge | of i, certainly, 1 bannꝰ& vic Lu- Þ „il 
Q. Whether the Nabob ent apy Fares of-aoy Kind at any.'t 55 0 ſuppreſs any Inſurrectiqn in 
Baraitch and Goruckpore? , VAO&INSH;:. 2151 a3 916!» Witt O VIER9gRNR gien ned: 
A. Moſt certainly he did. = ' 1 15 ns 4:3 + eis TY 2 "mT * 9 #18 3 I8 2501 | "114.511 
Q. When did he? - 8 8 


A. I mean the Detachment under Major Naylor; 1 ; unde ny — 7 ene marched A e 


was for the Purpoſe of quelling the Diſturbances j in Baraitch and, Goruckpore ar B 1 8 
9 xk}, 4 £06 ; 
Q. At what Time was that ? blodduots . 41 28 293n2gu * A 
A. It muſt be at the latter End of the Year. a 1 CC a wi. 0 
Q. Did the Nabob ſend tar Decachmens? 40% 3808 4 300 „gsm Liuor 1,99 N. 
A. By his Orders it went. Ls wad, 


Q Whether that Inſurre@ion of Cheir x Sing, in which the Nudjets wen afliſtiog; was not lr 


by-the-Bnriſh Forces ? x 343 ! POSE I 3i $\ x3 4 3i en? vonn 3.1 „ KA 
A. No doubt it Was. L. ene 4 3 1 160 
ee e Oude ator ſhorty. be de Dam. ef Sujak u Dow- 
amn. 


1 I was there a en Days before his Death perhaps Ten or Twelve Days before his 
Death. i» 4 * / | 
9454 . ine * bs "ON h. 1 110 E's. 44G 4213440 /: LS, 


Q. Do you oe Sos the publick Treafares of * ah ul Dowlah were depoſited ? |. 0. if 
A. I underſtood in the Zenana at Fyzabad, under. the Care of the Bhow Begum. 


Q. Do you mean that thoſe Treaſures were depaſited in the Zchang nn as eee of che 
Bhow Begum, as the Treaſurer of the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah? | 
A. I underſtood they were the Treaſures of the Nabob. 


But the Queſtion is, Whether ſhe was charged as Treaſurer to pay e Troops and other 
publick Purpoſes ?- _ - aum NA | | 
A. I underſtood ſhe had Charge of — as the ecobdendial 'publick Na and I will 

mention One Reaſon for . ſuppoſing ſhe was in at Situation. When the Nabob was. employed 
againſt the Rohillas in Rohilcund, he had à Sum of Money to pay to the Ealf Tadia Comps pany 
the Begum happened to be with him in the Camp at that Time, and the Nabob Salar Jung, 6 
was the Begum's Brother, was left in the Management of Affaits at F yzabad. The Sum the Na- 
bob had to pay the India Company was Fifteen Lacks of Rupees; he gave me an Order for Fif- 
teen Lacks of Rupees upon Salar Jung at Fyzabad z I deputed à Gentleman of my Family to 
Fyzabad, for the Purpaſe of receiving the Money, and conveying it to Calcutta. However, upon 
his delivering the Nabob's Letter to Salar Jung at Fyzabad, a Difficulty aroſe, as there was no 
correſponding Order from the Begum for the Delivery of this Treaſure ; and the Gentleman whom 
I deputed, whoſe Name is Grady, was detained there till an Order from the Begum did actually 
arrive, and upon the Receipt of her Order the Money. Was immediately paid out of the Trea- 
ſury. 


Q. Do you underſtand, that the Order given by the Begum, upon that Occaſion, was an 
official Order, in the Character of Treaſurer to the Nabob ? 

A. I cannot take upon me to ſay in what Character ſhe iſſued the Order: Certain | it "a, that 
the Money was not paid till her Order was iſſued and received at Fyzabad. 


Q. Do you underſtand: that Order to have been given by the Begum as for the Diſpoſition of 
her own Property, or for the Diſpoſition of the Property of the Nabob? 

A. I underſtood it to be for the Nabob's Property, for which the Nabob had previouſly given 
an Order himſelf. 


Q. Do you know what was the Amount of the Treaſures, or, what was your beſt Information of 
the Amount of the Treaſures in the Zenana, at the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ? « - 

A. It is — for me to aſcertain with any Sort of 3 but it was * to be 
very conſiderabl 


1 Q, What was the Amount of it, according to the beſt Information you could obtain _-=_ that 
ubjec 


* 177 T 
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I would wiſh yayr Lordſhips to underſtand it is an Opinion given v . at Random: 1 


0 0 ſuppoſe, from the Infarmation and Report of che People in gener 
Crores of Rupees. 


Q. What other Treaſures had the Nabob ? - w 1 er d 
A. I do not know of any others that he hac. ö 


Q. Do you know of any other Place in which che public Treaſures of the Natob 1 were ro- 
ſited beſides this Zenana ? 
A. do not know of any other Place where any conſiderable Treaſures were depoſited : He had a 
nominal Treaſurer ; but I do not believe he had Charge of any conſiderable Treaſure 1 

7 we 


that it "ys. neg two 


than might be neceſſary for immediate Uſe. I certainly did underftand, that the ids 
Treaſure was at Fyzabad, under the Charge of the 3 


2 Neceſſary for immediate Ut; what Uſe Fe 
A; For his Expences. ? 


Q. Expences of his Houſehold, or the Am? 
A. For Expences of the Houſehold. 


Q. But not for the Expences of his Civil Edabliſkment ? 
A. No, I ſhould imagine not; that would have been very confidenible. 


Q. Do you know what was the Amount of the _ Sujah ul Dowlah owed the Company at the _ 
Pimè of his Death? 
A. I cannot exactly ap, but I believe it will appear in the Accounts; it was conſiderable, I kaow 


| but I cannot aſcertain the Sum. 


Q. Do you recolle whether 40, 50, or bo Lacks, or ſome ſuch large Sum ?, 
A. It err nn to the beſt Recollection I have of | it, between 40 and 50 Lacks, or aw, 
abouts. 


* Q. Whether Sujah ul Dowlah had not a 1 Ages and what Number of Foot at the Time of 
is Death? 


A. [ dong nov wich any Degree of Accuracy he had a very canſiderable Army, 


Q. What is your Notion of a confiderable Army? 
A. From 50,000 to 70,000 Men, 


* 4 you know whether that Army was conſiderably in Arrear of Pay, at the Time of the 
of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 


. they were eee in Arrear, many Months, near Twelve Moaths, I uns 
derſt 


Q. Beſides the Arrears o& Pay due from the e Nabob, and beſides 5 Debt due to the Com- 
any, do you know whether the ſycceeding Nabob was burthened with any other Debts of his 
Father, owing te Individuals ? 

A, I believe there were ſome Debts to Individuals z but, I fancy, not conſiderable. 


Q Can you inform the Houſe, what was the aggregate Amount of all the Nabob's Debts ? 
A. It is impoſſible for me to give an accurate Anſwer to that Queſtion ; I really 49 not know 
what his Army was in Arrear ; or what the Pay of his Army was. 


What Difference is there, if you know it, between the Tenure of the Jaghires, and the 
Lands holden in Ultumgah ? 


A. My Idea of the Diftin&ion is, that a common Jaghire is reſumable at Pleafure ; and that an 
Ultumgah is a Grant confirmed by the King, perpetual and hereditary. 


Q. By © confirmed by the King,” I underſtand you mean, confirmed at Delhi ? 
A. Canfirmed by the Mogul: That is my Idea of it. 


Q. Whether a Jaghire is in the Nature of a Rent Charge ; or whether it carries with it the actual 
Poſſeſſion of the Land in general ? 


A. The Jaghiredar certainly has Poſſeſſ̃on of the Land; but it is en that the Surplus, 


Jade the Sum for which the Jaghire was granted, does belong to the Prince who grants the 
aghire, if he chooſes to take it.—lt is ſo underſtoed. 


Q. The Jaghire-is granted then, as productive of a certain Sum? 
A. The Jaghire is granted for a ſpecific Sum. 

4 wo rated in the Grant as productiye of a certain Sum ? 

A. Yes. 


| Q Then, you hold that a Jaghiredar is accountable for a beyond 
tha 


um? 


6 A. He 


; 7 
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A. He is accountable for it; if the Prince chooſes to call upon him, he is to account for the net 
Collections, and the Overplus belongs to the Prince—which is called, in the Language of the 


Country, Topbier. 


Q. Whether you have not heard the Nabob frequently complain, prior to the Year 178 r, of m 
Diſorders in his Country, occaſioned by the Independency of the Jagheerdars ? A 
A. To the beſt of my Recollection, I have heard frequent Complaints. 


r the Jagheerdars do not keep a large Body of Forces, beſides what is — 


neceſſary for collecting the Revenue of their Jaghires ? ; 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay, what is neceſſary for the Collection of cheir Jaghires z they all 
certainly keep up a conſiderable Body of Troops in their * nr y nad for 
what Purpoſe they keep them, 


Q. Whether thoſe ; 00 up upon the Jaghires, were under the Control of the Nabob, 


or under the Controul of iredars merely? 
A. Entirely under the CAE of the Jaghbroduts, as I t 


Q. Whether the Nabob has not ſaid in Converſation with you, with MFR tt to * 7 ehen. 
that two Rulers were too much for one Country? 
A. I cannot ſay I recolle& the Expreſſion to myſelf. ; 


Q. Whether the Nabob has not in Converſation with you complained that the Begums Serves 
had preſerved a total Independency, and that the J W 1 deat the Officers of the Govern- 
ment, and refuſed Payment ? 

A. I do not recollect in thoſe very Terms; but I am very 1 che Nabob has frequently com- 
plained of the Begums People, and that they treated his Authority with Contempt but l do not 
recollect thoſe particular Expreſſions. 


* 


Q. Whether any of the Jaghiredars in Oude — not dead; given Refuge: to rebellious Ze- 


mindars, and weakened the Nabob's Authority ? 
A. I have heard of ſuch Inſtances. | | Tot Jo 4 Tt yada 31 WO 


Upon the Independency of the Jaghiredars in 3 has. the Nabob eee to vou, 
that they weakened his Authority? 
A. To the beſt of my Recollection, the Nabob has made thoſe Complaints." heh EY 


1 Have you not Reaſon to believe, that thoſe Complaints were vel founded ? Specify you 
ons, if you have any. 

A. I certainly did believe the Complaints 'were well founded, Se Nee" "A pee hy to: your 
Lordſhips,- that large Diſtricts of Land, with -conſiderable Bodies of, Troops entirely nib 
and uncontrouled by the Authority of Government, muſt ingerfere Th the are 


The above Queſtion and Anſwer were read over by the Clerk. NG : Ab. an 
L 19611 - ir:  OaA 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs... a n W vl FA 


Q. Whether you know the Amount of the Jaghires which the-Bhow Dajan, bad at. the Time 
of the Death of Sujah' ul Dowlah; and what Increaſe was nn thoſe Jaghires,if 805 was ande, 
by her Son Sujah ul Dowlah ? (1 5 


A. I know it only from ſubſequent Converſations. . I e it was but very. incoaſiderable 


upon the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ; and that it was largely Increaſed! by t the Nabo ob. 


Q. But the Amount of either the one or the other, you do not know ? _. , oo : 
A. I cannot aſcertain exactly how much; but I think. the 6 Begums Fah, at he «Tis BE 
was reſumed, 'was about Six Lacks of Rupees a Tear, or W080 „ 


& But what it was, at the Time of che Death of Svjah ul Dori. you do not kagw? 
A. No, I do not. $f hong 


Q. Have you ever heard from the Vizier or Bhow Begum,: what that 8 or ohe 
it was at the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah'? * ' 

A. I certainly have; but I cannot at this Mothent changs: my Memory with it; I do not think 
it was ſo much as Two Lacks of Rupees, as far as my Recollection of it gage. 


Q. I underſtand you to have ſaid, according to the beſt Information you MER upon the Sub- 
jet, that the Jaghire of the Bhow Begum was under Two'Lacks at the Time of the Death of 
Sujah ul Dowlah, and was increaſed to Six Lacks and upwards or: 7557 20 ul Dowlah: * you 

now what was the Amount of her Annual Expences? - /. 

A. No, I certainly do not ; and have no Means of aſcertaining i it with any Sort of Accuracy.” 


Q. Was there any Appearance of Expence, to the Amount of her Jaghir e? 
A. If I might venture an Opinion, I ſhould ſuppoſe it could not have been any Thing. like 
it; not a Fourth Part of it; but it is merely Matter of Opinion; it is mere Gueſs. 


1 Q. Under 


/ 


| . 
Under whoſe particular Controul and Management were the ja ies of the Bhow Be ? 
* Under the Management of her Two Zana, Jewar and Bahar Ally Khan 222 
Whether Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan had not, in many Inſtances, prior to > the Year 178 5 


2 themſelves obnoxious to the Nabob's Government ? 
A. I underſtood they had rendered themſelves obnoxious to the Nabob himſelf perſonally. 


Q. Had they offended againſt his Government in any Manner? 

A. I apprehend it muſt be in ſome Part of their Conduct in the Management of the Jaghires, that 
they had given the Nabob Offence; he alſo complained, to the beſt of my Recollection, + boys it 
was their Vie iew to keep him and his Mother at conſtant Variance—at canftant Difference. | 


Q. Whether you remember her chief Agent Bahar Ally 1 Khan having marched a conſiderable 


Force into Nabob Gunge, one of the Begum's principal Jaghires, declaring, that if any Attempt 
was made to reſume it, he would lay the whole Country be Bahar Ally Khan her prints. 


pal Miniſter ? 
A. He was. 


Q. Had he made any ſuch Declaruiouis of laying the Country waſte ? 
A. I would refer to the Letter, 


Do you know any Thing of a March into Nabob Gunge ? 85 
2 I have not a perfect Recollection of it. a 


8 What were the Number of thoſe Jaghiredars in the Nabob's cy immediacly prior to 
the Reſumption of the Jaghires, br about the Time of the Treaty of Chunar? 


A. There were a great many of theſe, Fifty or Sixty. 


. Of what Deſcription of Perſons were the Bulk of thoſe J eder ? 
= They were of all Deſcriptions. 


the & Were they People of low Condition in general, and who had done no particular Service to 
overnment from which they received thoſe Jaghires, or were they perſonal Favourites? 

A. The Nabob's Family were included among chem; there were alſo many of his Aumils — 
. Officers, that were in cha 5 of Military and Civil Offices, they kn had Jaghires; and 
— were a great many of thar RR, of TO called * who had conſiderable 


* 


— Ne is an Orderly ? | 
It is taken from their former Situation, in which they were before the Nabob's Acceſſion t to 


the Muſaud ; they attended his Perſon, as orderly Sepoys, Men who were always attendant 
him, they were Hindoos 3 upon his Acceſſion to the Muſnud. he raiſed them to the Rank of Los 


and gave them conſiderable Jaghires. 


Q. What was their Rank before he came to the Muſhud? ett l 
A. They were common Soldiers, Sepoys. 2441 no NO 810 


Q. Were they perſonal Favourites of the Nabe 8. 
A The DiſtioGtion with which he treated them, upon his Aeon co the Governmens, would 
feem to leave that beyond a Doubt. 


Q Were they Peo 171 le of low and inferior Condition prior to their Elevation by the lbs? 
A. They were in the ſame Condition as other common Sepoys. 


Q. Whether you know if an , and what Sum, was realized by the Nabob, from Baraitch a 
Goruckpore, prior to Colonel E annay s Appointment? 
A. I believe the Sums he realized from that Country were but very: inconſiderable z he waned: 
liged to keep up a very large Force there to make the ColleRion, and I believe the Revenue of the 
Country did very little more than defray the Charge of thoſe Troops. 


Q. Do you know what Sum was realized by the Nabob from the Country of Baraitch and Go- 
werber, during the Time of Colonel Hannay's Command ? 

A. I cannot from Memory aſcertain exactly what the Sum was. The el had a confider- 
r Aſſignment on. the Country upon thoſe Two Diſtricts, which was paid, 


Q. Do you know nearly, within a Lack, what might be the Amount received” by the Nabob 
annually, or in the Whole, during the Time Colonel Hannay bad his Command ? When were 
a” _ ents given to che Company of thoſe Two Diſtricts? 

eve when Colonel Hentey firſt went there; they might have had Aſſignments before 


| 1 Did Colonel Hannay account to the Nabob for the Colle&ions ? 


Q. Do 


( 739 ) 


& po you! ho bar dhe Amoone of that win ? Did it pals through jour Offee ? 1 
A, It did not, further than the Company's Aſſignments: which, as far _ I can charge thy 
Memory, upon theſe Two Frovincea, were 10 Lacks of: Rhe. 


Q, Weie thoſe 10 Lacks wats Ba Company in . rer, A x longer Pe- 
iod | 
„. 10 Obe Le. | 


Q. boos there any orher Money la Nabob, beyond the 10 Lacks the als 1 N 

the Company? | 
* Ves; Tidal there was certainly—that was not the Whole of his Colle ions. | 

Q. Have you any Idea of the Amount of the Sum received beyond the 10 Lacks ? 


A. I have not. I know other Aſſignmenta were given hy the Navob 1 che Ar which 
were always paid. 


Q. Do you know to has the Amount of det Aeg were? Cr IrE 
A. I do not. | 


70 Did you ſay any Thing about the Company! $ Having Afignments a Goruckpore be- 


A. They had ſome ſmall Aſngnments upon Baraitch, as T underſtood, before Colonel Hannay's 
going there, They were Wr een 1 laid . They were under ſeparate Go- 
vernments. 


Q. What became of thoſe 4 | | 
+ dn was before ny going * mate {that 1 do not know whether they were or were not 

Q. Whether the Sums received by the Vizier's Aſſignment, which came to the Hands © of the 
Company, « and the other Aſſignments you mentioned, were not after rhe Payment of the Troops 

the Collection of thoſe Diſtridts? 

A. Haar I do not know. Colonel Hannay's Troops were Nenn not paid from thoſe Collec- 
tions, but from an Eſtabliſhment at Lucknow; the other Troops belonging to the Nabob that 
wow Lr in the Country, which were alſo conſiderable, were, I apprehend, paid from che 

ollections. i, 


Q. So that the Colleftions were net, and this was their Produce, beyond the Since af "che 
Troop of the Nabob ſtationed in the Country, but an n EN penned Colonel Hannay's 
1.36 4 
= No; Colonel Hannay's Troops were paid at- Lucknow, * 


Q. Whether you do net know, aht the Eſtabliſhment of Courts of Juſtice-i in 3 propoſed 
and recommended to the Nabob by Mr. FOO ? | 
A. Ir certainly was. | 


A. Whether, prior to that Recommendation by Mr. ans, any ak Courts of Juſtice 
bad ever; as you Rave heard, been eſtabliſhed at Lugknow ; or whether Juſtice was not ad- 
miniſtered — the Foudjdars of the Country ? 

A. I do not know that there ever were any regular general Courts of Jultice i in the Country of 
Oude; each Foudjdar had a Juriſdiction, which he exerciſed I believe very much without any 
Controul, The Nabob was s the 8 but be was left without Controul i in r 


of his on Diſtrict. 
e 


Q. What do you 1 | rindedftand to be the Office of a Fo 
& It is a mixed Office, both civil and military. 


Ti. Aer you do not underſtand, that this Eſtabliſhment of Courts of Juſtice, as 3 
by 12 Haſtings, was defeated in de Oppo of the Nabob, 8nd the principal People of che 
ountry 


2 In Couſ uence of Mr. H 8•˙8 'Toftrudtions, T uſed all the Influence I was Maſter of, 
get Courts 0 Juſtice bee ucknow, and througbout the Country z but it was a Men- 
oe not cordially JE! to, either by the Nabob or his Miniſters ; and all my Endeavours proved 
abortive. Some Steps had been taken towards it, though very reluctantly, by the Nabob and his 
Miniſters, when I was recalled from my Situation at Lucknow; whether it was accompliſhes * 
my Succeſſor, Mr. Briſtow, or not, afterwards, I gannot take upon me to ſay, - | 


Have you, from any Communication with Mr. Haſtings at the Tins, Reaſon 0 ' belſeve 
that Mr. Haſtings urged that ee Wet and roy" 88 
A. He certainly dic. 


-Q. (hy « Manager). Was the ts Bop — Ren of he ny of Ogde, 
5 A. The 


| during the — of Sujah 
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in the Zenana. 


Q Did the reſpeAtive Colleftors rranſnit en to Fyzabad as hy: were received ? | 1 I 
Ves. The Nabob, as I ſaid before, had a public Treaſurer, but he had not the Charge of ar 
ins Treaſure, more than what was neceſſary for his domeſtick Uſe. 


Q. Did the ſeveral Aumils, Collectors, and Officers of the Revenue, tranſmit wer Olea, : 
to Fyzabad to the Zenana there, or to that Treaſurer you have alluded to 7? 
| A I apprehend they tranſmitted the Treaſure to the * s Miniſter. oh w_ £ . 


Q. Who wa#the Nabob's Miniſter? * e ec 1 „ 
A. Ellich Cawn, | ; 


Q. Was he the Treaſurer, or what you call the Treaſurer, there ? 
A. No, he had a Treaſurer beſides. 


Q. After they were tranſmitted to Ellich Cawn, what became of them? 

A. The Revenues are always remitted in Bills upon the Houſes of the Shroffs at F yzabad; the 
Miniſter, as I apprehend, realized thoſe Bills, and depoſited the Treaſure in the Zenana ; this I 
apprehend to have been the Courſe : Tour Lordſhips will underſtand too, the Nabob, Sujah ul 
Dowlah, made Fyzabad his Reſidence at that Time; Lucknow afterwards was the Place of 2 
ment of the preſent Nabob. 3 


Q. Then Sujah ul Dowlah all his Life-time reſided at Fyzabad ? EI Lops "BIO 
A. Yes, it was his Capital. | ay a 


Q. You ſpoke of two Orders, one by which the Nabob directed the Payment of a.certain Sum 
of Money to a Mr. Gready, a e in * e _ Order was 3 did you 
ſe. that Order? | : | 1 — 

. I ſaw the Nabob's Order. * | 


- Did you ſee the Order which came e from the Begurn, in ad e of which the Money was 


actually paid ? _ | 
A. { do no remembir:T: did Ge ie 1 do not recolle& I Aid fee it. | 


Q Then, how do you know that the Begum drew for that Money as if it was the Nabot's Pro- 


rty ? 
FA. mentioned that as Matter of Opinion, concluding it was ſo, from the Nabob's having pre- 
viouſly given an Order for the fame Purpoſe: I never. ſaw the Begum's Order, but I was informed 


of the Circumſtance by Mr. Gready, who was detained at Fyzabad till it arrived. 


whether the Circumſtance of the Nabobꝰ Draft not having deen anſwered, and the Begun $ 
Draft immediately producing the Money, did not give yr A ren it was . mm 
Money, and not the Nabob's ? : . 

A. My Preſumprian was, that it was the Nabob's. | 1 


. Whether that is not a Circumſtance that indicates the contrary ? 
b It is a Matter that I cannot nenn r Bei cri mas 
it was the Nabob's ? | | & 


. 1s it your Belief now? | | af wed erat; vl Þ iv 
; A: We 10969 9H BONN ett, B Bai  TOK2U0L. 5987 ; 


Q. Whether you do not know, that i in | the Diſputes reſpetting ** Treabes in ieh Mr. 
Briſtow was concerned in the Years 1775 and 1776, it was admitted by the N Nabob, that all the 
Treaſures which were in the Zenana belonged to the Begum ? * 

A. I cannot ſay I remember that Circunttunce; ; ir wil appear by Mr. Briftow's Lecters 3 ii it 
is fo, I do not recolleed ĩt. | {3 104111 . 300 01 1 7 


Q. Was you ever apptized of the andy of ths! Begin s having come to Sujah al Dowlah 
after the Battle of Buxar, with all the Treaſures ſhe could, bring for his Relief ? _. 
A. I underſtood ſhe did come to Sujah ul Dowlah, after the Battle of Buxar, and oO 
her Jewels and valuable Effects; I do not know there was any War but . Sums 
were raiſed from them. 


2. And with a View of raiſing a large Sum of Money upon them ? 
A. I cannot ſay that was the View, but that was the Conſequence. 


Q. Was it not generally conſidered, that jt was in part owing to this Inſtance of her, age, 
that the Nabob, Sujah ul-Dowlah, ever after ſhewed her particular Deference and Attention ? 
A. I certainly have heard ſuch Reports ; I cannot ſpeak ——_— to the Certainty of chem. 


Was it not generally known, that it was through the Influence which the Bhow Begum poſ- 
fell with Sujah * Dowlah, that the preſent Nabob, Aſoph ul Dowlah, ws left his Heir? 


; Ts & i 


A. That 


'L 741 ) 


A. That is = Matter I cannot ern e to, not having been hw et the Tine of Sujak 
Dowlah's Death. | 


Q. Have you 0 with Aſoph ul Dowlah on the Subject? | Parks 
dorky. pretty certain cat I have heard chat reported. we. bur I canng trace it to any Au 
Ye 


2. Did you ever converſe with Aſoph ul Dowlah about it 
A. No, certainly not, ; 


Q. Nor heard him allude to it ? 
A. No, I do not believe I ever heard it, cl within theſe very few Day. 


. Did you never hear it mentioned as a Thing generally known, that as * Hap, had 


3 


ſaved the Life of her Son, the preſent Nabob? 
A. 1 have beard that as a Report too, certainly. | 


Q. When did you hear that ? 
A. A great many Years ago. 


Q. Recollec̃t what the Number of Perſons were, whom you ſtated to be dependant upon the two 
Begums at Fyzabad, when you viſited Fyzabad in the Year 1778; the Women and * the 
F "amily of the deceaſed Nabob, and his Relations ? | Bo 

A. 'I cannot recollect ; 1 beg Leave to refer to the Letters. 


Q: Whether they were 2000, more or leſs, as near as you can recolle& ? 
A. I cannot recolle& with any Accuracy; I wiſh the Letter to be read. 


2 Q. What Fund was there for the Maintenance and Education of the Children belonging to wy 
enana ? | 
A. There were Aſſignments given upon the Nabob's Revenue for their Maintenance. 


Q. Do you not know that thoſe Aſſignments were not paid, and that — ſo ſtared it? yn 
what Part of the Revenue, in ſhort, were thoſe Aſſignments? _ N 
A. I do not recollect the particular Diſtricts at this Time. | 


4 Were they ever paid? 
A. Some certainly were paid; but they were not a pad. undoubtedly, 


Q * you know the Amount of the Woe of the TIO? 
not. | 


5 | 

A. I cannot ſay I do. The Afſigntnents were denn to the Perſon if charge of the Kkovrd 
Mahl, who had t receiving of the Maney from the Aumils, and he made — nnn 
that the Payment was not regularly made. 


Q Whether, taking this Body of Women and Children alrogether, in both Eſtabliſhrhents of 
the Zenana and Khourd Mahl, ng very great Sum, and * Sum, was neceſſary for their Mainte- 
nanceand future Proviſion ? 

A. It. is impoſſible for me to give an Anſwer to the Quetta, without knowing in what Sort 0 of 
State they were to be maintained, 


Q. Then you do not know How they were maintained 1 | | 
A. I do not know at all how they were maintained, nor the Number *of Women bat from 
Information I had upon the Spot. 


. N according to that Information, do you khow what theſe ere ought to le 


A. It would certainly have required a large Sum of Money. 


Q. What i is your Idea of a large Sum of Money, as applied to that e Have you any 
Conception what the annual Eſtabliſhment, and the GN Expences ſetting them out in 
Life, would amount to? 

A. No; I really cannot give any Opinion upon it. I know the Expence of the Khourd Mahl, 
which was never paid by either of the Begums, was very inconſiderable, compared to the 
Number of People that it was ſuppoſed were in it, So far as I have a Recollection of the Matter, 
I do not believe there ever were more than 50,000 Rupees collefted for the Payment of the Wo- 
men and Children of the Khourd Mahl. Fo 


E Paid by the Year, do you mean, or in the how? 
A. By the Year. 


Q Are you aware of the Demands which the Eſtabliſmment of the Khourd Mahl, or che Ze- 
_ would make upon the Nabob, for the Marriage of the Children, or of any other incidental 
Advance ? 

A. No that is a Matter upon which I cannot venture to give any Opinion. 
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Q. Was it not, becauſe there was ſo ſmall a Sum collected and paid for the Khourd Makl ya 
it not upon that Account, that the Burthen of maintaining them fell to the Elder n as 
A. I muſt beg Leave to refer to my Letter upon that Subject. T 


What was the Amount of the Plunder taken in the Rohilla War, foppoles to bo lodged in 
the Zenana ? 


A. I really cannot recolle& what the Amount was; but I recollect undergoing an Examination 


upon the Subject at the Time, which I would rather refer to. wy is ſo many Years 480. I cannot 
poſſibly recollect. | 


Q. An Examination where ? 
A. In Calcutta. 


Q 1 the Subject of the Rohilla War? | 


_— fy T A s = 


* Is 11 upon Record? 5 
Tes. 


Q.. What was the Debt due to the Company at the Death of Sujah Dowlah, 45 their Adiiſtance 
in extirpating the Rohillas ? 
--M There were other Sums due from Sujah Dowlah, beſides that Sum. 1 ſuppoſe the Queſtion 
means the Stipulation for our 22 in the Rohilla Campaign; that was 40 Lacks of Ru- 
pees. 
Q. Had any Part of tholt + 40 Lacks of Rupees been paid, in the Lifetime of Sujah Dowlah ? | 
A. It is difficult to diſtinguiſh ; the Whole was thrown together. That Sum, and what he owed 


to the Company on other Accounts, was all included in One Account; and he made One Pay- 
ment, upon that Account, of 15 Lacks of Rupees, before his Death. 


Q. What Sum, do you ſuppoſe, remained due of fair Debts to the Company at the Time of 
Sujah Dowlah's Death? 


A. I believe I have before informed you, as far as 10 can neger that it-was between 40 and 
50 Lacks of Rupees. 


. . Whether, in the Settlement 1 in the Year 1775, the Nabob aid not receive 56 Lacks from 
the Begum ? 
A. I was not there at the Tice: 2 1 would rather refer to the Record. 


Q. Do you not know that the Elder Begum had a Jaghire that ſhe held by a. Sunnud from the 
Mogul, of the Nature you deſcribed. before, the Ultumgah ? 


A. I have heard that ſhe had: I cannot aſcertain the Fact. | * 


* Had not the Begum the ſame Right to maintain Troops for her Jaghires, as the Nabob had 
to maintain Troops in any Part of his Government ? 


A. That is a ſpeculative Queſtion : I could wiſh to be N ache ab They | 1 1 
's, I cannot ſay. 


fame Right the other Jaghiredars had; whether that Right was equal to the N 


Was it not as eſſential to the Eſtabliſhment of the Jaghires, that the Jaghiredars ſhould main- 


tain Troops within their Diſtrifts, as that the Nabob ſhould maintain Troops within the whole 


Province ? 


A. It was eſſential to the Collection, that they ſhould have a certain Number of Troogs 5c ; but 
what Number was neceſſary for the Collection, it is impoſſible for me to ſay. 


Q. Was there any Doubt of their Right to have Troops in their Forts, for the Collection of their 


Jaghires. Were the Troops ſuch as they naturally had upon the Eſtates they held, or were they 
of any other Deſcription ? 


A. At Fyzabad, 1 underſtand, they had a conſiderable Number of Troops at the Time we 
went there, beſides thoſe employed i in the Collection of their Jaghires. 


Qi. But the general Eſtabliſhment'of Troops, which they had upon r I aghires, was ſuch as 
naturally flowed from the Coniſtitucion of the Jaghires? 
A. Certainly. ' 


Q. You have ſaid that Bahar r Ali Cawn and Jewar Ali Cen had offended the Nabob ; do you 


not recollect that the Nabob was continually endeavouring to encroach upon the Jaghires, and 
the Rights of the Begums ? 


A. Certainly there was always a very great Contention between the Nabob and the Bogen; ſhe 


occalionally complained very much of his ſuffering his People to infringe upon her Rights; that was 
One of the great Complaints of the Begum againſt the Nabob. 


Q Do you know, or not, whether that Complaint was well founded ? 
have known an Inſtance where the Nabob has not puniſhed his Servants for iaterfering 
with the Rights of the Begum. I have heard of Inſtances which I believed at the Time. 


enen | 4 Whether 
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Q. Whether it was not the Duty of the Begom's Miniſters, to aden Eneroachments? 
A. I preſume it was their Duty to execute the ve — to them, in the beſt Manner they. | 


could. 


Q. was it to 2 over any Encroachments made upon heir Eſtares, and to complain? 
A. I hould preſume it was. | 


Q. Whether their Want of Favour with the Nabob, is not referabl to that Dreyer acre 
others. 
A. That might * been One Cauſe, undoubtedly. | 


Q. Do you know any other Cauſe the Nabob had, to complain of their Behaviour? 
A. I hy of nothing more than what I have heard from the Nabob himſelf; his Complain 
were general, 


Q. You have ſaid, that the Nabob frequently ct of the e a he bas 
not more frequently complained of the Interference of the Engliſh, and that the Engliſh Gen- 
tlemen cauſed great Diſtreſs and Confuſion in his Government? 3 

A. I have heard of ſuch Complaints, certainly; but I believe my Infarmenion, i is drawn "RA 
what is now before your Lordſhips, more than from any Complaints the Nabob made'xo me; at the 


ſame Time I do not mean to ſay, that the N N 1908 not in ſome Inſtances complained in the Man- 
ner ſtated in the Queſtion. 


Q. Whether he did not repreſent it, in negociating with Mr. Haſtings and you een we 
Treaty of Chunar, as an intolerable Burthen, and the Source of all his Diſtreſſes ? 
A. I do not recollect he did to me; what he did to Mr. Haſtings, I cannot ſay. 


. Did he, or not, in any Converſation with you, complain of the Interference of the Engliſh 
in Matters of his Government, as a Grievance to his Country? 
A. He has made ſuch Complaints to me, certainly. 


Q. In the Treaty of Chunar, did he ſtipulate that all the Engliſh Gentlemen 00 ws mae 
except the Reſident ? | | 


A. I believe that was Stipulation in the Treaty of Chunar. 


Fo Upon what Ground did he proceed to urge that Stipulation ? | 
. I conceive the principal Ground was, to rid himſelf of the Expences of it, 


A yon what Ground did he ſtipulate to. remove the temporary Brigade, upon the * of 
prember 
A. That was upon the ſame Ground, I preſume, to get rid of the Expence. 


2 Q. Was | it not upon the 19th of 925 that you Rated, the Rebellion raged moſt in his 
ountry ? 


A. It was about that Time. 


Q. Can you account for the Nabob's Aipuledng, that the Britiſh Army ſhould be e 
from his Dominions, at the Time the Rebellion exiſted? 


A. I ſhould ſuppoſe his Intention was not to have the Britiſh Army removed, till the Rebellion 
was quelled, and the Diſturbances of the Country had ſubſided. 


Then - the following Paſſage of a Letter from the Vizier to Mr. Haſtings, 1 
20th May 1781, was read: 


« have frequently written to you, that I cannot ſubmit to. the Authority of as Two Gentle- | 


men.” 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witndſs : 


Q. Do you know any thing of that Tranſaction? 
A. I do not recollect ever ſeeing the Letter. 


Tr | (ans 
A. No, I cannot ſay I have. 5 ä 


Q. What Two Gentlemen were there in ſuch a Situation, a as to kw afforded that Caufe of 
Complaint ? | 


A. The Letter itſelf mentions them by Name. 


Q. Do you know the Names or not? | "ns 8 10 beh. 
A. Cer tainly, . » Mr. Briſtow ang Mr, ann 5 f | 2 
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Then the following Extract from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A, already delivered 
in, was read : 


* 


4 Letter from Mr. ** to Nathaniel M :ddleton Eſquire. 
Sir, 

« Tam directed by the Governor General to inform you, that the Bearer Holaus Raie, who at- 
tended here by your Deders, has been examined as to the Points on which he could give Informa- 
tion, and has now received Permiſſion to return. 


2 J am, Sir, 5 
a 8 1781, Your moſt obedient Servant, 
« Nath' Middleton Eſquire, (Bigne) - 6 Peſo Trax 


Then the Managers for the Commons requeſted, that the Examination of the 


Witneſs, relative to Hoolas Roy's Teſtimony, might be read. (9) 


The ſame was read by the Clerk, as follows: - 0 
« Q. Do you know any Reaſon, why the Teſtimony of Hoolas Roy, who was ſent to be examin- 


ed, dors not appear; do you know of his being ſent to be examined ? 


« A, He was ſent—certainly ordered to attend. 


Do you know whether he was in fact examined? 
"e 22 I do not. 


« Q. Do you know of any Reaſon, or have you heard from Mr. Haſtings, why he was not in 


fact examined? 


* A, I have not.“ 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs, 


Whether you ever heard of any Reſiſtance, or Preparations for Reſiſtance, in any other 
Jaghire, than in that which was called Nabob Gunge? 
A. I cannot recollect at this Time; if I were to read the Letters, I might ſee; 1 think, i in all Pro- 
bability, there were other Inſtances; I had no Doubt there were other Reſiſtances. 


Q. Do you remember any Inſtance of aftual Reſiſtance in any other Place, belides Nabob 


Gunge. 


A. Not any actual Reſiſtance, but only Threats to reſiſt. 


Q.: What Memory have you of any Preparations to reſiſt, in any other Place but that ? 
A. I have a Recollection of having written upon the Subject at the Time. 


Then a Letter, dated Lucknow, 27th December 1781, was ſhewn to the "RR, 
and he was aſked ; 


Q. Is that a publick or a private Letter ? 
A. It appears to me a publick Letter. 


Q. Do you call it a publick Letter? ? | ; 
A. I do. | | WOT 


Then the following Extract was read, from Mr. Middleton' Letter Book, A, al- 


ready delivered in. 


Sic in Orig. 


13 J koow nothing of his FRO made it, but what I draw from that Letter. 


« To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court of the Vizier. 
« Sir, 
« I was favoured with yours of the za this Morning, and have the Pleaſure to repeat to you 
every Thing * perfectly quiet in this Purgunnah of Nabob Gun 


( Signed at t the End) 4 F. Naylor.” 
Then the Witneſs was aſked ; | | 


Q. (9 Counſel.) Whether, in a Letter from Sir Elijah topey , you had this Communication from 
the Begum or her Miniſter, — If my Jaghire is touched, the whole Country ſhall go with it:“ 


Have yau ſuch Remembrance? 


A. I have, and beg Leave to refer to the Letter irfelf. ; 
Q. Whether you have now any Recollection of the Fact of Hoolas Roy having made any Aff 


davit, or not? 
A. I really recolle& nothin 
recollect, till I had heard the 


at all further abovr it, than his being ordered down; nor aid I 
| Pockam read from Mr, Haſtings and Mr. Davy, any PS abour it. 


* 
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Q. Did Hoolas Roy inform you he had made any Affidavit ? 
A. He never did; or 1 mould have remembered it. 


Q. Did he ever hold any Converſation with you about i it? 
A. I do not recollect he ever did. 


Q Whether there were Two leſſer Zenanas, or only One ii 


Q. Whether the Children of Sujah Dowlah, if there were any, refided in the Khourd Mahl? 
A. Certainly. 


Q. Were there any Children of Sujah Dowlah not reſiding in the Khourd Mahl? 
A. Yes; there were many. 


Q. Were there any diſtinct amen made for thoſe Children ? 
A. Yes; there were. 


Q. Was that Proviſion either for the Children in the Khourd Mahl, or out of it, in any Manner 
under the Controul or Direction of the Begum ? 
A, Certainly not. 


Q. What was that Proviſion ?—What was the Proviſion for the Children, either within or out 
of the Khourd Mahl ? , 

A. I have mentioned' before, that the Proviſion for the Women and the Children within the 
Khourd Mahl was about go, ooo Rupees; for thoſe who were out of the Zenana, one was Mirza 
Saadit Ally, he had a Proviſion of Three Lacks of Rupees per Annum allowed him for his 
Maintenance.—There were ſeveral others, but I do not recolle& what their Allowance was ; they 
had ſome Allowances always, as I underſtand, 


Q. Were thoſe Allowances under the Controul of the Britiſh Reſident ? 
A. No; he had nothing to do with them, except Mirza Saadit Ali; when he firſt c came to the 


— Court, his Allowance was under the Controul of the Reſident, the Reſident had the Pay- 
ment of it. 


Q. How lone did that continue ? 
A. A very ſhort Time after he went to Benares, the Reſident ceaſed to have any Thing to do 
with that Allowance for his Maintenance. 


Q. In what Year was it he went down to Benares ? 
A. I think it was in 1778 : I think fo. | 


Q. After that Time, had the Reſident the Controul over the Funds aſſigned for the Mainte- 
nance of any Part of the Nabob's Family? | 


A. It conſtituted no Part of the Reſident s official Duty to ſuperintend the Khourd Mahl, or the 
Maintenance of the younger Branches of the Family. | 


Q. Did not you underſtand it as mere voluntary Humanity, when you interfered to make Ap- 


Plication to the Nabob for ſuch Allowances ; did you make Application for the Allowances to any 
Part of the Family? 


A. I have occaſionally. 


Q. Did you underſtand it to be a Part of your Duty, or did you do it from any particular At- 
tention of your own to them? 


A. Not from any Senſe of Duty at all; I did not conſider it a Part of my official Day, 


Q. Had, you any Inſtructions from the Government . that Subject ? 
A. Not particularly, that I recolle& I believe my Inſtructions, in general, were to pay all the 
Attention in my Power to every Branch of the Nabob's Family. 


Then, the following Extract was read from Book 26, already delivered in, from a 
Conſultation of the 22d June 1780, beginning at Page 524 of the ſame Book. 


„That when the Nabob ſhall arrive, I (Mr. Middleton) will procure ſuitable Allowances to be 
made to the Ladies of the Zenana, and the Children of the late Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah, and take 
care that they are paid (a).“ 


Q. (from a Lord.) I underſtood you, in the Examination of Yeſterday, to have ſaid, that * 
Letter Books, now in Court, were copied at Lucknow, and bound up afterwards elſewhere ; ; 


+ that ſo? 


A. There were ſome copied at Lucknow, and ſome at Calcutta. | 


Q. Where were they bound up ? 
A. I believe they were principally bound up at Calcutta. 


Q You ſtated Yeſterday, that the Letters were copied before they were bound i into the Books; 


(a) 128 ſupra, Page 461; alſo Appendix, Ne xX. | 
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was that the Caſe with reſpect to all the Books, or only with reſpect to ſome of them. Were any 
of the Letters copied after the Book was bound up? | 

A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay whether they were or not; it is very poſſible they might have 
been, but I cannot take upon me to declare, whether they were fo or not. I would wiſh again to 
repeat, that I never-put thoſe Books in as compleat Copies of my Correſpondence; on the con- 
trary, when I preſented them, I mentioned it to be otherwiſe: When I was called upon by the 
Commons, I was frequently able to reconcile the ſeeming Deficiency in it; but, at the ſame Time, 
I took: an Opportunity of remarking, that I ſhould not have been ſurpriſed if ſuch Deficiency 
appeared; becauſe I never looked upon them to be compleat Copies of my Correſpondence, nor 
do I believe they are fo, - | | | 


Q. I want you to explain what you ſaid Yeſterday. A Book was ſhewn you, and it appeared, 
as ſtated to us, that the different Leaves of the Book were not all of an equal Length. You 
ſtated, in Anſwer, if I recolle& right, and T wiſh to know whether I do recolle& right, that the 
Reaſon was, becauſe the Letters were copied firſt on Sheets, and bound up in the Book after- 
wards ? 1 | 

A. That is the Caſe of a great many Letters, I have no Doubt; they are oopied in ſeparate 
Sections of Paper, and afterwards put together. 8 — 


Q. Can you ſay, whether that is the Caſe with reſpe& to the Book marked D; and whether 
the 3 in that, were copied before the Book was bound, or copied into the Book after it was 
bound | 

A. I really cannot take upon me to ſay, whether they were, or not. 


| Q. I underſtood you to have ſaid Yeſterday, that Mr. Haſtings's Anſwers to you were all in 
[ thoſe Books, to your Knowledge: Is it fo? ; | 

} | A. No: Not all: All my publick Correſpondence with Mr. Haſtings I did ſuppoſe to be 
in thoſe Books, unleſs, from the ſame Cauſe, they are not complete. = . | 


Q. You ſay, not with reſpect to the private Correſpondence, but with reſpect to publick Cor- 
reſpondence, they are all in ſome of thoſe Letter Books in the Court; then you make an Exception 
with reſpect to Inaccuracies of thoſe which are left out. Whether you mean to ſay poſitively, or 
negatively, that all the publick Letters of Mr. Haſtings are in ſome of thoſe Books 4 

A, I have no Doubt that they are; but, from the Circumſtances I have taken the Liberty of 
ſtating to your Lordſhips, I cannot affirm poſitively, they are; though, to the beſt of my Belief, 
there is every publick Letter I wrote or received, except thoſe delivered up, as I ſtated -formerly. 


Then the Book D was ſhewn to the Witneſs. ©. + | 


Q.: Open the Book at Page 114; obſerve the different Circumſtances in it; firſt, the looſe 
Threads that follow Page 114, alſo the Catch-word at the End of the Page 114, and the Letter 
which begins in Page 114, and which has no Ending; I mean, no Ending in the Page bound 
up in that Book ? 

A. Yes: I obſerve all thoſe. 


Q. Whether under all thoſe Circumſtances any Leaves, have or have not, been torn out of that 


Book ? | 
A. It certainly appears that they have; I cannot account for the Circumſtance ; thoſe Letters 


are dated juſt about the Time of my leaving Lucknow, and upon Mr. Briſtow's coming up there; 
many of thoſe that afterwards follow, were Letters written from Calcutta, and received in Calcutta? 


Q. Look at thoſe looſe Leaves, and ſay when thoſe looſe Leaves were put into that Book, when 


they were copied ? | 
A. Thoſe were certainly copied in Calcutta; I know it from the Hand Writing of the Letters. 


Q. Do you know when they were copied ? 
A. No; I cannot ſay when, 


Do yau know when they were put into the Book? 
* No; I do. not, indeed. 


Q. ( from à Lord.) Do you know the Year when they were copied; I mean the looſe Leaves ? 
A. I take it for granted they were copied in the End of 1782. 


Q. But what is the lateſt Period you can be poſitive they were copied ? 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay ; the Date of the laſt Letter here is the 24th of November 1783. 


Q. (From a Lord.) Were they copied ſo late as January laſt ? 
A. No; certainly not. 


Q. Were they copied ſo late as January 1787? 


A. No; certainly nor. 


Q. As January 1786? 
A. No; certainly not. 
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Q. As January EY | 
A. I mult recolle& when I left the Country; _ were copied in a Calcutta—the looſe Papers 
were all copied in Calcutta. 


Q. The laſt looſe, Papers, as well as the reſt, were copied in Calcutta ? 
A. The looſe Papers, as well as the reſt, were copied i in Calcutta, 


I ſpeak of looſe Papers only; aſcertain the lateſt Period ſince which you are e ſure = have 


not been copied ? 
A. I can only be ſure they have not been copied ſince I left Cm 


Q. When did you leave Calcutta? 

A. In January 1784. 8 

Q. Do you know whether they were copied the Year before you left Calcutta, or noe? 
A: It is impoſſible they could be, becauſe ſome of them are dated in the End of the Year 1783, 


Q. You ſay, the looſe Leaves were copied in Calcutta: Where were the other Parts of the Books 
copied; whether at Calcutta, Lucknow, or elſewhere—particularly Page 114 ? 
A. That, I have no Doubt, was copied at Lucknow. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, that when the ſame Letter appears by that Book and by the Leaves 
that were added, upon Two Leaves, namely, the Page 114, which is in the bound Book, and 
upon 113, which is upon the looſe Leaves: 48 mean to ſay the ſame Letter was Part of 
it copied at Lucknow, and Part of it at Calcutta 

A. It certainly does appear ſo. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, you ſo underſtand it? 
A. I certainly do; for I know this Part of the Letter was copied at Lucknow, and this at 
Calcutta: I know it from the Hand-writing. 


Q. Is it the ſame Hand-writing * ? 
A. No, it is not. 


2 you account, then, why a Part of the ſame Letter was copied at Lucknow, and ano- 
ther Part of the ſame Letter copied at Calcutta? 

A. I have already remarked to your Lordſhips, that I cannot account for any Deficiency in the 
Correſpondence, further, than that I did not conſider it to be a complete Copy. of the Correſpond- 
ence; and I never delivered it as ſuch. The Copies of thoſe Letters, I take it for granted, were 
_ L the Direction, or the Inſpection, of Mr. Johnſon, whoſe Wruer, I obſerve, has co- 
pied them n 


Q. Which are thoſe ? 
A. The looſe Leaves. 


Q. (from a Lord.) You have ſaid repeatedly, thoſe Books were made for your own private Uſe z 
being ſo, have they been in your own Cuſtody ever Gnce you have been in England? 

A. They have been, ever fince I have been in * in my own Cuſtody, till r were taken 
from me by Order of the Houſe of Commons. 


Q. Whether, previous to your coming to England, N the Time of your leaving Calcutta 
_ 2 Time 'of _— received thoſe heck. they were in your Cuſtody ; or, if not, in whoſe. 

ultody ? 

A. They certainly were not in my Cuſtody the whole Time; they were a conſiderable Part of 
the Time in Mr. Johnſon's Cuſtody. Mr. Johnſon himſelf had Charges preferred againſt him by 
the Governor General and Council; and there are ſeveral Letters written in this Book to which it 
was neceſſary he ſhould refer ; and for that Purpoſe the Letter Books were put into his Cuſtody 
by me; how long they remained there, I cannot pretend to ſay. 


Q. Were they put into his Cuſtody by you? 
A. By me. 


Q. But you ſay, ever ſince you have been in England, they have always been in your Cuſtody, 
1 222 were delivered to the Houſe of Commons ? 6 
es. 


Whether you have had preſent Occaſion to look at it, or never to have uſed it ſince 1 it has 
been in England ? 
A. I — looked at it occaſionally, 


2 Do you recollect to have obſerved, whether thoſe looſe Leaves were in, when you Grit looked 
At it 
A. I cannot ſay I have any poſitive RerolleRion upon the . but I have no Doubr they 


were, 
Q 1 


* Sic in Orig, 
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Q. I underſtand you to IA ſaid, you do not recollect having been preſent when the Affidavits 
were {worn to before Sir Elijah Impey 3 but I wiſh to aſk, Whether you ever did introduce to Sir 
Elijah Impey any of the Perſons who went to make Depoſitions or ſolemn Declarations before him ? 

A. At this Diſtance of Time, I cannot take upon me to ſay, I might not introduce ſome Gentle- 
men that made Afidavits. Myſelf and the reſt of the Gentlemen went Twenty Miles to meet Sir 
Elijah Impey ; I introduced to him every Gentleman that was with me at the Time. 


* Whether you ever carried any of them, in order to their making their Affidavits? 
. Moſt certainly not. 


Q. Who is the Perſon ſtated in One of the Affidavits to be the ** of Gwallior? What is 
his Name, do you know? 

A. I apprehend it is a Miſtake. It cannot be Gwallior; that is at a very conſiderable Diſtance 
from the Scene of Action. That is One of the Forts belonging to the ae 


Do you know who is meant by that Name to the Afﬀidavit 
I do not know. 


4 There is a French Affidavit of One Jean Honore Mordelait, Private of the Company of 
Chaſſeurs. Then there is an Engliſh Tranſlation ; but the French ſays, © qu'ils farent entoures 
« pendans deux Heures qu'ils y reſterent par environ deux ou trois mille Gens qui les inſulterent 

* grolſierement, et paruculicrement les accuſa * d'avoir aſſaſſine le Raja de Gualier; (a) and, as 
that is tranſlated in the Engliſh, particularly accuſed them of having aſſaſſinated the Bah of Gwal- 
© lior :*(4) do you know wks fs is meant by this ? 

A. I do not know any Place of that Name, but the One I have mentioned. 


Q. Do you know who is meant ? 
A. I do not. 


Q. Do you know of ſuch a Perſon as the Rajah Muſtapha Khan ? 
A. I have heard of ſuch a Perſon. 


Q. Of what Country was he Raj h? 


A. He was a Rajah, or had won, a Rajah, either in Baraitch or Goruckpore; but in which par- 
ticular Place, I cannot juſt now recollect. 


Q. In what Country is the Place called Gwallior ? Where is that Place ? In what Country? 
A. That is in the Mahratta Country. 


a Do you know of ſuch a Perſon as the Rajah Guggat Sing ? 
A. No, I do not. 


Then the Witneſs's Letter Book, marked A, was ſhewn Oy and he was alked, 


Q. Do there appear to be any Leaves torn out at the End of that Book ? 
A. There are looſe Leaves in this as well as in the others. I cannot ſay whether there have wo 
any torn out, or not. It does not appear to me there have. I muſt once for all obſerve, if I had 


expected ſo ſtrict an Examination concerning theſe Books, I ſhould moſt certainly have taken 
better Means to aſcertain the State of them. 


Q. Whether there is not a looſe Thread, which ſhews ſome 13 taken out? Does it fo 
appear to you? 


hey *. is a Matter upon which any Body can Judge as well as myſelf It does not appear to me 
they have. 


- Q. Do you not ſuppoſe thoſe looſe Leaves Aid form a Part of that Book, and that they have 
either been torn or dropt out ? 


A. They do not appear ever to have been bound up with the Book, as far as my Obſervation | 
goes? 
Q. Look at the Date of the laſt Letter in that Book, and the Date of the firſt Letter among 


the looſe Leaves. 
A. I have looked at them. 


Q. No the looſe Leaves appear to be a Continuation of the campen in the bound Part 
of the Book? 


A. Yes; they do. 


2 Name the Dates: here are two of the 19th of October, and then comes one of the 2oth of 
the ſame Month: What is the Date of the laſt Letter bound in the Book ? 
A. The 19th of October. 


Qi The next is a Letter of the 7 and the next the 20th : Is it ſo? 
A. Yes; it is. 


—————C—__— — 
—— 


55 Vide ſupra, Page 264, Line 12 "can the Bottom. 
b) Vide ſupra, Page 265, Line 7 from the Bottom. 


SY Q. Now 
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Nom look at the Water Mark of this Paper, arid the Wits Mark of the other; are they 
the tame Paper? 
A. They are certainly not the ſame Paper. 


Then the following Letter From: Major Gilpin to "Me: Middleton 1 was read, from the 
ſame Book, beginning at Page 119. 


« To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court at t Lachen 
« Sir, 


« The incloſed Letter from ne Bow —__ is in reply to yours, which I delivered on \ my Re- 
turn to this Place. 

She obſerves to me, that bs Situation is truly pitiabig, her Eſtate ſequeſtered, her Treafury 
ranſacked, her Cojahs Priſoners, and her Servants deſerting daily from her for want of Subſiſtence; 
that ſhe has ſolicited the Loan of Money, to ſatisfy the Demands' of the Com any, from ev 


ery 
Perſon that ſhe imagined would or could aſſiſt her with any; but the Opulent will not liſten to her 


Adverſity. She did hope the Wardrobe that was ſent to Lucknow might have ſold for at leaſt one 
Half of the Company's Demands on her, but even Jewelry and Gold ſhe finds (from woeful Ex- 
perience) loſes its Value the Moment it is known they come from her. 
« That ſhe has now ſolicited the Loan of Caſh from Almaſs Ally Cawn, and if ſhe fails in this 
Application, ſhe has no Hopes of ever borrowing a Sum equal to the Demand. 
She thanks you kindly for your Friendſhip towards her, and hopes you will lay the Copies of 
thoſe original Letters, which I. gave you to IS before the Honourable the Goyernor General and 


Supreme Council, to convince them, that the Information they received reſpecting any rebellious. 


Principles on her Part, at the Time of Cheyt Sing's, was wicked and without Foundation. 
The above, Sir, is the Subſtance of Converſation, on her Part, to the urging 3 
which J have uſed to obtain che Balance. 


have the Honour to be, | 
| Sir Lp 
„Camp, at Fyzabad, „ unn be. a e 
I )qth October 1782. b | god” 2 "Martin Gilpin; 
* ommandant.“ 


Then the following Queſtion was * to 5 ihe Witneſs : : 


Q. Where are the Encloſures from Major Gilpin mentioned in that Letter; and how come they 
not to appear in that Book ?. 

A. The Encloſures from Major Gilpin were Letters from Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon, 
of which I took Copies ; at this Time I was juſt leaving * I took * and left them 
in the Office at Lucknow; the Originals I returned. , 


Whether, if thoſe Encloſures had been copied in that Book, — would not have immediately 
followed the Place in that Letter Book, inſtead of thoſe Leaves 2 ö 

' Az Thoſe' Encloſures were Petfian Letters. If I had made Tranſlations: of them, I ſhould in 

all Probability have let them follow the Letters themſelves; but I believe it will not be found 


that there is a Tranſlate of a Perſian Letter throughout the whole Book ; it was not my Method 


to put them in. 


Q. What were the Copies of the Letters Ys left 4 * which 200 ſtate you returned 
the Originals; in what Language? 
A. In Perſian, 


Q Were the Copies left in Perſian 2 8. 
In Perſian. ' 


- Have you not conſtantly been uſed, and was it not your Duty, 00 wenka Perſian oo. 
reſpondence, and to leave the Engliſh Copies in the Office? 
A. It was not the Practice of the Office. 


Q. How came Major Gilpin by the Englifh Copies of that Correſpondence ? 


A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay ; Major Gilpin in all eines wy on able to inform your: 
Lordſhips; I do not know. | 


Q. (by Counfel.) Where is Major Gilpin ? 45 
A. In London. | . 


Q. (by the Managers.) By what Means did you PI the Contents of thoſe Letters, or how 
were you to lay them before the Governor General, if they were not tranſlated ? _ 

A. I conceived I was to lay the Originals themſelves before the Governor General. I imagined 
that was, the Intention ; but being removed juſt at this Time from my Situation at Lucknow, I 
thought. I fulfilled my 'Duty, in taking Copies of the Letters, and leaving thoſe Copies in the 
Office. I believe the Letters were returned back into Major 8 s Hands, to be delivered to 


the Begum. | / | | 
| 9 E Q. Were 
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Thoſe were the Letters I copied in Perſian. 


. Do you mean to ſwear, you had no Tranſlation made of thoſe Letters ? 8 
A. I do not remember that I had, and I am pretty certain I had not; I had not Time for i it. 


Fhben how did you come to the Knowledge of the Contents Pct is, 
A: I underſtand the Perſian Language enough to read them and underftand then.” 


Q. Did you copy them yourſelf i in Perſian ? 
A. No, not myſelf. 


Then the abovementioned Letter, from Major Gilpin to the Witneb, dated the 
| 19th of October, was read again. | 


Q (from a Lord). There was a Letter from the Bhow Begum, encloſed together wich other 
Letters, which were to yindicate her Conduct reſpecting her Part of the Rebellion, all to be 
ranſmitted to the Governor General and Council; were the OS tranſmitted to the Governor 
eral and Council ? 
A. No, they were not by me; I was juſt at that Time givin op my Situation to Mr. Bri- 
Now at Lucknow; what I did, therefore, was to take Copies and leave them in the Office. 


rom a Lord). Having received ſuch an expreſs Requeſt from the Bhow Begum, to tranſ. 
mich m to the Governor and Council, had you not Laue enough, between the Receipt of them 


and* your Departure from Lucknow, to have _ given Directions to have thoſe Copies ſent to 


Calcutra ? 


A. There certainly was, if it had occurred to me as immediately neceſſary. I took it for 


granted, my Succeſſor! would do what was right reſpecting the Letters, 


Q. Why did you not, as you ourſelf were doing to Calcutta, carry | theſe Papers with you ? 
A. It did not oecur to me to do it. 


Q. (# rom a Lord). How long was it after the Receipt of this Letter from Major Gilpin, that 
you left the Reſident's Office at Lucknow? 
A. I cannot ſay to a Day; it was r _= It _ 


Q. Was it a Week ? 
A. In leſs than a Week. 


Q. Was Mr. Briſtow arrived i in a Lucknow before you left Lucknow: J 
* Yes, he was. 


Q. How long ? | 
2 About Two Days. I ſtaid there about Two Days after his Arrival. Be 


Qi You have ſaid, that you knew the Contents of theſe Letters, from the Knowledge you had 
of the Pres Language did Colonel Hannay, to your Knowledge, underſtand the Perſian 


Lan u 
4 15 not know that he could read it; ] believe he underſtood i it when i it was read to bim. 


4] Did Major M*Donald underſtand the Perſian Language ? 
A. I do not know I rather think he did ; I think that he had ſome Knowledge of it. 


. Are you ſure of that ? 0 
A. I am not ſure. | 


Q. Did Captain Williams underſtand the Perſian Language? 
A. I really do not know. 


Q. Did Captain Gordon underſtand it? 
A. Captain Gordon, I believe, did very well. 


Then the following Extract of a Letter, from Mr. Haſtings to the Watnels, dated 
Chunar, 15th November 1781, was read. 


« Reſpecting the Levies made at Fyzabad, the March of Shake Cawn with a Force declared 
for the Service of Cheit Sing, the public Invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under the 
Seal of Cheyt Sing, in the olleſſion of the Zemindars of Gorookpoor and Baraick, his Letters to 
the Begums or their Miniſters, the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the En liſh, I muſt ear- 
neſtly recommend it to you to obtain ſuch Evidence as can be required e each of theſe 
Points, whether ſuch Evidence ſhall aſcertain or refute, or qualify their Reality; and, if it be pol- 
ſible, to gain Poſſeſſion, of the original Letters and Certificates, ſaid ro have been written by Cheyt 
Sing, as aboveſaid. 

« You will be careful to aſcertain the Dates and Places of Facts, and the Names, and Places, 
and Perſons, in the Depoſitions taken, that * Evidence may not be defective or ambiguous 
from the Want of Preciſion. | 

: 9 Reſpecting 


\ 
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Reſpecting the Murders faid * ſaid to have been committed at Gopeegunge, I nave. alteady ® Sic in Orig. 


written to you,” and na ſend you a Duplicate of my Letter '6n that Subject. 
„ I alſo ſend you the Form of a Caption, or Introduction to each Depoliconi of which-you 


will be pleafed' to furniſh Copies to each of the Engliſh Gentlemen who. Hall: have Occaſion for 
the Uſe of them. The Dtpolitions of the native Witneſſes) muſt be if they in che Langy 
which they: underſtand, and muſt be 1 on Oath, and ſigned; or, if they ſhall object to the 
Oath as Contrary to their religious Tepets, they mult . be required to, ſub blen ſuch a ſolemn 
Arteſtation as ſhall be 8 to the 7 an c and add your Sigbatures 1 K.-i>/ 
| 5 am, 8 | $7 

| "T8 moſt obedient Servant, * wer 

| A qo e TP * (a) ; 


een 


Then the followin g Queſtion „ pat 6s ths Witneſs : 5 


Q. Did you not underſtand this to be, a Direction to you, perſonally to. te acquained with the 
Purport of the Depoſitions then to be taken? 
A. No, I did not ynderſtand it in that Efentz e; I underſtood i it only as a general In- 


ſtruction. 


Q. Wei gh your Anſwer a little. The Words are * Lou, will be careful to aſcertain the Dates 
and bc of Facts, and the Names, and Places, we Perſons, in the Depolitions taken, that 
« their Evidence may not be defective r ambiguous, — 50 Want of Preciſion,” Upon read- 
ing that again, do you, or not, underſtand the Duty you was, to lee 1 * the ſeveral 

Depoſitions that were to be taken under that — hog 1 — d be exact in. all thoſe Points? At 
A. It is more particularly worded, certainly, than I nige before underſtood We th under- 
ſtood it only as a general Inſtruction for the Form of the Affidavits that were to be taken; and 
having communicaced it to Colonel Hannay, who was the Commanding Officer of all the Genile. 


men that were to depoſe, I thought J had fulfilled the Line of my Duty. 


"TEE R_CX. 


Q. Do you know, upon your further Recolle&ion, or with 0 have 1 it erties, 4. the Whole 
of your Duty was performed, by only communicating the Letter to Colonel] Hannay?, 

A. I certainly wiſh your Lordlhips to underſtand it. I wiſh to give you every Information I am 
capable of giving; I have informed you, to the beſt of my Recollection and e what [ did; 1 


if "gy failed in my Duty, I am in the Judgment of your Lordſhips. | 


rom a Lord). There is another Part of the Letter which ſays : « The De ſitions of the Native 
wk es muſt be written in the Languages which they underſtand, and 11 be verified on Oath, ; 
and ſigned; or if they ſhall object to the Oath, as contrary to their religious Tenets, t ey maſt be 
required to ſubſcribe ſuch a folemn Arteſtation, as ſhall be equivalent to the Sanction of an Oath; 
and add your Signatures to it.“ Now, Colonel Hannay not underſtanding (as you fay) the Perſian 
Language, ſo as to read it, how could you be made certain, through the Communication of Colonel 
Hannay, that any one of thoſe Witneſſes did, in fact, underſtand what they put their Names to? 
A. At the Time I communicated that Letter to Colonel Hannay for his Inſtructions, I 5 not 


know whether any Natives, or who, were to make their Pepoſitions upon this Suhjec ce. 


Q. Do you know whether any Natives, in fact, did make Depoſitions upon that Subject? 
A. I knew it only from the Narrative of Mr. Haſtings afterwards ; Ido not recollect that I knew, 


or had heard before, that any Natives made Depoſitions. 


Q. You ſaid you was with Sir Elijah Impey at the Time refer to the ov hay and ſee 7 
Seven Natives did not make Depoſitions upon the 26th of November, and you yourſelf make your 
own Depoſition upon the 27th of November: Were you ignorant of thoſe Seven Natives having 


made Depoſitions the Day before you depoſed?ꝰ ; 
A. Certainly : Sir Elijah Impey and myſelf reſided in different Houſes, he. received his Viſitors 


without my Knowledge, or my Introduction. 1 94 


Q. Did you know n of this going on, only except fimply hab "26 wings your own Affi- 


davit ? 
A. I knew that Colonel Hannay and his Officers were making Aﬀidavits.. At che ſame Time, 


I can ſay I certainly did not know who was to make Affidavits before Sir Elijah Impey. 


Do you remember, whether Sir Elijah Impey dined with you upon the $a yu made 


your "Affidavit ? | 
A. I do not recolle& whether he did or not. 


Q. Did you underſtand "that the Witneſſes prepared their own Aﬀidavits 7 A 
A. Yes,; the Britiſh Officers, I underſtood, prepared their own. | 


*. As to the 88485 you know nothing of it? F 
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Qi You did not know, at the Time Sir Elijah Impey was at Lucknow, that any Natives had 
made Affidavits? 1, 1 10534 1291 8% | 
A. I cannot fay I poſitively knew it ; I might have heard of it. I really cannot ſay I poſi- 
tively knew it, that any Native had made an Affidavit before Sir Elijah Impey, r 


Whether, in the Execution of other Parts of your Inſtructions, you did not do the mate- 
rial Buſineſs yourſelf? I mean, whether, when you was inſtructed in other Points, you left it to 
Colonel Hannay, or any other Perfon ? | 


A. I have occaſionally left other Parts of my Duty to another Perſon, to my Aſſiſtant, moſt 
certainly. | | 


Whether, in executing thoſe Parts of your Inſtructions that related to the Reſumption of the 
Jaghires, and the Seizure of the Begums Treaſure, you executed them yourſelt, or left them to 
any other Perſon ? — | | 
A. As far as appears before your Lordſhips, I certainly executed them myſelf in Perſon ; I did 
not entruſt them ro any Body elſe. | | te 


Q. (by Manager.) You have ſaid, the Originals were ſent to you, and that you made Per- 
ſian Copies of them, and left them in your Office; whether that was the Cuſtom of your 
Office ever to take a Perſian Copy of a Perſian Letter, or whether it was not the invariable 
Courſe to have a Tranſlate of all the Perſian Correſpondence, and to enter the Engliſh Copy? 
A. It was not the invariable Cuſtom of my Office, and I believe it was a Cuſtom uſed in very 
few Inſtances indeed. From the Number of Perſian Letters the Reſident received, it was impoſ- 
ſible he could tranſtate them. Such as were of Conſequence, and neceſſary to fend down to 
the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, were occaſionally tranſlated. : 


Q. Whether all the Letters that were thought of Conſequence enough to be tranſmitted to 
Calcutta, were not invariably tranſlated, to be ſo tranſmitted? 

A. I believe the Practice was both Ways; occaſionally a Perſian Copy, and occaſionally a 
Tranſlation; was fent : The Cuſtom, in either Caſe, was not invariable. 


Q. If either of thoſe Two Modes were purſued, : whether your leaving- Copies in the Office 
would not have led your Succeſſor. to have imagined they had been tranſmitted to Calcutta? 

A. Moſt likely not, as he would have perceived, from the Publick Correſpondence, there was 
no Mention of their having been ſo ſent to Calcutta. | 


Q. Will you poſitively ſwear, that Mr. Gilpin did not bring you Engliſh-Copies with thoſe ori- 
ginal Letters from the Begums? | 7 a 
A. I am as poſitive as I can be to any Circumſtance, at this Diſtance of Time: Major Gilpin 


is in London at this Time, and I wiſh him to be aſked, As far as my own Memory goes, moſt 
undoubtedly he did not. | | 


Q. Whether the original Perſian Letters were brought to you only by Major Gilpin from the 
Bhow Begum ? | | | LA ES. 25 

A. To the beſt of my Memory, only the Originals. | 4 

Q. In a Letter from the Bhow Begum to Mr. Briſtow, ſhe ſays, © the Letters of Thanks 
J received from both theſe Gentlemen, are ſtill in my Poſſeſſion ; Copies of which I gave 
& in charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Middleton, that he might forward them 
« to the Governor General, To be brief, thoſe who have loaded me with Accuſations, are 
„ now clearly convicted of Falſchood. But is it not extraordinary that, notwithſtanding the 
„ Tuftneſs of my Cauſe, Nobody relieves my. Misfortunes. Why did Major Gilpin return with- 
e out Effect? Upon what Ground was it, that, Four or Five Days afterwards, the Begum 
ſhould write to Mr. Briſtow in the Manner ſhe did? How do you underſtand that Expreſſion 
of the Begum's “ Why did Major Gilpin return without Effect?“ | 

A. Ir is impoſſible I can give any Conſtruction to it. I wiſh, for my Satisfaction, as my Teſ- 
timony ſcems. to be doubted, Major Gilpin himſelf may be aſked, whether he brought Copies or not. 


Q. Whether, to the beſt of your Remembrance and Belief, you declare the Book D, to be now 
in the ſame State in which you received it from the Book binder at Calcutta? 

A. To the beſt of my Belief it is. But I muſt ſtill beg an Allowance for what I have already 
ſtated : To the beſt of my Belief, they are in the ſame State as I received them from the Book- 
binder in Calcutta, with the Addition of theſe Leaves afterwards. 


Q. Did you ever receive a Book from the Bookbinder in that mutilated State, with a great 
Number of looſe Strings to which no Leaves were attached ? 


A. Ir will be neceſſary for me to look at ſuch Books as I may have received from the Book- 
binders, before I can anſwer that Queſtion, 


Q. But if, inſtead of being intire and perfect, a Bookbinder had ſent you a Book, a broken Book, 


and Strings out of it, would it not have occurred to you to have obſerved upon the Circumſtance ? 
A. Moſt certainly it would, 


Q. Did 


11 5 


Q. Did you obſerve any ſuch Circuinſtance when this Book was ſo delivered? 
A. 1 oldie ſay I did : The Bookbinders in that Country and in on are = a very differen 
Footing, 


Q. But if a Bookbinder in that cual; had ſent you a Book with looſe Threads ſtanding out, 
and Part of the Contents of it, would you not have thought it a very ſlovenly 27a 
A. Certainly: 


Q. Did any ſuch Thing ſtrike you, when theſe Books were received ? 
A. _ I cannot ſay it did; but theſe Strings may have been left for Letters to be ſubſequently 


cop ied. I cannot 7 to ſay, as I already informed your Lordſhips; I cannot give any account 
of "the State of thoſe Books farther than I _ already done. 


Q. You ſtated, in a former Part of your Evidence, that you left your official Correſpondence 
at Lucknow in a complete State, and that you took not complete, but partial Copies, of that 
Correſpondence for your own Uſe. One Part of the Letter is copied at Lucknow, and the other 
Part at Calcutta: What I wiſh to aſk is, by what Means they had, at Calcutta, a Copy, from 
which to make a Tranſcript of that Part of the Letter which was copied at Calcutta, in t Book 
D, on the looſe Leaves? 

A. It muſt have been in the Book, no Doubt. 


Q. In the Book itſelf ? | | 
A. In the Book itſelf, ' k 


Q. Then it muſt have been torn out ? 
A. I ſuppoſe ſo: 1 cannot account, by any Circumſtance; i in lat Manner it has been torn out; or 
in what Manner thoſe looſe Leaves have been ſupplied. 


Q. But I underſtand you to ſay, as to the Letter, which is now in Two different Shapes that 
the Remainder muſt have been copied from a Letter that exiſted in the Book r 
A. I ſuppoſe it muſt have been in the Book. 


Q. Can you give any Account of that Letter having been torn out of the Book, in order to be 
tranleribed upon the looſe Leaves? 

A. I cannot: 1 can only declare moſt poſitively, it was not torn out by me, or with my Kass 
ledge, or by any Body with my — ag * Book, as I before obſerved to your Lordſhips, 
was ſome Time in the Cuſtody of Mr. ſon and his Writers, in Calcutta.—l will farther 
inform your Lordſhips, 1 moſt firmly — thoſe Books contain all the publick Letters that 
were ever written upon that Subject. Notwithſtanding the State in which they appear, I believe 
there is no publick Letter whatever deſtroyed: that is my Belief. 


Q. Do you make that Declaration upon a careful and accurate Peruſal of the whole Correſpond- 
ence, or upon what other Ground? 

A. Upon my own Belief founded upon this, that I cannot aſſign any Motive for the Deſtruction 

of any one of thoſe Letters. 


Q. Did you, upon your Artival at Calcutta, conimunicate, either to the Council, or the Go- 
vernor General, the Subſtance or Contents of the Letters which came from the Bow Begum, that 
were tranſmitted to you by Major Gilpin ? * | 

A. I do not recollect that I did. . 


What Inducement had you for ſuppreſſing from the Knowledge of the Governor General 

and Council, that which the Bow Begum conſidered as ſo material to her Defence and Juſtification ? 

A. I had no Inducement or Motive whatever. When I delivered up my Office at Lucknow, I 

conſidered it as the Duty of my Succeſſor, Mr. Briſtow, to deliver thoſe Letters, and make what 
Uſe of them he thought proper. | 


Q. In a Letter, dated December 6th 1781, do you ib the Words the Meaſure 1 
oo pro ropoſed will ſoon follow the — of the Jaghires“ Do you remember that Paſſage in 
the Letter? 
A. I do. i | 


Q. What did you underſtand was the Meaſure heretofore propoſed 5 
A. The ſeizing of the Begum's Treaſures. 


0 1 do you underſtand by, heretofore ;" was it prior or ſubſequent to the Treaty of 
unar 


A. Long after the Concluſion of the Treaty of Chunar. At. 


Q. How do you underſtand, that in a Letter of yours, of the 6th of December, in Anſwer to the 
Communication made to you, by Sir Elijah Impey, in which you uſe the Words, the 1 
heretofore propoſed,” and that © heretofore” being neceſſarily prior to the Date of the Order, com 
municated by Sir Elijah Impey, it could be long 0 Sep to the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. The Treaty of Chunat was concluded the 1 September, and this was in December. 


* | 


„ 


Q. Repeating thoſe Orders ſo received, and mentioning this particular Meaſure, under the De. 
ſcription of a Meaſure heretofore propoſed z how can you ſtate it to have been long ſubſequent to 
the Treaty of Chunar ? What do you mean by the Words, long ſublequent to the Treaty of 
Chunar ?” | | | | 
A. I mean ſome Months. 


. By, the Meaſure heretofore propoſed, am I to underſtand you had any Knowledge of the 
Meaſure of ſeizing the Treaſures, previous to the Communication made by Sir Elijah Impey ? 
A. Not from Mr. Haſtings, certainly. I have obſerved, in my former Examination upon this 
Subject, that I recolle& having a Converſation with the Vizier, or his Miniſter, or both, upon the 
Subject; but from Mr, Haſtings I certainly had not. | | 


Q. Then you mean, heretofore propoſed by the Nabob, or any other Perſon ? | 
A. I refer it to the Propoſition of the Nabob. 


2 You ſtated, that the Nabob had repeatedly declared to you the Nabob's Opinion of his Right 

to take the Begum's Treaſures ; did the Nabob ground his Opinion of this Right upon any Cir- 

cumſtances of the Begum's ſuppoſed Rebellion to him the Nabob? i 
A. He did not plead that as the Foundation of his Right; but that it was his Right by the Laws 


and Cuſtoms of the Country. ; 


Q. (by the Managers.) If it was uſual for the Princes of Indoſtan to demand of the Jageedars 
the Overplus of the Produce of the Jagheerdary beyond the Rent at which they were granted ? 
A. I believe it is not uſual, | 


Q. Whether you recollect any Inſtance of it, and what? | 
A. I have ſome Recollection of the Nabob's making a Claim of that Sort upon Fyzoolla Cawn. 


Q. Was that Claim upon Fyzoolla Cawn a. total Reſumption of the Whole, or only of the Sur- 
plus of the Produce beyond the Rent at which it was granted ? we . 

A. I believe the Nabob's Wiſh was to reſume the whole Jaghire, and to have allowed Fyzoolla 
Cawn the Amount for which it was originally granted in Money. 


Q. If either the Perſons who copied the Letters, or the looſe Papers in the Books, are now in 
England ? r wg" n 
A. I believe not; they will be found to be copied in Four or Five different Hand-writings: 
Some were copied by the Natives of the Country; the others by the Black Portugueſe. I do not 
know that either of them are in England. 4 | 


Q. Is Mr. Johnſon in England? 
A. No. 5 


Qi. You ſaid, if you had known you ſhould have been examined fo ſtrictly upon this Point, you 
would have endeayqured to have got better Information upon the Subject. What better Informa- 


tion could you now get upon it? 

A. I believe my Anſwer has been miſtaken z my Obſervation upon it, and my Meaning was, 
that if I had expected fo ſtrict an Examination of the Papers, I ſhould have taken care they ſhould 
have been in a State more proper for your Lordſhips Inſpection, | | HIS 

Q. You have ſtated, that the Nabob claimed a Right to the Treafurey in the Poſſeſſion of the 
Begums; whether, after the Treaty in 1775, the Begum was underſtood to have obtained a perfect 
Right to thoſe Treaſures when ſhe had given up Fifty-ſix Lacks to her Son? ; 

A. Certainly : ſhe underſtood herſelf to have a perfect Right to them, as they were guaranteed 
to her by her Agreement between the Nabob and the Engliſh. 


Q. Was that perfect Right allowed by the Nabob? 
A. I cannot ſay it was entirely; he certainly would have taken her Treaſures from her, or ſome 


Part of them at leaſt, if he had not conceived we ſhould have prevented him: that was my Opinion 
of his Diſpoſition. 0 | | | 

Q. Then, the Nabob had never renounced his Claim to his Treaſures ? 

A. He certainly renounced them by his Agreement with the Begum. 


Q. Whether when it is ſtated, that the Begum had a Right to all the Effects in the Zenana, that 
extended to all the Effects there, Treaſures, and others, or only to her perſonal Effects? 
A. To the Nabob's publick Treaſure, which I underſtood to be in the Zenana. 


Q. Was her Right then eſtabliſhed upon the Treaty of September 1775 ? 
A. Yes, it was. | 5 | | 


Q You have ſtated,” that a certain Perſon at Calcutta copied the looſe Leaves that are now in 
Court; if he copied them, he muſt have copied them from ſomething; from what did he copy 
thoſe looſe Leaves? Did you mean to ſay, that the Perſon who. copied the looſe Papers, mult 
have copied it from a Leaf in the Book at the Time he took the Copy ? | 
A. I ſhould ſuppoſe it could be no otherwiſe, IA dad. 

, 4 4 
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If all thoſe Letters, now copied upon the looſe Leaves, were at that Time in the Book, and 
the Book compleat, why did you cauſe that Copy to be made upon the looſe Leaves ; did you "cauſe 
a Copy of the looſe Leaves to be made ? 


A. I do not recollect I did: the Letters are, by their Dates, Letters I received or wrote after I 
arrived in Calcutta. 


Q. I underſtand you ſaid this Book was for your Uſe, was it not you who cauſed that Book to 
be copied ? cs 
A. Certainly, I gave Directions for it to be copied. | | | | 


Q. Did you, or did you not, give any ſpecial Directions for thoſe looſe Leaves to be copied ? 
A. I do not recollect that I did give any ſpecial Directions about it. 


Q. Who was the Perſon that copied them, do you know the Hand ? 
A. They are in Two different Hands, Two Black Portugueſe Writets, 


Q. Who did thoſe Writers belong to, in whoſe Service ? . 
A. The one was in Mr: Johnſon's, the other in my Pay, at Calcutta, 


Q. What are the Names of thoſe Perſons ? 
A. I cannot recolle& their Names at this Time. 


: Q. Are they in England ? 
A. No, certainly not. 


Q. ( Counſel.) How ſoon. after, you received the Orders of the Houſe of 3 for the 
Production of thoſe Books, did you comply with that Order? 
A. The next Day, to the beſt of my Recollection. | 


Q. Whether, at any Time fince you left Calcutta, you have, directly or indirectly, altered; or 
procured to be altered, or permitted or known of any Alteration being made, in "ME Manner 
whatever, in it? 

A. No, certainly not. 


Q * you known of any * ſince you left Calcutta? 
0. 


\ 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 
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Die Martis, 20 Maij 1788. 


\ 


THE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 


| made, and the Defendant | appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
uainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would now proceed 
very ſhortly to ſhew, that whatever the Circumſtances of the Danger might have been 
pretended to be in the Dominions of Oude, before the Time of figning the Treaty of 
Chunar, yet, after that Time, and after the Seizure of the Treaſures was determined 


upon, no State Neceſſity whatſoever exiſted, upon which the Defendant could pretend | 


to juſtify that Meaſure. 


Read, the following Extract from the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, beginn ing 
at Page 52 of the ſame, | I ol 17 lz gals 64 = 


% 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor General to Colonel Muir; dated Chunar, the roth of 
September 1781. 1 
| * « To Colonel Muir, 

« Sir, | 4; 


* 
2 


I have lately ſent you Diſpatches in Duplicate, containing Inſtructions and full Powers for | 


negociating and concluding a Treaty of Peace with Mahdajee Scindia, either for himſelf ſeparately, 
or with a Reſcrvation in favour of the Peaſhwa, in caſe it ſhould be agreed to include him as a Par 

in the Treaty. I have ſince received Intelligence that one of my Diſpatches has been 2 
and it is not unlikely that the other may meet with the ſame Fate. I have alſo ſent a ſecond Letter, 


of the ſame Subſtance with the firſt, but without Credentials. - As the preſent Opportunity promiſes ' 


a more fafe Conveyance, I now ſend you a Duplicate of my laſt Letter of Inſtructions, together 
with a more full and regular Commiſſion than it was before in my Power to forward to you. 

I had Yeſterday the Pleaſure to receive your Letter of the 17th ultimo. The one which you 
mention to have written on the 13th has not reached me; I imagine it has fallen into the Hands 
of Cheit Sing's People. It is with great Satisfaction I obſerve, from the Deputation of Chimnajee 
Row, that Mahadjee Sindia has in ſome Degree anticipated the Overtures of this Government, and 
that the general Expreſſions of a Deſire of Peace, uſed at his firſt Interview with Mr. Ford, in- 
dicate a Diſpoſition ſo conſonant with our own. If Sindia ſhould urge the Return of your Detach- 
ment beyond the Boundaries of his Dominions, I fee no Objection to this Condition being granted 
on the contrary, I defire it. There can be no Uſe for the Continuance of the Detachment after 
Peace 1 concluded, nor will there be any Thing in the ſmalleſt Degree diſhonourable in agreeing 
to its Return. 7 | | 


The Objects of its Equipment were, to divert Mahdajee Sindia from the Operations on the 


other Side of India, or to withdraw him from the Alliance of the Miniſters of the Peaſhwa;z and 


theſe Objects having been effected, its Return becomes a natural Conſequence, » > 


We are under no Engagements to protect the preſent Dominions.of the King, nor thoſe of 


| Nudjiff Khan and the Rajah of Jaynagur ; and if Peace is ſettled betwixt Mahdajee Sindia and us, 
I do not deſire that he ſhould be reſtrained in carrying into Execution any Plans which he may 
have formed againſt them; at the ſame Time, I think it neceſſary to caution you againſt inſerting 
any Thing in the Treaty which may expreſsly mark either our Knowledge of his Views or Con- 
currence in them. It will be ſufficient for us (and Sindia ought to be ſatisfied with the Latitude 
implied in it), if he is only reſtricted in the Treaty from making Encroachments on our own Tyrri- 


| tories 
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tories and thoſe of our Allies, the Nabob Vizeer, the Ranah of Ghode, and Futteh Sing Guycwar: 
For theſe, an expreſs Proviſion muſt be made. He muſt in direct Terms engage, that he will 
never invade, or in any reſpect moleſt them, as we will in the ſame Manner ſtipulate with reſpect to 
his Territories. In my Letter of the 29th ultimo, I inſtructed # x to obtain the Reſtoration of 
the Chundery Rajah, and to ſecure the Intereſts of the Rajah of Nurwar, and any other Chiefs 
who have been active in our Cauſe, This Subject I muſt now leave to your Diſcretion, as it is not in 
my Power to ſend you ſuch explicit Inſtructions as I could have wiſhed, not having Acceſs at preſent 
to your and Colonel Camac's Letters, which point out the Nature and Extent of our Connections 
with each of theſe Rajahs, and the Claims which their paſt Services may have given them to our 
Protection. In diſcuſſing their Intereſts, we muſt make a Diſtinction betwixt actual and implied 
Engagements. No actual Engagements whatever exiſt between us and any of theſe Rajahs : Such 
of them however as have taken an active Part in our Cauſe, are entitled to ſome Degree of Con- 
ſideration. You who are on the Spot can beſt judge of their ſeveral Merits, will attend 
to them, as far as you may be able, without hindering the more important Objects of our Nego- 
ciations. 
It ſeems probable, that few Difficulties will ariſe in ſettling a ſeparate Treaty with Mahdajee 

Sindia z and this is the Object which I have principally at Heart. Let it not be impeded. or re- 
tarded by the Obſtacles which may occur in adjuſting the more complicated Matters remaining in 
Diſpute betwixt us and the Peaſhwa. A Peace with the one muſt ſoon produce a Peace with the 
other. Let an Opening .be left for it in the Treaty with Sindia, on the Terms I have mentioned 
and though theſe Terms comprehend in our Favour every Object which we could deſire, yet they 
are, on the Whole, ſo advantageous to the Peaſhwa, that I think his Miniſters will acquieſce in 
them, rather than continue a precarious and expenfive War, deprived of the Support and Aſſiſtance 
of Mahdajee Sindia. Beſte 5 WE ng 

It will be neceſſary to ſtipulate, that in caſe they ſhall not accede to the propoſed Terms of 
Peace, Mahdajee Sindia ſhall not, directly or indirectly, affiſt them, or ſuffer any of his Tributa- 
ries or Subjects to aſſiſt them, with Men, or Money, or Arms, or any other Means of carrying an 
the War againſt us, | = e 
This muſt be either expreſsly ſtipulated, or ſo clearly and ſtrongly implied, that no Doubt ſhall 
remain regarding it. * l | 

„ In the Event of a Peace being ſettled with the Peaſhwa, it will perhaps be thought proper to 
recall General Goddard's Detachment, and their beſt Route lies through Mahdajee Sindia's Terri- 
. tories. With a View to ſuch an Event, you will ſtipulate with Mahdajee Sindia, that he ſhall 

allow them a free Paſſage, and aſſiſt them in procuring Proviſions and other Neceſſaries on the 

Road. 3 5 | 
« [ encloſe a Letter which I have written to Sindia, informing him of the Powers which I have 
delegated to you, and deſire that you will urge him to an immediate Deciſion on the Propoſitions 
which you have to make to him. Inform him, that any Delay or Evaſion on his Part may preclude 
an Accommodation for ever; and that by your Anſwers I ſhall be regulated in entering into another 
Plan of Connections, which will not only prove an inſuperable Bar to the Views he has at preſent 
formed on the Northern Provinces, but draw ſuch a powerful Attack on his own Territories as 
muſt infallibly end in his Expulſion and Ruin, | * 

« If after the Concluſion and Execution of the ſeparate Treaty with Mahdajee Sindia, he ſhould 
deſire to promote a Peace between us and the Peaſhwa, I will appoint a Perſon with full Powers to 
negociate the ſame, through the Channel of his Introduction and Mediation. y 


661 am, &c. d 
| | Warren Haſtings.” () 
Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſaid Appendix, beginning at Page 13. 


« Num. 1. F. 


Second Minute of the Governor General, containing his Anſwers to poſſible Objections to 
| be made againſt the ſeveral Parts of his Agreement with the Vizeer. 


« To the firſt Article it may be objeted; | 

« 2dly, That the internal Safety of the Na- © 2dly, This is not our Concern, if the Nabob, 
bob Vizeer's Dominions will not admit of our whoſe it is, affirms the contrary ; and though it 
immediately withdrawing our Officers from his 8 eventually affect us, we ſhould be leſs liable 
Service.“ (5) N to ſuffer by a remote Contingency, than by the 

immediate Privation or Diſſipation of our own . 

Troops, employed in Anticipation of poſſible 

Evils affecting us through him, while our own 

Exigencies immediately demanded their Exer- 
tions. But in Truth, I much ſuſpect the Po- 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 196. (6) Vide ſupra, Page 144- 
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ſition ; 


r 
| ation; having been too much accuſtomed to the 


vaſions, againſt all the Evidence of political 
Probability, to regard them as other than Phan» 
toms raiſed for the Purpoſe of perpetuating or 
multiplying Commands. Who are the Invaders 
of the Doaub and Rohilcund ? Not the Ma- 
rattahs ; they are fully occupied in the Defence 
of their own Territories: Not the Sicks ; they 
\ are engaged with Nadjiff Khan in an unequal 
War: And Ak vg Khan, with foreign Can» 
cerns, with domeſtic Incrigues, and the Habits 
of late-acquired Sloth, and an unwieldy, un- 
„and licentious Army, can have little Lei. 
ure or Inclination to embroil himſelf in new 
Difficulties by a War with the Vizcer and the 
— > <> nh | 


The Managers, for the Commons acquainted the'Houſe, they, would next read 4 
Letter, to prove the Time when Mr. Haſtings became acquainted with the Succeſs of 
the Engliſh Arms in the Carnatic. 0,29 e To cet wh bY 


- | ey eg. bade T6 10 en. in 203 
Read, from Book B, already delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton 
to the Governor General, dated the 25th of October 8Pkjf . 
* © 4. To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, c. &c, &c, peg 
Sir, . e e d e e To 
I have been honoured with the Receipt of your Letter under Date the a th inſtant, inelofintz 
Extract of a Letter from the Honourable the Governor General and Council, communicating to 
you the firſt Intelligence of a complete Victory obtained by the Honourable Company's Arma under 
the Conduct of General Sir Eyre Coote, over Hyder Ally Cawn, and an Addreſs to the Nabob 
Vizier on that Subject — Permit me, Sir, to congratulate yoy on this happy. Effect of the Meaſures 
of your Adminiſtration againſt the moſt powerful Oppoſi ion we have yet had .to encounter in 
Hindoſtan, which cannot fail to promote our Credit and Influence in 'the-publick/ Opinion, and 
to eſtabliſh the Reputation of our military Character on the moſt ſolid and permanent Baſis. 
immediately waited on the N. bob with your Letter, who expreſſed much Satisfaction at the 
joyful Intelligence it conveyed, . and directly announced it to his Subjects by the moſt publick 
Proclamation in his Durbar, and a Diicharge of his Cannon, which was alſo followed with a Royal 
Salute from the Guns of the Honourable hap Regiment ſtationed at Lucknow; and I have 
further taken care to make it properly known to all 

reſpondence. * | 3 | 
4 Incloſed I have the Pleaſure to forward you his Excellency's Congratulation on this fortunate 
Occaſion; and am, with the greateſt Reſpect, : 


a Sir, \. ' + 
Yours, &c. &c. 


* 


«© Lucknow, 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they had now concluded 
this Head of the Evidence, and ſhould next proceed to ſhew the Situation in which 
the Nabob Vizier ſtood, with reſpect to the Britiſh' Government in India: They ob · 


Controul of the Governor General: (4)—That this Allegation was poſitively denied 
by the Defendant, (c) - and therefore they ſhould now produce Evidence to prove the 
abject State the Nabob was in to the Government, and his uniform Submiſſion to the 
Will of the Governor General. £ 2 


Read, the following Extract from Mr. Haſtings's Defence at the Bar of the Houſe 
of Commons, beginning at Page 211 of the ſame. | wa 


8 


— — — — — 
j Vide he CO & e Amed of Chang Page 
ide prin py icles 10. ä 
{c) Vide printed Copy of the Anſwer, to the Articles of Charge, Page 14. 


; | "7 Tales of tioftfle Preparations and impending In- - 


the native Powers with whom I have any Cor- | 


the 28th October 1781. (Signed) Nathaniel Middleton.“ 


ſerved, it was alleged in the Charge, that the Nabob of Oude was in Subſtance and 
Effect, as well as in general Repute and Eſtimation, dependant upon and under the 


o 
6 2 
* hu 1 
. 


Secret Dept. 


Mond ay . 


ning at Page 1 of the ſame. * 
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| « Charge the Fourth. 


« PRINCESSES of OUDE. 


« It is certainly not true, that the Nabob of Oude was ever under the Coutroul of the Bengal 
Government, in the Extent ſtated in this Charge. That the Reſident, who repreſented the Council 
General, had an Influence at his Court, cannot be diſputed ; but it is notorious that the Acts of the 
Nabob's Government were, on various Occaſions, remonſtrated againſt, and ineffectually oppoſed 


by the Reſident, as may be ſeen by the publick Correſpondence of Meſſts. Middleton and Briſtow. 


Ic cannot, therefore, be admitted, that © the Engliſh Name and Character were concerned in every 
« Act of his Government, or in any not authorized by them.“ | 
Allowing it to be true, that the Country of Oude was in a flouriſhing State before our Inter- 
ference, ſurely I cannot be chargeable with the Evils reſulting from the Syſtem we eſtabliſhed, ſince 
I gave all the Oppoſition I could to- the firſt Introduction of it. The Syſtem was undoubtedly 
very defective, and generally prejudicial to the Nabob's Affairs, inaſmuch, as it neceſſarily eſtab. 
liſhed a Degree of Interference in his Government, undefined by any preciſe Rule : which, how- 
ever diſcreetly uſed, would not fail to weaken his Authority, and in many Caſes to be productive of 


all the Evils conſequent on a divided Government.“ (a) 


Read, the following Extract from the Paper called, The Second Defence; begin- 


* 


The Nabob of Oude, by the Privation of a conſiderable Part of his Patrimonial Eſtate, and 
the Enlargement of his Subſidy, was reduced to great and very early Diſtreſs. This I repeatedly 
predicted: at the Time, that the Majority which conſtituted the efficient Government of 'Bengal i 

1775 forced from the Nabob thoſe Conditions of the Treaty concluded with him. From the Aan 
Cauſes his Army, which was enormous, became diſaffected, refractory, and mutinous, ſo as at 
Times to endanger his Perſon ; becauſe he had not the Means of paying their growing Arrears, nor 
of ſtopping the Evil by diſbanding them. This threw him of courſe on the Engliſh Power for his 


Protection; and ſo far only was he dependent on it.” (5) 


The Managers for the Caine acquainted the Houſe, they would next ſhew Mr. 
Haſtings's own Account of the Origin and Progreſs of the Nabob's Vaſſalage, which 
they would ſubſtantiate afterwards by ſubſequent Evidence. | | | 


Read, from Book 84, already delivered in; the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 2gth September 1783, beginning at Page 282 of the ſame Book. 


| | „Fort William, 29th September 1783. 
| At a Council; Preſent, | *F 14 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
John Macpherſon, | | 22 
"=o Eſquires. 
John Stables, | of” 4 
Edward Wheler Eſquire, up the Country. | | 


« The Ggyernor General delivered in the following Minute, containing his Obſervations on Mr, - 
Briſtow's Letter and Defence. | | 8 


« The Means by which our Government acquired this Influence, and its Right to exerciſe it, 
will require a previous Explanation: Both originated in our Connection with the Nabob Suja 
Dowla. I found him a Dependant on the Company, or rather on the Commander in Chief of the 
Army. Under the Authority of the Council of which I was the Preſident, in the Year 1773, 1 
concluded a Treaty with him, which left him optionally free, but virtually dependant. on our 
Government, by the reciprocal Obligations of it, which on our Part conſiſted in Military Aſſiſt- 
ance whenever he demanded it; and on his, the Payment of a fixed Monthly Subſidy for the Ex- 

nces attending it. He remained the abſolute Sovereign of his own Dominions; and whenever he 
Pound the Preſence of our Army, or the Aſcendant of our Alliance, too powerful for his Eaſe or 
Dignity, he might free himſelf from both, by the Diſmiſſion of the former. But the Neceſſity of his 
Affairs rendered it unſafe or inconvenient to part with it, as was evinced by the Experiment of a few 
Months, in which the Army was remanded to our Frontier, and again recalled for his Service; and 
thus its Attachment to him, and the Kind of Tribute which he paid for the Uſe of it, were rendered 

rmanent, but in ſuch a Mode, as conduced to his Intereſt and Safety, without a Diminution of Per- 
ſonal Conſequence, He was himſelf the Inſtrument of forming this Relation; he felt the Advantages 
of it; he experienced nothing humiliating in the Superiority of the Part aſſigned to our Government 
in it; and in the ſhort Interval which followed the Conſtruction of it, Two rich and extenſive Members 
were added to his Paternal Dominions, beſides that which he'acquired with it. Let me add, without 


— 


—_—— —_ A 


— _ a 


% 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 413. (5) Vide ſupra, Page 362. 2 
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the Imputation of aſſuming too much Self-conſequence,, that my perſonal Behaviour to him was un- 
variably marked by a ſtudied Reſpect. In public, I addreſſed him as my acknowledged Superior, in 
private, for only one Perſon was ever privy to our Conferences, I made my Demands in firm but decent 
L exacted his Compliance, by ſtating the Grounds of our mutual NeceſTties, without either 
Concealnient or Exaggeration; and obtained, with his chearful and moſt willing Conceſſion, the beſt 
Acceſſion of a new Dominion, à Portion of the Wealth of a valuable and remote Territory, without 
the Burthen of its Adminiſtration. He parted from me contented; and if I may truſt to thoſe 
Aſſurances, which my Station may be ſuſpected to have extorted from private Adulation, he pub- 
 lickly and frequently acknowledged the Obligations which he owed to me; and even in his laſt 
Moments recurred to them, in the Line of Conduct which he recommended to his Son and Suc- 
ceſſor, the preſent Nabob Aſſof u' Dowla. 8 | | 

« With his Death a new political Syſtem commenced, and Mr. Briſtow was conſtituted the-In- 
ſtrument of its Formation, and Truſtee for the Management of it. The Nabob A ſoph ul Dowlah 
was deprived of a large Part of his Inheritance, I mean the Province of Benares, attached by a 
very feeble and precarious. Tenure to. our Dominions; the Army fixed to a permanent Station in a 
remote Line of his Frontier, with an augmented and perpetual Subſidy ; a new: Army,.amphibiouſly. 
compoſed of Troops in his Service and Pay, commanded by Engliſh Officers of out own, Nomination, 
for the Defence of his new Conqueſts; and his own natural Troops annihilated or alienated by the 
Inſufficiency of his Revenue for all his Diſburſements, and the prior Claims of thoſe which our Au- 
thority or Influence commanded; in a Word, he became a Vaſſal of the Government: But he till 

poſſeſſed an oſtenſible Sovereignty, his titular Rank of Vizier of the Empire rendered him a conſpi 
'cuqus Object of View to all the States and Chiefs of India; and on the Moderation and Juſtice with 
which the Britiſh Government in Bengal exerciſed its Influence over him, many Points moſt efſen- 

tial to its Political Strength, and to the Honour of the Britiſh Name, depended. - ate $3; 1 

« This is not a Place, nor have I Room in it, to prove what. I ſhall here content myſelf with af- 
firming, that by a ſacred and undeviating Obſervance of _ Principle of Publick Faith, the Britiſh - 
Dominion might have by this Time acquired the Means of its Extenſion, through a virtual Sub- 
miſſion to its Authority, to every Region of Hindoſtan and Deccan. . I am not ſure that I ſhould 
adviſe ſuch a Deſign, were it practicable, which at this Time it certainly is not; and I very much 
fear that the limited Formation of ſuch equal Alliances as might be uſeful to our preſent Conditidn, 
and conduce to its Improvement, is become liable to, almoſt, unſurmountable Difficulties. Every 
Power in India muſt wiſh for the Support of ours, but they all dread the Connection. 
« The Subjection of Bengal, and = Deprivation of the Family of Jaffier Ally Cawn, though an 
Effect of inevitable Neceſſity, the preſent Uſurpations of the Rights, of the Nabob, Wallar Jau, in 
the Carnatic, and the licentious Violations. of the Treaty exiſting between the Company and the 
Nabob Nizam ul Dowla, though checked by the remedial Interpoſition of this Government, ſtand 
as terrible Precedents againſt us. The Effects of our Connection with the Nabob Affof o Dowla 
had. a rapid Tendency to the ſame Conſequences, and it has been my invariable Study to prevent 
it, by the Removal or Reſtriction of every Authority or Influence derived from our Government 
. which interfered with his, and by the Promiſe of whateyer Means I might poſſeſs for withdrawing 
that Interpoſition of it in the internal Management of his Affairs, which we exerciſed in the Aſſign» 
ments made of Portions of his Revenue for the Payment of the Company's Debts, whenever he 
ſhould either have diſcharged them, or could afford a Security for their Payment. It is not un- 
known to the Members of the Board, who compoſed it in the Beginning of the Year 1781, how 
much it was my Wiſh, even then, to return on a New Commiſſion to the Reſidence of the Nabob 
of Owd, provided I could be entruſted with Powers to make ſuch an Accommodation, for his Fi- 
pances were daily diminiſhing ; the Preſence of the Repreſentative of our Government enfeebled that 
of che Nabob in its executive Acts, and all the Provinces of his Dominions were gradually ſinking 


into Decline, the Reproach of which, even from our own Countrymen, was vaſt upon our Govern- 
ment as the Cauſe of it.“ (a) 


4 


, 6 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next read the 
Treaty between the Britiſh Government and Sujah ul Dowlah in the Year 1768, to 
ſhew, before Mr. Haſtings had ſecured and rivetted the Connexion of the Nabob, 
and before any other Bond or Connexion had been formed with him, that even at that 
Time the Court of Common Pleas thought the Governor General reſponſible for an 
Act of the Nabob's Troops, in the Cale of Rafael v. Verelſt and another, in Mr, 
Juſtice Blackſtone's Reports, Vol. 2. P. 983 and 1055. I 


The Witneſs produced Book 127, intituled, , Bengal Secret Committee, 1769.” : 


> 7 


— 


(9) Vide Appendix, N* LXIV, 


: 
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Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 4th January 1769, beginning 
at Page 11 of the ſame Book. | | * * TE, | 
Fort William, 4th January 1769. ä 
« At a Select Committe; Preſent, 
; The Honourable Harry Verelſt Eſquire, Preſident ; 
. 5 Francis Sykes, 
3 Richard Becher, and fene 
Charles Floyer, | 


« Read, the following Letter from Meſſrs. Cartier, Smith, and Ruſſell. | 


« Whereas unbecoming Rumours have been propagated abroad, which tend to the Interrup- 
tion of the firm Friendſhip, Union, and Confidence, formerly eſtabliſhed between his Highneſs t 

8 Nabob Sujak ul Dowlah, Vizier of the Empire, on one Part; and the Right Honourable Robert 
Lord Clive, and General John Carnac, in Behalf of the deceaſed Nabob Nudjim ul Dowlah, late 
| Subadar of Bengal, Bahar and Orixa, and the Engliſh Company, on the other Part; Harry Verelſt 
Eſq. Preſident and Governor of Fort William, and the Council thereof, with a View to the Re- 

' moval of all Cauſes of Jealouſy and Diſagreement, and the Confirmation of a good Diſpoſition 
on both Sides, have depured John Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruſſell, Three 
Members of the Council, from Calcutta, perſonally to confer with his Highneſs aforeſaid : And 
whereas the aforeſaid John Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruſſell, after effecting an 
Interview with his Highneſs aforeſaid, have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with- his ſteady Attachment to 

the Engliſh, they therefore, in Behalf of his Excellency the Nabob Syfect Dowlah, Subadar of Ben- 
Bahar, and Orixa, and the Engliſh Company, renew and confirm the former Treaty, Letter 

by Lener and Article by Article; and his Highneſs the Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah aforeſaid, doth 
likewiſe renew and confirm the ſaid Treaty; and moreover, out of a pure Deſire effectually to 
eradicate all Doubts and Jealouſies, to eſtabliſh the preſent Harmony on the moſt durable Baſis, 
and to confirm the former Treaty, doth conſent and agree, that the following Words ſhall be in- 
ſerted as an Explanatory Clauſe in the ſaid Treaty :—It is by the Advice and Conſent of the Pre- 
ſident and Council aforeſaid, agreed that his Highneſs ſhall not entertain a Number of Forces 
exceeding Thirty-five thouſand Men, whether Sepoys, Cavalry, Peons, Artillery Men, Rocket 

Men, or Troops of any Denomination whatever; of this Number, Ten thouſand are to be Cavalry, 
Ten Battalions of Sepoys, including Subadars, Jemadars, Havildars, and all Ranks of Officers, 

not to exceed Ten thouſand Men; the Nuj ib 2 my — „of Five thouſand Men with 
Matchlocks, to remain always in its preſent Eſtabliſhment : Five hundred Men for the Artillery; 


and that Number never to be exceeded: The remaining Nine thouſand five hundred Men are 
to be Irregulars, neither to be cloathed, armed, or diſciplined after the Manner of the liſh 


Sepoys, or Nujib Regiment. And his Highneſs alſo to arm none of his Forces, belides 
the Ten thouſand Men mentioned in this Treaty, after the Engliſh Manner ; nor to train them in the 
Diſcipline of che Engliſh Troops, In Conſideration thereof, the faid John Cartier, Colonet 
Richard Smith, and Claud Ruſſell engage, in behalf of his Excellency the Nabob Syfut Dowlah, 
and the Engliſh Company aforeſaid, that whilſt his Highneſs Shujah ul Dowlah aforeſaid, and 
his Succeſſors, ſhall abide by the Articles of this Treaty, neither the preſent Council of Fort Wil- 
lam, nor any future Council, ſhall hereafter introduce any new Matter relative hereto, beſides what 
has been formerly agreed to, and is now concluded upon; and both Parties ſhall conſider this 
Agreement as firm and r His Highneſs aforeſaid ſhall ſwear upon the Koran; John Cartier, 
Colonel Richard Smith, and Claud Ruffell, upon the Goſpel, never to infringe the minuteſt Part 
or Meaning hereof, and to maintain it themſelves, and to tranſmit it inviolable to their Poſterity 
Signed, ſealed, and ſolemnly ſi — 2 > 
6 ealed, and ſolemnly ſworn to, according to ier. N 
their reſpective Faiths, by the contracting Parties unn Gd 


7 N 75 200. Day 2 8 in the Richard Smith. ( 80. 
Tear of our 1768, in the Preſence of us, 4 
| Sighed Claud Ruſſell. T ' 
Gabriel H 1 WI 
; C. W. Boughton, 
W. H. Coxe.“ 
« A Literal Copy. | 
W. H. Coxe, 
Secretary to the Deputation.” 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 4th October 1773, from. 
Book 3, already delivered in, beginning at Page 522 of the ſame Book. 
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F „Fort William, the 4th October 1773. 
* At a Conſultation; Preſent, ore ns, fs 
Warren Haſtin 


© | "The Honourable 


at the Board as Preſident; 
William Alderſey, | 
— Philip M. Dacres, Eſuuĩ 
Henry Goodwin, mat 
John Graham, | 
George Vanſittart Eſquire, who is alſo returned with the Governor, and takes his 
; EE 7 ot te 9 * 


« The Governor delivers in to the Board the following Report of his Negociations with the 


Secret 


Eſquire, being returned, now reſunies his Seat ad... 


Nabob Suja ul Dowla at Benaras, and of his other Proceedings during his Abſence from the Pre- 


ſidency, with all the Papers referred to in the Report. 


. 
* 


« In the Courſe of our Converſation, the Vizier uently expreſſed the Satisfaction which he 


had received from our Meeting, and from the friendly and confidential Intercourſe which had 
taken 


ken place between us. Though ſuch Profeſſions are not always to be received in their literal 
Senſe, I rook Occaſion from them to aſk him, whether it would be agreeable to him that a Perſon in 
whom I confide ſhould be appointed by me to reſide near his Perſon, for the Sake of uati 

and ſtrengthening the good Underſtanding ſo happily begun, as well as for the Tranſaction of fi 

ordinary Affairs as might not ſuit the Formality of a Correſpondence by Letter, but which, in 
theit Amount, are always found to be productive of important Effects? That I deſired it myſelf; 
but uleſs it way equally his Wiſh, I would neither propoſe nor conſent to it, as it would not, in 
ſuch a Caſe, be productive of the Effects which I meant to derive from it. He declared to 
me, thkr it would be entirely pleafing to him. I told him, that I would again addreſs him after 
my Return to Calcutta on the ſame- Subject, when I ſhould have made Choice of a Perſon duly 
qualified for fo important « Truſt. It now reſts with you, Gentlemen, to determine on the Pro- 
priety of this Appointment. I will offer it frankly as my Opinion, that if you ſhall think it pro- 
per to entruſt with me the ſole Nomination of ſuch a Reſident, and the Power of recalling him 
whenever I Mall judge his Preſence to be no longer neceſſary, it may be attended with good 
Effects. In any other Mode, I fear the Appointment would exclude me from being any longer the 
Channel of Connection between this Government and the Vizier, and prevent me from availing 


myſelf of that Influence with him, which I have taken much Pains to eſtabliſh, and I hope not 


altogether unſucceſsfully.” () : 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that the next Point they 


bliſhment of his Authority, upon the Re-appointment of Mr. Middleton to the Reſi- 
dentſhip at Oude, immediately upon the Death of Colonel Monſon ; and in the Firſt 
Inftance, 
almoſt the whole Authority 


over the Tranſactions of the Troops ſtationed in the Do- 
minions of the Vizier. 


Read, from Book 109, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Gover- 


nor General to the Nabob Vizier, beginning at Page 328 of the ſame Book. 
- « To the Nabob Vizier. Written 21ſt May 1777. 


« 1ſt, That of the Troops now belonging to your Excellency, and commanded by Britiſh 
Officers, the following Corps be transferred to · the Service of the Company, viz. Nine Battalions 
of Sepoys, Three Companies of Artillery, and Two Regiments of Horſe, one more to be added 
for that Purpoſe to complete the Eſtabliſhment. - | 

« 2dly. That theſe Corps be formed into a Bri 
but, for the Sake of maintaining Diſcipline and Subordination, be immediately ſubjected: to the 
Authority of this Government, by which their Pay is to be iſſued, their Accounts regulated, their 
Expence controuled, and their Conduct ultimately directed; but they ſhall act ſolely under your 


ſhould proceed to prove was, the Means which Mr. Haſtings took for the better eſta» 


by bis Eſtabliſhment of the temporary Brigade, which gave him in Effect 


gade for the Service of your Excellency entirely A | 


Orders in all their Military Operations for the Defence of every Part of your Dominions, whilſt 


you retain them in your Service. 
TY 

or Two s, which your Excellency will defray ; and after that, the ſame ſhall remain a fixed 

Charge for ſo long a Time as you ſhall require the Corps for your Service.” (5) | 


Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, from 
Book 132, already delivered in, beginning at Page 349 of the ſame Book, 
From the Vizier. Received 1yth June. 


It is alſo cqually certain, that I regard it as an indiſpenſible Obligation on me to preſerve the 
warmeſt Friendſhip for the illuſtrious 


Engliſh 
(5) Vide Appendix, N* LXVII. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N. LXY, 


That an Eſtimate be formed of the Expence of this Eſtabliſhment, on the Trial of One 


gliſh Chiefs from chat Day, when, by che Means of the 
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» Sic in Orig, Family; ſuch is the Character of your preſent Naib, Imaumbukſh “: Let him be. publickly and 
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Engliſh Friendſhip, I aſcended, by hereditary Right, the Muſnud of my Anceſtors. Ir has been my 
molt earneſt Deſire deeply engraved on my Mind by every Means to preſerve a ſtrict Friendſhip and 
Union with them, and to cultivate and improve it to the utmoſt, which would be the Means of 
enſuring my Stability and Intereſt. Actuated by theſe Sentiments, I intruſted my Intereſts to the 
Engliſh Chiefs, and have, on every Occaſion, regulated my Conduct by their Opinion and Advice, 
and have never in any one Inſtance acted contrary to their Pleaſure.“ (a) 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated to the Houſe, that the Second Inſtance of 
the Defendant's Attempt to acquire to himſelf the Authority over the Nabob's Do- 
minions, would appear in the Letter about to be read, by the Diſmiſſion of the Na. 
bob's Favourites, and the Appointment of Two Miniſters, recommended by himſelf, 


Read, the following Letter from -the Governor General to the Nabob, from Book 
109, already delivered in, beginning at Page 329 of the ſame. loner le I 


« To the Nabob Vizier. Written the. 26th May 1777. 


« The heavy Arrears which I underſtand are at this Time due to the, Brigade, appointed for 
the Protection of your Perſon and Dominions, the Balance of your general Account with the Com- 
pany, and the Pay of yur own Forces under the Command of Britiſh Officers, which muſt ulti- 
mately fall on the Company, if your Means are unequal to diſcharge it, are Circumſtances which 
impreſs me with the greateſt -Alarm both for the Security of your Affairs, and of the Company's 

/ Property involved in them. The Ties of Alliance and Friendſhip oblige me to offer my Advice 
and Aſſiſtance in all Caſes in which your Intereſts may be affected. AE OE. 
To theſe Obligations is ſuperadded the Safety of the Company's Intereſts intruſted to my 

Care; and theſe accumulated Conſiderations not only call upon me to recommend ito you ſuch 
Meaſures as are neceſſary for the Advancement of our common Good, or the Relief of our com- 
mon Difficulties, but entitle me to your Compliance with them, unleſs you can point out others 
more effectual. On theſe Principles I proceed to inform you, that it is in the Mouth of the whole 
World, that your Country is in a State of unbounded Diſorder and Want, and your Revenues 
ſank and anticipated, and your Treaſury exhayſted, not on the Services of your State, but in 
Embezzlement and Diſſipation. PA 
« Theſe Calamities are univerſally aſcribed to the Want of a regular Authority in the Admi- 
, niſtration of your Affairs, and to the treacherous and ungrateful Abuſe which is made of your 
Confidence by thoſe on whom you have unworthily placed it. At the Head of theſe is Imaum- 
bukſh, who is notoriouſly repreſented as a Wretch, of ſo mean an Extraction, and of fo vile a 
Character, that your Credit and Honour ſuffer by your Countenance of ſuch a Man. To him the 
World imputes the enormous Expence with which you are burthened of a Military Eſtabliſhment, 
conſiſting nominally of more than 50,000 Men; and the Waſte of your Collections, which are 
all in the Poſſeſſion and at the Mercy of his Creatures and Dependants; Men of Characters baſe, 
rapacious, unfaithful, and devoid of Underſtanding, like his own. Theſe Facts I could not men- 
tion to you, had I received them only from common Report; but-they are of ſuch known and 
well atteſted Authority, that every Man, who comes from that Quarter, agrees exactly in the 
ſame Repreſentation ; and in lamenting that a Heart, ſo benevolent as your. Excellency's, ſhould 
beſtow its Affections on Men fo undeſerving of it. Few who approach you will dare to inform 
you of the Truth, becauſe of the Danger which they muſt incur from the Reſentment of thoſe 
who poſſeſs your Authority; and this is another powerful Motive that I ſhould make it known to 
you, and appriſe you of the Dangers with which you are ſurrounded. | 

« But it is not enough to point out the Evils of your Situation, unleſs I likewiſe preſcribe the 

Remedy. It is this; and I beſeech you, by the Friendſhip which I bear for your Excellency, and b 
your Alliance with the Company, and _ it laſt for ever! and by all your Hopes of Happin 
and encreaſing Reputation, that you will hearken to my Advice, and literally conform to it. 

« xt, Let Imaumbukſh be baniſhed for ever from your Preſence, and from your Dominions. 
This is moſt and indiſpenſably adviſeable. | | 

« adly. Chuſe a Naib of Capacity, of Integrity, and of old and approved Attachment to your 


formally nominated to the Exerciſe of your Authority in the Management of all your Affairs, and 
let all Orders be tranſmitted through him, and regiſtered in the reſpective Affairs under his Direc- 
tion, that he may be duly accountable for their Effect. Let him be invariably ſupported with 

your whole Authority, nor any other Influence ſuffered to be placed in Competition with his. 
« 32dly. Let him be eſpecially inſtructed to reduce your Expences, to regulate the Accounts of 

them, and to place proper and practiſed Muttaſeddies in the Charge of your Revenue. 

« As this is the Seaſon of the Year in which your Excellency will be leaſt liable to Interruption 
from foreign Concerns, and the Period is approaching for forming the new Settlement of your 
ublick Revenues, I hope you will take theſe Counſels into your immediate Conſideration, and 
iſſue ſuch Orders thereon as your Wiſdom ſhall preſcribe for obtaining the Effects propoſed to be 
derived from them.” VER | | N ; 2 
Read, 


—w—k. 


| (a) Vide Appendix, N* LXVII. 


f * „ 1 

Read, the following Letter from the Vizier to the Governor General, from Bock 

132, already delivered in, beginning at Page 405 of the am | 
| From the Vizier,,, Received gth Auguſt 1777 

« My Friend. My Nature revolts at all baſe, and unworthy Characters. Before the Arrival of 

your friendly Letter, I had expreſſed my Diſpleaſure againſt Imaum Bukſh, and driven him from 

my Counſels; nor did I admit any Perſon of ſuch a Character in my Preſence. I had long be- 

fore that Period given the ſole Direction of all my Affaits, Civil and Military, into the Hands of 

Huſſein Reza Khan. It is true, that he is a Man of old and proved Attachment to my Family. 

and of great Capacity, Experience, and Diſcernment; and I am fully convioced of, and highly 

ſatisfied with, his Integrity and Fidelity; and ſince you, my Friend, have judged it adviſable that 

he ſhould be entruſted with the Management of the Affairs of my Government, and have given 

it me as your Advice accordingly, requiring no further Inducement, I have. inyeſted him with 

the Charge thereof, and given expreſs Injunctions to all my Officers implicitly to obey all my 

Orders iſſued by the ſaid Khan. Lou may rely with the utmoſt Confidence. on theſe Declara- ö 

tions which I have made. My Deſire to comply with your Advice on every Occaſion is without 

Bounds.” (a) « F. 1 1 * Arier) 42060 bs ens Wy 26 2010 


. "7 . 1 2 Is LSD, £7 ; all 38404151 wy ev gt 70d vt Ut > Act 
Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Huſſein Reza Khan, from 
Book 109, already delivered in, beginning at Page 345 of the ſame. 


. 20 JK « To Hoſſein Reza Khan. written 15th Auguſt. 
I have received your agreeable Letter, informing me of your having been honoured by 
your Maſter with a Kellaat, confirming you in the Niabut, wich other Particulars, which afforded 
me the greateſt Pleaſure. e n n 
J congratulate you on this Appointment, and have no Doubt * will prove yourſelf 
worthy of it, by a ſteady and uniform Attention to the Intereſts of your Maſter, and of the Com- 
pany, which are inſeparably united. Be aſſured, that ſuch a Conduct will at the ſame time advance 
your own Intereſt and Honour, and preſerve to you the Friendſhip and Countenance of this Go- 
vernment. It gives me great "Pleaſure to hear that ſo ſtrict a Friendſhip and Union ſuhſiſts be- 
tween you and Mr. Middleton ; and I have no Doubt, but, through your joint — 
Affairs of the Nabob will put on the moſt flouriſhing Aſpe&. Knowing me ihtereſted) in your 
Welfare, let me frequently have the Pleaſure to hear from yſuu u. ED DH 10 
P. 8. I cannot conſiſtently with the Rules of the Service accept of your Nuzzir, which has been 
22 to me; but, for your Satisfaction, have received it for the Company, and ordered it to 
carried to their Account. Your Intention I regard with equal Pleaſure, as if I had ac- 
cepted it.” * . Ae ob ee 205 107 l 2 nine 


10 prove, that thoſe Diſtricts, upon which Aſſignments had been received for the 
Uſe of the Company, were aſſigned over to the Company, at a Time when the Ex-_ 
pences of the Vizier had been conſiderably increaſed, by fixing the Temporary Bri- 


gade upon him; ID | 

Read, from Book 133, before delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Mid- 
dleton to the Board, dated the 18th Auguſt 1777, beginning at Page 548 of the ſame 
Book. FLY 


"REI 3h, 


55 


4 Fort William, the 4th September 15777. 


3 At à Council; Preſent :: IT; 

The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; Tuarkiay, 
5 Richard Barwell, Eſquires | 

: Philip Francis, nn. | | 

„ The Proceedings of the iſt inſtant read and approved. Read, the following Letter from 

Mr. Middleton: © | = r 

« Honourable Sir and Sirs, 


„Not being favoured with your Commands, in Reply to my Addreſs of the 26th June, and , nadie. 
og apprehenſive, that with the very large Claims which the Company now have on ton, 18th 
his Excellency, the Mode I there propoſed, of taking, in every Inftance, Aſſignments of whole Avgutt. 
Diſtrits, where the Vizier's Power of Controul over the. Aumils, on the Troops ſtationed with | 
them, ſhould in no Reſpect becexerted, would almoſt annihilate every Appearance of his Excel- 

lency's retaining any Authority in his own Dominions ; I thought it better to conſent to what the 

Nabob himſelf appeared willing to allow, and what, I flatter myſelf, will be deemed by the 
Honourable Board as adequate a Security for the Claims of the enſuzng Year, as the preſent State 

of Affairs in this Country would admit of. His Excellency has agreed to aſſign over the Rents of 


—{ WD — 


— 


(a), Vide Appendix, N- LXVIII. | f 
* 91 , ; | . the 


% 


| ſtationaty Troops there, and the Claims for recoverable Balances of 


( 766 ) - 

the Provinces of Rohilcund and the Doaub, after deductiag the homes of Collection, the uſual 
alt Year, excluſively to the 

Payment of the Company's Demands ; the Aumils to be either of my Appointment, or ſuch as I 
ſhall approve x and with whom I am at Liberty to iy or ſtipulate, that, except on the Ac. 
counts above mentioned, they ſhall not pay any Drafts whatever but mine, on Pain of their im- 
mediate Removal. The Diſtricts of Allatabad, Corah, Shahrah, Jugdriſpoor, cc. are to be 
aſſigned over to me in the ſame Manner, after deducting ſuch Part of the Ja of Sallar Jung 
and Mirſa Allee, as have always been upon thoſe Diſtricts. For the Remainders of the Company's 
Claims, his Excellency has ordered his Miniſters to lay before me ſuch a State of Aﬀgnments as 
ſhall, in Amount and Security, appear to me fully ſufficient, and gave me a ſolemn Aſſurance, that 
he would not make a Grant of a ſingle Tuncaw upon any of his Diſtricts icts until this be done. As 
the making the Bundobuſt of the Country, with the ſingle Stipulation in Favour of Bow. 
Sing, has been committed to the Miniſtry, I hope, with their Aſſiſtance, to have ſuch Aumi 
appointed, and ſuch an Influence over them, that I need be under no Apprehenſions, where Fhave 
even only partial Drafts on them, of their paying the Claims of others in Preference, or to the 
Injury of the Company's. The Nabob's Orderlies, from whom I ſhould have moſt to dread, 
will be excluded, unleſs it may, perhaps, be judged expedient to give ſome ſmall Diſtricts to 
one or two of them, who have ſome Claim to Favour, from having paid the Aſſignments on them 
this Year entirely, or nearly, without Balance. For a further Security to the realizing the Aſ- 
fignments given in Favour of the Honourable Company, and to obviate one of the moſt ordinary 
and principal Cauſes of Balances this Year, the diſorderly Behaviour of the Troops ſtationed for 
the Defence of the Provinces, or quartered on them for Subſiſtence, I have obtained his Excel- 
lency's Conſent to Three of his Battalions being delivered over to me, for the Purpoſe of aſſiſting 
the Aumils in the Maintenance of their Authority, both over the Zemindars, and againſt any 
Troops who may diſtreſs the Province by riotous e er or op five Exactions; and alſo to 
ſecure the realizing of my Claims, when and wherever I may think them in Danger of being in- 
vaded or violated, (3) Ws 3 th 


is %>. (At the End) „ 
Lucknow, 18 Aug. 1777. 1 Nathaniel Middleton.“ 
To prove the Opinion of the Reſt of the Council upon this Subject ; 7 44 
Read, from Book 138, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 19th May 1777, beginning at Page 787 of the ſame Book, 7 


Mr. Francis, conceive it to be impoſſible that the Nabob, or any Prince, whoſe Under. 

ſtanding is capable of forming the Idea of Independency, can give a voluntary Conſent to a Meaſure 

which dethrones him. * : * 
„Nothing is left for me however, but to proteſt againſt it.“ (5) 


- Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, 
age 788. | | | | | 
« General Clavering.—] proteſt againſt it, and all the Conſequences of it (c).” 


Read. the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 1 1th of Auguſt 1777, from 
Book 110, beginning at Page 379 of the ſame, 


« Fort William, the 11th Auguſt 1777. 


 _« At a Council; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Hang. Governor General, Preſident; 
ir | 


Lieutenant General Sir John Clavering, 
Richard Barwell, Eſquires. e 
Philip Francis, 


The Commander in Chief, agreeably to the Intention which he before expreſſed, now delivers 
in the following Proteſt ro the Plan for the new Brigade propoſed by the Governor General, and 
agreed to by the Board, on the 7th inſtant.” . | | \ 


'«<PROTEST. | | | 
«« Becauſe taking the Army from the Nabob is an Infrin t of the Rights of an independant 


Prince, leaving only the Name and Title of it, without the Power. 


It is taking his Subjects from him, againſt every Law of Nature and of Nations.” (4) 


0 * a _—_— 
— — — 8 * 
— _— — 
— * * — 


(a) Vide Appendix, N' LXIX. 1 3) Vide Appendix, N* LXX. 
7 Vide Appendix, Ne LXX. ; 5 Vide Appendix, N* LXXI. 
8 | | | x Read, 
\ 
By > ie \\ 


cy | 


Read, the followingiExtrad of a Conſultation of the Board, from nooks: 133, al- 
_ delivered in, N at Page 355 of the ſame. 


5 « Fort William, the 4th September 1. 
| 4 At a Council; Preſent, 
| The Henk Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident z 
Richard Barwell, | | 

1 | Philip Francis, {Efquires. | : | 

« Mr. Francis.— By the foregoing Letter from Mr. Middleton i it appears, that he has taken 
Government of the Nabob's Dominions directly 1. — 
which preceded that Meaſure, and will not be 


Read, from the fame Book, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 8th 
INTE 1777 7. OS at "age 624 of the ſame Book. 


« Fort William, the 8h Geber 1 
G. At a Council; Preſent, da. 777 


- The | Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident groves! 


Richard Barwell, 
Philip Francis, {Efquirs, 


* Mr. Francis —Mr, Barwell is pleaſed to ſay, that he Eno of no particular Change that the 
Government of Oude has undergone fince the Nomination of a Reſident at the Court of Oude, 
of Mr. Briſtow by Mr. Francis. I ſaid that we had in effect taken the Government from the Na- 
bob. I will not put it upon Mr. n to affirm the contrary ; the Nabob is a Cypher, and 
known to be ſo to all. 

« Within theſe very few Months, we have taken his Army from bim 3 we have inſiſted on his 
committing the Civil Adminiſtration to one particular Perſon, , 

« We have inſiſted on his diſmi his Favourites; and now Mr. Middleton tells us that he has 
taken the Collection of the Revenues of the Doaub and Rohilcund under bis own Direction, or to 
that Effet. I refer to his Letter of the 18th Auguſt.— I ſhould be glad to know what Branch 
of the ſovereign Power is really left to the Nabob; as for the Reſt, f mall content myſelf with 
obſerving, that all the foregoing Acts are ſubſequent to Mr, Briſtow' Recall. Before this hap- 
pened, he neither has nor could have the W which Mr. Barwell attributes to him.“ (5) 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 23d December 1779, from 
Book 112, I" dehvered i in, beginning at Page 966 of the ſame. 


« Fort William, 2 3d December 1779. 
« At a Council; Preſent, ; 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 5 
Richard Bar well, 
Philip Francis, ban, 48s 4] | 
Edward Wheler, | 
Sir Eyre Coote abſent on a Viſit to the different Stations of the Army. 
Received the following Letter from the Commander in Chief. 
_ « Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | 


able for the Conſequences of it.” (a) 


himſelf. I was not a Party to the Reſolutions 


Secret Dept. 
Thurſday. 


The Day before Yeſterday I encamped near Allahabad, where the Vizier did me the Honour 


of a Viſit; and Yeſterday Morning, in my way hither, I returned it, and was received by his Ex- 
cellency with every Mark of Reſpe& and Diſtinction. 


« This Morning he called here, and we had ſome general Converſation, which principally turned 


upon the Subject of his Attachment to the Engliſb, and his Readineſs to ſhew the Sincerity of it 
upon all Occaſions, 


« It is to be wiſhed we had employed the Influence which ſuch favourable Sentiments muſt have 


given us more to the Benefit of the Country and ourſelves; but I fear the Diſtreſſes which evidently 
appear on the Face of the one, and the Failure of Revenues to the other, are not to be wholly 


alcribed to the Vizier's Miſmanagement. 
(At the End of the Letter) 


« Poppa Mow, near Allahabad, - Eyre Coote.” () 
the 1 ith December 1779. 


To ſhew what the Opinion of the neighbouring Princes was, concerning the true 
State of the Nabob Vizier; 


Read, the following Extract from Book 132, intituled, «« Perſian Country Publick 


Correſpondence,” already delivered in, * at Page 8 of the ſame. 


a) Vide Appendix, N- LXIX. b) Vide Appendix, No XXII. 
0 Vide Appendix, Ne LAXIIL 222 : 


,” 


FX 6 ; Tranſlation 


( 7688 ) 
.« Tranſlation of a Newſpaper, giving an Account of the Tranſactions of the Royal | Durbar, 
dated 26 Shwaul, received 1ſt January 1777. 


£ It is well known that the Dominions of Aſoph ul Doulah extend to within Three Digs 
Journey of Delhi, and that the Engliſh are Maſters of his MA Lad and he himſelf a mere 
Spectator of what is acted therein.“ (a) , 


F Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 9 * f the 
ame. 


« Copy of the Anſwer which his Majeſty returned to Timur Shals. 


« Sujal ul Doulah, by the Influence of the Engliſh, even took Poſſeſſion for himſelf of the 
N of Illahabad; and his Son the Nabob A ſoph ul Dowlah being immerſed in Voluptuouſ- 
neſs, the Soubah of Illahabad, and even of Oude, are in Reality under the Dominion of the 
Engliſh. 

© A ſmall Remnant of Mahometaniſm was left in Rohilcund ; their Country alſo, which is not 
leſs than a Soubah, is apparently under Aſoph ul Doulah, but the Engliſh are in Fact the Maſters 
of it, for Aſoph ul "Doulah i is abſolutely incapable of Buſineſs 3 thus undoubtedly there are 5 Sou- 
bahs under the Engliſh Government.” (5) | | 


Read, from Book 102, already delivered | in, the Oe Extract of an Incloſure in 
a Letter from Fyzoolah Khan to the Governor General, received the 1 zth February 
1778, beginning at Page 46 of the ſame Book. 


„This Country of Cutthar, which formerly depended on the Robilla 6 and which I 
conſider as now appertaining to the Company, was very populous and flouriſhing ; but ſince the 
— the Nabob Vizier's Government, the Farmers appointed by his Miniſters have 
deſolated the Country; its Situation is at preſent very ruinous; Thouſands of Villages. formerly 
populous, are now utterly deſerted, and no Trace is left of them. I have already written to Roy 
Buktawur Sing, a full Account of the Tyranny and Oppreſſion exerciſed by the Farmers, to be 
communicated to you. The conſtant Revenue of a r depends on the Care of its Rulers 
to preſerve it in a flouriſhing State. 

« I have been induced to make the Repreſentation by my Attachment to the Intereſt of the 
Company, for otherwiſe it is no Concern of mine, 

« Should theſe Oppreſſions continue One or Two Years longer, and the Rulers take no Meaſures 
to put a Stop to them, the whole Country will be a Deſert.” (c) 


Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General, from 
Book 1 16, already delivered in, beginning at Page 1 54 of the ſame. | 


&« From the Nabob Vrzier. Received 15th March 1780. 


« T before this repreſented to you the Particulars of my Situation, and my Deſire of an Inter- 
view with you. I am now anxiouſly expecting your Anſwer at preſent, I have written to Rajah 
Gobend Ram every Thing which the General, from his noble Diſpoſition, ſaid to me, and what I 
| ſaid in Anſwer, with Directions to make them all known to you; which he doubtleſs has done. 
He has now told me, that he has Occaſion for the new Brigade, and my Houſchold Guard, to 
ſend them acroſs the Jumman, I do not know whether this has been demanded of me by your 
Directions, or from himſelf, You have given full Powers to the Gentlemen here in all my 
Affairs, who have done whatever they choſe, and ſtill continue to do it. I never expected that 
you would have brought me into ſuch Apprehenſions, and fo weak a State, without even writing 
to me on any of theſe Subjects, ſince I have not the ſmalleſt Connection with any Body except 
yourſelf. I have no Doubt that the March of the new Brigade is in conſequence of your Orders; 
but I knew nothing of the Intention of it. What further may be demanded of me, who am now 
left without any Authority, or what I can ſay in caſe of any Demand being made, I know not. 
Whatever you will write to me, I will conform to. If I am left at Reſt till the Arrival of your 
Directions, I will then act agreeably to them; bur ſhould any Thing be begun in the meanwhile, 
I have no Power to oppoſe, and will then inform you of what ſhall have taken place. I am in 
ſuch Diſtreſs, both Day and Night, that I ſee not the ſmalleſt Proſpect of Deliverance from it, 
ſince you are ſo diſpleaſed with me as not to honour me with a ſingle Letter.“ 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould next open to 
their Conſideration ſome further Means that were taken to increaſe and confirm, if 
poſſible, the Dependance of the Vizier. 


Read, the following Extract of the Appendix to the Benares Narrative, beginning 
at Page 18 of the ſame. 


% 
” 1 


(a) Vide e N. LXXIV. () Vide Appendix, ibid. (c) Vide Appendix, N* LXXV. 
EN « NuM. 


( 769 ) 1 
Nun. 1. G. =, 
Letter of Inſtructions from the Governor General to the Reſident at the Vizeer's Court. 
« To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Court of the Nabob Vizeer. 
« ] need ſcarcely inform you, that my chief Object in my Negociations with the Nabob has been 


to induce and aſſiſt him to bring his Government and Finances into ſuch Regularity, as to prevent 


his Alliance from being a Clog, inſtead of an Aid, to the Company; and to enable him to diſcharge 
his Debt in the ſhorteſt Time poſſible. To this End, the moſt eſſential Point is to limit and 


ſeparate his perſonal Diſburſements from the publick Accounts. They muſt not, in their total annual 


Amount, exceed what he has received in any of the laſt Three Years. This Amount, in Twelve 
equal Parts, ſhould be paid him monthly out of the Firſt Receipts, and the Remainder of the net 
Collections placed ſeparately in a publick Treaſury, from whence his publick Military and Civil 
Eſtabliſhment muſt be paid, under the ſole Management and Controul of the Miniſters, with your 
Concurrence. It is of courſe to be underſtood that this has no Connection, and is in no Nope 


to interfere with the Company's Aſſignments, and the Collections upon them, which are to be 


conducted as uſual : And as by the Addition of the Jagheer Lands, with their Revenues, to the 
Nabob's regular Collections, his Income will, or ought to be, conſiderably increaſed, I ſhall ex- 
pect that the Whole of the Exceſs be appropriated to the Diſcharge of the Nabob's Debt to the 
Company. . 

« Af ſettling the Amount of the perſonal Diſburſements of the Nabob Vizier and his Houſe- 
hold, the next Point that will require your Exertions towards the general Arrangement of the pub- 
lic Charges, is to reform the eſtabliſned Muttaiena Troops, reducing them into One eſtabliſhed 
Corps for the whole Service. If this Corps ſhould be brought to conſiſt ſolely of Cavalry, it 
would beſt anſwer mutual Benefit; leaving no Infantry in the Nabob's Service but what may be 
neceſſary for his Body Guard; and to ſupply the Deficiency, ſhould any occur from ſuch Arrange- 
ment, our Infantry may be employed where Infantry are wanted. 

The Corps reformed and eſtabliſhed, their Pay muſt be iſſued from the publick Treaſury. No 
Aſſignments to be in future granted them, and thoſe already iſſued to be recalled. To complete 
this, all Numbers above what the real Service may require, or the actual net Receipts may be ade- 
quate to the full Payment of, muſt be diſbanded as faſt as their Arrears can be paid off. | 

« The Nabob will ſele& and appoint his own Commanders; but if he ſhould nominate im- 
proper Perſons, ſuch as Men commonly known by the Name of Orderlies, or others deriving their 


Influence from them, or of known Diſaffection to our Government, you are in ſuch Caſe ro remon- 


ſtrate againſt it; and if the Vizeer ſhall perſiſt in his Choice, you are peremptorily, and in my 
Name, to oppole it, as a Breach of his Agreement, 

„ For the Management of the Collections, the Miniſters, with your Concurrence, are to chooſe 
all Aumils and Collectors, and in their Choice to be guided by the Reſponſibility, good Reputa- 
tion, and known Ability of the Perſons they ele, that Changes may, as far as poſlible, be 
avoided (a). | | | 

« Chunar, | (Ar the End) 
23d September 1781. Warren Haſtings.” 


Read, from Book 105, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
the Nabob to the Governor General. 


« No. 57. From the Vizier. 


have never been deficient in the Friendſhip of the Company, and Obedience to your Plea- 
ſure. I have looked upon my Difficulties as a Cauſe of Satisfaction, and am always ready to exe- 
cute your Commands. In theſe Propoſitions I am aſtoniſhed add confounded at my bad Fortune, 
that I ſhould have ſuch a compaſſionate Friend as your Highneſs, and be involved in ſuch a Situa- 
tion. What Anſwer can I give, and how can I ſupport my Life? 3 

« Difficulty, with your Favour, becomes eaſy ; what is eaſy, by your Neglect, becomes diffi- 
cult. Night and Day paſs in Grief and Affliction. Either make looſe my Difficulties, or elſe call 
me to your Preſence. I will reſide with your Highneſs, and whenever you ſhall give me my Diſ- 


miſſion, with the Favours and Affection which belong to you, I ſhall return to my Country, and 
be releaſed from continual Afflictions.“ | 


«  Fncloſures. 


No. 1. Copy of a Letter from the Nawab Vizier to Major William Palmer, dated 19th Shabaun. 

On the Subject of Ten Lacks of Rupees, you repeatedly have ſaid, that the N awab Gover- 
nor's Pleaſure is, that I ſhould give them for the Expences of the Company's Sircar. The Na- 
wab Governor's Will is binding upon me. I can make no Excuſes. Take Ten Lacks of Ru- 
pees for the Expences of the Company's Sircar. But you have ſaid, that if I am willing to aſſiſt 


— 


— 4 * * 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 146. 
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the Affairs of the Company's Sircar, you will fulfil my Requeſts agreeably to the Paper, as the 
Nawab Governor's Permiſſion is arrived. With reſpect to the Two Points of which you have ſpoken, 
I agree to both of them, and will give for the Expences of the Company's Sircar Ten Lacks of 
Rupees this Year, and Six Lacks of Rupees yearly, in lieu of Regiments, upon Condition that I 
obtain my Requeſts and Authority, It is proper that you adjuſt my Requeſts, agreeably to the 
Paper upon which the Nawab Governor has given Orders, and reftore me to the Management of 
every Cancern.” | 


« No. 2. Copy of a Letter from the ſame to the ſame, dated zoth Shabaun. 


In Anſwer to your Demand of a Loan of Sixty Lacks of Rupees, I repreſented and explained 
to you, with the greateſt Reverence, the full Particulars of my Inabilities; that in Caſes where 
I have Power and Ability, I am never negligent, to the Extent of my Life, in promoting the 
Affairs of the Company's Sircar, and in obeying the Nawab Governor's Orders. You, in m 
Preſence, ſpoke to me, and ſent a Meſſage to me, that if I did not give Sixty Lacks of Rupees, 
by way of Loan, the Nawab Governor would be highly diſpleaſed, and would quit my Friendſhip, 
and would alſo recall the old Brigade which is here; and beſide, the“ whatever may be the Nawab 
Governor's Will you did not know. Why did not you give me prior Information that it would 
proceed to this Extremity ? | 

« My Friend! the Friendſhip of the Company, the Nawab Governor, and the Gentlemen of 
the Council, is fixed in my Heart, and I have remained ſo inattentive and forgetful, from a De- 
pendence on their Friendſhip and Satisfaction, that I have nothing left to me but my Name; and 
every Thing elle belongs to them. | 

To the Glorious and Omnipotent God it is known, what Diſtreſſes having brought upon my. 
ſelf, in the Obedience to his Pleaſure, I have ſupported Life.” (a) | 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next produce 
the Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn's Opinion of his own Situation and that of his Maſter, 
and the Tenure by which they both held their Offices. | 


Read, from Book 80, already delivered in, Extract of a Conſultation of the 2 iſt 


April 1783, beginning at Page 401 of the ſame Book. 


Fort William, 21ſt April 1783. 
« At a Council; Preſent, D 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident 

Edward Wheler, 

John Macpherſon, | Eſquires. 

John Stables, | 
e« Sir Eyre Coote gone to Fort Saint George. 


« From Hyder Beg Khan to the Honourable the Governor General. 


© Uſual Introduction. n Received April 7, 1783. 

« I formerly repreſented to you the Particulars of the Perſecutions exerciſed towards his High- 
neſs by Mr. Briſtow, and the Unhappineſs and Diſtreſs of Mind under which his Highneſs laboured. 
A Repetition of the ſame Circumſtances muſt alſo have reached your Ears through other Channels, 
in as much as they have come to pals in ſo publick a Manner as to be known almoſt to every 
Body. | | 5 
„ Relying on your Goodneſs, his Highneſs has requeſted the Removal of Mr. Briſtow, and the 
Grant of diſcretional Authority to him in the Management of his Country, and for the Payment of 
the Company's Monies: If you ſhould be graciouſly diſpoſed to comply with his Requeſt, and at 
the ſame Time ſo far to favour me as to appoint me from yourſelf to the Management of Affairs 
here, agreeably to the Propoſals here made to you by his Highneſs, both reſpecting the Sums re- 
maining due on Teep, and on Mahajun's Bills, and with regard to the preſent Year 1190 Fuſily, 
and for the enſuing Year Fuſily 1191, in any Manner you ſhall pleaſe to direct, I will engage, in 
Obedience to your Orders, to remit the ſame to you, Kiſt by Kiſt in Bills, and as much thereof as 
thail be neceſſary for the Payment of the Company's Troops in this Quarter.” (5) 


- 


Read, alſo, the following Extract, from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, 
beginning at Page 356 of the ſame. 


From Hyder Beg Khawn to the Honourable the Governor General. 


| Received March 28, 1783. 
We the Miniſters owe our preſent Stations to your Bounty.—His Highneſs alſo is devoted 
to your Pleafure in all Reſpects; and from the Interchange of Turbans between you and the late 


j# — 
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| (a) Vide Appendix, N* XXIV. (b) Vide Appendix, N- LXXVI. 
4 Nabob, 
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Nabob, he conſiders you as the Brother of his Father. Whatever may be your Pleaſure in "Behalf 

of his Highneſs, and with reſpect to the well Government of this Country, which, in a peculiar 
Manner, appertains to you, his Highneſs does in no reſpect whatever object. Whatever Directions 
you may give, thoſe Directions he will obey.” (a) \ ny] [+ 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, 22 
ginning at Page 386 of the ſame. | 


&« Anſwer from Hyder Beg Kawn to Mr. Briſtow. | 


« My Power and Authority in the Sircar of his Highneſs, is the Gift of the Governor General; 
and I have hitherto received the Support and Aſſiſtance of the Gentlemen in Power here. Re- 
gardleſs of the Enmity of People at his Court, and contemning their Animoſity, I have continued 
to do my Duty; and in Return for faithful Services, I have been included in the Objects of the 
Governor General's Favour. From you I hoped for an Increaſe of Support, and Aſſiſtance of 
Credit, and of Power. It muſt have proceeded from a Change in my own Fortune, and not 
from any Deficiency of Favour on your Part, that my Repreſentations, by the Efforts of Enemies, 
have been rendered ineffeftual. - ; uy 

« From the Moment of your Arrival, I have not, in any Manner whatever, been deficient in 
Obedience, but have in every Buſineſs, and without Heſitation, fulfilled your Commands, of 
whatever Nature they might be. As in the important Buſineſs reſpecting the Regiments at Futty 
Gurr, the Execution of which you were pleaſed to direct ſhould not be ſuſpended by Attention 
to the Nawab's Permiſſion, or by the Neceſſity of informing. him thereof, in the ſame Manner in 
every Buſineſs whatever on which I have received your Orders, at whatever Time received, arid 
whatever the Nature of them, I have paid the moſt implicit Obedience to thoſe Orders. On the 
Inſtant from my firſt Appointment to the Neabut, I have been enabled to conduct the Affairs of 
both Sircars, which I have ever conſidered as one and the fame, by the Aſſiſtance and Support of 
the Gentlemen here, and have on all Occaſions acted in Obedience to their Directions; and this 
1 have repeatedly repeatedly ® repreſented to you, that on Condition of Support and Aſſiſtance, I 
would execute all your Commands, and that in the Affairs of the Company I was ready to fulfil 
the Commands of the Governor General, thoſe of the Gentlemen of the Council, and your Plea- 
ſure, without Heſitation or Evaſion, at the Hazard of my Life, in as much as I conſider my on 
Intereſt and Proſperity as depending thereon. ES . en 

« When you formerly ſpoke to me reſpecting the Toorkſawars, and the Houſchold Eſtabliſh- 
ments of the Nuvvaub Vizier, I then informed you that I never had had any Concern in the 
Management of thoſe Eſtabliſhments. That the Circumſtance was known to the whole World, 


that they were under the Direction of the Vizier's own People, and that he never would —_— 


conſent to the Meaſure; You told me in reply, that the Governor General's Orders were to 
obeyed, and ſo I muſt inform the Nabob. | | 

« I, on my Part, told his Highneſs in the moſt pointed Terms, that there was a Neceſſity for 
his Compliance with whatever Propoſals you ſhould make by the Governor's Order for the Im- 
provement of his Affairs. But other People, at the ſame Time, carried Meſſages from you to the 
Navvaub, importing that whatever his Pleaſure might be, you would act agreeably thereto; nay, 
you even went fo far as to recommend in Perſon to the Nabob, that I ſhould not be employed fo 
theſe Affairs, but that he ſhould conduct them as he thought proper himſelf. Other Expreſſions 
dropt from you with reſpe& to me, which I know not how to repeat, for ſuch I never could have 
expected from you. This being the Caſe, in Juſtice conſider, that having expreſſed yourſelf as 
you did expreis yourſelf, what Authority, or Influence, or Reſpectability can remain with me? 
The Conduct of this Buſineſs did not depend upon me, and therefore the Delay cannot have 
ariſen from Neglect on my Part. Several People have been employed in Conferences on this 
Subject wich the Nabob Vizier by your Orders—now, that from Motives of Kindneſs and Favour, 
you have directed me to forward this Buſineſs, and added Declarations reſpecting Support and 
Aſſiſtance, IJ am, as I have always declared, ready to obey ; ro whatever you, ſhall pleaſt to com- 
mand, I ſhall nev-r object; and I am every Way ready to obty your Orders in the Execution of 
Affairs, independant of the Inclinations of the Nabob Vizier, if you will aſſure me of Support 
and Protection in caſe of his Diſpleaſure, I have never yet objected, nor will I now object. De- 
voted and powerleſs as I am, the Increaſe of my Reſpectability and Influence depends upon your 
Favour towards me; and their Diminution proceeds from oppofite Cauſes. Thus, I have ever 
acted, and this I have repeatedly declared, and I now repeat, that in the Affairs of both Sircars, 
I am ready to obey the Orders of the Governor General and the Gentlemen of the Council, and 
your's, at the Hazard of my Life, and without Evaſion or Excule.” (5) 4 


To ſhew Mr. Haſtings's own Opinion of the Situation and Character of the 
Nabob 1 5 4 | 


_ 4 
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(a) Vide Appendix, N LXXVI. 85 (3) Vide Appendix, N- Ibid. - 
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Read, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, begin- 


ning at Page 279 of the ſame. 


« The Governor General deſires that his Inſtructions given to Mr, Briſtow, which were read to 


the Members of the Board, and minuted in Conſultation, on the 24th of October laſt, may be now 
entered, | | 


« To Mr. John Briſtow. 


« 4th. Immediately on your Arrival, ſound the Diſpoſition of Hyder Beg Cawn; his Conduct 
has for ſome Time paſt been highly reproachable. Till within theſe Three Months, when Mr. 
Johnſon aſſumed a large Portion of his Authority, he poſſeſſed, without Controul, both the unpar- 
ticipated and entire Adminiſtration, with all the Powers annexed to that Government, the Nabob 
himſelf being, as he ever muſt be in the Hands of ſome Perſon, a mere Cypher in his, and the 
Sanction by which he exerciſed his Authority; yet he has dared to uſe both the Nabob's Name, 
and even his Seal, affixed to Letters, either dictated to the Nabob, or written trom him without 
his Knowledge, containing very improper Demands on our Government, and ſuch as evidently 
tended to promote Hyder Beg's Influence and Intereft, and even to make him afſume a very un- 
becoming Tone of Refuſal, Reproach, and Reſentment, in Oppoſicion to Meaſures recommended 
by me, and even to Acts done by my Authority, in literal Conformity to the Nahob's own and 
earneſt Solicitations ; ſuch as the Reſumption of the Jagheers, and the Seizure of his Father's 
Treaſures, which had been ſo long ſuffered to remain in the Hands of the Begum his Mother, and 
the other Conditions of the Engagements exacted from me at Chunar. On every Occaſion of this 
Kind, the late Reſident has been the faithful Echo and Support of the Miniſter's Pretenſions; I 
muſt therefore have Recourſe to you for the Introduction of a new Syſtem in that Government; 
nor can I omit, while .I expreſs my Reliance upon you for this I urpole, to repeat the Sentiments 
which I expreſſed in the verbal Inſtructions which I gave you at your Departure, * that there can 
be no Medium in the Relation between the Reſident and the Miniſter, but either the Reſident 
muſt be the Slave and Vaſſal of the Miniſter, or the Miniſter at the abſolute Devotion of the Re- 
ſident,” Much as I am diſpleaſed at the Conduct of the Miniſter, I impute it more to the Suf- 
ferance of Mr. Middleton than to himſelf; and if he will ſubmit to hold his Office on ſuch Condi- 
tions as I require, I would certainly prefer him to any other Man who could be nominated to his Office, 
becauſe he poſſeſſes Abilities, and a Knowledge of Buſineſs. He exiſts by his Dependance on the 
Influence * our Government; and above all, becauſe a Change of Adminiſtration in a Govern- 
ment fo looſe as that of Oude, where all the Parts of it are held together by the Exertion of actual 


Power, and not by the Springs of an eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, would be unavoidably productive 


of Confuſion, and Loſs of Revenue; therefore it muſt be adviſcable to try him by the Mode of 
Conciliation, in your final Converſation with him, at the ſame Time that it will be neceſſary to de- 
clare to him, in the plaineſt Terms, the Footing and Condition on which he ſhall be permitted to 
retain his Place, with the Alternative of Diſmiſſion, and a Scrutiny into his paſt Conduct, if he re- 
fuſes it. In the Firſt Place, I will not receive from the Nabob, as his, Letters dictated by the 
Spirit of Oppoſition ; bur ſhall conſider every ſuch Attempt as the Miniſter's, and as an Inſult on 
our Government. In the Second Place, I ſhall expect that nothing is done in his official Character 
but with your Knowledge and Participation; at the ſame Time, the Firſt Share of the Reſponſi- 


bility will reſt with you. The other Conditions will follow diſtin&ly in their Places, becauſe I con- 
ſider you as reſponſible for them. | 


« Fort William, | At the End, | | 
23d Oct. 1782. (Signed) Warren Haſtings.” (a) 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next produce Mr. Haſtings's 


own Explanation of theſe Expreſſions, when it anſwered his Purpoſe. to deny their 
Effect. | j 


Read, from Book 84, already delivered in, Extract of a Conſultation of the 29th 
September 1783, beginning at Page 231 of the ſame Book. 


« Fort William, 29th September 1783. 
«* At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
John Macpherſon, and 
Joha Stables, 
Edward Wheler Eſquire, abſent up the Country. 


4 The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, containing his Obſervations upon 
Mr. Briſtow's Letter and Defence. 


e It made a Part of a general Injunction to treat the Nabob with every poſſible Delicacy, Con- 
ciliation, and Attention, and was written purely from the Apprehenſion of a Deficiency in the publick 


i. 


Eſquires. 


—— 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LIX. 
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* 
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Funds not admitting the full Payment of the Company's juſt Claims, and the Calls of his perſonal 
and neceſſary Wants; and may I add, without the Hazard of drawing on myſelf a ſevere Cenſure <A 
from ſuch of my Conſtituents as ſhall think that in the Time of their Diſtreſſes, my firſt and 
excluſive Care ſhould be given to their Relief, * than that of having authorized the Deprivation * Sie in Orig. 
of an unhappy Prince, whoſe Alliance had ſubjected him to a ſervile Dependence on the Power 
of this Government; that it was my Intention to preclude the Operation. of ſuch a Plea, by ditect- 
ing that the Nabob's perſonal Share of his own Finances ſhould be fully allotted to him, although 
the Company's Debt remained wholly in Balance. Let me be judged with Candour. Our Al- 
liance has proved the Extinction of his Sovereignty, and the Impoveriſhment of his Country and 
Revenue; and it was but juſt to allow him the Means of Subſiſtence, if no more remained of the 
Reſources of his Inheritance, (a) | 5 

(Signed at the End) | 

Warren Haſtings.” 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe they would next produce 
Acknowledgments from the Vizier himſelf of his own Dependance upon Mr. Haſtings, 
after the Time that Mr. Haſtings had entered into Engagements, the declared End of 
which was to free the Nabob from that Dependance. | 


Read, from Book 148, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Nabob 
Vizier to the Governor General, received the 17th February 1784. 


« From the Nawab Vizier. Received 17th February 1784. 


<« 14. Before this I was entirely guided by your Pleaſure, but now I am more ſo than ever. 
What you deſired regarding the Securities for the Company's Money has been done, and I have 
given the-Teeps of the Merchants in addition to that Secumty : My Country and Family which 
are alſo yours, are ready in further Pledge. Set then your Mind perfectly at Eaſe, concerning the 
Payment of the Company's Demands, for my Honour and Reputation are bound with your own : 
I am, with my Heart and Life, ready to obſerve your Wiſhes; therefore, whatever you ſhall judge 
adviſeable let me know, that I may comply with it, I can have no Excuſe in my Duty and Submil- 
ſion to yourſelf.“ a | 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the following Extract of a Letter from the Nawab 
Vizier to the Governor General; received 14th December 1784. 


No. 92. Important Events are on the Tapis; his Royal Highneſs is here, and all my Affairs 
are dependant upon yourſelf. Nothing can be relolved or undertaken without your Advice by me. 
The Care of this GovernMenc is in every way incumbent upon you, for my Government and that of 
the Engliſh are one; great Events are probable, and there is no Dependances on the Conduct of 
the Chiefs of this Time. The Charge of all Affairs depends perlonally on you, my Friend, fo 
that your coming here is every Way adviſeable. When you are here all Affairs can be ſcttled in 
the Manner you ſhall judge adviſeable. I hope that out of Friendſhip to me, and for the Welfare 
of our Government, you will ſpeedily come.” () 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the following Extract of 4 Letter from the Nabob 
to the Governor General, received the 23d December 178. 


From the Vizeir. Received 23 December 1; 84. 


* 


Ne 95. Your Excellency's Letter, in Reply to mine, arrived. I ſhall ſend ſuch an Anſwer 
to his Majeſty's Shokeh, commanding me to the Sublime Preſence, as you ſignified ; but the Kath- 
neſs of the Chiefs who are now in the Royal Preſence, and the Change of Times, are ſuch, that 
there is no Opportunity for Addreſſes to be conveyed, in Anſwer to the Orders and Shokchs of 
his Majeſty, till a Flan be formed, how will Rivals, confuſing Affairs, give Leiſure? From the 
News, and other Circumſtances, you will have heard of the State of Affairs. Shokehs to his 
Royal Highneſs, according to the Pleaſure of the Pateel Mahajee Sindia, and an Arzic from him, 
are arrived; Copicy of which will reach you, encloſed in this. Frum the Contents of Mahajee 
Sindia's Letter, his Sentiments and Intentions concerning his Royal Highneſs will be explained, 
I can give no Anſwer to ſuch Points without your Directions; ſo that I beg you will communi- 
cate your Pleaſure. My Friend, now that you are at ſuch a Diſtance, much Diſtreſs affects my 
Mind; for all my Affairs depend on your Perſon.” (c) | 


Then the Managers for the Commons deſired Captain Edwards might be called. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXIV. | (c) Vide Appendix, N* LXXVIII. 
ö (% Vide Appendix, N* LXXVII. f 
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CAPTAIN EDWARDS was called in, and, being ſworn, was examined as 
follows : | | 


Q. How long was you in the Upper Provinces, and at Lucknow ? 
A. Between Seven and Eight Years. | | 


Q. In what Capacity ? | 
A. In ſeveral Situations : Firſt an Enſign ; then a Lieutenant; and, latterly, Aid de Camp to 
the Nabob of Oude. N 


Q. When did you firſt go there ? 
A. I went there in the Year 1774. 


Q. And when did you come away ? 
A. I left that Country in the Year 1783. 


Q. Was you at Lucknow about the Month of Auguſt in the Year 178 1? 
A. I was. 


Q. Did you accompany the Nabob, in his Journey at that. Time from Lucknow to Chunar ? 
A. I did. | | 


Q. In what Character did you accompany the Nabob ? 
A. Officially, as Aid de Camp. 


Q. Did you hear, as you paſſed through the Country. with the Nabob, from Lucknow to 
Chunar, of any Rebellion of the Begums then exiſting ? 
A. No, I never did, not at that Time: I have heard ſince. 


Q. Dis you arrive at Chunar, with the Nabob, at the Time the Nabob met Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I did. g 0 


Q. In what Character was you then employed at Chunar ? 

A. I arrived at Chunar officially, as Aid de Camp to the Nabob, in conſequence of a Detach- 
ment being ſent from the Nabob of Oude's Encampment to attend upon Mr. Haſtings. I offered 
my Service as a Volunteer, and was, in Conſequence, appointed to the Command of that De- 
tachment, commonly called the Reſident's Body Guard. Mr. Middleton was then Reſident at 
Oude, 


Q. You commanded a Detachment which came from the Encampment of the Nabob, the Ser- 
vice of which was to attend upon Mr. Haſtings ? 

A. It was to attend upon Mr. Haſtings, and to obey any other Order I might receive from the 
Commanding Officer then ſtationed at Chunar, who was Colonel Blair; and who frequently uſed 
to ſend me with Military Stores from Chunar to Colonel Popham, who Was then ſtationed about 
Ten Miles from that Place. | ; 


Q. What do you know, reſpecting the Treaty ſigned at that Time at Chunar, between the Na- 
bob and Mr, Haſtings ? | | / 

A. I know nothing very particular. I heard there was a Treaty ſigned at Chunar, but the 
Particulars were kept a profound Secret. | 


Q. According to your Obſervation, did the Nabob appear to be his own Maſter, and to a& from 
his own free Will, or did he appear to be dependant upon the Britiſh Government; and what 
were the Obſervations you made ? | 

A. I did not make any particular Remarks at that Time, but I frequently remarked he was 
entirely ſubſervient to the Will both of the Reſident and Miniſter in every Particular; not only 
regarding that Treaty, but every Thing elſe relative to the interior Part of the Management of his 
Revenue in general. , 


Q. Did the Nabob's Miniſter Hyder Beg Cawn, appear to be in a ſimilar Degree of Subſerviency 
to the Britiſh Government? did you make ſimilar Obſervations in reſpect of him? 
A. Yes, I did; he ſeemed to be controuled entirely by the then Reſident at Lucknow. 


What were the Particulars you did obſerve ? | | 
A. I oblerved, that nothing material was tranſacted, either at Lucknow or in any other Part of the 
Nabob's Provinces, without the Sanction of the Britiſh Government; that the Miniſter always con- 
ſulted the Reſident, whoever he might be. I was there for ſeveral Years; I was there during the 
Reſidency of Mr. Middleton, of Mr. Briſtow, of Mr. Purling, of Mr. Hoſier, and of ſeveral 
others, and latterly of Mr, Palmer. 


Q. What Means had you of knowing, that he conſulted the Reſident ? | 

A. Whenever I had any Application myſelf to make, or whenever any of the Natives had any 
Application to make, relative to the Management or Government of the Country at large, they 
always were referred by the Miniſter to the then Reſident. 


8 Q. Whether 


( 775 
Q. Whether, while you was at Chunar with Mr. Haſtings and the Nabob, you was applied to 


for any Information reſpecting the Diſturbances in Fyzabad, or in the Neighbourhood ? 
A. No: I never was. | 


Q. Did you know, or hear, of any Troops being detached from Chunar to quell any ſuppoſed 
Diſturbances in that Place ? | 
A. No: I never heard there were. 


Q. Was it poſſible that any Rebellion ſhould have exiſted at Fyzabad at that Time, without its 


coming to your Knowledge ? | 
A. f think not. bo ts 


Qi. Could any general Opinion of the Diſaffection of the Begums towards the Engliſh Govern- 
ment have prevailed, without its coming to your Knowledge ? 

A. Not a general Opinion, but certainly private Opinion might have prevailed, without my 
hearing any thing of the Matter; bur, if it had been very general, I think it muſt have come to 
my Knowledge: at leaft I think ſo; for I had Servants detached, in different Parts, and I had 
frequent Intercourſe with the Natives; and, I really believe, if a Rebellion had exiſted at thar 
Period, I ſhould have known, or have heard ſomething of it, at leaſt by Report. 


Q. Did you return with the Nabob from Chunar to Lucknow, when the Nabob parted with 
Mr. Haſtings ? 5 | . | 

A. I returned Part of the Way with his Excellency the Nabob, but not the Whole of the Way. 
When he came within a ſhort Diſtance of Lucknow, I recolle& he ſtruck off for Fyzabad, and I 
immediately went for Lucknow, I think, at that Time, Mr. Middleton, who was then Reſident, 


and Hyder Beg Cawn, who was then Miniſter, accompanied his Excellency the Nabob to 


Fyzabad. 
Q. Upon what Account did you ſuppoſe the Nabob went to Eyzabad, with what View ? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to the Queſtion. 


Q Have you any Reaſon to know, why the Nabob went to Fyzabad ? ' 
A. I have no Knowledge in particular, only from common Report. 


Q. Did you hear of any Rebellion at that Time, upon your Return ? 
A. No, not immediately at that Time, but I have heard ſince, 


Q. Have you any Reaſon to know, what was the Inducement of that Journey? 
A. No, I have not. | | 


Q. Did you at that Time, when you returned, upon the Road, and before you parted with the 
Nabob, hear of any Rebellion exiſting, or that was paſſed, on the Part of the Begums? 
A. I never did, | 


Q. Did you ſay, that Mr. Middleton and the Nabob went together, when they went ro Fyzabad ? 
A. They left the Encampment together, and I underſtood they were going to Fyzabad, and that 
they all went ro Fyzabad. | 


Q. What Guard did the Nabob take with him to Fyzabad ? | 
A. I cannot exactly mention the Number, but I dare ſay, moſt of the Cavalry he had then ac- 
companied him; but the Infantry remained in the Encampment. | 


Q. What Number of Cavalry ? | | 
A. I cannot ſay what Number it conſiſted of at that Time; ſome Hundred Horſe ; but I cannot 
exactly recollect the Number. | | 


Q. Do you think there were Two thouſand Horſe ? 

A. No; I do not believe there were ſo many, nor yet One thouſand Horſe. I am ſure there 
were not ſo many Regulars, what is generally called the Nabob's Cavalry; but there were a great 
Number of Horlemen belonging to his Attendants, not particularly attached to his Perſon, 


Q. Do you, or do you not, know how many there were upon the Military Eſtabliſhment, and 
how many of another Sort ? | 

A. I fancy there were about Five or Six kundred, called his Regulars ; all of which are his Ca- 
valry. The Mogul Cavalry are Troops attached to his Dependents, and he had a great many of 
them, There were undoubtedly a great many of the firſt People of that Country that attended 
his Excellency ; there was his Uncle, and a great many other. Perſons. 


Q.: Were there any Military, but what attended his Perſon ? 
A. Not Cavalry, but a great many Infantry, 


Q. I thought you ſaid, there were none but Cavalry that went with him to Fyzabad ? 
A. None but Cavalry went with him from the Encampment to Fyzabad. He travelled fo ex- 
peditiouſly, he could not well take the Infantry with him. | 
| Q. Then 
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Q. Then the Infantry remained with you in the Encampment? 
A. They did. i | 


Q. Whether the regular Troops you ſpoke of, were well paid and well appointed Troops, and 
ſuch as the Nabob could have depended upon for any regular Service? 

A. No; I do not believe they were; for I recollect at that Time they were a great many Months 
in Arrear, and very poorly clothed, and very poorly mounted, and ſeemed very much diſaffected. 
I have known them refule to go upon the Service when they were deſired to hold themſelves in 
Readinels, unleſs the Miniſter paid them their Arrears of Pay, which at that Time, I believe, 
were very conſiderable, at leaſt by Report; they amounted to a very large Sum. I think his 
Horſemen at that Time were at leaſt Fifteen or Sixteen Months in Arrear. I only know thoſe Cir. 
cumſtances by Report; I have no Knowledge officially. . | 


Q. But you was there at the Time ? 
A. I was there at the Time. 


Q. From their Behaviour and Countenance, did you look upon them as Troops that could be 
depended upon, or in another View ? | 
A. I looked upon them in another View, that they could not be depended upon. 


. What were the Number of Infantry which were left in the Encampment ? 
A. I really cannot mention the Number of Troops they conſiſted of, but there were a great 
many Battalions of Sepoys. RF 


Q. Ho far was that Encampment from Fyzabad ? 
A. I cannot rightly mention the particular Diſtance, becauſe it was in the direct Route from 
Fyzabad to Chunargur, and the Diſtance am not particularly acquainted with. 


Q. How far was it from Lucknow ? 
A. It was about Sixty Miles from Lucknow. 


Q. But the Diſtance from Fyzabad you do not know? 

A. The Diſtance from Fyzabad I think mult have been thereabouts; I recolle& hearing the 
Nabob got to Fyzabad that Night, the ſame Day he left us encamped, and his Excellency gene- 
rally travelled very expeditiouſly, I have known him travel Fifty or Sixty Miles in'a Day, having 
relaid Elephants for that Purpoſe. — 


Q. Could the Cavalry get on at the ſame Rate? . 
A. No, they could not; they got on as faſt as they conveniently could, but they could not 
travel at that Rate. | | 


Q. You conceive the Nabob muſt have arrived at Fyzabad without his Cavalry ? 
A. I certainly do, and I am perfectly ſure if he arrived that Day, which 1 am not very certain 
of, only by Report, he certainly muſt have arrived there without his Cavalry. 


Q. Whether the Nabob, upon leaving the Country to join Mr. Haſtings, did not. take with him 
all the Troops he could get together, in order to bring them to the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. He did. 


Q. And took them with him out of the Country? | | 
A. And took them with him; they joined him upon the Line of his March as expeditiouſly as 
they could, becauſe they were ſent for from different Parts of the Country. 


* 


Q. What Quantity of Troops did you carry to Chunar? | 
A. His Rabble and Camp-followers, and all together, amounted, I dare ſay, to 30, ooo. 


Q. How many Regulars or Military were there ? | * 

A. Regulars but very few.—I think his Excellency had about 8,000 Regulars, but there is a great 
Diſtinction obſerved in that Country between the Regulars and the other Mogul Troops; the Re- 
gulars are diſciplined in the ſame Manner as the Britiſh Troops, and armed and clothed with the 
lame Accoutrements ; the native Troops are not; they are generally called Matchlock Men, and 
Peons : they go by different Names according to the Country they ſerve in. 


Q. Did you hear, upon the Nabob's and Hyder Beg's Return to Lucknow, any Charge or any 
Thing that led you to believe, that Diſcoveries of Rebellion or Treaſon had been made by the Na- 
bob while at Fyzabad ? 

A. No, I did not. 


Q. When did you firſt hear of any Accuſation, or Charge of any Rebellion or Diſaffection 
againſt the Begums ? | : 

A. Some Time after I arrived at Lucknow; about a Fortnight after, I heard"the Gentlemen in 
= Reſident's Family mention the different Accounts that Colonel Hannay and his Officers had 
' lent, 


Q. Was 
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Q. Was che Intelligence you received upon that Subject, confined to Communications made by 
Colonel Hannay and his Officers to the Reſident's Office, or did you hear of any other beſides ? 

A. I heard that ſuch Reports prevailed at Lucknow, among the Natives, which were not gene- 
rally believed, and there were a few who mentioned they had heard the Reports. 25 


Q. The Queſtion put to you is, whether you heard of any other Inſtances than thoſe mentioned 
by Colonel Hannay and his Officers ? 43 5 : 5 
A. I heard my own Servants ſay, as they went through the Market Place, they had heard from 

the Reſident's Servants, that they had heard ſuch Reports did prevail. n e 


Q. Meaning the Reports from Colonel Hannay ? 
A. Yes, meaning thoſe Reports. 


Q. Did the Natives in general give any Credit to thoſe Reports ? 
A. No, I do not think they did. | 


Q. Did you not hear more of this Sort of Report, after the Treaſure was ſeized in January 1782 ? 

A. I did; I heard the Treaſures were fcized in conſequence of the Report, and the Charge, and 
Accuſation made by Colonel Hannay, and ſome of his Officers, that the Begums had been in a State 
of Rebellion; and 1 underſtood from the Reports which I heard there, that the Treaſures were 
ſeized in conſequence of a Rebellion being in Exiſtence. Is Lo 


Q But after the Treaſures were ſeized, did you hear more particular Circumſtances, or how ? 
A. I heard no more than J have juſt related. 22 . | 


Q. Had you an Opportunity of obſerving the general State of the Country, of Oude, when you 
Firſt arrived there, and for Two Years afterwards ? | r POPs 
A. No, I had not when I firſt arrived. 


Q. How ſoon after your, Arrival there, had you ſuch an Opportunity? | 

A. The only Opportunity that I had of knowing the State of that Country, was by marching 
.and countermarching repeatedly through the different Provinces of the Nabob's Dominions; 
and afterwards, when I was appointed Aid-de-Camp to the Nabob, and attended his Excellency's 
Perſon whenever he took the Field, or went a hunting, or upon any Excurſion he might make intb 
the interior Part of his Dominions. 3 | 


Q. When was you appointed Aid-de-Camp to the Nabob ? In 
A. I was appointed his Aid-de-Camp, I believe, in the Year 1780. 5 


Q. Had you not an Opportunity of obſerving the general Face of the Country, in the Time of 
Sujah Dowlah ? | 5 
A. I had. | 


Q. Did you remark any Difference in the general State of the Country at that Time, and the 
Period when you made your latter Obſervation: Did you obſerve any Difference between the 


Condition of the Country at that Time, and that of Sujah Dowlah in the Year 1774, the. latter 
Period you have mentioned ? 122 . * 


A. I did, a very material Difference. 


Q In what Reſpect? 


A. In the general Aſpect that the Country bore, and the Cultivation of the Country, that it 
was infinitely better cultivated in 1774 than it was in 1783. | a, 


as 


Q. You ſaid, you had no Opportunity of obſerving the State of the Country, till you was ap- 
pointed Aid de Camp to the Nabob ? | 105 

A. No, except by marching and countermarching. I marched in the Year 1774 through the 
Nabob Sujah ul Dowlah's Provinces, into Rohilcund. 


Q. Had you thoſe Opportunities from the Time of your going there, in the Year 1774 ? 

A. I had; but not ſo much as I had after being appointed Aid de Camp to the Vizier, becauſe 
I was always before in a ſubordinate Situation; I marched in a direct Line before with the Troops: 
but afterwards, when I was Aid de Camp to his Excellency, I was my own Maſter, and made 
frequent Excurſions into the different Parts of che Country, of | 


Q. Had you an Opportunity of obſerving the Difference in the general Happineſs and Diſpo- 
ſition of the People? | 1 | 
A. I had, 


Q, 0M you obſerve a Difference in that Reſpe& alſo, between your firſt coming and the Year 
1783 | | 

A. Yes, a very ſenſible Difference; in Sujah ul Dowlah's Time the Country was in a very 
flouriſhing State, in Merchandize, Cultivation, and every Article of Commerce, and the People 
then ſeemed to be very happy under his Government; which, latterly was not the Caſe ; becauſe 
the Country in Reality appeared in the Year 1774 in a flouriſhing State, and in the Year 1783 
it appeared comparatively forlorn and deſolate. 
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Q. Was the Court of Aſoph ul Dowlah, when you left India, equal in Point of Splendor to 
what it was in the Time of Sujah ul Dowlah ? | 
A. By no means, it was not equally ſplendid, but far inferior. 


Q. Were the Dependants and Officers belonging to the Court, paid | in the ſame punctual 


Manner ? 
A. No, I really cannot ſay whether they were paid more regularly in Sujah. ul Dowlah's Time; 


only they appeared more wealthy, and more able to live in a ſplendid Stile, in his Time, than they 


ever have done ſince his Death. 
la what Situation was Colonel Hannay in thoſe Provinces ? 
A: I underſtand that he rented a great Part of the Nabob's 80 called GO and Go- 
ruckpore. 


Q. You heard ſo? 
A. I heard fo, only by Report. 53 
Do you know, what was the general Fame of the Country with K Petk. to Colonel Hannay's 


Adiminittration in thoſe Provinces ? 
A. Only, from Report. 


. What was that Report ? 
A That the Meaſures of his Government, appeared to the Natives there, very unjuſtifiable * 
oppreſſive. 


Q. What particular Inſtance of this Injuſtice and Oppreſſion did they * report in the 
Country? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to general Report of particular Facts. 


Q. Did you ever ſee or know, any Fact or Circumſtance, from which you could infer in the ſame 


Manner ? 
A. When I accompanied his Excellency the Nabob into that Country, I believe it was the latter 


End of the Year 1779, or early in the Year 1780, the Country ſeemed to be little cultivated, and 
very few Inhabitants made their Appearance, and the Few that were in the Country ſeemed much 
diſtreſſed, and I underſtood that the Country had been better peopled, but that they had all left 
the Country in conſequence of Colonel Hannay's Adminiſtration. 


Did you ever ſee any Priſons, Forts, or Cages, which you underſtood were made uſe of by 


Colonel Hannay ? 
A. I ſaw what they called Priſons, but I ſaw no Priſoners there. I ſaw a Place that the Country 


People called a Priſon, but there were no Priſoners there at that Time. 


Q. Deſcribe what Sort of Place that was, which they called a Priſon ? 
A. It was a large Place, fenced round with what they call Bamboo, a very ſtrong Reed, that 
grows in that Country, a Kind of Cane, and it was a Place fenced round with this Cane. ; 


Q. Of what Circumference ? 
A. I take it to be about 60 Feet ſquare, but I cannot exactly mention the Circumference. I 


took no proce Notice of it, other than juſt ſeeing the Place; and they told me, that was the 
Priſon where the Natives, who had not paid their Rents regularly, were confined, 


Q. Confined, by whom ? 
The Counſel for the Defendant obſected to an 88 to the Report of parti- 
cular Facts. 


Q. Do you know of any Body being confined ? 
A. No: I do not. 


Q. What did the People call thoſe Forts or Cages ; by what Name? 
A. They were called differently; ſome called them Cages, others called them Forts, and others 
called them Priſons. 


Q. Had not Colonel Hannay left thoſe Provinces when you ſaw thoſe Forts, Cages or Priſons, 
empty ? | 
A. No, he had not, he was then in the Country. 


Was it in Baraitch or Goruckpore that you ſaw thoſe Priſons ? 
A I really cannot diſtinctly mention the Place, whether it was in the Goruckpore Province, or 


the Baraitch Province; but it was at a Place called * 
Q. When was it you ſaw this? 
A. I cannot exactly mention the Month; however, I think it was, to the beſt of my Recol- 
lection, the latter End of the Year 1779, or early in the Year 1780. | 
Q. Had 
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Q. Had you ever ſeen ſuch Priſons in any other Province ? 5 ; | 
A. Not exactly alike ; but I have ſeen ſeveral other Priſons in different Parts of the Nabob's 
Dominions. | 


Q. Whether you ever heard any Native of Credit and Authority in the Nabob's Dominions, 
who appeared to believe the Rebellion of the Begums ? 
A. No, I never did. 


. On the contrary, have you any Reaſon to believe that the Nabob gave Credit to it? 
A. I really cannot rightly preſume to ſay, whether the Nabob did, or did not; but I am apt to 
believe that he did not. | 


Q. Have you any Reaſon, and what, to form a Bclief about it? | 
A. I have. I think, if he ſuppoſed the Rebellion ever exiſted at Fyzabad, he would have 
been the firſt Perſon to take, and give the Alarm to the Britiſh Troops. 


Q. And no ſuch Alarm was taken, or given to the Britiſh Troops ? 
A, No, I think not. As I was always about his Perſon, and in the Camp, I think I certainly 
muſt have known it, or heard of it; but I never did. | : 


Q. When you did hear of this Rebellion, did not you underſtand it to have been alledged, that 
one Object of it was to dethrone the Nabob himſelf, as well as to extirpate the Engliſh? 

A. I underſtood that the Intention of the Princeſſes, the Begums, was to extirpate the Engliſh 
Troops out of the Country, and out of thoſe Dominions; and likewiſe to depoſe her Son, and ſet 
another Son, who ſeems to have been a greater Favourite of that Family, upon the Throne, in 
the Room of the preſent Nabob; and that Son's Name is Saadit Ally, I have only heard this 
from Report; I have no other Knowledge but mere Report. I underſtood from the Report, ſhe 
was to extirpate the Engliſh, and depoſe her Son who is now upon the Throne. 


Q. Was it after, or before, the ſeizing of the Treaſures, that you heard a circumſtantial Account 
of the ſuppoſed Object of the Rebellion? | | 

A. The Report was more general after the ſcizing of the Treaſures; but yet there were Reports 
prevailing in the Neighbourhood, that our Troops were ſent there in' conſequence of the Charge that 
was made by Colonel Hannay and ſome of his Officers, of a Rebellion exiſting then at Fyzabad, 
or having exiſted, I cannot rightly ſay which. | | 


Q. Was that Report, after the Order for the Troops to march to Fyzabad ? 
A. It was more general; it was very general then, when the Troops did march there; and 
more general after the ſeizing of the Treaſures. 


Q. When did the Troops firſt march ? b : 
A. It was ſome Time in the Month of January, I believe, in the Year 1982. 


Q. While you was with the Nabob, in paſſing from Lucknow to Chunar, and while you was 
with him or the Army, returning from Chunar, did you then, out of the whole Army, regular 
or irregular, ever hear of any Report of the Begums being in Rebellion? 

A. No, I do not recollect I ever did. 5 


Q. (Croſs Examination.) Do you recollect at what Time in Auguſt 1781, you left Lucknow 
to proceed with the Nabob to Chunar ? + | / 

A. No, I cannot rightly mention the Date; all that I know ts this, that I accompanied the Nabob, 
Mr. Middleton, and his Atrendants, all the Way from Lucknow to Chunargur : I really cannot 
recollect; I have no Notes; and it is ſo diſtant a Time fince, that I do not recolle& the Parti- 
culars of the Month, or the Day; but I recolle& perfectly. I accompanied the Nabob all the 
Way from Lucknow to Chunar, and returned again with him, until he ſtruck off on the Road 
for Fyzabad, | 


Q. Do you recollect at what Time you arrived at Chunar? 


a 2 arrived at Chunar in the Year 1780 or 1781, I really cannot particularize it; in 1781, 
chink. | | 


1 During the Time you was at Chunar, was you, or not, principally employed in the 
ort? 

A. No; I was employed, that is, my Detachment was ſtationed, as the Out- poſt of that 
Garriſon, during the Rebellion of Cheit Sing: At Night, all Night, I laid upon my Arms, as 
Out-poſt, and in the Day-time I ſupplied Colonel Popham's Detachment with Victuals and mili- 
tary Stores of all Kinds ; and again, at Night, I returned to my Duty, ſtationed about Half a 
Mile beyond Chunar, as an Out-polt to the Garriſon. | 


Q. Can you ſtate, when it was you was firſt ſent by Colonel Blair to Colonel Popham's 
Detachment * | 

A. I was ſent the following Day, after taking Charge of this Detachment, which I now ſpeak 
of, the Detachment I commanded, and, in conlequence of an Application, I was diſpatched the 


following Day. 
Q. Did 
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Q. Did you take the Command of the Detachment the Day after your Arrival? 

A. I believe I did; I took the Command immediately upon Mr. Haſtings requeſting he might 
have ſome Troops for his Service granted him by the Nabob. The Nabob ſent this Detach. 
ment without being commanded by any European Officer: Finding that, I offered my Ser- 
m_ and then I joined the Detachment, and it was employed in the Manner I have already de- 
cribed. Sb | | 


Q. 5 you take to be the Day, or the Day following, after your Arrival at Chunar ? | 
A. Tes. . 


Q. Did you ſerve under Colonel Popham in quelling the Rebellion of Cheit Sing? 

A. No further than delivering the Military Stores which Colonel Blair detached to the Encamp- 
ment; and while I was under Colonel Popham, I was amenable to all the Orders he might give 
me, and he frequently gave me Orders. ro Mr. Haſtings or Colonel Blair. Sometimes I was to 
deliver a Meſſage perſonally to Mr. Haſtings, ſometimes I was to deliver a Meſſage perſonally to 
Colonel Blair; and ſometimes he has ſent Priſoners with me, that he took in the Courſe of the Day, 
back to Chunargur. | 


Q. But you were employed in no active Service under Colonel Popham ? 
A, No, I was not. 


Q. Do you recolle& how long you were at Chunar? 
A. I came there with his Excellency the Nabob, and I returned with him. 


Q. Can you recollect how long that was? | | 
A No, I really cannot; I took no Notice at the Time; I only know this, I went with the Na- 
bob, and I returned with the Nabob, 


Q. Was you at Fyzabad, during the Month of September, or October, 1781 ? 
A. No, I believe I was not; I do not recollect that I was. 


Q. Was it not poſſible that the Begums, or their Eunuchs, might have raiſed Troops for the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Cheit Sing, without that Fact coming to your Knowledge ? 
A. It was poſſible. | 


Q. Having ſpoken to the State of the Country of Oude in the Year 1774, as being better than 
in the Year 1783, whether in the Years 1780, 1781 and 1782, there had not been conſiderable 
Droughts in Oude ? Mts 

A. Only from the Nature of managing the Country, not from any other Cauſe, 


Q. Whether you will take upon you to ſwear, there had not been ſuch Droughts from natural 
Cauſes ? Do you underſtand what is meant by Drought ? 
A. Yes. | 


Q. You have referred it to the Management of the Country : Was it, or not, referable to natural 
Cauſes in thoſe Years ? 
A. I never heard of any natural Cauſes in thoſe Years having happened. 


Q. The Seaſon therefore was as-wet in thoſe Years, as ordinarily in other Years ? 

A. I can only mention that I was ſtationed in the Country; if there was any prior to the Time 
of my being there, I cannot give any Information, but when I went there in the Year 1774, the 
Seaſons after that, appeared to be as favourable as the Scaſon of that Year. 


Q. But the Queſtion now is, Whether the Seaſons in the Years 1780, 1781, or 1782, were in 
any reſpe& peculiarly unfavourable, more ſo than thoſe you met with in the Year 1774 ? 
A. I never heard they were, | | 


Q You obſerved you was there from the Year 1774 to the Year 1783 ? 

A. I was, excepting an Interval of 18 Months; I went up there in the Year 1774 the firſt Time, 
and then I was ſtationed in the Company's Provinces for about 18 Months; and afterwards I was 
appointed in the Year 1777 to the Nabob's Service, owing to a perſonal Application of his. 


GW hat was the Miſmanagement to which you attributed the Drought of the Years 1781 and 
179087 | | | | 
A. The Miſmanagement of the Nabob's Miniſter. 


Q. How did that affect the Country with Drought? 1 underſtood you to ſay, that the Droughts 
you obſerved were in the Years 1780, 1781, or 1782? 

A. I never obſerved any Droughts while | was in that Country at all; only I obſerved the 
Country was leſs cultivated ; and there was great Waſte of Land, owing more to the Miſmanage- 
ment in Oude, not from any natural Cauſe, | 


Q. Therefore you never obſerved any Drought at all ? 
A. No, I never did. 
5 Q. ( 
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(by Counſel). Do you mean, that from the firſt Time you went fo refide at Lucknow, down to 
* eriod when you left it, you never obſerved any Drought whatever; that in all the Sea- 
ſons, during the ſeveral Years you were there, you never obſerved any Drought to prevail ? 

A. I never recolle& that I did: A Drought might have happened in ſeveral Parts of the 
Country that I had not ſeen ; but the Country I travelled through, and all the ARNE 4 
appeared as well cultivated as it has ſince ; in ſhort, there was no natural Defect. 


Q. Was your general Reſidence at Lucknow ? 

A. Whik Aid de Camp to his Excellency, it was; it was abvays my Reſidence : But, re 
viouſly to that Appointment, I was ſtationed in different Parts of the Nabod's TINY in 
hillcund, Farruckabad, and other military Stations. 


Q. But in all thoſe Stations, were you confined to your reſpective Station, or 0 * * 
ploy ment carry you ſo as to traverſe the Country ? 


A. I was always at Liberty to travel about the Country for a few yy by wu, Leave N 


my Commanding Officer. 


Did you do ſo? 
5 Yes, frequently. 


Q. Did you make thoſe Excurſions to any conſiderable Diſtance from m Lucknow, cating the 
Time you was Aid de Camp? | 
A. About Sixty, Seventy, or Eighty Miles. 


Q. Did the Nabob himſelf frequently go up into the Country and make Excurſions ? | 
A. Every Year, and particularly in the Year 1780, | 


Q. Where did he go then ? 
A. I think he went either in the latter End of the Year 1779, or early i in che Year 1786 0 to 
Colonel Hannay's Country ? 


52 Did you attend him _— 
I did. 


Q. Did he make any other ſs round his Country? ; FT 
A. He did not make any other Progreſs at that Period, but he eee uſed to meke Exc: : 
ions backwards and forwards, according as the Weather ſuited him. 


Q You always attended him? 
A. I always attended him. 


Q. What was the Number of Mogul. 3 that went with the Nabob to Chunar? 
A. I cannot pretend to inform you; I do not know. 


* What was the general State of Bengal, Bahar, and Oral, when you let * in the Year 1 76g? 
It was in a very flouriſhing State. 


Q. Did the Natives appear to be happy, or otherwiſe? L 
A. They always appeared to be very happy. \ 


Q. (from a Lord.) Dots not the Cultivation of the Country depend upon the Supply of wur 
from Wells and Tanks, more than from the Seaſon, or Run Water? * 
A. It certainly does. | * 0 


Q. (from Counſel.) Have you any Reaſon whatever to believe, that the Reports of Colonel Han- 
nay' ITY fuch as they were, reached the Knowledge of Mr. Haſtings? Do you know any 
ing of it 
A. No, I do not; for I really believe, that if the Reports which then prevailed had reached Mr. 
Haſtings' Knowledge, he would immediately have removed Colonel Hannay from his * 
ment. 


Q. (from @ Lord.) Whether the Cavalry, by whom the Nabob was attended to Chunar, were his 
uſual Body Guard, or in what Proportion did they exceed his common Body Guard ? ” 

A. I cannot rightly inform you of the Proportion; but, to the beſt of my RecolleCtion, he had 
at this Time, when he went to Chunargur, all his Cavalry along with him; and when he only 
went a hunting, and made the other Excurſions, he frequently granted Furloughs to his Cavalty, 
and only took along with him ſuch a Number: He did not require an exact Number to accom- 
pany him. 1 | 


Q. Cannot you recolledt the ordinary Number? 3 

A. No; he took more-or leſs, according to his Pleaſure but when he went to o Chunargur, he 
took all with him he could collect: He ſent round the Country to collect thoſe who were on Leave 
of Abſence to join him, and they all joined him before he got to hunn. 


9 C Did the Orders come from you as Aid de Camp ? 
ever. | 


9247 - | 9 N „ . (from 
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Q. ( from a Lord.) Whether the Nabob was in an equal State of Subottlination to the dther Re. 
ſidents, as he was to Mr. Middleton; or whether that Subordination was peculiarly to Mr. Middle. 


. ton? | 


A. To all the Reſidents alike. - | 


Q. (from @ Lord.) Whether the Priſons of which you ſpoke, which you ſaw in Baraitch and 
Goruckpore, were the uſual Priſons of the Country, or were they occaſionally put up for any 
particular and ſpecial Ig = * 

A. I really cannot ſay, 
that is, when Colonel Hannay was in Poſſeſſion of the Country. / 


Q. br have you ſeen any Priſons in any other Part of the Country ? 
A. ve. | 


Were thoſe Priſons of the ſame Conſtruction as thoſe which you then obſerved, or of any 
peculiar Conſtruction? ; | 
A. They were much of the ſame Conſtruction. Mr 


or I never had been in that Country previous to the Time I mentioned, 


* 


Q. (from a Lord.) Was it at Lucknow that you heard the Reports concerning Colonel Hapnay 


and his Oppreſſions? 
A. It was both at Lucknow and at many other Places; it was a general Report. 


Q. Whether thoſe Reports might have reached the Reſident's Ears as well as your's ? 
A. I have no Doubt but they did, but I really cannot ſay whether they did or did not; but I 
have not the leaſt Doubt of their reaching the Reſident's Ears. | | 


Q. Were there any Arrears of Pay due to you, as Aid de Camp to the Nabob, when you at- 
tended him to Chunar ? 25 
A. There were. 


Q. What Arrears ? 
A. About Five Months Arrears. 


Q. What Orders were left for the Infantry : Were they to follow, to remain in Camp, or to re- 
turn to Lucknow, at the Time of your Return from Chunar, when you ſeparated from the Nabob ? 
A. I cannot ſay, for immediately upon the Nabob's gping from Chunar to Fyzabad expreſs, 
he went Poſt, I could not follow him ; therefore I left his Encampment and named to Lucknow. 


Q. You ſaid, you ſuppoſed very few Troops attended the Nabob to Fyzabad ; do you know that 
of your own Knowledge, or from Report; and what Number of Troops came in with him to Fyza- 
bad ? L | | | 1 

A. I do not know the Number of Troops that were ordered to attend him to Fyzabad, but there 
were very few, or none at all, that could have followed him, when he entered Fy I ſpeak that 
only as a Matter of Opinion. 3 


* 


Q. ( from a Lord.) The Mogul Horſe are an irregular Body of Cavalry, which the Dependants of 


the Nabob are obliged to furniſh him with, by the Nature of their Tenure ? 

A. The Horſe that the Dependants upon the Nabob are obliged to furniſh him with, are very 
irregular; but the Mogul Cavalry are ſometimes very regular; are not always obliged to ſup- 
ply his Excellency with Mogul Cavalry, any Sort of Cavalry anſwers their Purpoſe. 8 "4 

Q. Were thoſe which attended the Nabob, Mogul Cavalry ? | | 

A. Not all; there were very few in compariſon with the others ; the others were native Cavalry, 
but mx Regulars ; there is a Diſtinction between the native Cavalry, the Regulars, and the Mogul 

avalry, | ' | | a 

Q. How are the irregular Cavalry armed? | | 

A. With Sabres and Spears, and ſometimes with Matchlocks. 

Q. Was you at the Battle of Buxar ? | 
A. No; I was not. 


Q. Was you ever employed in the Carnatic ? 
A. No, I never was. 
Q. Was you acquainted with Sujah ul Dowlah ? 
Q. Did you not conſider him as a Man of Abilities and Attention to Buſineſs ? 
A. He certainly was both. 
Q. Did you look upon Aſoph ul Dowlah in the ſame Light? 
A. By no Means. | 


ment ? 
A. I certainly did. 
Se” Q. Wh... 


O. Did you conſider him as more addicted to Pleaſures, than attentive to the Affairs of Govern- 
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When the Nabob 2 thoſe Excurſions, did he make them, generally, to viſit and inſpect the 
Adminiſtration of his Provinces, or on Hunting Parties? 


. I really cannot expreſsly mention his Motive, but it was generally imagined, and called, a 
Ha Party, whenever he made thoſe Excurſions. 


Q. Did he go attended as if he was going a hunting? 

A.. They always do that: Whether they go a hunting, or den 1. other Occaſion, they take 
Dogs, Horſes, and every Thing elſe. 

Q. (from @ Lord). If there had been any Diſturbance at Fyzabad, or Rebellion there, what 
Trodps were ſtationed there, ſo as to be ready to ſuppreſs it? 

A. The main Body was ſtationed at a Place callec Cawnpore, about Forty Miles off; but there 
were ſeveral Detachments nigher : One commanded by Major Gilpin, not many Miles from Fyza- 
bad, to the beſt of my Reco lection; another Detachment, I believe, commanded by Major Nay- 
| tor, in that Neighbourhood; and another commanded, I think, by Captain Jacques z but 1 am 
not very certain, I only ſpeak to the beſt of my Recollection. 


G Were there any Troops of the Nabob nearer at Hand than bed. 0 ſuppreſs - Rebellio if 
it had ariſen at Fyzabad? ; 


A. None nearer than thoſe.. | * 


Q. His own were not nar x Hand v ares it? 
A. No. | 


Q. (from . Lord). While you were employed between Cn and Major Popham? g | Detach- 
ment, had you any Opportunity of hearing what the Strength of Cheit on Force was ? 
A. Only from the Repbrts that prevailed in our Encampment. | 

to belong to 


Q. In the Statement of thoſe Reports, did you hear what Number were — 
Cheit Sing; what were the different Corps, and different Species of Strength? 

A. There were different Opinions on that Head; ſome thought he had a great many Thouſands, 

others thought he had but few ; no particular Number was ſpecified. 


Q. Was Cheit Sing near ow N at that Time ? 
A. He was not. 


Did you at that Time hear of an Co that had aftuall joined, or were expekted to 
c Sing From Fyzabad ? r . ws 1 
ly ſuppoſed to be along with Cheit Sing; 


A. No, I never did, but the main Body were general 
there was another Body which Colonel Popham was immediately againſt at this Time, which lay 
about Ten Miles from Chun r, at a Place called Pateeta; thoſe Troops, it was 2 
would eſcalade the Place; in fact they had prepared ſcaling Ladders for that Purpoſe, and 
—— apprehended might moleſt me, when I was ſtationed at the Out Pots ro chat 
arriſon 


Then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


ED COLONEL r was ; called i in, and rin ſworn, was examined as 
WS: | 


2 Where did you e in the Years 10 and 1782? 3 
. I went down with the Brigade I belo to, into the Southern Part of Oriſſa, where I ſerved 
ll Jane 1781, W B. Wann to Dina- 


pore. 
J Raioned at Dinapore in Auguſt and September 1781 ? 
I was. 3 
T Was Dinprs the get ih Real or Gu Way between Benares and Calcutta ? | 
1 A. There are Two Roads —one is through 3 and there is another Road u few Mile 
lt. 


Q. Was the Road throu Dinapore much travelled, in goi from Benares to Calcutta ? | 
A. Conſtantly by the Tees. * rie 


Q. Did you at that Time receive a Letter from Mr. Haſtings, deſiring you to detach Troops to 
his Aſſiſtance at Chunar? 

A. l n the Troubles at Benares, having heard ſomething about them, I got a Bar: 
talion of Sepo eadineſs againſt I received an Order, which I did, from Mr. 


. diſpatch a 122 of Sepoys up to him as * as 5 They — che next 2 ther 
] received the Omer. | 


Q Dis 
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Did you receive a Letter from Major Palmer, as well as from Mr: Haſtings, at that Time? 
A. The publick Letter I received was from Major Palmer, in Mr. Haſtings* Natne, as his Aid 
de Camp. I did not receive any Letter from Mr. Haſtings. > Vit 


Then a Letter was ſhewn to the 5 and the following Queſtion was Put to 
him. 


* Whether you remember to have received this Letter from Mr. Haſtings from Chunar (a)? 
I did. 


8 What is the Date of it? 
. The 22d of September 1781. T received it about a Month poſterior to * Time when it was 


. 


Q. Whether you had any Reaſon to believe that the Begums were in Rebellion at that Period, 
* * the Britiſh Government? 
If you will give me Leave to premiſe, I. never was in Mr. Haſtings's Confidence, and N 
Thivg that I know of, is merely by Report; Twas always with the Troops I belonged to; 
every Thing that I know of publick Matters, is merely by Report, 6 


Was it reported or believed in your Cam wp * that Time, that the ms were either in 
Rebellion, were preparing for Rebellion, or were furniſhing any Aſſiſtance to Cheit Sing? 

| A. I never heard that they were; but the Place at which I commanded was at a very great Diſ- 

tance from Fyzabad. 


Q. Whether, in any of the Communications 'or Applications made to You from Benares for 
Aſliitance, there was any Mention made of ſuch a Tranſaction w the Begums ? 
A. No. 


Q. Could the Fact of the Begums being in actual Rebellion be a Matter of general Notoriety, 
and not come to'your Knowledge, in your Camp, at Dinapore ? Might that Fact have * —_ 
ous, without your knowing it? 

A. I really do not underſtand how to anſwer that Queſtion, | 


3 Was your Situation ſuch, that if it had commonly been talked of, you would have heard 


* If I am aſked, Whether I heard that the Begum had raiſed Troops, I can ufer it. Bur 
a | as to her Diſpoſition, or what 'ſhe really did, I cannot really ſay. | | 


Q. Do you know any Thing of her raiſing Troops ? 
A. No, never. 


Qi. Do you believe it likely, that ie Begums 1 have effected the Extirpation of the Englil 
if they had attempted it ? — 


A. I believe it was impoſſible. 


Q. When did you firſt hear the Begums charged with any Rebellion, or treaſonable Practice? 
A. I really cannot charge my Memory with it, I recollect hearing it in Converſation, in Com- 
pany ſome Months afterwards, but nothing in particular, 


. Do you know when their Treaſures were ſeized ? | | 
A Yes, I believe I know within a Fortnight or Three Weeks of the Time. 


Q. Was it at that Time that you heard thofe Reports ? . 

A. I cannot charge my Memory: What 1 heard was merely in Converfation Rom Nane Gen- 
tlemen, that thete wasſuch a Report, but from no Authority; as T ſaid before, I do not know any 
Thing, but merely by Report. I never was employed by Mr. Haſtings upon any Publick Matter, 
nor was I ever in his Confidence; therefore I cannot poflibly know any Thing for Truth. | 


Q. I think yeu ſaid it was Three or Four Months after the Application to you from Benares 
ye Tough that you firſt heard any Thing of the Begums being in Rebellion; was it ſooner or 
1 
A. I think the Troubles began at Benares about the 2oth of Auguſt; I ſpeak merely from Me- | 
mory; and I underſtood that the Force which I ſent to Mr. Haſtings, was in conſequence of the 
Rajah of Benares DiſaffeQion : As to rhe Begums Affair, I think it was in January or February 
following that I heard of it ; but it was merely a curſory Matter in Converſation. 


4 Q. Did you ſee Sir Elijah Iinpey, either upon his going to join Mr. Haſtings, or upon his 
eturn ? 

A. He did me the Favour to call in the Cantonments as he was going. He ſupped one Night 
in the Cantonments, and fet off next Morning. 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 216. | 
( P 7 | Q. Was 
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Q. Was that upon his Return? 
A. No, going; not on his Return, 


Q. Did you ſee Mr. Haſtings, when. he returned from theſe Provinces to go to Calcutta ? 
A. Yes, he did me the Favour to call in the Cantonments, and to dine with me. 


Q. Did Mr. Haſtings at the Dinner, or at any Time while he remained in thoſe Cantonments, 
inform you of the Rebellion of the Begums ? mY 
A. No. 


Q. Did any Officer with Mr. Haſtings hold any Converſation upon that Subject with you? 
A. None, nor had we any Converſation pro or con about publick Matters. 
| 


Q. What was the general Fame of the Country, with reſpect to Colonel Hannay's Govern- 
ment, in the Nabob's Dominions ? | | 


A. I know nothing of it but by Report. 


Q. What have you heard about it? __ 


A. The Report was various, the Place where he commanded was very diſtant from where I was, a 
and we had no Sort of Communication. | 


Q. What was that Variety of Report? : | 1 
A. If you will aſk me any Thing particular I will anſwer, but I cannot charge my Memory to 
anſwer in general Terms. 


Q. Do you, or not, recollect any general Report, which you heard relative to Colonel 
Hannay? _ 


1 I heard that the Inhabitants of Goruckpore were very much diſaffected towards Colonel 
annay. 


Q. Did you not hear he had committed great Oppreſſions in the Country: In ſhort, can you re- 
collect any Thing you heard about him? 1 | | 
A. What I heard about him was inimical, in reſpect to the Diſpoſition of the People; but all the 
Goruckpore Diſtrict are a rebellious People, and I believe were People that never paid any Re- 
venue to the Nabob, without its being very ſeverely enforced, 


Q. Did you ever hear that the Begums cauſed any Inſurrections, or inflamed this Diſpoſition ? | | 
A. Never. | 9 
| Q What was the general Opinion in the Army, with reſpe& to the Cauſe of Colonel Hannay's | J 
diſaſtrous Situation in 1781 ? | 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to the Queſtion, as going to general Report 
of a particular Fact. . 


What Circumſtances do you know with reſpect to the Conveyance of any Treaſures of Co- 1 
lonel Hannay's, down the Ganges to Calcutta? 


A A. I have repeatedly mentioned before, that every Thing I know of theſe Matters is intirely by 
eport. | 


Q. From the Means you had of obtaining a Knowledge of the Diſpoſition of the People in 
Fyzabad, to whom do you conceive the — would have applied for Aſſiſtance, if they had had 


any Occaſion to raiſe Troops, or had apprehended any Danger: Have you any Knowledge of the 
Situation of Fyzabad at all? | | 
A. I have. 


Q. Then, from the Knowledge you have of Fyzabad, where could the Begums have had Re- | 
courſe for Force, if they had wanted it? | 
A. Immediately to Lucknow. 's 


Q. To whom do you think they would have applied, at Lucknow ? 
A. They would either have applied to Lucknow, or to the Governor General and Council. 


1 8 the Queſtion is, if they had applied to Lucknow, to whom would they have applied 
there 


A. To the Reſident. 


Q. (Croſs examined). How far is Dinapore from Fyzabad? my. 
A. I cannot charge my Memory with the Diſtance poſitively. The India Company have a Book 


of the Roads, publiſhed by Authority, by Major Reynolds; if the Book was here it would aſcer- | ö 
tain it exactly. | N 


ood 
THAIS A 
* ** 


QQ. Can you tell the Diſtance nearly ? | | 


| ll 

FD. Q. Specify | ll 

| . 

13 

2 
9 


A. I do not know. 
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Q. Specify within Thirty, Forty, or Fifty Miles; do you know the Diſtance ? 
A. Not exactly; but the Book of Roads can be eaſily reſorted to. | 


Q. Should you go through Benares, in order to go to Fyzabad from Dinapore ? 
A. There is a Road that Way, but you may go another; that is the moſt general high 
Road, | 


Q. How near is it, according to your Memory ? 


A. I really believe it is Three hundred Miles, if not more. 


Q. Whether the Communication between Dinapore and Fyzabad was open about the Month of 
September ? | 
A. I do not know, 


Q. (by the Managers.) Was it open to Benares ? 

A. It was not open for a long Time during the Troubles ; but I cannot poſitively aſcertain 
the Time. As ſoon as our Troops made a Junction there, and quelled them, it then began to be 
open; I cannot poſitively aſcertain the Time. | 


Q. Do you recolle&, whether you gave any Reward to Meſſengers to go from Dinapore to Be- 
nares ? 

A. I offered a Thouſand Rupees to People that offered themſelves to go, and they undertook 
to go in Five Days. I advanced Fifty Rupees to the Man who promiſed to go. 


Q. This was at the Time, before the Troubles at Benares were quelled ? 
A. Yes. | | 


Q. Do you know of what Deſcription of Force the Troops under Cheit Sing conſiſted ? 
A. I do not. | 4 


Q. Did the Nudjeebs compoſe Part of the Force of Cheit Sing? 
A. I never heard. 8 
| 


Qi. Did your Situation afford you an Opportunity of knowing, of what Cheit Sing's Force 

' conſiſted ? | . 

| A. Not poſitively :. Nothing but by Report. I had nothing at all to do with him, nor did I 
| know any Thing further of him, than hearing he had a large Force always; the ſeme as his 

Father had. | ; 


Q. Whether it was Mr, Haſtings's Cuſtom at any Time, to talk of publick Subjects at Dinner: 
Was it uſual for him in Company to talk about publick Affairs? | 

A. I believe I mentioned before, that I never was in Mr. Haſtings's Confidence; and I believe 
it was very unuſual for him to ſay any Thing about publick Matters. 


Q. Have you had frequent Opportunities of dining, and being in Company, with, Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. Very often. | 8 


Q. Did he uſe to talk of publick Subjects in that Sort of Society? 
A. I do not recollect that he did. 5 


. Yoy have ſaid, you did not believe the Force of the Begums could be ſufficient to extirpate 
the Engliſh; are you acquainted ſufficiently with the Eſtabliſhments, in their ſeveral Jaghires, to 
know ,what their Force was, and whether it would not have been very conſiderable, joined to 
Cheit Sing's ? | | 

A. I do not know what their Force was. 


. Whether that was not a Criſis, in which the Addition of any conſiderable Force, would 
have had great Effect upon the Succeſs of the Britiſh Arms? | | 
A. I do not know how to anſwer that Queſtion; if you mean, to oppoſe the Britiſh Troops, I 
ſhould think they would not. 


Q. Whether, from your Knowledge of Mr. Haſtings, and of the Reputation that he hed in the 
Country, you think he would have countenanced Oppreſſion in any Body whatloever ? 
A. No; I do not imagine he would. | 


. ( from a Lord. ) You ſaid, that on or about the 2oth of Auguſt, and a Month before the ſign- 
ing the Treaty of Chunar, you heard Something about a Rebellion, which induced you to make 
Preparations to aſſiſt Mr. Haſtings ; I wiſh to know what that Something was, and from whom 
you heard it ? | | 

A. I know nothing at all about the Treaty of Chunar. 


Q. You ſaid, you had your Corps in Readineſs, expecting it would be called for; the Queſtion 
put to you is, what was the Nature of the Information you had received, and from whom you 
ieceived the Infor mation, which cauſed you to hold your Corps in Readineſs ? | 

| 8 A. 
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A. I heard the Report firft in the Buſar or publick Market; then I received a Letter from Mr. 
Law at Patna, informing me there had been ſome Diſturbances at Benares, and he was afraid of 
the Con ces. Upon this I cook Alarm, and ordered a Battalion of Sepoys (Miyor Craw- 
ford's) to be got in Readineſs and ſupplied with 24 Rounds a Man. About one o Chloe next Morn- 
ning I received a publick Letter from Major Palmer, in the Governor General's Name, to detach a 
Battalion immediately, and they marched the next Morning. 


Q. Was that, on or about the 2oth of Auguſt 1781? | | 
A. I cannot charge my Memory. The Troubles n about the 18th or 2oth, and TI belieye 
it was the 21ft. 7 ume particular Days, within Two or Three Days, makes no Manner 
of Difference; it is all from my Memory, for I did not bring home thoſe publick Papers with 


A (from a Lord. ) Do you remember what Length of Time there was from your hear- 
ing that Report which made you prepare, to your actually receiving the Letter from Major 
Palmer ? | 

A. Not above Thirty-ſix Hours. 


Then the Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated they ſhould next read ſome Letters from 
Mr. Haſtings to the Vizier, to ſhew the Earneſtneſs with which Mr. Haſtings preſſed the 
Re-appointment of Colonel Hannay, even after he had Knowledge of his Miſconduct. 


Read, the following Extracts from Book 111, already delivered in. 


40 To the Nabob Vizier. Written 26th April 1780. 


13. © I have learnt, with very great Satisfaction, that your Excellency has been pleaſed to reſtore 
to Major Hannay the Charge of ſuperintending the Diſtricts of Gorickpore, &c. with which you 
formerly inveſted him. I eſteem this a Mark of your Attention to my original Recommendation 
of Major Hannay; and from the Abilities, Integrity, and Zeal for your Service, which I know he 
poſſeſſes, I am perſuaded your Excellency will have no Cauſe to repent the Appointment you have 

iven him. In order, however, that the Intention of this Appointment may not be defeated, and 
2 5 the Major may not be deprived of the Means of accompliſhing the Services expected from 
him, it is indiſpenſably neceſſary that your Excellency ſhould not only give him due Authority 
and Support, but that you ſhould convince him, as well as the immediate Rulers of the Country 
he has to ſuperintend, and above all the People about your own Perſon and Court, that you place 
an implicit Faith and Confidence in his Zeal for your Service, and will not ſuffer any Perſon 
whatever to obſtruct or thwart him in the Exertion of it. This is ſo obviouſly neceſſary that 
I truſt it is your Excellency's firm Intention to do fo, and it will be the certain Means of obviat- 
ing theſe Difficulties and vexatious Obſtacles, which I underſtand, and have every Reaſon to 
believe, were oppoſed to the Major's Endeavours when he was before employed by your Excellency 
in that Country, to the great Detriment of your Service and Government. 

« So long as your nes obſerves that Line of Conduct towards Major Hannay, 1 ſhall 
be very happy to hear of his Continuance in the Office wherein you have placed him, becauſe I 
am convinced his Labours will be attended with the moſt ſalutary Effects to your Government, 
and that Degree of Credit and Reputation to himſelf, which I always Battered * would reſult from 
my Compliance with your Excellency's firſt Requiſition of his Services, | 

„It is not my Intention to force, or even to influence your Excellency's Inclinations with 
reſpect to N Major Hannay; whatever may be my Wiſhes on this Head, I do not deſire 


Pleaſure: All I ſhall contend for is, that while he is employed by your Excellency, he be em- 
ployed in ſuch a Manner as not to bring Diſgrace on his own. Character, or Diſcredit on my Re- 
commendation. This is certainly what IJ have a Right to expect; and I think it neceſſary to de- 
clare to your Excellency, that unleſs it is complied with, it will become my Duty to recall Major 
Hannay altogether from your Service. The perſonal Regard I have for him, will not ſuffer me 
to continue him in any Situation where he is ſubje& to unbecoming Treatments; and I think much 
too highly of his Abilities, to conſent to their being thrown away in an uſeleſs Purſuit. 

« Your Excellency will not conſider this Letter as written in conſequence of any Repreſenta- 
tions from Major Hannay—he is not acquainted with writing it; and the Tenor of all the Letters 
I have received from him fince his Re- appointment to his former Charges, would encourage me 
to believe your Excellency had determined to purſue that Line of Conduct towards him, which 
I have now taken the Liberty to recommend; but Major Hannay muſt expect to meet with 
powerful Oppoſition among the Dependants of your Court, who will naturally view his Ap- 


Diſguſt, and their moſt artful Inſinuations will ever be employed to bias your Judgment, and betray 
you into their intereſted Views, This, I am. perfuaded, was the principal Source of all the Vexa- 
| tion 


sic in Orig. 


they ſhould controul yours. The Term of Major Hannay's Services depend + on your Excellency's + sic in Orig. 


poiutment, and the Confidence which you may be inclined to refort ꝓ in him, with Jealouſy and ; Sic is Orig. 
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tion and Diſappointment which the Major experienced in his former Endeavours to promote 
our Excellency's Service; and it is the Deſire I have to guard you againſt ſuch incendia 
ſigns in future, that has induced me to give you this early Declaration of my Sentiments and 
Expectations on Major Hannay's Appointment.” | 


« To Hyder Beg Khan. Written the 26th April 1780. 


14. * Having been informed, that the Vizier has been pleaſed to reſtore Major Hannay to the Office 
of ſuperintending the Diſtricts to the Eaſtward of the River Gogra; I have thought it neceſſary to 
write to his Excellency, ſignifying my Sentiments and Expectations in regard to the Major's Ap- 

ointment. 
Po As you have a principal Share in conducting the Affairs of the Nabob, and conſequently an 
Influence with him, I encloſe you a Copy of a Letter to his Excellency on the above Subject, 
that you may alſo be clearly informed of my Sentiments and Wiſhes; and as it muſt appear to 
every Man of Underſtanding or Diſcernment, that I have recommended nothing, but what tends 
to promote the Intereſts of the Nabob's Government, I do expect from you a willing and hearty 
Exertion of all your Endeavours to render my. Recommendation effectual. You muſt be well 
- acquainted with the Regard I bear Major Hannay; and you may be aſſured, that J ſhall conſider 
every Act of Kindneſs to him, as a Teſtimony of your Attention to me.” | 


To prove, that the Nabob's Complaints to Mr. Haſtings, of the Miſconduct of the 
Engliſh Officers in his Country, were ineffectual ; | 


Read, from Book 119, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Nabob 
Vizier to the Governor General, received the 1ſt February 1781, beginning at Page 
21 of the ſame. $ | 


J „ From the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla. +: Received 1ſt February 1781. 


4. © All the Officers ſtationed with the Brigade at Cawnpore, Futtyghur, Darunghur, and Fur- 
rackabad, and other Places, write Purwannas, and give poſitive Orders to the Aumils of all theſe 
Places reſpecting the Grain, &c. from which Conduct the Country will become depopulate. I 
am hopeful from your Friendſhip, that you will write to all theſe Gentlemen not to iſſue Orders, 
&c. to the Aumils, and not to ſend Troops into the Mahals of the Sircar; and for whatever Quan- 
tity of Grain, &c. they may want, they will inform me and the Reſident, ' and we' will write it to 
the Aumils, who ſhall caule it to be ſent them every Month, and I will deduct the Price of them 
from the Tuncahs. This will be agreeable both to me and to the Ryots.“ | 


« Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobind Ram. 


e J ſome Time ago wrote you the Particulars of the Conduct of the Officers, and now write 
them again. The Officers and Gentlemen who are at Cawnpore and Futtyghur, and Darunghur, 
and other Places, by different Means, act very tyrannically and oppreſfſively towards the Aumils, 
and Ryots, and Inhabitants z and to whomſoever that requires a Duſtuck, they give it with their 
own Seal affixed, and ſend for the Aumils and puniſh them. If they ſay any Thing, the Gentle- 
men make uſe of but Two Words; One, that is, for the Brigade, and the Second, that is, to 

® Sic in Orig. adminiſter Juſtice. The Particulars of it is this“, that the Bipparies will bring their Grain from all 
Quarters, and ſell for their Livelihood. There is at preſent no War to occaſion a Neceſſity for 
ſending for it. If none comes, whatever Quantity will be neceſſary every Month, I will mention 
to the Aumils, that they may bring it for Sale; but there is no Deficiency of Grain. The Gentle- 
men have eſtabliſhed Gunges for their own Advantage, called Colonel Gunge, at Darunghur, 
Futtyghur, &c. The Collections of the Cuſtoms from all Quarters they have ſtopped, and 
collected them at their own Gunges. Each Gunge is rented out at 30,000,—40,000, Rupees, 
and their Collections paid to the Gentlemen. They have eſtabliſhed Gunges where there never 
were any; and where they were, thoſe they have aboliſhed. 30, oo or 40,000 Rupees is 
the Sum they are rented at. The Collections, to the Amount of a Lack of Rupees, are 
ſtopped. Major Briſcoe, who is at Darunghur, has eſtabliſhed a Gunge, which rented out 
for 45,000 Rupees, and has ſtopped the Ghauts round about the Bipparies; and Merchants com- 
ing from Caſhmere, from Shaw lehanabeid, and bringing Shauls, and other Goods and Spices, &c. 
from all Quarters, he orders to his Gunge, and collects the Duties from the Aumils, gives them 
a Chit and a Guard, who conducts them about 500 Coſe. The former Duties are not collected. 
From the Conduct at Cawnpore, Futtyghur, Farruckabad, &c. the Duties from the Lilla of 
Gora, and Thlawa, are deſtroyed, and occaſions a Loſs of 3 Lacks of Rupees to the Duties; and 
the Loſſes that are ſuſtained in Farruckabad may be aſcertained by the Nabob Mozuffir Jung, to 
whom every Day Complaints are made; excluſive of the Aumils and Collectors, others lodge Com- 
plaints. Whatever I do, I deſire no Benefit from it; I am remedileſs and ſilent. From what hap- 
pens to me, I know that worſe will A * in other Places. The Second Word I know is from 
their Mouths only : This is the Caſe. In this Country formerly, and eyen now, whatever is to ” 
receiv 
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received or paid amongſt the Zemindars, Ryotts, and Inhabitants of the Cities, and poor People, 
neither, thoſe who can pay, or thoſe who cannot pay, ever make any Excuſe to the Shroffs, but 
when they could pay they did. In old Debts of 30 Years, whoever complain to the Gentlemen, 
they agree that | ſhall pay One-fourth, and fend Duſtucks and Sepoys to all the Aumils, the 
Chowdries, and Canoongoes, and Inhabitants of all the Towns; they ſend for every Body to do 
them Juſtice, confine them, and ſay they will ſettle the Buſineſs. So many and numerous are theſe 
Calamities, that I know not how much Room it will take up to mention them. Mr. Briſcoe is at 
Darunghur, and the Complaints of the Aumils arrive daily. I am filent. Now Mr. Middleton is 
4 let the Nabob appoint him for the ſettling all theſe Affairs, that whatever he ſhall 
order thoſe Gentlemen they will do. From this every Thing will be ſettled, and the Particulars of 
this Quarter will be made known to the Nabob. I have written this, which you will deliver to the 
Governor, that every Thing may be ſettled, and when he has underſtood it, whatever is his Incli- 
nation, he will favour me with it. The Nabob is Maſter in this Country, and is my Friend. 
There is no Diſtinction. Written the 12th Zekaida.” j ; 


| Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercuru, 21*. Matj 1788. & 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 


dence, | 
It was moved that Major Scott might be called in. 


14 


The ſame was agreed to. | 


Then, MAJOR SCOTT being called in, acquainted the Houſe that he wiſhed to 
explain an Anſwer to a Queſtion put to him in a former Examination, which he did 
not underſtand at the Time, reſpecting a Communication to Mr. Larkins. 


Then the followin g Queſtions and Anſwers were read by the Clerk. 


« Q. Was you not made the Chatinel of Communication between Mr. Larkins in India and 
the Court of Directors, reſpecting Money taken by Mr. Haſtings ? | 

« A, I was; and I will beg Leave to explain that Circumſtance alſo, by taking it up from the 
Time it originated. I think in the Month of March 1784, nearly about the Time of the Diſſo- 
Jution of Parliament, a Letter was ſent from the Court of Directors to Mr, Haſtings, defiring 
from him an Explanation of the ſeveral Sums that he had received: I think he was deſired to ſtate 
the Periods when each Sum was received, and his Reaſons. for concealing that Receipt from his 
Council. This Letter arrived in Bengal, as I underſtood, in the Month of September 1784, when 
Mr. Haſtings was at Lucknow. Mr. Haſtings came down to Calcutta in November 1784, and 
reſigned the Government of Bengal the 1ſt February 1985. It happened, that he had not ad- 
verted to that particular Paragraph from the Court of Directors, before he left Bengal; and, upon 
his Arrival in England, I mentioned this Omiſſion to him: In Conſequence of that, he wrote a 
Letter from Cheltenham, to the Court of Directors, mentioning the Circumſtances, anſwering 
their Queſtions, and telling them, that, if they wanted a full and complete Account of all the. 
Tranſactions, he referred them to Mr. Larkins, who was acquainted with the Whole of them. I 
thought that the Court of Directors might be ſatisfied with the Explanation Mr. Haſtings had them 
given, and that neither they, nor the Board of Commiſſioners, might think it worth their While 
to enquire any more about it, as they had received all the Money, and it had been expended. 
upon the Company's Account. The Event has proved, that I thought right: But I took the 
Liberty to mention to Mr. Haſtings, (from believing in my Conſcience, that he never was con- 
cerned in any pecuniary Tranſactions that he would wiſh to conceal); I took the Liberty to men- 
tion to him, that he had better, himſelf, write to Mr. Larkins, and deſire he would ſend the Ac- 
count to this Country, to the Chairman of the Court of Directors. In conſequence of that Let-. 
ter, which Mr, Haſtings did write, Mr. Larkins ſent Mr. Haſtings a Letter, directed to the Chair- 
man of the Court of Directors, containing the Account, a Part of which was juſt now read. 
Mr. Larkins aſſigned to Mr. Haſtings, as a Reaſon for ſending the Account under Cover to him, 
that, as neither he, nor the Governor General and Council, had received any Orders or Direc- 
tions, from the Court of Directors, upon this Subject, he thought he could not, with Propriety, 
addreſs them directly; and therefore had ſent the Letter to Mr. Haſtings, to deliver himſelf. Mr. 
Haſtings deſired me, as I was going into the City that Day, to give it to Mr. Michie, the Chair- 
man, though it was directed to Mr. Devaynes, who had been the Chairman the preceding Lear: 
That is the Reaſon of my delivering the Letter to Mr. Michie as I did. 


Q. The Queſtion is, Whether there was any Communication that paſſed through you? 
« A. That was the only Communication.” (a) 18515 05 | q 


— 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 566. 
Then 
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\ Then the Witneſs ſaid; To 


I beg Leave, in Explanation of that Anſwer, to ſay, that I ſuppoſed the Second Queſtion to 
relate only to any Communication that might have been made to the Court of Directors through 
me from Mr. Larkins, or ſome Perſon in Indiaz but, as it appears in the Minutes of Evidence, 
the 7 is general; and another Communication certainly did paſs through me upon the Sub- 
ject of Preſents. In the latter End of the Month of June, 1785, or early in July, I wrote a 
Letter to Mr. Devaynes, then the Chairman of the Court of Directors, in which I detailed to 
him the fulleſt Account of thoſe Preſents that it was in the Power of Mr. Haſtings to give. That 
was prior to the Date of Mr. Haſtings's Letter from Cheltenham, There is another Part of my 
Evidence which, if your Lordſhips will give me Leave, I can now ſpeak to with more Certainty 
than I did before. In conſequence of a Queſtion put to me when I was laſt examined, relative to 
the Departure of the Nymph, I anſwered as I thought the Fact was; and, upon Inquiry, I 
find it to be preciſely as I ſtated it.— The Nymph went with Sir Edward Hughes to Nega- 
patnam, and then to Trincomale; and after the Capture of Trincomale on the 15th of January 
1782, Sir Edward Hughes ſent that Ship with Diſpatches to Government; and the Letter from 
Fort William, dated in October 1781, came in the ſame Veſſel. | | 


Q. (from a Lord). In the Affidavit of Ahlaud Sing, there is an Expreſſion which, perhaps, you 
can explain; and that is, that, after a few Days, an Order came from the Colonel to Munnowur 
Khan, directing, that if the Rajah, Muſtapha Khan, had been put to Death, well—if not, ſtrike 
off his Head” (a): And, it was afterwards ſaid, that he was beheaded in conſequence. Do you 
know who the Colonel was, that is alluded to in that Affidavit ? 

A. I really do not know; but I ſhould ſuppoſe it was Colonel Hannay. 


*. (from the Managers.) When and where did you diſcover this Error in your former Evi- 
nce ? | | 

A. I diſcovered it at the Office of Mr. Cowper, the firſt Moment I read the Paſſage : I men- 
tioned it to him then, as ſoon as I read it; I believe it was the Day before Yeſterday ; and I ſaid, 
I earneſtly wiſhed to have an Opportunity of explaining it. I beg to obſerve, that it does not 
go to correct any one Part of the Evidence I have given; but it was an Error in ſuppoſing a 
Queſtion to be confined, which Queſtion, upon reading it in the Minutes of Evidence, T find to 
be general. A Queſtion was aſked me, Whether I was the Channel of Communication from 
Mr. Larkins, in India? I anſwered, pointedly and dire&ly, how far I was the Channel of 
Communication. Another Queſtion was then aſked, which I ſuppoſed to have Reference to the 
former Queſtion z but, upon reading it in the Minutes, I find it to be general: And I certainly 
did write a Letter to Mr. Devaynes, upon the ſame Subject of Preſents : It is not to correct any 
Part a wp former Evidence; but to give a direct Anſwer to a Queſtion which I did not under- 
ſtand re. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, that you did not diſcover this Miſtake before it was printed ? | 

A. Not till it was printed. diſcovered another Thing that I ſuppoſed to be an Error, which 
I found afterwards was no Error in my Evidence; — but this particular Part I did not diſcover till 
I read it; and the Moment I read it, I mentioned it to Mr. Cowper. ho 


Did Mr. Haſtings appriſe the Court of Directors that he had received a Sum of Money as 
a Preſent, when he made the Offer to apply that Money to the Service of Colonel Camac's De- 
tachment? ä | 225275 4 

A. I do not recolle& what is the preciſe Expreſlion of the Letter : It is in a publick Letter, and 
that will ſpeak better to the Point than my Recollection can. | | 


Q: Did Mr. Haſtings mention to you his having received that Sum of Money as a Preſent, at the 
Time he made that Order to the Board ? | 
A. The Tranſaction happened when I was in India, in my Way from Calcutta to Chunar : It 
happened when I had left Mr. Haſtings's Family, therefore he never mentioned any Thing of it to 
me in India at all, OT EO 
Q, Whether you do not know, that in Point of Fact, Mr. Haſtings never informed the Court 
of Directors that he had received that Preſent in any Shape, till the Court of Directors had de- 
manded an Explanation from him upon that Head ? | | 
A. Now I underſtand the Queſtion, and will anſwer it according to my Conſtruction of the 
Paſſage in Mr, Haſtings's Letter, as far as I recolle& it. He certainly did make a Communication, 
becauſe, if I am not miſtaken, the Expreſſion is this, The Money, by whatever Means it came 
into my Poſſeſſion, was not my own; and I neither could, nor would, have received it but for 
your Uſe.” Which, I think, implies clearly that it was Money received as a Preſent. 
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(a) Vide fupra, Page 240, Line 7. 
$57 3 The 


( 793 ) 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That that was directly contrary to the 
Fact. | 5 


The Counſel for the Defendant requeſted that the Letter might be read to the Wit- 
neſs, that he might have an A of knowing whether it were, or were not, 
conſiſtent with the Evidence he had juſt given. f Yi . | 


The Managers for the Commons were aſked, if there was any Thing in the 
Letter, more than what the Witneſs had repeated upon that Subject. ' 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they meant to ſpeak of the 
Firſt Letter, where Mr. Haſtings mentions having applied Money to the Uſe of Colonel 
Camac's Detachment, | | | | 


That is a Letter of the 29th of November 1780, I believe. If your Lordſhips will have the 
Goodneſs to permit me to obſerve, that the Honourable Managers and I are ſpeaking of Two 
Things perfectly different —The Honourable Managers, as I underſtand, talk of a Minute of 
Council: I fpeak of a Letter written by Mr. Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated in No- 
vember 1780, which was the Firſt Account he gave of the Preſent, and that I underſtood to be the 
Queſtion put to me. VA P0540 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Witneſs muſt have miſunderſtood - 
the Queſtion. They underſtood the Witneſs to have depoſed, that in Mr. Haſtings's 
Communication to the Court of Directors, he underſtood the Subftance of what Mr. 
Haſtings ſaid, to imply that he had received a Preſent. That might poſſibly be ſo in 
the Letter; but what they meant to ſhew was, that the Witneſs in ſtating that, muſt 
have been incorrect; becauſe; in Point of Fact he mentioned it in another View, and 
not in a Way to juſtify the Witneſs, or any Perſon, in ſaying that it was ſtated as a 
Preſent ; that they referred to the Minute of Council for that 22 to any 
Letters of Dates long ſubſequent, they were not material to the Queſtion, | 


The Witneſs ſaid, 


It is a Letter. from Mr. Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated Fort William, the 2gth No- 
vember 1780: In that Letter he ſays; „The Money, by whatever Means it came into my Poſ- 
ſeſſion, was not my own, that I had myſelf no Right to it, nor could, or would have received it, 
but for the Occaſion which prompted me to avail myſelf of the accidental Means, which were at 
that Inſtant afforded me of accepting and converting it to the Property and Uſe of the Company.” 
'This is the Letter of which I ſpoke. | * 


Qt. That is what you applied your Explanation to? 
A. Exactly. , f | - : 0 . 
The Managers for the Commons ,were aſked, if there was any other Queſtion 
which they wiſhed to put by way of Explanation. 8 | 
The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Letter which they alluded to, ſent 
afterwards from the Court of Directors to Mr. Haſtings, was dated the 25th of January - 
1782; in which (alluding to this Tranſaction, of his offering to ſupply the Expence of 
Colonel Camac's Detachment, as appears by the Minutes of Council) they ſay, 


la regard to the Firſt of theſe Tranſactions, we readily conceive that in the then State of the 
Council the Governor General might be induced to temporary Secrecy reſpecting the Members of 
the Board, not only becauſe he might be apprehenſive of Oppoſition to the propoſed Application 
of the Money, but perhaps becauſe Doubts might have ariſen concerning the Propriety o appro- 
1 it to the Company's Uſe on any account: But it does not appear to us that there could 
any real Neceſſity for delaying to communicate to us immediate Information of the Channel by 
which the Money came into his Poſſeſſion, with a complete Illuſtration of the Cauſe or Cauſes of 
ſo extraordinary an Event. „ 8. PE CW 
« « Circumſtanced as Affairs were at the Moment, it appears that the Governor General had the 
Meaſure much at Heart, and judged it abſolutely neceſſary. The Means propoſed of defraying 
the extra Expence were very extraordinary, and the Money, as we conceive, muſt. have come into 
- his Hands by an unuſual Channel; and when more complete Information comes before us, we 
ſhall give our Sentiments fully upon the whole Tranſaction:? | | 


That, in anſwer to this Letter of the 25th of January 1782, Mr. Haſtings makes a 


Communication that the Money was a Preſent, but conceals from whom that Preſent © * 


was taken. The Witneſs, in his former Evidence, ſtates that Mr, Haſtings did com- 
Wor 9 ä municate 


. 


Monday. 


already delivered in, beginning at Page 1306 of the ſame. 
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municate that he had received a Preſent when he firſt received the Money, and when 
he firſt made the Offer to the Board, and that he afterwards communicated to him 
that that Preſent was received from Cheit Sing; whereas it appears here that he did 
not make any Communication of the Means by which the Money came into his 
Hands; but, upon the Court of Directors rebuking him, and requiring an Expla- 
nation, then he made that |, tary and half Confeſſion that it was a Preſent, but con. 


ceals from whom. They defired the Witneſs therefore to be aſked, 


Q. Whether that Fact did not contradict his former Evidence ? Ny 

A. I am perfectly clear without having the Evidence before me, or looking at it, that it is pre 
ciſely agreeable to my former Evidence, and that there is not the ſmalleſt Contradiction of any 
Kind; but the Word © Board” has been introduced in the Obſervations juſt made, which I never 
made uſe of in my former Evidence. TI referred to this Letter to the Court of Directors, and never 
ſaid a Syllable of any Thing that paſſed at the Board about the Money, I am perfectly convinced 
that it will be found correct. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw, 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next proceed 


to a Head of Evidence, which they ſhould call Subornation of Letters, in order to 


ſhew, that, beſides the general Practice of ſuppreſſing Correſpondence, Mr. Haſtings 


and Mr. Middleton were themſelves the Fabricators of almoſt all the Letters of the 


Nabob, which were favourable to their Views. | 
Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 21ſt May 1781, from Book 3 5, 
Fort William, 12th May 1781. 


, « At a Council Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 


| And Edward Wheler Eſq. | 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abſent on Command at the Preſidency 
boobf Fort Saint George. 
« From the Nabob Vizier to the Governor General. Received the 20th May. 


I have frequently written to you, that I cannot ſubmit to the Authority of Two Gentlemen, 
and deſiring that you would. recall Mr. John Briſtow, and engage by Writing to continue Mr. 
Middleton for ever with me; becauſe, from the Beginning to this Time, I have never deviated 


from the Friendſhip of the Company and you. I have been for a long Time hopeful, that, 


from the encreaſed Friendſhip, I ſhall be in Peace, and relieved from all Difficulties, and par- 
ticularly at this Time, when, agreeable to my Wiſhes, you have, by the Bleſſing of God, the 
Power. You have frequently promiſed, in Anſwer ta my Requeſt, that you would ſend for me, 
but as yet you have never done it. The Particulars of Mr. Briſtow are as follow: He openly 
and publickly declares, that he is in Expectation of Orders from Europe, giving him entire 
Authority over the Affairs of this Quarter; and that he has ſuch Connection and Intereſt with 


the Gentlemen in Europe, that Orders for his Authority will moſt certainly be fent ; and that 


he will not give up the Point for Ten, Fifteen, or Twenty Years; that he now remains ſilent, 
but will at laſt receive full Powers, and will then call me to an Account for my Behaviour 
to him. Theſe Expreſſions there can be no Doubt of, as they are publickly ſpoken. As ſuch 
Declarations and Threats made uſe of by him, are an Inſult to you, and an Injury to the Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs here; I am therefore certain you will not conſent to my ſuffering ſuch 
Diſtreſſes. For God's Sake do not be unfavourable in this Matter, but recall Mr. John Briſtow 
from hence, and grant me a written Agreement, ſpecifying that Mr. Middleton ſhall be con- 
tinued for ever with me ; and, to prevent his applying to Europe, ſend me, if you think proper, 
the Drafts of Letters which I may write to the King, the Vizier, and the Chiefs of the Company; 
and do you alſo write, From your Favour and Kindneſs, let this be done without Delay. 

NT A true Tranſlation. | 

(Signed) Edward Colebrook, Perſian Tranſlator.” (a) 


| Read, alſo, the following Extra& from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, 
beginning at Page 1312 of the ſame, | | 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobind Ram. 


T1 have frequently written to the Nabob Amaud ud Dowlab, about the Recall of Mr. John 
Briſtow, and the Nabob promiſed he would ſoon do it; but to this Time he has not had an 
Opportunity of daing it. In the mean while, Mr. Briſtow reſides here, and has come twice to 


ry . — 


. (a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXV. 
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pay a Viſit; but I have not yet returned it, not will. J return it. He is now expecting Order 
from Europe, which, he ſays, will give him ſale and entire Authority, Repreſent this to the 
Nabob in private. 'By the B of God, you are wiſe, and acquainted with all Matters. 
This long Delay, after Mr. Briſtow has been told that he will be recalled to Calcutta, is a Di- 
grace to both Sides. I imagine the Nabob is acting prudently, ſo as to prevent Mr. Briſtow's 
' Attempt from reaching Europe; otherwiſe how could the Orders from Calcutta have been ſo 
delayed? By the Bleſſing of God, at this Time the Nabob, conformable to the Wiſhes of 
his Friends, has got the Power; it is therefore neceſſary for him to attend to the Concerns of 
his Friends, and to recall Mr. Briſtow from hence, and grant a Sunnud, in the Nature of an 
Engagement, for Mr. Middleton to remain here for ever. If it is proper, I will write to the King, 
the Vizier, and the Chief of the Company, in fuch Manner as he ſhall direct, and in the W 
which he ſhall order, that Mr, Briftow's Views may be thwarted there. A long Time has paſſed 
in anxious Expectation; let him now be favourable to me, and recall Mr. Briſtow without Delay. 
Should any further Delay in this Matter, or no Apſwer be returned to my Letters, being 
remedileſs, I will, without the Permiſſion or Knowledge of the Nabob, leave this Place and go to 
the Nabod's Preſence. Why is Bahar Ally Khan till in that Quarter? Do you mention it to 
the Nabob, and procure his Diſmiſſion from thence, that he may come to Fizeabad ; and let the 
Nabob write to my Mother, that when he comes in Perſon to this Quarter, he will dg whatevef 
the Nature of Affairs ſhall require. TOYS 7% | 
% « A true Tranſlation, 
(Signed) Edward Colebrooke, 
| ._ « Perſian Tranſlator.” (a) 


| Read, from Book 120, already delivered in, the following Extract of A Letter 
from Rajah Gobind Raum to the Vizier, dated the 27th Auguſt, 1782, 


« 27. Extract of an Arzie; written from Rajah Gobind Raum to the Vizier, by the Governor 
Ez 11-5 SGeneral's Directions. Written the 27th Auguſt, 17828. 
This Day the Governor General ſent for me in private. After recapitulating the various 

Informations he had received reſpecting the Anarchy and Confuſion ſaid to reign throughout your 

Highneſs's Country, and Complaints that neither your Highneſs, or Hyder Beg Khan, or Mr. 

Middleton, or Mr. Johnſon ever wrote to him on the State of your Affairs, or if he ever re- 

ceived a Letter from your Preſence it always contained Aſſertions contrary to the above Informa- 

tions, the Governor General proceeded as follows: That it was his Intention to have appointed 

Mr. David Anderſon to attend upon your Highneſs, but that he was ſtill with Scindia, and there was 

no Proſpect of his ſpeedy Return from his Camp; therefore, it was now his Wiſh to appoint Mr. 

John Briſtow, who was well experienced in Buſineſs, to Lucknow, That when Mr. Briſtow for- 

merly held the Office of Reſident there, he was not appointed by him ; and that notwithſtanding 

he had not ſhewn any Inſtances of Diſobedience, yet he had deemed it neceſſarygto recal him, be- 
cauſe he had been patronized and appointed by Gentlemen who were in Oppoſition ta him and 
had counteracted and thwarted all his Meaſures; that this had been his Reaſon for recalling Mr. 

Briſtow, that ſince Mr. Francis's Return to Europe, and the Arrival of Information there of the 

Death of the other Gentlemen, the King and the Company had declared their Approbatian of his 

(the Governor General's) Conduct, and had conferred upon him the moſt ample Powers; that 

they had ſent out Mr, Macpherſon, who was his old and particular Friend, and that Mr. Stables, 

who was on his way here as a Member of the Supreme Council, was alfo his particular Friend: 

That Mr. Wheler had received Letters from Europe, informing him that the Members of Coun- 

eil were enjoined all of them to co-operate and act in Conjunction with him, in every Meaſure 

which ſhould be agreeable to him, and that there was no one in Council now, who was not united. 
with him, and „ that his Authority was perfect and complete: That Mr. Briſtow, as 
it was known to me, had returned to Europe; but that during his Stay there he had never ſaid any 

Thing diſreſpectful of him, or endeavoured to injure him; on the contrary, he had received Ac- 

counts from Europe that Mr. Briſtow had ſpoken much in his Praiſe, ſo that Mr. Briſtow's 

Friends there had become his Friends: That Mr. Briſtow had lately been introduced to him by 

Mr. Macpherſon, had explained his paſt Conduct perfectly to his Satisfaction, and had requeſted 

from him the Appointment to Lucknow, and declared, in the Event of his obtaining the 

Appointment, that he ſhould ſhew every Mark of Attention and Obedience to the Pleaſure of 

your Highneſs, and his, the Governor's, ſaying that your Highneſs was well pleaſed with him, and 

that he knew what you had written formerly was at the Inkixatien of Mr. Middleton. That in 
conſequence of the foregoing, he the Governor had determined to have appointed Mr. Briſtaw to 

Lucknow, but had poſtponed his Diſmiſſion to his Office for. the following Reaſons, (viz.) Peaple 

at Lucknow might think that Mr, Briſtow had obtained his Appointment in conſequence of Orders 

from Europe, and contrary to the Governor's Inclination, but as the contrary was the Caſe, and 
as he now conſidered Mr. Briſtow as the Object of his own particular Patronage, therefore he 
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directed me to forward Mr. Briſtow's Arzie to the Preſence, and that it was the Governor's Wiſh, 
that your Highneſs, on the Receipt thereof, would write a Letter to-him, and, as from yourſelf, 
requeſt of him that Mr. Briſtow may be appointed to Lucknow, and that you would write an 
Anſwer to this Arzie expreſſive of your perſonal Satisfaction on the Subject. The Governor con- 
cluded with Injunctions, that until the Arrival of your Highneſs's Letter, requeſting the Appoint- 
ment of Mr. Briſtow, and your Anſwer to this Arzie, that I ſhould wg) Particulars of this - 
Converſation a profound Secret, for that the Communication of it to any Perſon whatever would 
not only cauſe his Diſpleaſure, but would throw Affairs at Lucknow into great Confuſion. The 
preceding is the Subſtance of the Governor's Directions to me. He afterwards went to Mr. Mac- 
pherſon's, and I attended him; Mr. Briſtow was there. The Governor took Mr. Briſtow's * 
Arzie from his Hand and delivered it into mine, and thence proceeded to Council: Mr. Briſtow's 
Arzie and the following Particulars I tranſmit and communicate by the Governor's Directions. 
And I requeſt that I may be favoured with the Anſwer to this Arzie, and the Letter to the Go- 
vernor, as ſoon as poſſible, as his Injunctions to me were very particular on the Subject. 


Read, the following Letters from the Nabob Vizier to Rajah Gobindram, from 

Book 121, already delivered in. 2 5 

« Copies of Letters from the Nuwab Vizier to Raja Govindram, 
| 2. | Received the 1ſt January 1783. 
« Ne 1, Dated the 10th Shawal 1196 Hegeree. ＋ 

„The Arzie which you have ſent is arrived. As to the Commands of Mr. Haſtings, which you 
write on the Subject of the Diſtraction of the Country, and the Want of Information from me, and 
his Wiſhes, that as Mr. John Briſtow has ſhewn ſincere Wiſhes and Attachment to Mr. Haſtings, I 
ſhould write for him to ſend Mr. John Briſtow; it would have been proper and neceſſary for you 
privately to have underſtood what were Mr. Haſtings's real Intentions. Whether the Choice of 
ſending Mr. John Briſtow was his own Deſire, or whether it was in Compliance with Mr. Mac- 
herſon's, that I might then have written conformably thereto, Writings are now ſent to you for 
th Caſes: Having privately underſtood the Wiſhes of Mr. Haſtings, deliver which ever of the 
Writings he ſhall order you; for I ſtudy Mr. Haſtings's Satisfaction; whoever is his Friend is mine, 
and whoever is his Enemy is mine; but in both theſe Caſes my Wiſhes are the ſame, that having 
conſented to the Paper of Queſtions, which Major Davy carried with him, and having given me 
the Authority of the Country, whomever he may afterwards appoint, I am ſatisfied. I now am 
brought to great Diſtreſs by theſe Gentlemen who ruin me. In caſe of Conſent, I am contented with 


Majors Davy and Palmer. Hereafter whatever may be Mr. Haſtings's Deſire, it is beſt.” 


Ne 2, Dated the 13th Shawal 1196 Hegeree. 


I have ſeen your Arzie.—As to what you have written according to Mr, Haſtings's Orders, 
of the Repreſentation of the Gentlemen about the Diſtreſs of the Country, the Robberies by Da 
and Murders by Night, and the Quarrels between Families far and near, and that neither myſelf, 
nor Mr. Middleton, nor Hyder Beg Khan write; the Repreſentation of ſuch Matters, is 'as if 
any one ſhould ſay, Why are you raiſing Duſt from the Water of the River?” What Anſwer 
ſhall I write to this? The Gentlemen having from afar ſhewn Favour to me for the Government 
of this Place, repreſent this Situation of the Country, and this Want of Information from all; 
but there is no ſuch Diſtreſs here, and I am not ignorant in ſuch a Degree as not to comprehend 
my own Intereſt or Prejudice. On this Pretence, it having been ſettled to ſend Mr. Briſtow, it is 
requeſted that I write to Mr. Haſtings for him to be ſent. Repreſent to Mr. Haſtings, that 
whatever Agreement was made at Chunarghar, I fully abide by it; and that it is my Hope, that 
he will likewiſe, from his Friendſhip, adhere to the ſame Plan of Agreement, and that there be no 


Deviation from it.” | | 
« N* 3.” Dated the 13th Shawal 1196 Hegeree. 
« Your Arzie has been ſeen.— Lou have written according to the Orders of Mr. Haſtings, 


upon the Expoſition of the. Gentleman; the Diſtreſs of the Country; the Thefts and Robberies 
by Day, and Murders by Night; and family Quarrels; that neither myſelf, nor Mr. Middleton, 


nor Mr. Johnſon, nor Hyder Beg Cawn write; that it had been reſolved to ſend Mr. John Briſtow 


from his Attachment and Zeal for the Service of Mr. Haſtings, and that you requeſt that I ſhould 
write to Mr, Haſtings to ſend that Gentleman. Having circumſtantially conſidered, what ſhall I 
anſwer to the Expoſition of the Gentleman, of the Diſtreſs of the Country, and the Non-informa- 
tion from me and the others; it is like the Proverb of raifing Duſt from the Waters of the River. 


The Gentlemen make all theſe Accuſations for their own Continuance and Confirmation in Autho- 


rity. Having kindly intereſted themſelves in my Affairs, they thus repreſent and write to Mr. Haſtings 
the Situation of my Country far and near. All this is the Diligence and Zeal of the Gentlemen 
towards me. I am not in ſuch a Degree ignorant as not to know what is, or what is not, for my 
Advantage. Bound Hand and Foot, I am wheeled round by the Rage of the River, and then 


you tell me, be wiſe, do not wet your Garment. I am aſſured that the Friendſhip which the 
1 . | Gentlemen 


( 797.) 


Gentlemen here ſhew to, me, is not known to Mr. Haſtings and the Gentlemen of the. Council, If 

it were fully known, it is certain that they could not have countenanced ſuch Conduct. I am 
in a ſtrange Situation, that my Life is even diſagreeable to me. Mr. Johnſon has appointed 
Aumils, and Peſhkars, and Foujedars on his Part, and he has made me his Toſhuekjee to give 
the Kelets; and when ' Mr. Johnſon's Orders arrive, if there be any Inſtant's Delay, he is an 

1 am like a Chuppagur to affix the Seal, and I am obliged to write whatever the Aumildars ap- 


pointed by him wiſh, whether conformable or contrary to Cuſton ; and the Delay of a Moment 


is the Cauſe of Anger. As my Condition is come to this Paſs, what Pleaſure is there left in 
Life? Repreſent to Mr. Haſtings, that whatever be my Reaſons of Complaint or Thanks, they 


ariſe only from my Deſtiny, and not from any Perſon : That after the Troubles of many Years, - 


he has favoured me, and fixed a Mode of Eaſe and Quiet: That I have paid from my Country and 
Houſe the Company's Money; and that he has told me, this Major Palmer, that after paying the 
Atreats to the End of the Year 1189, he would give me the Authority of the Country in the Year 

1190: That I myſelf, making the Bundebuſt of the Country, ſhould cauſe the Brigade to be paid 
Month by Month; and that the Authority and Offices of rhe Gentlemen eſtabliſhed here ſhould 
ceaſe, and one Gentleman ſhould remain here. Accordingly, Mr. Davy has carried with him my 

Paper of Propoſitions ; and it is now ordered, that Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon having 
neglected to give Information, Mr. Briſtow for that Cauſe has been choſen, that he may ſettle the 
Affairs here: That I am ſtreightened by the Authority of the Gentlemen who are here: That 
however what be the Intentions of Mr. Haſtings towards me ? will he give the Authority of the 
Country to me with Honour and Credit? Or, being .more than the former Degree diſhonoured, 
ſhall the Authority of the Gentlemen be encreaſed, that they may ruin me? That ſhould he, from 
his Favour, fix my Autherity according to my Wiſhes, and the Paper of Propoſitions which 
Major Davy carried with him, my Requeſt is, that he appoint Majors W. Palmer and Davy, 
that remaining with me, they may reccive the Money. Beſides, whomever he pleaſes let him 
appoint: I am a Dependant on his Satisfaction. If the Authority of the Country be not with me, 
what Satisfaction can I have in remaining in this Place, where I experience ſuch Diſtreſs and ill 
Uſage? The Country is at his Service, let him appoint whom he' likes, that they may them- 


ſelves govern the Country. My Requeſt is, that going to Calcutta, I may remain with my Friend, 


Mr. Haſtings. I have no Remedy but his Satisfaction and my Reſpect to him.“ 


Read, from Book 1 20, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Governor 


General to Hyder Beg Khan, dated the 2oth October 1782. 
t « 28. To Hyder Beg Khan: Written 20th October 1782. 


When Mr. Briſtow lately addreſſed the Nawab, upon the Subject of my Intentions to appoint 
him to the Office of Reſident at the Court of the Nawab Vizier, on the Part of this Government, 


provided that the Nawab himſclf had no perſonal Objection to him, I directed Raja Gobind Raum 
to receive and forward the Letter, and to inform the Nawab, that the Appointment of Mr. Briſ- 
tow ſhould depend upon his Pleaſure, Which in all Things I have made it my Study to conſult 
and promote; but leſt the Nawab, from the Recollection of paſt Tranſactions, might miſconſtrue 
my Recommendation into an oſtenſible Profeſſion, and on that Account expreſs Reluctance to aſſent 
to the Appointment, I deſired Raja Gobind Raum to explain very particularly to the Nawab, 
both that I had a very high Eſteem for Mr. Briſtow, and an entire Confidence in his Attachment 
and Integrity, and the Reaſons which had produced this Alteration in my Sentiments reſpeQing 
that Gentleman; at the ſame Time I mentioned the Defection and Treachery of Almas Ali Khan, 
and the difordered State to which he had abandoned the Province of Do-aub, and the other Pro- 
vinces of which he had the Charge. The like Symptoms appear in the Conduct of the Aumil of 


Rohilkand, and the general Diſobedience and Confuſion which prevailed in every Part of the 


Nawab's Dominions, of which, though known to all Mankind, I never received any Information, 


either from the Nawab, yourſelf, or from Mr. Middleton. In Anſwer to this Letter, Raja Gobind - 


Raum received a Perwanna from the Nawab, containing Complaints and Reproaches at my In- 
terference in his Affairs, and his Unwillingneſs to receive any Agent from me, but without any 
pray Diſlike to Mr. Briſtow, in whoſe Appointment he ſhould acquieſce, if I choſe to make ir, 
heſe Sentiments, and theſe Expreſſions, are neither conſonant to the Benevolence of the Nawab's 
Temper, nor to the Friendſhip which I know he poſſeſſes for me, but were dictated for other Pur- 
ſes, known to yourſelf only; they are your Sentiments, and your Expreſſions, and not the 
awab's : But my Aſtoniſhment at the other Parts of the Perwanna is not to be expreſſed, for it 
declares all which I had ſaid reſpecting Almas Ally Khan, and the diſordered State of the Nawab's 
Government, to be entirely falle, and without Foundation, and the Inventions of incendiary People; 
and that the Nawab's Government enjoyed the moſt perfect Tranquillity and Peace: Either 
theſe Affirmations were dictated by the Nawab, or written without his Knowledge; if they were 
dictated by the Nawab, they were ſuch as would not admit of a Reply from me in an immediate 
Addreſs to himſelf, becauſe I mult have told him that he was deceived, and kept in utter Igno- 
rance of his own Affairs, at the fame Time that the whole World, except himſelf, ſaw the 
Condition they were in, and the Deſtruction that was hanging over him; if the Letter was 
written in the Nawab's Name, but without his Knowledge, what muſt have been ycur Opinion of 
Ct Ys | 9 R | | me, 
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me, that could induce you to attempt ſo groſs a Deception upon my Underſtanding ? in either 
Caſe your Conduct is without Excuſe ;—its Object 1 plainly ſee: By the Authority of the 
Nawab Vizier, you mean your on: When you, make the Nawab to complaly of the Uſurpation 
upon that Authority, and to aſſert his Right to the uncontrouled Increaſe of it, the plain Interpre. 
tation of this is, that you yourſelf lay Claim, to the Uſurpation of his Authority, and to the un- 
controuled Exerciſe of it. And how has it been exerciſed? I ſhall not repeat Particulars, having 
already written to you fully upon them, and the Subject is unpleaſant; but I muſt tell you, that 
ſuch is their Notoriety, that the Report of them is echoed to me from all Parts of Hindoſtan and 
Decan, and the moſt alarming Apprehenſions are expreſſed by my Agents employed in the remote 
Affairs of this Government, leſt they ſnould attract the Hoſtilities of other Powers, and impede 
the Pacifications which are now, and have been for ſome Time paſt, impending. nn Yo 5 

.* [ write thus plainly to you from two Motives; the Firſt is, to ſhew how thin the Veil is by 
which you attempt to cover this Policy, and of courſe to convince you that I ſhall receive and 
conſtrue every ſimilar Declaration, however made to me from the Nawab, and every Letter written 
in his Name, tending to deſtroy or leſſen the Friendſhip ſubſiſting between us, as your Declaration, 
and as your Letter: The Second is, that as I do not ſo much aſcribe theſe Artifices to you, 
as to the evil Counſels and Encouragements which you have lately received from other Perſons, 
whoſe Names I need not mention, you may ſee and know on what Terms you may expect hereafter 
to retain. my Friendſhip and Support, which I have hitherto given you. For the reſt, I refer you 
to: Mr. Briſtow; to whom, both verbally and in Writing, I have communicated every Tittle of my 


* 


Sentiments, Intentions, and Expectations upon this Subject.“ 


Read, from Book 122, already delivered in, the following Letter from Fize Ullah 
Khan to his Vakeel Buktawa Sing, beginning at Page 51 of the ſame. | 


« Copy of a Letter from Fize Ullah Khan to his Vakeel Buktawa Sing. 


Every One of the Engliſh Gentlemen, and Officers of the Army, reſiding in this Quarter, 
write to me reſpecting the Buſineſs in Hand, and other Matters, as it ſeems beſt to them. If 
I comply with every Thing which each of them writes or ſays to me, they are pleaſed: If I act 
otherwiſe they are angry; and ſhew their Reſentment by Accuſations and falſe Charges againſt 
me.—In this Dilemma I know not how to act: Do you repreſent theſe Matters to the Governor, 
and ſtate to him, that I can act under the Orders of One Perſon, but not under a Number—And . 
write me word what Anſwer he gives.—Further, prevail on the Governor to write me a Letter, 
with the Name of the Gentleman I am to attend to, and ſend it to me, that I may act accord- 
ingly; and diſregarding the Orders of every one who chuſes to direct me, may not trouble my- 
ſelt whether they are angry or pleaſed. | 

Mr. Middleton wrote me, that a War had broke out between the Engliſh and French, and de- 
fired that I would ſend him a Letter agreeable to a Draft he encloſed me; and I accordingly wrote 
to him and the Governor, agreeable to that Draft; the Contents of which you may learn from the 
Copy of it.— The Caſe is, that my Horſe are ready to go any where, and upon any Service they 
may be deſired, and will act with Vigour and Spirit on all Occaſions; but they will not learn the 
Engliſh Exerciſe, or be ſubject to Ss Subaltern Officers of the Army, ſuch as Adjutants, &c. 
Make a Repreſentation of this Matter, which is highly neceſſary ; for ſhould they be expected at 
the Time of Action to perform the Engliſh Exerciſe, it would occaſion a Diſappointment, which 
would be very improper.” 


Read, from Book 115, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Vizier 
to the Governor General, Mr. Macpherſon, received on the 21ſt April 1785. 


« Extract of a Letter from the Vizier, Received 21ſt April 1985, 


4 69. I deſire nothing but your Satisfaction, and hope that ſuch Orders as relate to the Friend- 
ſhip between the Company and me, and as may be your Pleaſure, may be written in your own 
private Letters to me, through Major Palmer, in your Letters to the Major, that he may, in 
Obedience to your Orders, properly explain them to me; and whatever may be ſettled, he may 
firſt in Secret inform you of it, and afterwards I may write to you, having learnt your Pleaſure. In 


this Way, the Secrets will be known to your Mind alone, and the Advice upon all the Concerns will 
be given in a proper Manner.” (a) 3 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that the laſt Letter, and 
the Letter they were now about to read, were written to the Government after Mr. 
Haſtings had left Calcutta; but that the Purpoſe for which they produced them, was 
to ſhew, that, after Mr. Haſtings quitted the Government, the Nabob was deſirous to 
know 1f he ſhould continue the above mentioned Practice with his Succeſſor. 


Read, from the ſame Book, the following Extract of a Letter from Hyder Beg 
Khan to the Governor General, Mr. Macpherſon, received the 2 1ſt April 1785. 


. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXXIX. 
7 « No. 


0 755 y 
+ bra © No. y. Extract ot. a Letter forn, Hyder Beg Khan, ech Vi a ft Arn 1783 W. 
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«] hav that ſuch Orders and Commands as relate to the Friendſhip Mair Pal his Elghhneſs's!: 


and the Com 's Governments, and to your Will, may; be ſent 


own private Letters, or in your Letters to the Major, w 2 is appoi 12d fl yo Noe n ice 
of- his Highneſs, that) in / Obedience: td your Orders, he may ee nan rx 


and whatever Affair may be ſettd, he mayrfirſt ſecretly e eee de ang 
Highneſs may, conformahly thereto, write: an Anſwer, -aod I alſo m nenne | . 
tem, your Pleaſure will always be fully made known to his Highneſs, 41 an 
execute whatevet may be your Orders,” withourYeviati be e nd che, Repite 


ſentations of intereſted 6 be approved oi becauſe; s:Highneſs EET” TER 
Wil; and I your Servant am does in Obedience and Service; and I make no Excuſes 6d 1 yur, 


TOS UH inne Mor 
The. for the Comment acquainted the Houſe, they * next 


ſhew,-. that-; beſides the general Practice of.;Subarnation,of Letts gan 
directing what the: Nabob and his Miniſters ſhould 9 ET Hal} ting 0 8 


from the Knowledge of his Council and the a bc aac the. Whole of the 1 
Correſpondence, from the hy "Ther IVEY hen,, an hi 
Co ſu Parts it as et ou nt proper t-bahind: i ag 
F on Wan ahon enrrI gle renal IE cored rhe 
H iet write) ( 101 3n9w. of 140 Wor 8 to. 2218) 
Read; the following Extract of -Confaltaon of: the. 19 h 1K E 15 
Book 1505 already e eee eee od Ane 0 hott 100 
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* Q7 As 


* The Perſian ee attending in Obedience — a reports, . finca 
the End of the Year 1781, there have been no Books of Correſpondence _— big Qffive, ber 
cauſe, from that Time until the late Governor 'Genera}'s Departure, he was employ t once by 
the Governor General to manage the Correſpondence, during a ſhort Viſit which Major. Davy, tha 
Military Perſian Interpreter, paid, by the Governor's Orders, to Lucknow: That, during, that 
whole Period of Three Years, he remained entirely ignorant af the Cotreſpaadenge, ag he was ap- 


lied to on no Occaſion except for a few Papers, ſometimes ſent to Ran eee, whigh 
e always returned to them as ſoon as tranſlate . 2027 01, 200; 


« The Perſian Tranſlator has received from Mr. Scott, ſince * late Grun neee De- 


parture, a Trunk, containing Engliſh Drafts and Tranſlations, and the Perſian Originals of Les 
ters and Papers, with Three Books in the Perſian Language, containing Copies, of Letters written 


between Auguſt 1982 and January 1785; and if the Board ſhould, pleaſe: to order the Secretaries 
of the General Department to furniſh him with Copies of all Tranſlations and. Drafts recorded, i 
their Conſultations, between the iſt January. 1782 and g iſt January 1785. he thinks chat he 

be able, with what he hes pou in Captain Scott's men to make vp the! Correſpondence, for 


that Period. 
Gene). Edward Colebrook, 0 
Feuer Trandlazor,” . 


The Managers for the commons acquainted the Houſes, they ba * cloſed this Head 
of Evidence.—They wiſhed next to aſcertain a FaCt-reſpedt 
in the Benares Narrative, purporting to be written on 5 2 November 1781, to 
prove, that no ſuch Letter was written at that Time, nor received, or entered upo 
the Conſultations at Calcutta; for which Purpoſe they deſired Mr. e Hydon 
might be called in. | 

Accordingly Mr. HUDSON was called in, and the Benares Narrative being nenn 
him, the following Queſtion was put: OY 

Q. Have you looked at a Letter in that Book, dated Chunar, 29th Noyember 1781, f 995 
Warren Haſtings, and directed to Ed. . and L# ohn M'Pherign, Eiquiſch Nene z of 


the Council at Fort William? (3) 
A. I hae. 


Pa. Whether you have ſearched the Conſultations i nod Records tranſmitted from Calcutta che 
riod, and whether any ſuch Letter appears upon them ? 


1 examined the Correſpondence ſome T1 ime ago for the Purpoſe, and, at that Time, I could 
not it. 


. { 


—  * * + 


+ $ error Þ 2 K K ˙ -a . 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne LXXX. (5) Vide ſupra, Page 138. 
| 3 Q. Have 


— — 


(the? 


the Date of a 8 


„ sie in Orig, 


+ Sic in Orig. 


( 800 ). 


A. I have not. I never ſaw it; except in the Copy of the Narrative ſent from Calcutta, and in 
this prize Coppeo- id bt fot oo bot an oben ens han wabr 0! govt n gde 1 u 
The Withels'was directed to withdraw," OO 0 © 


Tf 1 195, | ' i | | dS 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houle, they would next proceed to 
a Correſpondence, containing an exact Narrative and Hiſtory of the Seizure of the 
Treaſures, previous to their calling Mr. Middleton to that Point: 
1 7 . fa Py 1 eit e et ef eee er eee edit „ene tac * 
Read, a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Middleton, dated the 1 5th of November” 
1781, already delivered in (a) at the Bar, as follows. e. 

ei 55 * ö 7 . 


« To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, 


44 


, ' 144118 ' 
wv A $4530 | 5 its oY 


rea Lit 
: Lucknow. . 
| . Sir, 2 | 22 You, 90. ; | 5 its tonne Chunar,” 1 th Nov. 158 1. 

In your Letter, dated the 17th October, I find it generally. aſſerted, by Lieutenant Colonel 
Hannay, in the Extracts quoted from his Letters, and confirmell by: yourſelf, that, during the late 
Revolt of this Province, Levies, both of Horſe and Foot, were openly made at Fyzabad, both b 
the Begums and by Cheyt Sing's Agents, in his. Name and for his Uſe; that theſe Levies were dii- 
patched to Benaris, publickly as his, One Party of; 1000 Horſe and Foot, under the Command of 
Shake Cawn : That Jewar Ally Cawn, in the Chowk of Fyzabad, aſked every Man who bore 
the Appearance of a Soldier, Why he went not to Cheyt Sing for Service: That Futteh Sab, 
Ghunooroy, and Ajeet Mul, had croſſed ro Majowley, urged to that Step by Cheyt' Sing, who 
had ſupplied them with Money, and; promiſed them great Sums, if they would but put the whole 
Country into Confuſion: That the principal Zemindars had all Certificates under the Seal of 
Cheyt Sing, that he would ſupply them with whatever Money they might require for ſubſiſting 
all the Troops they could raiſe; that it was the general Belief of every Man in that Part of the 
Country, that it was a concerted Plan for the Extirpatidh of the Engliſh; that the whole Country, 
from Goonda to Maujee, and from Fyzabad to the Benaris Diſtrict, and acroſs from the Gogra 
to the Ganges, was in the utmoſt Ferment; that if we met with a Check at  Benaris, every Man 
in the Country was ready to fall on our ſcattered Parties: That the Inſurrection was not partial, 
but generally ſpread throughout the Whole; and if he (Colonel H.) might truſt to his Informa- 
tion, it was already begun, and would ſoon rage as violently in Shahjehanpoor, Rohilcund, Cora, 
and the Doaub.'' © . en. onen J ist esel Ge: 1631.90] 
- «Theſe are Facts of ſuch Moment to the publick Service, and fo neceſſary both to the Means 
which may be required for our future Preſervation, and to the Juſtification of what has paſſed, and 
to what may be done to the ſame End, that I think it proper that they ſhould: be verified in the 
moſt authentick and ſacred Manner; I muſt therefore requeſt and require of you, in my Name, to 
call upon Lieutenant Colonel Hannay, Major Macdonald, Captain Williams, and Lieutenant 
Gordon, and every other Perſon who may have a perſonal Knowledge or Underſtanding: of theſe 
Facts, or of any others relating to the Rebellion of Cheyt Sing, and its Connections in the Do- 
minions of the Nabob Vizier, ſeverally to depoſe all that they know and believe concerning the 
ſame, either on Oath before Sir Elijah Impey, who will inſtantly viſit Lucknow chiefly with this 
Intention, or that they repair to me at this Place for the ſame Furpoſe. ins ul <d 

« Reſpecting the Levies made at Fyzabad, the March of Shake Cawn, with a Force declared 
for the Service ef Cheyt Sing, the publick Invitations of Jewar Ally Cawn, the Certificates under 
the Seal of Cheyt Sing in the Poſſeſſion of the Zemindars of Goroocpoor and Barraich; his Let- 
ters to the Begums or their Miniſters; the Plan concerted for the Extirpation of the Engliſh, I 
muſt earneſtly recommend it to you to obtain ſuch Evidence as can be“ required reſpecting each 
of theſe Points, whether ſuch Evidence ſhall aſcertain or refute, , or quality their Reality , —1 if it 
be poſſible, to gain Poſſeſſion of the original Letters and Certificates, ſaid to have been written by 
Cheyt Sing as aboveſaid. 7 ee ee e e 

« You will be careful to aſcertain the Dates and Places of Facts, and the Names and Places 
and Perſons in the Depolitions taken, that their Evidence may not be defective or ambiguous from 
the Want of Preciſion. Ree” | „ Haas im 

Reſpecting the Murders ſaid ſaid to have: been committed at Goopeegunge, I have already 
written to you, and now ſend you a Duplicate of my Letter on that Subject. 

« I alſo ſend you the Form of a Caption or Introduction to each Depoſition, of which you will 
be pleaſed to furniſh Copies to each of the Engliſh Gentlemen, who ſhall have Occaſion for the Uſe 
of them. The Depoſitions of the Native Witneſſes mult be written in the Language which they 
underſtood, and mult be verified on Oath, and ſigned; or if they ſhall object to the Oath as contrary 
to their religious Tenets, they muſt be required to ſubſcribe ſuch a folemn Atteſtation as ſhall be 
equivalent to the Sanction of an Oath, and add your Signatures to t. 1 

r Arg 14 
Your oſt obedient Servant, 67 
| * Warren Haſtings.“ 


— 
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1 (a) vide ſupra, Page 630. . — 
A Read, 


( . 801) 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th Jons 1783, from Book 
82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 103 of the ſame. 


« My dear Sir, Lucknow, the iſt December 178 1. 
« The Account of the Jagheers, in the Manner you deſire it in your Letter of the 21ſt Ultimo, 


is by no Means eaſy to make, with any Degree of Certainty, while they remain ſeparated and di- 


ſtinct from the Mahls of the Sircar, as every Jaghcerdar finds it too much his Intereſt to conceal 
any Exceſs of Collections above the Amount for which the Lands are granted to him, to ſuffer an 
exact Valution to be taken, ſo long as he has the Means of preventing it; but as the Jagheers will 
now either be re-annexed to the Khalſa Lands, or mate a ſeparate Aumildarry, under the Direc- 
tion of a Perfon of my own Recommendation, it will not be difficult for me to obtain the In- 
formations you require, as their Produce, whatever it may be, will be brought into the Treaſury, 
from whence thoſe who are entitled to the Mediation, of the Company will receive their Propor- 
tions in Ready Money. I have this Day ſignified to the Miniſter my Expectation that the Whole 
of the Jagheers be reſumed, and their Revenue, after paying to ſuch of the Proprietors as have a 
Right to claim the Mediation of our Government, the Amount of their Jagheers, be applied to 
the Liquidation of the Nabob's Debt to the Honourable Company. I ſhall be very glad if his 
Excellency conſents to make this Meaſure an Act of his own, as I conceive it would be more 
agreeable to you, and more conſiſtent with thoſe Appearances which it may be thought expedient 
to preſerve with his Excellency ; but if he declines it, as is by no Means improbable, 1 ſhall 
think myſelf juſtified by your Inſtructions in inſiſting on its being done even without his Con- 
currence. 6 

« I expect to be informed of his Excellency's Determination on this Subject — and 
ſhall loſe no Time in taking my Meaſures accordingly, and informing you thereof. 

« The Miniſter informs me that Meyhipnarain has not yet ſent an Aumil to Khyragur, which 
cauſes great Confuſion in that Pergunnah; may I therefore, my dear Sir, beg to be informed 
whether it is your Intention to continue the Farm under Meyhipnarain, or reſtore it to the Autho- 
rity of the Vizier? - 


= 


« Jam, &c. 
« (Signed) Nat. Middleton. (a) 


Then the Managers for the Commons qegualnend the Houſe, that, in this Stage 
of the Buſineſs, they meant to read the Correſpondence between Mr. Middleton and 


Sir Elijah Impey, where Mr. Haſtings is ſilent: That Mr. Middleton having ſtated, 


that he did not receive an official Anſwer from Mr. Haſtings till the 26th of — 


ber 1781, they would ſhew, that, in the mean Time, private Communications were 


going on between them, through Mr. Haſtings's Agent, Sir Elijah Impey. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that though theſe Letters were put in at 
the Bar of the Houſe of Commons, they had not yet been authenticated, by being ſo 
put in as Evidence at the Bar of the Houſe; and therefore they defired, that — 
they were read, they might be authenticated in due Form. 


The Managers for the Commons deſired Sir Elijah Impey might be called to the Bar 
in order to authenticate the Letters. 


Then SIR ELIJAH IMPEY was called i in, and a | USA being ſhewn to him, the 
following Queſtion was put: 


Q Whether that is an authentic Copy of a Lon from you, 9 cha Dare, to | Mr. Middle- 
ton 


A. This is my Hand-writing ; it was made from a Sketch of a Letter ſent to Mr. Middleton; 


but I am not exactly ſure that it is in every Reſpect authentic, becauſe ſeveral n are ane 


it; but it is as authentic as I could make it from the Document. 2 


0 7 Whether there are any material Variations between that Copy * the Document It- 
e 


A. I made it as exact as I could, and I believe there is no material Variance. 


Then ſeveral Papers were ſhewn to the Witneſs, who having inſpoſted them, =o- | 


ceeded as follows : 


A. The Papers that are before me are Letters written by a to Mr. Middleton, which ai 
in my own Hand-writing, and which I believe to be authentic. There are likewiſe: Letters 


Mr. Haſtings, which are in his Hand-writing, and therefore muſt be authentic. There are like- 


wiſe Letters from Mr. Middleton to me, which are likewiſe: in his Hand-writing, T are che 
Papers which, I believe, I delivered in to the Houſe of Commons. | 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. . ebay cs 


(2) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIIL | 
9 8 8 | Read, 


_ * — —— - 
” — es K . — 
— 2 — 6% © 4 
5 4805, —̃ ee Se ——„—-% — Q < Its. — oo ie. 2 ———— — — - 


— =, ww > ww a go K— 
— 6 - _ — 4 . 
- - 


— — — - -—_ 2 = 
= — — — 1 


1 7 „ * — — — —— — 
— «„ oO—__— — — — —  — — — — — — — - — -—— 


„ 
Read, the following Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Middleton, dated Chu- 
nargur, iſt December 1781, already delivered in. (a) | 


« Dear Middleton, . Chunargur, 1ſt December 1781. 
« Not knowing whether I am Time enough for the Dawke, you muſt excuſe my not acknow. 
ledging, as I ought, the Obligations I am under to you and Mrs. Middleton, for the kind Atten- 
tion I received at Lucknow, and permit [me] to proceed immediately to Buſineſs, which 1 ſhall do 
by running over the Memorandum which you delivered ro me. | | 
« With regard to Fayzullah Cawn, the Events which have happened ſince your laſt Inſtructions 
from the Governor, have not altered the Governor's Intentions. He muſt not be attacked. Mr, 
Haſtings approves the Subſidy for a regular military Eſtabliſhment, ſo that the Forces raiſed be 
not kept in Fayzullah's Country, but ſtationed at Cawnpore, Illihabad, or any other Place nor 
higher, [which] the Governor ſhall appoint ;” to be nevertheleſs ready on Demand for the Protec- 
tion of Fayzullah's Country. | A 
«© What we talked of concerning the Begums he highly approves, and would have himſelf ad- 
viſed z he wiſhes it to be done immediately: I need not mention the Neceſſity of taking care that 
the Money be applied to the Company's Uſe. 
« did all I could in the Bulineſs of the Nabob of Furruckabad, and of Iſmael Beg: 1 


Rated the Debt due to the Vizier from Muzzafur Jung, and the certain Loſs of it, if the Power of 


recovering it was taken out of the Vizier's Hands. I found he was extremely diſpleaſed that 
Almaus was ſent there, and is immoveable in his Reſolution that he ſhall be recalled inſtantly, 
The Vaukeel had taken his Leave of Mr. Haſtings. All that I could effect, was the Governor's 
Promiſe to ſend for the Vaukeel, and tell him, that all that is due to the Vizier muſt be punc- 
tually paid. Mr. Haſtings ſays, he will ſend a Perſon to Furruckabad, who ſhall ſee the Balance 
paid. I ſolicited this the more ſtrenuouſly, becauſe I had formerly, at the Deſire of Bathurſt, 
introduced the Vaukeel of the Nabob to the Governor. | | ae 

« I am convinced, that delaying the giving the Governor Satisfaction in this Point, will only 
irritate him. He conſiders the appointing a Suſſauwull a Breach of his Orders. 

«© Iſmael Beg, he has been told, and is inclined to bel.eve, was arreſted to prevent him getting 
Acceſs to the Governor; he conſiders his own perſonal Dignity and Influence intereſted, and 
peremptorily requires, either that he be releaſed immediately, or a fair Account be taken; he will, 
if it cannot otherwiſe be done, ſend a Perſon to take the Account: This operates in his Mind to 


the Prejudice of the Miniſters, as much as if the Fact was actually true. I know how diſagree- 


able an Interference of this Nature muſt be to you and the Miniſters, and therefore much wiſh 
you will contrive to make that your own Act, which will otherwiſe moſt certainly become the 
Act of the Governor, In this his Pride and Jealouſy, and Senſe, perſonal Importan * is alarmed. 
In both theſe Points he is and will remain peremptery. He has wrote to the Board, and ſays, he 
will not undo what he has done. | & | 

I find the Governor in the ſame Temper with regard to you and Johnſon, which he was in 
when I left him; he really wiſhes you to remain in Office at preſent, and for another Year. 

« If the Governor finds Acquieſcence in the Two Points I have mentioned, and he hears within 
the Five Days which you promiſed, that the Vizier's Agreement is beginning to be vigorouſly pur 
in Execution, and has your Aſſurance for the Completion, I think the Governor will not go to 
Lucknow ; otherwiſe he moſt certainly will. He ſays he will ſee the Five Days expired before he 
takes his Reſolution, You will remember that I, as well as yourſelf, am pledged for the Per- 
formance of the Agreement; perform it for my Sake, for your Sake, and the Governor's ; he 
will then ſoon return to Calcutta, where he is [much wanted.“ | 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould next pro- 
duce a Letter dated December 2d 1781, from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, 


mentioning an Incloſure of a Letter from the Nabob, propoſing the Seizure of the 


Treaſure, which Incloſure, they ſtated, was ſuppreſſed. 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 
82, already delivered 1n, beginning at Page 108 of the ſame. | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings. 


My dear Sir, 6 Lucknow, the 2d Dec” 1781, 

„ had Yeſterday the Honour of informing you of the Meſſage I ſent to the Nabob through 
the Miniſter, reſpecting the Jagheers, to which his Excellency this Morning returned me a Reply, 
Purporting, that if the Meaſure propoſed was intended to procure the Payment of his Balance 


due to the Company, he could better and more expeditiouſly effect that Object, by taking from 


his Mother what fhe is very able to ſpare, and what he has an undoubted Right, as he conccives, 
to exact from her. The preſent Debt to the Company, as he with Truth obſerves, is a great 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 7199. 
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Part handed down from his Father; and the Funds from which he might have been enabled to liqui- 
date it, it is notorious, were withheld from him by the Begum, on the late Nabob's Death. That 
according to the Laws of the Koran, and the invariable Cuſtom of the Country, he is juſtly en- 
titled to the whole Eſtate and Treaſures of his Father, and could legally demand their being put 
in his Poſſeſſion ; but that the Sum he deſires to take from his Mother (about Sixty Lacks) bears 
no Sort of Proportion to the immenſe Wealth which fell into her Hands on the Death of his 
Father, nor would it bear at all hard upon her, as he knows how much. her Treaſures exceed that 
Sum. All therefore that he aſks, is hot to be interrupted in recovering a Part of his hereditary 
Right, by which he will be enabled to diſcharge immediately the Whole of his Debt to the 
Company. s : | | 

60 This, my dear Sir, is a r and as to the Point of Right, admitting it to 
be leſs clear and defined than the Nabob chuſes to conſider it, you may poſſibly be of Opinion 
that the Conduct of the Begums, on the late Diſturbances at Benares, as ſet forth in the ſeveral 
Teſtimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the 
Protection and Mediation of the Company; and further, that it may not be political, or yet 
perfectly ſafe, to truſt them any longer with ſuch powerful Means of promoting an Oppoſition 
to our Intereſts, | | 

For my own Part, I am ſo well perſuaded of the Diſaffection of the Begums, particularly 
the preſent Nabob's Mother, to our Cauſe, and of their Promptitude to unite in any Meaſure to 
diſtreſs us, that I could very eaſily reconcile it to my Conſcience, to aſſiſt the Nabob, inſtead 
of obſtructing him, in wreſting from them every Benefit they enjoy beyond a decent Main- 
tenance; however, this is only my own Opinion, and by no Means meant to influence. yours. 
The Nabob writes you himſelf on this Subject, and you have his Letter incloſed. Neither he 
nor I expect that you ſhould give a formal Sanction to the Meaſure propoſed : It will be ſuffi- 
cient that you but hint your Opinion upon it, and enable me to inform his Excellency whether 
you would or would not oppoſe his Deſign. Let me therefore entreat you, my dear Sir, to 
favour me with a Line by the Return of the Dauk; and if your Sentiments ſhould happen to 
accord with my own, [ doubt not but I ſhould be able to congratulate you, in a very ſhort 
Space of Time, upon the Remittance of a handſome "mo to as 6 Preſidency, 

| am, &c. 
(Signed) Nath. Middleton, 


« P, S. Whatever may be your Reſolution upon the Subject of this Letter, it will be expe- 
dient to keep it ſecret, The Reſumption of the Jagheers it is neceſſary to ſuſpend, until I have 
your Sentiments on this Letter.“ (a) * 


Read, alſo, the following Extract, from the ſame Book and ſame Conſultation, be- 
ginning at Page 119 of the ſame: 


« The Honourable Warren Haſtings. 
Lucknow, the 6th December 1781. 


« Finding the Nabob wavering in his Determination about the Reſumption of the Jagheers, I 
this Day, in Preſence of, and with the Miniſter's Concurrence, ordered the neceſſary Perwannahs 
to be written to the ſeveral Aumils for that Purpoſe, and it was my firm Reſolution to have diſ- 
patched them this Evening, with proper People to ſee them punctually and implicitly carried into 
Execution; but before they were all tranſcribed, I received a Meſſage from the Nabob, who had 
been informed by the Miniſter of the Reſolution I had taken, intreating that I would withhold the 
Perwannahs until To-morrow Morning, when he would attend me, and afford me Satisfaction on this 
Point. As the Loſs of a frw Hours in the Diſpatch of the Perwannahs y Cyr of little Moment, 
and as it 1s poſſible the Nabob, ſecing that the Buſineſs will at all Events be done, may make it an 
Act of his own, I have conſented to indulge him in his Requeſt; but, be the Reſult of our Inter- 
view whatever it may, nothing ſhall prevent the Orders. being iſſued To-morrow, either by him 
or myſelf, with the Concurrence of the Miniſters. Your Pleaſure reſpecting the Begums 1 have 
learnt from Sir Elijah; and the Meaſure heretofore propoſed, will ſoon follow the Reſumption of 
the Jagheers. From both, or indeed from the former alone, I have no Doubt of the complete 
Liquidation of che Company's Balance. | | | 
| I am, &c, | 
« Nath, Middleton.” (5) 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning 
at Page 121 of the ſame. $a 


| « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings. 


4 My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 7th December 178 1. 
% I had the Heneur to addreſs you Yeſterday, informing you of the Steps I had taken in regard 
;9 the Reſumption of the Jagheers. This Morning the Viaier came to me according to his 


\ 


(a) Vide ſupra, P. 720, and Appendix, N XXXVIIIL (s) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
. 6 | | Agreement, 
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Agreement, but ſeemingly without any Intention or Deſire to yield me Satisfaction on the Subject 
under Diſcuſſion; for atter a great deal of Converſation, conſiſting on his Part of trifling Eyaſion 
and puerile Excuſes for withholding his Aſſent to the Meaſure, though at the ſame Time profeſſing 
the moſt implicit Submiſſion to your Wiſhes, I found myſelf without any other Reſource than the 
one of employing that excluſive Authority with which I conſider your Inſtructions to veſt me: J 
therefore declared to the Nabob, in Preſence of the Miniſter and Mr, Johnſon, who I defired 
might bear Witneſs of the Converſation, that I conſtrued his Rejection of the Meaſure propoſed as 
a Breach of his ſolemn Promiſe to you, and an Unwillingneſs to yield that Aſſiſtance which was 
evidently in his Power, towards liquidating his heavy accumulated Debt to the Company, and 
that I muſt in conſequence determine, in my own Juſtification, to iſſue immediately the Per. 
wannahs, which had only been withheld in the ſanguine Hope that he would be prevailed upon to 
make that his own Act, which nothing but the moſt urgent Neceſſity could e me to make 
mine. He left me without any Reply, but afterwards ſent for his Miniſter, and authorized him to 
give me Hopes that my Requiſition would be complied with; on which I expreſſed my Satisfac- 
tion, but declared that I could admit of no further Delays, and unleſs I received his Excel- 
tency's formal Acquieſcence before the Evening, I ſhould then moſt aſſuredly iſſue my Perwannahs, 
which I have accordingly done, not having had any Aſſurances from his Excellency that could 
juſtify a further Suſpenſion, I ſhall, as ſoon as poſſible, inform you of the Effect of the Perwan- 
nahs, which, in many Parts, I am apprehenſive it will be found neceſſary to enforce with Military 
Aid; I am not, however, entirely without Hopes that the Nabob, when he ſees the Inefficacy of 
further Oppoſition, may alter his Conduct, and prevent the Contuſion and diſagreeable Conf. 
quences which would be too likely to reſult from the Proſecution of a Meaſure of ſuch Impor- 
rance, without his Concurrence. His Excellency talks of going to Fyzabad, for the Purpoſe 
heretofore mentioned, in Three or Four Days; I wiſh he may be ſerious in this Intention, and you 
may reſt aſſured I ſhall ſpare no Pains to keep him to it. 


« J am, &c, 
(Signed) Nath. Middleton.” (2) 


Read, alſo, further Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning 
at Page 125 of the ſame. 


* 


— 


« The Honourable W. Haſtings, 


„ My dear Sir, Lucknow, the gth December 1781. 
& ] had the Honour to addreſs you on the 7th inſtant, informing you of the Converſation 


| which had paſſed between the Nabob and me on the Subject of reſuming the Jagheers, and 
the Step I had taken in conſequence.——His Excellency appeared to be very much hurt and in- 


cenſed at the Meaſure, and loudly complains of the Treachery of his. Miniſters; Firſt, in giving 
you any Hopes that ſuch a Meaſure would be adopted; and, Secondly, in their promiſing me their 
whole Support in carrying it through : But, as I apprehend, rather than ſuffer it to appear that 
the Point had been carried in Oppoſition to his Will, he at length yielded a nominal Acquieſcence, 
and has this Day iſſued his own Perwannahs to that Effect; declaring however, at the ſame Time, 
both to me and his Miniſters, that it is an Act of Compulſion.— I hope to be able, in a few 
Days, in conſequence of this Meaſure, to tranfmit you an Account of the actual Value and Pro- 
duce of the Jagheers, oppoſed to the nominal Amount at which they ſtand rated on the Books 
of the Sircar. 

« I have the Pleaſure to inform you, the Nabob ſtill adheres to his Reſolntion of proceeding 
immediately to Fayzabad, for the Purpoſes already mentioned to you, and will, I believe, deparc 
in Three Days from this Date. I entertain the moſt flattering and ſanguine Expectations from 
his Journey ; and we ſhall not be kept long in Suſpenſe concerning the Reſult, as he is convinced 
of the Danger and Impropriety of Delay. 

« Sir Elijah Impey has ſignified to me your final Commands reſpecting the Nabob of Furrucka- 
bad, and Iſhmael Beg; in both which Inſtances reſt aſſured they ſhall be implicitly obeyed. 1 
wait only the Arrival of Suftulla Cawn, whom Sir Elijah informed me you had diſpatched to me, 
to withdraw every Shadow of Interference in the Government of Furruckabad. Iſmael Beg's 
Accounts with the Nabob ſhall be inveſtigated in the Manner you direct, and full Information 
tranſmitted you, the Moment I can ſpare Time from the Two important Objects to which you 
have directed my firſt Attention. | ; | 

« Under this Date I have diſpatched to you, at the Nabob's Deſire, Two Elephants, with an 
Ambarry and Howdah, Four Horſes, a Palenquin, a Maulah Seerpeach, and Caulgah, apper- 
taining to the Dreſs, &c. you did him the Honour to accept at Chunar. 


« I am; &c. 
(Signed) Nath. Middleton.” (5) 
(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XXXVIIE. (% vide Appendix, ibid. . 
| | en 
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Then the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated the 5th 
December 1781, was delivered in, and an Extract from the ſame was read as fol- 
lows : „ | | 


My dear Sir Elijah, | | Lucknow, the gth December 178 1. 

« I was only this Morning favoured with your very friendly and intereſting Letter of the iſt 
inſtant z and I am only able at preſent, in Reply, to touch ſlightly on the moſt important Points 
of it. In the firſt Place, my dear Sir, I muſt beg your Acceptance of my moſt unfeigned Ac- 


knowledgments for the obliging and attentive Regard you have ſhewn to all my Requiſitions and 


Wiſhes, which are not the leſs due to you, becauſe your Endeavours have not been productive of 


all the Succeſs I hoped for from them. It would be impertinent, and, perhaps, not altogether 
decent, for me to urge any Thing further on the Subject of Muzuffer Jung and Iſmael Beg. The 
Governor's Expectations in regard to both muſt and ſhall be anſwered; and my only Dette now 
is, that he will permit the Nabob and his Miniſters to make it appear a Meaſure of their own, and 
not forced upon them by his immediate Authority.“ | 


Read, allo, a further Extract from the ſame Letter, as follows: 


2 [+ The Meaſure reſpecting the Begums, and the Reſumption of the Jagheers, will be inſtantly 
adopted. The latter has only been ſuſpended for the Governor's Sentiments on the former, as the 


Jagheers of the Begums and their Dependents are the moſt conſiderable; and to have attacked 


them, without being prepared, at the ſame Time, to e. iter immediately on the Execution of the 
grand Deſign, would have been deing Things by Halves, and poſſibly have defeated our Expectations. 
Do not, my dear Sir Elijah, ſuffer this Delay to be urged or conſidered as an Imputation of Blame 
upon me. I entered on the Buſineſs the very Day after you left me, and went ſo far as to look 
upon the Matter as finally agreed upon, the actual Execution only ſuſpended until I could receive 
either yours or the Governor's Sentiments upon the further Propoſal, which is certainly of far 
oreater Conſequence than the Reſumption of the Jagheers, as it will do at one Stroke, if we are 
not all groſsly miſtaken, what the Jagheers will be at leaſt Two Years in doing. To-morrow 
Morning, I am to be informed of his Excellency's intended Mode of Attack, and ſhall not fail to 
acquaint the Governor, In the mean Time you may be aſſured, that whatever may be acquired 
by Meaſure ſhall be faithfully and wholly applied to the Liquidation of the Company's 
De as | f 

6 w ith reſpect to Cator, I will write when I have ſpoken to him: At preſent I have not Time 
« even to read what I have written. I ſhall be happy if you find it intelligible z and I am ſure 
« you will have the Goodneſs to excuſe its Imperfections.“) My 


Regard, 
S « My dear Sir Elijah, 
Sir Elijah Impey. Your ever Zairhfal, obliged, 
And moſt affectionate Friend, 


ber 1781, was delivered in, and an Extract from the ſame was read as follows: 


„ With regard to the Jagheers and Begums, I have no Doubt what you ſay will be ſatisfactory. 


Indeed I think the whole ſo. I left the Governor, who came as far as Benares with me, on 
Thurſday laſt ; he had, on what I aſſured him, reſolved not to go to Lucknow, but proceed, as I 
much wiſhed him to do, to the Preſidency. He faid, he would write to you to that Effect; if he 
has not, you will take no Notice of this Information.” (a) | 

« Buxar, gth December 1781. 


| Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 14th January 1782, beginning at Page 180 of the ſame Book. | 
| | « Fort William, 14th January 1782, 
« At a Council; Preſent, Wat 
Edward Wheler, and 
John Macpherſon, 
The Governor General abfent on a Viſitto the Northern Provinces. 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote abſent on Service at Fort Saint George. 


« Sir, 


Eſquires. 


The Nabob Vizier having appointed an Amil to take Charge of the Begum's Jagheers, ſhe pacoſed in 
had, it appears, prepared a large Body of Troops, with a ſuppoſc Deſign to reſiſt him. A vio- the Governor 
lent and threatening Letter, which I have juſt received from the Begum, would ſeem to leave no Letter of the 
Doubt of her Intentions to ſupport the already declared Licentiouſneſs of her Servants, in oppoſing — Decem- 


— Als. a. Att 


ey" * Y 


No Si ure, : ; T 
(a) 4 T* 4 


— 


[+ Mrs. Middleton joins me in kindeſt Remembrances to Lady Impey; and 1 am, with ſincere $ 


Nath. Middleton.“ ] £2 
Then a Letter from Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Middleton, dated Buxar, gth Decem- 
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Encloſed in 
the Governor 
General's Let- 
ter, 25th De- 
cember. 
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the Nabob's Orders: I have therefore been obliged to join my Solicitations to the Vizier's, for 
obtaining a Regiment from Colonel Morgan, to ſupport the Amil in the Execution of his Excel. 
lency's Commands; and I may add, that, unleſs my Judgement far miſleads me, we ſhall be in 
want of till further Aid, before the Meaſure of reſuming the Jagheers ſhall be fully eſtabliſhed, 
and the Country reſtored to that State of Tranquillity and Subordination which it enjoyed before 

the Contagion ſpread by Chite Sing's Machinations, | 0 | 

« 1 encloſe Copy of my Letter to Colonel Morgan _ _ the Honour to be, &c. - 

| igned) | 4 
| 5-6 ON « Nathaniel Middleton, 
« Lucknow, 19 December 1781. Reſident at the Court of the Vizier,” 

« A true Copy. | | 
(Signed) 1 | 
E. Hay, Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board.“ 


. | 3 | will 

e In Conſequence of the Repreſentation which you have made me, of the Preparation made by 
the Begum to reſiſt the Order of the Vizier, for the Reſumption of the Jagheer ; and of the 
Probability that further Oppoſition from the other Jagheerdarrs, and Diſturbances from diſaffected 
Perſons, may be expected; I have directed Colonel Morgan to detach Sir John Cumming to 
Lucknow, with Four Regiments of Sepoys, and a proper Field Train, in order to ſupport the 


Authority of the Vizier, and maintain the Tranquillity of his Country, by ſuch Means as his Ex- 


| cellency ſhall be pleaſed to direct. 


From the Go- 


vernor Gene- - 
ral, 


« As the Force to be thus employed, for the domeſtick Tranquility of the Vizier's Dominions, 
is an Addition to the Brigade or Subſidy, and which is ordered to be in Readineſs, for marching 
at the ſhorteſt Notice, to defend any Part of his Excellency's Territories, which a foreign Enemy 
might be tempted to invade during civil Commotions, the Vizier will, I make no Doubt, cheer. 
fully conſent to pay the Expences of the Detachment, by a fixed monthly Subſidy, during the 
Service; and which ſhall be determined and tranſmitted to you, as ſoon as I can aſcertain the 
probable Diſburſements of it. | | 

| 64 J am, &c. 

« Benares, 24th December, 1781. Wee. (Signed) 
| Warren Haſtings. 
A true Copy. a F 
(Signed) ot | | 
« E. Hay, Sub Secretary to the Honourable Board.” (a) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, 
beginning at Page 179 of the ſame, | 


« Received the following Letters from the Governor General, dated 25th December 1781. 


« Gentlemen, 

« I have the Honour to tranſmit to you, Copies of a Letter from Mr. Middleton, of my 
Anſwer thereto, and of my Inſtructions to Colonel Morgan, in conſequence. 

An early and proper Exertion of our military Force will effectually ſupport the Authority 
of the Vizier, and in all Probability prevent any dangerous Combination amongſt the Jageerdars; 
which their Wealth and numerous Dependants might otherwiſe enable them to form for reſiſting the 
Reſumption of their Jagheers. - 5 

« In exceeding the Number of Troops expreſsly demanded on this Occaſion by the Vizier, I 


- have conſulted only his Security and Advantage; and I am convinced, from my own Information 


of the State of his Country, as well as from Mr. Middleton's Repreſentations, that it is but an- 
ticipating a further Requiſition, which, if deferred until the refractory and diſaffected Perſons ſhall 
become formidable, will be attended with great Hazard and proportionate Expence to the Vizier. 

„The Nabob having experienced from me ſo ready an Attention to relieve him from the con- 
ſtant Expence of the temporary Brigade, cannot think it unreaſonable that the Subſidy for the 
occaſional Force, now to be employed for his internal Security, ſhould be liberal and adapted to 
the Circumſtances under which we furniſh it, as well as including its actual Diſburſements. It 
is on this Principle that I ſhall eſtimate it, after having aſcertained as preciſely as poſſible the fixed 
and contingent Expences. | 

Upon theſe Grounds I hope that I ſhall meet with the Approbation of the Board, in the 
Steps which I have taken. | . | 

The Detachment under Major Popham being ſickly, and the Services for which it is formed 
completely executed, I have ordered it to be diſſolved, and the Troops compoſing it to be put 
under the Command of Colonel Blair, for the Protection of this Country, until the final Arrange- 
ment for this Duty ſhall be ſettled by the Board. | 


« Benares, | I have the Honour to be, &c. 
25th December 1781. (Signed) Warren Haſtings.” (5) 
(a) Vide Appendix, Ne LIII. b)) Vide Appendix, ibid. Gn 
e 


| ( 867 ) 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next teid a 
Letter from Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Middleton, dated the 26th of December 1981, which 


was the firſt official Authority, ſuppoſed to have been received, for the Seizure of the 
Jagheers. 44] ; 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 82, 
already delivered in, beginning at Page 131 of the ſame. RS 


46% To Mr. Middleton, 


«' Sit, Benares, 26th December 1781. 

« My Mind has been for ſome Days ſuſpended between Two oppoſite Impulſes; one ariſing 
from the Neceſſity of my Return to Calcutta; the other from the Apprehenſion of my Preſence 
being more neceſſary and more urgently wanted at Lucknow. Your Anſwer to this ſhall decide 
my Choice. | 

* I have waited thus long in the Hopes of hearing that ſome Progreſs had been made in the 
Execution of the Plan which I concluded with the Nabob in September laſt. I do not find that 
any Step towards it has been yet taken, though Three Months are elapſed, and little more than 
that Period did appear to me requiſite to have accompliſhed the moſt eſſential Parts of ir, and to 
have brought the whole into Train. This Tardineſs, and the Oppoſition prepared to the only 
decided Act yet undertaken, have a bad Appearance. I approve the Nabob's Reſolutions to de- 
prive the Begums of their ill-employed Treaſures. In both Services it muſt ' be your Care to 
prevent an Abule of the Powers given to thoſe that are employed in them. You yourſelf ought 
to be perſonally preſent. You muſt not allow any Negociations or Forbearance, but muſt proſe- 
cute both Services until the Begums are at the entire Mercy of the Nabob, their Jagheers in the 
— Poſſeſſion of his Aumils, and their Wealth in ſuch Charge as may ſecure it againſt private 

mbezzlement. You will have a Force more than ſufficient to effect both theſe Purpoſes. 

The Reformation of his Army, and the new Settlement of his Revenues, are alſo Points of 
immediate Concern, and ought to be immediately concluded. Has any Thing been done in 
either ? | TG 

I now demand and require you moſt ſolemnly to anſwer me. Ate you confident in your own 
Ability to accompliſh all theſe Purpoſes, and the other Points of my Ipſtruftions ? If you re- 
ply that you are, I will depart with a quiet and aſſured Mind to the Preſidency, but leave you 
a dreadful Reſponſibility if you diſappoint me. If you tell me that you cannot rely upon yout 
* Power, and the other Means which you poſſeſs, for performing theſe Services, I will free you 


from the Charge; I will proceed myſelf to Lucknow, and I will myſelf undertake them; and in 
that Caſe 1 defire that you will immediately order Bearers to be ſtationed, for myſelf and Two 
other Gentlemen, between Lucknow and Illahabad, and I will ſet out from hence in Three Days 
after the Receipt of your Letter, | | a 

« T am ſorry that I am under the Neceſſity of writing in this preſſing Manner; I truſt implicitly 


« A Blank is 
left here in the 
Original.“ 


to your Integrity; I am certain of your Attachment to myſelf, and I know that your Capacity is 


equal to any Service ; but I muſt expreſs my Doubts of your Firmnefs and Activity, and above 


all, of your Recollection of my Inſtructions, and of their Importance. My Conduct in the late Ar- 
rangements will be arraigned with all the Rancor of diſappointed Rapacity, and my Reputation 
and Influence will ſuffer a mortal Wound from the Failure of them. They have already failed in a 
Degree, ſince no Part of them has yet taken place, but the Removal of our Forces from the Douab 
and Rohilcund, and of the Britiſh Officers and Penſioners from the Service of the Nabob; and the 
Expences of the former thrown, without any Compenſation, on the Company. 
expect a Supply of Money equal to the Diſcharge of all the Nabob's Arrears, and am much 
diſappointed and mortified that I am not now able to return with it. 
« Give me an immediate Anſwer to the Queſtion which I have herein propoſed, that I may loſe 
no more Time in fruitleſs Inaction. | | 
Ts  : 
(Signed) Warren Haſtings.” (a) 


The Managers for the Commons Rated, that the Two next Letters, dated the 27th 
and 28th of December 1781, were Mr. Middleton's public and private Anſwer to Mr, 
Haſtings Letter of the 24th of the ſame Month. 


Read, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning 
at Page 149 of the ſame: | | 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c, 
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port of armed Force, and the Impoſſibility of ſtriking out any Medium by which theſe Evils 
could effectually be remedied, have induced his Excellency to reſume all the Jagheer and Marofee 
Lands throughout his Country, promiſing to ſuch Perſons as have juſt or equitable Claims 
to his Bounty, or thoſe guaranteed by the Company, for the Amount of their Jagheers, Allow. 


- ances in Ready Money, equal to the Net Sum they ſhall appear to have annually realized from 


Sic in Orig. 


their Jagheers. | | 

« This Meaſure, the Utility, and I may ſay the abſolute Neceſſity, whereof will not be diſputed 
by any one who has had an Opportunity of obſerving the Conduct of the Jagheerdars in general, 
and particularly ſome whoſe Incomes enabled them to maintain Armies, not only ſuperior to thoſe 
of the Aumils of the Country, who ſhould properly be a Check upon them, -but even ſufficient 
to reſiſt the Force of the State itſelf, has mer with violent Oppoſition from the Bhow Begum, 
who falls particularly under the laſt Deſcription, and whoſe Power is rendered the more pernicious 
and dangerous: Firſt, From its being wholly delegated to her Servants, who have their own 
Views of Ambition and Intereſts to aniwer; and in the next Place from the Reluctance with which 
the Miniſters, and even the Nabob himſelf, interfere with any Concerns of the Begum. 

« From theſe Two Circumſtances, ſtrengthened by the immenſe Wealth in her Poſſeſſion, alſo 
intruſted to her Two Chief Eunuchs, Bahar and Jowar Ally Cawn, and her unteaſonable Expecta- 
tions of Support from the Engliſh Government, of all which ſhe and her Servants avail themlclves 
to the utmoſt, ſhe is become One of the moſt ſerious internal Evils, that, among others, ſeems to 
bid fair to give great Diſturbance to this Country, f | 

« The great Awe in which the Nabob, and of courſe every one under him, ſtands of her Dif. 
pleaſure, leaves without Bounds or Reſtraint the Effects of her uncommonly violent Temper, 
Death and Deſtruction is the leaſt * me Menace ſhe denounces, upon the moſt trifling Oppoſition to 
her Caprice, 2 8 | 

66 By her own Conduct, and that of all her Agents and Dependafits during the Benares Troubles, 
it may with Truth and Juſtice be affirmed, ſhe forfeited every Claim ſhe had to the Protection of 
the Engliſh Government, as ſhe evidently, and it is confidently ſaid avowedly, efpouſed the Cauſe 
of Rajah Cheyt Sing, and united in the Idea and Plan of a general Extirpation of their Race and 
Power in Hindoſtan. 

« Her Agent at Taunda, who is the Cheyla and adopted Son of Bahr Ally Cawn. her principal 
Miniſter, treacherouſly turned his Guns upon Lieut. Gordon's Detachment, and was by that Gen- 
tleman's Account the ſole Cauſe of the Loſs of it. She gave every Encouragement in her Power 
to the Adherents of Cheyt Sing by her Agents; aſſiſted them in raiſing Troops in the Town of 
Fyzabad; promiſed, and as is generally believed, actually advanced Money to the rebellious 
Rajahs of the Vizier's Country; raiſed Troops to ſupport them, and iſſued Perwannahs for their 
Operations againſt the Forts garriſoned by the Nabob's Troops under the Command of Britiſh 
Officers ; all which is fully ſtated in the Depoſitions made by Colonel Hannay and the Gentlemen 
of his Corps. Notwithſtanding all theſe Facts, upon the general Reſumption of the Jagheers ! 
made the Rents of her Lands payable to me ; under an Engagement of making the Amount gcod 
to her by ſuch Inſtallments as ſhe might direct, in Return for which I have received Letters from 
her, containing the moſt groſs Abuſe and the wildeſt Threats that can be tranſcribed, Copies of 
which I have the Honour to encloſe. ELLE 
Fer chief Agent, Bahar Ally Cawn, has marched a conſiderable Force into Nabob Gunge, 
One of her Jagheers, declaring that if any Attempt is made to reſume it, he will lay the whole 
Country of Goonda waſte. Theſe declared and repeated Acts of Rebellion are ſurely more than 
ſufficient to forfeit all Claim whatever to the Interference in her Behalf from our Govern- 
ment; and if ſome Stop is not immediately put to it, it appears but too certain that ſhe will 
light a Flame throughout theſe Provinces, which, if not difficult ro extinguiſh, will at leaſt put 
a heavy Bar to the Company's Collections here. I cannot therefore avoid making theſe Repre- 
ſentations to you, or doubt but you will approve of the Vizier's immediately taking thoſe Steps 


which may be neceſſary for effectually eſtabliſhing his Government and Authority, and depriving 


the Begum of thoſe great Reſources which, ſhe has ſhewn, it would be extremely impolitic and un- 
ſafe to truſt longer in her Hands. On this Subject the Nabob has communicated to me his Sen- 
timents in a long Letter, Copy whereof I have the Honour to encloſe you, in which you will obſerve 
he ſignifies his Intention of proſecuting his legal Claims upon her, for the Public Treaſure.and 
Effects belonging to his Inheritance from his Father, which ſhe detains from him, and ſquanders in 
ſuch deſtructive Purpoſes, while he is overwhelmed by Public Debts, principally incurred by his 
Predeceſſor, and on account of his Inability ro diſcharge which, the Company have indiſpenſably 
been driven to take upon themſelves the Burthen of a large Military Eſtabliſhment, hitherto entcr- 
rained for their Service at the Charge of the Nabob. 2 

« On this Head I think :. unneceſſary to offer any Remark, ſince a Reference to the eſtabliſhed 
Laws and Cuſtoms of the Country will ſufficiently prove his Excellency's inherent Right to claim 
the Property of his Predeceſſor. | s 

] muſt alſo take the Liberty to add my Opinion, that unleſs Fyzullah Cawn, remotely ſituated 
as he is out of reach of Interruption, in the Centre of his own Tribe and Country, connected un- 
interruptedly with the other Two remaining Patan Powers, becomes included in this general Re- 
form of the Jagheer, or ſome 1 Check impoſed upon him, the Whole may prove abortive, 


- while 


(80 


| vhile, if fully enforced, may ſave dus /Counry, and wih it poſſibly woch of our own-Blood and. 
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8 4 1 have the Honour: to be, &c. & e. ; H 

_ - «Lucknow, * | Siged) Nathaniel Middleton. + 1 
the 27th Dec* 1781. Reſident at the Vizier's Court.” (a; 


Read, the following Extract from ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning at 
Page 173 of the ſame. | > us, rk 7 

„My dear Sir, Lucknow, the 28th December 1781. 

« I am this Day hongured with your publick Letter of the 24th inſtant; and I do not loſe a 
Moment in informing you, that without a total Seizure of the Country, it is not poſſible to collect 
this Year a larger Sum than the Nabob has already ted, which altogether exceeds that of any 
other Year, at a Time when his Collections have been greatly diminiſhed by the Miſconduct of 
Raja Bowanny Sing, late Aumil of Bycewarrah, the Inſurrections acroſs the Gogra, and in other 
Parts of his Country, and laſtly-the heavy Remiſſions he has been obliged to allow on the nt 
Year's Rents, for the Loſſes by Droughtiand Hail, which fell upon the Cloſe of the laſt eſt. 
ladet my dear Sir, you will be able to judge how far it would be in his Power to grant further 

aidads. . | | | 

« If your new Demand is to be inſiſted, upon, which your Letter ſeems to portend, I muſt beg 
your” preciſe Orders upon it; as, from the Difficulties I have within theſe few Days experienced, 
in carrying the Points you had enjoined with the Nabob, I have the beſt Grounds for believing 
that he would conſider it a direct Breach of the late Agreement, and totally reject the Propoſal as 
ſuch; and I muſt own to you, that, in his preſent fermented State of Mind, I could expect no- 
thing lefs 2 Deſpair, and a declared Rupture. gig 


« He by no Means been yet able to furniſh me with Means of paying off the Arrears due to 
the temporary Brigade, to the ſtipulated Term of its Continuance in his Service. The Funds neceſ- 
fary for pay of and, diſcharging his own Military Eſtabliſhment under Briciſh Officers, and 


his Penſion Liſt, have- been raiſed on the private Credit of Mr. Johnſon and myſelf, from the 
Shroffs of this Place, to whom we are at this Moment pledged for many Lacks of Rupees; and 
without ſuch Aid, which I freely and at all Hazards yielded, becauſe I conceived it was your anxi- 
ous Deſire to relieve the Nabob, as ſoon as poſſible, of this heavy Burden, the Eſtabliſhment muſt 
have been at his Charge to this Time, and probably for Months to come, while his Reſources were 
ſtrained to the utmoſt to furniſh Jaidids for its Maintenance to this Period. I therefore heſitate not 
to declare it utterly impoſſible for him, under any Circumſtances whatever, to provide Funds for 
the Payment of the Troops you now propoſe to ſend him. wy | 

« The wreſting Furruckabad, Kyrague, and Fyzula Cawn's Country from his Government (for 
in that Light, my dear Sir, I can faichfully aſſure you he views the Meaſures adopted in reſpe&X 
to thoſe Countries), together with the Reſumption of all the Jagheers, ſo much againſt his In- 
clination, have already brought the Nabob to a Perſuaſion that nothing leſs than his Deſtruction, 
or the Annihilation of every Shadow of his Power, is meant; and all my Labours to convince 
him to the contrary have proved abortive. A ſettled Melancholy has ſeized him, and his Health 
reduced beyond Conception; and I do moſt ſolemnly believe, that the March of Four Regiments 
of Sepoys towards Lucknow, under whatever Circumſtances it might be repreſented, would' be 
conſidered by him as a Force ultimately to be uſed in ſecuring his Perſon. In ſhort, my dear Sir, 
it is a Matter of ſuch immediate Moment, and involving apparently ſuch very ſerious and im- 
portant Conſequences, that I have not only taken upon me to ſuſpend the Communication of it 
to the Nabob, until J ſhould. be honoured with your further Commands, but have alſo ventured 
to write the incloſed Letter to Colonel Morgan—Liberties which I confidently truſt you will 
excuſe, when you conſider that I can be actuated by no other Motive than a Zeal for the publick 
Service; and that if, after all, you determine that the Meaſure ſhall be inſiſted on, it will be only 
the Loſs of Six, or at moſt Eight Days, in propoſing, it. But, in the laſt Event, I earneſtly 
entreat your Orders may be explicit and poſitive, that I may clearly know what Lengths you 
would wiſh me to proceed, in carrying them into Execution. ] again declare it as my firm Be- 
lief, and aſſure yourſelf, my dear Mr. Haſtings, I am not influenced in this Declaration by any 
Conſiderations but my publick Duty, and my perſonal Attachment to you, that the enforcing the 
Meaſure you have propoſed would be productive of an open Rupture between us and the Nabob; 
nay, that the firſt neceſſary Step towards carrying it into Effect, muſt be on our Part a Declara- 
tion of Hoſtility. { | Ry 

« There can, I apprehend, be no Doubt but ſuch an Extremity would end in the Ruin of the 
Nabob, and I think he would have Senſe enough to ſee it; but, under the Circumſtances'T have 
mentioned, and encouraged as he would be by all the Malecontents of his Court, I am perſuaded, 
as far as my own Reaſon and Judgment enable me to predict, that he would diſregard all future 

uences. | | 
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I entreat ya wil erenſe the Freedom with which I have addreſſed you on this Subject. 1. 
have been obliged to write in great Haſte, to ſave the Dauk, and conſequently, not fo 
connectedly or fully as I could wiſh; bu be aſſurod I have given you the genuine 
I of my Heartz and as ſuch I am } perſuaded you will receive them with In- 
ulgence. | . : ; f 841 9 22 


« I am, &c. e. 7 

1 signed) Nath, Middleton,“ 

« To Colonel James Morgan, commanding in the Felde. 

« Sir, „ e . | 

« I was laſt Night honoured with your Letter, informing me that you h 
vernor General to furniſh me with more Troops, ſhould I want them. 


4 


ad Orders from the Go- 


4 [ have this Day received Information from the Governor, that he has ordered, a large Force 
to repair to Lucknow. If you have received ſuch an Order, I muſt beg you will ſuſpend the 
Order until I have received the Governor's Reply to the Repreſentation 1 have made to him 
upon this Subject, as ſuch a Movement at this Jundture might be productive of the moſt ſerious Con- 
ſequences. While I make this Application to you, I do not know how far it is in 
Power to comply; yet I deem it my Duty to make the Repreſentation, whatever the Reſult 
may be. 
4 Lucknow, I have the Honour to be, &c. ce. 
29th December 1781. (Signed) Nath, Mid (a) 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, begin- 
ning at Page 182 of the ſame. : Fes TREE: e 
« December 28, 1781, Lucknow, 
« Your Letter of the 24th is juſt arrived, ordering the temporary Brigade to- be again put on 
the Vizier's Liſt, which the late Treaty had juſt eaſed him of. Nothing leſs than Blows can effect 
this; for he is not even able to pay off the Arrears ſtill due to it for the laſt Year, which, with the 
21 Months ſtipulated by the Treaty, amount to Nine Lacks, by Mr. Day's Statement. Up- 
wards of Twelve Lacks have been paid to Mr. Wombwell, beſides Remittances made to the Se- 
cond Brignce and Colonel Muir, and ſcarce Six Eacks have yet been collected: A hard Strain of 
rivate Credit alone has made theſe large extra Payments,—and total Ruin muſt inevitably be the 
e of any Interruption in the Recovery of the Money advanced. However, this is merely 
private Conſideration, and therefore cannot weigh in public Meaſures; but in a public Light, the 
roops being all in Arrears, and no Poſſibility of preſent Payment, ſo large a Body aſſembled 
here, without any Means in Hand to check or controul them, nothing but Diſorder could follow. 
2 one Proof that the Nabob is as badly off for Funds as we * may inform you that his 
-avalry roſe this Day upon him, and went all armed to the Palace, to demand from 13 to 18 


sie in Orig · Months Arrears due to them, and“ with great Difficulty perſuaded to retire, which was probably 


more effected by a Body of Troops getting under Arms to go againſt them, than any other Con- 
ſideration. Without troubling you with Detail of Arguments, I may venture to pledge myſelf 
to you, that the additional Demand you propoſe making, cannot this Year be obtained without a 
total Reform of his Government, which, if brought' about by a Campaign againſt him (by which 
alone it can be done), would, at the ſame Time, ſtop at once all Refources of Collections; fo 
that, admitting Succeſs, our Situation, in point of Finance, would be worſe than before. As I 
feel confident of your full Credit to this Aſſertion, I ſhall add nothing further upon the Subject, 
excepting, that the Troops hitherto called for by the Vizier have been ſolicited, under that Article 
of the late Treaty which authorizes him to remove the Subſidiary Brigade where he pleaſes, with 
the Concurrence of the Reſident; which Power is ſtill more fully explained in the Letter of In- 
ſtructions: Both Papers can only allude to the Troops which they ſtipulate to remain within the 
Vizier's Dominions, Whenever you no longer may chuſe to permit his detaching the Brigade, 
he muſt then of courſe conduct his Meaſures by his own Sebundy, or be driven to make new Pro- 
pofals from himſelf for the Aid and Pay of our Regiments. | | 

As F have made uſe of the Name of the temporary Brigade in the Firſt Part of my Letter, it 
may be neceſſary to remind you that One additional Regiment is already paid by the Nabob, to 
which add 4 Regiments, and a Train of Artillery, now propoſed, makes Ten Battalions of 500 
Men each, which is equal to Seven Battalions of 780 Men, which formed the temporary Brigade, 


\ as ſtipulated to be paid by the Nabob. 


II ſincerely hope, though ] ſcarcely expect, to avoid diſpleaſing you by the Freedom of this 
Repreſentation. But, as it is impoſſible that you ſhould poſſeſs Facts without their being plainly 
Rated, and as you cannot act upon any other Grounds, while aiming, as I know you do, to do that 
which is beſt, I muſt run the Riſque, or ſerve you unfaithfully, which would contradict what I ſhall 
ever endeavour to prove, that I am, up® all Occaſions, your truly devoted, &c. &c. 

« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, 7 | R. Johnſon.” (3) 
Governor General, &c. &c. 


„% Benaras. 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIIIL, (5) Vide Appendix, ibid. 


Read, 
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Page 188 of the ſame. 


ol 


| « Sir, | 
« The ſolemn Call you 


| Read, alſo, further Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning at 
To the Honourable Warten Haſtings, Governor General, &c. Kc. 


made upon me, in your Commands of the 26th inſtant, with which I 


was honoured Yeſterday, demands from me the moſt unreſerved and decided Reply; and that I 
might not advance any Thing haſtily, I took all Yeſterday to deliberate upon my Reply: For the 


Sa 


of Perſpicuity, I have thought it beſt to recapitulate the ſeveral Paragraphs of your Letter, 


and arrange my Anſwers to them reſpectively in the ſame Order. 


« rſt. My Mind has been for ſome Days 
ſuſpended between Two oppolite Impulſes; 
One ariſing from the Neceſſity of my Re- 
turn to Calcutta, the other the Ap- 
prehenſion of my Preſence being more im- 
mediately and more urgently wanted at 
Lucknow; your Anſwer to this ſhall de- 
cide my Choice, 


« 24. 1 have waited thus long, in Ho 
of hearing that ſome P rely has _ 
made in the Execution of the Plan which 
I concluded with the Nabob. in September 
laſt; I do not find that any Step towards 
it has yet been taken, though Three 
Months are elapſed, and little more than 
that Period did appear to me requiſite to 
have accompliſhed the moſt eſſential Parts 
of it, and to have. brought the Whole into 
Train. This Tardineſs, and the Oppgſi- 
tion prepared to the only decided Act yet 
undertaken, have a bad Appearance. 


loſes ® the Pr 


« To this Paragraph I freely anſwer, That your 
Preſence is in no Shape neceſſary here, but, on the 
contrary, could not fail of being of conſiderable Re- 
tardment to the Collections; becauſe in theſe Coun- 
tries the Motions of Governors are looked upon to 
imply great intended Exertions, and with them great 
Changes; conMuently all Agents in publick Stations, 
from the higheſt to the meaneſt, put an immediate 
Stop to all their Avocations, and gaze motionleſs for 
the Reſult, This is the Height of the Khereiff Col- 
leftion, and any Impediments now thrown in the Way 
uce of the Crop. The encloſed State- 
ment ſhews what I have received, and what I have 
diſburſed; it will at Firſt Sight evince the Importance 
of realizing every immediate Reſource, The current 
Diſburſements of the 2d Brigade have not been tnade 
good, and 'the Arrears due from the Nabob to the 


late temporary Brigade and Cavalry, agreeable: to Sti- 


pulation, haye not yet been liquidated, | 

« In Reply to the Second Paragraph, I beg leave 
to refer you to my former Letters, ſtating the turbu- 
lent State of the Country, Three Months is a Period 
in which the Changes you allude to probably might 
have been effected in Times of perfect N 
but when all the Diſtricts acroſs the Gogra were 
Arms, and all the Jagheerdars (a very numerous 
and powerful Body) were very little ſhort of the 
ſame State in every Diſtrict, and for the regulating 
and Reduction of whom the Aumils were princi- 
pally to be applied to—could a general Change or 
Attack upon thoſe Aumils with Eaſe have been un- 
dertaken? I think'not; but I put this Argument of 
the Practicability or Impracticability out of the Queſ- 
tion, as it was not that Conlideration which prevented 
me from enforcing the Meaſures recommended by you 
to the Nabob in the Treaty ;—the Fact is this: I did 
not underſtand, at the Period of executing the Agree- 
ment between you and the Vizier, that your Intention 
was, that the Whole of the Reform propoſed was in 
its fulleſt Extent to take place this Year, nor indeed 
at all, if the Company's Debt became liquidated; I 
conceived your Interference in the Nabob's Govern» 
ment tended ſolely to eſtabliſh the Means of the moſt 
ſpeedy Payment poſſible of the Company's Debt; 
and that whenever this ſhould be accompliſhed, every 
Shadow of Interference was to be deſiſted from, 
which I ſtated to the Nabob and the Miniſters, and I 
believe upon the Faith of that Aſſurance principally 
was his Excellency's Acquieſcence obtained. For the 
Proſecution of theſe Meaſures, I looked to the occa- 
ſional Aſſiſtance of the Regiments of the ſublidiary 
Brigade, as permitted in the Treaty, and your ſub- 


ſequent Inſtructions, and intended. employing the 
Aumils and their Sebundy in the Firſt 1 for 
the Reduction of the Jagheerdars, that I might not 


have the whole Country to attack at once. This 
n Mode 


* Sie in Orig. 


<Q 


* 
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Mode of proceeding threatened no Trgerruptionyto 
s 


the Collections, but an immediate Increaſe 
in hand to defray the Charges of the Troops, with- 
out which previous Point even our own Army muſt 


de ' uſeleſs,” The Meafure of reſuming the Jagheers 


a 24, I approve the Nabob's Reſolution 
to deprive the Begums of their ill- em- 
ployed Treaſures. In both Services it 
muſt be your Care to prevent an Abuſe of 
the Powers given to thoſe that are em- 

loyed in them. You yourielf ought to 
be perſonally preſent —You muſt not allow 
any Negociation or Forbearance, but muſt 
proſecute both Services until the Begums 
are at the entire Mercy of the Nabob, their 
Jagheers in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his 
Aumils, and their Wealth in ſuch Charge 
as may ſecure it againſt private Embezzle- 
ment.—You will have a Force more than 
ſufficient to effect both theſe Purpoſes. 
* « th. The Reformation of his Army, 
and the new Settlement of his Revenues, 
are alſo Points of immediate Concern, and 
ought to be immediately concluded, Has 
any thing been done in either ? 


„ gth. I now demand, and require you 
moſt ſolemnly to anſwer me : Are you con- 
fident in your own Ability to accompliſh 
all theſe Purpoſes, and the other Points of 
my InſtruQions ? If you reply that you are, 
I will depart with a quiet and aſſured Mind 
to the Preſidency, but leave you a dreadful 


involved many and ſome very powerful Intereſts; 
ſubject to ſuck Odium, from the Diſappointment of 
the Parties, deprived of their Means of Subſiſtence, 
and in ſuch extenſive Dominions, under a Government 


ſo irregular in its Conſtitution, and ſo ſhaken as this 


is, it could not be effectually accompliſnhed in a Day, 
— However, it is now effected nearly throughout with 
the Nabob's Sanctiqn (which at the Point of Execu- 
tion there was the moſt alarming Difficulty to obtain), 
and-in a very few Days, I truſt, it will be completely 
enforced; and, bad as the Appearance of Oppoſition 
may be, I truſt to be able to execute the whole Re- 
form, without Delay, upon the Grounds I ſhall ſtate 
in my Anſwer to your Paragraphs ſucceſſively. 

« To the 3d Paragraph I ſhall only fay, That 1 
march To-morrow with the Nabob to enforce both 
the Services you exact in it; and if I ſucceed, as I 
have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to hope, in obtaining large 
Ready Money Reſources 4 & Ar- 
rears to the Troops, which form a large Proportion 
of the Debt to the Company, I have not a Doubt of 
accompliſhing every End you have now declared you 
look to the inſtant Performance of; but as Troops 
alone can do it, their Aſſiſtance cannot be depended 
upon without previous Pay, or the Poſſeſſion of cer- 
tain Means in hand for that Purpoſe; as it follows, 
that an immediate Stop to all Collections mult enſue 
from any general Military Exertion, _ . 


"1 


To the 4th I anſwer, That nothing has been done, 
for the Reaſons aſſigned in my Anſwer to the Seco 
Paragraph. If 1 erred in the Judgment I had formed 
of your Intentions, I can ſay no more, as it is paſſed, 
than that the Inſtant the Fyzabad Buſineſs is finiſhed 
ſucceſsfully, which cannot take more than One Fort- 
night from the Day of marching there, I ſhall take 
ſuch Steps as the Meatis in my Power will admit of 
rowards procuring from the Nabob the Orders to 
each Aumil to pay his Groſs Revenues to the Minif- 
ters, and to receive the Pay of. their Troops, being 


reduced into regular muſtered Eſtabliſhments, from 


the general Treaſury; and ſhould he refuſe, I will 
iſſue my own, together with thoſe of the Miniſters, to 
that Purpoſe, as I did in' a former Inſtance when the 


Nabob refuſed his Perwannahs for the Reſumption of 


the Jagheers; and ſhall further enforce the Execution 
againſt each diſobeying Aumil by marching againſt 
him, and diſplacing him. Theſe Three Points com- 
exe the Heads of your Recommendations to the 

abob, the Fourth Article, which was the Separa- 
tion and Limitation of his own Diſburſements to the 


Medium of his Receipts for the laſt Three Years, 


having already taken place; and then no Aſſignments 
will remain upon the Country, but thoſe of the Com- 
pany, as expreſſed in the Treaty. 

To the z th, I confidently reply, That I am fully 


competent to undertake and effect the Completion of 


the Reform, upon the Grounds ſtated in my Anſwer 
to the 4th Paragraph; and therefore again repeat, that 
your coming here is unneceſſary; and that, as far 
as regards the Duties of my Station towards the 
Execution of your Orders, you may depart, in — 4 

Viction 


you tell me that you cannot rely upon 
your Power, and the other Means which 
you poſſeſs, for performing theſe Services, I 
will free you from the Charge, I will pro- 
ceed mylelf to Lucknow, and I will mylelf 
undertake them; and in that Caſe 1 de- 
fire that you will immediately order Bear- 


ers to be ſtationed for myſelf, and Two 
other Gentlemen, between Lucknow and 


( 


Reſponſibility if you diſappoint me.—If 


813) 
viction that neither Activity or Firmneſs ſhall be 


wanting in the Exertion of every Means within my 


Power: And thoſe Means I can foreſee no Deficiency 


in, upon the Permiſſion I have of calling upon Colo- 
nel Morgan for Aid, and the Receipt of Aſſets at 
Fyzabad.— For theſe Reaſons, therefore, 1 have not 
thought it neceſſary to lay the Bearets that you condi- 
tionally ordered. 9 e 


5 . . 


Inahabad, and I will fer out from hence 


in Three Days after the Receipt of your 
Letters. Seb on e 

« 6th. I am forry that I am under the 
Neceſſity of writing in this preſſing Manner. 
I cruſt implicitly co your Integrity, I am 
certain of your Attachment to myſelf, and 
I know that your Capacity is equal to any 
Service; but I muſt expreſs my Doubts of 


your Firmneſs and Activity, and above all 


of your . pmears of my Inſtructions, 
and of their Impertancſde. 

* 7th. My Conduct in the late Arrange- 
ments will be arraigned with all the Ran- 
cor of diſappointed Rapacity, and my Re- 
putation and Influence will ſuffer a mor- 
tal Wound from the Failure of them. 
They have already failed in a Degree, 
ſince no Part of them has yet taken place, 
but the Removal of our Forces from the 
Doaub and Rohilchund, and of Britiſh 


and Government. 


In Reply to the 6th Paragraph, nothing need be 
offered by me but my Acknowiedyinievts for the Juſ- 
tice you do to my Sentiments . towards your, Perſon 


1. 


. . ' 
14 3 


« To the 2th. If your Conduct Mould be ar- 


raigned, as you ſuſpect, I can at all Times teſtify, that 


upon the Plan of the foregoing Years, the Receipts. 
from the Nabob were only a Deception, and not 


an Advantage, but even an Injury to the Company; 
for by the accumulating Encreaſe of the Demands 
upon him, and the proportionate Decreaſe of his 
Means, only his Debt to the Company encreaſed, with 


a Diminution of Proſpe& of its Liquidation; while 


Officers and Penſioners from the Service the Company's actual Money or Aſſets went to the 
of the Nabob; and the Expence of the Payment of the Troops ſuppoſed to be maintained, 
former thrown without any Compenſation ſolely at the Vizier's Expence. In Proof of this, ic 
on the Company. , .. . will ſuffice to remark, that the annual Net Remit- 
R | tances to the Preſidency ſhould have been the Differ- 
anon tet bein, _ ence of the Subſidy, and the real Expences of the 
Brigade; ſay, — — 12, oo, ooo 
"he Money paid from the Treaſury alt 
Calcutta, to Abdulrahman Khan 3, 30, ooo 
And the Payment made in like Manner l 
| to Mirza Sadit Ally — -_-  ,3,09,000 | = 
Beſides the full Payment of ſuch Stores bs 

as the Company occaſionally iſſued to 
the Nabob —— — 
ape Sun Rup* 18, 30, 00 


— * . a - xc . 
n 


/ 


or about 20,00,000 of Current, which never yet 
has been the Caſe from the Annual Jaidads, or Cur- 
tent Colletions—conſequently the Plan was a Fal- 
| lacy ; for the Difference between this Amount and 
the Remittances to the Preſidency, was an actual i 
Loſs that the Company annually ſuſtained, ' inſtead | f 

of a ſuppoſed Advantage of a Brigade of Infantry 
and Cavalry being totally defrayed. by the Nabobz " = 
from this, therefore, I may ſafely conclude, that the 
Remiſſion to the Nabob of this inſufferable Burthen, 0 
was a Profit to the Company, whenever the extra 

g | Troops, paid by the Nabob, ſhall be diſbanded or 
enn 8 |. +; quartered upon other Neighbours, who are protected = 
5 1 5 Eo by our Power, and the Debt put into a probable ; 
„ eee el you b State of ſpeedy Liquidation. | ﬀ 
* 8th. I expect a Supply of Money To the 8th Paragraph. If the Supply expected 
equal to the Diſcharge of all the Nabob's at Fyzabad ſhall prove adequate to the Diſcharge of 
ars; and am much difappointed and” all Arrears due to che Troops, and afford an adequate 
mortified, that I am not now able to return Fund for a: Liquidation of the Company's Debt, it 
with it, 2 . will remain at your Option to employ it as a Remit- 
| 9 X ; | tance 
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tance to the Prefideney, or the future Payment of the 

Troops you may ſtill think neceſſary to keep up, to 

regulate the Nabob's internal Government, in regard 

to which I ſhall hope for your Determination, when 

| T can inform you of what Means I poſſeſs. | 

* gth. Give me an immediate Anfwer to « To the laſt Paragraph. I truſt you will find 
the Queſtion Which I have herein propoſed, all my Anſwers as explicit and deciſive as you could 
that I may loſe no more Time in fruitleſs wiſh them, and that they will enable you to deter- 


Inaction. mine upon yielding, with Confidence, to the Impulſe 
ariſing from the Neceſſity of your Preſence at the 
Preſidency. 1 tos 
I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. | 
,*  « Lucknow (Signed) % Nath. Middleton, 
the goth December 1781. Reſt at the Vizier's. Court.” (a) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Confultation, be- 
ginning at Page 203 of the ſame. = rely 


« My dear Sir, | Lucknow, the zoth December 1781. 

& 1 have this Day anſwered your publick Letter, in the Form you ſeemed to expect. I hope 
there is nothing in it that may to you appear too pointed. If you wiſh the Matter to be otherwiſe 
underſtood than I have taken up and ſtated it, I need not ſay I ſhall be ready to conform to 
whatever you may preſcribe, and to take upon myſelf any Share of the Blame of the (hitherto 
Non-performance of the Stipulations made on behalf of the Nabob ; though I do aſſute you, 
myſelf repreſented to his Excellency and the Miniſters, conceiving it to be your Deſire, that the 
apparent Aſſumption of the Reins of his Government (for in that Light he undoubtedly conſidered 
it at the firſt View), as ſpecified in the Agreement executed by him, was not meant to be fully 
and literally enforced, but that it was neceſſary you ſhould have ſomething to ſhew on your Side, 
as the Company were deprived of a Benefit without a Requital ; and upon the Faith of this Aſ- 
ſurance alone, I believe I may ſafely affirm, his Excellency's Objections to ſigning the Treaty were 

iven up. If I have underſtood the Matter wrong, or miſconceived your Deſign, Jam truly 

rry for it; however, it is not too late to correct the Error; and I am ready to undertake, and, 
God willing, to carry through, whatever you may, on Receipt of my public Letter, tell me is 
your final Reſolve. | CCC 

« If you determine at all Events, that the Meaſure of reducing the Nabob's Army, &c. ſhall be 
immediately undertaken, I ſhall take it as a particular Favour if you will indulge me with a Line 
at F — 54 that I may make the neceſſary previous Arrangements with reſpe& to the Diſpoſal of 
my Family, which I would not wiſh to retain here in the Event either of a Rupture with the Na- 
bob, or the Neceſſity of employing our Forces in the Reduction of his Aumils and Troops; this 
done, I can begin the Work in Three Days after my Return from Fyzabad, 


« I am, &c. &c. 
*The Honourable Warren Haſtings. | Nath. Middleton.“ (5) 


Read, alſo, the following Extracts from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, - 
beginning at Page 4 57 of the ſame. 


From the Bhowe Begum to the Reſident. 


The underwritten Particulars have juſt come to my Knowledge. That the Nabob's Orders 
to Meer 'Mahboob Ally are arrived, directing the Reſumption of Nabob Gunge on the other Side 
of the River, and Bene Guhge my Jagheer, and for him to take charge thereof; alſo that the 
Charge of Purgunnah Salone, my Jagheer, is given to Meer Nazir Ally; every Thing reſpecting 
myſelf is ſpecified in your Caulnama. Hitherto no Interference has taken place by any one; I am 
at a Loſs to account for the preſent Meafure. On what Plea has the Nabob reſumed my Jag- 
heer, or what ate his Intentions? While you are Reſident, can ſuch Proceedings be admitted? 
Expreſs your Diſapprobation, that it may not be carried into Effect. Before, Application was 
made through Molvie Fuzzle Azeem Khan to me, for Lowanah Talook, my Jagheer, when I 
wrote to Huſſein Reza Khan, and Hyder Beg Khan, on the Subject, who filenced Molvie Fuzale 
Azeem 'Khan—but now-the Reſumption of my Jagheer is reſolved on. | | 
The Jagheer is not the Grant of the Nabob, that he ſhould reſume it—let thoſe who granted 

reſume it. Nabob has nothing to do with me. Let me have a ſpeedy Anſwer. Counter- 
mand the Order to Meer Nazir-Ally (for the Reſumption of my Jagheer. The preſent State of 
Natters is trifling, but the Conſequences! ſhall be great.“ | api bo eee 


CY 


— 
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From the Reſident to the Bhowe Begum. 


I have received your Lane itulated the Contents— The Nabpb has thopght progers 
on account of the Inconveniencies, Loſs, and Indignities he ſuſtains from 05 244 Rm 
by the Jagheerdars throughout the Country, to reſume all the Jagheers in his Dominions, in which 
yours is neceſſarily included; but as the Amount of your Jagheer is confirmed to you by a written 
Agreement between you and the Nabob, and guaranteed by Mr. Eriltow in Behalf of the Gover- 
nor General and Council, it will be made good to you in ready Money. If you will cherefo 
be pleaſed to tranſmit me an accurate Account of the Amount you realized from your ſevera 

Jagheers,, Gunges, Bazars, &c. as ſpecified in the Caulnama, after deduQling the Expences of 
Collection, Sebundee, and all other Charges, I will pledge myſelf that the ſaid Sum (hall be re- 
gularly remitted to you at ſuch ſtated Times, and in ſuch Proportions, as you ſhall preſcribe :—- 


As to any Thing farther, his Excellency is Maſter.” © 
From the Bhowe Begum to Huſſein Reza Khan, 


« I find that Meer Nazir Ally has been veſted with Charge of Purgunnah Salone, my Jagheer, 
which to me is unaccountable. From whence proceeds his Excellency's Interference with my Jag- 
heer ? The Jagheer is not from his Grant, that he ſhould reſume it; what his Intentions may he, 
I am at a Loſs to form an Idea of—Note this, that if my Jagheer falls, the Country hall nog 
ſtand ; Remember this, and make the Nabob acquainted with jt. It is not well that for à trifling 
Matter much Trouble ſhould be occaſioned. —Recall the Aumil, to whom the Charge of the Jag- 
heer of Salone has been given; if not, it will not be well dane. Hitherto I have been ſilent and 


patient, but 1 cannot continue ſo longer. Whence this Reſolution for the Reſumprion of my Jag: 
heer ? Let me haye your Anſwer ſpeedily.” 2 * 


* From the Bhowe Begum to the Reſident, 


« The Particulars J have written you, reſpecting my Jagheers, having arrived, will be read 
by you. The Nabob has ſent Aumils to take Charge of chem. The Caulnama, under your Seal, 
is in my Poſſeſſion, in which all Interference with my Jagheers is diſclaimed, as well as all De- 
mands on me for Money. Now the Engagements of the Nabob are diſregarded, N I 
Engliſh are at Hand, I ſhall, in Ten 'Days, the Mohrum being Overs progped to Lucknow, 
where, having fully explained and adjuſted Affairs, I ſhall repair to wherever my Will may 
direct. Your being at Lucknow will expedite the clearing and cloſing the Affair. Let there be 
no Interference with my Jagheer previous to my Arrival at Lucknow, neither vexatiouſly interfere 
with my People. I am repairing to Lucknow: Wherefore this Precipitation? You are Gua- 
' rantee for the Cayulnima. Should the Country be loſt to me, it ſhall be loſt to all. I give you 
this Intimation. Note it.” WY Late 
« From the Bhowe Begum to the Reſident, 0 ite 
4 Having written to you particularly reſpecting my Jagheers, you are now acquainted therewith. 
Now the Nabob's Order to Meer Baboob Ally is arrived, directing the Reſumption of my Jag- 
heers, Nabob Gunge, on che other Side of the River, and Bene Gunge, and their Amount Col- 
lections to be paid into the Treaſury. Whence this Meaſure? Yau are acquainted with the 
Purport of the Caulnama, diſclaiming all Interference with my Jagheers, and by the Bleſling af 
God, are at Hand for my Benefit. Yet am I aſtoniſned with this Proceeding. The Jagheers ate 
Not granted by the Nabob, that he ſhould reſume them. What has he reſolved againſt me? The 
Conlequences ſhall be Extremities. There has been a Friefiſhip of long Date ſubſiſting between 
the Engliſh Government and me. I underſtand Aumis for other of my Jagheers are in Agitation. 
Interpoſe, and put a Stop to ſuch Proceedings. Application was made before by Molvie Fuzzle 
Azeem Khan, for Lowanah Taloak, my Jagheer; on which I wrote to Huſſein Reza Khan, and 
Hyder Beg Cawn, who explained the Matter to the Molvie, aud cauſed the Matter to be dr . 
Huſſein Reza Khan and. Hyder Beg Khan are my profeſſed Friends. The Buſineſs 1 write to 
on is effected. With them I am perfectly ſatisfied. , I am now convinced this Trouble is cauſed 
by Molvie Fuzzle Azeem Khan. Make known to him your Diſpleaſure at it, that this Affair 
may be relinquiſhed, forbidding him ever to enter gn the Subject of my Jagheers, to prevent any 
further — chis Kind therewith.“ | | 91.9% F000 1 Ld tha 
1 , \ 


; « From the Reſident to the Bhowe Begum. 1 : 7 | | 
I had the Honour to reply to your former Letter Yeſterday ; to the Contents of which I muſt 
beg leave to refer you, as far as relates to ſecuring to you the actual Income of your , e b 


Gungees, Bazars, &c. as ſer forth in the ,Caulnima Laar en you and his Excelletic 
Nabob. I certainly am bound in Duty to interfere, becayſe the Faith of the Goverpor General 
and Council, my Maſters, has been pledged to you for it; and I. am ready, as I before informed 
you, to ſettle that Point to your Satisfaction; but as to continuing the Lands, &c. in the Fo 
you have hitherto held them, his Excellency the Nabob is the Maſter, and 1 cannot pppole- lis 
oh - 206 Wh 1 * Pleaſure, 


* Sic in Orig. 


+ Sic in Orig. 


Pleaſure. It behoves you to refle& well on this Matter. I am equally the Friend of you and 
Son the Nabob, and can have no Prejudices in favour of one or the other. His Excellency de. 
clares, and I have myſelf ſeen too many Proofs to doubt it, that the Authority and Dominion 
exerciſed by the Jagheerdars is extremely prejudicial to his Revenue and Government. A Me- 
dium, therefore, being propoſed, by which you loſe nothing, and his Excellency gains ſo much, 
I ſhould “ you would not continue to reject it, ſince it is unqueſtionably the ſame to you, whether 
you receive the Income of your Jagheer through the Channel of an Aumil * jos under the 
Nabob's Authority, or from the Hands of your own immediate Agent. For the regular Remit- 
tance of whatever Net Income you may heretofore have received from your Jagheers, I willingly 


make myſelf reſponſible ; but I again repeat, that in all other Reſpects the Nabob is Maſter... 
What more ſhall I ſay ?” oy 


& From the Bhowe Begum to the Reſident. 


& T underſtand, from Huſſein Reza Khan, that he has ſpoke to you concerning my Jagheers, and 
that you in Reply ſhould ſay that the Nabob's ſending Aumils into my Jagheers was not of an 
Conſequence or Prejudice. If theſe are your Sentiments, I cannot but be much aftoni 
Had any other Perſon expreſſed ſuch, I ſhould not have felt it, but imputed them to his Igno- 
rance. Since I heard that you ſhould have declared ſuch as the above, I have been in Deſpair, 
as I cannot think the Country any longer proper for my remaining in it, as thoſe who bound 
themſelves by Engagements, now diſregard them, After the Mohrum is paſt, I ſhall repair to 
Lucknow, and take my Leave of it to ſojourn elſewhere, as neceſſitated by the Gentlemen at 
Lucknow, and as my Inclinations once led me, and is now God's Decree; though, ſhould I be 
neceſſitated to quit the Country, God grant that no Soul may be able to remain in it in Peace. 
The Power of Exiſtence reſts not with you, but God. You are a Ruler of the Country, and can 
take to yourſelf the Jagheers of others. Many are involved in Diſtreſs. Pride is not commend- 
able; it is not countenanced by God. How long is to be the Period of your Reign? Infamy 
is your Due. The Countries of Puttaghur, Owde, &c. yield Four Crore of Rupees; if they are 
not ſufficient to ſatisfy you, what can my Jagheers contribute rowards it? And why, without 
Knowledge, ſhould Aumils be ſent into them? If you mean to proceed in this Mode, fend Au- 
mils into Nezif Khan's Country, &c. and try the Conſequences. While I do remain in the 
Country, recall the Aumils from my Jagheers. Why ſo precipitate ? Be aſſured I ſhall with Ex- 
pedition take my Departure.” : | ok TR 


From the Reſident to the Bhowe Begum. 


* A Perſon aſſuming your Name has juſt arrived here, with a Letter under your Seal, addreſſed 
to me; but as I cannot believe, either from the Subject Matter or the Stile, that it can have been 
dictated by you, or written with your Knowledge, I encloſe a Copy of it, that you may detect the 


Forgery, and inflict a proper exemplary Puniſhment on the Perſon who ſhall have dared thus to 
abuſe your Confidence, and inſult me.” | ES | 


From the Nabob Vizier to the Reſident. © 


I have received your Letter, covering Copies of Letters from my Mother to yourſelf—recapi- 
tulated+ the Contents.—She ſays her Jagheers were not granted by me. Art the Time of the late 
Nabob's Death, theſe Mahls were under the Charge of Jowaur Ally Khan, on the Footing of 


other Aumils, inſomuch that the Accounts, &c. were lodged in the Dewan's Office; theſe Ac- 


counts, as they were delivered into the Dewan's Office to the Date of the Nabob's Death, are 


forthcoming. After his Death, I; as a dutiful Son, made over theſe Mahls to her in Jagheer, that 
it could not be ſaid I left my Mother unprovided. The Buſineſs and Mahls of the Khalſa ſuffer 
conſiderably, and are much prejudiced by the Authority and Conduct of the Aumils of theſe 


agheers, Mahls, as alſo from the Inſolence of the Houſehold Khajah; witneſs the Conduct of 


Bhar Ally Khan's Naibat Tondah. My Life, Eſtate, and Dominions originate from the Friend- 
ſhip of the Engliſh Government. Yet what Knavery have not theſe Houſehold Khajahs been 


guilty of. As therefore it is not prudent that theſe Mahls ſhould be continued in the Charge of 
my Mother, or Houſehold Khajahs, I have appointed my own Aumils—receive the Amount ariſing 


rom thele Mahls, and pay it to my Mother, after deducting rhe Charges of Collections, &c. 


abſolute Charges. I am ready to acquieſce in any Thing for my Mother. As for the orher Parts 
of her Letters, I truſt in God they are diftated by the Houſehold Khajahs; and that I have not 
cauſed Shame to myſelf from my Conduct to God or my Mother. After the Death of my Father, 


whatever was due from him to the Company, alſo to the Troops, I took upon myſelf ; but what- 


ever Effects there were, remained with my Mother. Some Time ſince ſhe gave ſome Part to me, 
but it went no Way in the Diſcharge of the Claims of the Company or Troops. For thele many 
Years I have endured much Inconvenience and Trouble for the Diſcharge of theſe; yer Half 
is not made good, and I am in daily Anxiety on this Account, from a Deſire to diſcharge all juſt 
Dues to the Var gar It is my Intention to proceed to Fyzabad in Ten Days, the Mohrum 
being over, when I mean to requeſt of my Mother the Whole of my Father's Eſtate, to enable we 


to pay off all Debts to the Company. Agreeable to the Laws of God, all my Father's Effects are 
my 


7 „„ 

wy Right, chat 1 mag make e en nie on han. If my Mother, from Affection, eotiſetits; 
I ſhall be happy; if not, in wliatever Manner ſhe may render it, I hull: pay it towards the Adjuſt- 
ment of the Balance due to the Company. With reſpect to the HouſeholU/Khajahs, T-ſhall confine 
and puniſh them, for the Knavery and Means they have uſed towards effecting a Breach between 
my Mother and myſelf. You will in Friendfhip- eauſt this Letter to de tranſlated into Engliſh, 
and ſend it immediately to the Governor, deſiring bim not to liſten to any one, or what my Moth 

may write, neither adopt her Opinion, but direct me to receive Money Hon det, towards the Pay- 
ment of the Company's Demands. I am teady to defray and (allow her for her Expences - witfi 
reſpe& to the Amount Collections of her Jagheets, after deducting all neceſſary Charges of Col- 
lection; you may receive and tranſmit it to her.. ꝓD D Dm fr hn Fo Io 


Read, from Book tos, already delivered in, the following Letter from the Bhow 
e thi Corio: Beals, rene eee 1208. „ bes 
| From the Mother bf the 'Vizier: \ Received 6th January 1782. 

« 5, Our Situation is pretty well, and your good Health is conſtantly prayed for. I had ſent 
Behar Ally Khan to you; accordingly People invented a Falſehood, that Behar Ally Khan was 
gone to get the Deputyſhip of the Soubah, and ſome Perſons here were ſaying, « Wherefore has 
ſhe ſent Behar Ally Khan to Calcutta to the Naivab Amaud ud Dowla? we'will never permit the 
Affair to ſucceed.” And accordingly it has ſo happe for they ſay that you alſo have not put 
your Seal to the Treaty; and the People here ſay, Why does the Nabob Lady correſpond with 
the Engliſh Gentlemen? On this Account I did not fend a Letter at the Time when you came 
this Way. Now the State of Affairs here is thus: On the 27th Zehedje, Aſuph ud Dowla Be- 
hader, without my Knowledge, ſent his own Aumils into my Jagheer. accordingly wrote 
ſevcral Times to Mr, Middleton on this Buſineſs, that his Seal was to the Treaty and Writing of 
Diſcharge, why did he not negociate in my Favour? | Mr. Middleton replied, © The Nawab is 
the Maſter.” I wrote frequently, but without Effect. Being helpleſs, I repreſent to you the 
State of my Affairs, that notwithſtanding the Exiſtence of this Treaty, I have been treated in 
this Manner: It is uſcleſs for me to ſtay here. Whatever is, is a Compact; whenever any one 
deviates from his Compact, he meets with no Credit for the future; and the Light of mine 
Eyes, Aſuph ud Dowla, wrote to me, that he had ſent his own Aumils into my Jagheers, and 
would pay me ready Money from his Treafury. Reflect on my Security for his adhering to bis 
future Engagements, from the Conſideration of his Conduct under his paſt Promiſes. I do not 
agree to his ready Money, let me have my Jagheer, as formerly ; otherwiſe, leaving this Place, 
I will wait on you at Benaris, and thence will go towards Shah Jehan Abad, becauſe he has not 
adhered to his Engagements. Send Letters to Aſuph ud Dowla, and to Mr. Middleton, and 
Huſſen Reza Khan, and Hyder Beg Khan, not to. moleſt the Beegum's. Jagheer, and to let them 
remain as formerly with the Beegum's Aumils; and. it is here ſuſpected of me, that my Aumil 
12 the Property of Mr. John Gordon. The Caſe is this: Mr. John Gordon arrived at 

andah, a Jagheer of mine, fighting with the Zemindars of Akberpoor, which belongs to the 
Khalſch. Accordingly, Mr. John Gordon having come to Tandah, my Aumil performed what- 
ever appertained to his Duty, Afterwards Mr. John Gordon wrote to me to. ſend my People, 
that he might come with them to Fyzabad. I ſent People accordingly to bring Mr. John Gordon; 
and the ſaid Gentlemen arrived here in complete Safety. And Mr. John Gordon is now preſent, 
aſk him yourſelf of theſe Matters. Mr. ; Gordon will repreſent Matters in Detail zthe 
Truth will then hecome known, how ill founded the Calumny is. Should you come here for a 
few Days, it will be very well; and if not, I will wait on you. And your coming here is very 
neccfTary, that all my Affairs may become arranged; and ſend a ſpeedy Anſwer to my Letters, 
and Letter to Aſuph ud Dowla, and Mr. Middleton, and Huſſen Reza Khan, and Hyder Beg 


Khan, on the Subject of ceaſing to moleſt my Jagheers ; and ſend me conſtantly News of your 
Health, for my Peace of Mind depends thereon.” (6 A Dre 


Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to the Nabob Vizier, dated 
the 2d January 1782, from Book 120, already delivered in. 


« To the Vizier. t 

12 «© Written the ad January 1782. 

« No. 1. From the Letters of Mr. Middleton I learn, that he had ſhewn you, as I deſired him, 
the Agreements entered into between us at Chunar, and that your Highneſs did not #gree to, ot 
approve of, ſeveral of the Articles My only Deſire in giving that Gentleman that Order was, that 
he wichr affiſt in the Adjuſtment of thoſe Matters agreed on; becauſe theſe Regulations tend to 
the ſtrengthening your Highneſs's Authority, and the Advancement of the Cultivation of the 
Country, Your Highneſs does not approve of the Aſſiſtance propoſed; I am in doubt how ts 
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proceed; my ſole View in this Journey to Benaris was to regenerate the Friendſhip already ſulifiſt- 


ing between your Highneſs and the Company, and ro aſſiſt your Highneſs in forming the Bundo- 


buſt of the Country; and I believe that that“ theſe Arrangements, from the Time of our mutual 
Adjuſtment of them, would ere this have been accompli but it has not happened; your High- 
neis has done nothing towards it; nor do I perceive, that, in the Bundobuſt which your Highneſa 
has conſented to, you act ſo as to bring it to a Concluſion, or that you approve of the Bundobuſt 
that I have pointed out. Still I am ready, with my Abilities, to aſſiſt your Highneſs, that, if 
your Highneſs requires it, I will repair to Lucknow, and uſe my Endeavours either either + with my, 
Advice or my Friendſhip in your Concerns, until every Article that has been agreed between us, 
ſhall be fulfilled. Should not your Highneſs approve of my Aſſiſtance in the Affairs of your; 
Sircar, I do not deſire to perſiſt in it; but if in future any Loſs ſhould be ſuſtained by your High- 
neſs, it cannot be laid to my Charge, and whatever remains due to the Company, it is neceſſary 
they ſhould receive it without a —.—˙＋ Unleſs this is done, I cannot return to Calcutta. Should 
this Matter be adjuſted, and your Highneſs's Deſire be ſuch, that the ſettling your Bundobuſt 
ſhould reſt in your own Hands, I agree to it. Whatever I may wiſh, I ſhall write to Mr. Middle- 
ton, who will explain it to your Highneſs,” | got | 


"a. 
77 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 
8a, before delivered in, beginning at Page 214 of the ſame. | | 


« To Mr. Middleton. 3 | 

„ Sir, : | | | Benares, ad January 1782. 
have received your Letters of the goth December, and ſhall reply to them fully. It has 
afforded ſome Relief to the Anxiety which I have felt. If you have not already declared to the 
Nabob the Explanation which I deſired you to give him, of * Sentiments expreſſed in my Letter, 
I deſire you to defer it till you hear further from me. In the mean Time you may aſſure him that 
whatever is written in the Agreement concluded between us at Chunar ſhall be literally and firmly 


obſerved on my Part. I ſhall immediately compare it, for that Purpoſe, with the Meaſures now 
under Conſideration. | 


« I am, &c. &c. 


(Signed) Warren Haſtings.” (3) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and fame Conſultation, * 
ginning at Page 224 of the ſame. | r 


8 « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. 
« Sir, | | | 

J have the Honour to inform you, that the Nabob marched to Fayzabad on the 1ſt inſtant, 
and that I follow him, conformably to your Orders, To-morrow Morning, having Yeſterday or- 
dered away the 8th Regiment to be ready to arrive with me on the 6th inſtant at Fayzabad. The 
20th Regiment, under the Command of Major Martin Gilpin, which was detached ſome Days ago 
from Cawnpore to enforce the Vizier's Order for the Reſumption of the Begum's Jagheer, I have 
thought it neceſſary to ſtation at Lucknow, in lieu of the 8th Regiment, until my Return from 
Fayzabad, when I ſhall be better able to judge how far, and what Force it * K. neceſſary to 
employ againſt the Agents of the Begum, who I underſtand have all received moſt poſitive 
Injunctions to oppoſe, by every Means in their Power, the Execution of the Vizier's Orders re- 


ſpecting the Jagheers. | 
21 have the Honour, &c. &c. . 5 
« Lucknow, * | (Signed) « Nath. Middleton, 
the zd Jan” 1782. Reſident at the Court of the Vizier.“ (5) 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book 
ning at Page 226 of the ſame. 


g « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. 
% Sir, . 


« I arrived with the Nabob at Fayzabad Two Days ago, and his Excellency has made his De- 
mand-upon the Bhow Begum; bur nothing final or deciſive having yet taken place, I defer writing 
tully, or entering on the Subject until To morrow, when I hope to be able to do it with ſome Cer- 


tainty as to the Reſult. 
13 (At the End) tou > 
« Fayzabad, the 1oth January 1782. Nath. Middleton.” (c) 
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and ſame Conſultation, begin- 


5 Vide Appendix, N: 2 XXXVIIL ( Vide Appendix, ibid. 
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| Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, ond ſame ane, be- 
ginning at. Page 239, of. the ſ ame. it 24170 
| . 4 _ To che Honourable Warren Haſtings, Gorenar Genera, e cee. 


« [ was 1. Day blur with your Commands of the roth inftant, informing. me of the 
Military Station you have eſtabliſhed at Juanpore, with the Liberty you grant the Nabob Vizier 
of claiming their Aid to quel any Diſturbances in the adjacent Pore his Provinces. I have 
accordingly 'comcmunicited” it to his Excellency, - who with great Juſtice was highly pleaſed 

with, the Diſpoſition, as in Truth the b bordering upon the Zemindary Benares 
have for a long Period of Time been of all others the Ds turbulent and J Ala. and 
nothing leſs than the Arrangement you have now formed, could effectually ſecure the Peace and 
Tranquillity in that Neighbourhood, ſo eſſential to the Proſperity of the Nabob's Government and 
Revenues. - 

« With reſpect to the Buſineſs here, I have the Honour to inform you, that Yeſterda 2 
that the temporizing and indeciſive Conduct of the Nabbb ſeemed to promiſe an 8 
different very different ſrom that expected in your Commands of the 26th December laſt, Sie in Ocig, 


and that the only Uſe the Two leading Eunuchs under the Bhow Begum made of the Delay was, 
to aſſemble and call in armed Men from all Quarters, which when united with the large Force 
already in the Town under their Direction, would in all Probability have brought the Matter 
to a much more ſevere and arduous Teſt than it at preſent could admit of; I found myſelf ne- 
ceſſitated to take the moſt immediate and deciſive Interference which the Force with me was capa- 
ble of, and . accordingly, having the Nabob's written Requiſition, marched the 23d Regiment, 
under the Command of Major Naylor, with a Detachment of his Excellency's own Troops, againſt 
the Kella, and had the Happineſs to ſucceed in putting the Nabob's s Party in Poſſeſſion of it with- 
out any Effuſiun of Blood ; the armed Men retiring from it on the Approach of our Troops, and 
drawing up with their Guns in a large broad Street before the Houſe I the old Begum, to which 
the Bhow Begum and her Two principal Eunuchs had retired the preceding, Evening, This 
pos the Nabob iſſued his perem Orders for the immediate Departure of all armed Men, 
cepting his own Troops, beyond the Precincts of the Town, threatenin ing them with an inſtant 

Attack they diſobeyed. This Order, after many Evaſions, was promiſed to be complied with: 
and the Two Eunuchs, Bahr and Jowar Ally Cawn, at the ſame Time coming in, and de- 
livering themſelves into the Nabob's Cuſtody, the armed Men, amounting to between Three and 
Four thouſand, evacuated the Town and diſperſed. I have ſince learnt, that had the Nabob's 
IM - roops alone attempted the Seizure of the Kella, a very deſperate Reſiſtance was reſolved upon, 
which appeared very probable, from the State in which the the armed Men were found, being the pre- 
ceding Evening furniſhed with a Store of Ammunition, and now- drawn up 4 regular 
Order, with loaded Pieces, and their Matches 1 but they were prudent h to ro ink 
themielves unequal to the united Efforts of his Excellency toe th ee 
giment, and by this Conviction much Miſchief has happily been preven 

To- morrow I hope to be able to inform you of Eee of the preſent ee Situ- 
ation, and in the mean Time have the Honour to remain, Sec. &c. 8 


« Fayzabad, Nath. Middleton, 
the 13th Jan” 1782. | Reſid* at the Court of the Vizier, 
« P. S. I have the Honour to encloſe you a Letter from the Vizier, in reply to your laſt to his 
Excellency.” (s) | 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning 
at Page 234 of the ſame. | 


« Honourable Sir, _ Kella, Fyzabad, J an” 14th 1782. 
Some Buſineſs of Importance, which the 28 to ſettle at Fyzabad, 

ſuddenly joining him there. After my Arrival, a Couple of Days paſſed in Negociation, but 
without f ﬀfet; and the Party | in the Town collecting g. and hourly gaining Strength, at length, 
after mature Deliberation, it was reſolved that I ſhould, with my e and Four Guns, 
ſtorm the Town, which I effected the 12th in the Morning. I very ſoon got Poſſeſſion of the 
Kellah, in which is the Palace and Zenanah ; and as there were not only ſeveral Gates, but Open- 
ings in the Walls, as I entered on one Side they eſcaped at the other ; but ſhortly after the Party 
returned again, headed by the Two principal Eunuchs, Bahr Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, 
and drew up oppoſite and within Sixty Yards of One of my Poſts, with Three Guns, and added 
the moſt aggravated f Behaviour; however, as did not fire, or offer any other Acts of Hoſ- + Sic in Orig, | 
tility, and when I reflected on the Conſequence that would attend a conteſted Diſpute in the 
Streets of the Town; of the Zenanah, &c. being ſubject to be piundered even by themſelves, 
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which would habe been zttilbuted to the; atid being fo fitoated? for the Safety of the Female Part 
of the Family on one Hand, who were under the moſt dreadful Apptehenfien, and for the Sup. 
port of his Excgllengy's. Authority on the other, Who was waiting the Reſult on the Outſide of 
the Town, I was for a ſhort Time doubtful how to decide; however, as I had Mahomed Affrein 
'Cawn along with me, a Perſon in high Favour with the Nabob,, and, well acquzinted with; both 
Parties, I defired to circulate lenient Advice, pointing out how fatal an Attack would be to them; 
and inevitable. Ruin to thoſe they appeared 8 to ſupport. It had the Effect; the, Two 
Ar eee ſurrendered, their People inſtantly left the Town, and. I ordered their Guns 
to be dragged: away,  _ NM ine I 2 02104 T. di nici e ee 
4 As = as the tumultuous Noiſe was over, and I had poſted Guards for the Safety of, the 
Palace, &c. I directly ſent a Chubdar to the Begum, and offered every Aſſiſtance ſhe. might want, 
and at the ſame Time conſiſtent with my Inſtructions, which ſhe accepted; and now, I have the 
; 3 to inform you the Shops are all open, and Peace and Tranquillity prevails thu | 
tO „ d wont ed Þ ang d ed o Fe A 
757 „I bave the Honour to be, G. | 
I | 1 4094 64 $431::1:::9 (ON 

« To the Honourable W. Haſtings, &c. 3 | » 

The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they ſhould next produce 
a Letter to ſhew the ſtorming and Plunder of the Kellaj;.,in which it. appears there 
was a Letter written by the Nabob Vizier to Mr. Haſtings, and alſo another, which 
was to have been conveyed thro' Mr. Middleton to the Bow Begum, neither of which 
the Managers had been able to find,  *- 0 WAL 


Read, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginning 
at Page 242 of the ſame. 1 l d 67h 

« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &. "1 
« Sir, ; es N ONS EINER _ 
« T have been honoured with your Commands of the 8th and 14th inſtant; and in Reply to the 
Firſt, have to inform you, that having repreſented to the ' Nabob' the improper Treatment which 
Dewanjee Punt-met with from the Officers of Government at Allahabad, on his Way to you, ſtri& 
Orders have been iſſued to the Phougedar of that Province to prevent any Impediment or Moleſta- 
tion to him on his Return to the Deekan; and I alſo, in obedience to your Commands, ſignified to 
the Nabob's Miniſters your Sentiments and Diſapprobation of a Conduct which reflected ſo much 
Diſgrace on his Excellency's Government. Their Reply was, That the Waſhing Duties, or Tax 
levied upon all Perſons coming to bathe at the Conflux of the Rivers Ganges and Jumma, has 
long been an eſtabliſhed Thing, and at prefent forms a conſiderable Article of Revenue in the 
T6kud of the Farmer of Allahabad ; that it ſhall be their Care to prevent, as much as poſſible, 
any Abuſe of this Privilege during the Remainder of the current Year, and at the Period of the 
new annual Settlement to aboliſh it altogether, if it is your Wiſh that it ſhould not exiſt. 

„J had the Honour to addreſs you under Date the 15th inſtant, incloſing you the Letter from 
his Nee the Vizier, for which you inform me you are waiting, and acquainting you with 
the Meaſures which had been taken here towards accompliſhing the Object of your Commands. I 
have hitherto withheld any farther Communication, in the Expectation of ſhortly being able to in- 
form you, with Certainty, what would be the Iſſur of our Proctedings; a Subject on which I have 
been extremely unwilling to touch, until I could do it on ſuch Grounds as could not miſlead your 
Hopes or Expectations : Until Yeſterday the Buſineſs was in no Form that could enable me to pro- 
nounce, or even conjecture, what would be the Reſult. a „ 

« Ir very early appeared, that the Begum, with the Aſſiſtance of her Cojahs, had diſpoſed et 
and ſecreted her Wealth in ſuch a Manner as to elude almoſt the Poſſibility of obtaining Poſſeſſion 
of it by mere Force of Arms; and whatever rigorous Meaſures it might be proper for the Nabob 
ultimately to adopt, it ſeemed, at all Events, in the firſt Inſtance highly expedient that we 
ſhould purſue the Courſe which promiled, with the greateſt Certainty, the Accompliſhment of his 

irſt Object, in which the Intereſts of the Company, and, your Deſires, were too much con- 
cerned, for me to heſitate a Moment in giving my. Concurrence to a temporary Forbearance, which I 
bad Reaſon to believe was the moſt adviſeable, and, if it did not ſucceed, could be attended in 
the Iſſue wich no worle Effect than a few Days. Delay in cloſing the Buſineſs. | 

« Your Letter to the Begum, which I had the Honour to receive and forward to her Yeſter- 
day, having deſtroyed a Reliance, which, notwithſtanding the Part I have avowed and ated with 
reipect to her, ſhe,probably placed in the Sqpport, apd ae of our Government, has given a 
very favourable Turn to the Buſineſs, and afforded, me a welk-grounded Hope that in One or Two 
Days more I ſhall be able to inform you of a ſatis factory Concluſion. of it. h | > $6 


2 UN 2 12 
N . Naylor.” (a) 5 


10 


; % have the Honour, &c. &c. * 25 9 
«-Fyzabad; — — Naben 
the 18th January 1782. * | Reſ* at the Court of the Vizier.“ (5) 
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= (a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVI1IL (5) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
Read, - 


16 Mn Tl N 
den the! fame Book, and fame ee 
« 'To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor LEY be. Rec. 


agreed to ſurrender to the Nabob the Treaſures of his late Father 
wiah, Mech ſhe had hitherto retained in her Poſſeſſion, his Excellency 
deſired me to withdraw the Troops from the Kella, that the, 
order to deliver the Treaſure—to this I conſented, as alſo to the 
the Ig Eunuchs Bhar _ 3 _ Cawn, _ yu Preſence and Aſſiſtance nothin 
could be effected, as they were the only Agents em y the Begum in the ſecreting 
depoſiting it: they previouſly pledging called upon, 

to the Acouſation which I have- — them was laid againſt them. In the mean while, the 


Begum has delivered over her Chelah, Shumſhexr Khan, whe was Phouſdar of Tanda when 
Captain Gordon arrived there—So that I nou Kape' the whole Buſineſs wes which 3” chms 


6 I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. PER 
Nath. Middleton, 
& Reſ' at the Viaier's Court,” 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governdr General, &c. &. 


you, under Date the 25th inſtant, acquaingi 
Vizier's having, from the Treaſure delivered up to him by che Bhowe Begum, ng you 


t of his Debt to the Honourable Company. 
13 Day Fa — of a Sum equal do the Liquidation 
wes me Hopes, that he ſhall be able 
ce 'of Sol of which I ſhall in due 


* Thave the Honour tobe &c, a 


Read, 6 the following Extract 
beginning at Page 244 of the ſame. 


the Nabob dan ul 


m might return into it in 
e-· delivery to the Nabob of 


themſelves to be preſent, When to anſwer 


here is in che molt favourable Train; 


« F ayzabad, 
the 200A January 1782. 


e 


I have now the P 


e 
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zabad, 
the 27th January 1782. 


To prove Mr. Haſtings's Difappibatdon of the Two Days of Negociation entered 
into by Mc. Middleton, 


Read, the foll Letter from the Governor General to Mr. Middlatn, dated 


23th January 1782, from Book C, already delivered in. 
| 6 To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refdent ut Lucknow. 


3 your Letters of che guft ultimo, dhe 3d, 
* The Sacisfafton which J received an the firſt Advice of your Succeſs at F 


allayed by my Di 
ructions contained in my 


zoth, and 18th inſtant, | 
yzabad, has been 
intment of its Effects. I am compelled to remind you of my In- 
They were the moſt poſitive, that you 
were not to allow any Negotiation or Forbearance, but proſecute both Services until the 
were at the entire Mercy of ng I their Jagheers in the 
their Wealth in ſuch Charge 
Lou began by Negocation, » 
tell me, that without heſitating 
Forbearance. It is 


of the 26th December. 


viet Poſſeſſion of his Aumils, and 
he ſecure ĩt agaiaſt private Embezzlement. 

ich had the natural Effect of exciting Reſiſtance; ind you = 
a Moment, you have given your Concutrence to a tempora 
poſſible that in this repea ion to my Orders, you . 
ſome Neceflity ; but this I can hardly fuppoſe, as you have not even alluded to them, 
deviated from them. 


I ſhall wait anxiouſly for che Reſult of 


98 


your oo. after having, et as 
'Nabdb, in the Firſt Inſtance, and his Application to me for my Concurrenee in the 
kis Reſumption of the Jagheers held by the 
| involved my own 


Reaſons for having 


Begums, and to the C 
own Name and the Credit of the 
4 have a Right to Ne des 1 bl bald you 


— — 


Poſſibility of a 's Dibopoin 
defire that you 


will expreſs theſe Semtiments to the Nabob, Tee 
aue repeac the Advice concained in my Letter, which, with a Copy of it, I enclole. - 


You r moſt obedient humble Servant 
ny | e 


— — to 


; Go) Vi Vide 3 1 XVIII. 
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To ſhew the Reluctance with which the Miniſter ated in this Buſineſs, - 
Read, the following Extract from Book 105, already delivered in. | 
« 8, Encloſures from Ally Ibrahim Khan, 
« Received 18th January 1782. 
„Ne x, Copy of a Letter from Hyder Beg Khan to Ally Ibrahim Khan. 

« Your affectionate Letter arrived at Fyzabad Palace on the 24th Mohurrem; you wrote that 
at the Time of taking leave of his Highneſs, after what had paſſed concerning the Settlement of 
Affairs, and the Permanency of the Proſperity of his Highneſs, and of the Company's Well. 
wiſhers, it occurred to your Mind, that good Order would ſpeedily aſſume Form from his 
Highneſs, and from the Nawab Huſſen Reza Khan, and from me, but that as yet ſeveral Affairs 
were not come to Light; that it was incumbent I ſhould perform them with Expedition, otherwiſe 
that there would be Cauſe for my being ſpoken againſt, and my Engagements obtain no Credit. My 
Friend, I became greatly aſtoniſhed and affected on underſtanding theſe Things, becauſe the Nawab 
Huſſen Raza Khan and myſelf knew the bettering of ourſelves to be dependant on the good Order 
of the Affairs of his Highneſs's Sircar, and of the Company's, and from the Time of my coming 
here, I knew not that any Affair has been delayed, and I have executed whatever came to my 
Underſtanding as appertaining to Loyalty to his Highneſs's Sircar, and to the Company's Sircar, 
which in Truth are one and the ſame, and alſo whatever Mr. Middleton commanded. However 
in ſome Matters, which have not been yet treated of, perceiving the Proſperity of his Highnefs's 
Affairs, and good Will to the Company's Sircar therein, I came to Fyzabad with a Determination 
concerning them, and to the utmoſt of my Power have laboured in forwarding them; no Manner 
of Neglect has or ſhall take Place. But, in the Performance of ſeveral beneficial Operations, the 
whole Court has become adverſe to me; yet not giving any Conſideration thereto, I reſign myſelf 
to the Service of his Highneſs and of the Company ; whatever'Mr. Middleton commands becomes 
performed. Notwithſtanding theſe Occurrences, of which Intelligence has undoubredly reached 
you, yet have you written in a friendly Manner to ſuch a Purpoſe ; it has produced the Thought, 
that ſome Matter muſt have been neglected, which I or Mr. Middleton have not recollected; there- 
fore, acknowledging the Errors to which Human Nature is ſubject, I requeſt Information what 
Buſineſs it is, of which you ſay, ſeveral Matters have not been performed: If you will write parti- 

cularly I will exert myſelf therein to the Utmoſt of my Power, in as much as * not wanting to 
Submiſſion and Obedience. Write to me ſpeedily a detailed Anſwer, for I labour under much 
Diſquiet and Anxiety; I cannot become convinced without Information. As I am perfectly certain 
that nothing of Mr. Middleton's Commands, have with my Knowledge been neglected, therefore 
ſuſpecting myſelt of ſon e Error, I have requeſted Information as to what you wrote, that I ſhould 
make haſte in the Affairs and give Information, and ſo on Occaſion it would be remembered. « You 
may underſtand my Conduct from others, that Night and Day I am employed on the Affairs of 
his Highneſs's and the Company's Sircars, and with perfe& Content of Mind. You may, on Occa- 
ſion, recal it to Remembrance, that as far as I am able, I neither have nor ſhall fail in the Buſineſs 
of both Sircars, which are as one and the ſame, and that conſidering the Favour of God, and the 
Kindneſs of Mr. Haſtings, Governor General, and turning not aſide, I will exert my ſelf from my 
Soul, in whatever may promote the Intereſts of both Sircars.“ | 


6 N- 2. Copy of a Letter from Hyder Beg Khan to Ally Ibrahim Khan. 


« From the Time that your friendly Letter arrived, containing this, that ſome of the Matters 
which were treated of for the Benefit of the Sircars of his Highneſs and of the Company, were 
not yet performed, my Heart has ſuffered great Diſquietude. From the Time of my coming here 
J have exerted myſelf in thoſe Matters, and I know my Proſperity to be in the good Order of 
the Affairs of his Highneſs and of the Company; and Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon are ap- 

inted here, and whatever has occurred to me for the Benefit of both Sircars, I have repreſented 
to both Gentlemen, and, imploring their Aſſiſtance, I employ myſelf in the Performance thereof. 
In getting Poſſeſſion of the Jagheers of his Highneſs's Relations, there have been great Difficul- 
ties; but, viewing the 282 of his Highneſs, I have not attended to the Diſcontent of any one; 
and Mr. Middleton, in Conformity to Mr. Haſtings's Directions, gives me his Aſſiſtance; I act as 
he commands. From that Period the Nobles of his Highneſs's Sircar are hoſtile to my Life. 
This Matter is not concealed ; it is publick. Conſidering God's Grace, and the Favours of the 
Governor, I am not wanting in Service. Having determined on an Undertaking not yet commu- 
- nicated, which I know to be for the Service of his Highneſs and of the Company, I am come as 

far as Fyzabad. If it be executed conformably to my Repreſentation, you will know it when 
completed. Here my Loyalty has made ſuch Enemies; and if I be in your Parts ſuſpected of 
Negligence, and Lazineſs, do me the Juſtice to conceive how great would, be my Diſquietude. 
However, I truſt that my Efforts and good Wiſhes are not in vain; the Nawab Governor Gene- 
ral is juſt and penetrating. He will afford ſome Comfort, and take me by the Hand. I am fur- 
priſed that, notwithſtanding theſe Circumſtances, of which you muſt have had daily Intelligence, 


Fe... 


( 823 3 


ou ſhould have written that ſeyeral Matters are not yet performed, and that for the future my 
romiſes would not meet Credit. Alas! =! 18 
Verſe. My Eyes are as a Mill, and Tears as the Grain. Ne e e 
« I do. not conſider ſuch Words from my Protector in a ſmall Light. Having underſtood the 

Cauſe thereof, write me in Detail, that my Alarms may be removed. | 3 
« Yeſterday I diſpatched an affectionate Letters in Anſwer to your friendly Epiſtle. I trouble * Sic in Orig. 

you again, from the Diſtreſs of my Mind, at underſtanding thoſe Circumſtances, Write a ſpeedy 

Anſwer, and write in Detail to me, whatever may be commanded and obſerved concerning me. 

It is of no Importance to write in Detail the Commands on other Buſineſs.” A 


To prove, that Hyder Beg Cawn had rendered bimſelf odious and deteſtable, by 
becoming Mr. Haſtings's-Agent and Inſtrument in the Execution of the Meaſures re- 
ſpecting the Begums, ee e RA 5 

Read, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to the Governor General, dated 
11th February 1782, from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book B. already delivered in. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 
« Sir, | . 

« Incloſed I have the Honour to forward you Addreſſes from his Excellency the Vizier and 
his Miniſters. In Vp to the latter, it is incumbent upon me to inform you, that during the 
Progreſs of the Buſineſs at Fayzabad, I received from them the moſt willing and zealous Support; 
and that to their Exertions I conſider myſelf greatly indebted for the complete Succeſs which 
attended that Buſineſs, as well as for the Fruits of it being ſolely applied to the Liquidation of the 
Nabob's Debt to the Henourable Company. 8 | | E 

Under theſe Circumſtances it would afford me great Satisfaction, and, I conceive, tend to 
prone the publick Service, were they honoured with ſome Teſtimony of your Approbation and 

avour, which would be particularly acceptable to them at this Period, as their Conduct in the 
Tranſactions at Fayzabad, and in the Reſumption of the Jagheers, has excited the inveteratt 
Reſentment of the Begums, and many Perſons of the firſt Conſequence about the Court, whoſe In- 
tereſts have been affected by the latter Meaſure, and created a more painful Combination againſt 
them than they have ever before had to oppoſe. | 1 NE dy ; 

% In ſhort, Sir, they are conſidered not only by this Party, but by the Nabob himſelf, as the 
Dependants of the Engliſh Government ; which they certainly are, and it is by its declared and 
moſt obvious Support alone that they can maintain the Authority and Influence which is indif- 
penſibly neceſſary, to enable them to diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in them, either with Credit to 
themſelves, or Advantage to the Publick. 57 e 

N L have 2 to be, with great Reſpect, 
. | --* a 
« Lucknow, the 11th Your moſt obedient and moſt humble Servant, 
February 1782. 10 (Signed) Nath. Middleton.” 


To prove that Mr. H aſtings rewarded the Min iſters, by ſending them the Khelaats, 

or Robes of Honour, ene. 3 watt | | 
Read, from 'the ſame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton. to the 

Governor General, dated 12th May 1782, £ 


4 « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. &c. &c. 
« Sir, | | : . | | LP 

« Having in Obedience to your Commands prepared, and in your Behalf inveſted the Miniſters 
with the Khelats you conſented to beſtow upon them as a Token of your Protection, I have now 
the Honour to forward you their Acknowledgments on that Occaſion. And am, with the moſt 


profound Reſpect, 


6 Lucknow, Your moſt obedient, and 
the 12th May 1782. ; F | moſt humble Servant, 
* 0941 | (Signed) Nath. Middleton,” 


Read, the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated the 2 5th 
January 1782, already delivered in at the Bar (a). 3 | 
„ c / IC ark ts Fayzabad, the 25th January 1782. 
* have the Satisfaction to inform you, that we have at Length fo far attained the great Object 
of our Expedition to this Place, as to commence on the Receipt of Money, of which, in the 
(e) Vide ſupra, Page 656. | NE ROM 


% 


. * 


ERS * 


2 0 * 


— | _— —_— — 
» * WW 


Caurſe 


+ * My dear Sir Elijah, 
to the Liquidation of the Nabob's Debt to the Company. After 


(824) | a 

Courſe of this Day, we have gut unt Six Lacks, I know dot yet what Amomtwelhall att yatly 
realize, but I think I may ſafely venture to pronounce it will de cqual\ to the Liqui of the 
Company's Balance. It has been at once Me mot important abd che moſt Uifficule/ Poim of Duty 
which has ever eccurred/in my Offite, and the Anxiety, che — and Fears, which have alter. 
nately agitated my Mind, cannot be dxſcnibed or conceived but d thoſe who have been Withes 
to what has paſſed in the Courſe of this long Conteſt. The'Miniſters have ſupported me nobly 
throughout the Bufineſs, and deſerve much Commendation; \wirhout the threwd Diſcernment, and 
Knowledge of the Fineſſe and Tricks of the Country, which, Hyder 3 poſſeſſes, I believe 
we ſhould have ſucceeded but indiffrrentiy; for 1 foon fund chat no teal {Advantage Was do be ob- 
tained by proceeding at once to violent Extremities with the Begum, and that ſhe was only to be 
attacked through the Medium of her confidential Serwants, who it tequired conſiderabie Addreſs 
to get held of; however, we at laſt effected it, and by uſing ſome few Severitzs' with them, we at 
Length came at the ſecret Hoards of this old Lady. I will write you more Pantzealars hereafter. 


« I am ſorry to inform you my little Boy ſtill continues in a very precarious Way, though ſome- 
| A MILL VUCLIGN $43 OE! 


what botter than when T had laſt the Honour to addrefs yu. un | 
wy My ReſpeRts to Lady knpey ; and believe me with'great Regard,” 
My dear Sir Elyah, e 
Tour fdirtiful,” obliged, ande 
moſt affectionate humble Servant, 
Nathaniel Middleton.“ 


Then the following Letter from Mr. Middleton to Sir Eljah Impey, dated 27th 

January 4782, was delivered in, and read as follows: 

__« My dear Sir Elfah, \ Fayzabad, 25th January 1782. 

« J — the Pleaſure to inform you Yeſterday of my having commenced, on the Receipt of 

oney ; this is only ro tell yoo, that we have gone on receiving ever ſince without any material 

ment; and if we continat with the ſame Succeſs To-morrow, I flatter myſelf the 8 
of oor Friend will be fully accompliſhed, and I ſhall return to Lucknow very well ſatisfied with the 

Expedition. In the worft Event that can now happen, it cannot be à bad Buſineſs for the Com- 

"diy Reſpths wo Lady Imp Ar rags; with true Attachment, | 

r Sir, + 

; , Your faithful and affectibnate humble Servant, 

By | n Nath. Middleton. 
« My little Boy {till continues in a precarious Way,” ?- 3 18 
Then a Letter, from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated Fayzabad, the 

27th January 1782, was delivered in, and an Extract from the ſame was read, as 

follows : | ? | *s 


. Fs > $33 1's $643  W DILAS l 
« We have made a conſiderable Progreſs in our Receipts here; having already realized enough 
for the Liquidation of the Nabob's firſt Bond to the Company, and in Hopes ot getting ſufficient 


« Sir E. Wnpey. 


to pay off alſo the ſecond, which is only Twelve Lacks... In ſhort, my dear Sir, the Bufineſs has 
anſwered the Expectations I told you, at Lucknow, I entertained of it, and cannat fail to give a 


conſiderable Help to the Company's Finances, at a Time they ſo much want it. 
My Aecoumts from my Family at Lucknow are ſomewhat more favourable then they were, 
but not ſuch as to remove my Apprehenſions about the Child. I beg my Reſpects to Lady Im- 
pey ; and remain, with unfeigned Regard, | 

| My dear Sir Etyjah, 


2 Fayzabad, the 25th January 1782. | N r e- d. | 
Sir Elijah Impey. . Noch. Middleton.“ 


Then a Letter, from Mr. Middleton to Sir Elijah Impey, dated the '5th February 
1782, was delivered in, and read, as follows: r 

| | Lucknow, the 5th February 1782. 

have the Pleaſure to inform you of my Return to Lucknow, with a Sum of Money equal 

| | paying up the Arrears of the 

Troops in theſe Provinces, for which they huve long been vory prefiing, I hall aimmediately/for- 

ward the Reſidue to the Preſidency ; and fhall think myſelf happy in bei 

affording fo ſeaſonable a Relief to the Exigencies of Government. This is all I have, at, preſent, 
Time to trouble you with, en Befneſs; but ſhall write you again in a Day or Two. ] A 8 

{* 1 have the Sarisfuction to getguaint you, that my little Boy is much better, than when l laſt 

« wrote you; dut Nil fo weak, und recovering fo Nowly, tit wm immediate Change of Alr K 


being the Infirument af 
4 


«-ftrongty rerommended, und, perimps, * Expediem cum can promiſe to lave WR 6 


* 


SR TT 
« Mrs. Middleton will, therefore, ſet out with him in a few Days, - accompanied by Cator's Fa- 
« mily, for Dacca, and from thence, if the Seaſon will permit, ſhe will proceed to Chittagong. 
« This Meaſure; I am ſorry to ſay, is almoſt as neceſſary for her as the Child 3 for what wick 
« Grief and Anxiety for him during his long Indiſpoſition, and the Effects of a violent Cold, 
„ which ſhe- c ſoon after you left us, her Health is very much impaired, and would, I 
«. apprehend; not cafily be reſtored at Lucknow. e Wee 
«. am vety-ahtious to accompany her, or at leaſt to follow her ſoon ; and, for that Purpoſe, 
« requeſted, through Mrs. Haſtings, ſome Time ago, the Governor's: Leave of Abſence ; but he 


« had left her, and proceeded, by Dank, tothe Preſidency, before my Letter reached her, fo that 
am difappointed, and muſt now, my dear Sir, entreat of you this friendly Office; 

« { ſhall- not avail myſelf of the Indulgence I ſolicit, until all the Governor's Orders are exe- 
« cuted, and the Buſineſs of my Office put in ſuch a Train, as to run not the ſmalleſt Riſk of 
being impeded by my Abſence. The ſooner you can favour me with the Governor's Leave, 
« the greater I ſhall conſider the Obligation. Mrs. Middleton joins me in beſt Reſpects to you 


« and Lady Impey, and I remain, with great Regard, w fits ded he Baa. 
| « My ir Elijah, 


your faithful, obliged, and 
moſt affectionate Servant, 
« Nath. Middleton.“) 5 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, beginning 
at Page 246 of the ſame. | 
To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &t. 


0 Sir, 

% I have had this Day the Honour to receive your Commands of the 25th ultimo, and am ex- 
tremely concerned that the Mode of conducting the Fayzabad Buſineſs, as ſet forth in my Ad- 
dreſs of the 18th January, did not meet your entire Approbation. Permit me to aſſute you, Sir, 
it is with the greateſt Reluctance I ever venture to deviate from the expreſs Letter of your In- 
ſtructions; and I cannot accuſe myſelf of having done it on any Occaſion, where it did not ap- 
pear to my Judgment that the Object and Spirit of them rendered it adviſeable, and that the ap- 
parent Neceſſity would juſtify ſuch Latitude. 

In the preſent Inſtance, it was more in Appearance and Expreſſion than in Fact, that any De- 
viation was made from your Orders of the 26th December ; for although I was conſtrained, from 
my ſtrict Regard to the Accompliſhment of what I conſidered the Firſt Object of this Under- 
taking, to admit of a temporary Forbearance, for the Reaſons aſſigned in my Addreſs of the 18th 
ultimo, the Begums were at that Time to be conſidered as entirely at the Mercy of the Nabob, 
their Jagheers were in the Poſſeſſion of his Aumils, their Troops diſperſed, and the Kella of Fay- 
zabad, which included alſo the Bhow Begum's own Habitation, under the Guard of his Excellen- 
cy's and our Troops. 

It remained only to get Poſſeſſion of her Wealth; and, to effect this, it was then, and is ſtill, 
my firm and unalterable Opinion, that it was indiſpenſably neceſſary to employ temporizing Ex- 
pedients, and to work upon the Hopes and Fears of the m herſelf, and more eſpecially 
upon thoſe of her principal Agents, through whoſe Means alone there appeared any probable N 
Chance of our getting Acceſs to the hidden Treaſures of the late Vizier; and when I acquaint 
you that by far the greateſt Part of the Treaſure which has been delivered to the Nabob was 
taken from the moſt ſecret Receſſes in the Houſes of the Two Eunuchs, whence of courſe it 
could not have been extracted without the Adoption of thoſe Means which could induce the Diſ- 
covery, I ſhall hope for your Approbation of what I did. 1 muſt alſo obſerve, that no further 
Rigour than that which I exerted could have been uſed againſt Females in this Country, to whom 
there can be no Acceſs. The Nabob and Salar Jung were the only Two who could enter the Ze- 
nanah : The Firſt was a Son, who was to addreſs a Parent, and of courſe could uſe no Language 
or Action but that of earneſt and reiterated Solicitation ; and the other was in all Appearance a 
Traitor to our Cauſe : Where Force could be employed, it was not ſpared. The Troops of the 
Begum were driven away and diſperſed, their Guns taken, her Fort, and the outward Walls of 
her Houſe, ſeized, and occupied by our Troops, at the Nabob's Requiſition, and her chief Agents 
impriſoned and put in Irons. No further Step was left. And in this Situation they ſtill remain, 
and are to continue (excepting only a Remiſſion of the Irons) until the final Liquidation of the 
Payment; and if then you deem it proper, no poſſible Means of Offence being left in her Hands, 
or thoſe of her Agents, all her, Lands and Property having been taken, I mean, with your Sanc- 
tion, to reſtore her Houſe and Servants to her; and hope to be favoured with your early Reply, as 
expect that a few Days will complete the final Surrender of all that is further expected from the 


Begum. 


” * — — 
* — - 
—— — —— XAT... aw & A * * 


- 
2» * +7. a 3 = 
— — vv LAID FIZ LIES 
— = 


- + cer. ——— amt” 


— eZ 


« Lucknow, I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 


the 5th February 1782, Nath. Middleton, 
Reſident at the Court of the Vizier.“ 
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C80 
* To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. 
1 Sir, * 5 | 1 | 3 
« had the Honour to addreſs you Yeſterday ; and this Morning I was favoured with your 
Commands of the 27th ultimo. 4 ; | 
Tou are already apprized, by my Addreſs of Yeſterday, and my preceding Letters, of the 
romiſed Iſſue of the Buſineſs at Fayzabad, as well as of the State in which I left it; both which 
f hope will be ſatisfactory, as they ſeem to leave the Matter in that State of Suſpenſe which you 
with it to remain, until the Board or yourſelf ſhould have been adviſed of the Amount of the 
. Treaſure recovered from the Begums, and ſignified your further Pleaſure. £ | 
« The Nabob has concluded no Settlement whatever with the Begums, but left Fayzabad ſome 
Hours before me, without taking Leave of them, upon their Agents having agreed to complete 
the 55 Lacks, which appeared due to the Company upon the cloſing of my Accounts for the laſt 
Year, and the Begums declaring that this was the Extent of all their Poſſeſſions, including down 
to their Table Utenſils, which they have, and are ſtill delivering, and no Proof has yet been ob- 
tained of their having more. I ſhall, as you direct, uſe my Influence to diſſuade his Excellency 
from concluding any Settlement until I have your further Commands. | 
: | « [ have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 


« Lucknow, Nath, Middleton, 
the 6th February 1782. RT Reſident at the Court of the Vizier.” (a) 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


8 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIII. 
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Die Fovis, 22. Maij 1788 


2 , 


H E Lords being in hat Place, the Houſe reſamed; the uſual 1 

made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the. Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence, 


Then it was moved that CHARLES PURLING Eſquire might be called; * and 
being called in, he was examined as follows: 


. a Lord.) Did not the Nabob of Oude write a Letter to you in 112 55 in which he, mentions 
that he had retrenched his Expences to a very conliderable Amount? | 
A. I do not recollect any particular Letter. 


Q. Do you know whether the Nabob, in point of Fact, retrenched his perſonal Esel to any. 
and what Amount, in the Year 1780 

A. At the Time the Nabob reſented his Diſtreſſes, I heard at leaſt he had made many Re- 
trenchments in his Expences, but i do not know to what Amount, 


Q. From what you know of the Manners and Ideas of the Sovereign Princes i in that Country, 
would they not, with great Reluctance, ſubmit to retrench their Expences ? 

A. I think that the Nabob of Oude would be reduced to much Diſtreſs before he would rac 
his Expences. 

Q. Do you ſuppoſe, that if ts Nabob bad had a an other Means of paying the Debt to che Com- 
pany, that he would have taxed the Jaghires of his Family ? 


A. I do not imagine he would; — he did not in my Time; chough he gave the Tuncaws, no 


Collections were made upon the Jaghires of his Family. 


Q. Whether the Tuncaws that you ſpeak of, were given upon all the J hires ? 
A. Upon all the Jaghires, including the Family of the Nabob. Y 


Q.: Whether thoſe Tuncaws, if they had been paid, maſt have been paid out of i the Tuncaws 
aſſigned upon thoſe Jaghires ? 
A. There were Tuncaws aſſigned upon the Jaghires of the Begums, as well as the other Princi- 
palities of Oude, but no Collections were made upon the Jaghires of the Nabob's Family. 


You ſay no Part of the Payment was made out of thoſe Tuncaws aſſigned L K. the Jaghires 


Q. 
of the Nabob's Family. 
A. No. 


Q. None of the Tuncaws made upon thoſe Jaghires were in point of Fact paid? 
A. No Collection had been made upon the Jaghites of the Nabob's Family. 


Q Why were no Collections made upon thoſe Tuncaws ? 
A. Becauſe the Begums would not pay them. 


Q. Are there any Laws that you know of in Indoſtan reſpeRing filial Obedience do they make it 
a Part of the Law of the Country, in any Manner you know of ? 
A. I believe it is no more the Law of the Country than it is in this Nation ; it is che Uſage. 


Q. But according to the Uſage of the : Contr is it Part of the Morality of the Country? 
A. Moſt undoubtedly. | | ; | 


Q. Is it practiſed religiouſly ? 
A. As much as in any other Country. 


Q. At what Time did you reſide there? 
A. One Year, from November 1779 to Novembgr-1780 


Q During 
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During that Time, was there 155 Thing you obſerved in the Cœndoct of the Begumis indi- 


cative of Difaffection to the * Government ? 
A. Never. 


Q. Did not the Begums always expreſs to you, that their ä Reliance was upon the Engliſh 


Government, againſt the Nabob and his Miniſters ? 
A. I do not know that they ever told me fo, or faid any Words to is Effect; but they would 


certainly apply, if they thought themſelves oppreſſed by the Nabob, either to the Reſident, or to 
the Engliſh Government for their Interference. 


. From the general Condudt of the Begums, are you" not of Opinlon they did place this Con- 


fidence in the Britiſh Government ? 
A. They did make Applications at different Times. 


Q. Suppoſing they would be redreſſed in conſequence of thoſe Applications 

A. 

Q. You have ſaid there are Books of Records in India which you 0 Letter Books; whether 
you did not enter the Treaties delivered to you by the Nabob's Miniſter in them? The Firſt 
Treaty is that ſigned, by Mr. Briſtow to the Elder Begum.— The Second, that figned by Mr. 


Middleton to the Bow Begum. According to the Courſe” of keeping the Letter Books you 
alluded to, and which you called a Record, ought not thoſe Treaties to have made a Part of 


thoſe Books ? 
A. If thoſe Treaties had been completed, they would undoubtedly have been ſent to the Eng- 


liſh Government at Calcutta, of Courſe they would have been entered upon the Letter Book. 
Q. The Queſtion is, Whether the Treaties in the State in which they were, © ught, accord- 
it 


ing to the Courſe of keeping that Letter Book as a Record, to have made a Part o 


A. If thoſe Agreements between the Begums and the Nabob had been completed, they would 
have been ſent to the * Government, and of Courſe they would eee entered upon the 


Letter Book. 

- Q. But as they were? 

A. I have underſtood from Mr. Middleton's Evidence ys were not completed z but I took 
them as complete Engagements, 

2 According to your Acceptation of them, they ought to have made a Part of the Letter 

but ſuppoſing them to be what Mr. Middleton's Evidence repreſents, they would not have 

been upon the Letter Book ? 

A. They would not have been upon the Letter Book: That is the Diſtinction. 

Q. You were ordered to reſign all your Papers to Mr. Middleton ; are all of them upon 
Record, or are any of them, to your Knowledge, ſuppreſſed ? 

A. You ſpeak of my Time ? | 


Tes! 
. I do not know that any One Paper, during my Time, is ſuppreſſed: I believe that the Whole 


of my Correſpondence i is now at Lucknow: At leaſt I do not know any Thing to the contrary. 
Q. Whether you ever ſaw, upon Record, the Treaty concluded by Mr. Middleton i in Fe- 


bruary 1779. 
A. I do not know what Treaty is alluded to. I have not ſeen any Treaty upon Record, 
Q. I mean the Treaty with the Bow Begum, under the Signature of Mr. Middleton? 
A. I never have ſeen it. 


Q. Recollect, whether you know any Thing of the Treaty alluded to, of October 1778, between 


Mr. Middleton and the Bow Begum ? 
A. I do not recolle& any Thing of the Kind, if the J was told me, I might recolle& 


Something of it. 


'Then a Paper was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and the following Queſtion put to him: 


Q. Have you looked at that Inſtrument ? s 
A. Yes. 


Q. Do you remember any Thing of the Tranſaction ? 
A. I do not recolle& any Thing of that Treaty. FOE: pn 


Q. What was the Cuſtom of your Office, while you was Reſident, upon the Receipt of any 

Perſian Correſpondence in any Matter of Conſequence ? 
A. Ir is a Cuſtom throughout the Country, and throughout the Service, chat any Letters or 
Perſian Correſpondence which | is received, that it ſhall be neceſſary to tranſmit to Government, is 
, 8. a J N | } | put - 
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put under Cover in a Letter from yourſelf, and you put the Contents of it, after the Letter is 
tranſlated, in your own Letter Book. 


. You have ſaid, after incloſing it, it is the Practice to put the Contents generally in your 
own Letter Book; whether the invatiable Cuſtom was to place a Tranſlation, or the Perſian Ori- 
inal, in it ? 
N A. An Engliſh Tranſlation. 


Q. Whether in any Inſtance you ever cat an original paper to be copied and left in Perſian 
in the Office 

A. Not a Perſian Paper ever in the Letter Book ; the Moonſhy, who 1 is a native Tranſlator, kept 
Copies of the Perſian Papers. 


Q. The Moonſhy is one of the Servants of the Office ? 
A. Yes, one of the Servants of the Office. 


It was his Buſineſs to keep a Copy of the Perſian ? 
A Yes, of the Perſian. 


Q. And the Engliſh Reſident's Buſineſs was to — the Engliſh Tranſlation 
A. Yes. 


Q. (Croſs examined.) Whether you a your ever kept any private Copies, or Letter Book for your 
own private Uſe? - 
A. Copies of publick Letters. 


Q. Did you keep Copies of the Corre Lease while you was Reſident ? 
A. I kept certainly Copies of publick Letters ſent, 


. But of Letters received? 
. A: Never.,—I did not. 


Q. What is it that you ſay you never kept a Copy of ? 
K 4 Of publick Letters received I never kept a Copy a | kept the original Letters in my own 
oſſeſſion. 


Q. = you keep a Letter Book for your own private Uſe, of any Part of the cn nds 
in the Office? 
A. Never; I never kept a private Letter Book of publick Papers. 


The Queſtion was whether you kept any Copies of publick Letters for your own private 
Uſe; do you ſay you never did keep any Letter Book for your own private Uſe, which contained 
any Tranſlation of publick Correſpondence ? 
A. Never; I have nor. 


Whether the Copies of the Letters received, and the Incloſures ſo received, were kept in 
different Books ? 
A. I have ſaid I kept no Copies of Letters received; I kept the Letters dende the original 
Letters I received either from the Board, or any Individual with whom I had publick Tranſactions, 
and of Courſe the Encloſures were depoſited with the Letters. 


. I underſtood you that the Practice of your Office was to keep the Original of all Letters re- 
ceived,” the Letters themſclves and the Encloſures ; and that of thoſe Letters you kept no Copy 
either in the Office or in private ? 

A. No. 


Q. Then if it was neceſſary to tranſmit the Subſtance or Contents of publick Letters to Cal- 
cutta, whether the Originals were ſent, or Copies of them ? 

A. I beg leave to correct myſelf with reſpect to the Perſian Correſpondence if I had Occaſion to 
mention any Tranſaction to the Board of Perſian Correſpondence, or Letters received from Indi- 
viduals, of Courſe I entered them in my Letter Book. 


Q. As Part of what you wrote? 
A. As Encloſures, 


Q. When you received Letters in the Courſe of your official Duty as Reſident, and had Occa- 
ſion to tranſmit them to Calcutta; did you tranſmit the Originals, or only Copies ? 

A. The Originals were depoſited in the Office, and Copies ſent to the Board with ſome Atteſta- 
tions. 


I would wiſh to know of the Witneſs whether you yourſelf ever was at Fyzabad, after you was 
appointed Reſident ? 
. I was at Fyzabad once in my Way to Lucknow, to take Charge of my Office, 


: 4 Had you any Conference at that Time, or any ſubſequent Time, with the Begums them- 
elves ? 
A. My Viſit was merely complimentary, I had none but a complimentary Conference 
10 B Q. Was 
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Q. Was any other Application made to you, while you were Reſident, upon any other Occaſion 
than that you have mentioned reſpecting the Jaghires ? 
A. I do not recollect any other Application, | 


Q. Then are we to underſtand that was the only official Tranſaction, which gave you an Op- 
porcunity of diſcovering the Sentiments entertained by the Begums, while you was Reſident, towards 
the Engliſh? | | | 

A. 1 do not know how to anſwer that Queſtion diſtinctly, but I underſtood from their having ap- 
plied to Mr. Middleton, and having got Treaties and other Circumſtances, that they had courted the 
Protection of the Engliſh, „ SEN 


Q: Thoſe were Tranſactions antecedent, and not during your Time ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. Whether it was not the Practice of the Office, when any Treaty was made with the Country 
Powers, in the firſt Place, that an Office Copy ſhould be kept, then, that it ſhould be numbered, 
and left in the Office, and the Original tranſmitted to Calcutta ? | : | 

A. If the Treaty was of that Conſequence, as to require a Ratification of Government, of courſe- 
I ſhould ſend the Original to Calcutta; if to be ratified by the Reſident, he certainly would keep 
the Original in his own Office, and ſend off a Copy of it to the Government of Calcutta. 


Q. Do you remember the Inſtruments delivered to you by the Nabob ? | 
A. I have already ſaid, when they were delivered to me, I took them for good Engagements; I 


grounded my own Conduct upon them; that is, I ſent a Copy of them to the Governor General and 
Council at Calcutta. | | | 


Q. Do you know the Number of the Nabob's Cavalry, during the Time you was there? 
A. No, indecd I do not. 5 


Q. Do you know nearly ? 
A. No, I cannot poſſibly tell. 


Q. Do you recollect any Drought happening in the Country, while you reſided there ? 


A. There were conſtant Complaints of it the whole Year I was at IL. ucknow; I do not believe we 
had Three Days Rain, 


Q Was that a remarkable Seaſon ? 
A. A very remarkable Seaſon, 


Q: So that there was a great natural Drought that Year ? 
A. Yes, very much ſo. 


Q. Did the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, ever blame you for having ated upon 
thole as exiſting Treaties ? 


A. I have already faid, they did not. 
The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would now proceed 


to ſome written Evidence relative to the Seizing of the Treaſures of the Begums, and 
the conſequent Cruelties. | 


Read, from Book 82, alread delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 12th of June 1783, beginning at Page 252 of the ſame Book. 


X „To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. 

„ 

I had the Honour to addreſs you under Date the 6th inſtant, informing you of the State 
in which I had left the Buſineſs at Fayzabad, and the Hopes I entertained of a ſpeedy Com- 
pletion of it; permit me now to acquaint you, that, of the remaining Balance engaged to be 
made good by the Two Eunuchs Bahr and Jowar Aliy Cawn, I have this Day had Advice of 
the Receipt of between Five and Six Lacks, which is now on the Way to Lucknow; and the 
deſidue I have every Reaſon to believe will be realized before this Letter reaches your Hands: 
So that I have now to repeat my Requeſt, that I may as ſoon as poſſible be honoured with 
your final Commands reſpecting the Conduct it is your Wiſh ſhould be purſued with the 
Begum and her Eunuchs. | N 
„Abe Services of Major Naylor's Regiment being required to the Eaſtward of the River 
Gogra, as well to ſupport the Authority of the Nabob's Government in that Quarter, as to be 
ready to join in the Plan of Operations which may be determined on, in Obedience to your 
Commands, againſt Futty Saw, I have ſent One Battalion of Major Gilpin's Regiment to re- 
jieve Major Naylor at Fayzabad ; which I hope you will approve. 
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1 have the Pleaſure to inform you that the 8th Regiment, which I left to eſcort the 
Treaſure from Fayzabad; arrived this Day, and ſafely delivered its Charge. Upon its Arrival, 
j immediately diſpatched to Colonel Muir the Sum requiſite for che Payment of the Arrears 
due to his Detachment; I am now forwarding to Colonels Morgan and Sir John Cummins, 
the Amount for which they have called upon me, after which J ſhall loſe not a Moment in 
remitting the Reſidue to the Preſidency. | 

bet I have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 

« Lucknow, (Signed) Nath: Middletoti, 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, be- 
ginning at Page 256 of the ſame Book. wy! 


„To the Honourable Warren Haſtings; Governor General, &c. 
« Sir, | | | 
« Incloſed I have the Honour to forward your Addreſſrs from his Excellency the Vizier and his 
Miniſters. | | | | 
In Juſtice to the latter, it is incumbent upon me to inform you, that during the Progreſs of 
the Buſineſs at Fyzabad, I received from them the moſt willing and zealous * and that to 
their Exertions I confider myſelf greatly indebted for the complete Succeſs which attended that Bu- 
ſineſs, as well as for the Fruits of it being ſolely applied to the Liquidation of the Nabob's Debts 
to the Honourable Company. | | 

« Under theſe Circumſtances, it would afford me great Satisfaction, and, I conceive, tend to 
promote the publick Service, were they honoured with ſome Teſtimony of your Approbation and 
Favour, which would be particularly acceptable to them at this Period, as their Conduct in the 
Tranſactions at Fyzabad, and in the Reſumption of the Jagheers, has excited the inveterate Re- 
ſentment of the Begum, and many Perſons of the firſt Conſequence about the Court, whoſe In- 
tereſts have been affected by the latter Meaſure, and created a far more powerful Combination 
againſt them, than they have ever before had to oppoſe. In ſhort, Sir, they are conſidered, not 
only by this Party, but by the Nabob himſelf, as the actual Dependants of the Engliſh Govern- 
ment; which they certainly are, and it is by its declared and moſt obvious Support alone, that they 
can maintain the Authority and Influence, which is indiſpenſably neceſſary to enable them to 
diſcharge the Truſt repoſed .in them, either with Credit to themſelves or Advantage to the 


Publick. | . 

« T have the Honour to be, &c. &c. 
« Lucknow, | (Signed) « Nath. Middleton, 
the 11th February 1782. Reſ* at the Vizier's Court.“ (8) 


Read, from Book 120, already delivered in, the following Letter, from the Gover- 
nor General to the Vizier, dated 15th February 1782. 


« To the Vizier, Written 15th February 1782. 


65. I have received a Letter from Mr. Middleton, repreſenting to me the Oppoſition which is 
threatened by the Begum to your Authority, in the Reſumption of her Jagheer, and the Proba- 
bility of the other Jagheerdars taking the Alarm, and, ſeparately or collectively, attemptin 
Reſiſtance.— Beſides theſe Apprehenſions, a dangerous Spirit of Diſconterit and Rebellion, firſt 
excited by the Machinations of Cheyt Sing, exiſts, as Mr. Middleton informs me, amongſt your 
Subjects. Under th-ſe Appearances of the Want of Obedience and due Reſpect to your Govern- 
ment, I cannot but feel great Anxiety for the Safety and Tranquillity of your Country, as well as 
for the Maintenance of your Authority and Dignity.—Should any Acts of Violence and Reſiſt- 
ance follow theſe Appearances, it is to be feared that a foreign Enemy might be tempted by 
them to invade your Dominions : To obviate the Calamities of ſuch a Situation, it appears to 
me indiſpenſable, that the Malcontents ſhould be prevented from becoming formidable, by an 
immediate Application of ſuch a Force as may quell, at once, any Attempts that can be made 
the diſaffeted, however numerous or united. For this Purpoſe, 1 have directed Colonel Mor- 
gan to ſend a ſtrong Detachment of Infantry and Artillery to Lucknow, with Orders to act 
as your Excellency thall direct, for the internal Security of your Country, and Support of your 
Authority. x | 
2 This Detachment you will underſtand to be no Part of the Brigade on conſlant Subſidy 
for the Defence of your Frontiers; ic is formed from the Troops lately in your Pay, ſtationed 
at Futty Ghurr, and in Rohilcund, which I withdrew, to relieve your Excellency from a Bur- 
then which you complained was too heavy for your Finances to bear; theſe Troops are at preſent 
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an unneceſſary Expence to the Company, and would be diſbanded, but for the Dangers which at 
| reſent threaten your Country. On theſe- Conſiderations, your Excellency will allow it to be 
| Juſt and reaſonable that the Charges of the Detachment ſhould be entirely defrayed by you, and 
that the Company ſhould be fully indemnified for all the Contingencies of keeping up a Force, 
on the Probability of its being wanted for your Service; on this I ſhall form an Eſtimate, wich 
the ſtricteſt Attention to Juſtice, for a Subſidy to be paid Monthly during the Services of the 
Detachment, and tranſmit it, for your Approbation, to Mr. Middleton. | | 
I have directed Colonel Morgan to hold the Brigades, ſtipulated by Treaty for the Defence of 
your Frontiers, in Readineſs to march at a Moment's Warning, and oppoſe any Attempts which 
may be made by a foreign Enemy, 8 5 
When l reflect on the uncommon and generous Inſtance of your Zeal for the Company, and 
Attachment to myſelf, manifeſted by the voluntary perſonal Aſſiſtance and Support which you 
afforded me at a Time of the 7 Danger to their Intereſts, and my own Safety; I cannot, 
without feeling the ſtrongeſt Self Reproach of Ingratitude, diſpenſe with giving to you, in a ſimi- 
lar Situation, equal Marks of my Zeal and Attachment to your Perſon and Intereſts; and I ſhould, 
on this Principle alone, fly to ſhare your Danger, although it were not in my Power to remove it, 
eſpecially as that Danger has been incurred by my Approbation of your Deſign to reſume the 
Jaghires; but I have the ſtrongeſt Hopes that I ſhould be the Cauſe of facilitating a happy 
Termination of all the Difficulties which now oppoſe the Execution of your Meaſures, and of eſtab. 
liſhing your Authority and the Proſperity of your Country on the moſt ſolid Baſis, by a perſonal 
Interview.——It was your particular Requeſt at Chunar that we might meet Once a Year; ind 1, with 
the greateſt Satisfaction, accepted your Invitation.——The preſent Conjuncture appears to make ir 
neceſſary to commence the Performance of this Promiſe ; and although my Preſence is required in 
Calcutta on the moſt urgent Buſineſs, I have determined to ſet out immediately by Dawk for 
Lucknow, 

I flatter myſelf that this Interview will be productive of the moſt ſolid Benefits to the Affairs of 
both your Excellency and the Company; and as your Excellency is well informed of their Situation 
on this important Criſis, you will not ſuffer me to return to the Seat of my Government without 
finally obtaining the great Object of my Journey.” | 


Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the Goyernor General, re- 
ceived the 25th February 1782, from Book 105, already delivered in. 


28. From the Nawab Vizier. Received 2 5th February 1782. 


28, * You performed on every Occaſion towards me whatever was becoming of Friendſhip I too 
have done whatever Affection required, and you commanded; and in future alſo, whatever be 
your Pleaſure, there ſhall be no Deviation therefrom, becauſe whatever you direct is altogether for 
my Benefit. The Buſineſs for which I came to Fyzabad is become ſettled by your Favour ; Par- 
ticulars will become known to your Wiſdom from the Writings of Mr. Middleton, I am grate- 
ful for your Favours. If in theſe Matters you ſincerely approve me, communicate it, for it will 
be a Comfort to me. Having appointed my own Aumils to the Jagheers of the Lady Mother, I 
have engaged to pay ber Caſh; ſhe has complied with my Views; her Pleaſure is, that after 
receiving an Engagement, he ſhould deliver up the Jagheers. What is your Pleaſure on this 
Matter? If you command, it will comfort the Lady Mother giving her back the Jagheer, after I 
have obtained my Views, or I will have it under my own Aumils; I am obedient to your Plea- 


ſure.” | | 


Read, from the ſame Book, the following Letter from the Nabob Vizier to the 
Governor General, received the 26th February 1782. e 


Ne 31. © From the Vizier, Received 26th February 1782. 


31. * You have treated me with noble Tenderneſs, and I have not in any Manner failed in the Care 
of Friendſhip, and whatever you command I know to be altogether for the bettering of my 
Affairs; and in the Treaty and Councils, and Arrangement of all Affairs, which became con- 
cluded for the Payment of the Company's Money, I alſo have the ſame Wiſb, that the Company's 
Money may be forthcoming; accordingly I have ſatisfied Mr. Middleton concerning Six Lacks of 
Rupees from the Lady Mother; and ſhe having ſatisfied him with Caſh, Jaidads, and the Re- 
venues of her Jagheer, has produced Fifty Lacks of Rupees, the reſt will be forthcoming in 
Caſh, and the Revenues of the Jagheers; and I have made no Objection to yielding my own 
Diſtricts for Jaidads ; and I have written Shokehs to Aumils on the Subject of the appointed Horſe 
and Foot, and of the Holders of Tuncaws. I have not in any Reſpect failed with Life and Pro- 
perty to the Bleſſing of your Pleaſure; and I am determined, in like Manner, for the future alſo, 
that for my own Benefit, I will perform whatever you command. You wrote kindly, and in the 
Treaty, that my neceſſary Expences ſhould be firſt taken, and I attended firſt ro the Company's 
Buſineſs, to prepare the Money in any Manner, I delivered a written Liſt of my neceſſary Ex- 
pences to Mr, Middleton, at Chunar, before the Treaty: As I know the Payment of the Debt to 
the Company to be of prior Importance, I will put myſelf to Inconvenience; but I am helpleſs, 

from 
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from the Neceſſities of Human Nature. I hope that you will write to Mr, Middleton to delay 


Twenty-five Lacks of Rupees for the next Lear; he may receive all the reſt, I will provide the 


Twenty-five Lacks in the Year 1190 Fuſſullee, and do you give me the Sum of neceſſary Expence 
from the Jaidad of my Dominions.“ . | - 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1783, from Book 82, 
already delivered in, beginning at Page 280 of the ſame. 


- « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c. 
« Sir, | | | 
] have received the Honour of your Commands under Date the 27th February. | 
« I had carried the Original Freaty down with me, in Cbedience to your Orders of the 19th 
December; but, having determined, upon Receipt of your firſt above-mentioned Letter, to return 
immediately to my Station, I have brought it back with me, and ſhall now forward it by the firſt 
ſate Conveyance. 4 i ; | 
« Theſe complete your Inſtructions; ſince which you have directed, as an additional Article, | 
that the Nabob ſhould be ſupported in his Claim upon the Bhow Begum, for the Inheritance of the | 
late Vizier's Public Treaſure. This has alſo been done; 45 Lacks Love been recovered, and the l 
Begum's Chief Agents are now under ſevere Reſtraint for the Remainder of what they engaged to 
roduce. | \ | | 
Fa Truſting that from this Explanation you will be ſatisfied that I have done all that the Time I 
have had, and the Circumſtances I have been under, would admit, | | 
« I remain, with profound Reſpect, &c. &c. 
% Lucknow, Nath. Middleton, 
the 25th March 1782. Reſt at the Court of the Vizier.“ (a) 


Read, from Book 29, already delivered in, the following Letrer from the Board at 4 
Calcutta, to the Court of Directors, dated the 11th of February 1782. 


« To the Honourable the Court of Directors for Affairs of the Honourable United Company of » Sie in Orig. 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, 8 5 


6 Honourable Sirs, 


« 1ſt. In our laſt Letters from this Department, by the Swallow Packet, dated 29th December | 
1781, we informed you of the Detention of that Veſſel for the Purpoſe of carrying home a 
complete Narrative of the Governor General's Proceedings while at Benares and Chunar, which we 
daily expected to receive from him; however, as the Length of this Paper, and the great Number 
of References annexed to it, made it impoſſible to ſend them down ſooner than he did; and we 
found it would require a long while to copy them after their Arrival—we determined to diſpatch the 
Swallow without them, judging that you would be impatient to hear from us on the Reſtoration of 
Peace in the Diſtricts of Benares, and to receive the lateſt Accounts from Madras of the Situation of 
Affairs in the Carnatic, | 

« 2d. We determined at the ſame Time to diſpatch the Nancy, Captain Hiffernan, with 
theſe Reports, as ſoon as they could be prepared; and we have now the Pleaſure to tranſmit 
them to you, a ſeparate Number in this Packet. 5 9 

« 3d. The above Papers contain ſuch a full Account of all the Tranſactions of the Governor Conf. 14 Jan, 
General upon this Service, together with his Motives and Reaſonings upon them, that we think 92% 5 Feb. | | 
it would be ſuperfluous to add any Thing of our own in this Place, but to recommend them to 

your attentive Peruſal, with our Minutes which are annexed. | 
„ 4th. By theſe it will appear, that the Treachery and Intrigues of Cheyt Sing, ſupported by 
the Diſaffection and reſtleſs Diſpoſition of the Bhowe Begum, Mother of the Nabob of Owde, 
at Fyzabad, produced Inſurrections in that Country, which till lately we were unapprized of, 
on account of the Communication between that Place and Benares being wholly cut off, 

„ 5. At the ſame Time that the Firſt Information of theſe Diſturbances reached us, we were 
happy to hear that they had been quelled by the Accounts received there of the ſucceſsful Efforts l 
of our Troops in Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnpore to the Relief of | 
Colonel Hannay, whoſe Sepoys gave evident Proofs, by their Deſertion, that they had been | 
tampered with, and he, with moſt of his Officers, were in great Danger of their Lives; a De- 
tachment under Lieutenant Gordon having been actually attacked and cut off, and the reſt of the 
Corps being ſurrounded by the Rabble, levied under Sanction of the Begum, avowedly for the 
Service of Raja Cheyt Sing. | 
. * 6, The Circumſtance of the Levies is further corroborated by various Reports from Fyzabad, 
and by the Liſt of Cheyt Sing's Forces, delivered to the Governor General at Chunar, in which 
the Troops ſaid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a Part of his Strength, muſt evidently 


be the ſame (ſince they agree in Number) with thoſe which Colonel Hannay declares to have been 
raiſed and ſent to him from Fyzabad. 


ec. 


„„ K „ͤ% % „% - 
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(a) Vide Appendix, N* XXXVIII Page 195; 
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« 7. The juſt Grounds of Suſpicion which had been given to the Nabob by the Begums 
and other principal Jaghyrdars in his Country, by the Symptoms of Diſaffection, and even Fre- 
chery, diſplayed in their Conduct, made it an Object of ſerious Conſideration with him to take the 
Firſt Opportunity which ſhould offer, conſiſtent with Juſtice, to diſpoflels them of the Means ot 
becoming injurious to his Authority; and the Neceſſities of his Government requiring extraordi- 
nary Aid, he reſolved to take this Occaſion of depriving them of thoſe extenſive Jaghires which 
enabled them to become troubleſome, by the Revenues which they yielded, and the Number of 
Dependants neceſſarily retained for their Collection and Defence, and to reſume the Lands, allowing 
Penſions to the Jaghyrdars in lieu of the Revenues, | | 

« 8, As the Reſident at Lucknow had been made Guarantee to an Agreement formerly ex- 
ecuted between the Nabob and the Begum, in which he had engaged, for a ſpecific Sum of Money, 
to deſiſt from all further Claims upon her, it was neceſſary for him to acquire the Sanction ot this 
Government to his Intention, before he could carry them into Execution, which the Inficelity of the 
Begum gave but too much Reaſon to grant.—You will find this Meaſure provided for in the 
new Treaty, concluded with the Nabob by the Governor General at Chunar, on the 19th of Septem- 
ber laſt, 

« g. On the Firſt Attempt made by the Nabob to carry this Plan into Execution againſt the Be. 

um, ſhe determined to reſiſt his Authority, and raiſed a Revolt by the Means of her Eunuchs, 
== Ally Cawn, and Bahar Ally Cawn, who had collected a Force of about g, oco Men, in order 
to ſet the Nabob at Defiance, —Notice of this Second Inſurrection having been tranſmitted by the 
Reſident, without Loſs of Time, to the Governor General at Benares, he immediately ordered a large 
Detachment to march from Cawnpore, and the Nabob reſolved to go in Perſon to Fyzabad; on his 
Arrival there, by the Aſſiſtance of our Troops, he took Poſſeſſion of the Kella; and the Eunuchs, 
ſeeing it would be in vain to make a Stand when ſuperior Forces were expected, ſurrendered them- 
ſelves Priſoners to the Nabob, and their Followers diiperſed. 

4 o. In order to puniſh the Begum for this daring Ill Conduct, and to put it out of her Power 
to apply the Treaſures which ſhe had amaſſed to the Purpoſe of railing further Commotions in his 
Country, the Nabob reſolved to ſeize her Wealth, which by the Mahomedan Laws he was entitled 
to, as an Inheritance from his Father, who in the latter Years of his Life had committed his Treatury 
wholly to her Charge, and it had remained with her after his Death. —This Wealth, whatever it 
might be, he determined to apply to the Payment of his Debt to the Company; and we have re- 
ceived Information from the Reſident who attended him to Fyzabab, that he had actually paid him 
the Sum of 55 Lacks of Rupees in ready Money, and by Draft on Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawa, 


which would ſoon be realized.” (a) 


Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 5th February 1782, beginning at Page 263 of the ſame Book. 


Fort William, the 5th February 1782. 


| « At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, who being returned to the Preſidency 
takes his Seat at the Board. 
Edward Wheler, 8 
John Macpherſon, 05 : 
Sir Eyre Coote on Service in the Carnatic. 


« The Governor General delivers in the following Minute, in conſequence of that of the Board, 


I 


entered on the Proceedings of the 24h ultimo. 


« The Governor General acknowledges his Obligations to the Board, for this repeated Inſtance 
of the liberal Manner in which they have been pleaſed ro record their Judgment on his Conduct. 
Had it been expreſſed in the ſimple Terms of official Approbation, he ſhould have been pleaſed, 
and ſatisfied that it had received ſo reſpectable a Sanction; but by tracing the Sources of it, in the 
Motives which he has avowed ; by their Examination of thoſe Motives with their relative Facts and 
Circumſtances; and by the Doubts which they have anticipated and ſolved, on the Propriety of 
ſuch Parts of his Conduct as might moſt obviouſly ſuggeſt them; they have juſtified their own 
Approval, and entitled him to expect the ſame favourable Sentiments in their common Superiors. 

Nor is he leſs pleaſed with the Reſerve with which the Board have declared their Satisfaction 
in the Arrangement concluded by him with the Nabob Vizier; becauſe he thinks it will be re- 
ceived as an Evidence of the Deliberation and Sincerity of their former Approval. He is willing 
to ſubmit the Propriety of the Meaſure to the Teſt of its Succeſs. The Reſident has already in- 
formed the Board, that he had received of the Treaſures of the late Vizier, left in the Charge of 
his Widow, and lately reclaimed by his Son, the Amount of the Bond granted by the latter for the 
Balance of the Year 1178, which ends in September 1780 of our Era; and was in the actual 
Receipt of as much as would diſcharge the Balance of the laſt Year, that is, of the Year 1179. 


— 


8 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LIV. Page 226. 
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The firſt of theſe Balances is 3a, 68, 613. 11, the laſt 12,09, 876. 9. 8. The Sum of both is 
R' 44.78, 490. 4. 8. Owd Siccas. The Reſident ſeems have underſtood this to be the Whole of 
the Nabob's Debt. There is a further Balance of 26 Lacks, which appears to have been by ſome 
means overlooked, or withheld from Mr. Middleton on the Transfer of his Office from Mr. 
Purling. A rectified Account, drawn to the lateſt Period, has been tranſmitted to Mr, Middleton, 
by the Accomptant General, which it is hoped will arrive in Time to prevent his ſtopping at the 
Receipt of the ſuppoſed Bilance; and at all Events, the Profits of the reſumed Jagheers ought to 
yield a Fund, more than ſufficient both for the complere Liquidation of what may remain of the 
Nabob's preſent Debt, and to make up the Deficiency of the Aſſignments granted on his Revenue 
for the current Year, within the Courſe of it. VI ELD 

The Governor General expects this Service from the Reſident, and relies upon his Fide- 
lity for the Performance of it. But in the Suppoſition of the Poſſibility of a Diſappointment, 
he again offers his perſonal Services to proceed to Lucknow, on the firſt Symprom of ſuch a 
Failure; and, with the Confidence which he feels in his own Influence, aided by the powerful 


Support of the Board, he will venture to promiſe, that he will not return with their Object 


unaccompliſhed. (a) 
Signed at the End of the Conſultation, 
« Warren Haſtings, 
Edward Wheler, | 
John Macpherſon.” 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 14th January 1982, from 
Book 83, already delivered in, beginning at Page 18g of the ſame Book. 


« Fort William, the 14th January 1782, 
1 « At a Council; Preſent, © | 
ward Wheler, 
6 John Macpherſon, FEſquires, 
The Governor General abſent on a Viſit to the Northern Provinces, 
Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, K. B. abſent on Service at Fort Saint George. 


« The Board having already paſſed their Opinion, in Terms of the fulleſt Approbation, upon 
the Governor General's Conduct and Management in the Suppreſſion of the Rebellion of Cheit 
Sing, and the Regulation of the Province and City of Banaris ; they think it unneceſſary to repeat 
their Opinion of thoſe Meaſures. . 

They cannot, at the ſame Time, but remark, that the Explanations which the Governor Ge- 
neral has given in ſome Parts of his Proceedings, during his Firſt Diſcuſſions with Cheit Sing, and 
ſubſequent to the Convullion, are father an open Avowal of the Motives that actuated his Mind, 
than the guarded Repreſentations of a publick Officer, ſtating to his Employers the Meaſures 
which an extraordinary Situation influenced, dictated, and juſtified. f | 

« Toa liberal and candid Tribunal, ſuch was the natural, and certainly the wiſeſt Appeal. The 
Generoſity and Juſtice of a Britiſh Tribunal looks more to the real Motives and Zeal of their 
Agent, than to the preconcerted Artifice of his Conduct, or the legal Diſcriminations of his 
Defence, Even where a publick Meaſure is unſucceſsful, the Reſponſibility riſqued by the 
Agent, (if riſqued upon publick Principles), is frequently his Juſtification, and in many Caſes 
entitles him to Applauſe. 


« In theſe diſtant Dominions the ruling Servants of the State, attend more to thoſe Rules and 


Forms which protect from Reſponſibility, than to an ardent Purſuit of the publick Intereſt; under 
every private Riſque, the Hands of Adminiſtration may ſecure themſclves againſt Condemnation, 
even though the Country ſhould be loſt through their Miſmanagement. 


It was not by avoiding perſonal Reſponſibility that the Servants of the Publick eſtabliſhed the 


Britiſh Influence in Aſia ; nor is it by ſuch cold Precautions that our Power is to be maintained, 
eſpecially at an Hour of general Hoſtility againſt us. The Board are led into theſe Obſervations, 
from an ingenuous Conſideration of the Difficulcies in which the Governor General found 
himſelf :nvolved at Benaris, and a Conviction of the Motives under which he acted. The firſt 
2 ſurmounted with Ability and Fortitude; the latter they moſt ſincerely believe do him real 
onour. 
Eaſy would be the Taſk to approve the Suppreſſion of the Rebellion, and to ſtand diſcon- 
netted with any Reſponſibility, by juſtifying thoſe Acts which certainly precipitated the Storm 


from the Cloud in which he had gathered; Acts which Judges at a Diſtance, Judges unoppreſſed 


with the actual Embarraſſments of this Government, may, with great Speciouſneſs of Argument, 


condemn. But the Board wiſh not, they cannot permit themielves to proceed ſo diſingenuouſiy 


or guardedly. They are at-the ſame. Time aware, that in a rigid Inveſtigation of the Whole, of this 
Buſineſs, the following Queſtions will be aſked. | LW 


« 1ſt, Where were the Governor' General's particular Inſtructions for ſuch extraordinary De- 


mands upon Cheit Sing ? 


— 
A 4 "IT 


(3) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXI. 
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« 2dly. Why was that Chief put in Arreſt, when he offered to make every Conceſſion ? 
'« 3dly. Whether there was not a Compact between him and the Company, which ſpecified, 
that he was only to pay them a certain annual Tribute ? | 

e Subſequent to the Maſſacre of our Troops, and the Events that followed, no Queſtions will 
be aſked. 

In anſwer to the Firſt Queſtion, the Board think the Governor General was fully, authorized 
the general Tenor of his Inſtructions, The Governor General, having a deciding Vote, could have 
written out and approved more particular Inſtructions. There was a Delicacy in the Mode he 
preferred; and it impoſed a greater Reſponſibility. | 

In regard to the Second Queſtion, it is evident, from Cheit Sing's Anſwers and Preparations, 
and the whole Tenor of his Conduct, before and at the Time, that nothing but Arreſt could have 
convinced him of the Governor General's Determination. | 

« That the Arreſt was not intended to proceed farther than the Payment of a proper Fine to 
the Company, who ſtood in the Place of his Sovereign and BenefaCtors, is evinced by the Go. 
vernor General's Anſwer to Cheit Sing after his Confinement, | | 

« Had a total Revolution in the Adminiſtration of the Zemeedary been intended, the Arreſt muſt 
have been affected with more Force, and greater Marks of Severity. 

« That the Officers who went to execute this Service were convinced, that no Meaſure of deter. 
mined Severity was intended againſt Cheit Sing, appears from that unfortunate Want of Precaution 
which coſt them and their Followers their Lives. 

« The Third Queſtion involves much Argument, yet is fully anſwered by that Part of the Gover- 
nor General's Narrative, which diſcuſſes the Sunnud under which Cheit Sing ruled the Provinces, 
and which was ſo liberally granted by the Company. | 

© The Correſpondence with the India States, ſhews clearly their Ideas of the Rights of Ze- 
meedars and Rajahs protected in their Zemeedaries by a ſuperior Power, Had Cheit Sing been an 
Ally Sovereign Prince, who paid only a fixed Subſidy, his Military Preparations, and his inſidious 
Conduct, under Pretences of Poverty, in diſappointing the Expectations of the Government from 
the Army under Major Camac. juſtified, together with his Correſpondence with our Enemies, the 
ſevereſt Exaction of Aid to aſſiſt the Company in their Diſtreſſes, and. atone for his Ingratitude and 
Treachery to a Power who protected him, and to whom he owed his Situation. | 

« On the Subject of the Treaty concluded on the 18th of September laſt, between the Governor 
General and the Nabob Vizeer, and which the Difficulties of the Communication prevented the 
Governor General from explaining ſo fully before, the Board have to obſerve, that the Treaty is 
evidently a political Expedient, which forfeits no Advantage, which promiſes the Acquiſition of 
many, and which, properly managed by this Government (as Events favourable, or even unfavour- 
able, ariſe), may lead to the final and complete Arrangement of an Alliance with the Vizeer. Such 
an Alliance, being leſs oppreſſive to him, may be more advantageous and honourable to the Com- 
pany, and may remove that too general but dangerous Impreſſion, which the different States of this 
Country have received from the double Character in which we have hitherto appeared in India 
that of Allies and Conquerors. | | | 

If the Nabob Vizeer ſhauld not be able, under the Support of the Troops of this Government 
ſtationed at Cawnpoor, to maintain the Tranquillity of his Dominions, and collect thoſe Reſources 
which are neceſſary to defray even his reduced Expences, and diſcharge his heavy Debt to the 
Company, a new Arrangement muſt follow ; and that Arrangement neceſſarily, at the expreſs Re- 
queſt of the Vizeer, will ſecure every Advantage that can be wiſhed or expected from his Provinces 
by this Government, | 10 

The Reduction of that heavy Burthen of Expence, which was once oppreſſive to the Vizeer, and 
of no Return to the Company (though a Source of Patronage to this Adminiſtration), the Board 
approve of moſt heartily; and, with a full Senſe of the Credit which a Meaſure of ſuch Difficulty 
and Unpleaſantneſs reflects upon the Governor General, they take this Occaſion of pledging to him 
and to their Employers their utmoſt Support,, not only in this, but in every other Branch of pub- 
lick ceconomical Reformation, which he may propoſe. | | . 

Upon the Return of the Governor General, the Board reſolve to diſcuſs with him thoſe Parts 
of the Treaty, which carry the Appearance of a haſty Agreement. The Diſaffection of many of 
the Vizeer's principal Jagheerdars, and the Steps which, from the Repreſentations of Colonel Han- 
nay and other Officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the Begums, to ſupport the Rebellion 
of Cheit Sing, were probably very early known to the Governor General, and through the Me- 
dium of all the Suſpicions that his Situation, at the Time he met the Vizeer, had naturally - 
created. | | 
At ſuch a Moment, and under ſuch Suſpicions, and even while the Iſſue of the Conteſt of 
Cheit Sing was depending, it is not ſurprizing that ſome Parts of the Agreement between the Go- 
vernor General and the Vizeer were ſpeedily adjuſted, and, as the Governor acknowledges, in Con- 
verſation at the Firſt Interview. | | 
„A ſhort Time will ſatisfy the Board, whether the Vizeer is willing or able to fulfil his Part 
of the Treaty: If he is that, and the Company can recover their Debt from him in the preſent 
Emergency and Diſtreſs of their Affairs, the Board cannot then but agree, that. the Governor Ge- 
neral has acted in the Arrangement not only with Zeal, and the beſt publick Intentions, but 8 

| | malterly 


maſterly Dedifion, that muſt entitle him to the grateful and complete Approbation of his Em- 
loyers. | | | | | | 
Pha It remains with the Board to concert with the Governor General, upon his Return, thoſe Mea- 


ſures that may ſecure this Government from any future Inconveniencies or Diſtreſs that can be ſup- 


poſed connected with the Confidence repoſed in the Vizeer, for the Adminiſtration of the Affairs 


of his Revenue and Military Eſtabliſhment.” (aa 
e | [This Conſultation not ſigned.) 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 1ath of June 178 3, from 
Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 30) of the ſame Book. Tuche; 


« To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at Lucknow. 


I have received your repeated Aſſurances, addreſſed to myſelf and to the Board, that the 
Nabob's Debt to the Company ſhould be completely diſcharged by the Cloſe of the Year. In my 
Fears for a Diſappointment in this Expectation, and in the contrary Belief, that in its actual Train 
the Debt is more likely to exceed the Amount at which it ſtood the laſt Year, than to be paid, I 
hereby apprize you, that if at the End of the Fuſſellee Year any Part of it ſhall remain in Arrears, 
I ſhall move the Board to call upon you publickly to account for it; and, that you may know 
that this Declaration is not made on light Grounds, I ſhall enter a Copy of this Letter upon the 
Company's Records, It will do you no Injury, if you diſprove the Juſtice of my Suſpicions by 
the Effects of your Exertions, | 

„ I have written to Hyder Beg upon the ſame Subject, and intended to refer you to his Letter 
for my fuller Sentimeats, but I ſhall not have it ready for Diſpatch for this Poſt.” (4) - 
| 1 ; I am, Sir, &c.“ Be, ben 
[N. B. No Signature. ] 
Read, the following Letter from the Governor General to Hyder Beg Khan, dated 
the 15th of Auguſt 1782, from Book 120, already delivered in” rr 


« To Hyder Beg Khan. Written the i 5th Auguſt 1782. 


„ When I prevailed upon the Nawab Vizier to commit the entire Charge of the Reyenues and 
the Adminiſtration of his Finances to his Miniſters, of whom you are the acting and reſponſible 
Perſon, with the Concurrence of the Reſident, Mr. Middleton, I had ſo firm a Reliance on your 
Integrity, Diligence, and Abilities, which are univerſally known, and no leſs on the ſame Quali- 
ties of Mr. Middleton, that I departed with a Mind perfectly at Eaſe, expecting that Order would 
be reſtored to the Nawab's Affairs, capable and truſt-worthy Aumils appointed to the Super- 
intendance of the Diſtricts, the Forces duly ſtationed for the Security of Peace, and the Confirma- 
tion of the Authority of the Sircar, and that the paſt and growing Debt of the Company would 
be completely * in the Courſe of the Year, and that I ſhould receive the Thanks of the 

Nawab your Maſter for the Effects of my Solicitude for the Support of his Dignity and Eaſe. 
The Event has proved the Reverſe of theſe Hopes, an Accumulation of Diſtceb, Debaſement, 
and Diſſatisfaction to the Nawab, and of Diſappointment and Diſgrace to me. Every Meaſure 
which he had himſelf propoſed, and to which he had ſolicited my Aſſiſtance, has been ſo con- 
ducted as to give him Cauſe of Diſpleaſure; there are no Offices eſtabliſhed by which his Affairs 
could be regularly conducted; mean, incapable, and indigent Men have been appointed Aumils 
of the Diftrifts, without Authority, and without the Means of Perſonal Protection; ſome of them 
have been murdered by the Zemindars, and thoſe Zemindars, inſtead of Puniſhment, have have“ 
been permitted to retain their Zemindaries with independent Authority; all the other Zemindars 


ſuffered torriſe in Rebellion, and to inſult the Authority of the Sircar, without any Attempt made 


to ſuppreſs them; and the Company's Debt, inſtead of being diſcharged by 'the Aſſignments 
and extraordinary Sources of Money reſerved for that Purpoſe, is likely to exceed even the 
Amount at which it ſtood at the Time in which the Arrangements with his Excellency were con- 
cluded. The Growth of theſe Evils was early made known to me, and their Effects foreboded 
in the ſame Order and Manner as they have come to paſs” (cp). TO rg 


- in, An QIU SS JB HOT 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that, before they proceeded 


to the Subject of the Cruelties exerciſed to compel the Begums to deliver up the 
Treaſures, they wiſhed to aſk a few Queſtions of Sir Elijah Impey. © © 


- Accordingly. SIR- ELIJAH IMPEY was called in: 


Then, the Managers for the Commons requeſted, that ſeveral Paſſages in the Mi- 
nutes of Evidence might be red. 3 
lsa) Vide Appendix, Ne LIIII. Wap 
3 {7} Vie e N* XXXVII. Page 1009. | 
1 (c) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXIL * | 
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The ſame were read by the Clerk, and are as follow : es „ 


« The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That as the Witneſs ſpoke from imperfect Re- 
collection, and which Recollection ſeemed not to tally with his former Evidence, where he likewiſe 
ſpoke from Recollection of thoſe Letters in Queſtion, they could not but expreſs a Doubt of the 
2 of ſuch Recollection, and a Wiſh therefore to ſee the Letter. ; 


« Then the Witneſs requeſted, that his former Examination, before the Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons, might be read from the Minutes of the Committee, as far as related to the 
Subject at -preſent under Conſideration, that it might appear whether there was any Difference be- 
tween his Evidence qhere and that now given by him at the Bar; and 'that he might explain the 
ſame, if any ſhould be found.” (a) | 


„ Then the Managers for the Commons being aſked, Whether they had any Objection? 
made anſwer, That they had none.” (5) by | 


« Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, That the Minutes —__ 
come, if the Witneſs wiſhed to have them read. 


«© Then a Book, intituled, « Minutes of the Eaſt India Judicature Committee 1782-3, Ne 3,” 
was delivered in. | | | | | 


« Read, the following Extract, beginning at Page 19 of the ſaid Book.” (c) 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, That they had troubled the Houſe with 
the above Extracts, to ſhew, that what they were about to do, was not without 
Precedent; and deſired the following Queſtion might be put to the Witneſs : 


bs. Wako s you would wiſh to clear up any Contradiction there may happen to be, between 
the Evidence -you gave before the Houſe of Commons, and the Evidence you have given at this 
Bar ? | | | 


A. Yes, certainly. 


Read, the following Extracts of the Evidence of Sir Elijah Impey, in the Houſe 
of Commons, taken before a Committee of the whole Houſe, on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren 
Haſtings Eſquire, from the Minutes of the ſaid Committee, | 


« Veneris, 2* Die Februarii, 1788. 15 | 

« What was the Nature of the Communication you verbally made to Mr. Middleton at Luck- 
. 

« Mr, Haſtings gave me very ſhort Notes in Writing, relative to the Subjects he wiſhed me to 
mention to Mr. Middleton.— I thought I had preſerved the Paper, but after having looked for it 
with great Diligence, I am not able to find it: I have two Papers of ſhort Notes in Mr. Middle- 
ton's Hand, which he delivered to me when I left Lucknow, Theſe I verily believe to be on the 
Subjects he wiſhed me to talk on with Mr. Middleton; upon looking at them, I ſee Mr. 
Middleton muſt have added ſomething of his own, but the moſt material I can ſupply by Me- 


Lou will underſtand that the Queſtion relates to the Subject of the Begums, and before yo 

from : theſe gr RON will anſwer the G en.- Wan gp the — 
tion 2 to Mr. Middleton at Lucknow, reſpecting the Begums, as the Pleaſure of Mr. 

« That I conſidered as the moſt material Part of what I communicated to Mr. Middleton 3 but 
in order to make that intelligible, it will be neceſſary for me to ſtate to the Committee, what had 
reviouſly paſſed between me and Mr. Haſtings, I think at Chunar, either at Benares or Chunar, but 
F chink at Chunar, as it will explain to the Committee the Whole Riſe and Cauſe of the Demands 
made upon the Begums. Mr. Haſtings ſtated to me the Embarraſſment of his Situation, he had 
failed of his Object at Benares, a Revolution had ſucceeded, he was defeated, from the Inſurrections 
in the Country, from proceeding to Lucknow; he ſtated (the Facts I do not take upon the to 


verify) that the Begums were in actual Rebellion againſt the Nabob Vizier ; he told me chat his 


whole Credit depended on the Execution of the Treaty of Chunar; that he feared, from the Qulm- 
neſs of the Temper of Mr. Middleton, that he would not ſufficiently urge the Execution of that 
Treaty. It had been propoſed that I ſhould have proceeded as far as Tlahabad, as a centre} Hace, 


* 


” 
: 


9 


» 
—_ 
—— —„ tt. 
— * 
* * * 
a * 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 566. (5) Vide ſupra, Page 567, fe) Vide fers, Page 571. 
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for the Purpoſe of taking the Depoſtrions alluded to. He afterwards requeſted the, for the Fur 
poſe of inducing Mr. Middleton to procure the Execution of that Treaty, to proceed to Luck 
now—TIn that Converſation this paſſed; and I will not take upon me to ſay (for I mean to 


the Committee the moſt candid Information in my Power) whether the Idea of the Confiſcation of 
the Effects of the Begums originated from him or from me--lt certainly originated in that Con- 
verſation. This I perfectly remember to have ſaid to Mr. Haſtings,-When you communicated 
to me in Calcutta your Intentions with regard to Cheyt Sing, I declined giving you any Opinion 
at all, becauſe I could not take upon me a ſufficient Knowledge of the Laws of the > id to 
adviſe whether that Act was legal or not.—But with regard to the -Begums, I told him (and if I 
was wrong, I truſt to the Candour of the Houle, that they will impute it to an Error in J / 
that if the Facts he ſtated were true, namely, that the Begums were in actual Rebellion, I con- 
ſidered it to be neceſſary to the Exiſtence of the Government of the -Nabob Vizier, that he 
ſhould have the Power of taking from his Subjects in Rebellion, thoſe \ Treaſures which en- 
abled them to ſupport their Rebellion.—l wiſh to be underſtood, though I believe the Fats 
to be true, that I by no Means aſſert them to be ſo, being not a Matter within my own 
Knowledge,—I am now going to anſwer the Queſtion—I underſtood Mr. Haſtings to adopt 
the Reaſoning, and this he deſired me to communicate to Mr. Middleton, which I did —re- 
lating to him the Whole which had paſſed between Mr. Haſtings and me on that Subject, 
on Bog Haſtings's Inclination to carry Meaſures into Execution for the Confiſcation of. their 
Effects. | ; | 


« Did this Converſation with Mr. H 
now ? g | : 
« Almoſt immediately before I went to Lucknow.” 


The Counſel for the Defendant deſired to enter their Proteſt p cg this Proceedin 
being admitted as a Precedent ; it being an indirect Mode of doing what the H 
had already declared, upon the Examination of a former Witneſs, ſhould not be done; 
though they had no particular Objection to it in this Inſtance. 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Minutes, 


« You having ſtated to the Committee that Mr. Haſtings had informed you, previous to your 
ſetting out to Lucknow, that the Begums were in a State . actual Rebellion, did you find that to 
be the Fact upon your Arrival at Lucknow ? 4 | . 

« The Begums did not reſide at Lucknow. At Lucknow I could no more have a perſonal 
Knowledge of it than at Chunar; but I was adviſed at Chunat to avoid Fyzabad in my going 
to Lucknow, becauſe the Begums were in Rebellion; and I was adviſed by every Body at Luck- 
now to avoid Fyzabad at my Return to Chunar, for the ſame Reaſon : Of my own Knowledge, I 
know nothing of that Fact. From thence I collect it was the Senſe of every Body at Lucknow, 
that the Begums were then in Rebellion; and Colonel Hannay, eſpecially, mentioned to me ſeve- 
ral Facts concerning their Rebellion.“ | 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Minutes. | 


„Then the Nabob never mentioned to you, that his Parents were in actual Rebellion againſt 
him ? | | | 

« He certainly never did; but it is not to be inferred from thence that they were not, as we had 
no Converſation upon the State of the Country, of the Treaty of Benares, or of any of the pre- 
ceding Tranſaftions,” . 2 | 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Minutes. 


« Whether you did not adviſe Mr. Haſtings to prevail on the Nabob to reſume the Jaghire 
and ſeize on the Treaſures of the Begums, on a Suppoſition that the Begums were in Rebellion ? 

« I adviſed Mr. Haſtings to that Meaſure, if the Fact was true that the Begums were in Re- 
bellion—how that Fact was to be aſcertained I did not pretend to adviſe. Whether public Noto- 
riety was ſufficient according to the Laws, I was not converſant—it might. The Fact being aſcer- 
tained, 1 thought the Right to confiſcate followed. 


« Did you not think that in giving Advice, which muſt be attended with Conſequences fo fatal 
to the Fortune and Character of Perſons of that Diſtinction, you ovght to have adviſed alſo remark- 
able Care in the Aſcertainment of the Facts? | 


aſtings happen immediately preceding your going to Luck- 


« | gave my Opinion on an abſtrat Propoſition. * There is no Man of common Senſe 
or Juſtice but muſt think that Facts muſt be fufficieatly aſcertained before they are acted 
upon. = | 2 hs | 


+ © 
* 
* 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Minutes. 


r Wes youboundbyny Duty whatoeve e need. in the Ar e 
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"I was not by any other Duty but the Duty of a Man; and Mr. Haſtings was then in ſuch a 
Sitidation, that I ſhould not have acted with common Humanity, if I could have given him 
Aſſiſtance and had refuſed it. | 


« What was Mr. Haſtings's Condition at that Time? Art ebe 

4 have before ſtated to the Committee what Mr. Haſtings had himſelf ſaid of his Situation; 
The Company's Affairs were at that Time to all Appearance in a very ruinous Condition: To 
retrieve the Condition of the Company, was the profeſſed Object of Mr. Haſtings in going up the 
Country; his principal Objects were Reſources from Benares and Oude. At Benares he had been 
defeated of his Purpoſe: a horrid Maſſacre had taken Place there—a Revolution had taken Place 
at Benares— Hr. Haſtings was lately releaſed from a Confinement in the Garriſon at Chunar—the 
whole Country of Oude had been in Arms, and Part of it was ſtill ſo—he was likewiſe defeated in 
his Purpoſe of going up to Oude, having obtained nothing for the Company—he had incurred great 


| Reſponſibility from the Events that had happened. That was the State Mr. Haſtings was in, which 
I conceive to be that of real Diſtreſs.” | ; 


1 Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs. 


Q. ( from the Managers.) Whether the Anſwers which have been read to you, contain an ac- 
curate Account of the Converſations you had relative to the Begums with Mr. Haſtings, and to 
the Part which you took in the Tranſaction, or whether you wiſh to clear up any Differences between 
that Acccount and the Account you have given at this Bar? f 

A. I believe the Converſation is accurate, with this Diſtinction only, that at the Time I delivered 
that Evidence, I perceive I did not make the Diſtinctions of the Time when I underſtood the Be- 

ums to be in actual Rebellion; the Propoſition that I advanced to Mr. Haſtings was exactly the 
ame, whether the Begums were then in actual Rebellion, or whether they had been before in actual 
Rebellion; I had looked over, before I gave my Evidence in the Houſe, ſome Letters that I had 
received from Mr. Haſtings, and which Letters I delivered in to the Houſe of Commons; upon 
looking over thoſe Letters I perceived, that the Begums were not at that Time in actual Rebel- 
lion, becauſe one of Mr. Haſtings's Letters referred to Troubles at Oude, which he ſaid he hoped 
would be totally pacified by the Nabob's going to Fyzabad ; the Nabob had then been at Fyza- 
bad. I do not, upon Recollection, know of any other Variance in my Evidence. I have not 
ſeen the printed Evidence, and therefore if any is pointed out to me, I will, if I can, reconcile it; 
if not, I will ſay it is not to be reconciled. 


Q. Whether you do not perceive, that in this Evidence you Five ſeveral Times ſtate the Begums 
to have been then in actual Rebellion? - | 

A. I certainly have obſerved in hearing the Evidence now, that it does go upon the Idea of the 
2 _—_ being in actual Rebellion, but I am as certain likewiſe that that muſt have proceeded 
from Miſtake. | | 


Q. How comes it to paſs, that your Memory is freſher. and better on the Subject now, than it 
was a Twelvemonth ago | | 

A. I do not think my Memory much freſher upon the Subject, than it was a Twelvemonth ago; 
but ſome Matters have occurred to me, that make me recolle& it better: One was, a Letter I 
received from Mr. Haſtings ; -the other was, my Propoſition and Intention to have gone round to 
Lucknow by Fyzabad, and when I. was at Lucknow, enquiring whether. I could return by Fy- 
zabad : If my Idea had been, that there was an actual Rebellion at Fyzabad, it would have been 


| impoſſible for me to have gone there, either in my Way to Lucknow, or in my Way back. 


| Q, you did not know of the Circumſtance, of your having offered to go round by 
Fyzabad, when you made this Anſwer in the Houſe of Commons 7—“ I was adviſed at Chunar, 
to avoid Fyzabad, in my going to Lucknow, becauſe the Begums were in Rebellion; — and you 
ſtate it as one of the Reaſons why your Memory is better upon the Subject, now that you recollect 
having offered to go through Fyzabad ? _ F = 
A. Yes; and I certainly did not, then; becauſe I did not ſee the Conſequence of making the 
Diſtinction between the Begums being then actually in Rebellion, and the Troubles not having 
totally ceaſed. „ 21 4 ane 3 % 1 Þ (1 Motel 
Q. Whether it is your Rule, in making an Anfwer, to conſider the Conſequences firſt, before 
1 ubtedly it is; but the attending to the Conſequences. never, has that Operation ; 
my Mind, that will make me depart from the Truth. n... Un 


6 2 wt « an $595 & 1 
Q. Whether you have not been in an Error, with reſpect to the FaRt; in theſe Five ſeveral 
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* 


Anfwers upon the Fact? | 
A. I have certainly been in verbal Error, with reſpect to the. * 4 


Lou have ſtated Two Reaſons why your Recollection is more accurate now; the one your 
Recollection of having offered to go round by Fyzabad ; the Ain Reaſon is, your having advert- 
ed to a Letter which you had received from Mr. Haſtings ; whether you had not adverted to that 
Letter, and, in Fact, given in, that Letter to the Houſe of Commons before you made n 
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A. I certainly had delivered it, but I had not adverted to it; I had delivered it in. At the 
Time I received the Notice to deliver in the Letters to the Houſe of Commons, I received tho 
Notice about Ten o'Clock the Night before I was examined; my Papers were bound up in 
Fourteen Volumes, and I had that Night to examine all my Papers, to ſee how they related to 


the Matter before the Houſe of Commons. I did look over my Papers, and I preſented them the 
next Day to the Houſe of Commons, | | | 


Q. How did it come to paſs, that you did not advert to the Letter while you had it, and did 
advert to it after it was out of your Poſſeſſion ? N c i 
A. Before I was examined here, I looked into the printed Evidence of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, where theſe Letters were. I thought it right to look into it, to refreſh my Memory, before 
I gave my Evidence here.” | | 


Q. Whether you know that the Affidavits contained in Mr. Haſtings's Narrative, are actually 
the ſame Affidavits you took at Lucknow? | | | 

A. Before I anſwer that Queſtion, I would beg leave to give another Reaſon why J could not 
underſtand, though it was ſo expreſſed, that the Begums were actually in Rebellion; becauſe I 
underſtand I refer to Accounts that I received from Major Hannay, as a Reaſon why I did not go 
round by Fyzabad ; the Accounts from. Major Hannay muſt have been of a Rebellion which had 
paſſed, and not of One then actually exiſting ; that being Major Hannay's Account with regard to 


the Affidavits: I can by no means take upon me to ſay, that they are the ſame Affidavits: I believe 
they are the ſame. F | * * Ax 


Q. Where was Colonel Hannay at the Time you received thoſe Accounts from him ? 
A. Colonel Hannay was then at Lucknow; they were Accounts in Converſation. 


Q. Was it not competent to you to recollef thoſe Accounts in Converſation when you was 
examined before the Houſe of Commons, as well as afterwards ? Fins 

A. It certainly was; and I ought to have altered that verbal Miſtake, undoubtedly ; and, if I had 
ad verted to it, upon that very Ground I ſhould have deſired to have had it altered. 


Q. Then, in Fact, you had no written Accounts from Colonel Hannay to refer to, to refreſh your 
Memory ? = Wh p | BY 
A. i certainly had the Affidavit of Colonel Hannay, which I might have referred to at the 


Time I was at Lucknow; but what I refer to is a Converſation, becauſe I did not read the Affi- 
davit of Colonel Hannay. | | DN 


$ | 
Q. You did not then recur to the Affidavits 7? AN | 1 . | + 
A. I certainly did not recur to the Affidavits, but I have read every Afﬀidavit ſince I was 
here laſt; and the Reaſon was, that ſo many Obſervations were made upon my not having read 
them the laſt. Time I was here: and I beg to take notice of a Circumſtance which I ſhould not 
have given in Evidence if I had read them, and that is, that I believe the Witneſſes had been in- 
troduced to me either by Mr. Middleton, or Mr. Johnſon; I thought that had been the Fact till I 
heard Mr. Middleton contradict it in his Evidence: upon looking over the Affidavits, I find that all 
the Affidavits of the Natives taken before me were either Affidavits of People in the Army, or of 
Moonſhys, or of People attached to the Officers in the Army; for which Reaſon, I now believe 
thoſe Perſons were either introduced to me by Colonel Hannay, or ſome of his Officers, | 


Q: Then, from this Anſwer, I collect, it was the Senſe of every Body at Lucknow, that the 
Begums were then in Rebellion; whether you, in this Anſwer, allude to the Converſation with 
Colonel Hannay, at Lucknow? 8 | | k Et. Pr | 2 
A. The ſame Miſtake certainly runs through the Evidence, in the Word « then;” undoubtedly. 
it does; it was certainly a Miſtake; but I will take 2 me to ſay now upon my Oath, that what 
I then underſtood was not an actual Rebellion at the Time, but a Rebellion which had paſſed, 
and I could not poſſibly have underſtood it as an actual Rebellion at the Time, if I had adverted 
to the Facts I have mentioned. 7 4 | 8 


Q Whether the Firſt Circumſtance that led you to advert to this Miſtake was not the being 

_ why, when the Begums were in actual Rebellion, you ſhould have offered to go through 
zaba „„ * r A | . ab Sie 

A. It certainly was not. they 


Q. Did you ever ſhew, in the Houſe of Commons, or any where elſe, or expreſs any Con- 
ſciouſneſs of having made a Miſtake, till that Queſtion was aſked? . 
A. I do not recollect when that Queſtion was aſked ; but now, when I came to be examined here, 
my RecolleQion certainly was ſuch as I have delivered in Evidence before the Court. 
Q. How did it come to paſs that, previous to your Examination here, you tecumed to the Rvi. 
dence before the Houſe of Commons, to refreſh your Memory, from which you could not receive 
Information, and not to the Affidavit of Colonel Hannay, from which you might receive Information ? 
A. What I ſaid was this, that being to be examined before this Court upon the ſame ſubject Matter 
as I was examined upon before the W I looked to ſee what I had ſaid before the 
2 10 | Houſe 


| 
l 
| 
| 
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. Houſe of eee 1 MY not in the Houſe of en ann r te park of gung in'any 
Affidavit. * 4 311 03! L ay: 


Q. What Part of | your Evidence bilice 42 Houſe of Commons fehlinded you of tis Miſtake 
A. I do not remember there was any Part of the Evidence before the Houſe . Commons that 


did remind me of this Miſtake. 


Why have you ſtated, that it was in conſequence of your recurring to the Evidence before 
the Houſe of Commons, that you diſcovered your Error? 
A. I have not ſo ſtated; I believe 1 have ſtated no ſuch Thing. 


Q. That is a Matter of Fact; it is unneceſſary to refer to the Queſtion. The Witneſs is poſitive 


he has not ſaid it? 
A. I think I have not; I ſhould be glad, if I have ſaid it, to hear it read. 


Was the following, Queſtions and Anſwers were read by the Clerk. (a) : 


Whether you had not adverted to that Letter, and given | in that Letter to the Houſe of 
"Sidi. hy before you made this Anſwer ? 

« A, I certainly had delivered it, but I had not adverted to it, had delivered it in. At the 
Time I received the Notice to deliver in the Letters to the Houſe of Commons, I received the 
Notice about Ten o'Clock the Night before I was examined; my Papers were bound up in 
Fourteen Volumes, and I had that Night to examine all my Papers, to ſee how they related to 
the Matter before the Houſe of Commons. I 55 look over my Ferers, and I een, chem the 
next Day to the Houſe of Commons. | | 


« Q. How did it come to paſs that you did not advert to the Letter while you had i it, and did 


advert to it after it was out of your Poſſeſſion? - 
A. Before I was examined here, I looked into the printed Evidence of che Houſe of Com- 


mons, where theſe Letters were. I thought ĩt lads to look i into it, to refreſh my Memory before 
I gave my Evidence here,” 


Then the following D's was hive to o-the Witneſs: : 


Q. Then you refreſhed your Memory with it before you gave your. Evidence here? 

A” I have not ſaid I refreſhed my Memory from that Letter with reſpe& to the Circumſtance 
of the Rebellion, and I do not remember that I did. I do not remember that the Circumſtance had 
ſtruck me. There certainly i is a Variance, but it certainly did not ſtrike me when I read that Letter. 


Q. You have r now ſtated, you do not know that thoſe Affidavits are the ſame? 
A. I cannot take upon me to ſay thoſe Affidavits are the ſame: I delivered all of them as taken; 
to Mr. Haſtings, but 1 do not recollect whether they are the ſame. 


Q. Do you recollect the Number of Affidavits you took at Lucknow? | 

A. I do not at all recolle& the Number I took at Lucknow; all I took at ones de- 
livered to Mr. Haſtings, and, I think, upon looking over them 1 in the rel to Mr. Haſtings' $ 
Narrative, there appears to be about Eight or Nine. 


Then your Anſwer is, That you know nothing of the Number but from now looking over them? 
A: Since I was laſt examined: At that Time I had never looked at them. 


Tou looked at the Tops and the Bottoms? 
A: I me? did; and this Sereee Was the Gee of my looking at. the Tops: and the 


Bottoms. N 


QI think it is work recurring to his ner Rvidences he has given the Reaſon for not 


joking at the Affidavits, and fince then he fays he has? 
have given the Reaſons why I did that then. I did not intend to do it, but fo many 


Obſervations were made then, that I was determined; if I was called again, to do it. I know of 


no Reaſon why I ſhould have avoided it, and I ſhould be glad if any Thing were pointed out 
to the Houſe that would be a Reflection upon my Reputation for not _ itz and way ö ſhould 
* I had read them, if I had not read them, I cannot conceive. 


But, now that you have looked them over, and do know what they contain, Do you recolle&t 
285 er thoſe Affidavits which were in Perſian, or Hindoo, or the Mooriſh Language, wan ex- 
plained to any One of the Deponents who, ſwore. them? 

A. If confined to Lucknow, I am prety certain they were not—there certainly were nds taken 
at other Places, that were. The Reaſons why they were not at Lucknow, were theſe: Firſt, that the 
Witneſſes all brought them themſelves ready drawn; the other was, that I had no Interpreter with 
me: many of the Affidavits were taken at C unar, and other Places, where the Affidavits were not 
firft drawn, and J had an rec | 2 5 | 
arab * re a 1 * . _ 8 2M. . F « + 
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Q. What Witneſfes brought thoſe Affidavits ready drawn? 


A. I cannot poſſibly recolle& what particular Witneſſes drought the Affidavits; but, according 
to the beſt of my Recollection, all the Affidavits ſworn at Lucknow, were brought by the Perſons 
who ſwore them; there are, I believe, ſome of the Officers here, with whom I have had no Conver- 
ſation.” I have ſeen a Mr. Gordon, and a Mr, Williams; and it is very poſſible they may give an 


Account, whether they or Colonel Hannay introduced them. I ſee them preſent in Court; 1 have not 
aſked the Queſtion, and I do not know how it will turn out. 


Q. Had you any Means of knowing,” whether rhe Deponents, in the Perſian or the Hindoo 
Language, underſtood any Thing of the Depoſitions which they gave? | 
A. I certainly had no more than this, that they themſelves delivered their Affidavits. 


Q. Do you mean, that they brought you the Papers, and put into your Hands; and that that 
was the Whole of the Ceremony that pafſed ? 


A. The Affidavits were ſworn, therefore there certainly muſt be more e than ſimply 
delivering the Papers into my Hands. 


Q. Is there the Signature of any Witneſs, that they were ſworn ? 


A. If I look into the Book, I can tell; but I certainly either ſaw the Perſons write or make 
their Marks. 


How were the Hindoos ſworn ; and by whom? 


A The common Method of ſwearing a Hindoo is, that a Bratnin brings a Braſs Baſon, with the 
Waters of the Ganges, into which the Hindoo dips his Hand, and takes the Oath: That being 
the Manner in Which the Hindoos are ſworn, I verily believe, every Hindoo that was ſworn before 
me, was ſworn in that Manner. They were ſworn before me, and I do not know of their being 
iworn by any Body elſe: I have ſworn a great Number of Hindoos in my Time, and I have always 
{worn them in the ſame Manner. I think I may take upon me to ſay, there was no Variation in 


the Solemnity; J cannot ſpeak particularly to the Solemnity; but I certainly took their Affidavits 
in the ſame Manner as I took them upon other Occaſions. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, chat, according to your Recollection, you are ſure thoſe Hindoos, 905 
were ſworn to thoſe Affidavits, were ſworn in the Manner you deſcribe ? 

A. I do, and upon this Ground; that I am very certain I would not have ſworn a Hindoo in 
any other Manner, I do not do it from a preciſe Memory that any Hindoo was ſworn ; poſſibly 
no Hindoo was ſworn ; poſſibly that is what is meant by the Queſtion—that no Hindoo was 


ſworn. I will not take upon myſelf to ſay that any Hindoo was ſworn ; only, that if a Hindoo 
was ſworn, I ſhould have ſworn them fo. 


Q. Then, with reſpect to the Fact, your RecolleCtion is not poſitive, 

A. This I mean to fwear, and this only, that I verily believe upon the Ground that I Seal not 
have ſworn a Hindoo or a Muſſulman in any other Manner than that in which Hindoos or Muſſul- 
men are generally ſworn, that all the Papers which purport to be Affidavits, and which I deli- 


vered to Mr. Haſtings, were ſworn in the uſual Manner, by Perſons repreſenting themſelves to be 
the Perſons that ſigned the Papers. 


2 When any Deponent came before you, and made his Mark to an Affidavit, did you cauſe 
the Affidavit to be explained to him, or interpreted in your Preſence? 

A. I am willing to give further Satisfaction upon that Subject. I have ſeveral Times anſwered 
that they certainly were not explained ; that the Parties brought them, and bringing them them- 
ſelves, they were not explained, becauſe I ſuppoſed them to know what they brought, 


Q. When you perceived a Deponent could not write, what did you do to know that he was 
acquainted with the Contents of his Affidavit? 


A. I collected it, from the Man himſelf delivering me the Affidavit. 


Q: Did you know, whether the Perſons who ſwore, were the Perſons the Affidavits ſtated them 
to be ? 

A. No; 1 certainly did not; I never ſaw them before; and I do not know whether J ever ſaw 
them ſince. As I ſaid before, they were either black Officers in the Regiment belonging to Colonel 
Hannay, or his Officers, or they were black Moonſhics attached to the Officers: I fay it, from 


having read the Affidavits fince I was here laſt; and that is all the Knowledge: ] have ac- 
quired, 


Q. Do you recolle& having ſworn any Witneſs more has s once in One Day ? 
A. The Fact might happen, but I have no Recollection of it; I rather believe, upon wake 


over the Dates of the Affidavits, that there are ſeveral: Major Davy, for inſtance, was ſworn 
ſeveral Times upon ſeveral Subjects the ſame Day. 


Q. I am ſpeaking of Lucknow always? - 
A. I do not recollect the Fact at all: It 8 be ſo, but I do not l. blies. 


( 844 ) 
Q. Do you recolle& the remarkable Circumſtance of one Doond Sing ſwearing Three Times 
before you, and putting his Mark Three Times in One Day ? ; 19 
A. My Recollection, if any upon that Subject, is that he was; but it ariſes from having ſeen 
the Affidavits within theſe few Days. Twice I recollect to have ſeen his Name, it may be Three 
Times. | | 


Q. How came you not to make ſome Obſervation, upon the Circumſtance of a Black Subahdar 
being brought before you Three Times, to make Affidavits the ſame Dy 777 

A. It is very difficult for me to give an Anſwer to that Queſtion, becauſe, as I have ſtated, till 
I ſaw it in the Book, I did not remember the Circumſtance; and not remembering the Circum- 
ſtance till then, I cannot give an Anſwer why I did not make any Obſervation. _. | 


Q. Whether, in looking over the Book ſince, you have obſerved that Doond Sing ſays nothing 
againſt the Begums the Two Firſt Times he ſwears, but he does the Third Time? | 

A. I do not know: I have made no Obſervation upon it. If it is ſo, it will appear upon the 
Book; and if it was fo, I ſhould not have known it at the Time; ſo no Obſervation could have 
ariſen to me at that Time. 3 


Q. But ſince? 
A. No. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, You were not ſtruck at the Time with the Circumſtance of a Perſon's 
being ſworn Three Times in One Day? | | 

A. If it will be any Satisfaction, I took the Affidavits and read them, and made Columns for 
the Dates when they were ſworn, and I entered the Perſons Names who ſwore under the Date, for 
the Purpoſe of ſeeing what Affidavits were ſworn while I was at Lucknow, and I really do not recol- 
le& any Thing that ſtruck me upon the Subject. I do remember, now it is mentioned, there was a Man 
who ſwore more than once; but the chief Object of looking at the Affidavits, was to ſee which were 
taken at Lucknow. I was afraid I had made a Miſtake ; but I am not ſure whether I have or no. 
I was examined as to the Time I took the Affidavit of the Rannee at Ramnagur. According to 
my Recollection, as I ſtood at the Bar, I ſhould have ſaid I took it in my Way to Calcutta, in 
my. Way from Ramnagur; but I ſee now, I muſt have taken it in my Way from Benares to 
Ramnagur. 1 


Q. You muſt have made a Miſtake when you ſaid you read them, and claſſed them accord- 
ing to Date? | | 

A. I certainly did read them; but I did not read them with Accuracy. I think it was laſt 
Saturday or laſt Sunday. | ; 


Q. But you ſaid, by Miſtake, you read them at the Time ? 


* 


A. I certainly meant to ſay no ſuch Thing; if I have, I am very ſorry for it, it was a very 
groſs Miſtake, : 


The following Queſtion, and Part of the Anſwer thereto, were read by the Clerk. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, That you were not ſtruck at the Time by the Circumſtances of a 
Perſon being ſworn Three Times in One Day? | | 


« A, If it will be any Satisfaction, I took the Affidavits and read them, and made Columns for 
the Dates when they were ſworn,” 


The Witneſs ſaid, 


What I meant by that was, That I took the Affidavits for the Purpoſe of reading them laſt 
Saturday, and dividing the Columns on that Paper. | | 


Q. Do you mean laſt Saturday you made the Columns? 
A. I mean laſt Saturday, 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they had aſked the Witneſs, Whether, at 
the Time he was at Lucknow, he was ſtruck with the Circumſtance of a Perſon ſwear- 
ing Three Times in One Day? His Anſwer to which was, That if. it would be any 
Satisfaction, he would tell how he took them, and deſcribed the Manner; which they 
underſtood he ſtated with reſpect to thoſe he took at Lucknow, and that he read them 
at that Time. | | 


The Witneſs ſaid, | 
It is impoſſible I could mean that. | 


The Houſe obſerved, that the Miſtake might eaſily be explained. That in the 
Queſtion put by the Managers, the Words at the Time” were not inſerted, but 


in the Queſtion as put by the Houſe, theſe Words at the Time” were inſerted, un- 


derſtanding 
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derſtanding the Managers fo to have put them. They were therefore inſerted in the 
Queſtion as read by the Clerk. But the Anſwer of the Witneſs, was to the Queſ- 
tion put by the Managers, and not as put by the Houſe, | 
Q. Whether you was not at Lucknow ftruck with the Circumſtance of One Man being ſworn 
Three Times a Day ? | | 


A. To that Queſtion I think I before anſwered; I did not recolle&, nor do I now recolle& that 
I obſerved any thing upon that Circumſtance at the Time. When I was aſked whether a Perſon 
was ſeveral Times examined before me, I ſaid, that by putting the ſeveral Affidavits in Columns, 
I ſaw one Man had been examined more than Once -upon One Day; that was the Whole that I 
meant by the Anſwer I gave. x 0 | 


Q. Whether, for any thing within your Knowledge, Mr. Haſtings might not have withheld and 
ſuppreſſed any of the Affidavits he thought proper, which you brought from Lucknow? 
A. Moſt undoubtedly he might have done it. 


Whether, the Purpoſe of taking thoſe Afidavits by you, was not to furniſh a Ground for 
Mr. ings's Defence, for Acts done and to be done? 2 
A. It certainly was; I did not conceive he would ſubtract any of them. It certainly was as a 
Juſtification ; I did not ſuppoſe him to be a Man fo ſuſpected, that I could not truſt the Affidavits 
I took, to be put into his Hands; I did not ſuſpect he would ſuppreſs them, or any of them, or 
put any others in their Room. They certainly were for his Jultfication, and if I had ſuppoſed 
ſuch Suſpicions would have been entertained of Mr. Haſtings, or if I had had ſuch Suſpicions of 
him, I moſt undoubtedly would not have delivered them to him in that Manner. 


Q. The Object of theſe Affidavits being the Juſtification of Mr. Haſtings, and undertaken by 
your Advice, whether you would have adviſed Mr. Haſtings to inſert in his Juſtification, Affidavits 
that made againſt his own Cauſe ? HAS 

A. As an honeft Man, I ſhould have adviſed Mr. Haſtings to tell the Story truly and faithfully 
as it was, and to inſert thoſe Affidavits that contained the Facts, whether they made for him, or 
againſt him. | | 

Q. Then do you know, why Hoolas Roy's Affidavit does not appear, ot his Examination? 

A. I was before aſked about Hoolas Roy. I ſaw upon a Memorandum I had from Mr. Middle- 
ton, this Entry, © Hoolas Roy ordered to Chunar ;” that is all I know of Hoolas Roy, Whether 
Hoolas Roy ever came to Chunar, whether Hoolas Roy's Affidavit was ever taken, or if Hoolas 
Roy's Affidavit was taken, why it was not publiſhed by Mr. Haſtings with the reſt, 'T do not know. 


A 


Q. Do you not admit, that the Fact of the Begum's having ſaved Captain Gordon was upon the 
Face of it, a Circumſtance very much in her Favour ? E | 
A. If it is any Satisfaction that I ſhould give my Opinion, that naked Circumſtance certainly was. 


Q. Had you any Converſation with Captain Gordon, or Colonel Hannay, why that Fact was 
ſuppreſſed in their Depoſitions ? 42 as 

A. I do not know that Fact was ſuppreſſed, I therefore could have no Converſation with them 
upon the Subject, why it was ſuppreſſed : I verily believe I had Converſations with Major Hannay 
and Mr. Middleton, upon the Subject of their Affidavits, but not upon that particular Circumſtance. 
I do not know, whether at that Time I had heard that Circumſtance alluded to or no: I have not any 
certain Knowledge that I had Converſation with them upon the Subject, but I really believe I had, be- 
cauſe, it was natural, that I ſhould. I do not recollect any particular Converſations, but I verily believe 
1 had Converſations ; if I was obliged to ſwear one Way or other, it would be that I had Conver- 
ſations ; but I cannot recolle& what thoſe Converſations were: In the Tent, dining with the 
Officers, upon the Occaſion of going to take their Affidavits, that being one Object of 1— 
to Lucknow, it is moſt exceedingly improbable that that ſnould not have been the deck of 
Converſation. F 


Q. (Croſs examined.) You have been aſked your Opinion upon that Tranſaction relating to Ca 
tain Gordon: Whether you would have formed the ſame Opinion of it if you had known the 
Tranſaction had taken place, after the Begums were informed of the Succeſs of the Britiſh Arms 
againſt Cheit Sing ? | 

A. I really am embarraſſed in giving Opinions upon Subjects, which the Houſe can give a bet- 
ter Opinion upon. | | 10 17 in | a 


The Houſe obſerved it was no Eyidence. _ 


Q. (by a Manager.) In the Converſation you had with Mr. Haſtings before you left Calcutta, re- 
ſpecting his Intention againſt Cheit Sing, whether Mr. Haſtings made you any Communication of 
his Sofdicion of the Diſaffection or Miſconduct of the Begums ? | 

A. The Converſation I alluded to in a Part of the Evidence before the Houſe of Commons, 
was a Converſation with Mr. Haſtings before he left Calcutta. I do not recolle& hearing from Mr. 
Haſtings, or any other Perſon at that Time, that the Begums were in Rebellion. 


10 F Q. Whether 


1 
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| Whether you know, or ever knew, of any Cauſe of perſonal private Enmity between Mr. 
Haſtings and the Begums ? 
A. I never heard it ſuggeſted. I had underſtood, and all I believe that I had heard upon 
the Subject was, that Mr. Haſtings had protected the Begums when the Nabob had made an At. 
tempt to ſeize their Treaſure, ſoon after I came to Calcutta. 


Q. (by Counſel.) Whether you had not heard, from Report, of the Diſaffection of the Begums, prior 
to your going to Lucknow ? 

A. I cannot poſitively ſay whether I had or not; whether the Begums Names are mentioned in 
the Letter I received from Mr. Haſtings 1 in going up, I cannot tell; he certainly mentions Troubles 
at Fyzabad; but he mentions nothing, that I know of, of the Begums. All I collected on the Sub- 
ject is from that Letter I received from Mr. Haſtings. 


. T think I heard it ſaid, the Begums were not mentioned in the Letter from Mr. 1 2 20 to 


Mr. Middleton, dated the r5th of November 1781? 
A. I am alluding to a Letter I myſelf received from Mr. Haſtings before I ſaw him. 


Q. I underſtood, in a former Examination, you ſaid you had been acquainted with the Con- 
tents of a Letter of the 1 5th of November 1781 ; in that Letter mention was made of Levies of 
Horſe and Foot openly made at Fyzabad, both by the Begums and Cheyt Sing's Agents; was 
that prior to your going up to Lucknow ? 

* Prior to my going up to Lucknow, but not prior to my having Converſation with Mr, 
aſtings. 


Q. My Queſtion is, whether you had heard of it prior to your going to 1e ? 
A. There can be no doubt about it; I ſtated the Converſation. 


Q (by a Lord.) J underſtand you to have depoſed, that you founded the Opinion you gave 
Mr. Haſtings, of the Propriety and Legality of the Nabob's ſeizing the Treaſure of the Begums, 
upon the Fact of a ſuppoſed Rebellion, that either did then exiſt, or had exiſted, a Rebellion of 


the Begums againſt him the Nabob ; have I rightly underſtood you ? 
A. Undoubtedly, with regard to the Nabob's Right of ſeizing the Treaſure, as there was a Re- 


bellion againſt him, I looked upon that-as attaching the Nabob's Right to ſeize them. 


Q. Am ] to underſtand that you conſidered the ſuppoſed Intention, or overt Acts, if there 
were any overt Acts, in the Begum, to aſſiſt Cheyt Sing, as an Act of Rebellion againſt him the 


Nabob? 
A. No; but what I had likewiſe heard was, that the Begums had an Intention of taking Advan- 


tage of thoſe Troubles, for the Purpoſe of raiſing Saadit Ali to the Muſnud, inſtead of the Vizier. 


Q. (by a Lord.) Did you mean that ſuch Rebellion of the Begums againſt: the Vizier diſſolved | 
the Guarantee of the Engliſh ? 
A. I do not recollect ris ever ſaid any Thing about a Guarantee. 


Q. I underſtood you to have ſaid, if the Begum was in Rebellion againſt the Nabob Vizier, the 
Nabob Vizier would be juſtified in ſeizing the Treaſures z whether that would abſolve the Com- 


pany from their Guarantee ? 
A. I could mean no ſuch a Thing; for, to the beſt of my Recollection, at that Time I never 


had heard of a Guarantee at all. 


Q. Do you know any Thing of a Guarantee now ? 
A. Nothing more than I have learned in the Courſe 1 che Proceedings againſt Mr. Haſt- 


ings. 
Q. Then the Opinion you gave to Mr. Haſtings, was upon the Suppoſition that there was no 


n 
It was upon no Suppoſition of a Guarantee at all; 1 know. nothing of a Guarantee and 


* I had not a Guarantee in Contemplation, 


Q. -Do you undeaſtand that the Guarantee was purchaſed by the Payment of Thirty Lacks, and 
relinquiſning a Debt of Twenty-five Lacks? 
A. What I have heard of a Guarantee, has been from the Evidence that has been delivered be- 


fore the Houſe, 


2 Then you gave chat Opinion, not knowing of a Guarantee? 
A. Certainly. 


'Q. (by the Managers.) Did Mr. Haſtings not, in ſome Stage of this Buſineſs, ' conſult you, 
with reſpe& to the Legality and Propriety of the Proceedings againſt, the Begums? 

A. I have ſtated, in my Evidence, here, and before the Houſe of Commons, all the Conver- 
ſation upon that Subject that I remember : If that is underſtood to he a Conſultation with me upon 
the Subject, I had that Conſultation ; but I have not the leaſt Recolleftion of Mr. Haſtings having 
conſulted me upon the Subject before e or after, CET Nd i noting Kan 
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Q. Then, at the Time Mr. Haſtings had theſe Converſations, or Conſultations, did he ever 
inform you of the Exiſtence of this Guarantee, or of any Guarantee ? | 

A. I am pretty ſure Mr, Haſtings did not: The Subject Matter, poſſibly, might be a Reaſon 
why Mr. Haſtings did not; for I underſtood, that what is called a Rebellion, had Two Motives 3 
the One was, to advance her Son, Saadit Ali, to the Prejudice of the Vizier; the other was, the 
Extirpation of the Engliſh ; both thoſe Objects I underſtood, | 


Q. Then your Anſwer is, that Mr. Haſtings did not inform you of the Guarantee ? 
A. No, not as | remember, rn ing 


. Whether you have not aſſigned one Motive of the Rebellion, to be a Deſire to raife her. Son, 
Saadit Ali, to the Muſnud, in the room of the Nabob ? | 
A. I certainly heard that Report. ; 


Q. Did you believe it? | 

A. I had no Grounds not to believe it; I certainly did believe it at the Time; I heard nothing 
to contradict it: With regard to Saadit Ali, I have heard that Saadit Ali himſelf was diſinclined to 
the Engliſh : I remember this Circumſtance z Mr. Haſtings mentioned that to me; and afterwards 
told me, he thought Saadit Ali had purged that, by having taken Care of the wounded Priſoners 
that Mr. Haſtings had committed to him. Eq 


Q. Whether you ever heard, that Saadit Ali was the Son of the Begum ? 
A. I have heard him called the Brother of the Nabob ; whether he was the Son of the Begum 
or not, I do not know. 


O. Do you not know that he was not the Son of the Begum ? 
A. I do not know that he was the Son of the Begum. 


Q. Have you not heard that he was not the Son of the Begum ? 
A. I may have heard it.—I do not recollect I ever did. 


Q. Whether you choſe to adviſe upon the State of a Family of which you knew ſo little? 
A. I have not adviſed upon the State of the Family at all, nor do I know that I gave any Advice 
with reſpect to the State of the Family. ' 


Did you not think it of Importance with reſpe& to the Credit of the Report of the Begum's 
WL of ſerting up Saadit Ali, inſtead of the Vizier; whether Saadit Ali was her own Son, 
or whether he was only the Son of her Huſband ? l | 

A. I take it for granted Saadit Ali was not the Son of the Begum ; but J really thought, till 
this Examination had paſſed, he was the Son of the Begum. With regard to the Credit to be 
given to the Report, I did not at all doubt the Report, and therefore I did not go to Circumſtances 
to weigh the Credibility of it. | 


Q. Whether Mr. Haſtings aſſigned to you in ww Converſation, as a Reaſon for his having a 
better Opinion of Saadit Ali, the Care he took of the wounded Priſoners ; whether he conſidered 
that as doing away the ſuppoſed Diſaffection he had to the Engliſh ? | 
A. To the beſt of my Opinion, I believe ſomething of that Kind did paſs, 

. I ſpeak of Mr. Haſtings's Opinion ? 
5 I peak of Mr. Haſtings's Opinion. Pren | 
Q. Do you know at what Period it was, Saadit Ali was ſuppoſed to take Care of the Priſoners ? 


A. I underſtood they were ſome Priſoners Mr. Haſtings could not take care of, being obliged 
to retire to the Fort at Chunar, and I believe it was at that Time. | 


Q. Was it immediately after the Affair of Benares ? 
A. I believe it was; becauſe: within theſe Four or Five Days I have read the Benares Narative, 
and ſomething of that Kind is mentioned in the Benares Narrative. 


Q. Whether you was informed, that Saadit Ali had purged himſelf of the 3 of this Re- 

bellion, which was ſuppoſed to be raiſed in his Favour, how came you not to think that the Begum 

was likewiſe purged from her Share of it? | | 

5 I do not know how to give an Account, why I did not think ſo; I cannot give a Reaſon why 
id nor, | | | 


Q. Did you underſtand Saadit Ali had as much Treaſure as the ms? ; 
A. So far from having Treaſure, as I underſtood, he was provided with an annual Income from 
the Nabob, at the Inſtance of Mr, Haſtings. | | 

Q. Did Mr. Middleton mention the Guarantee to you at Lucknow ? 

A, I have ſaid I knew nothing of it, till I heard it in the Courſe of this Buſineſs; Mr. Mid- 
dleton certainly did not ſtate it. | | | 


Q. You ſtate, that One Object of your Journey to Lucknow, was to aſſiſt Mr. Middleton, or 
Prevail upon him to be more alert in executing the Treaty of Chunar ; was it ſoſtated by 7 8 
h : „ Ot 


— 


* 
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A. Not to aſſiſt him, but to preſs him to urge the Nabob to a complete Performance of the 
Treaty of Chunar, chiefly with Reference to the Reſumption of the Jaghiers. 


Q. By what Means had you any Knowledge of the Articles of the Treaty of Chunar ? 

A. I had a Copy of the Treaty in my Poſſeſſion]; and if I had not, what I did with Mr. Middleton 
I could have done as well without; it was ſimply to preſs him to get theſe Articles carried into Exe- 
cution by the Nabob, and my Knowledge of the Treaty had nothing to do with that. | 


. Had you any Motive to abſtain from looking at the Copy of the Treaty of Chunar, which 
Mr. Haſtings furniſhed you with ? . 

A. I certainly had not; I read the Treaty of Chunar before I went up to Lucknow, I believe; 
I believe Mr. Haſtings ſhewed it me almoſt as ſoon as I ſaw him at Benares. 


Q. As you read the Treaty of Chunar, how came you not to ſee from that itſelf that there was a 
Guarantee to the Begums ? 55 
A. I poſſibly might know it, I do not recolle& I did; I have ſome Doubts, becauſe I have no 
Recollection whether it is in the Treaty of Chunar, I hope you will excuſe my Defe& of 
Memory, if, at the Diſtance of 10 Years, I do not recolle& ſuch a Circumſtance in the Treaty of 
Chunar, — 


Q. It is not 10 Years ago; you ſaid you did not know of the Guarantee till the Pro- 
ceedings here ? 


A. I do not know whether it is or is not in the Treaty of Chunar: It may make an Impreſſion 
upon the Houſe, that it is in the Treaty of Chunar, which Impreſſion, with reſpect to my Evi- 


dence, will go beyond the Houſe, I delire therefore, that it may be ſeen, whether, in point of Fact, 
it is in the Treaty of Chunar. | | 


. (from a Lord.) You have ſaid, a Bramin with Water from the — a braſs Baſon, ſwears 


the Hindoos; could ſuch a Circumſtance happen without your Knowledge, when you took the 
Affidavits? 


A. I aſk Pardon; I do not underſtand the Queſtion. 


Q. The Queſtion put to you is, whether the Bramin could have attended with the Braſs 
Baſon, and the Ceremony have been performed at the Time, in the Manner the Hindoos are ſworn, 
in your Preſence, without your Knowledge ? 


A. I cannot take upon myſelf to ſay, it could not; I do not apprehend it could, I do not 
believe it. 


Q.: (by a Lord.) Can you recollect, whether in that Converſation with Mr, Haſtings, upon the 
Subject of the Right of reſuming the Jaghires or ſeizing theTreaſures, Mr. Haſtings informed you, 
the Be ums were in actual Rebellion, or that the Rebellion had ſubſided ? 


A. I have not ſo accurate a Memory of the Converſation ; I do not ſpeak from the Remembrance 


of the Words that paſſed ; but I apprehend Mr. Haſtings muſt have referred to the Rebellion that 
had paſſed, from the Circumſtances, 


Q. Suppoſing it to have ſubſided, do you mean that the Meaſure ſhould not have been put into 
Execution, after the Rebellion had ſo ſubſided ? 


A. I gave the Opinion of a 1 attaching upon the Nabob, upon the Rebellion having actually 


exiſted, though not exiſting at that Time; and that, from the Begums having been in Rebellion, 
the Right attached on him. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next proceed 
to that Part of the Correſpondence which relates to the Cruelty, Impriſonment, and 


other ſevere Methods, uſed to extort Confeſſion, from the Miniſters of the Begums, of 
the Place where the Treaſures were concealed. | 


Read, the following Letter from 2 Leonard Jacques, dated, Palace, Fyzabad, | 
0 


23d February 1782, to Richard Johnſon * Reſident at the Vizier's Court, from 
Mr. Middleton's Letter Book, marked A, already delivered in. 


: To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
cc ir, : 
The Two Priſoners under my Charge, Bahr Ally Cawn, and Jewar Ally Cawn, have repeat- 
edly repreſented to me the Hardſhips they ſuffer by their long Confinement. 
„They have this Day informed me of their being adviſed, in your Letter, of a Deficiency in 
the Sale of the Articles ſent to Lucknow, as Part of the ſtipulated Sum to be ſent by them. 
As the Sum deficient has not been pointed out to them, they have requeſted I would write 
you for that Purpoſe, 


. « Anxious 


( 849 ) 
« Anxious to obtain their Enlargement, they have likewiſe deſired me to inform you, they will 
immediately, with the Aſſiſtance of their Friends, make up any Deficiency that may have ariſen. 
| | have the Honour to be, | FR 
; | a Sir, | 
« Palace, Fyzabad, « Your moſt obed* humble Servant, 
Feb! 23d 1782. (Signed) Leon“ Jaques, 
| Capt® 2˙ Batt" z0th Reg! of Sepoys.” 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that they next propoſed to read a Letter 
from the ak; Papers in the Houſe of Commons, viz. a Letter ſigned Richard John- 


ſon, dated Lucknow, 27th February 1782, and produced upon the Examination of 
Mr. Jaques, before the Houſe of Commons. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected to any Letters, written by a Perſon who 


was attending and forthcoming, being read, without they were firſt authenticated in a 
proper Manner. | | 


Then CAPTAIN LEONARD JAQUES was called in, and being ſworn, was 
examined as follows : ' 


Q. Whether you recolle& being examined by the Houſe of Commons? 
A. Es. | | 


b Then ſeveral Papers were ſhown to the Witneſs, and the following Queſtion put to 
im: 


Q Look at thoſe Papers, and ſay, whether they are authentic Copies ? 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that the Originals ought to be produced. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Originals were ſuppreſſed, and con- 
tended, that therefore the Copies were good Evidence; that they had been ſhewn to the 
Witneſs, upon his Examination before the Houſe of Commons, and there authenti- 

cated, by his ſaying, they were the Letters he wrote. 


The Counſel for the Defendant. inſiſted, that before the Copies could be read, it was 
incumbent upon the Managers for the Commons to ſhew, that they had uſed due 
Diligence to ſearch for the Originals. 


The following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q What do yau know about the Originals? | | 
A. Some Letters were read to me in the Houſe of Commons; I anſwered as well as I could, 
to the beſt of my Judgement, that they appeared to me to be right. | 


Q. Right? in what Reſpe&? 


A. I judged that they were the ſame Letters, as far as my Memory would ſupport me, that 
paſſed between Mr. Middleton, Mr. Johnſon, and me, Fs 7 


Q. What Knowledge had you of the original Letters? = | 

A. During my Command at Fyzabad, while Bahar Ali Khan and Jewar Ali Khan were Pri- 
ſoners, a Number of Letters were written by Mr, Middleton, and after Mr. Middleton weat to 
Lucknow, by Mr. Johnſon, to me, reſpecting the Priſoners, directing me how to act. 


Q. What became of thoſe Letters ? | | 

A. I had not an Idea of ever EN called upon to ſay any thing about them, after I left In- 
dia: I do not know where they are; I believe they are deſtroyed. I have none of them: the Letters 
that came to me I did not keep, what they did with the Letters that came to them, I cannot tell. 

Q. Firſt of all, as to the Letters written to you, thoſe Letters, you ſay, were deſtroyed ? 

A. I did not: deſtroy them, till I was about to come from India. 


Q. But in regard to the Letters you wrote Mr. Middleton, or to Mr. Johnſon, what do you ſay ? 
A. I believe I can tecollect the Tenor of all the Publick Letters I wrote reſpecting the Priſoners, 


Q. But you do not know what is become of thoſe Letters. Where is Mr. Johnſon ? 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that Mr, Johnſon was at Bengal; and ob- 
ſerved the Objection taken was rather extraordinary, as the Defendant had admitted 
the Letters, in his Defence to the Articles preſented to the Houſe of Commons, and 
_ the Counſel had already, in the Courſe of the Trial, withdrawn a ſimilar Ob- 
jection. | 
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The Counſel for the Defendant requeſted, that the Managers would point out in 
what Part of the Defence the Letters in queſtion were admitted verbatim; if not, they 
objected to the Production of a Copy of Originals deſtroyed, unleſs proved to be an 


authentick Copy of ſuch Originals, | 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : | 


Q. In what Situation were you in January, February, and March, 17822 

A. I commanded the 2d Bartalion of the 2oth Regiment of us lg Major Gilpin commanded 
the Regiment conſiſting of Two Battalions, which were ordered to march from Cawnpore, I 
think, on the 22d or 23d of December 1781. We marched to Dalmohw, about 40 Coſs, or 80 
Miles. Our Route was intended to a Place called Sahlone, where, we were given to underſtand, 
there were Diſturbances, and we were ordered to march there to ſuppreſs them. About a Day's March 
after our Departure from Cawnpore, Major Gilpin received Orders to ſtrike off from the Route 
to Sahlone, and march to Lucknow with all poſſible Expedition. We marched to Lucknow in 
Two Days, and ſcarce arrived with any Men. I ſet off with about 500 Men, and marched ſo 
quick, the Orders being ſo preſſing, that I do not ſuppoſe I had 200 Men come up with me. Our 
Guns were like to have been left behind. This was in conſequence of | 


Q. When was you at Fyzabad in 1782 ? | | | | 

A. I arrived at Fyzabad the 8th of February 1782, with the 2d Battalion of Sepoys of the 2oth 
Regiment. They relieved Major Naylor, who delivered the Priſoners Bahar Ali Cawn, and Jewar 
Ali Cawn, into my Charge, and another Perſon, whoſe Name I do not recollect, but, I think, it 
was Shumſhire Cawn ; and gave me certain Inſtructions for my Conduct, directing me to receive 


further Inſtructions from the Reſident at Lucknow. 
Q: What Inſtructions did the Reſident ſend you; were they in Writing? 


A. Major Naylor gave me Inſtructions, and told me, for further Information, and any other In- 
ſtructions I might want, I was to receive them from the Reſident at Lucknow. 


Did you receive Inſtructions from the Reſident at Lucknow? 
A. Thofe Letters which have been mentioned, compoſed my Inſtructions. 


Q. You received them by Letter ? f : 
A. I did. | | ; 

Q. Were thoſe Letters among the Papers, you ſay were deſtroyed before you left India? 
A. Thoſe Letters, as I conceived they would not be wanted, I did not think it worth while to 


keep. 
They were deſtroyed ? | | 
* They were deſtroyed. f | 
Q. What were thoſe Inſtructions, according to your Memory? 3 
A. One was, that Hoolas Roy was to have free Acceſs to the Priſoners, to uſe every Means that 
appeared to him requiſite for inducing them to pay the Balance of 12 Lacks of Rupees out of 
the Sum of 55 Lacks, which, I was given to unde „were to be paid: 43 Lacks I met upon 
the Road, as I was marching. | * 


Q. That was the Inſtructions you received in thoſe Letters from the Reſident ? 
A. Part of the Inſtructions. | f 


Q. Do you recollect any other Inſtructions you received, on or about the 27th of February 1782, 


from Mr. Johnſon? | 
A. I cannot charge my Memory with the Time, when Mr. Middleton left Lucknow, and Mr. 


Johnſon acted in his Room; but I was Four Months there, and received Inſtructions both from 
Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon. | | Rp 


Q. Did you receive particular Inſtructions from Mr. Johnſon, concerning thoſe 12 Lacks. of 
Rupees you ſpoke of before ? | te iff | 
A. I did. | 


Q. What were the Inſtructions you received from Mr. Johnſon reſpecting thoſe 12 Lacks? 
A. I am not certain they were from Mr. Johnſon; I am inclined to believe it was Mr. Middle- 
ton, that wrote me Directions to put them in Irons, in conſequence of their not making good the 
Payment; I am not ſure whether Mr. Johnſon or Mr. Middleton, but I believe it was Mr. Mid- 


dleton. 


Q. Were they put in Irons in conſequence ? 
A. They were. | : 


Q. Did you receive Directions from Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, to keep them from Food: 
Had you any other Directions from Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, ' beſides thoſe you men- 
tioned ? | | 2 

A. I had many different Letters, which gave me many Parts of my Information, of which my 
Memory fails me now; but with regard to Food, I never had any Directions to keep it from them. 


Q. Can 
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Q. Can you recollect what particular Inſtructions you had, with 
Priſoners in all other Reſpects, beſides that of p 
A. I recolle& after they had been in Irons 5 ery 
well, and they deſired I would apply to the Reſident for their Irons to be taken off for a little 
Time, for their having taken ſome Medicine; the Refident did not think droper they ſhould, 
becauſe they could have paid the Balance, and then they would have been releaſed | 


utting them in Irons? ruf Mien Wa 
me Time, they complained to me of being very un- 


| Al altogether. 
Q. Then the Irons were not taken off upon that Account? 


Q. Can you recolle& any other Orders for the particular Treatment of thoſe Prifoners 5 | 
A. I believe that was the moſt particular Part; there are a Number of Things that have eſcaped 
my Memory. Ne IS ile | ; 


, A, How were they fed, how lodged, how were they with Regard to Company coming to 
ten | | | Ln 


[af 
: ; | 


A. I was not prevented from Eg their Company come to them, but Hoolas Roy, who 
was to tranſact the Buſineſs moſtly with them, was to give me Information of any Perſon, that ap- 
peared to be imptoper to be allowed to go to them, NE OY bs | 
Q. What Number of Servants had they to attend. upon them ? 

A. L ſhould ſuppoſe not leſs than Forty or Fifty; a great Number. 

Q. Were any Perſons prevented Acceſs to them at any Time? 25 . 

A. I cannot charge my Memory that any one was prevented going to them, as none, that I re- 
collect, appeared to me ſuſpicious: What I mean by Suſpicion was, any People that appeared in 
Arms, or gave me Reaſon to ſuſpect their attempting to overſet my Endeavours. oe End . 

Lou have ſtated an Application made to relieve them from the Irons: Do not you ſtate, they 
would be equally ſafe without their Irons as with them ? PER . | 

A. I have no Doubt of it; : | | an een 4 


Q. Whether there were any Directions, beſides thoſe you have ſpoken of, which were Directions 
for not taking off the Irons; had you any Directions for any other Severities being uſed 
upon them, beyond thoſe ? - | „3 + ba 

A. I do not recolle& that I had; I have ſome light Idea, very flight. indeed, regarding more 
Irons, but I beg leave to decline anſwering, whether ſuch a Thing was wrote to me or not; how 
that Matter was, I cannot tell. | ON RTP ne 

Q. Do you know whether, in point of Fact, they were charged with more Irons? ; 

A. They were not ever to my Knowledge! Bahar Ali Cawh, and Jowar Ali Cawn, had only 
a Pair each; I do not know whether Shumſhire Cawn had. * 


Q Had you more Irons than you uſed ? | 
A. I ordered the Smith of the Battalion to make the Irons. | 


Q. You received none, then, from Mr, Johnſon z but you ordered them to be made yourſelf, 
in Conſequence of his Directions? 

A. None. 2 F 1 

Q. How long were they * in this Durance ? | | 

A. Really I cannot tell; I believe, during my Time, about a Month: I was there Four 
Months, from February to June ; near Four Months. ret . 

Q. Do you recolle& any Circumſtance relating to the Priſoners being threatened with the Accu- 
ſation of their b eing concerned with Bulbudder Sing ? 

A. I was informed that the Reſident ſaid, they had been concerned with Bulbudder Sing. 

Q. Were they threatened with that Imputation? n n i 

A. I told them of the Reſident's Letter, that there were ſuch Surmiſes againſt them, which 


they denied. 


Q. What was the Situation of the Women of the Khourd Mahl, while you was at Fyzabad ? 
A. I have great Reaſon to believe they were greatly diſtreſſed for want of Proviſion. 


Then the following Extract was read from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A. already 
delivered in, beginning at Page 109 of the ſame. 


nk Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 

« Sir; rr ö | | | 

The Women belonging to the Khourd Mhal, complain of their being in Want of every Ne- 
teſſary of Life, and are at laſt drove to that Deſperation, that they at Night get on the Top of 
2 Zenanah, make a great Diſturbance, and laſt Night not only abuſed the Centinels poſted in the 


ardens, but threw But at them; they threaten to throw themſelves from the Walls of the 
Zenaaah, and alſo to break out of it. ) - h l 


* « Humanity - 
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Humanity abliges me to acquaint you of this Matter, and to requeſt to-know, if you have any 
Direction to give me concerning it. „„ 

« I alſo beg Leave to acquaint you, I ſent for Letafft Ally Cawn, the Cojah, who has the 
Charge of them; who informs me their Complaint is well grounded; that they have fold Every © 
Thing they had, even to the Cloaths from their Backs, and now have no Means of exiſting, 

wy Encloſed I tranſmit you a Letter from Monatoll on the Subject. r 

«ks | « T have the Honour to be, 


Sir, F wrt. - 
« Palace, Fyzabad, Tour moſt obed, hble Serv, _ 
March 6th, 1782. | | | r 2 (Signed) 4 | Leo“ Jaques, . | 
. $48 22 Batt' 20 Reg: 


5 1 Sepoys.” 
« Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 12 
« Sir, | | | 
I beg Leave to addreſs you again, concerning the Women in the Khourd Mhal ; their Beha- 
viour laſt Night was ſo furious, that there ſeemed the greateſt Probability of their proceeding to 


the utmoſt Extremities, and that they would either throw themſelves from the Walls, or force the 


Doors of the Zenanah.—I have made every Enquiry concerning the Cauſe of their Complaints, and 
find from Letaffit Ally Cawn, that they are in a ſtarving Condition, having ſold all their Cloaths and 
Neceſſaries, and now have not wherewithal to ſupport Nature; and, as my Inſtructions are quite 
filent on this Head, ſhould be glad to know how to proceed in caſe they were to force the Doors of 
the Zenanah, as I ſuſpect it will happen, ſhould no Subſiſtence be very quickly ſent to them. 
„I have the Honour to be, e e e 

„ Palace, Fyzabad, | Sir, N 133 

March 7th 1782. Your moſt obd* humble Servant, 

(Signed) Leo“ Jaques, Capt®, | 
2“ Batt® 20" Reg of Sepoys.“ 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 11 7 of 
the ſame. 1 


« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
40 Sir, 5 n 18 - 

« I am deſired by the Two Priſoners, Bar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, to inform you they 
have this Day received a Statement of Accounts from Mr. Johnſon, in which they ſay, that, ex- 
clufive of the Jewels ſent as Part Payment of the ſtipulated Sum of Fifty-five Lacks of Rupees, 
they are credited for the Sum of Forty-five Lacks Forty-five thouſand fix hundred and one Ru- 
Pee They earneſtly requeſt that the Jewels may be valued by Four or Five eminent Merchants, 
Muſſulmen and Hindoos, upon Oath; and that after this may be done, whatever Balance may ap- 
pear againſt them, they will immediately get their Friends to advance for them. 5 

6 They have likewiſe requ eſtedme to repreſent to you their diſtreſſed Situation, in being ſo long 
and cloſe confined, with the Hopes of your taking their Caſe into Conſideration, expediting the 
Matter as much as in your Power. They alſo requeſt me to inform you, the Suſpicions Mr. 
Johnſon ſeems to entertain of them reſpecting Bulbudder, is without Foundation; that they have 
no Kind of Intercourſe, either directly or indirectly, with him; and that they ſtake their Lives upon 
the moſt diſtant Proof of it being brought; alſo, that it would give them great Satisfaction to find 
he was either taken or deſtroyed, | 29 | 
| « I have the Honour to be, 
« Palace, Fyzabad, Sir, | N 

March 13th 1782. FTaͤour moſt obed* humb' Servant, 
(Signed) Leo“ Jaques, Captain 

20 Battꝰ 20 Reg of Scapoys.“ 


* alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 127 of 
e ſame. 


« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
« Sir, 4 kan - | 
« was laſt Night honoured with your Letter of the 19th inſtant; and have, agreeable to your 
Orders, put the Priſoners Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn in Irons. | 
| I have the Honour to be, 


8 | 
Your moſt obedt humble Serv, 
Leo“ Jaques, Capt® 
2* Bart” 20 Reg of Sepoys.” 


1 « Nath' Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
" r, a 8 
« T am favoured with your's of the 27th inſtant; and cannot help informi 
myſelf hardly uſed, in not being allowed fo trifling a Contingence as my Bill with you is for; 
however, I am neyertheleſs obliged to you for letting me know-whar I have e expect, 18 I . 
| - - Cour 


1 Palace, 
March 21ſt 1782. (Signed) 


you, that 1 think 


% 
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C6urſs now-diſcherge all khr extrivrdinary” People, which my Delicacy and Zeal for bing the 
-Duty Jami! upbnf te rhe Satisfadion of them WE INC Ng upon it, induced me to enter into. 
You will ehereſbre eonffde?, Sir, that I cannot any longer pay Women to examine the 
from the Rals and Khoued Mais; of Courſe none will 
ther Directions how to proceed. Doolies unexamined will take out Valuables, which my Orders 
are politively againſt. Intelligence-L can have none, as ng Allowance will be made me for it; 
2 Thould any Accident happen, the Blawe will not be wine, but thoſe who are ſo ſparing of a 

W714 71215 Thy { 973. St 
yg have been at ſore other rrifling Expencrs, ſuch as a Moonſey to read. write, and explain 
Letter to and from the the Priſoners, to and, from Jerrour Sing, the Aumil of Nabob Gy unge. 
and the Aumil of Oude, &c. Extra Stationary, and not neceſſary, were I not on a ſe arate 

Command; Candles, OY, &c. for Guards," \ which" ſhould have no Occaſion to ſupply, were it not 
for my Command. enen 20 

« The practiſing my People with Ball Cartridaes; F am ſure, was abſolutely nere ly, as Fifty 
of my Men were the utmoſt in Number who had ever fired one until I came here: And 1 had 

every Reaſon to believe, from the Caution uſed by Major Naylor, when 1 relieved him, that I 
ſhould meet with Trouble; and, being only Halt his Number, and no Guns, it was ſurely my 
Duty to have my People in the beſt Condition to defend themſelves if Occaſion required; and 1 
am ſure the Sum charged by me for this, is not Half what it would have coſt the Company to 
have ſupplied my Battalion from any of the Magazines. 

Fou haye alſo ordered me to put the. Priſoners in Irons—that I have done; yet, as I have 
no Buſineſs to purchaſe Fetters, or ſupply them any other Way, it is but reaſonable that you 
ſhould order me to be reimburſed. Bur — ſhould 4 add any I hing more? A late Commander 
at this Place, I am told, draws near as many Thouſands, Monthly Contingencies, as my triflin 
Bill is for Hundreds. However, if you cannot get my Bill paid, be ſo obſiging as return it, — 
give me an Opportunity of declaring to the World, that I believe I am the firſt Officer in the 
e klonbunbie * Service who has ſuffered in his Property by an independant Command. 

„I have the Honour to be, 


Palace. Fyzabad, - ; 3: Sie, 
March zoch, 1782. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
| a * (Signed) Leo", Jaques, Captain, 


Commanding at Fyzabad.” 


Q. Whether this Letter, ſtating you had put the Priſoners in Irons, does not mean, 1708 had put 
: then a Second Time in Irons. Do you recolle& that Letter? | 
A. I do recolle& it. 


2 When it ſpeaks of putting in lrons, does it mean putting a Second Time in Irons? 


2. Were they in Irons when they were delivered over to you? 
A. No, not to the beſt of my Memory. 


Q. What does the Examination of Doolies, in the Khourd Mahls, mentioned in this Paſſuge, 
refer to, You will therefore conſider, Sir, that I can no longer pay Women to examine the 


Doolies from the Rhaſs and Kbourd Mahls:“ Do you know what is meant by that Exami- 


nation ? 


A. My Orders were to guard againſt the Treaſures being taken our of the Zenana, and carried out 
of the Kella they have a Sort of Carriage that the Women are carried in, covered; I was or- 


diered to have thoſe examined, to prevent cm, being carried out of rhe Zenana to the Begum, 
who was at her Houſe without the Gates. 


Q « Doolies unexamined will take out Valuables,” you ſay—Did you, or your Soldiers, when 
ound the Women taking out Valuables from the Khourd Mahl, ſeize thoſe Valuables ? 
A. No. | | 


"0 Were any of thoſe d ſeized ? 
A. None, during my Command. 


you 


Q. Did you not ſurround the Khourd Mall with Soldiers and aki Perſons, to prevent their 


carrying the Valuables from thence ? 
A. Every neceſſary Care was taken to prevent any Thing extraordina ary 80 ke out; Cloaths and 
other Things, not Valuables, were allowed to 803 Jewels and Money of conſiderable Value, were 
not allowed to be carried out, 


Q. You paid Women to examine thoſe Doolies ? 
A. I did. | 


. To your Knowledge, what Proceſs or Mode of Enquiry was carried on, Ar the ſup- 
poſ Treaſon of the Miniſters, while wy were under your Guard ? * 


A . 4 
2 10 H Q. What 


allowed to go out till I bave your fur- 


. I cannot charge my Memory with their having been put in Irons before ; * might be, by 


| 
| 
| 


( 34. ) 


What did you conſider them as confined for ; what were put Os for ? 
21 alwa mw conſidered them to be put into my Are e Fi make them ſpay the 
Twelve Lacks that were due; that was th Principal, Reaſon. e Lacks was the Sum 


agreed to be paid z only emen were 4 __ 1 Was given to and Tele Lacks 
remained due. 310581 


Q. Might not Hoolas Roy, or 2 of the Blitk Perſons 70 Wert mediocre; as having Actels | 
to the Priſoners, have uſed Tortures to them-without your preventing them 

A. I do not believe it poſſible : They — — immediately under my Guard; 6k Its 
than 20 Centinels.— The Place where t om # ie jt hot Countries is open on one Side; the! tinels 
were cloſe to them, and there could be none hut what Was dy my Directions. "ne PA Y! 


Q. For what Purpoſe was Hoolas Roy. permitted, to have Acceſs to 888 
A. To obtain Payment of the 12 Lacks and odd el There 2 be other Things, bee 


. A * 
10 e 1 


that was what I underſtood was his principal Buſineſs. a igen aa pak eng T + 
Q. Was Shumſhire Cawn under your Chatge'? Nw err fy „% 207-9959 Mam to 
A. He was. rf 4 95) 100M I YIGNT Of (1 £$2M voy 


Q. How long did Shumſhire Cawn 10 dg your herr! z οον , ant 199M), lu it 


A. I delivered Bahar, and Jewar Ally Cawn, and pe, Cawn, vp a: Gilpin, u 
his marching with the other Battalion from Fayzabad. pan 


Q. You received the other Two from OO Naylory were not t al the Three in your Cuſtody 
the whole Time? 
A. I received them all together. U | dg: 22 . 7 ( 


Q. Did you know of any Enquiry being made | into the paſt Conduct & Shumſhire Cawn, while 
under your Charge ? 


A. I do not; there might be; Hoolas Roy might aveſtion him about. many Things; b 
known to me, that I recollect. ig 362.3; 29%, pe 


Q. Are you quite ſure that Shumſhire Cawn was in n your — as well as * other Priſoners? 
A. Sure of it; I have no Doubt of it. 1 1 


Q. In what Manner were you directed to afford Relief to the Diſtreſs of the Women whe were 
in a ſtarving Condition ? 


A. None, unleſs I had choſen to give it myſelf, —lI hy ied to the Reſident, repreſenting, the 
Caſe; and he wrote me Word back, it was a Buſineſs the Engliſh could have a jo do wuh, 
directly, or indirectly. 15 . 


3 you underſtand it was by Authority of the Reſident, you placed a Pines end the Ze- 
A. I relieved Major Naylor the 8th of February 1782, and of courſe my People relie ved the 


Guards where Major Naylor had placed them :—As to the Women going, our NG 6 or Half a 


Dozen together, they might have gone out without being ores 4» wot (1243 99 
| » 71.48 wh 
The Witneſs was directed to withdraw, | ts 5. Bas 5 
| \ nc 11954 Ge Fi * 


Then the following Extrafts were read from Mr. Middleton 8 Letter Book A. al- 
ready delivered in, beginning. at Page 100 of the ſame Book. 


« To Captain ] aques,c-contmandiog the 2d Baztalron, 1 Regiment. 
« Sir, | 

« Hoolaſs Roy, the Perſon appointed by the Nabob for cranſaQting the Buſineſs forwhich the Troops 
are required here, will hold conſtant Communication and Intercourſe with you; and as he is inſtructed 
and acquainted with the beſt Method to accompliſh this Buſineſs, Mr. Middleton requeſts implicit 
Attention be paid to what he may, from Time to Time, repreſent reſpecting the Priſoners, or the 
Buſineſs in which he is employed. In ſhort, as he is the Perſon nominated by the Nabob, he 
wiſhes Hoolaſs Roy to be conſidered in the ſame Light as if he himſelf was preſent. 

One ſubaltern Officer and a complete Body of Sepoys to mount as a Guard over the Priſoners 
Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, and direct, that all Intercourſe be ſtopped between 
them and their Adherents, as alſo betwixt the Begum and the Zenanah, except ſuch as is recom- 
mended by Hoolaſs Roy. 

„ That you publiſh to your Corps and Followers, that they are not on any Account to go upon 
the Tops of the Buildings within the Kellah, as they overlook t 7 Zennanah; and you likewiſe 
direct, that the Sepoys or followers do not go into the Gardens of the Palace. 

„The above is the Subſtance of the Inſtructions which I received from 1 Reſident, and 
which he deſired I would communicate to you. 

2 * the Honour to be, 
" 0 | 
« Camp, Fyzabad, a bbs Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
February 8th 1782. | (Signed) T. LL hea Major, 
/ 2 Commanding at Fyzabad. Fo 


( 85s ) 


kes che following Errukt, frem 'the-ſattie' Book; beginnig aer, 105 
0 | S288 ?B 


4 To Richard Johnſon Elba Reſident at the Yizier's Court. 


« 1 am to inform you the Begum has this Da ſent. qo. geqpaint. me, that the. Seins ſhe 
ht out of the 12 many of them. indifpoſed, and that, as the finds herſelf diſtreſſed 
Want of their Services, ſhe has requeſted permiſſion to have others from the Zenanah.— 
tbr you Jun inform me how I am to at, and whether this can be ranted ; if it can, if there 
may ay be be day pra Perſons the Nabob wiſhes to be taken from the Zenanah for this Purpoſe. 
I hape defired Moonalol to write to Hoolaſs Roy particularly on the Subject, which Letter | ow 
beg * to Ne you. 


« I have the Honour to be, 
| Sir, 


2 a Fyz 2 * | | 12 5 2 1 Your moſt obedieat hotble See 
4 ; | 4 | 4 = QC: n C'S D F 
WW e 4\Bur 20h Keg! of Sepoys g 
« To Richard Johnſon a Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 5 95 * 5 
« Sir, | F 


* Encloſed, I beg leave to tranſmit you a Chit ſent me by Lattafit Ally bn Head 


Da of che Kourd Mhal, who has repreſented to me, that a Number of Women who went 
into Zenanah to ſee their Relations, are ready to lie- in, and wiſh to come t of the Zenanah 


for that Purpoſe. He has applied to me to order their Releaſe; but as I do not think Iam 
authorized ſo to do, from the Nature of the Inſtructions received by me from 8 S | 


requeſt your Infroctions, how I am to act. 
I have the Honour to be. 


fer Palace, Fyzabad, ee e Boron CER . 
February 21ſt, 1782. . our moſt obedient hum Servant, a 
phi; Teal Het (Signed) Leo“ Jaques, 8550 taiinn 


dad Batt. 2oth Reg. 
Read, alſo, the following Extract from Page I 3 3 of the ſame Bock. 


hho To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
Sir, 


« Encloſed I beg leave to tranſmit you a Letter from the Two Priſoners, Bar Ally Khawn, 
and Jewar Ally Khawn, in Anſwer to One they received from you this Morning, which they 
would have not received had I not known it was from you, conceiving it was contrary to my In- 
n — are to prevent their having any Intercourſe with their Adberents. 

« have the Honour to be, 


pays.” — 


by f 
4 x 

L =” i 9 =. * . 
" 2 


Sir, } 
ib, bk 271 | Your moſt obedient, l 
« Palace, Fyzabad, | humble Servant, . * 
2 220 A ny ISLES (Signed) Leo“ Jaques, Cape 


2% Batr® 20" Reg of Sepoys.” 


Read, the following Extract from Mr. Middleton' s Letter Book D, beginning oy 
Page 6 of the lame. 


1 « Captain Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. 
46 r, 


« ] have been honoured with your Letter of the 2 3d inſtant; and encloſe an Anſwer to a 
Letter from your Priſoners. 
« I alſo ſend you an Account of the Money hitherto 3 ht to their Credit, which be ſo f 
as to explain to them : That by this Statement, Twelve Lacks are yet due upon the F Ade 
ſtipulated, againſt which the Jewels and remaining Bullion are yet to be ſet off, only eſtimated 
by themſelves at Seven; but as the Sale of theſe will in all Appearance far exceed che Term of their 
Agreement, it would be better that they ſhould ſend Money inſtead of them; in the mean Time, 
you may aſſure them, that on the Day their Agreement expires, I ſhall be indiſpenſably obliged to 
recommence Severities upon them, until the laſt Farthing is fully paid of the Agreement they have 
entered into. You may alſo mention to them, that I have reaſon to ſuſpect that the Commotions 
raiſed by Bulbudder has not been without their Suggeſtions and Abetment; which. if proved upon 
2 in Addition to the probable Breach of their Agreement, will make their Situation very 
eſperate. 
« The Ignorance they have pleaded to you of the Deficiencies in Produce of the Payments, is 
a vain Pretext, as not one Sicca Weight has been diſburſed, without the previous Knowledge of 
their Agents here. 
« Lucknow, (Signed) Richard Johnſon,” 
27th Feb 1782. 
4 Read, 


— —— — — — — 
* 


< 84 ) 


: Read; the following” Eftrdft from Hetter BBR. alpeady deliverit! iijtbegineting 


— 


at Page 141 of the ſame. 0 tttEl 38: to 
Richard Jctinſon Efquirt] Relident at ch Vit Co. 
Sir, 


„„ e 03 „ wAd 27; 66 ar 21 mor I 4. Stn 5: 
« T have this Day been dere with your Letter, under Date the 17th Unit, Epeföghg an 
Account of the get Produce bf Receipts from, this Place, at Lycknow; as et wiſe your ies 
dated the 28th Ultimo. In conſequence of your Letter dated the 28h Vitine, F Rabe a 
e People to paſs out from the Khourd Mhal, being firſt properly exatiiined, By A Wein 


n 


. 


found, it neceſſary to procure for this Purpole.. _ . © 4 e 
« T have, agretable to your Delire, plated the Contents of your Letter ts the Pritcger 
Bar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, as likewiſe the Account; in anſwer to which they rave 
ueſted me to inform ybu, that it will be entirely out of their Power to tranſmit Caſh in the 
room of the Jewels already ſent, but that, When the Jewels may be ſold, and a Balance. ſtruck of 
any Deficiency ariſing from the Sale, they will, in the Courſe of a few Days, if permitted to, go 
about among their Ffends, make up this Deficiency. e 
«© They poſitively deny having any Hand in the Commotions raiſed by Bulbudder, or that t 
carrry on any Kind of Correſpondence, or have any Intercourſe with him or his Adherents ; ſo far 
from it, they have deſired me to acquaint you, it is their ſincere Wiſh he was either taken or 
deſtroyed.” | | 3 . rg 55 
; WY RGA 2? 


Read, the following Extract, from Letter Book D. already delivered in, beginning 

. A avon «““ ur tak rope cru 
e Captain Leonard Jaques, coctthanding ar Fytabad, 

cc Sir, | TY . 


« I have received your Letter of the 14th inſtant. The Two Priſoners, Bahr and Jewar Ally 
Can, having violated their written ſolemn Engagement with me, for the Payment of the Balance 
due to the Hofiourable Company, on the Nabob's Aſſignments accepted by them; and declining 
giving me any ſatisfactory Aſſurances on chat Head, I am under the diſagreeable Neceſſity of re- 
curring to Severities to enforce the ſaid Payment. This is therefore to deſire, that you imme- 
diately cauſe them to be put in Irons, and keep ſo until I ſhall arrive at Fyzabad, to take, further 


Meaſures as may be neceſſary. ; E BY 3 a 
28 ([.cg8öigned) 'Nath' Middleton.“ 


| 


« Lucknow,” 
18th March 1782. 7 T 3 
Read, the following Extract from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A. already delij- 
vered in, beginning at Page 165 of the ſame. ae eee 36 eee 
« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


« Sir, *, 

« Allow me the Honour of informing you, that the Place, the Priſoners Bar Ally Cawn, and 
Jewar Ally Cawn are confined in, is become fo very unhealthy from the Number obliged: to be on 
Duty in ſo confined a Place, at this hot Seaſon of the Year, and fo ſituated that no Reduction can 
with Propriety be made from their Guard, it being at ſuch a Diſtance from the Battalion. 

„J ſhall be glad of your Permiſſion to remove them to a Houſe more contiguous to the 
Battalion Lines, and where they will de in more Security, with One- third of the Number, 
than they are at preſent. ne} eln ro 0 amt 

« I am alſo to inform you, that ſome Nights ago, I found it neceſſary to march the Half of my 
People off Duty to prevent a Set of Thieves plundering the Our-ſkirts of the Town, of which 
they ſoon had Notice, and ran off without having done any other Harm than wounding of the Mul- 
'vah's People. In conſequence of this, and your Orders to. render the Nabob's Officers what 
Aſſiſtance I could, I have ordered Rounds to go during the Night over the different Parts of the 
Towh, where it appears to me there is any Likelihood of their being troubleſome. This, I flatter 
my ſelf, will have the intended Effect, as 1 have not heard any Thing of them ſince my Rounds 
have gone. Tam alſo to requeſt you will inform me, if what I have done in this Particular is to 

4 have the Honour to be, Sir, 


Your Wiſh. 
. K 5 Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
« Palace, Fayzabad, (Signed) Leo“ Jaques Captain, 
April 23d 1782. 9 | Commanding at Fyzabad.“ 
Thie Witneſs was directed to withdraw. | 


f Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


0 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed with their Evi- 
dence. 4.x 7 72 | = \ : 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would proceed with 
the Correſpondence between Mr. Middleton and Captain Jaques, previous to the Croſs 
Examination of Captain Jaques by the Counſel for the Defendant. 2 


Read, the following Letter, from Captain Jaques to Mr. Middleton, dated the 


18th of May 1782, from Book A, already delivered in, beginning at Page 8 of the 


tame, | | 
To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
« Sir, 9 | | | 
© The Priſoners Bar and Jewar Ally Khawn, who ſeem to be very ſickly, have requeſted their 
Irons might be taken off for a few Days, that they might take Medicine, and walk about the Gar- 
den of the Place where they are confined, to aſſiſt the Medicine in its Operation. Now, as I am 
ſure they would be equally as ſecure without their Irons as with them, I think it my Duty to 
inform you of this Requeſt, and defire to know your Pleaſure concerning it, | 
4A 7 „J have the Honour to be, Sir, 
| your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
« Palace, Fyzabad, May 18, 1782. Signed) „ Leo“ Jaques, 
* Captain commanding at Fyzabad.” 


Read, from Book D, already delivered in, Extract of a Letter from Mr. Middle- 
— 1 Jaques, dated Lucknow, 22d May 1782, beginning at Page 47 of the 


* To Captain Leonard Jaques, commanding at Fyzabad. Q's 
« Fam ſorry it is not in my Power to comply with your Propoſal of eaſing the Priſoners, for a 


few Days, of their Fetters.—Much as my Humanity may be touched by their Sufferings, I ſhould 


think it inexpedient to afford them any Alleviation, while they perſiſt in a Breach of their Contract 
with me; and, indeed, no Indulgence could be ſhewn them without the Authority of the Nabob, 


who, inſtead of conſenting to maderate the Rigours of their Situation, would be moſt willing to 
multiply them, | | 


Lucknow, (Signed at the End) Nath Middleton, Re ſidt, &c. (a) 
the 22d May 1782. Sen | 


Read, Extract of a Letter from Captain Jaques to Mr. Middleton, dated the 25th 
May 1782, from Book A, already delivered in, beginning at Page 14 of the ſame, | - 


« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


te Hoolaſs Roy went to the Priſoners laſt Night, immediately after he ſhewed me your Letter : 
The Occaſion for which I conceive there was no Reaſon, as he or any other Perſon ſent by you, 
or the Nabob, would have been allowed to go to the Priſoners whenever they pleaſed; 


8 0 


th. ae 
— — 


(a) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXIIL 


10 I eaſing 


% 


* 
= — ꝗuä—F—̃ — —ꝓ 


( 858 ) 


eaſing the Priſoners of their Fetters, it is a Matter of the greateſt Indifference. I only, in conſe. 
quence' of their repeated Applications, acquainted you thereof, as I did not think I ought to do 
any Thing in the Matter, of Courſe thought it my Duty to inform you of. their Requeſt, _ 
« On the Arrival of Major Gilpin, 1 ſhall attend minutely to your Inſtructions in delivering up 
the Charge of the Killah and Priſoners, and every Inſtruction I have received.” (a2) 
[At the End] | 
« Fyzabad, Leonard Jaques, 
May 25th 1782. | Captain commanding at Fyzabad.” 


Read, the following Letter from Nath. Middleton 'to Captain Jaques, dated the 


22d May 1782, from Book D. already delivered in, beginning at Page 48 of the 
ſame. | 


« To Captain Leonard Jacques, commanding at Fayzabad. 
« Sir, 
« TI have ſent a Meſſage through Hoolas Roy to the Priſoners Bahr and Jowar Ally Cawn.—Be 
pleaſed to give Orders that he be permitted to have Acceſs to them to deliver it. 
« Lucknow, « I am, Sir, 365 | 
22d May 1782. ' Your moſt obedient, humble Servant.“ 
| (N. B. No Signature.) 


Then CAPTAIN LEONARD JAQUES was called in, and croſs examined by 
the Counſel for the Defendant, as follows: 


| . (Croſs examined.) You have ſtated that the Begum's Miniſters, during the Time of their 
Confinement, were attended by 40 or 50 Servants. In what Place were they confined ? 
A. They were confined in Bahar Ally Khan's Houſe. 


Q. Whether that was not a ſpacious and elegant Palace, ſurrounded with a Garden of Seven or 
Eight Acres: Or what ſort of a Houſe was it? 


A. It was not very elegant, but very commodious, as the Houſes are made in Indoſtan. The 


Garden, I preſume, might be about Forty Yards Square; then there were Out-gardens from 
that again, and Out-offices, 


Q. What was the Amount of all the Gardens that belong to that Houſe ? | 
A. I muſt confeſs I never attended to any Thing, but ſheerly to the Place where the Priſoners 


were confined, and there was a Place where their Victuals were dreſſed; and for other Purpoſes, 
they had ſeveral Houſes. | 


Q. Was that Houſe, in which they were confined, the ordinary Place of Bahar Ali Khan's 
Reſidence ? | 


A. I was told it was; that it was a Houſe he inhabited before he was confined. 


Q. Whether any Reſtraint was put upon their Diet, or whether they had not a Table ſuitable 
to their Rank and Station ? | | 3 

A. During my Abode at Fyzabad there was nothing of the Kind; they were entirely at Liberty 
for their Servants to bring their Victuals, and they might have it as they pleaſed. 


Q. Were they allowed to ſee Viſitors ? | 


A. Hoolas Roy was left by Major: Naylor, to make me acquainted with any Perſons that were 


improper to ſpeak to them; but I do not recolle& any one preſenting themſelves, to have Con- 
verſation with them, that ever was refuſed, | 


dB og 7 you recolle& any Inſtance of their having their uſual Amuſements, Dancing, or 
any Thing of that Kind, while they were in Confinement ? 
A 


They never had any Thing of the Kind while I was there. 


Q. They were in Irons? 
A. Some Time they were. 


Q. Were they in Irons, or not, at the Time you were there ? | 
1 A. I depoſed, the laſt Time I was here, that J was ordered by the Reſident to put them in 
rons. - | 


Q. Were they in Irons, or not? 
A. They were in Irons. 


* 
* 


Q. During the whole Time they were under your Charge, I have underſtood, hitherto, they 
were in Irons ? ; 


„ 


— 


(a) Vide Appendix, N- LXXXIV. 


A. I 


( 8599 ) 
A. I was ordered to put them in Irons; I did ſoz and they continued in Irons the whole Time, 
till I delivered them over to Major Gilpin, | | | 


Q. Were they allowed to ſee any Body, and entertain them with Balls; were Dances exhibited - 
before them ? LEY 


A. I do not recolle& whether they ever deſired to ſee any Thing of the Kind; there never was 


any Thing of the Kind ; no Dancing, 


Q. Were they, or were they not, in Irons, during the whole Time you had them in Charge ? 
A. They were not: I believe I might be a Month or Six Weeks, I cannot aſcertain exactly, 
before I received the Orders for putting them in Irons. | | | 


1 
Q. How long had you Charge of them in all? - |! | 
A. I arrived there upon the 8th of February 1782, and took Charge of them and the Kella : And 
afterwards 7 Gilpin took the Command, in conſequence of being the ſenior Officer; I believe 
it was on the Firſt of June following, or within a few Days of Four Months. 


Q. So that for the Firſt Six Weeks they were not in Irons? 

A. I cannot exactly ſay, but it was after I marched there. I believe the Reaſon of their being 
ordered to be put in Irons was, in conſequence of their not having made good a written Agreement 
for paying a Balance of 12 Lacks out of the 55 Lacks; I believe it was in conſequence of that, 
I was ordered to put them in Irons, | 


Q. Whether, excluſive of the Circumſtance of their being confined to the Limits of the Houſe 
of Bahar Ali Khan, and Irons being put upon them, during Patt of the Time you had them in 
Charge, they endured any other Hardſhip ? 
A. The Garden, which I obſerved was 30 or 40 Yards ſquare, they had the Liberty of walkin 
round ; and there were no other Hardſhips, as I have already declared, uſed towards them, whil 
I had the Charge of them, that I can charge my Memory with. 


Q Who had the Chewy, or Superintendance of the Khourd Mahl, during the Time you was 
employed in this Service x 
A. Lutaffit Ali Khan. 


Q. Who was he employed by, do you know? 8 | | 

A. I underſtood he was employed immediately under the Nabob; and the laſt Day I was here, 
I depoſed that Mr. Middleton or Mr. Johnſon told me, we had nothing and could have nothing to 
do with them, it being a particular Buſineſs of the Nabob that the Engliſh could not interfere with. 


Q. What was the Condition or the Situation of the People who reſided within the Khourd 
Mahl? | | 
A. A little Time before Major Gilpin took the Command, the People got upon the Tops of 
the Houſes, and complained, and made a terrible Noiſe, ſignifying they were in great Diſtreſs for 
Want of Proviſions; that they had diſpoſed of the beſt Part of their Neceſſaries, and were then in a 
ſtarving Condition. | 


Q. The Queſtion is, what was the Deſcription of the People who were in the Khourd Mahl, 
of what Rank were they ? 1 | 

A. I always underſtood thoſe were the Nabob's Concubines ; and that there were ſome of them 
who had had Children, and that they were alſo with them.—-As to any Thing further it is entirely 
by Report; I can know nothing of that, for I never ſaw any of them. | 


Qi Did you underſtand they were Perſons of Rank, or Perſons of low Condition? 
A. I have heard it ſaid, but it is ſheerly Hearſay, that Sujah Dowlah, when he was going any 
where, if he ſaw any Perſon that he thought was One he would wiſh for, his Servants were em- 
loyed, and ſhe was brofight to this Place where they were put. As to Rank, whether high or 
ow, I can ſay nothing about it. : | | 


. Was there a Difference between the Rank and Eſtimation in which the Perſons who inhabited 
the Zenana were held, and thoſe who inhabited the Khourd Mahl ? | | 
A. They are both called Zenanas; One is where the married Princeſſes reſide, and the other 
is where the Concubines reſide. | 


Q. Conſequently they were in a different Eſtimation ? 
A. Clearly. 


. 0 

” Q. One you conſidered in a ſuperior Light, as a Part of the Family, and the other in an inferior 
ight? | | 
A. Yes, ſurely; quite fo. | | 

Q. By whom, or from what Fund, was the Expence of this Khourd Mahl defrayed ? A 

A” I underſtood, both from the Reſident and from Lutaffit Ally Khan, there was a Diſtrict 
aſſigned for the Maintenance of the Khourd Mahl; and the Perſon who had- the Management of 
that was backward in his Payments; and I was always given to underſtand, the Fault was entirely 
his, or elſe the Nabob's, for not compelling him to fulfil his Duty. 17 

ME & Whether 
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LE. Whether the a had any Thing to do with! fupplying the Maintenance of the Khowrd | 
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A. Really I cannot pretend to ſay but I never heard that they 8 27 


2. Whether the Britiſh Reſident, or the Commander of the Troops at Wel or any other 
Britiſh Subjects, ever exerciſed zu Interference in, or Controul over, the Kfourd Mahl? 
A. I have already depoſed, that the Reſident had wrote to me that the gk could- nr 
interfere, directly or indixecly,. with any Congern of theirs: and I never heard of their doing 


further than that Major Gilpin had prevailed 0 the Reſident to let him advance Lutaific Fr: 
Khan ſome Money for thei Support. ; 


. Whether the Women of the Khourd Mahl mere not x permitted to oh and repaſs freely from 
the Thourd· Mahl at the Time the Guards were ſtationed near it? 
A. I have already depoſed, that I hired a Woman for the Purpoſe of N the Doolies, to 


ſee whether Valuables were carried out; I had no Kind of Right to ſtop them one Way or the other, 
any further than if they carried out Valuables. 


Was that Examination exereiſed over thoſe w Tl backe and forwards from the 
3. Mahl, as well as from the Zenana ? ſha; paſſe po * 
e ile wer Were th l. or five: 


A. It was over all; all the Doolies were examined, to 
or Valuables, out: If they were not, they were ſuftspecf to. go. 
Q. In what Building were the People kept that 3 to the Khourd Makl? 
A. It was called the Khourd Mahl. | | 
Q. Where was it ſituated; in the ſame Place as the Zenana ? 


A Ie was upon the left Side of che Gardens, of the Gate — 1 ctr Name 1 the 
ate now. : : 


Was it within the ſame Gardens? 55. 2143 1 0 
A. On One Side of the Gardens, ry Fog the principal Gate that went to be Kella ; they 
ah 


were on the Left Side, and the Coſs I, where he) Begums reliddd, Was Wer the — 
Hand Side. 


Q. So they were both in the ſame Gardens ? 
A. Yes, on different Sides. 


+ N And the wry ſame Care was taken of the Doolies, whether they went from one Place « or 
m the other 

A. Yes, they were examined before they went out; there was a large Garden between the Two 
Mahls, or Two Zenanas; it was a large Place; that which was called The Palace, is a Place, T 


ſuppoſe, not leſs than 700 or 800 Yards one Way, and, 1 ſuppoſe, 400 or 500 Yards the other 
Way; with a large Mud Rampart round it. 


Q. You ſay, the ſame Care was obſerved with reſpes to the * , they came from 
the one Place or the other ? 


A. Yes. 


Qt If a Dooly is not a cloſe covered ona of ſome Sort ons 

A. It is a Conveyance, made ſomething like a very ſmall Bedſtead, not long 188 to 1 2 ex- 
tended upon, but to fit upon; I mean. the common Dooly ;. and it is carried with a great Stick, 
by Two Men before and Two Men behind, ſomething in the Manner of our Chairs, only it is car- 
ried on-Mens Shoulders, with a Cloth covered over, to prevent the People within en being on. 


Q. A ſmall covered Chair ? 


— Yes, fomeghing | in the Nature of a ſmall oblong B Bedſtead, rather 7 longer one tis thay, he 
other. 


But covered, and cloſed op? 
* Les. 


. Whether the ſole Purpoſe of placing the Guards rowhd the + lanka) was not to prevent the 

Treaſures of the Begums from being carried away: What were your Inſtructions upon that Subject? 

A. The Tenor of my Inſtructions was; to 1e Tres Three. Prifoners, Bahar, and Jewar Alli, 
e 


and Symſhire Cawn, and alſo to guard * the Treaſures being taken out of Be, Zenana, out 
of the Palace, 


4% Whether the ales choſe Guards round. the Zinana | in any Manner cauſed's or contributed to 
e 4 | 


? 


7 ; * 


iſtreſſes of the Khourd Mahal? 
A. I cannot conceive they could in the leaſt, 


Q. Whether the Begums ever ſent the Women of the; Khourd bl any Relicf d 
12 f r or any Meſlages to you rel Pectins chem, while. you were in the Com 
at Fyzaba 


A. What they might ſend it is impoſſible for me to know; ; they might ſend unknown to dſl. 
I never prevented People going in or out. 


6 We Q. bid 


| 
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Did they ever fend you any Meſſage about it ? 
do not recolſect they did. 5 
. Whether the Begums were, by the Seizure of their Treaſure, from the beſt Information you 
have upon the Subject, reduced to a State of great Poverty and Diſtreſs ; or whether they after- 
wards continued to live in great Splendour and Affluence? | 
A. The Begums were in the ſame Situation before I went, as they were at the Time that I reſigned 
the Charge to Major Gilpin. As to how they were ſituated, it was impoſſible for me to know, as 


no Europeans ever had an Opportunity of ſeeing them; nor any other Man, except their Fathers, 


Brothers, and Huſbands. As to their Situation, I cannot aſcertain further than this ;»d have no 


Reaſon to think they were in Went, except from their refuſing to make good the Payment; and I 


really was inclined to think, they could have paid it it they choſe, \-_ 


1 what Eftabliſhment, or Servants, had the Begums before you took Charge of the 

A. What Servants the Begums had, I cannot pretend to fay, that were in the Palace; without 
the Walls, there was a very great Number about them z but the Number it is impoſſible to aſcer- 
tain ; * N 


Q. Whether, as to all external Marks of State and Splendor, they were different from what 


they were before: Can you deſcribe what their Marks of Splendor were, from the Manner of 
living of the Begums, when you had the Charge of them ? 


A. They had Numbers of armed Men at their Gates, I ſaw, as I rode by the Begums | 


Houſe. 


Q. What the Nature of the Eſtabliſhment was within, you never had an Opportunity of 


knowing ? 
A. I had not. 


Q. You do not know whether there were Forty Servants or more ; or whether there were great 
Rooms or not ? 


A. There muſt have been a great many more than Forty; I cannot ſay how many: I had no 
Opportunity of knowing further than what I ſaw at the Gate. 


Q. What Number of armed Men were thoſe you obſerved upon the Outſide of the Palace ? 
3 I really cannot aſcertain the Number; I have ſeen a very great Number at one particular 

Q. Were they placed in the Manner of Guards ? 

A. They were placed at the Gates ;; and would oppoſe any Perſon offering to go in, that was 
not agreeable to them ? | 

Q. What Names did they go by ? 

A. By the Names of Peons, Spear-men, and Matchlock Men. 


Q. Were there any Nudjeebs amongſt them? 


A. I underſtood always, thoſe Matchlock Men were of that Quality; they bore Matchlocks, 
which are Guns fired with Matches, 


Q. Whether a Report did not prevail among 2 Black People of Fyzabad, that the 
ect 


Begums and their Eunuchs had given Signs of Di ion during the Diſturbances at Benares ? 
A. I have heard thoſe Things reported by ſome of the Black People. 


Q. Do you know Hoolas Roy ? | 8 
A. Hoolas Roy was a Man left by Major Naylor to conduct the Buſineſs with the Priſoners, 
Q. What has Hoolas Roy, himſelf, ſaid to you upon the Subject ? 


The Managers for the Commons objected to the Queſtion. 

Q Whether Hoolas Roy was not one of the Perſons who circulated that Report which was ſaid 
to 72 ; 
A. I cannot ſay who circulated the Report. I have heard Hoolas Roy mention a Circumſtance, 
which was corroborated by a Letter ſent to me by the Reſident, that there had been Letters jater- 


cepted between the Begums Miniſters and Cheit Sing; but how far this was the Caſe, I cannot pre - 


tend to ſay. 


4; Whether you ever underſtood from Hoolas Roy that he had in Fact ever made an Aﬀ- 
vit | | 


A. I never heard a Thing of the Kind drop from his Mouth, that I recolle&. 


Q. Whether, while you was at Fyzabad, you ever wrote to Mr. Haſtings, or tranſmitted ay 


Letter to Mr. Haſtings from the Begums or their Miniſters ? 


4 recollect; and I certainly ſhould have recollected it, if I had done any Thing 


10 Kk | Q Whether 
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Whether, in all the Tranſactions at Fyzabad, you did not act entirely under the Orders of Mr. 
Middleton or Mr. Johnſon, or of the Military Commander, and not in conſequence of Orders 
received from the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, or the Governor General himſelf ? 

A. My Orders were immediately from the Reſident at Lucknow; whoever was Reſident, 1 under. 
ſtood I was to receive my Orders from him, and from no other Perſon : The commanding Officer, 
to whom I was to report, was alſo to receive Orders from the Reſident. 


Q. I underſtood you before, that you had made your Reports, with reſpect to the Priſoners, to 
Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Middleton. ks a 
A. I did: They were the Two Perſons from whom I received my Orders. 


Q. Becauſe you are now underſtood to ſay, you made all your Reports to your own Military 


Officer ? 
A. No: Only of the Detail of my Corps; the others I made to the Reſident. 


Q. It having been ſuggeſted that Shumſhire Cawn was taken into Cuſtody for a ſhort Time, 
and then enlarged, and that he was not in your Cuſtody; did not Shumſhire Cawn continue in 
your Charge during the whole Time the Two other Priſoners were continued under your Charge, 
till they were turned over to Major Gilpin ? | — 

A. To the beſt of my Recollection, lente him from Major Naylor, and I delivered him over 
to Major Gilpin. | | 
Q. Did you not keep him in Cuſtody the whole Time ? 

A. The Whole of the Time, I believe. 


Q. Do you remember any Drought in the Country of Oude, or any other Part of India, in 
1779, or 1780, 1781, or 1782? Was you, during thoſe Four Years, in the Country ? | 
A. I was. 


” 
* 
* 


Q. Do you remember, in any of the Seaſons of thoſe Four Years, a remarkable Drought there? 
A. Really I cannot anſwer exactly as to that; I recollect going to Fyzabad in 1782; it was by no 
Means in ſo flouriſhing a Condition as it was when I was there in 1773. 


Q. Was that Decay which you obſerved in 1782, attributed to any remarkable Drought, a 
Defe& of the Seaſon, or to what other Cauſe ? - 1, | 
A. I cannot charge myſelf to anſwer that Queſtion, 


Q. You underſtand the Word Drought ? | 
A. I underſtand the Word very well; but I cannot charge my Memory with it. 


Q. What Sort of a Decay was it? Were there fewer Houſes ? 

A. Iobſerved it was not ſo well tilled, ſo rich, or flouriſhing ; but from what Cauſe it was, I 
cannot pretend to ſay : The Tillage: moſtly there, is Water drawn from the Wells, except cloſe 
to the Banks of the River. | 


Q. Did you obſerve whezher the Want of Tillage was occaſioned by the Want of Hands and 
Labourers, or by the Want of Wells and Canals, where it was not carried from the Banks of the 
River ? 


A. I really cannot pretend to ſay, whether it was Want of Hands, or not ; the Country ſeemed 
to/ be well filled with People, as I marched. | 


Q. Do you know any Thing of any regular Eſtabliſhment of the Nabob's Cavalry ? 
A. I do not. | | 


Q. (by a Lord.) When you relieved Major Naylor, whether you received any other Inſtructions 
than thoſe, to take the Charge of the different Buildings or Encloſures of the Zenana and 
Khourd Mahl; becauſe it is mentioned, in a Letter from you to the Reſident, that you deſired 
an Allowance of Money for providing Ammunition ; and, I think, it is ſaid upon Account of 
Inſtructions you received: What other Inſtructions did you receive from Major Naylor, when you 
ſucceeded to that Command ? | : 

A. Major Naylor delivered up the Charge of the Priſoners ; I was ordered to take Charge of the 
Palace, and to ſupply the Guards that I relieved, which had been placed there by Major Naylor; 
and I was to receive further Inſtructions from Mr. Briſtow, as I obſerved before, regarding thoſe 
other Charges; my Battalion was then newly divided, it was one Battalion formerly, and at the 
Time 1 took the Command it was divided into Two; there were then about 700, but in conſe- 
quence of the Diviſion they were raiſed to a Thouſand Rank and File; the beſt Part of my People 
were Recruits. I had not above 50 or 60 Men that I conceived had ever fired; it was in con- 
ſequence of this I required the Ammunition. | | 


Q. Whether you know there was any other Order than thoſe for the Care of the Zenana can 
you explain why you put your Battalion into any particular Order, in conſequence of the Inſtruc- 
tions you received from Major Naylor ? | | 

A. In the Letters I wrote to the Reſident, I believe I mentioned every Particular. 


. 
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Qt. (by the Managers.) You have ſtated, that you never prevented any of the Women from 
leaving the Zenana; that they were not confined; that any Perſon that choſe it might come out, 


only being ſearched, to prevent their taking out Valuables. Explain this Letter of the 21ſt Fe- 
bruary 1782, 1 | 


FRY « To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
« Sir, | | | | | 
« Encloſed, I beg leave to tranſmit you a Chit ſent to me by Lattafit Ally Khawn, Head 
Durogah of the Kourd Mhal, who has repreſented to me that a Number of Women who went 
into the-Zenanah' to ſee their Relations, are ready to lie-in, and wiſh to come out of the Zenanah 
for that Purpoſe. He has applied to me to order their Releaſe; but as I do not think I am 
authoriſed ſo to do, from the Nature of the Iaſtructions received by me from Major Naylor, I 
requeſt your Inſtructions, how I am to act. | 
| « have the Honour to be, 
« Palace, Fyzabad, | "0; " | 
February 21ſt 1782. Tour moſt obedient humble Servant, 5 
(Signed) Leo“ Jaques, Captain 
| 2d. Batt. 2oth Reg. Sepoys.“ (a) 
By this Letter, it ſeems as if it was impoſſible for a Woman with Child to come out of the Ze- 
nana, without a particular Licence given. Do you recolle& how that is ? | 
A. Immediately upon my going there, I was not quite ſo well acquainted with the Reſi- 
dent's Wiſhes as I was afterwards ; of Courſe, as to thoſe Points I was not thoroughly acquainted 
with, I took the earlieſt Opportunity of informing. myſelf. Lettaffit Ali Cawn knew that the 


Doolies were examined, and moſt probably he did not wiſh that ſome of thoſe People ſhould be 
examined. 


Whether you received any Anſwer to that Letter, authoriſing you to let Perſons, go in and 
out, and thoſe People in particular? | 


A. I really conceive-I muſt have received a Letter in Anſwer to that; but the Spirit of my 
Orders was ſheerly to prevent Treaſure and Valuables coming out: I had no Orders to keep any 
Body from coming out, except they were carrying Valuables. 


— Then you now ſtate, that all the Friends of the Priſoners were allowed to have free Inter- 
courle ? 


A. If you pleaſe, I will mention one Thing that will ſet that Matter right; whoever Hoolas 
Roy ſaid might come in, I was authoriſed to admit. 


Q. By a Liſt, or by Directions from Hoolas Roy? = | 

A. I had no Liſt : Hoolas Roy was a Perſon left with me to direct who ſhould, and who ſhould 
not go in. | 

Q. Therefore the Liberty you mean was, a Liberty for all whom Hoolas Roy did not forbid ? 

A. Yes. | * 


When any Perſon applied to come in, were they ever permitted to go, without previous 
Application to Hoolas Roy, to know whether it was proper? 


A. There were none refuſed, except they appeared to be improper Perſons to be admitted; 
there were many People went in and out. | 


Q. What was that Appearance which made you determine them to be improper Perſons ? 

A. If there had been any armed Men, I ſhould not have ſuffered them to go in, without con- 
ſulting Hoolas Roy ; if there had been any other great Men, as I had generally People about me who 
had a tolerable Knowledge of the People belonging to that Place, if there had been any that ſeemed 
to be of high Rank and Condition, I ſhould not have admitted them, without having conſulted 
Hoolas Roy, whether it was proper for them to go in or not. | | 


Q. Did he permit Letters to paſs to and from thoſe Perſons ? 
A. Not Letters: I ſtopped all Letters. 


Q. All Letters ? 
A. Yes, all Letters that appeared to be of a ſuſpicious Nature. 


What were the Things that determined your Judgement of the Letters that were ſtopped ? 
* I had a Moonſhy to read them. | 


Q. To read the Inſide of the Letters, as well as the Directions without? 

A. To read ſufficient. 

Q. To open them? 0 

A. There are many Letters that come within an outſide Paper, ſealed, and you may eaſily draw 
out the Letter without breaking the Seal. | | 


8 # +. * 


(a) Vide ſupra, P. 858. | 
Q. Suppoſe 


a 
1 
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, Suppoſe a Letter had appeared to you doubtful, ſhould you have gone to Hoolas Roy about 
that Did you ever apply to Hoolas Roy to know, whether you ſhould deliver any Letters that 
were brought there or not? ; Wet: 18 

A. I believe I very often did. There was one Thing I would wiſh to mention; there were 
many Letters, and little Notes, on trifling Subjects, coming from one Merchant to another, and 
from one Servant to another; thoſe Things we were able ſufficiently to underſtand, without the 
Trouble of opening them. 2 


Wichout the Trouble of opening them? 1 b 
A. Many that the People knew what might be in them. Nothing that would militate apainſt 
my Inſtructions. | Fg | 


Q. Have you a Copy of the Inſtructions that were given you? 
A. I really do not know that I have any Copy of them. 


Then the following Letter was read from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A, already 


delivered in, beginning at Page 100 of the ſame Book. 


« To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
cc Sir, 


« Encloſed I beg leave to tranſmit you a Letter from the Two Priſoners, Bar Ally Khawn, and 
Jewar Ally Khawn, in Anſwer to One they received from you this Morning, which they would 
have not received had I not known it was from you, conceiving it was contrary to my Inſtructions, 


which are to prevent their haying any Intercourſe with their A * 
L have the Honour to be, 
Sir, - 
. Your moſt obedient, 
« Palace, Fyzabad, humble Servant, 
February 22d 1782, | (Signed) Leo“ Jaques, Capt® 


2* Batt® 20 Regt of Sepoys.“ (a) 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs. 


Q. What Anſwer did you receive to this Application to Mr. Johnſon? . 
Dy I was directed in it to admit none but thoſe that Hoolas Roy approved of; I believe that was 
the Anſwer. | 


Q. Have you that Anſwer ? 
A. I believe I have nothing of the Kind. | 


Then the following Extract of a Letter from the Witneſs to Mr. Middleton, dated 
Fyzabad, 23d April 1782, was read from Book A, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page 165 of the ſame, 7-0 


Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 


« Sir, 
« Allow me the Honour of informing you, that the Place, the Priſoners Bar Ally Cawn, and 
Joun Ally Cawn are confined in, is become ſo very unhealthy from the Number obliged to be on 
uty in ſo confined a Place, at this hot Seaſon of the Year, and ſo ſituated that no Reduction can 
with Propriety be made from their Guard, it being at ſuch a Diſtance from the Battalion, | 
« I ſhall be glad of your Permiſſion to remove them to a Houſe more contiguous to the Bat- 


talion Lines, and where they will be in more Security, with One Third of the Number, than they 


are at preſent. (5) 5 a Lads FR” 
ed at on 66 na ues, 
3 * F commenting Te F yaabad.” 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs. 


Lou have ſtated that the Priſoners were not treated with any De of Severity ; do you re- 
member whete you received any Anſwer to that Application ? 195 we * 
: o. OO: 


Q. What was that ? 
A. To remove them, 


Q. Where did you remove them to ? 


A. I removed them to Jewar Ali Cawn's Houſe; a very elegant commodious Houſe, lately 
built, cloſe by where I reſided myſelf, and where the Battalion was. 


Q. Where was the unhealthy Place you removed them from ? 
A. Bahar Ali Cawu's Houſe. 


Q. You have appeared to ſay, that no Severity or Hardſhips were uſed towards thoſe Priſoners ; 
explain this Paſſage in Mr. Middleton's Letter of the 22d of May 1782, to you, toward the latter 


(e) Vide ſupra, Page 855. (8) Vide ſupra, Page 856. 
7 


End 


End of their Confinement : © I am ſorry ãt is not in 8 to 
ak the Priſoners for a few Days, of their Fetters. Much as m 
r Sutferings, 1 ho Id Wal it inexpedient to afford them any Alleria, = y 
"4 in 1 Breach 9 their Contract with me.” (a) When Mr." Middletn expreſſes, his Humanity ſo 
figs of with N safer to what could he allude, the Priſoners never ſuffered any, Hard- 
ips of any Sort 2 
A 1 ba alread 


have bern 112 wales with, I prèſume; * atid,” except thoſe Particulars, I know. 


Severities e were * A chem. „ eng % (one: was an e r upon ACOG * cer 4 


Sicknelk.: PL . 5 7 


" Q.'You be calkett of «vans Garden which the VII bad the UU of. You A in your 
Letter of the 18th May 178 * to Mr. Middleton, that © he Priſoners Bar and Jewar Ally Khawn, 
who ſeem to be very fickly, have requeſted their Irons mig de taken off for a tew Days, that th 
might take Medicine, and walk about the Garden of the Place where they are confined, to aſſi 


the Medicine in its Operation. Now, as I am ſure they would be equally as. ſecure withour their 
Irons as with them, I think it my Duty to inform you bf this Requeſt, — deſire to hae: * | 
Pleaſure concerning it.“ () nnn r? CN e 

A. I did, yi 

Q Do you know. where it is? io en e 26 a e 6 


. The Anſwer has, 1 believe, hs 


Whether you ever had any Cotnplaint of Fools Roy & 1. ade and being the Sr 
an ee pra ad fone Ally Cawn? 4 


A. There is a Circumſtance, with reſpedt ro the Behaviour of Hoolas Roy, that your- Lord- . 


ſhips may not think ſo well to go into; it is of ſome Length; it was reſpecting the Gunge, or 
Market, chat they had wt * of, WM Hoolas * had interfered in a 082 1 e was 
not right. N n 


8 The ſingle Qu "2" Rp now on pur is, ” phether » you recollect any inner of i Treazment in- 
flicted by Hoolas 8S v ants of Bahar « or Jewar Ali Cawn 

A. 1 id not e to be of tbeating the Servants of Bahar and newke Ali Cawn ; thre, 
was ſomething, whether it went the Length o wa bbs cannot pla It Warn. Falace, 


NE e Fa £3 n: V7.0 
iT anz 77; a © | we 
Then che following Exunçt of Latter: 8 Leonard Jaques, e byte. 
bad, goth May r9b2,'-and eee Nath. * Eſquire, Reſident 4 2 

Vizier's Court, was read. 5 4 01.9297 * 37 Mi * £9 07 T2200 a 2 


« To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſiden ie the Vidkerw Court. Lb wal! .© 


601 oe o ene 204% t! 


3 to ſend 2 in, his Bill, for.the.Expepce. be baz been-at | 
duri lag The bene 


ring his Conunangytie: which ſome Repairs, to the Gun. * be incl 


Major Gilg ns Arrival ſhall ſend you in my Bill, for ane a 
ſince the Firſt of April.laſt-.,Agreeable o v Define Linger) 5 * 

Particulars of Hoolals Roy's Behaviour to me, and which are as 122 5 Sou 

Chowdry of Begum N upwards of Fifteen Years, and diſplaced by by Hoolaſs R 


1 


* 705 io 


complain, that and ſome of hi Servants, had been beat and adult by, 
No, ac vaingng me at the ſame Time, that their Reaſon' for ſo' was 4 — 
Med by ick People,” who did not behàve to the ne Man ſo well s Rad done to him; 


and hy — Hoolaſs * to ſuppoſe him acceſſary thereto. "Hook. ar 
to be with me a Day or Jo -after, I aſkedi him about it when he; got; very, warm, obſerving, 
he did not expect, when he came to me, that he was to be queſtioned about every Complaint 
that might be preferred, and that he would "ite to you on the Occaſion, His Behaviour, in ſhort, 
was ſuch, as duce me to enquire, v y, into che Matter; when 1 found, 'thit what 
the Chowdry told me, was very true, and os he had been very ill uſed by Hoolaſy Tur In 
conſcquenee: of this, Laſbæd Jen Sing (vader whom rhe Cunge was that, this 1 een 
Chowdry to, ſo many Lone about the Man: He told me, hen was a good 7 a 

5 > ; goo he did. bwlaſs' 


Father was then in his Em A 008 and that he 1 would 
Roy, fettled: I doubt 105 at at different S Or- 


derlies'md FIrearrahs, e 
though entirely foreign to any Concern of his; and uſed threatening Language to one or 850 4 


happened to be near his Houſe of byte. ; His Reaſons for facing J capoot Fl, oe nb 


enquire, if you approve thereof. g 2 | 
« I have the Hour to be, Sir 
« Fyzabad, May 39 4782. 6 562 * At eee 
Lt Apt 9464 1 * wan! en eb! Ae 
9 Geet” 


rie ub un 9009 d ene IA ain comma 


1 9 


u * 


1 2 1. 1 
= 


My ET Vide Aly g9: 


per- 


ſepeited feberal Tides, hat be to put F Irons; this 8 


ing 


Teber the 12 had ſent then upon, 


10 We? Then 


—— — ſ— - — 


Hhattalion had been Part of a Bactation' of 700 Men; ir was augmenred, in conſequence of rhe 


( 866 ) 


| Then the following Queſtion waz put to the Witneſs 5 | 1 


Q, Tou have ſtated, That, in conſequence of your Orders, you examioed the Dociies "EY 
came from the Khourd Mahl; Whether you did not know that the, Women configed in the 
Khourd Mahl, had ſome Pro and Valuables of their own ? 

A. I do conceive they muſt have had ſomething: I can give very little Information with reſpe 
to what they had. I have already depoſed, that Letaffit Ali Cawn complained they had fold 

- almoſt every Thing that they had; Lad that they alſo called out from the Tops of the Fouls, 
they were in a ftarving Condition. 


Babern 1 * had _ 5 diſtinguiſh any | Goods ond Valuables, carried out of. 
the Khoy w they were roperty of the ms, or of, the Women 

Khourd Mahl, or of the Viſitors in the Ok a F "0" _ Fe 
A. I bould have ſtopped Valuables, let them belong to whom they would, til I had had Mr, 
Middleton's further Instructions about them. 


Q. Have you heard whether the Nabob had any Claims under the 8 Law ta the 
Property of thoſe Women of the Khourd Mahl, or as their Effects of any Sort? 


N underſtood, but it is ſheerly from Hearſay, that they were akogerher the Nabob's 
reaſures | 


ou informed of any Ground or Reaſon for ſeizing the Property of the b Mat 
or * 3 eized that you know of, or heard off ; 


A. I never found any Thing that I had Occaſion to ſtop from the Khourd Mabl. 


* you know of any Body n ſtopped or ſeized uy Thing, Treasure or W cle from 
ourd Mahl ? 
A. I do not. 


Q You never ſtopped any Valuables do 1 underſtand you 4 ? 
A. 1 never heard of any Thing found in the Khourd Mahl that was ſized. 


Q Did you ever iop any Thing that came from the Khourd Mahl? 
14 gru. 6g 7 nor do a are oi, any Thing frm th Cl Ma 
Fi ded ene, > 14g and took care accor 7 | 5 


Q. Was it frequent to ſtop the Doolies ? | 

A. I believe, ſcarcely a Day paſſed without. I beg to offer one G Fre rom * Time 
of my writing the Letter to Mr. Middleton, till I had his Anſwer, there were no Doolics allowed 

re K ooo rey oloman 1 her till he choſe ta pay me the Bill; I-did not Hants go ind 
tho Women any longer to examine them, n Bil. 300 2˙* 


Q. How long was that Period? TT | 193 nos nil joined ig o 

A. I ſuppoſe, about Three or Four Days. | 

Q. Whether you ever ſaw or heard of any Treaty with Mr. Middleton, by which che 
tenance of the Women in the Khourd Mahl was Ie ne Io NG by „Scree! 

A. I have d „ that I was written to by Mr. Middleton or Mr. Johnſon, ceſſing; me we 
could have'norhin g to do with the Women of the Khourd Mahl, either Giredtly or indireAly, -re- 
garding their Maintenance lo it To; 


Whether you heard that the A ns made for the Maintenance of theſe were 
e e . ee , 5 —— 
ave were not w ault ex 
Ae e L do act know. to „ —_ 
Q, Be you know th Lund oor of which thoſe og wr nue, „en chi 50.35 
not. ah 1285 8 87 vl 
mi mhather they ever were lire N O of . Middleron ? | | 
A. I do nut. 


Then the following Extract of a Letter from Major Gilpin ro? Mr. — dated 
the 4th. of July 1782, was read. 


« If nothing elſe will do, 1 had, for mhich 1 have the Sendien. 1.66 Durtiogr 
> Onan egos Goes © cheer eu and l * 8 
or a or wo,” TR FUR gt 


Then the following Queſtion was put to che Wines elt gi i oh ee 
Q. Whether any ſuch Orders 1 F OW nn 
A. I cannge charge my Memory wi } Thing of the Kind. IF SNN 
. How came your Battalion to be reduced in the Manner you have deſcribed ? | 
A. I ſhould have told you in about Five Minutes, if I had gone on with my Evidence. My 


Diviſioa 


. 


i ( 867. )). 


of Recruits z I had T 


Q. How came they to be reduced to Fifty? 8 fr £2 
A. In conſequence of the Draughts from the Battalion, before 1 Pry u 1 
ment, my — the old 1 __ taken away: : np in he 5 = 
1784, it was fou to augment ment F 
iich be ns Battalion of Sepoys before, was augmented my a Regiment conſiſti 
talions z a great many of the old Sepoys were 7 draughted to other Pl; 
were a great many new Sepoys at this Place. 
In 1780, or 1781, you ſay there was 2 

222 1782, many Draughts had been pers from 
Means your Battalion was reduced=-Is it ſo? 

A. Ves; and in conſtquence of Major Naylor havi and careful, with 
Twice the Number of Men, and Two. Gu n 3 
r e een ngen Tae oy great del of F 
Lead ; conv ad into Balls, and m u 
Men. This is the Circumſtance I alluded to and mentioned in wy Lien . ** — 
which I thought neceſſary to have refunded. 


Q. How came your Battalion to be com ed of Recruits fo undiſciplined ?. 
A. The Draught had been made before the Battalion was made into a 8 


e Whether the Object of this Examination and Search of the P 
Detection of the Begum's Treaſure only, and not applied to the Khourd Mahl? 
A. That I believe was the Object. 


Q. What do you mean by the Admiſſion of proper, and the Excluſion of improper Perſons, 
it with Reference to Reſcue of the Perſons under Confinetnent by improper Fd e 
. „ err choiey go nnen 

Perſons whatever ? - SOS 75 N 


A. en point of Reſcue, | conceived to be the nch apt 
cular, which I ſhould attend to; bur upon many other Occaſions there might karen, N 
might have been improper for them to cooſule with. in 34 


Q: You have faid already, you t thvuld ve At iny Bod of Rink ve Confides 
tion, aal you had firſt of aff Sodfalted: Jolas Roy 3 was that the Idea you entertuined ? 


A. That was my Idea, and agreeable to my Inſtructions. 2 001 £ 
How long did the Priſoners remain. at Bahar Ali Cawn's' Houle, before were thmoyed 
„8 which was the more commodious and better Refidetce ? - wy 
r ann or 2 a The Letters 
will aſcertain it. + \ 03 bud es sil TS r ON 
. What was the Extent of the Garden in Jewar Ali Cawn's Houſe 7 un e 
A.” There were two or — — n 1 
F l en een neee 
1 in d 3CN D 1 OR "0G : GI 5. rw nckl .f 
22 rere e 26,1803 2 
4: I gk hem treo 19 „nu e Lit BoY .£ 


her they vers in Fatt, bee he ning Moor te! Gg er dev . 


e Houſe ? 
Irons off, in Conſequence of the Application. ly v6 iT OO 


— 


22ͤĩ?ê?[ eee 
Nr they could nes thy wes wade ful Foot. 


Q. Do you know the Irons that are uſed in the Priſons in England ; were they like a 
A. I cannot charge my nn what Thy ani; den ie the m e 


Arn, 10 2% „ (OV: 
A. There was a round Riag to go be with a Joint i i co adv the Legs the 
other joint was brought to, and were rivetted together; then there was u leg 


won, mr wo Irous, and One Ring for the Centre, gar, To Lk 


Ag ROOT er cobftd in the Houle of Bahar, and al of 
15 y Cawn: was he removed from the Houſe ef Bahar Ak Cawn with the other Priſoners ?) 
"me To the Wann Wnt 2g re wk wat.” "= 


Diviſion which took. place, to too, and thete were 8000 ta each Battalina: - There were # Numbe? 


of the between 
remit Tame tit 


A. They were nor prevented walking about with their Irons on; bur I could dot take their 


- — . 
Fn + Ao. Co 
- Lo 


—... — „ 


7 =” . 21 2282 - 8 U . 


——— 
EE 2 


122 
14 


1 — 
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"Three; they. — — in r ang e Hou Dr mere removed, de Neuer 
Cawn's Houſe. | 12 $40 „ r 0 


* 
Q. Was Shumſhire Cawn in — | er 20191 i 91945 wot 4) 
A. believe not; I think ne. Ange) wil ey e Sl if 


"2 Recolle& whether he was, or was not, in Tron: 5 
A. I'really believe not; but the Letter which is in Evidence, will i arti it; 11 chink 3 Baba ine 
Jewat Ali Cawn, were the Two I was ordered to put in Irons. 


. Why do you chink ſo? Did your Orders apply to Bahar and Jener Ali Can, excluſive of 
Shumſhire Cawn ? 


A. I never coiifidered Shumſhire Cawn to be of that Conſequence as Bahar and Jewar Al Combs J 
I expected I ſhould, during my Command there, have had Authority to releaſe him. 45 


„ he was not equally capable of eſcaping, if not put in Irons? 7 54 A 
believe it would have been very difficult, it muſt have been a Miracle, for any to eſeape. 
Q. Were any Means taken to prevent the Eſcape of the One, which were not taken with reſpet 


to the others, except the Irons? 
A. None; they were all in the ſame Place. 


Q. Do you underſtand that the Irons were to revent their Eſce or for an other Pu e A 
A. Severities are mentioned in the Letter. ; pe, 9K rpoſe 


0 Whether Hoolas Roy had any direct Authority e over the Priſoners, bur ſuch as he muſt have 
through 1 


A. He could not have done any Thing of the Kind without my Fern ien: PE might. talk to 
him, or he to them. 


. Q Buc he could opt coſtin them, r jet fn Thing npen den bat Gough you. £54 

2 A. 0. $1 *% v Iv; -ui — * 

Q. Did. iq wa Roy, in Fact, refuſe Admiſſion, or admit Perſons, without a perſonal * 
cation to you MWg e f ir 003 „een 4 cad en er Ad: alen 

*A. 1 do not believe he did; my Sepoys would hor haye received, en Rents 8 

ut I erer Tr Witneſs 228 7 no Perſon was neo i J underſtand him now 

8 not imagine Hoo oy would have done wha lag 155 to z but 

Ko the Sepoys might have bined FEM withour [Applica ny” 1 e | 

A. No, they would not. SRP" 2" LY 


. 2 S 10 


ba „t 916451796 bra v 70 ed 
Not without applying to 
K Ther was a Su laß, Ok ih aol Guard, with ſuch a I Number of $p03%,j the 
Houſe with him. 30 329 ; T $011 #5 } 24 2& Ws 3, „* : - it 13 03 ** 22711 


Q. Do you underſtand ol any Applica was 8 to mem Roy, ſo as to een nee, 


without firſt coming to you? ity 2 lat e bf; ew 36d VT CJ 
A. 1 do not ; recalled: any. Applications ing made that were f lui, 10 04! Ew HT A 
'Q{ Whether you ure quite bertain that no Perſon ws did was, in Fat, refuſtdꝰ/ 4 
A. Many might apply to Hoolas Roy, and I could not be anfwerable for it; but none öpplied 

ro me, that was refuſed, 11387 D n%{rk7] + 4 My et yo? t i 
gm ſaid, that nobody had Acceſs to the Begums, or any Means b knowing:whal Wer 


T s were,? Then what Foundation had you for ſuppoſing the Begums cou d 
whole Dethand if © hey had ben inclined todo fo? | rouge e wee 


CuO © awd 
its Wir Demand? > L zu %% oil ed, chi duods wor dia If rv con <rw r A 
Q. The Demand N upon them by the Nabob of Twelve Lacks?" 330994 04 2 857 0 
A. It muſt have been made through the Miniſter. 
Q. The Queſtion is this; you have ſaid, vou thought a could bare paid hey Demand i 
they would: DST n de that? it RIGS 1s e. 
Mes. Wi — 4 ac, 114 on bel 2 . £ rh * ' - 0 5 


1 


Q Upon hae: Foiindation did you ly that?? 41% Cage yo nago 1 7 

A. I have always underſtood from the different black 8 of F 1 that Bahar Ali 
Cawn- was, worth, a Crore, of Rupees. —Jewar.. Ali. £78: v looked ue to be always; pagr : 
He had expended all his Money in Buildiog. a; 7x u 3060] % 
4 Was that the Foundation you went upon, in a ſuppoſing de Bag es could bene they 
would | (13 Dis . 
A. Yes; that was One; and beſides, I have. alſo, underſtood that, upon the Neath of Schah ul 
Dowlab, there were a great many Crore of Rupees in the Zenana. ) vt & an 


#1? 
* 


Q. In hat Time could you receive Anſwers to your Letters from Mr. Middleton und- Ar. 
A. 1 


Jhmon? What Time would it take to write them and recrive an Anſwer? 


(869) 
A. I believe in Two Days from the Night I wrote; it would arrive at Lucknow the next Night; 
and I ſhould have an Anſwer the Night following, I believe. 
Q. What Length of Time would the Communication take up between you and them, if you 
thought fit to conſult the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, and to receive an Anſwer at 


Fyzabad ? 
A. I believe, within a Month. | 


= HOW many Miles had you marched from your Station to reach Fyzabad in the Country of 
Oude: , | | 


A. I was at Lucknow then. 


d 2 — did you obſerve any Symptom of Rebellion during your March from Lucknow to Fy- 
zaba 3 i | | | | 

A. No; I did not obſerve any Thing of the Kind from Lucknow to Fyzabad. We had marched 
from Cawnpore,, intending to go to the Jaghires z we were given to underſtand they were in Rebel- 
lion; but we turned off ſhort to Lucknow. 


To your Knowledge, had you, at any Period during your Reſidence in the Country, obſerved * 
any Symptoms of Rebellion??? | | | 4 1 | 

A. We were ordered with the 2oth Regiment to march, I believe it was the 23d of December 
1781; we were ordered to march to the Jagtites, where I underſtood they were in Rebellion, to 
ſuppreſs that Rebellion; and when we had got 7 or 8 Coſs ſrom Dahnow, we received Orders to 


march for Lucknow. I could not doubt there was a Rebellion, otherwiſe the Regiment would not 
have been ordered for that Service. | 


2 Whether, in obeying the Orders given you by Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, you did, or 
did not, conſider yourſelf as obeying the Orders of the Governor General and Council at Calcutta, 


and that they were acting under the Orders of the Government at Calcutta? 
A, Surely I did. | is 


Q. Did not your Guard command the Zenana, ſo as to be an effectual Confinement to the Wo. 
men within it? | 


A. My Orders were to ſtop Valuables. Any ſingle Perſon, that choſe it, might have gone out? 


Q. You cannot mean that, during the whole Time you were there, any Perſon might have 
gone out; becauſe you wrote a Letter, of the 23d of February, in which you ſay, you are not 
authoriſed to let any Women go out, of any Kind whatever, and defire to receive Inſtructions upon 
that Head. Do you remember that Letter ? . l 5 
A. The poor People never were prevented; it was thoſe who went in Doolies that were 
examined, 


Q. Attend to the Letter and the Period, and then ſay what you mean: The Queſtion is this: 
Did you mean to ſay, before the 23d of February, there was the ſame open Paſſage backwards and 
forwards, as there was afterwards, for the Women in Doolies ? | 

A. As to the poor People, and low Dependants, they were never prevented; but the Women in 
a more eligible Situation, and Women of high Rank or Delicacy, would not go expoſed, 


Was the Confinement as eaſy before the 23d of February, as after? 
A. If they had choſen to have gone out without Doolies, they might have gone out before. 


Q. But if they choſe to go out in Doolies, they could not have gone out before that Letter of 
the 23d of February ? +14 | 

A. Any Women that were ſo indifferent about themſclves, as to go without being in Doolies, 
would never have been prevented either before or after; but thoſe who really did not chuſe to be 
ſeen by every body, - could not go out before or after without being examined, becauſe Doolies, as 
it is in my Letter obſerved, might carry out Valuables. | 


But the Queſtion is, Whether, without Examination, they could have gone out before the 
23d of February ? | | | 
A. Yes; there were many went out before : It was in Conſequence of Lettaffit Ali Cawn hav- 
ing applied to me for a Number of People to ſee their Friends, that I was doubtful of People 
having gone out, that probably it might not have been right to let go; and, that I might be cau- 
tious, and guard againſt doing any Thing improper, I applied to the Reſident, and the Reſident 
gave me Authority to let them go out. | n 


Q. If I underſtand the Letter right, it implied, that nobody could go out before the 23d 
February 1782: Lou ſeem to expreſs yourſelf there as not authoriſed to let thoſe go out that 
wanted to go out; the Difficulty is, how you underſtood you were not authoriſed to let them out, 
if all might go out before the 23d February, ſubject only to that Examination? 

A. In Conſequence of having been applied to by Lettaffit Ali Cawn, for thoſe Women going 
out, I thought it incumbent upon me to apply to the Reſident to know his Will concerning it. 
applied, and they were let go out; bur, —_ that, there were many that were let out and in . 

| 10 . in 


— Tc _ 
—— — * 
Wn. — — — — — 
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in Doolies; thoſe who went in in Doolies, we never troubled ourſelves about; but, when any went 
out, I had them examined by the Women. ; 


Q. You ſeem to ſay, that, under the Spirit of thoſe Orders, this Searching was confined to 
the Women of Rank: Whether Women, going out on Foot, could not have conveyed Gold and 
Jewels, and Valuables, from the Zenana, as well as thoſe that went in Doolies ? | 

A. Surely they might; but my Orders did not lay me under the Neceflity of ſtopping them. 


Q. You did not ſtop thoſe? _. | SI 2 95 
A. No; I do not tecollect ſuch a Thing as One being ſtopped, except thoſe who went in 
Doolics. ; l | 
Q. If you thought they might carry Valuables, why not ſtop them, as well as thoſe that went 
out in Dovlies ? 
A. If I conceived they had had any Thing about them, I ſhould have ſtopped them. 


Q Whether the Claim you made for contingent Expences was allowed, and paid you by the 
Reſident ? 


A. Yes; it was. 


Q. You marched, as J underſtand, to a Place called Cawnpore ; and, upon your Arrival there, in- 
ſtead of going on to ſuppreſs what is called the Rebellion in the Jaghires, you was ordered to Luck- 
now, and then to take your Station at Fyzabad; I with to know whether it was not a falſe Alarm: 
Whether you did not underſtand that the Cauſe of your March to the Jaghires being counter- 
manded, was that it was a falſe Alarm, and that in fa there was no Rebellion? 

A. The Station of our Regiment was under Colonel Morgan at Cawnpore; we marched Seven 
Coſs from Dalmow, from whence we had Orders from the Reſident to march to Lucknow, the 
Reſident and his Body Guard being gone to Fyzabad, that Lucknow might not be left without 
Troops. | ; 


Q. Did you not underſtand at that Time that the Diſturbance, whatever it was, was ſuppreſſed 
or over ? : „ 
A. We did not conceive it ſuppreſſed. 


Q. Did you hear of any Action or Battle afterwards at the Jaghires ? | 
A. After the Reſident arrived from Fyzabad at Lucknow, I was ordered to march to relieve 
Major Naylor ; the other Battalion of our Regiment was ordered to march into the Jaghires. 


Q. Did you ſee Major Naylor upon your Return to Fyzabad ? | | 
A. I do not recollect his coming to Fyzabad, after he left it upon my taking the Command, 


Q. Did you ſee any Officer that had been with Major Naylor in that March to the Jaghires ? 
A. It was Major Gilpin that marched into the Jaghites. | 


Q. Did you ſee Major Gilpin after that ? 
A. Many Times. 


Q. Was this after, or before the ſeizing of the Treaſures 2 
A. I met 43 Lacks between Lucknow and Fyzabad, 


Q. When was you ordered to march to aſliſt in ſuppreſſing the ſuppoſed Rebellion upon the 
Reſumption of the Jaghires ? 


A. We were ordered, I obſerved before, in December, I believe the 23d, to march to the Jag- 
hires, and we marched One Day's March beyond Dahnow; there we received Orders to ftrike 
off to Lucknow; and, in conſequence of the Vizier's returning to Lucknow, and the Reſident 
and his Body Guard, or a Part of it, with him, I marched to relieve Major Naylor ; he went to 
his Command further into the Country, and Major Gilpin, with the other Battalion of our Regi- 


ment, marched to the Jaghires from Lucknow, and ſtaid in the Jaghires till the Beginning of 
June, when he came to take the Command at Fyzabad. 


Lou ſaid, you did not conſider Shumſhire Cawn to be a Man of the Conſequence of Bahar 

and Jewar Ali Cawn; was any Money expected from Shumſhire Cawn ? NEE 
A. I do not recollect having had any other Inſtruftions regarding Shumſhire Cawn, but ſheerly 
to detain him a Prifoner; I do not know any particular Reaſon for his being confined, . 


Q. Do you know whether he had Money, or not? 
A. No, I do not. | 


Q Yov had no Orders to put him in Irons? | | 
A. To the belt of my Remembrance, 1 had none: But that will appear from the Letter. 


Q. (by Counſel). What was the Amount of the contingent Bill that was paid to you? 
A. Really I cannot now tell; I believe about 300, or 400, or 500 Rupees. 


Q. Whether 


( #2 ) 
. Whether any Proviſions were ever ſtopped from going into the Khourd Mahl ? 
| 2 None, that I ever heard of, or wy ty I | : 4 
Q. (from a Lord.) You fay, while the Priſoners were under your Charge, they were under ho 
Reſtraint in the Article of Diet; do you know whether they had any Difficulty in procuring Pro- 
viſions, ſuch as they wanted ? | [4D | 
A. I do not conceive they had any. Ni 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. Eh 54.40 ee 


The Managers for the commons ſtated, they ſhould now proceed to lay before the 
Houſe the Correſpondence between Mr. Middleton and Major Gilpin, previous to their 
calling Mr. Middleton upon that Subject. | | | 

Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 28th July 1783, from Book 
81, already delivercd in, beginning at Page 206 of the ſame Book. | 


Fort William, 28th July 1783. 


« At a Council; Preſent, Secret Dep, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; | Monday. 
Edward Wheler, Eſquires. 
John Stables, * 


Mr. Maepherſon indiſpoſed. 


Sir, | _ Bavgulpoor, 25th January 1784. 
% I have received your Letter of the 20th inſtant. I thank you for the News which it 
contains, and for the Proſpect which it has afforded me of a complete and proſperous Termination 
of the Meaſures impending. | | 
« [ deſire that you will endeavour to diſſuade the Nabob from concluding any Settlement with 
the Begums, until the Board, or myſelf, have been advifed of the Amount of the Treaſure re- 
2 from them, and of the Balance due at the lateſt Period from the Nabob to the 
ompany. | | 
* I hope to receive from you a Report of the final Iſſue of this Buſineſs, and of a Sum realized 
and in your Poſſeſſion for our Relief, in time to ſend Advice of both, by the Packet now under 
Diſpatch; and I ſhall keep it open until the 7th of next Month, but no longer, for that 


Purpoſe. 54.3 


„am, Sir, 
' | Your moſt obedient Servatit; | 
« (True Copy.) Nath. Middleton. (Signed) Warren Haſtings.” (a) 


Read, the following Extract from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book A, already de · | 
livered in. | | 


To Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 
«c Sir, - . 

* Apreeable to your Inſtructions, I went to the Priſoners, Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, accom- 
panied by Hoolaſs Roy, who read the Papers reſpecting the Balance now due, & c. &c. 

In general Terms, they expreſſed Concern at not being able to diſcharge the ſame, without 
the Aſſiſtance of the Begum; and requeſted Indulgence to ſend a Meſſage to her on that Subject, 
and in the Evening they would give ah Anſwer. ' 

« went at the Time appointed for the Anſwer, but did not receive a ſatisfactory one: In 
Conſequence of which, I defired them to be ready, at the ſhorteſt Notice, to proceed to Luck- 
* and explained to them every Particular contained in your Letter of the iſt inſtant reſpecting 
them. | 

« Yeſterday Morning I ſent for Lataffit Ally Cawn, and deſired him to go to the Bhow Begum, 
and deliver the Subſtance of my Inſtructions to her; which he did, and returned with the en- 
cloſed Letter from her. From ſome Circumſtances which I have heard To-day, I am hopeful the 
Priſoners will ſoon think ſeriouſly of their Removal, and pay the Balance, rather than ſubmit 
themſelves to an inconvenient Journey to Lucknow. 

| \ « | have the Honour to be, 


* 


Sir, | | 
EL Fyzabad, Your moſt 8 Servant, 1 
th June 1782, | | (Signed) « M. Gilpin, 
N f Major Com“ 
Read, the following Extract from Mr. Middleton's Letter Book D, already deli- 
vered in. 0 e e : - 
(a) Vide Appendix, N. XLIII, 0 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| | 
| 
' 
| 
: 
| 


6872) 


« To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
cc Sir, * 6 38S 6 2X5 i 
<« T have been favoured with your Letter of the 5th inſtant, informing me of the Steps you had 
taken in conſequence of my Inſtructions of the iſt, and covering a Letter from the Bhow Begum, 
which is ſo unſatisfactory that I cannot think of returning an Anſwer to it. Indeed, as all Corre- 
ſpondence between the Begum and me has long been ſtopped, I requeſt you will be pleaſed to in- 
orm her, that I by no Means wiſh'to reſume it, or to maintain any friendly Intercourſe with her, 
until ſhe has made good my Claim upon her for the Balance due. 1 
% have now, in Conformity to my former Inſtructions, to deſire that the Two Priſoners, 
Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn, may be immediately ſent under a ſufficient Guard to Lucknow, un- 
leſs, upon your imparting to them this Intimation, either they or the Begum ſhould actually pay 
the Balance, or give you ſuch Aſſurances or Security for the Aſſets to be immediately forthcoming, 
as you think can be relied upon; in which Caſe you will of courſe ſuſpend the Execution of this 
Order- (a) 5 | x r e 


The Counſel for the Defendant acquainted the Houſe, that underſtanding the Ho- 
nourable Managers meant to have called Major Gilpin, they had not objected, as they 
might have done, to the above-mentioned Letters being read from the. private Letter 


Book of Mr. Middleton; that Major Gilpin was attending, and might ſpeak to the 


* 


Facts; but the Tranſcript of theſe Letters in the private Letter Book of Mr. Middleton 
was no Evidence; and they ſhould have interpoſed before, if the Managers had not 
intimated that they would call Major Gilpin. 


The Managers for the Commons ſaid, they utterly denied having intimated to the 


Counſel that they intended to call Major Gilpin: As to the Letter Books not being 


Evidence ; they had been admitted as Records throughout the Whole of the Proceed- 
ings upon this Article. 18 7 „ 
The Counſel for the Defendant obſerved, they had not renounced their Right to 


object to the Letter Books in queſtion, when, in their Diſcretion, they ſhould think 
fit ſo to do. L 


The Counſel for the Defendant being aſked what their Objection was, made Anſwer, 
that they objected to the Tranſcript of a Letter in Mr. Middleton's private Letter Book 
being read, without any Proof being given of the Exiſtence of the Original; and were 
heard in Support of the Objection. 


The Managers for the Commons were heard in Anſwer. 
TON NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Eſquire was called in, and examined as 
follows : TED | ; | | 


Q. 1 you was Reſident at Lucknow, Major Gilpin was One of the Perſons employed under 
you at Fyzabad * | | 1 
A. Yes. 


Q. And he correſponded with you in the Courſe of that Employment ? 
A. Yes. 


Q. What is become of the Letters he wrote to you in the Courſe of that Correſpondence ? 
A. They are in-the Office at Lucknow. 


- Q. And that is the Place where they ought to be preſerved ? 
A. Yes. | . | 


Q. Are they all there ? 
A. I have no doubt they are all there. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Then the Managers for the Commons propoſed to read a Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to Major Gilpin, dated Fyzabad, gth June 1782, from Mr. Middleton's Letter 
Book D, already delivered in, beginning at Page 60 of the ſame Book. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that as to the Letter now propoſed to 
be read, there was clearly no Evidence that the Original ever exiſted; it it did, 


— hmm. 4 ——— ws 


(a) Vide infra, Page 874. 


* 
> © 
- 
Major 
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Major 7 who was attending, either had it in his in, wa could. account 
for its nod * 190 


The Managers for the Commons were heard in Anker to" this Otjeftion, MORT. 
The Houſe obſerved, that if the Objection was inſiſted upon, it muſt prevail. in 


Then the following Extract of a Letter from M ajor Gilpin, dated . | 5th 
June 1782, and addreſſed to Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, was read. ö 
« Sir, Ras BY 
« Indiſpoſition prevented me replying to your Letter of the gth inſtant, ſooner. bly - $2 


1 


Then the Managers for the Commons propoſed to read the Letter of oth June 1982, 
referred to in the Extract laſt read. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected. - b | YO: of 
The Managers for the Commons 'were heard in Support of the Evidenca offered. 


Then it was moved, that Mr. MIDDLETON be again called. | in; ow 11 called 
in, he was examined as follows: 


Q. What was your Mode of taking Copies 171 your own official Leters when you wrote 75 any! | 
of the Perſons belonging to the Government ? 


A. They were taken by Writers in the Office, into a Bock kept in the Office. 1 1 


Q Were they taken before your Letter was tranſmitted, or from any Copy of r Let's - 


A. In general, I imagine, they were taken from the fair Copy Alt was Far Practice to make foul 
Draughts of the Letters I had Occaſion to write —Sometimes it migh V the Copies were 


taken from the foul Draught; but in general they were taken from a Ber en before it was 
tranſmitted. 


Q. Were they taken beiden the Letter was canfaiited, or FAIR y 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay in all Caſes. —In ſome Caſes, no doubt, they were taken after 


the Letter was tranſmitted, from the. foul Draught; but in general moſt en from the fair 
Copy, before it was tranſmitted. | 


Q. Are thoſe Letters in your Books the orginal Copies you made, or Copies of thoſe Copies? | 
A. Copies of thoſe Copies. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


my „ 


2 the Managers for the commons were fiircher heard in Supporto of the Evidence 
offe 


The Houſe obſerved, that as yet the Paper produced had not been proved to be any 


authentic Copy; and the Objection being UG it was 1 to . of it ac- 
cording to the Rules of Evidence. | 


The Managers for the Commons deſired Leave to retire for a few Minutes; = 
being returned, proteſted againſt there being any ſolid Objection to the Evidence of- 
fered ; but waived their Right to produce it in preſent, to avoid a Diſcuſſion, which, 


if it ſhould be found material at any future Period, they ſhould hold themſelves at Li- 
berty to enter into more fully. | I ce 


MAJOR MARTIN GILPIN was then called in; * being form, was exaniined 
as follows: : | | 


Q. Have you the Originals of the Correſponderice which paſſed berween you ang Mir Wa- 
dleton, at the Time you were ſtationed at e 

A. I have. 

VT Where are they ? 


A. They are in the Country : They were ctbaotioned i in the Houſe of Commons \ and I Aid. 
not judge it of any Conſequence to bring them from the Country, after they had been'publickly 
authenticated, otherwiſe I ſhould have had. them here, and produced them before this Count, 


The Counſel for the Defendant being aſked, whether they meant to infiſt upon 

the Production of the original Letters, made Anſwer, That, if Major Gilpin 

examined any Papers, which purported to — Copies of the P and knew them 
10 4 to 


f 1 
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to be true Copies, they would not interrupt the Progreſs of the Proceedings with any 

Delay upon that Account. l 
The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that they could ſhew the Witneſs the very 

ſame Book which had been ſhewn to him in the Houſe of Commons, and which, 


" 


upon Inſpection, he ſaid, contained correct Copies of the Originals. 


N a printed Book was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and the following Queſtion put 
to him, | Xn 


Q. Did you compare thoſe printed Copies with the original Letters? | 1 

A. They were ſent up to me, and I did examine them with my own Letter Book, and with the 
original Letters which I received from Mr. Middleton; and there was very little Alteration in any 
of them; indeed, none of any Conſequence. .- | | 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


The Counſel for the Defendant obſerved, That the Evidence offered was not 
ſtrict legal Evidence; but they would not object to its being received. 


Read, from the Book ſhewn to the Witneſs, intituled, Minutes of the Evi- 
dence taken before a Committee of the whole Houſe. of Commons, on the Articles 
of Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors preſented to the Houſe againſt Warren 
Haſtings Eſquire, late Governor General of Bengal,” the following Letter, from 
Mr. Middleton to Major Gilpin, dated the gth of June 1782, beginning at Page 72, 
of the ſame Book: | 


4 « To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
cc ir, f 

] have been favoured with your Letter of the 5th inſtant, informing me of the Steps you had 
taken in conſequence of my Inſtructions of the 1ſt, and covering a Letter from the Bhow Begum, 
which is fo unſatisfactory that I cannot think of returning any Anſwer to it. Indeed, as all Cor- 
ar any; 162% between the Begum . and me-has long been ſtopped, I requeſt you will be pleaſed to 
inform her, that I by no Means wiſh to reſume it, or to maintain any fnendly Intercourſe with her, 
until ſhe has made good the Balance of my Claim upon her. | 

« T have now, in Conformity to my former Inſtructions, to deſire that the Two Priſoners, Bahar 
and Jewar Ally Cawn, may be immediately ſent under a ſufficient Guard to Lucknow, unleſs, upon 
your imparting to them this Intimation, either they or the Begum ſhould actually pay the Balance, 
or give you ſuch Aſſurances or Security for the Aſſets to be immediately forthcoming, as you 


8 dan be felied on; in which Caſe you will, of courſe, ſuſpend the Execution of this 


« I wiſh you, Sir, to explain Once more to the Priſoners the Imprudence and Folly of their 
Conduct in forcing me to a Meaſure which muſt be attended with Conſequences ſo very ſerious to 
them, and that when once their Removal to Lucknow is effected, it will not be in my Power to ſhew 
them Mercy, or to ſtand between them and the Vengeance of the Nabob. Adviſe them to reflect 
ſeriouſly upon the unhappy Predicament in which they will be involved in one Caſe, and the Relief 
whic he will be in my Power to procure them in the other, and let them make their Option; but 

will take care to convince them that this is the laſt Application which will be made to them. 
Too will inform 'che Beguas of theſe, —-— Qt: BW ti 335% +5 

4 bare nothing more to add, but that I rely greatly on your Abilities and prudent Manage- 
ment for a ſucceſsful Iſſue to this Buſineſs. You are already informed that my immediate Object 
is, the Recovery of the Balance due from the Begum, as ſtated in my Letter of the iſt inſtant, 
and notwithſtanding any Orders I may give you, I deſire you will conſider yourſelf to poſſeſs a diſ- 
cretionary Power to deviate from them as local Circumſtances may require, and, in ſhort, to purſue, 
unreſtricted, ſuch Meaſures as to your own Judgment ſhall appear beſt calculated to enſure the moſt 
certain and ſpeedy Accompliſhment of my Object. B YG irs | 

« Lucknow, % I haye the Honour to be, Sir, your, &c. 
9 June 1782. | (Signed) Nath. Middleton.” 


| Read, from the ſame Book, the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr, Middle- 
ton, dated the 15th of June 1782, beginning at Page 73 of the ſame. : 
. „ To N. Middleton Eſquire, — at the Court of Lucknow. 
40 Sir, 


n Indiſpoſition prevented my replying to your Letter of the gth inſtant ſooner. 

41 ined every Circumſtance contained in your Leiter to Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn 
relative to them; and as I could not draw a fatigfaftory Anſwer from them, I deſired they 
would be ready to proceed to Lucknow on Monday Morning the 17th inſtant, and iſſued Orders 


for a Detachment to be in Readineſs to eſcort them, 
1 | Since 


n 


Since which, various Meſſages and Plans for the Payment of the Balance were offered to me; 
co bye Beg ee en 7 0 Pome of te Bulor raed to 

« Tn all of which, a Length of Time was required by the Parties to diſcharge the ſ that 
I could not, conformable to — Inſtructions, — * Al x * 

« They urged my addreſſing you on the Subject; but I aſſured them it was in vain; that I 
had atready acquainted you they were to march on Monday, conſequently it was not in my Power 
to keep them here any longer. | 1640 mans Lani 6:4 5 . 

« Yeſterday the Priſoners requeſted to ſee me, and in the Evening I went to them. _ 
They informed me that the Begum was very deſitous ta pay the Balance, but at preſent it was 
not in her Power to do it in Money; but that ſhe would ranſack the Zenanah for Kemcobs, Silks, 
Muſlins, Cloths, &c. &c. to that Amount; and that ſhe would even admit of a Deduction from 
the annual Allowance that would be made her for Subſiſtence in lieu of her Jaghire. 

I defired them to advert to the murmuriug that the. Sale of Articles on a former Occaſion 
cauſed, which they themſelves informed me of when I firſt demanded. Payment of the Balance, and 
to the Reply T made them, which was, that a Gem To-day might be valued at 20,000 Rupees, 
yet if it was requiſite to turn it into Caſh, it might not fell for Half the Sum To-morrow z con- 
ſequently, it was of no greater Value in Payment of that Nature than the Sum it actually fold 
for ' , > . 


« That I was ſure of the ſame Cireumſtance in the preſent Caſe, and therefore adviſed them to 
urge the Begum for Payment in Caſh before Monday. | t bs 7 | 

I am yet hopeful that To-morrow will be a buſy Day. In the Morning I ſhall ſend to know 
what Time of the Day they will ſee me, that I may bring the Officer commanding the Eſcort to 
take Charge of them, which will probably have the deſired Effect. 

| _ RE | L have the Honour, &c. 
% Fyzabad, ' © | (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 
15th June 1782. tn [roms —_— Major Coms.“ 


Read, the following Letter, from Major Gilpin to Mr. Johnſon, dated 2oth June 
1782, from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 74 of the ſame. e 
To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Act Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. h 


« Sir, 0 T | | 
After the moſt urgent Arguments, both to the Begum and the Priſoners, Bahar and Jewar 
Ally Cawn, for the Payment of the Balance, I found it was in vain to expect Money from them, 
without uſing Severities I was not impowered to inflict, ce. NO 
I therefore (cenformable to Mr. Middleton's Inſtructions) ordered the Priſoners to proceed to 
Lucknow, under a ſtrong Guard of Two hundred Men, commanded by Lieutenant Crow ; and 
they marched from this on Tueſday che 18th inſtant, Two Coſs out of Ton. | | 
. « When they arrived at the Ground, I wrote to Lieutenant Crow, and defired him to tell the 
Priſoners, if they would pay the Balance that I would order them to return; and requeſted he 
would explain the horrid: Situation they muſt be in at Lucknow, probably for Life. . 

« Lieutenant Crow could obtain no other Anſwer, than it was not in their Power to do it; but 

they requeſted I would urge the Begum again for Payment; which I did, and had the following 
« Releaſe my Jaghire and my Cojahs, and then I will ſell Goods to that Amount.” 

% Next Morning the Priſoners marched to. Begum Gunge, when Lieutenant Crow 1 

e an 


to conſider their Situation, and offer Terms for Payment; that he would halt unt 
Anſwer from me; but they ſtill declared their com ny 6 

I ſent again to the Begum, who returned me the ſame Anſwer as before. 

« A Spy (that I had placed over the Priſoners, to attend to what Meſſages might paſs between 
them and the Begum) informed me, that on their Arrival at Begum Gunge, they ſent to the Be- 
gum, deſiring her to conſider, that their Situation grew more and more ſerious, and urged ſtrong 

rguments to induce her to pay the Balance; that if ſhe did not, they muſt, at Lucknow, di- 
vulge every Secret to ſave themſelves, - SAT | if 

« From this Meſſage I had hopes the Buſineſs would be ſettled, and I have waited in anxious 
Expectations of hearing from her all Day. th ; we 

*« The Cajahs one Day told me, that if I would pitch the Begum's Camp Equipage, and deſire 
her to prepare for an immediate Journey, in all Probability ſhe would pay the Balance due; how- 
ever, I would not venture to take a Step of that Kind without your Orders and Authority, 
which, give me Leave to aſſure you, I ſhall be happy to receive, and that I will execute them with 


Pleaſure. 3 * 
L have the Honour to be, | 
ne « Sir, | 
n he « Your moſt chaos humble berg 
Com | W 


29th June, 1782. 
1 Read, 
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Read, the following Letter from Mr. Johnſon to Maj ajor Gilpin, ad) the Anu 


June 1782, from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 74 of the ſame. i eee 
1 To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. |, ; 26h eee T 


« Sir, 
« ] have received the Honour of your Letter of the z0th. The Prifonces arrived berg this 


Morning. Lieutenant LING has n them over to ee Waugh, nen n, to e in a 
Day or two. 

« I think their Hint to you a very one, and 1 improving upon ; Was the Bhow Begu m 
to think that ſhe muſt go to Allahabad, or any other Place, while. her Palace is ſearched fm the 
hidden Treaſure of the late Vizier, it might go further than any other WH 4 that can be immediately 
taken towards procuring Payment of the Balance outſtanding. 

« The Priſoners are to be threatened with Severities To-motrow, to noks them diſcover where 
the Balance may be procurable, the Fear of which may poſſibly have a good Effect; and the Ap- 
prehenſions of the Begum, leſt they ſhould diſcover the hidden Treaſure, may induce her to ma : 
you Tenders of Payment, which you wes. give any reaſonable een to promote that 
may occur to you. 

« The Jaghire cannot be releaſed to her on any other Toa, nor even to the Nabob, until the 
Five Lacks, for which it was granted, be paid up; and the Priſoners muſt. alſo be detained. until 
the full 55 Lacks be! iquidared conſequently, nothing but the Fear of an Increaſe of Demand 


upon Breach of-the Fi 1 on her Part, r induce her 1 have, & Payment. 
ax ve — 3 8 
« Lucknow, 24th June 1782. ! Fs (Signed) nn: R. Johnſon.” 


Read, the following Letter, from Major Gilpin to Mr. Johnſon, dated 1 _ 
June 1782, from the ſame Book, beginning at Page 75 of the ſame... . 


« To Richard Johnſon Efquire, Reſident at the Court of Luckpow.. 


« Sir, 

« This Morning I deſired my Commendant would ſend for one oy the Begu m's Cn and en- 
quire after her Ith ; that T ſuppoſe ſhe had forgor that I was here, and the Buſineſs I was 
ordered upon, by not hearing from x ſince the Priſoners went away. 

« 1 deſired him, at the ſame Time, to enquire what Camp Equipage and Carriage ſhe had for 
it; and judging the Cojah would enquire the Cauſe of ſuch a Queſtion, I propargty him with a 
ſuitable Anſwer, 

« The Cojah took the Alarm as I wiſhed, and deſired to know the Reaſon of ſuch End quity : 
The Commandant (of whoſe Fidelity I have had long Experience) replied, * I do not know; I was 
* with the Major this Morning, when he received an reſs from Lucknow, and, after x 
© his Letters, he deſired me to make Enquiry about the Begum's Camp: Equipage, &c.; and he. 
only added, However diſagreeable Orders might be, it was his Duty to obey them?. 
„„ Evening the ſame Cojah came to me, and told me, if J was at Leiſure in the Morking 
he would be glad to ſpeak with me. 

« From which I ſhould imagine the has alſo taken the Alarm; and I acquaint you with the 
Particulars, that ſhould you think a Hint to Bahar Ally Cawn requiſite (from whom ſhe has 
Accounts daily) that Orders were ſent to me reſpecting the Begum, it angas;! at this de 
increaſe her Fears, and bring Matters to a ſpeedy Iſſue. | 

« 1 have e Honour to — 1 
ir, 


« Fyzabad, * JFuͤ0our moſt obedient humble "vg > 
27th June 1782. Signed) Martin Gilpin, 


Major Com.“ 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the este Letter from Mr. ee to Maler 
. dated the 4th July 1782, beginning at Page 75 of the ſame. 


£ * To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 

cc ir, a . 4 
« I received the Honour of your Letter of the 27th Ultimo; ſincerely hope _Endeavours 

at Fyzabad may meet with ſome Succeſs, as mine here, with the Priſoners, promiſe very little. 
If nothing elſe will do, recourſe muſt be had (for which I have the Nabob's Sanction) to put- 

ting a Guard upon the Palace Gates of the Elder Begum, and ſtraitening the Entrance of Provi- 

ſions for a Day or Two, taking Care that no real Injury be ſuffered, only endeavouring to alarm 

by every poſſible Means, 


„Lucknow, 7 3 have, c. ; 
4th July 1782, (Signed) R. Johnſon.” 


—_— 
* 


Read, 


6 877; ) 
R 


eadi from the ſame Book, the following Letter from Major Gilpin. to. Me: Aas 
dated the 6th July 1782, beginning at Fage 76 of the lame: 10 Of 4 8 


| A To: Richard Jchnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lackoow,”” | | 
cc Sir, | a ils 
To give, you a Relation, of every Letter and Meſſage that has paſſed between: the Wagen un and 
me ſince my. Letter of-the 27th Ulcimg, would be intruding on your Time to little or no Pur- 
ſe. 
. It is however neceſſary. to aſſure you, that I have done and faid every Thing thi Imagination 
could invent or ſuggeſt to induce her to pay the Balance. 


« One Day ſhe gives me Reaſon to expect a Reconciliation : and Payment, the next ſhe expreſſes! 
her Poverty and Inability without her Jaghire to mortgage for it. 


In ſhort, . ſhe is the moſt obdurate of her Sex; and 1 fear I muſt poſt «Company of Sepoys at 
the Old Lady's Gate To- morrow, conformable to your Lettet of the 24th inſtant. 

« She has been.ſo * told, that 1 have the. Orders by me to remove her, and ſhe Geelates the will . Sie in Orig · 
put an End to her Exiſtence rather than ſuffer it; but theſe are Words of Courſe in het Sitvatioh. 

The old Lady has offered me One Lack of Rupees to ſend for the Priſoners, to be Paid in 


{ 4 


Twenty-four Hours an their Arrival at this Place. 22. 
5 1 | ® 1 have the Honour to be, * 3 71 NM. 
rpg Has dic ws 1 gy Sir, | |} OF NG: 
— * Fyzabad, | Baia boon's vil ne moſt checken © bumble Seen. os £620 
« 6th wan) 0 * | 1 (Signed) M. Gilpin, 3145 


+ Wo WD f op Major Coma. 


Read, the following Letter from Mr. On to Major Gilpin, Gated the 518 aly 
1782, beginning at Page 76 of the ſame. 


To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at F yzabad. 


« Sir, 


« Tam Kobuiel with your Letter of the 6th. The Lack of Rupees offered by the Begum, 
would be of lictle FOG . if paid upon Condition of the Reſtoration of the Priſoners, through 


whom alone the whole Balance can be obtained, if it is o obtainable. | Unleſs therefore ay ber 
pay it without ſuch Condition annexed, the Negociation i is fruitleaſs. | | 
% I have this Day ſent the Priſoners Word, that, as they perſiſt in decla ing that they know of | 
no ſecreted or depoſited Treaſure in the "Hands of the Bhow Begum, excepting that which they 
have paid to the Company; and further, that they poſſeſs no Means of liquidating the Balance, 

which were the only Purpoſes for which | brought them from Fyzabad, and for the Fulfilment of 
which I would have interceded for the Remiſſion of their Crimes againſt the Company; but this 

being now over by their Obſtinacy, I ſhould now fend them to Chunar Gur, of which I gave them 8 
Four Days Notice, that as they were now about to be ſeparated for ever from their Principals, 
they might have an Opportunity of communicating to them whatever they might have to ſay on 

ſuch an Occaſion, 
« This Meſſage I now make you acquainted with, that you may mention their Deperture from 
hence for Chunar in the ſame Light to the Begum. It poſſibly may have more Effect than any 
Reſtraint upon their Palaces at Fyzabad ; for it they would give One Lack to have them returned 
to Fyzabad, they may poſſibly give the 6x to ſave them from a final Au, 
The preciſe Terms upon which they offered the Lack I do not clearly underſtand from your 
Letter; whether they would give it merely to have their Priſon at Fyzabad inſtead of Lucknow, 
or whether any Sort of Enlargement is underſtood by it. In your future Letters, when you men- 
tion the Begums, I ſhall be obliged to you to diſtinguiſh them by the Appellation of the Bhow Be- 
gum and the Elder Begum ; the Firſt is the Wife o Sujah ul Dowla, the latter his Mother. : 
Lucknow, Fre: I have, &c. 


z 


gth July 78s, | S508 1 oo | , | R. Babu 


Read, allo, Go the PL Book, FS following Laws 3 Major Gilpin to Mr. 
Johnſon, dated the 11th July 1782, beginning at Page 77 of the ſame. 


« To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 


\ 


« Sir, 
„Finding every Effort to obtain the Balance "Re the Bhow Begum fruitleſs, I reſolved on poſt- 
ing a Grenadier Company at the Gate of the Elder Begum's Palace, „ ene to the Tenor of your 
Letter of the 4th inſtant, which I did on the gth in the Morning, but gave them no other Or- 
2 than to maintain their Poſt in caſe of any Oppoſition, and not ſuffer armed Men to enter the 
alace. 


« About an Hour fer I had a Metlage from the Elder TRIS. _ me to 80 there, which 
1 did W 5 


+ :; £64t 43 tnt guns 
| 2670. 60 „ eite debe . re 
: 


( 858 ) 
I was conducted into à Httle Room, ſome Diſtance from this Houle, where I ſtayed abt Six 


Hours, endeavouring to adjuſt Matters with the Cojahs:[the-Conveyancers of oue ſcverab Meſſages} - 


but returned without coming to any Agreement. 
« All next Day was ſpent in the ſame Manner; but in the Evening the Bhow Begum came to 


the following Agreement: 

That 1 1 ſhould write for the Priſoners Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn to be ſent back to Fyzabad. 

« That immediately on their Arrival ſhe would deliver up all the ready Cafh ſhe had, towards 
the Payment of the Six Lacks and a Half. 

« That what remained deficient, Goods ſhould be ſold to make good the ſame as ſoon” as 

ſible. 
Pi That Mr. Johnſon ſhould nominate an Agent, who, with Behar Ally Cawn, ſhould attend the 
Sales, or receive the Goods in Payment by their Approvement. 

« That ſhe agreed to deliver up every Thing valuable in her Poſſeſſion, to make good the fame, 
which Bahar Ally Cawn only could come at. 

« That the Guard ſhould be withdrawn, until Mr. Johnſon's Anſwer was obtained. 

That the Priſoners were (when the Balance was paid) to be enlarged. 

In conſequence of theſe Propoſals 1 withdrew the Guard laſt Night about Ten &Clock. 
HI have every Reaſon to believe the Bhow Begum will ſtand to this; and, from every Informs- 
tion, I do not believe we could come to a more ſpeedy Concluſion of this Buſineſs. 

*« Soon after I had withdrawn the Guard, I received your Letter of the gth, and communi- 
cated the Contents to the Cojahs, which will certainly have a good Effect. 

It was the Elder Begum that offered the Lack of Rupees to be paid for the Priſoners being 
returned to this Place, but 3 it was to be conlidered in Part Payment of the Six Lacks and a 


Half. 
I have the Honour to be, 


« Fyzabad, Sir, | 
11th July 1782, Your moft obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) « Martin Gilpin, 
« Major Commanding.” 


Read, the following Letter from Mr. Johnſon to Captain Waugh, dated the 2 5th 
* 1782, from Book D, already delivered in, beginning at Page 66 of the *r | 


« To Captain Waugh. 


cc. Sir, 

„ conclude that Lieutenant Crow has delivered over to you Yeſterday the Two Priſoners from 
Fyzabad ; and have to requeſt, that you will be * to ſend them under a proper Eſcort this 
Afternoon, ſo as that they may arrive before dark at the Bangalow, occupied until Yeſterday by 
Mr. Swainſton, where they will continue under your Guard. 9 0 re 4, 


| „ I have the Honour to be, 
« Lucknow, Sir, | 
25th June 1782. ; 1 Your moſt humble Servant, 
5 7 . | 
(Signed) | EX. Johnſon, 


Acting Refident.” 


Read, the following Letter, from Mr. Johnſon to the Officer commandi ing the 
Guard, dated the 28th June 1782, ** the ſame Book, _begramang at a 68 of the 
lame. * 


« To the Officer commanding the Guard. Wo eee 
« Sir, 
« The Nabob having determined to inflict corporal Puniſhment upon the Priſoners under your 
Guard, This is to deſire, that his Officers, when they ſhall come, may have free Acceſs to the 
Priſoners, and be permitted to do with them as they ſhall ſee Proper; ny _ Care that RIP 


leave them always under your Charge. een . 


Sir, 
« Lucknow, the 28th June 1782, Tour molt obedient humble FIST 
(Signed) R. Johnſon, Acting Reſident.” 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the following Letter, from Mr. Johnſon to the 
commanding Officer of the Guard, dated the 23d July 1782, IRS, at Page 8 5 of 
. e e Book. a 


« To the Con Officer of the Guard. 


ct Sir, f 
c Some violent Demands having been made for the Releaſe of the Prifoeiers, it is neceſſary 
that every poſſible Precaution be taken for their Security. You will therefore be pleaſed to be- 


7 | very 


| (. 899 0 | 
very ſtrict in 1 ; and Þ herewith ſend another Pair of Fetters, to be added to thoſe 
er er DDD 14 Wor. Oh r fi 


. * 5 | # A =. "S *. a \ 

Sgac td 2 ai neh N «4. I have the Honour to be, Sir, 
AN. 1 n e (1:08 RATTAN ON; I 3 Your, &c. | Ka | 1 * 
Lucknow, the 23d July 78s. (Sggned) R. Johnſon, Acting Reſident.” 
SO 0a er WOES een e eee en F- 0 Nen 8 rot 


inden ad oy 2: want utous 8 pet : . | ' | | | 
Read, from Book A, already, delivered. in, the following Letter, from the Com- 
manding Officer of the Guard to Mr. Johnſon, beginning at Page 56 of. the ame. 
Fr 2 0 Richard Johnen Eſguire, Afting Reſident. | £106 
c WF | warts wg E 


I haus received your Inſtructions, and ordered the Fetters to be added; but they ate by much 
too ſmalt fbr their Feet. Fhe utmoſt Regard ſhall be paid to the Security of the Priſoners. I 
have ſent hack the Fetters, that you may have them altered, if you think proper. 

Te nom i A «© have the Honour to be, Sir, | | 
Lucknow, 23d July 1782, (Signed) Robert Steere Allen, 

11% in n l. Leut. 31 Regiment, commanding Guard.” 


Read, alſo, from the fame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Johnſon to Major 
Gilpin, dated the 17th July 2782, beginning at Page 78 of the fame,  *' + 
Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 


” 


Sir 


for liqvidating her Engagements, than that they are indefinite in Periad, and in ſome Nau os 
to the Means ſhe is willing to declare in her Poſſeſſion tor the Balance, and that there is no Sort 
of Hod or Security for the Peformance, beyond what I have poſſeſſed theſe Six Months paſt in 


vain-rher Agreement, ſigned and ſealed. | 

« therefore requeſt you will deliver her the following Anſwer : That if Promiſes or 
Agreements, without other Security, were of any Value, the preſent Trouble and Vexation ſhe 
ſubmits to, and has brought upon herſelf, would have had no Exiſtence ; of courſe, that before 
J can ip any Shape alter my Plan of preſſing, by every Means in my Power, the Payment of the 
Balance, ſhe muſt produce ſome reſponſible Security, which is always attainable hy 1 of 
the Caſh and Goods, in the Hands of ſome truſt-worthy Shroff, or other conſiderab e ho 
may thereby be induced to become reſponſible for the Payment.— | 4 D 

$ This done to my Satisfaction, and à Time fixed for the final Diſpoſal, at Profit or Loſs, of 
the Goods, I am willing immediately to agree to and complete every other Requiſition which the 
has made through you. | * | | 

I before underſtood that the Lack offered was in Part Payment of the Balance; all I meant 
to alk, whether the Eunuchs were claimed to be enlarged upon it, &r.pol to be returned Priſaners 
to.Fyzabad ? If the latter is the Caſe, and that the Elder Begum will pay One Lack, and that at the 
ſame Time their Preſence ſhall appear ahſolutely neceſſary to take out or diſpoſe of the Goods, &c. 


I will of courſe accept this Lack, which upon this Footing, in a Two- fold Light, muſt accelerate 
the Buſineſs, | 


* I ſuppoſe you have learnt nothing further of the Effect upon the Bow Begum, of the Threat 

of ſending the Eunuchs to Chugar,, © © ' | 18 

* Dh I have, &.. 8 * 
Ich July 1782. 0 ge 03 „ 442.1 e 4 HOY R. Johnſog“ 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Bock, the following Letter from Mr. Johnſan to Major 
Gilpin, dated the 22d July 1782, beginning at Page 79 of the ſame. 1 


« To Major Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
* | r 21 

I am juſt honoured with a Letter from you, without Date, ipforming me that the Bow Begym 
now demands the Releaſe of her Jaghire, and of the Priſoners, as Preliminaries to the final Adjuſt- 
ment of the ready Money Balance due from her. Her altering her Terms as ſoon as ſhe perceiyed 
any Appearance of ſmoothing her own (Ap pay proves the Neceſſity of my Caution in not truſty 
implicitly to her Promiſes, and requiring ſome Security for Performance upon her Behalf, previous 
to the Accompliſhment on my Side of ker Claims. lowever, all Negotiations ſerm now out of 
the Queſtion. by the preſent new Demand of the previous Relcaſe of her Jagbice : She and her 
Agents made fo bad a Uſe of the Power and Force ſhe poſſeſſed with the Jaghires during the late 
Troubles, to the almoſt total Subverſion of the Nabab's Government, joined with ſo glaring an 
Oppoſition to the Engliſh Intereſt, that neither Party can ever again conlent to her bein replaced 
in ſo dangerous a Situation. | . 
« This Claim, therefore, is admiſſible in g Extremity 3 independent of which, the Jaghire is 
the only real Security I poſſeſs for the certain Collection, although in a dilatory Mode, of * 

«+ ix 


« I am honoured with your Letter of the 11th. I have no Objration to the Begum's Propoſals * sic in Orig. | 


Six Lacks and a Half due upon the ready Money Payment, and almoſt Fllreę Lachs and a Half 
upon a ſeparate Order of Five Lacks, payable from the reſumed Jaghire ; and che Foſſeſſon ef the 
Priſoners and Palace are further Securities. Was I voluntarily to relinquiſh theſe, in Exchange for 
ſome more Papers or Words of the Bhow Begum's, I ſhould moſt certainly throw the Company's 
Aſſignments into a Riſk that I could never anſwer; and it is very little ſhort. of ;Certainty,. that 
Ten Lacks of the Company's Balance would, by ſuch Proceeding, be irrecoverably loſt, To theſe 


Preliminaries, therefore, I can by no Means aſſent; and if no ready Money js to be procured 
from the Bhow Begum, or her Agents, f muft be ſatisfied to remam in Folgt ache Palas, 
Priſoners, and Jaghire, and continue collecting by Degrees that which cannòe be more Tpeedily” 
acquired, | | | | OV 
% With regard to Threats of Reſiſtance, | they muſt (as far as IL may be able to judge at this 
Diſtance) conſiſt in mere Shew; if they did not think fit to reſiſt when they had between 7 and 
10,000 armed Men aſſembled, and we not yer in Poſſeſſion af the Palace-and/Avenues,' there is very 
little Probability of their attempting it when we are in full Occupation of the Town, Fort, and 
every Poſt in it, and no armed Force on their Side but what is within their Garden Walls; which 
certainly cannot be many, as it has been One conſtant Object of the Regiment, ſince its Poſſeſſion 
of the Town, to prevent the Accumulation of armed Men in or near the Town. In ſuch a Situa- 
tion, it would be more than Madneſs were they to attempt the Attack of 4 Battalions; nor could 
the Attack, if ſucceeded in, be of any Benefit to them. f 
FTbe Propoſal of evacuating one Place, and having it ſrarched, and then evacuating the next 
upon the ſame Principle, is apparently fair.—But it is well known, in the firſt Place, that ſunk, 
bricked up, or otherwiſe hidden Treaſure is not to be hit upon in a Day, without ſome Guide. 
I have, therefore, informed the Nabob of this Propoſal ; and, if the Matter is to be reduced to a 
Search, he will go himſelf to ſuch People as he may poſſeſs for Information, together with the 
Priſoners; and when in Poſſeſſion of the Ground, by puniſhing the Priſoners, or by ſuch other 
Means as he may find moſt effectual, to forward a ſucceſsful Search upon the Spot, he will avail 
himſelf of the Propoſal made by the Bhow Begum. | R de 
In reply to the Two Queſtions you ſtate; firſt, * Should her Forces attack the Guard round 
the Elder Begum's Palace, muſt I enter and extirpate them, to a Man ?? And ſecondly, If ſhe 
© will not come to any Alteration of Terms, am I to withdraw the Guard, or not?“ TIES 
To both theſe I need only obſerve, That the Object of diſtreſſing the Bhow Begum, by a 
Guard upon her Palace Gate, is merely to obtain a ready Money Payment from her of a Balance 
due upon an accepted Aſſignment of the Nabob's upon his late Father's Treaſure. But this ready 
Money, if not paid, is recoverable in the Courſe of a few Months upon the Jaghire in my ' Poſ- 
ſeſſion. It is therefore not worth proceeding to any Extremities, beyond the One defcribed, upon 
ſo reſpectable a Family. But, in Support of the Order, if the Servants of the Bhow Begum, or 
any other, attempt to drive off your Guard, they muſt of Courſe be ſupported in their Stations, 
and the Aſſailants puniſhed, repelled, and purſued, if they take any Road but the inner Parts 
of the Palace. Theſe muſt remain ſacred; and nothing can warrant any Entrance into them 
while we are at Peace with the Nabob Vrzier, and only mean' to enforce a ſpeedy, inſtead of 
a dilatory Payment. The Aſſailants may entirely be repelled, and the Poſt maintained, without 
urſuing within the Walls, unleſs the Poſt is totally commanded' by Embrafures through a Parapet 
hind the Walls. In this Caſe they may avail themſelves of their Cover to fire upon the Guard, it 
is adviſable to take a more diſtant and covered Station, ſo as to diſtreſs Acceſs to, and Egteſs from the 
Palace, which will anſwer every Purpoſe required. I muſt repeat, that no Extremity can warrant 
a forcible, or other Entrance, into he Palace, under the Circumſtances that cauſe the ſtationing 
a Regiment at Fyzabad, which are merely to retain the Fort, and to teaze the Bhow'-Begum, if 
poſſible, into Payment. And unleſs, after the above Explanations, you deem the Preſence of the 
23d Regiment abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſupport your Guard, be pleaſed, upon 
Receipt of this, not to delay its March into the Provinces. | 
Lucknow, 15 + 0,54 95:2 have, re.. WE OUR AN. 
22 July, 1782, 5 signed) R. Johnſon.” 


Then MAJOR GILPIN was again called in. 


O. (Croſs examined.) At what Time did you arrive at Fyzabad ? 
A. On or about the Firſt of June. 5 
Q. In what Tear? 
A. In the Lear 1782. | rm nts 270: 
Q. Whether Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were delivered over to your Cuſtody upon your Arrival 
at Fyzabad on the Firſt of June 17822 | | 4.5 ne 
A. They were. | 


Q. Was Shumſhire Khan delivered over alſo to you ? 
A. He was included. | 
| * * the Three Priſoners were delivered over to you ? _ 


(- 88 0 
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| Q. In nn Place were they eber? 
A. In Jewar Ali Khan's vwn Houſe; - 


Q. What Sort of a Place is that and in what Manner were « the Prioners created i Wang the 


Time ou had them in Cha 
was a very be Heot vulle by fewnr Ali Kawn, Inlet; ind he had laid 
he ory oe Py, u of Money n making it © commodious and like emit as he poſ- 


ſibly could. 


Q. And in what Manner were the Priſoners treated while beer at 
A. With all the Delicacy and Reſpect their Situation could poſſibly require. . 


Q What Extent of Garden belonged to the Houſe ? RATS ORE | 

A. I cannot poſſibly ſay ; it was a very exrenſive one. 
Q. Had they Permiſſion to go into that Garden gs then ade} as 4 K 0 
A. They had, within their 0 Centinels that were placed within the Garden. * 


Q. What Part of the Garden did that confine them to; what Seope dad they within the Cen- 


_—_ ? 
. It was a very extenſive Garden, and the Centinels were on the Outſide. They v wee not 
i to go out of that Garden, but to walk at Pleaſure all round i it. | 


Q. Do you mean that the Centinels were without the Garden? 

A. There were Centinels without che Wall, aba foine within the Garden ; aint. with- 
in the Garden never interru their walking in the Garden at all, but were placed Mtv fo fes. 
vent their going ont of the | 


. Then they had de whole duden ts range in? 
ES, 


pr Sr (by Counſel). What Orders were given to the Centinels reſpe&ing their Brhaviour to the 
iſoners? 

A. After the general Order of Securiy, ahey mere dineted to treat them with as much I 
nity and Tenderneſs as their Situation would admit of; not £0. Cs them in any of * 
Paſtimes, or in any innocent Amuſement whatſoever. 


Were they in Irons at this Time? 
2 A. They were. 


Do you know whether in point of Fact they did enj of Their vſual Amuſements 
80 Nr in that Place? 1705 * joy any F * 


A. I really cannot ſay: rr 14 
Q. Did you never viſit them? Ms: ni 2:9 bl #1 n ; e 
A. Frequently. | 
Q. Did they make any Complaints to you of their Nene 

A. None in particular. 


: Were there any other -Reſtraints & Soni ried owls den. except keping them 
in uſtody y, and the Circumſtance of their having Irons on? of 


A. Not while I had the Charge of them. W 


J eee . we - 38D 
I releaſed them at a diſtant Period from what we are now nh "hal" BN but 17. were fear 


Pd or your re afrerwargs they were returned to me, and then I releaſed them. 


Q. How long did they continue in your Charge from the Firſt of "_ 3 wad 4:08 
Poſſeſſion of them? 6 Fs 
A. They went-from me, I think, about the Fifteenth of June to 'E 3 1 


„ how long was it before they were returned into pit Dh gin ö CO 


A; They did not return £6 me tifl yore the ryth of agu. 


Q. When were they finally diſchar 7 | N. 
A. About the-qih © Decctiber thit Year! = N 


28 Nr rer Guſtady rao ue 1 een Deca 


Q Nod were treated in the ſame Manner as s were 2 * 
9 ing; 


Ok LI PI ag 47 bet wn 4. 12:19 AN 111 
A. I cannot charge my Memory, but I rather think the irons were eaken ot when d e came 


em Lucknow in Auguſt. : 
, 10 P | | Q. Whether 
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Q. Whether you recolle& about the 21ſt of July 178a, 2 —— of there being a 
Number of armed Men in the Begum's Palace, and the _ in Arms a | 
A. About that Period there were. 


Q. Give an Account of what you bar & Sat Period. | 

A. When I. poſted the Guards over the elder, Begum's Palace, they then aſſembled a great 
Number of Troops; I found it neceſſary to au gment my Guarg;for, ſome Time, till the: Begum 
delivered herſelf up, and came into the Palace, and then I withdrew my Guard. 


Q. What Diſtance of Time was there, between the firſt Sy, thas vou mentioned, and the Be- 
gum's coming into the Palace. 1 | 


A. Not many Days. 


Q. Do you remember their having threatened to fire upon Lee Crow, who commanded a 
Party there ? 


6 1 Crow reported that Circumſtance to me, and i in conſequence I Nur the 
ua 


Q. Where was Lieutenant Crow's Station at that Time? 
A. At the Gate of the elder Begum. 


When was that? 4 70 = i 260 
A That was in the Month of J uly 178 2, 


* Ah that Report made to you in the Courſe of Orders, a as a a Military Report ? 
t was, 


Q. Whether you recolle& having repreſented, that you had Reaſon to ſuppoſe the elder Begun 
was very deſirous, and anxious to begin an Engagement? i 
A. I had every Reaſon to believe it, 


Q Did you repreſent that? 
A.I repreſented i it to the Court at Lucknow. 


Q. What do you mean by beginning an Engagement ? 
A. To commence an Action — beginning to firme. 15 


Q. What Forces had ſhe ? | 2 WA 
A. Some thouſands in the City. Ampel „ ie at wr 


Qi. That were under her Command? | 
A. That were under her Command. C22 


Q. What Number of Forces had you under your Command J a 
A. I had my own Regiment and Major Buchanan's, Two Regiments of diego” and Four 
Pieces of Ordnance ; about two thouſand Men in all. 


, (by a Lord). In what Manner were the Begums r- En reh als 
A. WA Matchlocks and Sabres. | 5 io L£ f 


Am I right, in ſuppoſing, that the ſole Object of all the Meaſures that were purſued againſt 
theſe Perſons, was to inforce the Payment of the ne due 11 nn I 
A. It was; I underſtood it ſo. 


Were any ſuch Inſtructions given to "= 3 | 3 
A: That was the Tenor of my nſtructiouaꝶ s. 5104 


, 


The denied for the Commons ſtated, that the Counſel ought not to ſtate it as a 
Balance due. 


The Witneſs was aſked: V 94 | p | 


Q. Was it fo called in your Instructions? 9 8 
A. The Inſtructions ſpecified the Balance due; J "it was particularly o mentioned in my In- 
ſtructions. 


Whether any Meaſures were purſued upon this Occaſion, that did not appear to you to be 
.* for that Purpoſe? | 


A. I really do not comprehend the Queſtion, ſufficiently to give an Anſwer. 


2 I ſaid you kept the Begums i in their 2 and confined them? CAE 
A. Les | NF * 


2 And you kept their Miniſters — and Behar Ali Khan i in Confinement ? 55 
SB that Period they were at Lucknow, | SIE — 
3 79 4 2 rene | 2 4 


3 
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Fe, But daring the Whole of your Charge, while you was at Fyzabad, the Queſtion is, whether 
new of any Thing having been done with reſpect to the Begums or their Miniſters, which, 
— - your Judgement, was beyond what was neceſſary for compelling them to pay that Sum 
of Money 


A. I do not know how far it might be qeemed neceſſary,—Thoſe were the 2 I received, 
and I executed them to the beſt of my Abilities. 


Then the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. Gilpin to Mr. Johnſon, dated 4 the 


- 20th of June 1782, was read to the Witneſs. 
To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Acting Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 


« Sir, 


« After the moſt urgent Arguments, both to the Begum and the Priſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally 
Cawn, for the Payment of the Balance, I found it was in vain to expect Money from them, with- 
out uling Severities I was not W to inflict.“ (9) 


The Witneſs ſaid : 
That was prior to the Time I am ſpeaking of. 


Q. Whether you had not Reaſon to belieye that the Begums could have diſcharged + the Balance 
at once, if they choſe it. 


A. I believe there was no Doubt but what the Begum might have diſcharged it, if ſhe had been 


inclinable ſo to do.—It is impoſſible for me to ſay for a OP but I had every Reaſon. 40 
believe it, 


Q. Whether, during all this Period, an Intercourſe by Letter was not kept up between the 
Begum and her Miniſters ? 


A. At that Period Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were at Lucknow : How far ſhe might correſ- | 


pond with them, while in Confinement at Lucknow, it is impoſſible for me to aſcertain. 


Q. Did ſhe correſpond with them while they were under your Charge ? 


A. Frequently 1 paſſed; and, I dare ſay, Letters. I never * any Orders to interrupt 
any Thing of the Kind. 


Q. There is One Paſſage which has been read in your Letter of the aa June 1782, it is repreſent- 
ed in this Manner: The Cojahs One Day told that if I A . itch the m's Camp Equi- 
and deſire her to prepare for an e in all Probability e would pay the 
hems due: () Whether the Cojahs did make ſuch a Repreſentation to . Was that Repre- 
— in Fact, made to you? 


A. It was made to me. 


Q. 'By whom ? 
A. By the Cojahs. 


Q. (by a Lord.) Who are the Cojahs ? 
A. The Eunuchs, Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan. 


Q. Were the Cojahs in Priſon when they made this Repreſentation to you ? 
A. They were in the ſame Confinement they had always been in. 


Q. Were they to have been releaſed upon (his Demand being paid ? 
A. They were. 


Q (ff em the Mana gers.) Was this a mien made by the Priſoners themſelves, Bahar 
Ali Khan and Jewar Al Khan ? 
A. I have anſwered it was. 


Q Perſonally? ? 
A. Yes, perſonally. 


Q. (by Counſel.) In that fame Letter, dated 2oth of June 1782, it is ſaid, ' A Sp (that had 
© placed over the Priſoners, to attend to what Meſſages might paſs between them an " the Begum) 
* informed me, that on their Arrival at Begum Gunge, they ſent to the Begum, deſiring her to 
* conſider that their Situation grew more and more ſerious, and urged ſtrong Arguments to in- 
* duce her to pay the Balance; that if ſhe did not, they muſt at Lucknow divulge every Secret 


« » ſave themſelves.” (c) Whether ſuch a Repreſentation as is ſtated in that Letter was made to 
you 


A. It was. 


Q. By whom? - 
A. By the Spy that T had 


/ 


(a) Vide ane 5. | 1 Vide 4. (e) Vide ſupra, Ibid. 
pra, Page 87 or upra, * Q. Had 


# 
* 
4 
q 
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— 2.4. Means of knowing, what that Secret was, which they would divulge at Luck- 


A. I do net know; it is impoſſible for me to ſay what it was ; it ſtruck me that it might be 
concerning Treaſure; it might be any other Circumſtance reſpecting the Troubles, Rebellion, or 


any Thing elſe; it is all Congefture z but they ſeemed to lay great Streſs on the Secret. 


1 Did the Eunuchs divulge to you any Secret while they were under your 3 correſpond- 
Au the Idea 72 entertain of the Word . Secret“ here. 
A. They did not. 


85 In a Letter from Mr. Middleton to you of the 1ſt of June I 82, it is mentioned that there 
ent to you a Copy of a Letter received Yeſterday from the Vizier, authorizing and urging” 
him, Mr. Middleton, to uſe every Means in“ his“ Power to enforce their Compliance 3” whether 
you, in Point of Fact, received ſuch a Letter from the Vizier to Mr, Middleton: Was a Copy | 
of it tranſmitted to you? 

A. I recolle& ſome Incloſure ſent me by Mr. Middleton about that Period for the * 
mentioned, but I cannot charge my Memory exactly with them; and I think I have them 
where amongſt my Papers. 


. Whether it has been the uſual Practice, during all the Time you have been es with 
the ice, for the Correſpondence between the Reſident and the Officers with whom be cor- 
reſponded upon. Buſineſs, to be ſent to Calcutta? 

A. I cannot ſay whether they did or not: I tranſmitted none to Calcutta myſelf. 


Q. Do you know whether it was ever uſual for the Officers who received Letters, to tranſmit 
thoſe Letters, or to keep them in their own Poſſeſſion: Yourſelf, for Inſtance ? 
A. I kept them all myſelf. 


Q. Was that the uſual Courſe of the Office? 
A. I cannot ſay. 


Q. Did you underſtand it to be ſo? 
A. I thould imagine every Officer would, for his own Security, 1er the + Originals 


Q. How long was you in India? | 
A. Seventeen Years and an Half, from the Year 1768, till the Beginning of the Year 1 785 ? 


Q: Did you underſtand it to be uſual in that Country, for the Natives to conceal their 
Treaſures throughout the Whole of India? What Parts of Indoſtan were you in? 


. A. I was employed in the Upper Provinces in general. 


Q. Have you had an Opportunity of knowing what the Cuſtom inquired after was? 
A. It has been underſtood to be the general Cuſtom, for the Natives to conceal their Money, 


Q. Is that Cuſtom confined to the Places where the Engliſh Government Prevails, or does it 
extend to thoſe Places where the Native Government prevail? 
A. It is pretty general throughout the Country. 


Q. Do you mean to repreſent, that it is more or leſs prevalent where the Engliſh Governmen: 
is, or where the Native Government is? 


A. It is impoſſible for me to anſwer that Queſtion. Io Calcutta, poſſibly may not be fo 
cautious; but up the Country, where they are ſubject to Invaſions and to Wars, there it is 
always underſtood to be the Cuſtom. Calcutta is a ” Piece of Security, and my have not chat 
Neceſſity for doing it; but I am not able to give a diſtinct Account of it. 


2 Was you in Oude at the Time of Sujah ul Dowlah's Death? 


. I was. 


Q. Whereabouts? 
o & Ln! encamped in the Rumns, which is 3 to the . of F yzabad, when Sujah ul 
ow i 


2 Sujab ul Dowlah refded at Fyzabad? 


2. Was Sujah ul Dowlab's Army conſiderably in Arrear at that Time? 
A. I believe it was. 


Q. Were there not Apprehenſions of an Inſurrection upon that 9 
A. So much ſo 


Q. How near was this to the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah ? . 

A. While he was lying a Corpſe, before the Funeral. I was going to obſerve—ſo much ſo, that 
I, who was then a ſubaltern Officer in the Firſt Battalion of Sepoys, a Lieutenant, was ordered to 
be ready with Four Companies at a Moments Warning,” to quiet any Riot or Tumult there 
* be in the City of Fyzabad in conſequence of his Death. 


3 Q. Do 
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Q. Do you know where Sujah ul Dowlah kept his Treaſures ? 
A. I always underſtood they were kept in the Zenana, - 


Q. Do you know whether the Revenues collected from Time to Time, by the Aumils, were 


carried into, and depoſited in the Zenana ? | | 
A, If the Treaſury was in the Zenana, undoubtedly the Collections were carried there. 


Q. But you know it only from Report ? 
A. I do not know it of a Certainty; I had nothing to do with the Collections. 


Q. Upon the Death of Sujah ul Dowlah, did that Treaſure become the Property, by the Laws 
of that Country, of his Widow, or of his Succeſſor, Aſoph ul Dowlah ? | 


A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay; I do not know that he made any Will, or bequeathed it to 
any Perſon ; it came into her Poſſeſſion. {on | 
It came into her Poſſeſſion? 
A. It was in her Poſſeſſion, by being within the Zenana. 


Q. I underſtand you, Sujah ul Dowlah made no Will: Did you underſtand he made any other 
Diſpoſition of his Property in his Life-time ? : 


A. I underſtood he gave a certain Jaghire, a Tract of Land, to his Wife, the preſent Bow 
Begum. oy 


Q. But do you know of any Diſpoſition having been made, by Sujah ul Dowlah, of thoſe Trea- 


ſures in the Zenana ? 
A. I do not. 


* the Property, not the Poſſeſſion, did, in point of Fact, belong, by the Cuſtoms of 
that Country, to the Succeſſor, or to the Widow of the deceaſed Sovereign? 
A. I ſhould imagine his Heir-apparent had the greateſt Claim to it. 


Q. But you know nothing of it yourſelf. 
A. I could not. 


Q. Had you any Reaſon for imagining it ? 
A. No other than that there were Drafts made upon that Treaſure, immediately after the Death 


of Sujah ul Dowlah; and the Merry that came from the Zenana, was depoſited in out Camp, and 
embarked on Board Boats, and tranſmitted to the Preſidency at Calcutta. 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, that, according to your Judgement and Knowledge of the Cuſtoms 
of that Country, the Treaſures within the Zenana would have gone to the Nabob, and not to the 
Widow? 


A. I ſhould rather think it would, when ſo ample a Proviſion was made for the Widow z but that 
is a Point of Law I am not competent to judge of. a 


Q. (by the Managers.) Whether you was not examined befure the Houſe of Commons ? 
A. I was. 


Q. (from Counſel.) How long did you continue at Fyzabad, from your firſt going there on the 
Firſt of June 1782 ? | | 
A. On December 7th 1782, I marched from Fyzabad. 


Q. Whether the Women in the Khourd Mhal were at that Time diſtreſſed ? 


1 At one Period they were; bur I relieved them from that Diſtreſs, by giving them a Sum of 
oney. 


Q. Upon whom did the Maintenance of the Khourd Mhal depend? Who maintained the 
Khourd Mhal ? | 


A. His Excellency the Nabob Vizier. 


Q. From whom was the Maintenance furniſhed; under whoſe immediate Care was it? 

A. It was under the Charge of Lettaffit Ali Khan, and he received an annual Stipend from the 
Foujedar of Sahlone, which, I think, to the beſt of my Recollection, amounted to Forty thouſand 
Rupees annually, but they had neglected by ſome Means or other paying it, and the Women 
became diſtreſſed in conſequence; I repreſented it to the Court at Lucknow, and I paid them Ten 
thouſand Rupees, for which I have now the Receipts of Lettaffit Ali Kawn for Five thouſand 


each, | 
Q. At what Time was that Relief afforded them by you ? 


The Witneſs delivered in Two Papers, indorſed “ Lettaffit Ali Kban's Receipt for 
5000 Rupees for the Uſe of the Khourd Mahl.“ 


The ſame were read as follow : - | ; 


10 | « Fyzabad, 
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o Fyzabad, roth November 1582. 


Received this Day, from Major Martin Gilpin, the Sum of Twenty Son Korah Rupees, 
Five thouſand, for the Uſe of the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenanah.” 


3 —_— 


Here follow, in the Original, ſome Perſic Characters. 


(L-5) 


Here follow more Perſic Characters. 


—— . 


« Fyzabad, 27th Nov. 1782. 


« Received this Day, from Major Martin Gilpin, the Sum of Twenty Son Korah Rupees, 
Five thouſand, for the Uſe of the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenanah,” 


| | Here follow, in the Original, ſome Perſic Characters. 


L. 8. - 


— 


Q: Is the Paper in Perſian or in Engliſn? $ 
A. 1 wrote one in Engliſh, and there is one in Perſian to the ſame Tenor and Effect, with their 


Seal to it. | 


Q. That is a literal Tranſlation that you read ? 
A. As near as poſſible. 25 


F Q. Was this Relief furniſhed by you to the Khourd Mahl, as Part of your official Duty, or from 
N | Motives of Humanity? | 
A. I did not conſider it as my official Duty. I thought it an Act I ought to do, ſeeing the diſ- 
treſſed Situation that they were in. 


Q. Did you do this upon the Nabob's Account? | | 
A. I did; and received back the Sum, exactly as I had paid it, from the Nabob. 


Q. Had you previous Orders from the Nabob ? | g 
A. I wrote to Mr. Briſtow. He told me he had written to the Nabob, and authoriſed me to 
draw upon the Engliſh Reſident for that Sum, which I did, and it was paid. 


Q. Did the Nabob expreſs any Approbation, or Diſapprobation, of that Interference of yours ? 
A. He wrote me a very angry Letter upon the Subject, and told me, I had no Right to interfere 
with that Zenana. 


Q. Was the Whole of that Eſtabliſhment under the Nabob and his Officers, or had the Eng- 


liſh any Concerns, and what, in it? | 
A. I never underſtood, the Engliſh had any Thing to do with it, at all. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Mercurij, 28 Maij 1788. 


— 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Prociamations 
made, and the Defendant . — at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 


quainted the Managers for ws ommons, they might Proceed with their Evi- 
dence, 


The Managers for the Commons informed the Houſe, that, in looking over the 
printed Evidence, they had obſerved ſeveral material Errors. They took it for granted, 
thoſe Errors were unavoidable, and entirely owing to the Haſte in which the Queſtions 
and Anſwers were taken down; which, at a proper Time, they meant to point out 
to Pref Houſe, and take their Pleaſure, as to the Manner in which they ſhould be cor- 
recte 


Then MAJOR GILPIN was again called in. 


The Counſel for the Defendant deſired the laſt Queſtion and Anſwer, with which 
the Croſs Examination cloſed Yeſterday, might be read. 


The ſame were read, as follows : 


©Q, Was the Whole of that Eſtabliſhment under the Nabob and his Officers, or had the 
Engliſh any Concern, and what, in it? 


A. I never underſtood the Engliſh had any Thing to do with it, at all.” 


Q. The Eſtabliſhment mentioned, was the Eſtabliſhment of the Khourd Mahl; whether there 1 
was any Intercourſe between the Khourd Mahl and the Begums ? 
A. None that I know of. 


Q.: Did the Begums, in any Manner, contribute to the Support of the Khourd Mahl ? 
A. They never did, in the leaſt, during the Time that I commanded at Fyzabad; I can only 
ſpeak as to that Period. 


Q. Have 5 any Knowledge of that Subject: Might they, or might they riot, have con- 
eribBied Whether you Knew it, or not ? 

A. I always underſtood they had an Inveteracy againſt the Women . the Khourd Mahl, even 
in Sujah ul Dowlah's Life - time. 


Whether the Seizure of the Begums Treaſures, or their WH could, in any | Repo 
contribute to the Diſtreſſes that were experienced by the Khourd Mahl? 
A. I do not ſee that it could, in any Reſpect. 


Q. Do you know whether any Meaſure, in which the Engliſh were at all concerned, could pro- 
duce, or in any Nas contribute, to thoſe Diſtreſſes ? 

A. I do not think, that the Interference of the Engliſh could have effected the Eſtabliſhment of 
the Khourd Mahl, in any Reſpect. 


Wn You mentioned Yeſterday the Diſtrict which was aſſigned for the Maintenance of the Khourd 


A. It was the Diſtrict of Sultan pore, and I apprehend that I ſhould have made a Miſtake, and 
called it Sahlone. Sahlone was the Begum's Jaghire, but Sultanpore is the Diſtrict that was aſs 
ſigned for the Maintenance of the Khourd Mahl. 


is e that Country of Sultanpore was, in the Whole, or in Part, ever * to the 
ng I 


A. 1 
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A. I cannot ſay that it was; all I know is, that Letaffit Ali Khan told me that Sultanpore was 
the Diſtrict from whence they drew their Subſiſtence ; but whether the Whole of the Revenues of 
that Diſtri& were aſſigned for it, or whether they were to deduct 40,000 Rupees annually, I can- 
not ſay. | of | 

Q. What do you mean by deducting 40,000 Rupees annually ? Do you mean whether the AC. 


ſignment was of 40,000 Rupees only, or of the whole Rent ? 
A. What the whole Rent of the Diſtrict might be, I do not know; it might be Two or Three 


Lacks of Rupees; all I knew was, that they had their Subſiſtence drawn from that Diſtrict. 
Q. But you ſpoke of 40,000 Rupees? Few 
A. That was the Sum allotted them for their Maintenance; it was paid by the Foujedar 
Sultanpore to Letaffit Ali Khan. | | 


The Queſtion was, whether you knew that the Country of Sultanpore was ever, in Part, or 
in the Whole, aſſigned over to the Engliſh ? oy > ws path 
A. I never heard of any particular Aſſignment of that Diſtrif to the Engliſh. 


Q. I underſtand you to have ſaid, that the Sum of 40,000 Rupees annually was aſſigned for 
the Maintenance of the Khourd Mhal, paid to Letaffit Ali Khan, and by him diſtribured fot 
that Purpoſe; whether that Sum was conſidered as ſufficient for that Purpoſe, if regularly 


paid? | 
A. Letaffit Ali Khan informed me, in the Courſe of Converſation at the Time of their DiCſ. 


treſſes, that if this ſtipulated Sum had been paid regularly, there never would have been any Cauſe 
of Complaint. © i 
1 Letaffit Ali Khan was in any Reſpect ſubject to the Orders of the Begums, or 6s 
ther of them? | 
A. Not in the leaſt, that ever I underſtood. 


. You was in the Country of Oude in 1779 1780, 1781, and 1782? 
* The greateſt Part of them, I was. 5 N a 
: 5 you recolle& any Drought in the Country in either of thoſe Years, or in all of 
them 
A. Yes; there was. | 7 


Q. In which? 
A. In the Years 1781 and 1782. 


Q. By Drought, you mean, a Defe&t of Rain from the Nature of the Seaſon ? 
A. Ye | 


Tes. | 

Q. Whether the Cultivation of the Country ſuffered conſiderably in Conſequence of that 
Drought ? 

A. Conſiderably. | 2 

Q. Whether you ever heard any Complaints, of the Engliſh Officers being ill-treated,. in their 


Paſſage through the Country of Cheit Sing ? | | 1 
A. There have been many Complaints, that the People were inſolent to them, as they paſſed 


through the Country: I never met with any Interruption myſelf. 

Q. underſtood you was in the Country of Oude at the Time of the Inſurrection at Benares ; 
whether, ſuppoſing the Engliſh Arms had been unſucceſsful at Pateeta, a general Inſurrection in the 
Country was not much to be apprehended at that Time ? | | 


The Managers for the Commons deſired the Counſel would mark the Period they 
alluded to at Pateeta, as there were Two Actions there. | 


The Witneſs was aſked ; 


Was there ever an Attack upon Pateeta ? 
A. There was, by Colonel Popham. - 


Q. (by the Managers.) Where was you at the Time? 
A. I was upon my March from the Mahratta Country, to join the Brigade under the Command 
of Colonel Morgan. | | 


Q. Where was that Brigade then ? 

A. It was then in the Douab. 

Q. (by Counſel.) Suppoſe the Britiſh Arms had been unſucceſsful in the Month of September” 
againſt Pateeta, would it not have afforded a favourable Opportunity to their Enemies to take Ad- 
vantage of it? | 
A. That is Matter of Opinion entirely. It would, undoubtedly, have given very great Encou- 
ragement to an Inſurrection. 

6 Q. What 
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Q. What did you know of the Situation of the Begum's Forces in September 1481 ? 


A. At that Period I commanded a Detachment in the Mahratta Country of Two Regiments. 
The Begums had a Force in their own Diſtrict, but what Number they were, I cannot 1 


Q. From the State of the Douab, what Effect would any Diſadvantage ſuffered in Benares have 
had upon that Diſtrict? | 


A. Upon the Diſtri& in the Douab ? | HERE 


Q. Yes, there was a Britiſh Force ſtationed there; would that Force in the Douab have been in 
- Danger from a Failure at Benares ? e . | i | 
A. Had a general Inſurrection taken place, it would have been, a very difficult Matter for the 
Engliſh Troops in the Douab to haye-extricated themſelves; but I only ſpeak of a general In- 
ſurrection: The Troops then in the Douab could not have affected us very materially, becauſe 
there were very few Troops in the Douab, at that Period, but Engliſh Troops. | 


Q. Whether, at that Period of Time, the perſonal Safety of Mr. Haſtings was not conſidered of 

at Conſequence to the Protection of the Britiſh Government in India? EP 

A. It undoubtedly was ſo much fo, that when Major Lumſdaine came up to the Head of my Re- 
giment on a March to Illihabad, and related the Circumſtances of ſeveral Detachments being cut 
off. | ds | 


Q. What happened when Major Lumſdaine came to the Head of your Regiment? 

A. He ſaid an Expreſs had arrived with Colonel Morgan, informing him ſeveral Detachments 
had been cut off. My Reply was, „If Mr. Haſtings is ſafe in Chunar, reſt aſſured he will extricate 
us out of our Difficulties ; but, on the other Hand, if he is cut off, we ſhall very ſoon act the laſt 
tragick Scene, and neither you nor I ſhall live to tell the Story.“ Thoſe were my Sentiments of 
Mr, Haſtings at that critical Period. Major Lumſdaine is now in England. 


Q. In what Eſtimation was Mr. Haſtings's Character in India, during the Time you reſided 
there ? | | | 
A. He was eſteemed a Man of very great Abilities, and a Man of Humanity. 


Q. Was he conſidered as a mercenary venal Man, and a corrupt Governor, or not ? Had he any 
Drawbacks upon that Character? Was he conſidered in a bad Light? 

A. Before the Act paſſed for a Governor General and Supreme Council, the publick Papers, 
and all the Records of the India Houſe, ſpeak highly of him as a Governor. | 


Q. Do you mean that this was the Character he held in India, or do you only mean to refer to 
what has been written from India to England, for the Foundation of what you report of 
A. His Character was univerſally reſpected as ſuch in India; thoſe Circumſtances were related 
and publiſhed in England; and I mentioned the Records, not as referring your Lordſhips to 
them by any Means, but that all the World might fee his general Character upon thoſe Re- 
cords. h 211 Ps 


2. (5 a Lord.) Do you mean to ſpeak of the Character which he held in India down to 
1773, or during the whole Time? Fe” 

A. I ſpeak of the Period down to 1773, as a remarkable Inſtance of his Attention to the In- 
tereſts of the Eaſt India Company ; after that Period there were ſorne little Diſputes in the Council, 
and various were the Opinions reſpeCting them; and I can only give Matter of bare Opinion 
upon it, | | 


Q. Then, generally, what was the Character which Mr. Haſtings bore during the whole Time 

of your being in India, in Point of Integrity, in Point of Humanity, and Attention to the Com- 

any's Affairs, throughout the Whole of his Government, and throughout all India, from the 

inning to the End, as well after 1773, as before ? | | 

A. I have anſwered that Queſtion, I think, very fully; however, I will be more explicit: I 

looked upon Mr. Haſtings as a very great Man, and as a Man of Integrity and Humanity.— 

Many Inſtances of his Generofity have been related; none of them come within my Knowledge, as 
I never had the Pleaſure of his Acquaintance until I returned to England, 


Q. I think you ſaid you never ſaw Mr. Haſtings till you came to England ? 

A. At St. Helena was the firſt Introduction, to the beſt of my Recollection, that I had to him, 
when Mr. Haſtings came to pay a Viſit to Colone] Muir, who lived in the ſame Quarters that 
I did, 


S. There were ſome Letters that were delivered by you to Mr. Middleton, can you recollect 
whether they were the Originals of the Letters in the Perſian Language, or Copies of them; do 
you remember what they were? | | 

A. If they were the Letters given-to me by the Begum from Colonel Hannay and Captain Gor- 
don, they were in Perſian. They were the original Letters, and had the Signatures of Colonel 
Hannay and Captain Gordon affixed to 1 Initials of their Names. n 


10 R Q. Were 
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Q Were the Initials only put to thoſe Letters ? | 
A. That was all. Never more than juſt the Initials were. put to any Letter. 


Q. What became of thoſe Letters ? 


cannot ſay exactly. 


4 

A. Wherher I rerurned them 0 the Begum again, or have them in my Poſſon now, I really 
| | * Did you receive them back from Mr. Middleton ? | 
| 

i 

[ 

| 

| 

( 

| 


I did. 


. How ſoon after you had delivered them ? 


A. A few Hours, probably a Day; I will not charge my Memory exact. eich it; I think it 
was in the Courſe of the ſame Day. I rather believe I gave them to him in the Morning, and re- 
ceived them back again the ſame Day; but I will not be poſitive, 


4 Q. opt whether thoſe Letters are deſtroyed, « or whether they are in your Rory Wh Cuſtody, is more 
an you know 


A. I do not recolle& at preſent, whether I did deliver them back to the Begum, or whether I 
have them now among my Perſian Papers. 


Q. Whether your Letter to Mr. Middleton, of the 19th of October 1782 (a), was anſwered by 
his Succeſſor in Office, Mr. Briſtow ? 


A. I do not know whether it was anſwered by Mr, Middleton or Mr. Briſtow, I cannot charge 
my Memory with it; but it was about the Period of Mr, Middleton's Departure. 


Then the laſt Queſtion and Anſwer were read by the Clerk. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Words incloſing thoſe Letters,” 


which were added by the Counſel in putting the Queſtion, after the Date of the Letter, 
were omitted. | 


The ſame were ordered to be inſerted, VIZ. 


| by his Whether the Letter of the 19th of October 1782, incloſing thoſe Letters, was anſwered 
ucceſſor in Office, Mr. Briſtow ? 


T, I do not know, whether it was anſwered by Mr, Middleton or Mr. Briſtow : 1 cannot charge 
l my Memory with it, but it was about the Period of Mr. Middleton's Departure.” 


Q. Do you remember the Letter from the Begum to Mr. Middleton? 


A. If the Honourable Managers will permit me to refreſh uy Memory by loo into, their 
Book, I will give a very direct Anſwer to it. oO 


Then a Book was ſhewn to the Witneſs, and he proceeded : as follows: 


A. Mr. Middleton never did reply to that Letter of the 19th October 1782. It is a very 
ſingular Letter, and if it was read, your Lordſhips would perceive that it was fo ſtrongly impreſſed 
upon me, that I could not make a Miſtake. . Mr. Middleton never did anſwer it. 


Q. mah is a Letter, of the 19th Oftober, from 12 to Mr. Middleton? 
A. Yes. 


— — 2 —_— x — _ _—_ 
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The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the Queſtion put by the Counſel had 
led the Witneſs to a Contradiction; for he had juſt before ſaid he gave the Papers 


perſonally to Mr. Middleton, and the Counſel's Queſtion made 1t that they were en- 
cloſed, 


The Witneſs ſaid, 


The Letter of the 19th October, which I encloſed to Mr, Middleton, was from the Bhow Be- 
gum ; for I particularly mention The encloſed Letter from the Bow Begum is in Reply to yours 
« which I delivered on my Return to this Place.“ (5) The Papers were delivered to Mr. Middleton 


before that Period, when I was at Lucknow. 


Q. Which Papers? 


A. The Letter from Colonel Hannay, and Captain Gordon's Letter to her, I delivered to * 
Middleton when I was at Lucknow. | 


Q. At what Time was that? How long before that Letter ? 
X It muſt be about the Beginning of October; but I cannot exactly collect the Date. 


oY Can you aſcertain the Time before the igth of October 1782, when you had been at Luck- 


A. I cannot exactly ſay, but I believe it was in the 9 of October, or about the Mid- 
dle of October. 


— —ͤ— i x 2 


— 


Q. ( 
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| (a) Vide ſupra, = 749, & infra, Page 896 (5) Vide ſupra, ibid. & infra, ibid. 
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Q. (by ihe Managers.) There is à Letter in that Book, now before you, of the-2oth September, . 

from a called Deriabad, (a) when you was upon your Road from Fyzabad to Luckaow, that 
Place is aboat Half Way between Fyzabad and Lucknow: Recolle& only the Time it took you 
in travelling from Deriabad to Lucknow ? 5 ; FP . 
A. The Honourable Manager is exactly right; for here is my Letter dated the 2ath of Sep- 
tember 1782, at Deriabad: I felt myſelf ſome Time paſt indiſpoſed with a feveriſn Complajat, 
and I was obliged to go on account of my Health : I had miſtaken the Time, it was not in Oc- 
tober, but in ad ah 1 e 999 

Q. Now you find you were at Deriabad upon the 20th of September, Can you now bring it tg 
your Memory at what Time you arrived at Lucknow? | an 

A. I fancy I arrived the Third Day after that; I think I only made Four Days March of it. 


Q Was that the Time at which you delivered thoſe Papers? oF: 
A. I believe it was when I was at Lucknow at that Time. | 


Q Whether you received a Letter, that is entered in the Book before you, from Mr. Briſtow, 
addreſſed to you, bearing Date the 4th November 1782, in which there is this Acknowledgement: 
« I received your Letters of the 12th, 19th, 27th, and goth, Ultimo?“ (5) | 55 
1 I dare ſay I did, I have not a Doubt about it; and I fancy I could produce the original 

tter. | | n 


Q Did you know the Court of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 
A. I did. | 

Q. Did you know the Court of Aſoph ul Dowlah ? | 

Q. Was there a material Alteration in the Countenance, Figure, and Eſtabliſhment of his 
Court, from that kept by his Father ? | 1 3 

A. The preſent Nabob never did, from the Beginning, keep ſuch a ſplendid Court as his 
Father did. | ; | [I'S 

Nat from the Beginning? | Pe? 

2 Not from the Beginning. I was at Fyzabad when he was Firſt placed upon the Muſnud. 

Q. From the Time of his being placed on the Muſnud, ſubſequent to that Time, did you ob- 
ſerve any material Alteration made in the Figure of Aſoph ul Dowlah's Court? | 

A. None of any Conſequence. 

Q. (by the ers.) You have ſtated, that you are not ſare whether you returned thoſe Let- 
ters, of not, to the n, or whether you have them now in your Poſſeſſion: Recollect, whether 
= did not afterwards, in November, convey other Copies of thoſe Letters from the Begum to 

r. Briſtow-——of Colonel Hannay's and Captain Gordon's Letters? * 

A. I did. 2 


Q. Then ſhe muſt have had them returned, to have ſent Copies of them to Mr. Briſtow ? 
A. I gave him Copies of them. 


„ a Lord.) Was it not about the Fourth of November that you gave Copies of them to 


riſtow ? | 
The Managers for the Commons ſtated, it was about the End of October. 


Q. Then thoſe Letters muſt have been in your Poſſeſſion at that Time ? 5 

A. They were; but whether on my taking Leave of the Court, and quitting that Station, which 
I did in December following, I delivered them to the Begum, or kept them, I cannot ſay ; but I 
am fure I could not have delivered them to the Begum till then, if I did at that Period, | 


Q. Do you ſay, you ſent the Copies to Mr. Briſtow? wh 
A. If I recolle@ right, I encloſed one of the Begum's Letters along with thoſe ; they were under 
Encloſures from me. OR 


Q. In a Letter from the Bow Begum to Mr. Briſtow, which appears to have covered Copies of 
thoſe Letters from her; She ſays, © the Letters of Thanks I have received from both thoſe Gen- 
tlemen [Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon], are ſtill in my Poſſeſſion ; Copies of which, I gave 
in Charge to Major Gilpin, to be delivered to Mr. Middleton ;” and then with that Letter ſhe 
ſends other Copies to Mr. Briſtow ? | 

A. The Miſtake muſt have happened on her Part, for I had the Originals, and I do. not deſpair 
of finding them on my Return into the Country,—She did not deliver Copies, but _g cow I 
dare ſay they are among my Perſian Papers yet.— As a Proof that they were Originals, I pointed 
out the initial Letters to Mr. Middleton, when he ſuſpected that they were not Originals: that 
there were the initial Letters of Colonel Hannay and Captain Gordon to them. 


——_—_ 


Q. Do 
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(a) Vide infra, Page 896. (5) Vide infra, Page 897. 
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Q. Do you mean, that you told Mr. Middleton ſo at the Time you delivered the Letters to bim ? 
A. Les; that I pointed that Circumſtance out to Mr. Middleton. If I can find them, I will 
tranſmit them with the greateſt Pleaſure ; I do not wiſh to withhold any Secret whatever. — 


Did you cauſe thoſe Letters to be tranſlated at Fyzabad, after your Return from Mr 
Mid adleton from Lucknow ? 
A. I think I had a Tranſlation of them before I went there. 


. Where, and by what Means, did you get that Tranſlation ? . 
A By the Aſſiſtance of my Commandant, who acted in the Capacity of Moonſhy, and the 
Aſſiſtance of Captain Hyde, who was a Captain in my Regiment. 


. Where was it done ? 
A: At F yzabad. 


Q. Can you recollect, whether it was * your Return from Lucknow, or previouſly t to your 
going to Lucknow, that you cauſed thoſe Letters to be tranſlated ? 
A. I have already ſaid, that to the beſt of my Recollection it was before I went to Lucknow. 


Q: Did you omit communicating to Mr. Middleton the Circumſtance of your having Tranſlations 
of the Letters, or did you ſhew thoſe Tranſlations to Mr. Middleton ? 

A. Ithink I gave him the Originals; and whether I mentioned any Thing of my having the 
Tranſlations, I do not recolle& ; but it was unneceſſary to Mr. Middleton, as + he underſtood the 
_ TOW Language fo well. 


Q. Did Mr. Middleton read the Perſian Originals in your Preſence, and appear to underſtand 


them ? 
A. He read a Part of them, if not the Whole I cannot anſwer to the Whole : ut he $a 


that I would leave them with him, that he might peruſe them at Leiſure. 


Q. When was Shumſhire Cawn releaſed ? 
A. He was releaſed at the Time that Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were. 


Q. Do you remember what Time that was ? 
A. December the 4th, 1782. Ienlarged them by Order of his Excellency the Nabob. I have 
a Memorandum of it here, which I took to refreſh my wy Ny. 


The Witneſs read the ſame, as follows : 


4th Dec. 1782, Camp at Fyzabad. 
. 6 His Excellency 0 Nabob Vizier having been pleased to grant the Enlargement the Pri- 


ſoners Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, from their lon ong 8 che Guards over the 
them to paſs and repaſs all * 


and Centinels, in common with other People.“ 


Q. And Shumſhire Khan was enlarged at the came Time? 
A. Yes, he was releaſed at the ſame Time. 1 a 


Q. By whom was the Order conveyed to you? | 
A: It was conveyed to me by Mr. Briſtow, for the m of Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan. 


Q. But, for the Enlargement of Shumſhire Khan, what Order had you ? 
A. I had none. 


Q Your Memorandum purports, that Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were releafed by Order of 
the Nabob, but mentions nothing of the Releaſe of Shumſhire Khan ; upon what do you go in 
ſuppoſing that Shumſhire Khan was impriſoned down to the 4th of December ? 

A. When I received Orders to enlarge Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan, no Mention was made of 
Shumſhire Khan; I did not know what to do with him, but I ſpoke to Bahar and Jewar Ali 
Khan, and I aſked them whether they would be reſponſible for Shumſhire Khan if I ſhould do 
wrong in delivering him, ſo as to return him again into my Cuſtody to be a Priſoner, in caſe ! 
ſhould be called to account; and, in conſequence of their Promiſe, I releaſed him, and he 
ſtands now in that very Predicament, and no Demand \ was ever made to me for Shumſhire 


Khan. | 
Whether, while you had Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan and Shumſhire Khan in your Cuſtody, 
any Inquiry whatever was ſet on foot, in order to diſcover their ſuppoſed Treaſon and Rebellion 


againſt the Nabob and the Engliſh ? 
A. Ido not recollect that there was any publick Enquiry of that Kind. 


Was any Enquiry at all, that you remember, ſet on foot? | 
A; I do not recollect any thing more than Gentlemen by accident juſt ſpeaking.t to chem: There 


was no Enquiry by Authority; Converſations might have paſſed 581 that Subject. 
Q For 
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Q For what Purpoſe were Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan taken but of your Cuſtody, and ſent to 
Lucknow ? And N were they ſo taken out? | 


The Witneſs read the following Mernozanduny t 


« June 18th, ſent the Priſoners Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan to Lucknow, in Charge of Lieute- 
nant Crow, with Two Companies of Sepoys.“ 8 


For what Purpoſe were they ſent to Lucknow ? REY 
A It is impoſſible for me to ſay, for what Purpoſe ; but I ſent them by Ordet of the Re- 
dent. 


Q. Did the Order from the Reſident convey any Thing more to you, than the mere Order for 
ſending them, or did it expreſs to you for what Purpoſe they were to be ſent ? 
at ſhould ſuppoſe for the Purpoſe vf getting the Payment of the Balance from them, 


Q. How do you collect that Senſe? Was it Part of the Order? 
A. 1 only collect it from the general Senſe of Mr. Johnſon's Letter to me. 


QD Did not you learn from Mr. Johnſon's Letter—according to your Memory of that Letter now; 
that Severities had been threatened to be uſed to them in Lucknow, in order to get from . the 
Secret of the Place where the Treaſures were concealed at Fyzabad ? 

A. I do not know whether Mr. Johnſen did expreſs it in his Letter te ine; I mater think 
he ſaid he had uſed Threats, but I de not Severities being mentioned; but the Lott 


will ſhew it. 


Q. Who cotnmanded the Guard which eſcorted Bahar and 115 Ally Cawn to Lucknow 1 
A. Lieutenant Crow. 


Q. You ſay, in a Letter to Mr. Johnſon, of the 23d of July 1782, that „ the Elder Begum 
peared at one Time very anxious to begin an Engagement” (a) : Recollect, 3 f Þ - 
_ underſtand that Threat to be with an Intention that ſhe herſelf might be deſtroyec = 

eng underſtood it to be her Determination to die in a rebellious Blaze (5). Do you rec 


Correſpondence upon that Subject was read ; particularly my Letter in Anſwet to Mr. Johnſon's 
laſt Letter that was read Yeſterday : Mr. Johnſon? 's Letter implied ſome little Miſcondu& on 
my Part, which I anſwered fully; 1 1 feel myſelf hurt at its not being read, becauſe my 
Charakter as a Soldier is at Stake. 


4 Read, the following Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. 1 dated the 2d Au- 
| guſt 1982, from the printed Minutes of the Evidence taken before a Committee of 
the whole Houſe of Commons, on Thurſday the 18th May 1786, already delivered in, 


beginning at Page 83 of the ſame. 
* To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at Lucknow, ed he 
„ Dear Sir, | 


1 J have to ocknowledge the — 1 of your Letter of the 31ſt ult*, which makes it requiſite 
for me to point out clearly to you the Impracticability of maintaining the Poſt at the Elder Beguni's 

Gate, in the Mode you preſcribe in your Letter of the 22d ult'. 

The Elder Begum 
whole Country were in Motion to her Aſſiſtance. With ſuch a Force, was it poſſible for the De- 
tachment to maintain the Poſt at the Gate, if they were not ſuffered to enter the ſame when fired 
upon, and put the Whole to Death? 

« Can it be ſuppoſed that Officers and Men will ſtand tamely in a Street when fired on, through 

Windows, Doors, Loopholes, &c. &c. which ſurround and command them, wirhout exerting 

Ability to deſtroy chat ſecreted Enemy ? And can it alſo be ſuppoſed that, when fired upon; 
they will ſhamefully retreat, under the b Appellation of cowardly Fellows ? Epirhets that 
might have been too juſtly applied by the Begum's People, had the Attempt been made, and God 
forbid that I ſhall ever live — ear ſo ſcandalous a Reflection thrown out on the Corps I command. 
I have had the Honour to ſerve my King and Country near Twenty-four Years, "ich the conftant 
Approbation of my Superiors ; and can it be ſuppoſed, after ſuch a Length of Service, that 1 
wanted wantonly to throw away a Reputation I have ſo long laboured to obtain? which muſt 
inevitably have Leen the Caſe in the Eyes of every military Man, had the Detachment been ordered 
by me to retire to a more diſtant Poſt when fired upon, as you preſcribe ?—What did the Governor 
General fay of the Attack of Ramnagur, by the late Captain Mayaffre? And did not the whole 
World condermm Lieutenants Stalkers, Scott, and Symes, for not putting Cheyt Sing to inſtam 
Death wheri the Attack was made on the Guard. | 

= > ++ ft; 22 r — 


(a) (4) ! Page Bge. | 73) Vide bite, bid 
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A. eats | it, and I believe it would ſave a great Deal of Trouble if the Reſt of my 


d afſembled not leſs than Four thouſand Men in the City, beſides the 
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and I now wait your Inſtructions and Reply to my Letter of the 21ſt. 
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« 'L hele were Circumſtances that required due Attention on my Part; and I do aſſure you, it 
did not appear poſſible to have continued that Guard an Hour longer, without an Attack from 
them; the Conſequence of which would, in-all Probability, have been a more ſerious Rebellion 
than that of Cheyt Sing's was, yet not, in any reſpect, fatal to this Detachment, for the Orders 1 
had given almoſt enſured Succeſs, in caſe of an Attack. 63 | 

« Situation and Circumſtances (viſible to every Perſon here) made it requiſite to withdraw the 
Guard the Moment the Begum requeſted it, unleſs my Orders for extirpating every Man in Arms 
had been clear and poſitive, and which, from the Tenour of your Letter, I never could expect to 
receive, as you ſay, © it is not worth proceeding to Extremities with fo reſpectable a Family, &c.” 
am very happy, the Thirty-third Regiment was here, and particularly ſo, that Major Buchannan 
commanded it, whoſe Length of Service and ſteady Conduct has met with general Applauſe— 
His Sentiments and mine coincided in every Particular. | 

„ I have now to anſwer your Letter of the giſt, wherein you diſapprove of my withdrawing 
the Guard; a Circumſtance that you imagine has cauſed the total Failure of this Buſineſs.—In 
Reply to which, give me Leave to obſerve, that the only Mode of paying 'the Balance, without 
going to Extremities, is, in my humble Opinion, by that Agreement to all Appearance made per- 
manent. | 2-97 

She has promiſed, in the moſt ſacred Manner, to deliver up the Caſh, Jewels, &c. that ſhe 
has in her Poſſeſſion, to make the ſame. | | ? 

« Should ſhe not ſtand to this Agreement, my Promiſe to her, of viſiting. the Elder Begum, is 
void, and ſhe of courſe becomes a State Priſoner in the Fort, where every Reſtraint that may be 
judged requiſite can be more eaſily enforced, than if ſhe was at the Elder Begum's in the City. 
I have now to requeſt, ſince you have diſapproved of the Agreement, which appeared to me the 
moſt eligible and ſecure, that you will draw up the Terms which are to be accepted of, and eyery 
Exertion in my Power ſhall be made to obtain them. We 

« I am, Dear Sir, 
„ Fyzabad, Your obedient humble Servant, . 
2d Auguſt 1782, (Signed) M. Gilpin,” 


To ſhew the Situation the Begums were in at this Time, and the Probability there 
was. of an Engagement, 5 | | 


2 2 the following Letters from the ſame Book; beginning at Page 80 of the 
E. ; . 
. & To Richard Johnſon Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. | 
cc ir, ö : | . 
- «6: The Situation of Affairs all Day Yeſterday was very precatious, ſo much ſo, that by the En- 
creaſe of Troops in the City, I every Moment expected the ſerious Scene to open. | 

« The Bhow Begum ſent no Meſſage all the Day, which confirmed me in Opinion ſhe meant an 
immediate Attack; and in conſequence I was prepared in every reſpec, and gave the neceſſary 
Inſtructions to every Poſt and Party. 1 

« Early in the Evening, the Bhow Begum ſent to requeſt I would ſend my Commandant to 
her, which I readily complied with, but told him to tell her, That aſſembling ſuch a numerous 
Force in the Town was needleſs; that I had given Orders, in caſe of a ſingle Shot from them, 
to enter the Palace, and put to Death every Man in Arms; that the Banaraſs Maſſacre was till 
freſh in the Minds of the Officers and Sepoys; and that, notwithſtanding the Orders I had given 
to ſpare Women and Children, I could not expect much Delicacy would be obſerved, if once 
they entered; I therefore recommended her to conſider the critical Situation, and come to 
Terms.” | | ek 

« She gave me every Aſſurance that ſhe wiſhed for Peace and Quietneſs, but inſinuated as 
much, as that ſhe was not abſolutely Miſtreſs of her own Conduct; and I have-Reaſon to ſuppoſe 
the Elder Begum was very deſirous and anxious to begin an Engagement; nay, I am convinced, 
by various corroborating Circumſtances, that ſhe was reſolutely bent, and firmly reſolved, to die 
as ſhe had lived, in a rebellious Blaze. 7 

« However, about 12 O Clock at Night the Bhow Begum agreed to give up every Thing ſhe 
had, to be diſpoſed of for the Payment of the Balance due, but that ſhe could not get at the 
Jewels and other valuable Goods, until the Arrival of the Priſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn; 
that as ſoon as they arrived the Things ſhould be depoſited. 


It is alſo, I believe, certain, that ſhe never will agree to any other Terms while ſhe remains 

under the Roof of the Elder Begum. 8 
Finding it was abſolutely impoſſible to keep much longer from a general Engagement, and 

not w—_ Orders to ſtorm the Palace, or diſarm the Troops (which, by the bye, would have been 


a bloody Scene) I accepted thoſe Terms, and withdrew the Guards, at the Requeſt of the Begum ; 


I have further to add, that ſhe has confirmed the Agreement by Letter this Mornin aſſuring 
me, be the Conſequences what they will, ſne has no other Mode of Payment; at the Time 
* expreſſes much Satisfaction that this diſagreeable Buſineſs is ſo near adjuſted. The 

cc 


(855 ) | 

« The Twenty-third Regiment has by. this been detained only One Day, as Major Buchannar 

could not poſſibly have mirched before the Twenty-fourth. He will now march from this the 

25th. | | 4; D 1 

110 J have the Honour to be, Sir, TOE 

« Fyzabad, | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 

23d July 1782, ' —-© Martin Gilpin, 
* | bi Major Commanding.“ 


1 To Major Martin Gilpin; commanding at Fyzabad. 

cc ir, ; 42899 p ö 4 
„ am honoured with your Letter of the 23d, and am much concerned that you did not wait 
the Anſwer to your Firſt Letter, before you withdrew the Reſtraint plated upon the Begum, with 
fo ſucceſsful an Appearance. You promiſed in your Letter of the 2 1ſt to hold what you had got, 
and ta remain as you were; had you abided by this Engagement, you would have found, by my 
ſubſequent private Letter, written the Day after my Reply to your Expreſs of the 21ſt, the 
certain Succeſs of the Plan which now is thrown Fx Fm. oF than ever; for, if I underſtand 


riſoners; whereas, before this laſt Effort on our Side (in which I do not learn that the ſame 
Station was occupied that was poſſeſſed on the.firſt Reſtraint upon the Palace Gate) the elder Begum 
offered One Lack in Part Payment, for only transferring the Priſoners ; and afterwards, upon ſur- 
rounding the Palace, the Bow Begum offered One Half of the Money down, and the Remainder in 
Goods (much preferable to the preſent Offer) which was refuſed, becauſe ſhe would give no Security 
for the Performance of her Offer, to obtain which you placed the Second Reſtraint z and have now 
withdrawn them upon leſs favourable Terms, and what we puſſeſſed in Hand from the Reſult of 
the Firſt Reſtraint, and this at a Time when you had double the Force, One Half of which might 
have ſcoured the Town of any armed Force it could contain, while the Remainder could ſcarcely 
fail of maintaining its Poſt uninterruptedly round the Palace. From the Steps of Compliance 
immediately adopted by the Begum in her Overtures to the Shroffs at Luckbow, it is ſelf-evident 
(in Addition to the Conviction of her Ability, and other Arguments hazarded in my laſt) that ſhe 
could never mean to attempt an Attack TI your Poſt.— But, dropping all uſeleſs Diſcuſſion 
upon what is paſt, and of courſe remedileſs, I muſt apply to her Offer through you, upon which 

ou have now withdrawn the Guard; it is this, That if I refuſed the former advantageous 
Tenders for Want of ſome Security, I ſtill more poſitively reject this, which is neither ſo advantageou 
and equally unaccompanied with the leaſt Shadow of Security, and burthened with a Demand of 
releaſing her Agents as ſoon as what ſhe may chuſe to depoſit ſhall be declared. This, as the 
Begum has dropped her Firſt Terms, I now refuſe to agree to, as I, ought to have done then, 
when propoſed as a Condition upon the Payment: I always ſaid, that if through their Means the 
Company's Balance could be liquidated, ir would give me an Opening to recommend them to 
Lenity, and an eaſy Diſcharge from the Crimes they ſtand accuſed of; but to ſtipulate ſuch an 
Exchange, would be indecent on my Behalf, a Circumſtance I had not before ſufficiently weighed, 
but which I have now an Opportunity to eſtabliſh, Upon the Whole, therefore, the following 1s 
the only Line for you to follow now: Firſt, to prohibit throughout the Town any armed Men ap- 

earing in the Streets; and after due Notice given, to order conſtant Patroles to execute it, and 
in caſe the Regulation is not ſpeedily and ſtriftly obeyed, to make Example of the Firſt Offenders ; 
next to eſtabliſh ſuch Poſts, at ſuch Diſtances as you ſhall deem practicable and tenable to a 
Certainty, round the Palace, through which whoever ſhall pleaſe may paſs, from the Palace, but 
none return within it. Thus gradually, Once more, for a Third Time, re-eſtabliſhing the Firſt 
Reſtraint, and remaining in that Poſition, whatever may be the Reſult of it (unleſs that if $ im- 
mediate full Payment or full Security, without Reſtrictions and Stipulations on our Side) until the 
Guards ſhall be ordered off. My Motive for ſubſcribing this ſlow and quiet Method is founded 
merely upon your Information of the violent Intention of the Elder Begum, which ſhe will have 
no Opportunity of carrying far by this Mode, as the Forces within the Palace cannot, or ought 
not, to be conſiderable, for the Reaſons aſſigned in my laſt, founded upon the neceſſary Precau- 
tions, that I cannot doubt has been obſerved, to prevent armed Men going into the Palace. 

„I ſhall have no Objection to transfer the Confinement of the Friess to your Camp at Fyza- 
bad, when the Begum may return to any Terms that can be accepted, as I know their Preſence there 
may be of Uſe, although I alſo know that their being here is great Subject of Alarm to the 
Bhow Begum. © 5 | Obes 1 
But I repeat, that ſhould you again be able to re-eſtabliſh yourſelf, as I hope, without any 
Struggle, which you muſt ſee, from this and my laſt, how much I wiſh to avoid, that you upon 
no Account withdraw until the Propoſals ſhall have been referred, and Time given for an An- 
. from hence, unleſs in the Caſe of full unconditional Submiſſion and Compliance from the 

gum. | 3 | p 97 
It is not rational to ſuppoſe that ſhe will long ſubmit to troubleſome Reſtraint, poſſeſſing the 
Means, as I know ſhe does, for releaſing herſelf; I therefore place great Reliance upon the Effect 
of yout fulfilling the Spirit of theſe Directions. The Letter muſt depend upon Circumſtances, and 
your own Diſcretion. 7 | s | 
Lucknow, « I have, &c. 


25th July 1782, signed) R. Johnſon.” 


our laſt, an + unlimited Amount are to be delivered up, with a poſitive Agreement to releaſe the. + Sic in Orig; 


| Sic in orig. 


4 Sic in Orig. 
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N « To Nath! Middleton, Eſquire. 

„ | TT IEG =T e 
1 have the Pleaſure to encloſe you Ten Bills of Exchange on the Bankers at Lucknow, amount - 
ing to Fifty thouſand Rupees, on account of the Balance due from the Bhow Begum, which I re- 

ceived from the Priſoners Bahar and Jewar Ally Cawn. | 
« Hoolaſs Roy is of Opinion that the Goods which I have received from the Bhow Be. 
gum are well worth Four Lacks of Rupees, even allowing that they ſell greatly under their 
alue. | | 
The Goods were to have left Fyzabad Today, but owing to a continued Rain I have delayed 


them until Choppers can be made for the Hackeries. 
„ have had a Paper War with the Elder Begum theſe Two Days; ſhe did promiſe to lend 


One Lack to be paid to me, how far I ſhall be able to ſucceed I cannot yet ſay; however, I am 


1 Sic in Orig. 


hopeful, even without her Aſſiſtance, that I ſhall get all together between Five and Six Lacks on Ac- 

count of this Balance, i ws = 3 Th f : 8 4 
„am under Promiſe to the m of viſiting Lucknow with ſuc | 

will, I hope, enſure the ſmall Balance that may remain, although the Elder Begum ſhould 

not aſſiſt. x 


: 4 I have the Honour to be, Sir, | * 
% Fyzabad, | Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 


+ 5th Septem' 1782. | (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 


Major Commanding.” 


me « 'To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
Sir, | | 

« I am honoured with your Letter of the 15th. As it is not poſſible I can liſten to any Terms 
for the Begums before the final Diſcharge of their conditional Agreement for 5 þ Locks, your com- 
ing here upon ſuch an Agency can only be Loſs of Time in completing the very of the Ba- 
lance of 6,55,000, for which your Regiment was ſent to Fyzabad z I muſt therefore deſire you will 
leave no Efforts, gentle or harſh, unattempted to complete this before you moye from Fyzabad, 
and I am very anxious that this ſhould be as ſoon as ug as I want to employ your Regiment 


upon other emergent Service, now ſuffering by every Delay. 
— 40 r $7 I ho. hs | 
17th September 1782. 8 (Signed) N. Middleton.“ 


« Nathaniel Middleton Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. n 
« Sir, 


a Imperfe&t Health for ſome Time paſt, with a Feveriſh Complaint, and violent Head Aches, 
encreaſing rather too faſt, made it abſolutely neceſſary for me to quit the unwholeſome Air of Fy- 


zzabad many Days ſooner than I either intended or was prepared for, as a Change of Air and Me- 


1 Sic in Orig · Application, ſhe has no Hopes of even þ borrowing a Sum equal to the Demand. 
| 4 1 | 


dical Aſſiſtance was now become neceſſary. 
<« I had the Pleaſure to receive your Letter of the 17th, ſince my Arrival here, the Dauk having 
miſſed me on the Road. I have to aſſure you there will be no Time loſt by my Journey to Luck- 
now, for I fancy the Balance that may remain, after the Sales of the Effe&s, will not be a Sub- 
ject Matter to detain the Regiment from the active Service you propoſe for it; and my Preſence, 
on this Occaſion, is alſo requiſite at Lucknow, to provide the neceſſary Stores for a Campaign. 
My Stay at Lucknow will be very ſhort, if my Health will admit of an immediate Return ; it is a 
Place I have neither Inclination to viſit, or Buſineſs to delay me long at. 
; | „ have the Honour to be, Sir, | 
&« Deriabad, Your moſt obedient humble Servan 
Septem* 2oth 1782. | (Signed) Martin Gilpin. 
% N. B. Lieut, Brown, with the Effects, marched from Fyzabad the 17th, and I hope he will 
arrive with you by the 2oth or 21ſt.” | 2 | 


A To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 
cc ir, 0 | 


The encloſed Letter from the Bhow Begum, is in Reply to yours which I delivered on my 
Return to this Place, | F 

« She obſerves to me, that her Situation is truly pitiable, her Eſtate ſequeſtered, her Treaſury 
ranſacked, her Cojahs Prifoners, and her Servants deſerting daily from her for Want of Subſiſtence. 
That ſhe has ſolicited the Loan of Money to ſatisfy the Demands of the Company from every Per- 
ſon that ſhe imagined would or could aſſiſt her with any: But the Opulent will not liften to her 


Adverſity. She did hope the Wardrobe that was ſent to Lucknow might have fold for at Jeaft 


One Half of the Company's Demands on her: But even Jewelry and Goods, ſhe finds (from woes 
ful Experience) loſes its Value the Moment it is known they came from her. 3 
« That ſhe has now ſolicited the Loan of Caſh from Almaſs Ally Cawn ; and if ſhe fails in this 


« She 


( 87 ) 
« She thanks you kindly for your. Friendſhip towards herz and hopes you will lay the Copies of 
thoſe original Letters, which I gave you to read, before the Honourable the Governor General and 
Supreme Council, to convince them that the Information they received reſpecting any rebellious 
Principles on her Part, at the Time of Cheyt Sing's, was wicked, and without Foundation, 1 
The above, Sir, is the Subſtance of Converſation, on her Part, to the urging Arguments 
which I have uſed to obtain the Balance. 


= 1 have the Honour to be, 
«© Camp at Fyzabad, | Sir, 
19th October 1782. Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | 
h | (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 
Major Commanding,” 


Read, the following Extract from Book D, already delivered in, beginning at 
Page 120 of the ſame. | | | 


; « To Major Gilpin. | 
% Dear Sir, Lucknow, 22d October 1782. 

« Encloſed I have ſent the Nabob's Bond to the Begum, as it may probably afford ſome 
Satisfaction to deliver it yourſelf. The Multiplicity of Buſineſs I have had upon my Hands for 
this ſome Time paſt, muſt plead my Apology for not having done it before. | 
I am, with Eſteem, 

: « Dear Sir, 
Your very obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) Nathaniel Middleton.“ 


« N. B. The above mentioned Bond of the Nabob Vizier's to the Begum for R' 82,000, was 
diſpatched by the Dauk from Lucknow to Major Martin Gilpin at Fyzabad, on the 22d October 


1782, by | 
| | (Signed) J. C. M. 
Read, the following Letters from the Minutes of the Evidence before a Com- 


mittee of the Whole Houſe of Commons, already delivered in, beginning at Page go 
of the ſame. 


« To John Briſtow Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 
« Sir, | | 

« Laſt Night, about Eight o'Clock, the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenana, under t 
Charge of Letaffut Ally Cawn, aſſembled on the Tops of the Buildings, crying in a moſt la- 
mentable Manner for Food ; that for the laſt Four Days they had got but a very ſcanty Allow- 
ance, and that Yeſterday they had got none, 

« The melancholy Cries of Famine are more eaſily imagined than deſcribed, and from their 
Repreſentations, I fear the Nabob's Agents for that Buſineſs are very inattentive; I therefore 
think it requiſite to make you acquainted with the Circumſtance, that his Excellency the Nabob 
may cauſe his Agents to be more citcumſpect in their Conduct towards theſe poor unhappy 
Women, * N ; = 

« have the Honour to be, | 
| | Sir 
« Fyzabad, | Your moſt obed: humble Serv*, 
zoth Octobꝭ 1782. (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 
| | : Major Comms,” 


« To Major Martin Gilpin, Commanding at Fyzabad. 
1 
4 have received your Letters of the 12th, 19th, 27th, and 3oth ultimo. t 
« I communicated the Contents of that of the goth to the Miniſter, who promiſed me to iſſue 
Orders for the Payment of a Sum of Money to relieve the Diſtreſs of the Khourd Mahl. I 
ſhall alſo forward a Bill for Ten Thouſand Rupees to you, in the Courſe of Three or Four Days; 
and if, in the mean Time, you may find Means to ſupply to the Amount of that Sum, I will 
become perſonally reſponſible ro you for the Re-payment. ET 
&« I ſhall anſwer the Begum's Letter, when I may be able to ſpeak with any Certainty on the 


Points relative to which the writes me. 1 hope to“ this alſo, in the Courſe of Three or Four * sic ia orig 


Days, and requeſt you will make my Reſpects, and inform her of my Intentions. 


« You will continue to act conformable to any Inſtructions occaſionally tranſmitted to you by | 
Mr. Middleton and Mr. Johnſon, | ; 
| have the Honour to be, 


Sir 
- 'Your's, wa? F John Briſtow, 
4th Novem 1782. 1 ohn Brutow, 
: , at the Viale's Court," 


F 


10 T 


| gul, the Aumil of Gonda, or „ or Agents he may appoint. 


( 898 ) 


« To John Briſtow Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. FS 


« Sir, | 2. 
„The repeated Cries of the Women in the Khourd Mahl Zenana, for Subfiſtence, has been 
truly melancholy. | 8 | ; GE 

« They beg moſt pitcouſly for Liberty, that they may earn their daily Bread by laborious Ser- 
vitude, or to be relieved from their Miſery by immediate Death. g 

In conſequence of their unhappy Situation, I have this Day taken the Liberty of drawing 
on-you in favour of Ramnarain, at Ten Days Sight, for Twenty Son Kerah Rupee Ten thou- 
ſand, which I have paid to Cojah Latafat Ally Cawn, under whoſe Charge that Zenana is. 
| ] have the Honour to be, | 

Sir, 

« Camp at Fyzabad, Your moſt obedt humble Servi, 

15 Novem 1782. | (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 
Major Command.“ 


To John Briſtow Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 
cc Sir, | 

« Before my Return to Fyzabad, the Bhow Begum had replied to his Excellency the Nabob 
Vizier's Letter; the Contents of which I imagine he would communicate to you. | 

The elder Begum I underſtand (from Report only) never intends to put Pen to Paper to him 
again, 

oy What Probability there may now be of ever receiving the Balance from the Begum, you, 

from her Letter to the Nabob, will be beſt able to judge; bur I am clearly of Opinion, that 
whilſt her Eunuchs, Behar and Jewar Ally Cawn, remain Priſoners, and the Battalions continue 
here with any Reſtraint on her, that ſhe will never agree to pay a further Sum on the Score 
required; and indeed it appears to me only recoverable by moderate Means. If the Priſoners 
were releaſed, and the Troops withdrawn from her, I fancy ſhe would, in a ſhort Period, enter 
into a Negcciation with you; and on certain Terms be induced to pay the Sum wanted. _ 

* Encloſed I ſend you the Copy of a Letter which I received this Morning from her. The 
Circumſtances of her Servants quitting her for Want of Subſiſtence, is very certain and public; 
and whether real or fictitious, I will not take upon me to determine; but I judge it neceſſary to 
make you acquainted with the Circumſtance, 

| | J have the Honour to be, &c. 

« Fyzabad, (signed) Martin Gilpin, 

18 Nov* 1782. Major Command.“ 


. * To Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
« Sir, | | | 
I do myſelf the Pleaſure to encloſe you a Duplicature of a Letter that will be delivered to you 
by Affrien Ally Cawn. As it may be ſome Days before he will arrive at Fyzabad, and the En- 
largement of the Begums Eunuchs has been reſolved upon, it appears neceſſary that it ſhould be 
delayed; you will therefore immediately releaſe Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, for 
whom, and the Begum, I ſhall ſend you Letters by To-morrow Night's Dawk. 

« You will, in the mean Time, continue your Solicitation for the Balance due to the Vizier; 
yo 4 you receive any Money on this Account, tranſmit it under a proper Eſcort to 

ucknow. | | 

„am happy to inform you, that the Begum is highly pleaſed with your Treatment of 
der d mo Eunuchs ; and I ſhall not fail, in my Letter, to expreſs che Senſe I entertain of your 

onduct. | - 

Lucknow, (signed) John Briſtow,” 

the 2d December 1782. : | 


1 Major Martin Gilpin, commanding at Fyzabad. 
ir, 
& 1 received your Letters of the 15th and 18th Ultimo. | | 
The Vizier having thought proper to expreſs his Pleaſure, that the Begum ſhould be relieved 
from the Reſtraints under which her Servants have been laid, I notify the ſame to you, and in- 
form you, there is no further Occaſion for the Services of the Troops under your Command ſta- 
tioned at Fyzabad. | 
Previous to your Departure, you will deliver over Charge of the Fort of Fyzabad to 
Auffreen Ally Cawn, or ſuch Perſon as he may appoint to receive it, and to whom ) 
alſo explain any other Matters neceſſary for his Information. You will releaſe the Begum's Eu- 
nuchs, Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, from Confinement, and you will deliver the Ar- 
tillery, Ammunition, and Stores under your Charge, belonging to the Vizier, to Lullmun Sho- 
"« You 


— 


( 899 ) 
Tou will oblige me by the Communication of any Particulars relative to the Tranſactions at 
Fyzabad, which you think will enable the Vizier to effect the Recovery of the Balance (till re- 
maining due on account of the Begum's Engagement, as 888 
« Permit me to convey to you his Excellency's Satisfaction at your Conduct in the Diſcharge 


of your Duty at Fyzabad. | | 

| (Signed) John Briſtow,” | 
«© Lucknow, | | | | 

the 2d Decem 1782. | 


10 « To John Briſtow Eſquire, Reſident at the Court at Lucknow, 
we. Ir, | «ity bs ; * | . 
% have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 2d inſtant, and in conſequence 
immediately enlarged the Priſoners Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn from their Confine- 
ment—a Circumſtance that gave the Begums and the City of Fyzabad in general the greateſt 
Satisfaction. 8 1 | | | | 
In Tears of Joy, Behar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn expreſſed their ſincere Acknow- 
ledgments to the Governor General, his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, and to you, Sir, for reſtor- 
ing them to that invaluable Bleſſing, Liberty, for which they would ever retain the moſt grateful 
Remembrance; and at their Requeſt I tranſmit you the incloſed Letters. en 
| « I have the Honour to . 
n | 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | | 
« Fyzabad, Ou wk (Signed) Martin Gilpin, 
5 December 1782. * | | Major Commands.” 


Copy of a Letter from Major Gilpin to Mr. Briſtow, 
« Dear Sir, EY 
«IT wiſh you had been preſent at the Enlargement of the Priſoners. The quivering Lips, with 
the Tears of Joy ſtealing down the poor Men's 'Cheeks, was a Scene truly affecting; and, as 
Triſtram Shandy juſtly obſerves, fit only for a Sentimental Traveller. 
If the Prayers of theſe poor Men will avail, you will, at the laſt Trump, be tranſlated to the 
happieſt Regions in Heaven. 8 
45 « T am, &c. | 
« Fyzabad, | | (Signed) M. Gilpin.” 
5 December 1782. | 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, that they would next read 
the Paper of Intelligence, which had been authenticated by Mr. Holt, in his Evidence 
at the Bar, (a) relative to the miſerable Situation of thoſe Women, which they meant 
to bring home to Mr. Haſtings. | 


Read, from Book 73, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 17th February 1784, beginning at Page 28 of the ſame Book. 


Fort William, the 19th February 1784. 
it « At a Council; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
7 wi Edward Wheler, and Eſquires. 
wn John Stables, 
Mr. Macpherſon abſent from the Preſidency for the Benefit of his Health, 


« The following Letter and its Encloſures' were received from Mr. Briſtow, on the 8th inſtant, 
and circulated. | * 


4 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, . 
<« have the Honour to forward, for your further Information, the Encloſure N* 3, It con- 
tains a Relation of the Hardſhips endured by the Ladies of the late Vizier's Zenana. 
8 | "1 « T have the Honour, &c. 
*© Lucknow, . | (Signed) John Briſtow, 
29th January 1784. | Reſt at the Vizier's Court.“ 


_ « Tranſlation of a Paper of Intelligence from Fyzabad. 

« The Ladies, their Attendants and Servants, were ſtill as clamorous as laſt Night; Lataffit the 
Daroga went to them and remonſtrated with them on the Impropriety of their Conduct, at the 
lame Time aſſuring them, chat in a few Days all their Allowances would be paid; and ſhould 
— — — — — — — 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 397 and 399. 


that 


( 900. ) 

that not be the Caſe, he wou'd advance them Ten Days Subſiſtence, upon Condition that they 
returned to their Habitations. None of them, however, conſented to his Propoſal, but were til 1 
intent upon making their Eſcape through the Bazar, and in conſequence formed themſelves in the 
following Order, —the Children in the Front, behind them the Ladies of the Seraglio, and be- 
hind them again their Attendants; but their Intentlons were fruſtrated by the Oppoſition which 
they met with from Lataffit's Sepoys, | | | 

« The next Day Lataffit went Twice to the Women, and uſed his Endeavours to make them 
return into the Zenana, promiſing to advance them 10,000 Rupees, which, upon the Money 
being paid down, they agreed to comply with, but Night coming on, nothing tranſpired. * 

« On the Day following, their Clamours were more violent than uſual, Lataffit went 
to confer with them on the Buſineſs of yeſterday, offering the ſame Terms; depending 
upon the Fidelity of his . Promiſes, they conſented to return to their Apartments, which they 
accordingly did, except Two or Three of the Ladies, and moſt of their Attendants, 
Lataffit then went to Hoſhmund Ally Cawn to conſult with him about what Means they 
ſhould take; they came to a Reſolution of driving them in by Force, and gave Orders 
to their. Sepoys to beat any one of the Women who ſhould attempt to move forward. The 
Sepoys accordingly aſſembled, and each one being provided with a Bludgeon, they drove 
them, by Dint of Beating, into the Zenana; the Women, ſeeing the Treachery of Latafir, pro- 
ceeded to throw Stones and Bricks at the Sepoys, and again attempted to get out; but, findin 
that impoſſible, from the Gates being ſhut, they kept up a continual Diſcharge till about Twelve 
o*'Clock, when, finding their Situation deſperate, they returned into the Rung Mahl, and forced 
their Way from thence into the Palace, and diſperſed themſelves about the Houſe and Gardens, 
After this, they. were deſirous of getting into the Begum's Apartments; but ſhe, being apprized 
of their Intentions, ordered the Doors to be ſhut. In the mean Time, Latafit Hoſhmund Ally 
Cawn poſted Juſtices to ſecure the Gates of the Leſſer Mahl. During the Whole of this Conflict, 
the Ladies and Women remained expoſed to the View of the Sepoys. The Begum then ſent for 
Latafit and Hoſhmund Ally Cawn, whom ſhe ſeverely reprimanded, and inſiſted upon knowing the 
Cauſe of this infamous Behaviour, They pleaded, in their Defence, the Impoſſibility of helping 
it, as the Treatment the Women had met with, had only been conformable, to his Excellency. the 
Vizier's Orders. The Begum alledged, that even admitting that the, Nabob had given theſe 
Orders, they were by no Means authorized in this Manner to diſgrace the Family of Sujah Dow- 
lah, and ſhould they not receive their Allowances for a Day or Two, it could be of no great 
moment ; what had paſſed was now at an End, but that the Vizier ſhould certainly be acquainted 
with the Whole of the Affair, and that whatever he directed, ſhe ſhould implicitly comply with. 
The Begum then ſent for Two of the Children who were wounded in the Affray of laſt Night, and 
after endeavouring to ſooth them, ſhe ſent again to Latafit and Hoſmund Ally Cawn, and in the 
Preſence of the Children, again expreſſed. her Diſapprobation of their Conduct, and the Impro- 
bability of Aſoph ul Dowlah's ſuffering the Ladies and Children of Sujah Dowlah to be diſgraced, 
by being expoſed ro the View of the Sepoys ; upon which Latafit produced the Letter from the 
Nabob, repreſenting, that he was amenable only to the Order of his Excellency, and that whatever 
he ordered, it was his Duty to obey, and that had the Ladies thought proper to have retired 
quietly into their Apartments, he would -not have uſed the Means he had taken, to compel them. 
The Begum again obſerved, that what had paſſed was now over. ,She rhen gave the Children 400 
Rupees, and diſmiſſed them, and ſent Word by Sumrud and the other. Eunuchs, that if the 
Ladies would peaceably retire to their Apartments, Latafit would ſupply them with 3 or 4,000 
Rupees for their preſent Expences, and recommended to them not to incur any further Diſgrace ; 
and that if they did not think proper to act agreeable to her Directions, they would do wrong. 
The Ladies followed her Advice, and about 10 at Night went back into the Zenana. The next 
Morning the Begum waited upon the Mother of Sujah Dowlah, and related to her all the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Diſturbance. The Mother of Sujah Dowlah returned for Anſwer, that after 
there being no Accounts kept by Crores of Revenue, ſhe was not ſurpriſed that the Family of 
Sujah Dowlah, in their Endeavours to procure Subſiſtence, ſhould be obliged to expoſe dente 
to the meaneſt of People. After bewailing their Misfortunes, and ſhedding many Tears, the 
Begum took her leave and returned home. and 502 | 


A true Tratiſlation, rid 
(Signed) Neob Holt, 
Aſſt to the Reſident.” (a) 


Read, from Book 85, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
Mr. Briſtow to the Board, in a Conſultation of the 3d March 1783, beginning at Page 
253 of the ſame Book. : | r 


* 18 4 "a : 1 


„ F 2 
A th. MM. 7 


— — „ 


(a) Vide Appendix, N LXXX V. 


( 90x ) 
wes 3:9) “ Fort William, 3d March 178. 
e & At a Council; Preſent, N 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief, 
Edward Wheler, | | 
John Macpherſon; | Eſquires. 
John Stables, f 


« Major Gilpin, with One Battalion, has been ſtationed at Fyzabad for the Purpoſe of ſup- 
porting the Vizier's Claim _— the Begum, for the Recovery of his Patrimony, depoſited in her 
Charge.—l1 applied to the Vizier immediately upon my Arrival, for his Conſent to withdraw this 
Battalion, ſeeing little Prabability ® that violent Meaſures would effect my further Payments, —T' * Sic in Orig. 

poſed to him to truſt to her Generoſity for the Liquidation of the Balance, which was about 
Five Lacks. —The Vizier would not at that Time acquieſce in my Propoſal ; but, determined on 
making One more Effort, previous to leaving it in her Diſcretion to prolong the Term of Pay- 
ment; his Excellency , accordingly addreſſed a Letter to the Begum, conveying his Senſe of her 
evading the Performance of her Engagements in very harſh Terms, and threatening, in caſe of 
Non-compliance with them, that her Eunuchs ſhould continue in Confinement, and Means be 
taken to recover the Money from her, as the Company would never be ſatisfied without it. The 
Begum, in Reply, repreſented her Inability, having paid away all the Treaſure ever entruſted to 
her Charge by the late Vizier ; but if the Eunuchs were enlarged, ſhe might, with their Aſſiſtance, 
be enabled to raiſe the Money upon Credit. On his Excellency's receiving this Anſwer, I renewed 
my Solicitations for Permiſſion to withdraw the Battalion, reſting the Matter upon the Begum's 
Promiſe of diſcharging the Balance when her Eunuchs ſhould be releaſed. —I was induced to this 
Meaſure by the Repreſentations of Major Gilpin, who had been employed in the Buſineſs from the 
Commencement. His Opinion, —_— that every practicable coercive Exertion had been uſed, 
I beg leave to ſubmit to you in the encloſed Copy of his Letter to me on the Subject.— The Vizier 
at Length acquieſced in the Battalion's being withdrawn, for which I was the more anxious, 
as your Inſtructions to me diſapprove of Detachments, and the State of Affairs requires the Ap- 
pearance of a formidable Force on the Frontiers, THe 
Lucknow, (Signed at the End) „ John Briſtow, 
the 1ſt December 1782. Reſident at the Vizier's Court.“ (a) 


To prove that Mr. Haſtings withheld the Communications contained in the above 
Letter, for Three Months, from the Board, 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th of 
Book 80, already delivered in, beginning at Page 658 of the fame. 


| Fort William, the 12th May 1983. 
« At a Council; Preſent, 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
Edward Wheler, . 


John Macpherſon, \Egquires, 


« The Governor General lays before the Board, the following Letters from Mr. Briſtow 
to him, dated 12th December, and Incloſures 3oth December, 4th and 31ſt of March, and 8th 
April. 

10 The Battalion at Fyzabad is recalled; and my Letter to the Board of the iſt inſtant has ex- 
plained my Conduct to the Begum. The Letter I addreſſed her, a Tranſlation of which I beg leave 

to encloſe (Ne 2), was with a View of convincing her that you readily aſſented to her being freed 
from the Reſtraints which had been impoſed upon her, and that your Acquieſcence in her Suffer- 
ings was a Meaſure of Neceſſity, to which you were forced by her extraordinary Conduct. I wiſhed 
to make it appear this was a Matter on which you dire&ed me to conſult the Vizier's Pleaſure, that 
it might be known you- were the Spring from whence ſhe was reſtored to her Dignity and Conſe- 
quence (6), ; 

| (Signed at the End) . 
John Briſtow, 

RNeſident at the Vizier's Court.” 

Read, alſo, the following Extract from the Appendix to the ſame Conſultation, be- 

ginning at Page 471 of the ſame Book. | eb FA; 3 5 


« Appendix to Conſultation, 12th May 1783. 
« Tranſlation of Letter from Mr. Briſtow to the Begum. 


« I have had the Honour to receive your Letters, —Whereas the Proſperity and Welfare of the 
Vizier's Affairs are the earneſt Wiſh of the Governor General, I have, in obedience to my In- 


Go) Vide Appendix, N IXXXVI. 


May 1783, from 


() Vide Appendix, Ne LVIII. 
n | 


ſtructions, 


- 


( 902 ) 


ſtructions, repreſented: to his Excellency, that I ſhall conform to his Pleaſure in whatever he might 
think proper to direct. I am happy to convey his Commands, that Major Gilpin ſhall, on the 
Arrival ot Affrien Ally Cawn, march from Fyzabad, and immediately releaſe Bahar Ally Cawn 
and Soakur Ally Cawn. This Meaſure affords me the greater Pleaſure, as I am perſuaded, from 
the kind Expreſſions in your Letters, of the Regard you entertain for the Vizier, being dearer to 
you than Life, that you will in future conſult and cheriſh his Intereſts. | 
It is probable the Vizier would have continued. the Reſtraints upon your Excellency, if the 
Governor General had not, out of Reſpect for the Ties, which bind you, and from a natural Be- 
nevolence of Diſpoſition, given his Aſſent. The ſtrict Alliance ſubſiſting between the Governor 
General and the Vizier will ever render an Union of Councils and Meaſures the Line of Conduct 
of both Governments. And it is a moſt pleaſing Circumſtance to me, to convey the Governor 
General's Approbation of the Reſtoration. cf your Excellency to the Dignity and Conſequence to 
which your high Rank and Birth juſtly entitle you. | 
] beg leave to return my Thanks for the Senſe you expreſs of the becoming Conduct of Major 
Gilpin in the Execution. of his Duty. | 
« Permit me to remind your Excellency, that there is ſtill a Balance of above Five Lacs due, on 
account of your Engagements; and as you promiſed, immediately on the Enlargement of your 
Eunuchs, to pay that Sum, I hope you will excuſe my Solicitations and Aſſurances, that by a 
Compliance you will render a. Service both to the Vizier and the Company, whoſe Affairs at pre- 
ſent require the Aſſiſtance of every pecuniary Aid. . 
(A true Tranſlation.) 
(A true Copy.) (Signed) Rob* Gregory, 
« E. Hay, | | Aſſiſtant at the Vizier's Court.” (a) 
% Actꝭ Sec? to the Secret Dept. | 


The Managers for the Commons defired Mr. Hudſon might be called in. 
Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in, and aſked; ; 


Q When did theſe Two Letters firſt appear upon the Conſultations? Have you looked over 
the Conſultations before the 3d of March, to ſee whether it has ever appeared before ? | 

A. I believe, the firſt Time it appears is upon the 3d March 1783. The Letter juſt now read 
is on the Conſultation of the 12th May 1783. | 


Q. You have read over the Conſultations before that Time? 
A. I have. 


2 — you ſpeak negatively, that before that Time it does not appear upon the Con- 
ſultations 
A. It does not. BY | 


Q. (Croſs examined. Whether the Letters are uſually entered upon the Conſultations immediately 
upon the Receipt of them, or whether they are not entered til} ſome Conſideration is taken upon 
them? Do you know, what the Courſe is of doing Buſineſs at Calcutta, as to entering Letters? 

A. I cannot ſpeak with any Certainty, as to the Proceedings at Calcutta; I can only obſerve how 
they are entered upon the Proceedings, they vary often, appear ſome Time after the Date of 
them. | 


Q. Therefore all you ſpeak to, is the Fact of their Appearance upon the Proceedings ; but the 


Courſe of Buſineſs you know nothing of? 
A. No. | 


Q. Does it appear to you, from obſerving the Courſe of Buſineſs as done at Calcutta, that Letters 
frequently appear to have been received, and to have been in the Poſſeſſion of the Government, be- 
fore they are entered upon the Conſultation Minutes ? 

A. Very frequently. | 

Q.: At all Times; not particularly during Mr. Haſtings's Government? 

A. I ſpeak in general. | 


Whether the Letter containing the Incloſures in queſtion, is addreſſed to the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council, or to Mr. Haftings perſonally. 
A. The laſt Letter read begins, Honourable Sir. 


Q: Is that the Style of Addreſs where a Letter is addreſſed to Mr. Haſtings perſonally, or where 
addreſſed to him as Governor General ? 
A. As Governor General. 


Q. It was not with reſpect to that Letter, but the Letter containing that Paper with the Account 
of the Diſtreſſes of the Khourd Mhal ? | 


—__ — 


(a) Vide Appendix, N'. LVUI, and N LXXXVII. 


A. The 


f 
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A; The Letter tranſmitting the Paper about the Khourd Mhal, from Mr. Briſtow, begins, Ho- 
nourable Sir, and Gentlemen; “ the. Date of Mr. Briſtow's Letter is the 29th of January 1784. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that as the Counſel for the Defendant had 
endeavoured to eſtabliſh, that it was not uſual to enter Letters upon a Conſultation, till 
ſome Act was done upon thoſe Letters; they would now ſhew, that in this Caſe the Act 
was done relating to the Subject Matter of this Letter, while the Letter was withheld ; | 
and that it was produced after the Orders were given. 5 


Read, from Book 80, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 12th of May 1783, beginning at Page 634 of the ſame. | | 


« The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letters from Mr. Briſtow to him, 
dated the 12th December, and Incloſures, 3oth December, 4th and 31 March, and 8th April.“ . 


The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next prove, that 
in conſequence of Mr. Haſtings having withheld from the Board his Knowledge that 
the Begum's Miniſters were releaſed, and alſo the Communication from Mr. Briſtow, 
of the Letter he had written to the Begum, informing her of it, the Board were 
induced to write to the Reſident, as if ignorant of thoſe Circumſtances. 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 3d March 1783, from Book 
85, already delivered in, beginning at Page 304 of the ſame. 


« Fort William, 3d March 1783. 
| „ At a Council; Preſent, | 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; Secret Dep, 
General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief; | 3d March. 
Edward Wheler, f | | | 
John Macpherſon, Eſquires. 
John Stables, 


« Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Mir. Briſtow. 
8 « To Mr. John Briſtow. | 
cc ir, %\” | 
Having received, and taken into our Conſideration, the following Letters from you, we ſhall 
now tranſmit you our Sentiments and Orders upon them. e 


23d November, ad January, 

iſt December, n 
11th D* 3 24th D*- 
19th D' Two Letters, 29th D- 
20th D® zoth De. 
zoth Do | 


« We deſire you will inform us of any, and what, Means have been taken for recovering the 
Balance due from the Begum at Fyzabad; and, if neceſſary, that you recommend it to the Vizir 
to enforce the moſt effectual Means for that Purpoſe, 


« Fort William, 3d March 1783. « We are, &c. 


« (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
(Signed) Eyre Coote, 
(Signed) Edward Wheler, 
(Signed) John Macpherſon, 
(Signed) John Stables,” 

« Warren Haſtings, 
| | Edward Wheler, 
| | = Macpherſon, 
ohn Stables (a). - 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next read Mr. Briſtow's An- 
ſwer to this Letter of the Board of the 3d of March 1783. | 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 23d June 1783, from 
Book 82, already delivered in, beginning at Page 550 of the ſame Book. 


ct 


— 


1 — 


(%) Vide Appendix, N* LXXXVI, 
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| 


Secret Dept. 
Monday. 
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« Fort William, 23dJune 17863. 
& At a Council; Preſent, n 5 
Edward Wheeler, TIT | 
; John Macpherſon, * Eſquires. 
The Governor General indiſpoſed on the River: 
Mr. Stables ablent. © 


e Letter from Mr. Briſtow to the Board, dated Lucknow, 3ſt March 1783. 


%% Honourable Sir, and Sirs, | NL 

« I have delayed replying to your Commands of the 3d inſtant, regarding the Means taken 
to realize the Balance due from the Begum, in Hopes that I might tranſmit you favourable Ac- 
counts of it. Before the Recall of Major Gilpin, ſhe promiſed Payment; and ſince that Time, 
ſhe has uniformly profeſſed an Inability, unleſs her Jaghyre be relinquiſhed. In my Addreſs of 
the iſt December, I repreſented to your Honourable Board, that every practicable coercive Exer- 
tion had been uſed in Support of my Repreſentations. I ſubmitted to your Conſideration, the 
Copy of Major Gilpin's Letter to me on the Subject. The Begum complains, that having no 
Penſion or Jaghire, ſhe now ſubſiſts her Family and herſelf with the greateſt Difficulty and 
ſhould the Vizier perſiſt in withholding every Allowance from her, ſhe will be diſtreſſed for the 
Neceſſaries of Life, | : 34 i | Tha " 3 | 

« The above is the Subſtance of the Begum's Reaſons for her Refuſal, as they have been com- 
municated to me both . verbally and by Letter. I am of Opinion, however, from every Informa- 
tion I can obtain, that ſhe has the Means of ſatisfying the Honourable Company's Demands,—but 
ſeeing little Proſpect of a Jaghyre or Penſion, ſhe truſts to her Hoards for Support, and would 
ſuffer the ſevereſt Reſtraint ſooner than comply. Previous to my Arrival, her Eunuchs were 
kept for many Months in Confinement, and led out to _— Puniſhment, Guards were alſo put 
upon her Houſe to prevent the Treaſure from being carried away. Theſe Meaſures failed, and you 
have before you the Opinions given by Major Gilpin, the Officer who commanded the Troops, that 
&« all that Force could do has been done.” MFxMiddleton thought it very practicable to recover the 
Money from the Begum, by continuing the Reſtraints; and though I differ from that Gentleman in 
my Sentiments, yet I think it my Duty to tranſmit the Extract of his Letter to me upon the Subject, 
that every Information in my Power may be preſented for your Deciſion. The Articles mentioned by 
Mr. Middleton I received on taking Charge of the Office. They conſiſted of Eight Elephants, and 
various Sorts of Goods, valued by the Begum at Three Lacks. For the Goods, the Merchants of 
Lucknow offered me Eighty-one thouſand Rupees. A great Part were damaged, ' owing to the 
long Time they had been kept in the Godouns at Fyzabad. I refuſed to ſell them, until I ob- 
tained the Begum's Conſent, which ſhe granted me, after a Correſpondence of Three Months ; in 
the Courſe of which I repeatedly ſolicited her to receive them back. They were in ſo bad a State, 
that I was obliged to give the Purchaſer Six Months Credit. This Bargain I even concluded with 
Difficulty. There was no Mode of diſpoſing of the Elephants, except to the Nabob, who bought 
them at Fifteen hundred Rupees an Elephant. | 

J have, in compliance with your Orders, applied to his Excellency to call upon the Begum 
to pay the Balance of the Account without further Delay, and inform her that no Excuſes can be 
admitted, ſhe will certainly evade, and probably refuſe, If you ultimately determine on enforcing 
the Payment, I ſhall be under the Neceſſity of applying to Colonel Morgan for Military Aid. 


Lucknow, I have the Honour to be, &c. 
31ſt March 1783. | (Signed) John Briſtow, | 
3 Reſident at the Vizier's Court.“ 


Then MAJOR GILPIN was again called in. 


Q. Whether you ever ſaw or heard of the Treaty between Mr. Middleton and the Elder Be- 
gum, by which a Proviſion for the Women and Children in the Khourd Mhal, was guaranteed by 


the Eaſt India * ? 
A. I never ſaw any ſuch Treaty, nor did I ever hear of it, until I heard of it in this Houſe. 


Q. Have you any Knowledge of the Aſſignment of the Forty thouſand Rupees, for the Main- 
tenance of the Khourd Mhal, or have you it only from Hearlſay ? — 
A. I had it from Lataffit Ali Khan, who received it from the Foujdar of Sultanpore. 


Q Do you know, whether that Diſtrict of Sultanpore had been ſeized or mortgaged by Mr. 
Middleton ? | | | | 

A. I do not. | | . 

Q. What Circumſtances led you to make this Diſtinction between Sahlone and Sultanpore, and 
to correct your Evidence of Yeſterday, in that Reſpet? _ | A 

A. An Error in the Anſwer, nothing elſe ; juſt a Miſtake of the Two Words; I had very near 
fallen into the ſame Error this Moment. 4 | 


( 905). 
What did you coneeive the Age of the Elder Begum to be ©. 
2 I do not know, but I ſuppoſe ſhe was about Eighty. 


Q. Had you an Opportunity, while you was at Fyzabad, of knowing the general Charader ok 
theie "rp or of oblerving Inſtances of their Diſaffection, or Attachment to the Britiſh Govern- 
ment? | | | 7 


A. By the Converſation, that I have had with the Natives of that Place only, 
AE From thoſe Canverſations, what is your Opinion with reſpe& to the Conduct and Character 
or tne | 


Bow Begum, and of her Diſpoſition with regard to the Engliſh Government ? | 
A. I had a ſtrong Suppoſition, from the Papers produced to me, the Letters of Colonel Han- 
| nay and Captain Gordon, that from theſe Circumſtances ſhe appeared innocent: It was upon thoſe 


Letters that I grounded my Sentiments of her Innocence. 


Q. Do you not, from all the Circumſtances you adverted to, at the Time, in forming your Judge- 
ment, and according to your preſent Belief, entirely acquit the Bow Begum of any Diſaffedtion to 
our Government? | . e | 

A. Ir is impoſſible for me to aſcertain that, upon my Oath; I gave my Opinion in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, that I acquitted her from thoſe Circumſtances z thoſe were the Grounds upon which I form- 
ed my Ideas; and your Lordſhips will be beſt able to judge, whether I am right or not. 
= from your Converſation with the Natives, and others, what Judgement did you 


A. The Natives at Fyzabad were all in her Intereſt ; and, from the general Converſations I had 
with them, they declared ſhe was innocent: I could not confute it. 


| Then the following Queſtion and Anſwer were read to the Witneſs from his Evi- 


dence in the Houſe of Commons, before a Committee of the whole Houſe 
there. | 8 | 


« Q. Had any Opportunity of knowing the Characters of the Begums, and whether 
they were diſaffected to our Government? | 

« A, I had a very Opportunity of knowing, from the Circumſtance of my having command- 
ed fo long there. The elder Begum, it was generally underſtood, and I have Reaſon to believe, 
was diſaffected to our Government z and my Sentiments of her Conduct ſtand recorded in my Cor- 
reſpondence to the Court of Lucknow to that Effect: But with reſpe& to the Bow Begum, I ac- 
quit her entirely of any Diſaffection to our Government, fo far as comes to my Know. Ap- 
pearances were for ſome Time againſt her; but -on cool deliberate Enquiry, I found there was no 
Grounds, for ſuppoſing her guilty of any rebellious Principles, at the Time of Cheit Sing's Re- 
bellion.“ | | ; 


Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſs : 


Q. Whether that, according to your Belief, is not your preſent Opinion? 

A. I think I have anſwered that very fully; that it was upon thoſe very Principles that I did 
form an Opinion ot her Innocence ; how far they are juſtifiable or right, I will not take upon me 
to ſay upon Oath ; there was no one Circumſtance that came to my Knowledge, during my Reſi- 
dence at Fyzabad, or my Reſidence in India, that I would wiſh to withhold from your Lord- 
ſhips. | 

Q. You ſtate here upon cool, deliberate Enquiry ; what was that cool, deliberate Enquiry ? 
A. That cool, deliberate Enquiry, was the Converſations I had with the Miniſters and the People 
of Fyzabad, and the Letters from herſelf, expreſſing her Innocence; and it appeared to me from 
thoſe Letters, that ſhe really was our Friend and Ally. | | 


Q: You have ſtated, that you conceived the Engliſh had no Right or Authority whatever to in- 
terfere or meddle in any Reſpect with the Khourd Mhal; whether you do not know, that it was by 
Orders from the Britiſh Government, that the Khourd Mhal was ſurrounded by Soldiers, and that 
the Women were confined or ſearched as they came out of it? 


A. I beg to know what Time is alluded to; whether during my Command, or not? 


Q. Not during your Command ? | 

A. If it was I left Fyzabad, I cannot aſcertain. I only ſpeak to Circumſtances while I 
had the Command. ; | | ä 

Q. Was not the ſame Guard ſtationed in your Time that was ſtationed in Captain Jaques's 
Time? ; | | | | 

A. There was: But I underſtood it was a Matter that happened after I left that Country. 

Q. Whether the Guards, that wee pleced cound the Khoved Mahi, wore not place under. the 
Authority of the Britiſh Government Yo | 1855 
A. I undoubtedly placed Guards there, and gave Orders to the Sepoys. 


10 X | Q. The 


Q. The Khourd Mhal was within — ſame Circle of the Gatden 3 as * — i 
A. Yes; it was. + 70 m IA 


Much Pains have been taken to draw an Anſwer from you, which is ſuppoſed to coun. 
tenance the Belief, that the Engliſh Government never interfered with reſpect to the Khourd Mahl ? 
A. I drew that Concluſion from the Nabob's Letter to me, who was very * with my inter- 


fering at all. 


That was for relieving their Neceſſities ? 
A: Yes. 


. To whom did you tranſmit the Complaints of the diſtreſſed Sicuaticn of ” Women in 


the Khourd Mahl ? 
A. To Mr. Briſtow, the Reſident at the Court at Lucknow. 


2 Did not you draw upon the Britiſh Reſident for Money? 
. I did; and Yeſterday delivered in the Reteipts. 


& Deſcribe the Situation in which the Khourd Mahl and the Zenana were? ; 

A. The Khourd Mahl was on one Side of a very ſpacious Garden, and the Begum's Palace 
was on the other, at a conſiderable Diſtance; I cannot ſay exactly how wide it was, * there 
was no kind of Connection whatever between the Two. 


Qi as there any Reſtraint put upon the Khourd Mahl peculiarly ? 

one by me; in conſequence of what Captain Jaques had dons, in ſearching the Doolies 
as they came out, I continued that in like — but I never knew any Thing that was found 

in any one of the Doolies. 


Q. Bur there was a Guard ſurrounded the Khourd Mahl, and ſearched every Body that 
came out 

A. The Guard had nothing to do with the ſearching the Women that came out of it; there 
was a Woman appropriated for that Service diſtinctly ; the Guards that were round the Khourd 
Mahl, were round the whole Palace, the whole Fort, and the whole City; nay, I had ſome ſmall 
Guards extended as far as Sujah ul Dowlah's Burying Place, and ſome few Miles out of the 
Town; ſo that, in fact, the whole City was ſurrounded by the Britiſh Troops. 


Q. YA Lord.) Could the Guards have been placed round the Zenana, ſo as to effect a 
Reſtraint upon the Palace, without alſo making a Conſtraint upon the Khourd Mahl? 

A. As well as I can recollect, the Orders given to the Centinels were, to prevent any Men from 
having any Intercourſe with them, as is uſual in that Country to do where Women are kept; I 
believe that was the Tenor of the Orders; it was not to * any Reſtraint upon the Ladies 


at all. 


Q. Whether it would be poſſible, by that "tn to conſtrain the one without IE 


other ? 
A. Is it meant the Guard over the Begum's Palace ? 


Q. Tes. 
A. That was within the City of F yzabad, and the Khourd Mahl! is within the Citadel. 


. The Zenana I take to be within the ſame Diſtrict as the Khourd Mahl? 
A: The ſame, only there is a wide Garden between them; that is all. 


Whether it would have been poſſible to have eſtabliſhed a Guard upon the Zenana which 
would not have operated as a Conſtraint upon the Khourd Mahl alſo ? 

A. The Palace of Fyzabad, 'which I ſurrounded, is a Fort within itſelf, within that, is the Zens 
na; I was within the Palace with the main Body of the Troops ; the Elder Begum's Palace is with- 
out that, it is'in the City, more properly ſpeaking, at ſome Diſtance from the Gates s | ſuppoſe near 
a Quarter of a Mile from the Khourd Mahl and Zenana. 


Q. _ you place Guards at the _— of the Elder Begum's Palace ? | 
A. Yes. | | 


. Did not the Elder Begum 7 25 to deſtroy herſelf, if any Offer was made to remove ber by 
Force from F yzabad ? 
A. She did. 


Was not the Object of that Threat to remove hers to induce her to make a Diſcovery where 
the Preafure was concealed ? 
A. I believe it was. 


Q. Whether you were able to guard the Principal 1 —2 guarding the Kkourd " 
or the Reverſe ? | | 5 
A. There were Guards placed about the Whole. 


1 5 Q. Whether 


(( 907 : 


Q "Whither yoo" could guard one of thoſe Zenanas, without guarding the other? Whether the 
Guard that Was placed upon the Zenana could have been kept there, ſo as to be a Conſtraint upon 
the Zenana, without being alſo a Conſtraint upon the Khourd Mahl ? 


A. I do not ſee there was any Conſtraint by our r Gund, upon the one, more than upon the 


other. 


$148 | 


Q. Whether there was a free Paſſa age from the Zenana to the Khourd Mahl, and ſo vice verſa 
from the Khourd Mahl to the Zenana 
A. They might have paſſed freely. | 1 


Q Whether by thoſe Means the Treaſure and valuable Effects might not, by ſuch a Commu- 
nication, have paſſed from the Zenana without the Walls of che Fer through the Khourd 


Mahl? 
A. No; I do not believe they could without the Centinel ſeeing then: 


4 , 


ma: But the Treaſures being conveyed, ſuch as were portable, from the Zenana to the Khourd 
tight they not, if there had not been a Guard placed there, have been conveyed entirely 


out of the Palace and the Zenana ? 
A. They clearly might. 


9 om a Lord.) You ſay, the Revenues of Saleanpote were never ſeized upon, that you know 
of; 1 ſuppoſe, therefore, they were left to the Management of the Foujdars ? Can you aſſign any 
Reaſon why the Revenues were not tranſmitted as uſual from the Foujdar, for the Uſe of the 
Khourd Mahl ? | 

A. I do not Know. 


22 Do you know whether the Surplus of the Revenue ariſing from the Diſtrict of 888 
beyond the 40, ooo Rupees, n allotted to the Khourd Mahl, was 2225 to the Nabob, or 
what became of it? | 

A. I do not. 


1% If you had received Orders to guard ſtrictly the Zenana, and leave the Khourd Mahl wir 
whether you, as a profeſſional Man, think you could have executed thoſe Orders ? 
A. To keep it perfectly free? 


If you had received Orders to keep a ſtrict Guard _ the Zenana, and to leave the 
Khourd Mahl perfectly open and free, was It poſſible, in a Military Way, to execute. thoſe Or- 


ders ? 
A. It would have been waving one Side of the Palace without any Centinel or Guard at all, 


Q. Would it have been conſiſtent with the 7445 of the Country, to have ſtationed Centinels be- 
tween the Zenana and the Khourd Mahl, in the Garden? 


A. I believe there always were Centinels poſted there, even in the Life. time of Sujah Dowlah: 


Q. Then how am I to underſtand, that that would have left that Part of the Palace open, where 
the Treaſures were, upon the Suppoſition that the Treaſures were depoſited in what was called 
the Begum's Zenana : Why would not a Line of Centinels placed between the Zenana and 


Khourd Mahl in the Garden have effectually ſecured the Zenana, though that Part of the Pa- 


lace called the Khourd Mahl ſhould have been left open and free? 
A. The Garden was too ſpacious for it, and I judged it neceſſary to have Centinels on both 
Sides; the Guards were placed on both Sides of the Garden. 


Q. Then you left Room for Intercourſe, for them to paſs and repaſs ? 
A. But they could not pals between, but the Centinels muſt have ſeen them. 


Q. Was there any Examination of thoſe that paſſed from the Begum's Zenana to the Khourd 


Mahl? 
A. I do not believe there was any Body paſſed from the One to the other, while I was there. 


Were not the Centinels a-Check both upon the Zenana and Khourd Mahl, fo, as to prevent 
their paſſing backwards and forwards to either ? 
A. No, by no Means. 


Q. (from a Lord.) What Reaſons, if any, did Mr. Middleton aſſign for giving back thoſe 
Perſian Letters you gave to him? 

A. I underſtood he had taken Copies of them, ua a Deſign of tranſmitting them to the 
Board z at leaſt that was my . to him; and he delivered back the Originals into my Pol- 
eſſion. 


Q: Then e no Reaſon? 
A. He did not aſſign any Reaſon in particular. 


Q. I underſtood you to ſay, that, to the beſt of your Recollection, you cotta 4.8 
Letters to Mr Niddteton ſoon after your Arrival at Lucknow : Did you communicate thoſe Let 
2 da Middleton ſoon after your Arrival at 2 ? 

i 
Q. There 
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as becauſe his general Evidence has been fo ſingularly accurate: In the Letter of the 1 th 


6908) 
a lens in the Evidence of the Witneſs, which I wiſh to 


of, October 1782, (a) to Mr. Middleton, if I take it right, you ſay to Mr. Middleton, The 
ms wiſh you to tranſmit thoſe Letters which I gave you to read :” Now i it does ſeem, as it 


Arr es me from the _ —_— Tenor of that Letter, that thoſe Letters alluded to in your Letter, and 


which the ſired Mr. Middleton to tranſmit, were then in Mr. Middleton's Poſleſſion : 
Do you recolle&t : that Paſſage in the Letter of the 19th of October? 

'A I think the Paſſage ſays, The Begum hopes you have rn Copies of thoſe Letters to 
the Board. 

Q. Had the Elder Begum any particular Communication with the Inhabitants of Fyzabad ? 

A. She might have had any Communication ſhe pleaſed ; there was no Reſtraint upon that. 


Q: Had ſhe, in Fact? 
A. I dare ſay ſhe had; I cannot ſpeak poſitively to the Tranſaction. 


Q. Then the Elder m_ People were at Liberty to go into the Town, Werl Exa- 
mination, whenever they pleaſed ? 

A. Except during the Time the Palace was ſurrounded, when the Younger Begum was in 
there, ſhe had no Reſtraint whatever put upon her. 


Q. Could the Begums excite the People of the Town to rebel, while they were in | Confine- 


= 


ment? 


A. By their Miniſters, their Agents, and Servants, they might. 


Q. But were not the Agents alſo reſtrained from communicating with the Inhabitants ? | 
A. They were paſſing and re paſſing ſome Time before a cloſe Conllacment came, which laſted 


only a few Hours. 


Q. Could the Zenana be guarded without its being a Check alſo upon the Khourd Mhal? 

A. I think it might, if the Guards were diſtinctly placed upon the Zenana, and had no Orders 

to guard the Khourd Mahl, becauſe they were ſeparate Buildings; I ſuppoſe there was a Space of 
from Fifty to an Hundred Yards between them. 


Q. (by Counſel) Whether the Place where the Treaſures were ſuppoſed to be depoſited | was not in 
the ſame Incloſure with the Khourd Mahl. Where were the Treaſures ſuppoſed to be Fans 
A. They were ſuppoſed to be depoſited in the Begum's Zenana. 


Q. Was that within the ſame Incloſure with the Khourd Mahl? 
A. No. It was not in the ſame Incloſure, there was a Garden which ſeparated them. 


Whether any Guards were placed upon either of thoſe Places, except ſuch as were neceſſary 
fe 4 any Treaſure being removed from the Zenana ? 
A. I cannot recolle&, that there were any other Orders given. 


Whether the placing of the Guards, or any other Meaſures taken, while you were there, 
had any the ſmalleſt Effect in ſtraitening the free Acceſs of Proviſions, or did at all contribute to 
the Diſtreſs of the Khourd Mhal ? 

A. Not in the leaſt. 


Q. You have been aſked your Opinion reſpecting the Younger Begum : What was the Diſpoſi- 
tion of the _ Begum ? Whether a general Report did not prevail of the Diſaffection of both 
the Begums 

A. I have ſtated in'my Correſpondence that there did. 


Did any Circumſtance-come to your Knowledge afterwards, to induce you to diſbelieve that 


Report with reſpect to the Elder Begum ? 


A. It never removed my Sentiments of the Elder Begum at all, no Report that I ever heard. 


. What were your Sentiments of the Elder me 
A That ſhe was undoubtedly in Rebellion. They were my Sentiments of her, and always 


muſt remain ſo. 


Q. Whether you did not know that there were Cauſes for the Diſſaffection of the Elder Begum 


to the Engliſh ? | 
A. There were a Variety of Circumſtances mentioned, which I cannot aſcertain as Facts; but 


they were publick Reports of Circumſtances that gained Credit with the E from the general 


Tenor of her Conduct. 


2 What were they? | | 
I cannot relate any particular Circumſtances, but I believe it might be carried back to the 


Period of the War in 1764 :—As far back as the Battle of Buxar, when ſhe expreſſed herſelf with 
ſome Warmth . e the — 8 


ny a ͤä— 
() Vide ſupra, P. 749, 890, and 896. | | 
7 | The 
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The Managers for the Commons tated, that the reigning Nabob bein then at 
Wat with the Engliſh, his Mother ſhewed forte Enmity 20 theas de. 15 ty 1 A 
Then the Witneſs proceeded, as Follows: oC) ih r Meng I bigs on I rb ieroeyirne 1-2 


SS Sat; +5 a 


It Ie wa related, 2 55 fat i t is to 'be n upon, 1 will not = upon Oath, that bel ber | 


Son took Leave 


lanquin. ot oe 1% ten 10 cn 500 


& ade that Jealouſy and Diſaffection to th Engliſh eam que to the Year 
1704 


| A. I cannot ſpeak as to my own Knowledge. | £ Ry 


8 Do you know any Thing of her Piſaffection ſince the Year 17647 | | 
A. Nothing in particular came to my Knowledge—ir was from general. Converſation. 


1 * i. on 1 that * N with Diſpleafure ro ** e 
A. c * 0 , wd 


* Whether the Yon 8 win not. y — — the —— of the Elder? * 
I believe I have expreſſed that in my Correſpondence, and anſwered it fully. 


Q. I underſtood you to ſay, that originally the Report prevailed with reſpe& to "both the Be. 
gums, but that you was induced to alter that Opinian with reſpect to the Younger Begum, in con- 
ſequence of Mr. Gordon's Letters, and the Intelligence from ſome of her Miniſters and other 
Perſona. Were not thaſe other Perſons in the Intereſt of the an Ry * 1 

A. In general, the Town of Fyzabad were in her Intereſt. 9 284 ; 


ln what Senſe do you mean generally in ber Intereſt were the Perſons you cdavyrled 
withe merely thoſe who were in ber Service and Houſhold, or the nee of Fyzabad ny 


neral ? 


te ment 1 Nala 3 = * *. own Body \Servants and; the Inhabitanc of 
ity. 1 


3 Whither 700 nb Ss weil to be ſerious i in the Threar you tvs mentioned, to o de. 
ſtroy herſelf, or to hold it out as a Terror? 


A. 1 thought it held out as a Terror. Led: zad td ties bet l 0 50; 
Qt If they had attempted to remove der by Force: Iren galt e e eee ee ee ren 
A. I ſuppoſe the Queſtion has ariſen from what my Letter ſays. „ = WADE 


Q. ( Counſel. The Object of my Examination was ſiogly reſpecting chat 5 75 which Was 
put by the Honourable Managers, as to the Threat of the Begum to deſtroy herielf if ſhe was re- 


moved. Do you ſuppoſe that if that Threat of ene e. her had 1 un carried into 
Execution, ſhe would have deſtroyed herſelf? e | | 


A It is impoſſible for me to anſwer that Queſtion. 296% 


% Did you at that Time repreſent your Opinion "that th theſe v were e Words of courſe? _ 
It is Matter of Opinion, and I do not chuſe to give a Matter of Opinion upon Oak, 


gl, As to the Letters which are not produced, whahe you were not ie ponds by the Pres: 


* 
” 2 1 
* 5 1 


MY, to give Evidence upon this Cauſe ? Xl 
. 1 was; I have the Summons in my Poſſeſnon. 3 


ie; 
. You were aſked reſpecting your having enlarged the Priſoners by Order of the Nabod ; 
whe] er you have the Orders that you iſſued upon that Occaſion?  _ 


A. I have a Memorandum of them here. 2 
Q. State the Orders.? | e te 
The Witneſs read ws W de ee | da 1 
Camp, Fyzabid, ” h December 7 ] 
2 Detachment Morning Orders, by Major Gilpin. 


% His Excellency the Nabob Vizier having been pleaſed to grant the Enlargement of the Pri- 
ſoners, Bahar Ally Cawn and Jewar Ally Cawn, from their long Copfinement, the Guards over | 
the ſaid Men is ® in Conſequence withdrawn, and Liberty Hans TR 1 : pals and ur . * Sic in Orig · 
Guards and Centinels in common with other People. e ii 


Thoſe were the Orders I iſſued in conſequence, = 


40A What do you mean by the Word « Rebellion,” as applied to the Begums. " what Scaſe 
you uſe it? 
A. In raiſing Troops, and in other Acts of Rebellion, in the common Acceptation of the 


Woid. 
10 Y Q. Againſt 


* ) 


＋ Againſt whom ? fr (1703.2 ofif 0 1 87 Ivf 11 
A. Againſt the Nabob's 8 whe Bhs Corrine bir, te I teg 
the particular Time and Circumſtance the Queſtion alludes to? 


J underſtand you to have ſaid, you underſtood the Elder W was in a . 3 of 
Rebellion. In what Senſe do you uſe the Word Rebellion ; did you ſay the Elder Begum was in 


4 conſtant State of Rebellion ? 
A. I always underſtood her to be diſaffected to the Engliſh Gerne; it might not de a 


proper Expreſſion of mine, the Word Rebellion. 


Q. Do you know of any Act of Rebellion by the Elder Begum agalnſt the vier * 
A. I cannot ſtate any. 15 


wed ore know of any AR, which you call Rebellion, committed by the Elder Begun againit 


Company 2 know of any particular Clrcumftance only, it was grherally 1 pal that * 
was CLARA to the Company. 


Q. What Acts of Diſaffection or Hoſtility Gd the gl do you allude to, als you 
ſpeak of the Converſation of the World at the Time? 

A. I have anſwered that Queſtion as fully as I can; *r it was nothing bur Converlaton z that 
I knew of no particular Act or Deed myſelf. ji 


Q. Were they de Adds of the Begum's, or of any of her Servants, which you heard in Con- 


EJ 


verſation ? 
A. It was 4 Converſation, that ſhe was diſaffected intrely to the Government 3 but 
as to Acts or s beyond what I have already ſtated, I cannot ſpeak. 


8 I underſtood you to ſay, that the Centinels were not placed as a Reſtraint upon the Khourd 
2 you likewiſe to ſay, that the Doolies coming out of the Khourd Mahl 
were conftantly examined ? 
A. The Centinels did not interfere with the paſſing and repaſſing z the only \Reſtraint by ſearch- 
ing the Doolies was, by Women appointed for the Farpoſe of ſeeing whether there was any Trea- 
ſure: There was no Reſtraint upon their paſſing or repaſſing, but e to TE. the Removal 
of any Goods. 


Q. I underſtood you to ay. that the Treaſures were ſuppoſed to be in the Zenana. How did it 
_ 1 ſecure the Treaſures i in the Zenana, ſearching the Doolies that came out of the Khourd 
M 

A.. There was no particular Reaſon, it was not known to an abſolute Certainty, but it was 
thought neceſſary to take every Precaution we could. We underſtood the Treaſures were in the 
Begums Palace; but it was neceſſary to take every Precaution. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


, Then NATHANIEL MIDDLETON Eſquire was called in, and examined as 
ways 


by a Lord.) 1 wiſh you to give an Explanation of this Paſſage in your Letter to Mr. Haſt- 
ings 56 the 6th of December 1781, upon which you was examined when you were laſt before the 
Houſe, (a) namely, © the Reſumprion of the Jaghires, will be followed by the Meaſure hereto- 
fore 1 1 ” (5) Do you remember that Paſſage i in the Letter ? 

A. Yes, 


Q. Then the Queſtion is, At what Time, upon what Occaſion, in what Manner, by whom, 
and to whom, the Meaſure thus deſcribed by you was propoſed ? 
A. The Meaſure I referred to, was the Seizure of the Begums Treaſures. 


Q By whom propoſed ? 
A. It had at this Time been propoſed by the Nabob himſelf, bue n. mentioned in a 
_—_ that I had with Sir Elijah — * at Lucknow. 


gw. our former Evidence, when aſked, whether the Meaſure was prior or ſubſequent to the 
Treaty Chunar? you anſwered, long ſubſequent z and explained that to mean, ſeveral Months, 
or ſome Months. State, as correctly as you can, upon Memory, the preciſe Time, when that 
Meaſute, ſo deſcribed by you, was propoſed, by whom it was propoſed, and to whom it was pro- 
poſed? You ſay the Meaſure was propoſed by * Nabob ? 

A. Yes; but ſubſequent to the Converſation I had had with Sir Elijah Impey at Lucknow. 
But I have likewiſe ſtated, and have a firm Belief, that that Meaſure was converſed gon with the 
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(. Vide ſupra, Page 753. (5) Vide fagen, p 724, and Appendix, N. XXXVILL 
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Nabob Tong before Sir Ekjak Impey's Arrival,” 'Tfat is my own Belief, though 1 cunnot 
ſitively taks aer the 26 thy that that is the Fat? e e ene 
Q. At what Time did you firſt communicate to Mr. Haſtings this Oonverfation you ſpoke of 
det Nen the Nabob and you, when this had been the Subject of Converſation? e 
A. The Letter containing the firſt Communication to Mr. Haſtings upon that Subject from 
Lucknow is in Evidence before your Lordfhips (a). I do not recolleR the Date, but I beg it 
may be referred to, a | | | 


g wow the Letter is referred to, I would aſk whether we are to underſtand that the Meaſure 
which you deſcribe in the Letter of the 6th of December to be a Meaſure propoſed, be or be not the 
Meaſure mentioned in your Letter of the Second Day of the ſame Month? 


Meaſure that was mentioned in your Letter of the 2d of December ? 
A. Yes: I underſtand that to be the Meaſure of ſeizing the Begums Treaſures. 2 


Then I am to underſtand, that by the Meaſure heretofore propoſed, you underſtand that 
Meaſure mentioned for the Firſt Time in a Letter written Four Days preceding. Was that Letter 
of the Second of December the Firſt Time that you made an mmunication to the Go 
vernor General of the Converſation you had had about ſeizing the Treaſures? | 
A. Undoubtedly, to the beſt of my RecolleQion and Belief, that was the firſt Time jt was made 
either by me, or any Body with my Knowledge, from Lucknow. — 


. You ſay you perfectly recollect the Expreſſion in your Letter of the 6th of December, that 
the Reſumption of the Jaghires would be immediately followed by the Mcaſure heretofore pro- 
pond! and that © heretofore propoſed” is your Expreſſion by which you deſcribe to Mr. Haſtings a 

ure which was mentioned to Mr. Ha ings, for the firſt Time, in a Letter, which, when the Se-' 
cond Letter was penned, Mr. Haſtings probably had not even then received? Whether you think 
yourſelf accurate and correct in ſtating the Meaſure mentioned in the Letter of the 6th of mber 
to be the ſame Meaſure with that which you communicated in the preceding Letter of the 2d De- 
cember ? Do you, upon full Recollection, ſtate that to be the Caſe ? Sh tothe hg bee 

A. I refer the Expreſſion of * the Meaſure heretofore propoſed,” generally to the Seizure of the 
Begums Treaſures; I cannot ſay whether | confined it ſolely to that Propoſal ſent to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, in, the Letter dated the ad of December, or whether I referred it to the Converſation I 
2 Sir Elijah Impey upon the Subject, but to the Meaſure moſt certainly of ſeiaing the 

reaſures. | . 


Q. Do you remember this Paſſage in your Letter of the 2d of eebber ? 


had Yeſterday the Honour of informing you of the Meſſage I ſent to the Nabob, 
through the Miniſter, reſpecting the Jaghires, to which his Excellency, this Morning, returned 
me a Reply, 122 that, if the Meaſure propoſed was intended to procure the Feen of 
his Balance due to the Company, he could better and more expeditiouſly effect that Object, by 
tak ing from his Mother what ſhe is very able to ſpare, and what he has an undoubted Right, as 
he conceives, to exact from her. The preſent Debt to the Company, as he with Truth obſerves, 
is a great Part handed down from his Father; and the Funds from which he might have been 
enabled to liquidate it, it is notorious, were withheld from him by the Begum, on the late Nabob's 
Death. | war echt 

„This, my dear Sir, is a flattering Propoſition, and as to the Point of Right, admitting it to 
be leſs clear and defined than the Nabob chuſes to conſider it, you may bly be of Opinion 
that the Conduct of the Begums on the late Diſturbances at Benares, as fer forth in the ſeveral 
Teſtimonies laid before you, has forfeited any Claim they might originally have had to the Pro- 
tection and Mediation of the Company, and further that it may not be political or yet perfectly 
Safe to truſt them any longer with ſuch powerful Means of promoting an Oppoſition to our In- 
tereſts.“ N Nen 9 

« P. S. Whatever may be your Reſolution upon the Subject of this Letter, it will be expedient 
to keep it ſecret.— The Reſumption of the Jaghires it is neceſſary to ſuſpend until I have your 
Sentiments on this Letter.“ (b) | | | 


| You ſee, by the Interpretation which you put upon the Letter at the Time, you do conceive that 
the Reſumption of the Jaghires was ſo far doubtful as to be a Meaſure not to be carried into Exe- 
cution, till you knew the Governor General's Pleaſure on the Propoſal made by the Nabob, 
which is evidently made as an Alternative :—Therefore I aſk, How you can refer ſpeaking. of 
the Meaſure propoſed, as following immediately the Reſumption of the Jaghires; —how you can 
refer that Meaſure ſo deſcribed, to a Meaſure deicribed fo differently in your Letter of the 2d 
of December; how this Meaſure deſcribed to be + a Meaſure heretofore propoſed, and which 
you admit to relate to the Seizure of the Treaſures following immediately the Reſumption of 
the Jaghires, can be that Meaſure which the Nabob propoled as an Alternative but Four 
Days before ? TE Ra | Y * 


* 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 720, & Appendix, N- XXXVIIL (5) Vide ſupra, Page 720, 7a. 
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A. It appears by the Letter, it was mentioned as an Akernative by the Naboh Inca on 
repeat, that 115 did refer the Expreſſion ta the Seizure of 3 pan wg _ 


Q, Do you (till; upon your RecolleRion, ſtate that your Letter of the Second of, December 
was the Firſt Communication that you ever made to Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject of ſeiaing che 
Treaſures? : 3 AG or Acumcy) af 21; alikniaes 32342 Jo att 14. 
A. I never had a Doubt about it, nor have I at this Moment, that. it was the Fir Communi : 
cation I made to Mr. Haſtings, on the Subject. «2 Wu N yea 
Q. Had any Anſwer to your Letter of the ad of December arrived, before .you--wrate your 
Letter of the 6th of December? Ge kn d a d ee 
A. I believe every Letter of Mr. Haſtings, as well as every Letter from me to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, both publick and private, upon that Subject, are now 425 vour Lordſhips; I have no 
Recollection of any other Letter written from him or me upon the Subject... 


Q. You will recollect, that in a Letter of the gth of December to Sir Elijah Impey, which is 
now in Evidence (a), you ſtate particularly, that the Treaſures, will be immediately ſezed: In con- 
ſequence of what Order, did you, then the Miniſter Reſident, act, when you came to the Deter- 
mination of aſſiſting the Nabob in ſeizing theſe Treaſures? . : | i 


© : 


A. By Order of Mr. Haſtings, which will appear .in the Letter before your Lorddhips, 17 


9 * 


firſt Propoſal came from the Nabob, and Steer. did not originate with Mr. Haſtings, 
but with the Nabob: Now, how is it poſſible, in the Nature of Things, that Mr. Haſtings could; 


A. I really cannot recollect exactly the Purport of Sir Elijah Impey's Communication, furthet 
than as I have ſtated; it was an Acquieſcence, that if the Nabob ſhould propoſe it, Mr. Haſtings 
would not object to it. : | 


Lou muſt ſee the very material Difference between Orders which purport to be a Willing 
neſs in the Governor General to acquieſce in that Meaſure, if the Nabob ſhould, as you ſtate 2 
Nabob on former Occaſions had done, exprels a Deſire to ſeize the Treaſures, and proprio 'motu 
propoſe it, and Orders of ſo different a Nature; namely, Orders to you as a Miniſter, to; endea- 
vour to get the Propoſal to come from the Nabob. Recollect therefore, under which Deſcription the 
Orders that you received are td be comprehended; namely, Orders of Acquieſcence that you ſhould 
intimate that ſuch an Intention would no longer be oppoſed, or Orders to endeavour that, the Pro-, 
poſal ſhould be made by the Nabob? Do you attend to the Difference between a general Order, 
to prevail upon the Nabob to make the Propoſition, and an Order only to intimate to ies, that if he 
ſhould make the Propoſition it would not be rejected? | 93 5 
A. Certainly I underſtand the Difference. | 


Q. Which of theſe two were the Orders you received? | e eee 

A. The Order I received from Mr. Haſtings moſt certainly is upon record. The Communi- 
cation I received from Sir Elijah Impey, I did not conſider as an Order to act with the Nabob in 
the Buſineſs at all; I only conceived that it was a Communication upon which Mr. Haſtings 
wiſhed me, in all Probability, to conſult with the Nabob, and that if he ſhould make a Propoſal 
for the Seizure of the Treaſures, Mr. Haſtings would not oppoſe it. I cannot charge my Me- 
mory, at this Diſtance of Time, with the particular Communication from Sir Elijah Imipey, 
upon the Subject: I give your Lordſhips, to the beſt of my Memory, the Impreſſion it mage 
upon me at the Time, and which it has continued to make upon my Mind ever fince., . _ +; -- 


. What Steps did you take in conſequence of the verbal Communication you received tho gh 
Sir Elijah Impey, in order to execute thoſe Orders, 'whatloever they were? ELD 
A. Is it meant of the Orders through Sir Elijah Impey. 


Les? | | | | TOTO 
21 certainly did not conſider that Communication through Sir Elijah Impey, to extend to more 
than that I was to conſult with the Nabob upon it, and to inform him, that 18 Propoſal was made 
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(a) Vide ſupra, Page 721; alſo, Appendix, Ne LXIII. 
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( 913 ) | 
by bim to Mr. Haſtings, it would be aſſented to; I certainly eould have taken no Official Steps 
whatever, in conſequence of that Communication through Sir Elijah Impey. 


Q. The ſame Difficulty occurs, and I muſt once more deſire an Explanation, as far as you can 
ive it: After all this Recollection, what is the Senſe you put upon thoſe Words, the Meaſure 

retofore propoſed ?” | } N 

A. I am ſorry to be obliged to repeat ſo often; it certainly is the Meaſure of ſeizing the Trea- 


_ - ſures, which, I knew from the Communication of Sir Elijah Impey, would not be oppoſed, when · 


ever the Nabob ſhould propoſe it as a Meaſure. 


I am to underſtand then, that that Expreſſion refers to the Senſe you put upon the Letter, 
which you received from Sir Elijah Impey. Do the Words “ heretofore propoſed” refer to the 
Letter you had received from Sir Elijah Impey ? | 


A. I received a verbal Communication from Sir Elijah Impey; it might afterwards be men- 


tioned by Letter. I certainly refer it generally to the Meaſure, whether it was communicated to 
me by Sir Elijah Impey, or by the Nabob, 


Q.: Whether upon Recollection of all the Circumſtances that have been before you now, you 
do apply that Phraſe of a « Meaſure heretofore propoſed,” to the: Meaſure of ſeizing the Trea-» 
ſure, conſidering that upon the Second of December the Meaſure of ſeizing the Treaſure had 
ſpoken of as an Alternative to ſejzing the Jaghires ? | 

A. Certainly I could apply it to no other Meaſure whatever. 


Q. Could it have been fo applied, unleſs you had received ſome ſubſequent Communication on 
the Subject from Mr. Haſtings in ſome Way or other? 


A. I certainly could not have mou of it in the Manner I did, unleſs I had known it would 
have been a Meaſure accepted by Mr. Haſtings. - 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw, 


T hen the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament, 
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Die Vemeris, 30* Mai 1788. 


T H E Lords being in | their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 


made, and the Defendant ap cker mt at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 


the Managers for the Commons, might proceed with their Evidence. 
Then it was moved, That Mr. Holt be called to the Bar, to correct a Miſtake in 


the Minutes of his Evidence; and 8 called in accordingly, the following WP 


ſtions and Anſwers were aan by the Cler 


a. Q. In what Character was Colonel e in that Country ? 
% A. I underſtood him to be the Commander of the Military Force, and to have the 98 
tions under his Management. 


* Q. From whom did he derive the Authority of collecting it? 
« A. I heard it was from the Vizier, from the Nabob. 


* Q. (from @ Lord.) Did he farm the Revenue, or did he take it for the Vizier's Uſe ? 
« A, He received it for the Vizier's Uſe, as I underſtood, 


« Q. He received it for the V. Uſe? | . 
« A, So I underſtand, 


« Q. You know nothing of it ? 
* A. I know no Title for it.“ (a) 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


. the Expreſſion, © I know no Title for i it,” accurate? In what Senſe did you uſe thoſe 
ords 

A. I do not recolle& having made uſe of the Words in that View, and cannot explain it now 
but as an Inaccuracy. - 


Q. Do you, or do you nor, kw any Thing of the Manner in which Colonel Hannay re- 
. ceived that Revenue for the Vizier's Uſe ? 
A. Is it meant by what Authority ? 


Lou were interrogated, Whether Colonel Hannay received the Revenue as a Farmer, or, 
as Bailiff, for the Vizier's Uſe ? and you have ſaid, that he received it for the Vizier's Uſe; and 
when aſked, Whether you had any Knowledge of it, you anſwered, you knew no Title for it ? . 

A. 1 fancy I meant, I knew of no Paper by which he was appointed, and which gave him Au- 
tbority to collect the Revenue. 


1 the following Queſtion and Anſwer were read to the Witneſs: 
. But you know he received it for the Vizier's Uſe ? 
6 A: I know he did receive it, for I ſaw him carry it to the Vizier's Houſe,” (5) 


The Witneſs ſaid, 


I never could have ſeen it carried to the Vizier's Houſe, becauſe the Vizier's Houſe was at 
the Diſtance of Eighty or Ninety-Miles, 1 ſaw it carried to Colonel Hannay's Treaſury, and from 
thence it was conveyed to Lucknow, 
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(a) Vide ſupra, P. 385. (5) Vide ſupra, P. 385. 
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( 976) 
Then the next Queſtion and Anſwer were read to the Witneſs, as follows : 


Q. There is a Doubt about your Anſwer to that Queſtion. The Queſtion put to you was, 
Whether you knew of his receiving them to the Vizier's Uſe, or of his bringing them to the 


Vizier's Account? 
A. I did not make any Anſwer to that Queſtion. I have anſwered, that I knew he did collect 


the Revenues of the Country, becauſe I ſaw them paid into the Treaſury. I underſtood they were 
for the Uſe of his Highnels the Vizier; but I know nothing r more of it.” (a) 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


Q. By Treaſury in this Anſwer, you mean Colonel Hannay's Treaſury ? ? 
A. Yes; the Place appropriated for W the Revenues, within his own Walls, 


. Wa 


Then the following Queſtions and Anſwers were read to the Witneſs : 


Q. Did you ever hear that another Remiſſion of Two Lacks, beſides that which you ſtated for 
the Damage the Nabob might einen by Hunting in the RON Was demanded If Commpet 
Hannay ? 6 | 

% A, I have heard there was a ſubſequent Demand. 


« Q. To what Amount ? 
« A, To the ſame Amount. 


Q. For what was that Remiſſion? | 
= A For the Damage which the Cavalcade of the Vizier * de, 


« Q. That was the Occaſion ſpecified for demanding the Firſt Remiſſion R 
« A. Yes. ; 0 le d 


« Q, Was the like Occaſion ſpecified upon the Second Time ? 
« A, Tes. 


* Q. Was it for 4 actually done? 
« A, Not as I heard of, but for Damage that might be done, 


60 4 Were they both 1 in the ſame Year? 
. No. 


Nov, in either of the Years did you hear the Vizier went into the Province ? 
6 1. In One Year he did, 


« Q. Did he in the other Lear? 
% A, I do not know that he did. 


*. Did you hear that Remiſſion was obtained? 
«© A, I do not know it was. 


Q. Did you hear it was not? 
„ A, No. 


. You ſaid he did come into the Province One Year; that was the Year he aſked and 
oben . Remiſſion ? 
«© A, Tes. 


« Q. Did he come into the Province the Second Year ? 
- » 3 oe” 


Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


| 4% Did you mean to ſay that the Vizier went in both thoſe Years into the Province, or only in 
One 
A. No; only in One. : 
Q. In which Year did he go into the Province? 


A. He went into the Province the firſt Lear; the ſecond Year he intended to go, but did not; | 
and, as it ſtands here, it is a very palpable Contradiction. | 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
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| 66 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they had obſerved a 


reat many Errors in the Courſe of the printed Evidence, and ſubmitted to the Houſe 
in what Manner they might beſt be correfted. R 


The Houſe informed the Managers for the Commons, that in point of Regularity, 


it could only be done by re-examining the Witneſſes to the Paſſages which were ſup- 
poſed to be erroneous. 4 


Then Sir ELIJAH IMPEY was called in, and the following Extract of the Mi- 
nutes of Evidence was read. | 


* 2 2 you was not examined before a committee of the Houſe of commons ? 
„ A.,-1 Wah | 


Q. Whether you recolle& the Subſtance of your Anſwer to this Queſtion. In a Letter of 
the 6th of December 1781, from Mr. Middleton to Mr. Haſtings, there is this Sentence 
% Your Pleaſure reſpecting the Begums I have learnt from Sir Elijah Impey, and the Meaſure 
1 heretofore propoſed will ſoon follow the Reſumption of the Jaghires:” to whom do theſe 


Words, © heretofore propoſed,” refer? Do you recolle& the Subſtance of your Anſwer to the 
Houſe of Commons ? | 


„ A. | really do not. 


Q. Do you recolle& whether your Anſwer was, © By hearing the Letter read, I feferred to 
2 Propoſal by Mr. Haſtings through me to Mr. Middleton?“ ; | | 

A. TI certainly do remember that Anſwer; but I believe, if the Whole of my Evidence is 
taken together, it will appear I gave it there the ſame as I do now; that I related to Mr. Mid- 
dleton what had paſſed between Mr. Haſtings and me, and that Mr. Haſtings ſeemed to aſſent 
to the Propoſition, that it was right the Begums Treaſure ſhould be ſeized ; but I carried na 
Directions from Mr. Haſtings, that it was his Will to have it ſo done. 


« The Counſel for the Defendant objected to this Mode of Examination. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that they had not waived their Right to examine 
the Witneſſes they called to what they had ſaid in another Place. 


The Witneſs deſired the Anſwer might ſtand, | | 


Q Did you underſtand that you conveyed more than Mr. Haſtings's Conſent to the Nabob's . 
reſuming of the Jaghires, namely, that you underſtood it was the Intention of Mr. Haſtings that 
Mr. Middleton ſhould recommend it to the Nabob as a Mraſure? | 

« A, I till think that it was Mr. Haſtings's Intention that it ſhould be recommended to the 
Nabob as a Meaſure, and that I meant by, his conſulting the Nabob upon the SubjeR : I do not 
make uſe of the ſame Words, but to exactly the ſame Purpoſe; I ſhould have conſidered the mere 
conſulting the Nabob upon the Subject, if it was not the Intention of Mr, Haſtings to recom- 


mend it, as merely nugatory.” (a) 
Then the Witneſs was aſked, 


QA Ir is apprehended that the Queſtion and Anſwer laſt read, were meant to apply to the ſeizing 
of the Treaſures, and not to the reſuming of the Jagheers, Have you any Memory of the Queſtion, 
and how do you mean your Anſwer ſhould ſtand ? | 

A. As far as | have any Recollection upon the Subject, it applies ſimply to the Reſumption of the 
Treaſures ; with regard to the Jagheers, I had nothing to ſay with regard to the Begums Jag- 
heers in particular, but to all the Jagheers. 


Q. Then you underſtood the Queſtion referred to the Treaſures only ? 
A. I underſtood it referred to the Treaſures only. 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Then it was propoſed by the Counſel for the Defendant, and agreed to, that in order 
to ſave Time, as the Errors were very numerous, the Managers for the Commons, 
and the Counſel for the Defendant, ſhould meet and report to the Houſe the Errors 
ſigned by the Witneſſes reſpectively, and in caſe ny Doubt ſhould ariſe with reſpe& 
to any Paſſage ſuppoſed to be erroneous, the Witneſſes ſhould be re-examined thereupon 
at the Bar, the Whole ſubject always to the Reviſion and Determination of the 


Houle. 


Then the Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they would next 
proceed to ſome written Evidence, to ſhew that the Directors did order an Enquiry 
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(a) Vide ſupra, P. 625. 
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to be made in India into the Conduct of the Begums, that all the World might 
know the real Truth of the Caſe, and that Mr. Haſtings, did ſtifle that Enquiry— 

previous to which they would read an Extract of a Letter from the Governor General 
to the Board, which firſt led the Court of Directors to order this Enquiry, to be 
made, 223 


Read, from Book 83, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſulta- 
tion of the 5th February 1782, beginning at Page 268 of the ſame Book, 


« Fort William, zth February r782, 
Secret Dep. « At a Council; Preſent, 
Tueſday. The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, who being returned to the Preſidency 
10 2 e Seat at the Board; 
ward Wheler, Up 
John Macpherſon, 5 Eiquires. 
Sir Eyre Coote on Service in the Carnatic. 


© The following Letter from the Governor General, received on the 2d Inſtant, is now 
recorded. 
P. 274.—3dly. The Engagements concluded on the 19th September with the Nabob of Oude, 
IT did hope, that on his Return to his Capital, which I had urged for that Purpoſe, he would 
immediately have entered upon the Execution of the Meaſures neceſſary for the Accompliſhment 
of the Plan which we had mutually agreed upon, and particularly the Reſumption of the Jag- 
heers; an Act equally neceſſary to the Reſtoration of the Peace of his Country, and to the Diſ- 
charge of his Debt to the Company. | 
After having long waited with much Impatience for this Effect, I was appriſed by the Reſi- 
dent's Letters, that the Nabob, from what Cauſe | know not, had ſhewn a great ReluQance to enter 
on this Buſineſs, notwithſtanding the Warmth with which he himſelf originally ſolicited my Acqui- 
eſcence in it; that he at length did reſolve to carry it into Execution, and accordingly appo.nted 
an Aumil to take poſſeſſion of the ſequeſtered Jagheers; but that a powerful Oppoſition kad 
been prepared by the Begums, which had obliged him to apply. for the Aſſiſtance of our Troops; 
and that the Reſident had accordingly written to Colonel Morgan to ſend a Regiment of Sepoys 
for that Service. As the Reſident at the ſame Time expreſſed to me his Opinion, that a larger 
Force would be requilite to ſurmount the intended Oppoſition, l judged it improper to 8 a 
Service of ſuch [mportance, either to the Hazard of a Defeat, or to the Chance of a Delay, and 
therefore immediately iſſued Orders, of which you have already been adviſed, for the March of 
Colonel Sir John Cumming, with his entire Detachment, for the Performance of it, adviſing 
the Reſident of it. He in Reply expreſſed an Apprehenſion, that the Nabob Vizier would ob- 
ject to the Movement of ſo large a Force into the Heart of his Dominions, without what he 
would deem an adequate Occaſion for it, to other Motives, which might be productive of Conſe- 
quences hurtful to our Connection with him, and intreated that the Order might be revoked, 
aſſuring me, that there was no preſſing Occaſion for it. * 
I accordingly ordered it to be ſuſpended. In the mean Time, as I had conceived ſome Alarm 
from the Delays and Difficultics which had attended this Buſineſs, which did not appear to me 
of a Nature ſuſceptible of them, I wrote to the Reſident, requeſting him ſolemnly to declare 
to me whether, with the Powers with which he had been inveſted, he was competent to carry 
into Execution this and the other Meaſures direfted in my Inſtructions; that if he were not, I 
would myſelf proceed to Lucknow, and afford the Nabob my perſonal Aſſiſtance for carryi 
them into Execution; but that if in his Anſwer he ſhould aſſure me that he was capable 
accompliſhing this Service, I would leave the Charge and Reſponſibility of it to him, and depart 
for the Preſidency. I wrote a Letter to the Nabob in Gmilar Terms. | received the Reſident's 
Anſwer on the 2d of January ; it contained a Declaration that my Preſence was in no Shape 
neceſſary in that Quarter, and that he was fully competent to undertake and to effect the 
 Accompliſhment of all the Meaſures required by my Inſtructions, and that be ſhould imme- 
diately march with the Nabob to Fyzabad for the Purpoſe of enforcing his Claims on the 
Begums. | , 1 
| © On the Receipt of this Letter, concluding that the Nabob's Anſwer would be to the ſame 
Effect, and that I ſhould be ſufficiently warranted by them to leave the Buſineſs in their Hands, 
1 prepared for my Departure, allowing a ſufficient Time only for the Receipt of the Nabob's 
Letter, which I expected at the lateſt to receive on the 7th. On that Day I left Benaris, but 
proceeded only to a ſhort Diſtance below the Town. At the ſame Time I cauſed an Intimation 
to be given to the Nabob, that although, to prevent a further Loſs of Time, I had thought it 
proper to begin my Journey towards Bengal, yet I ſhould proceed by ſhort Stages, and ſuſpend 
my final Reſolution until I had received his Letter in anſwer to mine, ſtill retaining the Refolu- 
tion of conforming to the Contents of it. If theſe ſhould require me to proceed to his Preſence, 
according to the Tenor of the Proffer, and that if I did not receive it before my Arrival at Patna, 
I would wait for it there, It was not till my Arrival at Patna, which was on the 19th Inſtant, 
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that · I did receive his Anſwer, a, Tragſlati of which, ſhall: npany this. As it. c tained: onl 
a complimentary Invitation, Scoompanied wi n Al ante kme te that, Nen hy the Re- 
ſident; in. relation to the impending. Ruſineſs, I conſidered it; as intended to leave me the free | 
Option either to, accept of his Invitation "op the Footing he had,expreſled, it, or to return to the | 
Freſidency. After much Heſication, and; I, will confeſs, with ſome Reluctance, I have ręſolyed on 
the latter. I dread the Imbecillity and Irreſolution which toq much prevail in the Nabob's Council, 
and muſt influence in ſome Degree both the Conduct of the Reſident and the Miniſters; and I con- 
ſider the impending. Meaſure of too much Conſequence to be expoſed to the Riſk of a Diſappoint- 
ment; yet the preſſjng Letters which I have written to the Nabob, the ſtrong Injunctions which, 1 
have repeated to the Reſident, and the poſitive Aſſurances which I have received rom both, afford, 
me every Reaſon to hope that they will be carried into Execution, without further Difficulty or De- 
lay; and I am further confirmed in this Concluſion, by the ſubſequent Advices which I have received 
ſince. my Departure: "Theſe. amount to the following Subſtance—that the Nabob Vizier arrived 
at Fyzabad on the 8th, the Reſident accompanying. him; that on the 12th he found it neceſſary 
to employ a Military Force to take poſſeſſion of the Kellah, which was effected without any 
Effuſion of Blood, The Two Eunuchs, Bahar and Jowarhur Ally Cawn, who were the prime 
Movers of the late Troubles, and the active Leaders of the preſent Oppoſition, were taken into 
Cuſtody, and their Followers, amounting to about Three or Four Thouſand armed Men, ex- 
pelled from the Town and diſperſed. | think it proper to tranſmit to you a Copy of the Re- 
ſident's Letter, and to refer you to it for the Particulars of this Event. DE 

It may be neceſſary in this Place to inform you, that in Addition to the former Reſolution of 

_ reſuming the Begum's Jagheers, the Nabob had declared his Reſolution of reclaiming all the 
Treaſures of his Family, which were in their Poſſeſſion, and to which, by the Mahometan Laws, 
he was entitled, This Reſolution I have ſtrenuouſly encouraged and ſupported z not ſo much for 
the Reaſons aſſigned by the Nabob, as becauſe I think it equally vnjuſt and impolitie that they 
ſhould be allowed to. retain the Means cf which they have already made ſo pernicious a Uſe, by 
exciting Diſturbances in the Country, and a Revolt againſt the Nabob, their Sovereign. I am 
not ſanguine in my ExpeQations of the Reſult of thele Proceedings, but have required and re- 
ceived the Naboub's Promiſe that whatever Acquiſitions ſhall be obtained from the Iſſue of them, it 5 
ſhall be primarly * applied to the Diſcharge of the Balance actually due from him to the Company. Sic ia Orig, 

« Notwithſtanding the Reſolution which | have taken to return to the Preſidency, I yet foreſce 

that many Events may happen Which may again require my perſonal Attendance in this Quarter, 
but even theſe will require that I ſhould firſt concert with you the Plan of my future Conduct re- 
ſpecting them. Though the Powers which I poſſeſs are ample and ſufficient for every Purpole. 
which may occur, yet as they were granted in a very different State of Affairs, it is become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that I ſhould avail myſelf of a free and full Communication with you upon every 
probable Contingency, which may proceed from the Effects of the late Changes, before can 
venture again, if it ſhall be at all neceſſary, to interfere with my own Authority in any of the 
Affairs of this Quarter, 

El have made ſuch a Proviſion for this Event that I ſhall at any Time have it in my Power to 
arrive at Lucknow within at leaſt Three Weeks from my Departure from the Preſidency, ang 
there is little Cauſe to apprehend any material Change of Affairs in the ſhort Interval which muſt 


neceſſarily precede my Arrival there. | 
J have the Honour to be, &c. | 


On the Ganges, near Sunagegunah, (Signed) Warren Haſtings.” (a) 
January 23, 1582. 


Read, the following Extract of a Letter from the Board at Calcutta to the Court 
of Directors, dated the 11th of February 1782, from Book 29, already deliver- 
ed in. | | 


Par. 3. The above Papers contain ſuch a full Account of all the Tranſactions of the Gover- 
nor General upon this Service, together with the Motives and Reaſonings upon them, that we 
think it would be ſuperfluous to add any Thing of our own, but to recommend them to your at- 
tentive Peruſal. : 

Par. 4. By theſe it will appear that the Treachery and Intrigues of Cheyt Sing, ſupported 
by the Diſaffection and reſtleſs Diſpoſition of the Bhow Begum, Mother to the Nabob of 
-Qwde, at Fyzabad, produced Inſurrections in that Country, which till lately we were unap- 
_ of, on account of the Communication between that Place and Benares being wholly cut 
uff. 1 4 oy | 

* Par. g. At the ſame Time that the firſt Information of theſe Diſturbances reached us, we 
were happy to hear that they had been quelled by the Accounts received there af the ſucceſsful 
.Efforts of our Troops in Benares, and the March of Two Regiments from Cawnpore to the Re- 
lief of Colonel Hannay, whoſe Sepoys gave evident Proofs, by their Deſertion, that they had been 
-tampered with, and he with moſt of his Officers were in great Danger of their Lives, a Detach- 
ment under Lieutenant Gordon having been actually attacked and cut off, and the reſt of the 


; (e) Vide. Appendix, N* LXXXI. | 
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Corps being ſurrounded by the Rabble levied under Sanction of the Begum, avowedly for the 
Service of Raja Cheyt Sing. | e 
% Par. 6. The 2 of theſe Levies is further corroborated by various Reports from 
Fyzabad, and by the Liſt of Cheyt Sing's Forces delivered to the Governor General at Chunar, 
in which the Troops ſaid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a Part of his Strength, muſt 


evidently be the ſame (ſince they agree in Number) with thoſe which Colonel Hannay declares to 
have been raiſed and ſent to him from Fyzabad. | 


(At the End.) | Warren Haſtings. 
cc Fort William, Edward Wheler. 
11th February 1782. | John Macpherſon.” (a) 


Read, the following Extract of a Letter from the Court of Directors to the Board 


at Calcutta, dated London, the 14th February 1783, from Book 42, already de- 
livered in. : 


«« 4, By the Second Article of the Treaty, the Nabob is permitted to reſume ſuch Jaghires as he 
ſhall think proper; with a Reſerve, that all ſuch Jaghiredars, for the Amount of whoſe Jaghires 
the Company are Guarantees, ſhall, in caſe of a Reſumption of their Lands, be paid the Amount 
of the net Collections through the Reſident. * | | 

g. We do not ſee how the Governor General could conſent to the Reſumption of ſuch Lands 
as the Company had engaged ſhould remain in the Hands of thoſe who poſſeſſed them previous to 
the Execution of the late Treaty, without ſtronger Proofs of the Begum's Defection than have 
been laid before us: Neither can we allow it to be good Policy to reduce the ſeveral Jaghiredars, 
and thus uniting the Territory, and the Troops maintained for the Protection of that Territory, 
under one Head, who may by that Means, at ſome future Period, become a very powerful Enemy 
to the Company. | | 

* 6. With reſpect to the Reſumption of the Jaghires poſſeſſed by the Begums in particular, and 
the ſubſequent Seizure of the Treaſure depoſited with the Vizier's Mother, which the Governor 
General, in his Letter to the Board, 23 January 1782, has declared he ſtrenuouſly encouraged 


and ſupported, we hope and truſt, for the Honour- of the Britiſh Nation, that the Meaſure ap- 
peared to be fully juſtified in the Eyes of all Hindoſtan,”, | (OK; 

© The Governor General has informed us, “That it can be well atteſted, that the Begums prin 
% cipally excited and ſupported the late Commotions; and that they carried their Inveteracy to the 
« Engliſh Nation ſo far, as to aim at our utter Extirpation.“ 2 11 

&« 7, It muſt have been publicly known, that in 1775 the Reſident at the Vizier's Court not only 
obtained from the Begum, Widow of the late Sujah Dowlah, on the Nabob's Account, Thirty 
Lacks of Rupees, Half of which was to be paid ro the Company, but alſo the Forbearance of 
Twenty-ſix Lacks, for the Repayment of which ſhe had Security in Land, on the Nabob's 
agreeing to renounce all further Claims upon her, and that to this Agreement the Company were 
Guarantees. net, 

« 8, We find that on the 2 1iſt of December 1775, the Begum complained of a Breach of En- 
gagements on the Part of the Nabob; ſoliciting your Protection for herſelf, her Mother, and for 
all the Women belonging to the Seraglio of the late Nabob, from the Diſtreſſes to which they 
were reduced; in conlequence whereof it was agreed, in Conſultation 2d January 1796, to re- 
monſtrate wi. lr the Vizier; the Governor General remarking, „That as the Repreſentative of our 
* Government has become an Agent in this Buſineſs, and has pledged the Honour and Faith of 
* the Company, for the punctual Obſervance of the Conditions under which the Treaty was con- 
© cluded, you had a Right to interfere, and Juſtice demanded it, if it ſhould appear that thoſe 
© Engagements have been violated.” And the Board at the ſame Time reſolved, © That as ſoon 
* as the Begum's Engagements with the Nabcb, to which Mr. Briſtow is a Party, ſhall be fulfilled 
* on her Part, this Government will think themſelves bound to protect her againſt any further 

te Demand or Moleſtation.“ | x, 
49. If therefore the Diſaſſection of the Begums was not a Matter of public Notoriety, we can- 
not but be alarmed for the Effects which theſe ſubſequent Tranſactions muſt have had on the Minds 
of the Natives of India. The only Conſolation we feel upon this Occaſion is, that the Amount of 
thoſe Jaghires for which the Company were Guarantees, is to be paid through our Reſident at the 
Court ot the Vizier; and it very materially concerns the Credit of your Government, on no ac- 
count to ſuffer ſuch Payments to be evaded. | | 

& 10. If it ſhall hereafter be found that the Begums did not take that hoſtile Part againſt the 
Company which has been repreſented (as well in the Governor General's Narrative, as in ſeveral 
Documents therein referred to; and as it nowhere appears, from the Papers at preſent in our 
Poſſeſſion, that they excited any Commotion previous to the Impriſonment of Rajah Cheyt Sing), 
but only armed themſelves in conſequence of that Tranſaction; and as it is probable that ſuch a 
Conduct proceeded entirely from Motives of Self-defence, under an Apprehenſion that they them- 
ſelves might likewiſe be laid under unwarrantable Contributions, we direct that you uſe your In- 


| 
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fluence with the Vizier, that their Jaghires may be reſtored to them; but if they ſhould be under Ap- 
prehenſions reſpecting the future Conduct of the Vizier, and with our further Protection, it is our 
Pleaſure that you afford thoſe Ladies an Aſylum within the Company's Territories, and theſe be 

aid the Amount of the Net Collection of their Jaghires, agreeably to the Second Article of the 

— Treaty, through the Medium of our Reſident, as may be aſcertained upon an Average Eſti- 
mate of ſome Years back. | n 
(Signed at the End), 

Henry Fletcher, 

Nath! Smith, 

John Harriſon, 

George Tatem, 

R. Hall, 

Henry Savage, 

Step. Luſhingrton, 

John Smith, 

John Hunter, 

L. Darell. 

Joſeph Sparkes, 

Ben. Booth, 

Jac* Wilkinſon.” 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 28th Auguſt 1783, from Book 
156, already delivered in, beginning at Page 731 of the ſame. | 


Fort William, 28th Auguſt 1783, 
„„ At a Council; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Wane — Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident; 
| ohn Macpherſon, ; | 
John Stables, | Eſquires, 
Mr. Wheler abſent. 


« Mr. Wheler having left the following Minute with the Secretary in conſequence of reading, 
the General Letter of the 14th February at the laſt Meeting, in the Public Department, it is now 


« General Letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 14th February 1783. 


„ Mr. Wheler.—It always has been and always will be my Wiſh to conform implicitly to the 
Orders of the Court of Directors; and I truſt that the Opinion on * which I ſhall give upon Sic in Orig. 
that Part of the Court's Letter which is now before us, will not be taken up againſt its Mean- | 
ing, as going to a Breach of them. The Orders at preſent under the Board's Conſideration are 
entirely proviſional, - | 
Nothing has paſſed ſince the Concluſion of the Agreement made by the Governor General 
'with the Vizier at Chunar, which induces me to allow the Opinion which I before held, as well 
from the Governor General's Reports to this Board as the Opinions which I have heard of many 
Individuals totally unconcerned in the Subject, that the Begums at Fuzabad did take a hoſtile Part 
againſt the Company during the Diſturbances in Benares ; and I am impreſſed with a Conviction that 
this Conduct of the Begums did not proceed entirely from Motives of Self-defence. But as the 
Court of DireQors appear to be of a different Opinion, and conceive that there ought to be 
ſtronger Proofs of the Defection of the Begums than have been laid before them, I think that | 
before we decide on their Orders, the late + preſent Reſident at the Vizier's Court, and the Com- +Sicin Orig. 
manding Officers in the Vizier's Country, ought to be required to collect and lay before the 
Board all the Information they can obtain with reſpe& to the Defection of the Begum during 
the Troubles in Benaras, and their preſent Diſpoſition to the Company. 
© The Governor General deſires to record the following Minute. 
The Governor General.—1 think Mr. Wheler has miſconceived the Intention of the Court 
of Directors. I have attentively read the Fourth and ſubſequent Paragraph of the Letter of the 
14th February, but find no Order expreſſed or implied in them which can warrant the Enquiry 
E by Mr. Wheler. The Court of Directors is already in Poſſeſſion of complete and 
egal Evidence of the hoſtile Part taken by the Begums of Fuzabad againſt the Company. I 
cannot directly object to the Propoſal for collecting treſh Evidence on the ſame Charges, but 1 
muſt be informed of the Object of it, before I can aſſent ro it, I do therefore object to the 
Queſtion in the preſent Terms and State of it.“ 
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Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 22d September 1783, from 
Book 84, beginning at Page 106 of the ſame Book. _ 


« Fort William, the 22d September. 
« At a Council; Preſent, : 


The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 
John Macpherſon, Tce; 

John Stables, 'FEſquires. 
Mr, Wheler abſent. 


« Read and approved the Proceedings of the 1 5th Inſtant. 


« The following Minute having been received from Mr. Stables the 18th Inſtant, is now 


fo « September gth, 1783. 

« Mr. Stables. The Court of Directors by their Letter of the 14th February 1783, ſeem not 
to be ſatisfied that the Diſaffection of the Begums to this Government is ſufficiently proved by the 
Evidence before them. 

„] therefore think that the late and preſent Reſident and Commanding Officers in the Vizier's 
Covntry at the Time, ſhould be called upon to collect what further Information they can on this 
Subject, in which the Honour and Dignity of the Government is ſo materially concerned, and 
that ſuch Information may be immediately tranſmitted to the Court of Directors. 

In the Enquiry propoſed to be made, I wiſh it particularly to be attended to, whether any 
hoſtile Intention or Mark of Diſaffection to this Government in the Conduct of the Begums ap- 
peared before the Troubles of Benaras. 

&« [ think the Reſident at the Vizier's Court ſhould be called upon to give Information to 
the Board whether the Amount of the Begum's Jaghires has been paid to them, and by what 
Channel the Payment has been made. The Governor General deſires that the Paragraphs of 
the Letter from the Court of Directors of the 14th February 1783, to which Mr. Stables 
alludes in his Minute, may be entered in this Place, becauſe it does not appear to him that the 
Court of Directors had directed any Enquiry to be made, ſuch as is now propoſed ; that it ap- 
- pears to him both too late and unneceſſary at this Time to renew it, as very ſtrong and au- 
thenticated Evidence of the Diſaffection of the Begums has been collected and tranſmitted to the 
Court of Directors; and as the Reaſons aſſigned by the Court of Directors, if theſe ſhall be 
tranſmitted with the Orders for the Enquiry, will prove in their Effect an Order collecting Evi- 


dence to the Juſtification and Acquittal of the Begums, not for the Inveſtigation of the Truth 
of the Charges which have been preferred againſt them.“ 


« The Governor General thinks it unneceſſary to make any other Comment upon the Mo- 
tion, or to give either his Aſſent or Diſſent to it; but as the latter may be implied in the pre- 
ceding Obſervations, if Evidence is to be collected, it ſhould be collected from all Perſons capable 
of giving it, and not confined to official Characters.“ 


« Par. 6th, - With reſpect to the Reſumption of the Jaghires poſſeſſed by the Begums in 
particular, and the ſubſequent Seizures of the Treaſure depoſited with the Vizier's Mother, 
which the Governor General in his Letter to your Board 23d January 1782 has declared he 
ſtrenuouſly encouraged and ſupported, we hope and truſt, for the Honour of. the Britiſh Nation, 
that the Meaſure appeared to be fully juſtified in the Eyes of all Indoſtan. The Governor Ge- 
neral has informed us that it can be well atteſted, that the Begums principally excited and 
© ſupported the late Commotions; and that they carried their [nveteracy to the Engliſh Na- 
“ tion, ſo far as to aim at our utter Extirpation.“ 10 

« gh. If therefore the Diſaffection of the Begums was not a Matter of public Notoriety, we 
cannot but be alarmed for the Effects which thoſe ſubſequent Tranſactions muſt have had on 
the Minds of the Natives of India. The only Conſolation we feel upon the Occaſion is, that 
the Amount of thoſe Jaghires for which the Company were Guarantees is to be paid through 
our Reſident at the Court of the Vizier; and it very materially concerns the Credit of your 
Government on no Account to ſuffer ſuch Payments to be evaded. | | 

% 10th. If it ſhall hereafter be found, that the Begums did not take that hoſtile Part againſt 
the Company which has been repreſented as well in the Governor General's Narrative, as in ſeveral 
Documents therein referred toz and as it no where appears from the Papers at preſent in our 
Poſſeſſion, that they excited any Commotion previous to the Impriſoament of Rajah Cheyt Sing, 
but only armed themſclves in conſequence of that Tranſaction; and as it is probable, that ſuch 
a Conduct proceeded entirely from Motives of Self-defence, under an Apprehenſion that they 
themſelves might likewiſe be laid under unwarranted Contributions; we direct that you uſe 
your Influence with the Vizier that their Jaghires may be reſtored to them; but if they ſhould 
be under Apprehenſions reſpecting the future Conduct of the Vizier, and wiſh our further Pro- 

tection, it is our Pleaſure that you afford thoſe Ladies an Aſylum within the Company's 
Territories, and thoſe be paid the Amount of the net Collection of their Jaghires, agreeably to 


the 2d Article of the Jate Treaty, through the Medium of our Reſident, as may be aſcertained 
upon an Average Eſtimate of ſome Years back.“ 
8 
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The Counſel for the Defendant requeſted Mr. Macpherſon's Minute, upon the 
ſame Subject, might alſo be read. | 


The ſame was read, as follows, from a Conſultation of the 13th October 1783, 
beginning at Page 681 of the ſame Book : | | | 


« Fort William, 13th October 1783. 
„ 4% At at a Council; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident, 
John Macpherſon, 
and Eſquires. 
John Staples, 
Mr. Wheler abſent up the Country. 


( Mr. Macpherſon having delivered the following Opinion upon the Company's Orders of the 


« Ath February reſpecting the Begums at Fyzabad, it was ſent in Circulation, and is now * Sicin Orig. 
entered. | 


o 


Received 8th October. 


« Mr, Macpherſon. Rs 25th September, 

J have read the General Letter from the Court of Directors of the 14th of February with 
« Attention, When it was firſt read in Council, 1 underſtood the Paragraphs about the Begums 
te as directing an Inveſtigation of the Grounds on which they were deprived of their Jaghires; and 
te that we ſhould uſe our Influence with the Vizier to put them in Poſſeſſion of the Faakizes, if 
« there was not ſufficient Evidence of their rebellious Conduct, — the Troubles at Benares, 

“ On a cloſe Attention to the Words and Spirit of the different Paragrapbs upon this Sub 
te jet, I do not think that we are directed to commence any new Inveſtigation of Evidence. In- 
« deed I do not well ſee how ſuch an Inveſtigation could be regularly undertaken, or what ſalutary 
« Purpoſe it could produce. | | 

“ There has been no Appeal from the Begums to this Government; and there certainly was 
te ſufficient Proof, at the Time that thoſe who had the Management of their Concerns, during the 
Troubles of Benares, were no Friends, but real Enemies, to the Cauſe of the Engliſh. 

«© The Points which the Court of Directors ſeem to have moſt at Heart are, iſt, That the En- 
ie gagement of the 2d Article of the Benares Treaty ſhould be faithfully fulfilled ; and 2dly, To 
« ovard againſt the future Conduct of the Vizier, if he ſhould be diſpoſed to oppreſs the Begums. 

« We thould therefore aſcertain whether the Amount of the Jaguirs of the Begums is regu» 
& larly paid to them through the Company's Reſident; and give them Notice that no future De- 
© mands ſhall be made upon them. This the Governor General might, I think, do in a Letter 
« that would make the Begums ſenſible of their paſt Miſconduct, yet inform them of the Lenity 
« and gracious Intentions of the Company in ordering them an Aſylum in Bengal, in caſe of future 


« Diſtreſs. In conſequence of the foregoing Opinion from Mr. Macpherſon, the following Minute 
« was delivered by the Governor General. 


G. G. 1 | - Gheretty, 9 Oftober 1783. Sic in Orig. 
„ ſhould gladly acquieſce in the Motion made by Mr. Macpherſon, if I thought it poſſibſe Minute from 

© to frame a Letter to the Begums in any Terms which ſhould at the ſame Time convey the Inti- the Governor 

© mation propoſed by it, and not defeat the Purpoſe of it, or be productive of Evils greater than General. 

* any which exiſt in the Conſequences of the Proceedings which have already taken place, and 

<*« which Time has almoſt obliterated. The Orders of the Court of Directors are conditional. They 

te require nothing but in the Event of Diſcoveries made ſubſequent to the Advices which were before 

« you on the 14th February laſt, in Alleviation of the former Conduct of the Begums; nothing has 

e fſince appeared in relation to them; but their Refuſal, or rather that of One, to fulfil her En- 

« gage ments for the Payment of the Remainder of the Sum exacted from her by the Nabob Vizier 

© in the Beginning of the laſt Year, Whatever Obedience may be due to the clear and aſcertained 

« Spirit of the Orders of the Court of Directors, this Obligation cannot extend to Points of 

e which neither the Letter nor evident Spirit of their Orders apply. If I am rightly informed, the 

« Nabob Vizier and the Begums are on Terms of mutual Good-will, It would ill become this 

Government to interpoſe its Influence by any Act which might tend to revive their Animoſities; 

c“ and a very flight Occaſion would be ſufficient to effect it. It will be to little Purpoſe to tell them 

that their Conduct has in our Eſtimation of it been very wrong, and at the fame Time to announce 

* to them the Orders of our Superiors, which more than indicate the reverſe. They will in- 

« ſtantly take fire on ſuch a Declaration, proclaim the Judgment of the Company in their Favour, 

« demand a Reparation of the Acts which they will conſtrue Wrongs 4 which ſuch a Sentence war- t * Thus in 

s ranting that Conſtruction, and either accept the Invitation to the proclaimed Scandal of the Orig.” 

« Vizier, which will not add to the Credit of our Government, or remain in his Dominions, but not 

* under his Authority, to add to his Vexations, and the Diſorder of the Country by continual In- 


* trigues 


gie in Orig. 
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« trigues and Seditions. Enough alread * exiſts to affect his Peace, and the Quiet of his People, 
&« If we cannot heal, let us not inflame the Wounds which have been inflicted, | 
e If the Begums think themſelves aggrieved to ſuch a Degree as to juſtify them in an Appeal 
ce to foreign Juriſdiction, to appeal to it againſt a Man ftanding in the Relation of Son and 
„ Grandlon to them, to appeal to the Juſtice of thoſe who have been the Abettors and Inſtruments 
« of their imputed Wrongs, let us at leaſt permit them to be the Judges of their own Feelings, and 
* prefer their Complaints, before we offer to redreſs them. They will not need to be prompted. 
e hope I ſhall not depart from the Simplicity of official Language in ſaying, that the Majeſty 
«* of Juſtice ought to be approached with Solicitation, not deſcend to provoke or invite it, much 
< Jeſs to debaſe itſelf by the Suggeſtion of Wrongs and the Promiſe of Redreſs, with the Denun- 


« cjation of Puniſhment before Trial, and even before Accuſation. 
« (Signed) W. Haſtings, 


«© Mr. Macpherſon.—l ſee with the Governor General the Difficulty of writing a Letter to the 
« Begums, that would not, in ſome Degree, extenuate their paſt Conduct, yet convey to them a 
©* Knowledge of the Protection tendered to them in the Event of future Diſtreſſes by the Court of 
Directors. | 

« I wiſhed to adopt an Expedient to ſhew the Company that we were ready to meet any 
© Wiſhes they had on the Subject. I only ſuggeſted the Idea, but do not move it as a Queſtion. 

«* The Majeſty of Juſtice ought certainly to be met with Solicitation, and ſhould not deſcend 
e to provoke or invite it; but from ſome Expreſſion in the Letter of the Court of Directors, I am 
&« led to think they had ſome Complaint before them, or a different Repreſentation from the Evi- 
« dence ſent by this Government about the Rebellion of the Begums, when they wrote their Di- 
& rections of the 14th February laſt ; otherwiſe they would either have approved or diſapproved of 
te the Conduct of this Adminiſtration, upon the Facts ſtated to them, or have been ſilent till they 
« received further Advices. I agree with Mr. Stables, that the Reſident at the Court of Oude 
e ſhould be called upon to ſtate to the Board, whether the Begums have received the Amount of 


< their Jaghuirs,”) 
Read, from Book 81, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 28th July 1783, beginning at Page 213 of the ſame Book. | 
| > 4 « Fort William, 28th July 1983. 
«© At a Council; Preſent, Fiat | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident, 


Edward ples, 'F Eſquir 4 


John Staples, 
Mr. Macpherſon indiſpoſed. 


4 LIST of Mr. Middleton's public Correſpondence with the Honourable Board, from the 
Period of ſigning the Treaty at Chunar, to the 23d October 1782, when he delivered over 


the Reſidency to Mr. Briſtow. | 
« Of Date 15th October 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 


4 ditto 1781, To ditto ditto 
20th ditto 1781, To the Honourable Board. 
23d ditto 1781, Ditto ditto. 


28th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 


29th ditto 1781, To the Honourable Board. 
zoth ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 


2d November 1781, Ditto ditto ditto. 
14th ditto 1781, Ditto ditto ' ditto, 
4th December 1781, Ditto ditto ditto. 


12th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 
17th ditto 1781, To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

19th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 
22d ditto 1781, Ditto ditto ditto, 

24th ditto 1781, To the Comptroller of the Offices. 

27th ditto 1781, To the Honourable the Governor General. 


20 ditto 178, Ditto ditto ditto, 
zd January 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 
roth ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 
13th ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 
15th ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 
18th ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto. 
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Of Date 20th January 1782, To the Honourable the Governor General. 


25th ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto, 
27th ditto 1782, Ditto ditto ditto, 
(At the End of the Lift), | 
(Signed) Nath' Middleton; 
(And at the End of Conſultation), i 
(Signed) Warren Haſtings, 


John Macpherſon, 
John Stables.” (a) 


Read, from Book B, already delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Middle- 
ton to Mr, Haſtings, dated the 8th October 1782. 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, &c, &c. &c. 
« Sir, | 
„ Incloſed I have the Honour to forward you Letters from his Majeſty Shaw Aulum and 
Mirza Shuffee Cawn ; and am, with the higheſt Reſpect, | 
| Sir, 
Your moſt obedient and 
molt humble Servant, | 
(Signed) N. Middleton, Reſident, &c.“ 


Read, from the Appendix to the Banares Narrative, the following Extract, begin- 
ning at Page 87 of the ſame. 


«© NuM. 37. 
“To the Nabob Vizeer. 


*« Your Excellency will have heard from Report the rebellious and treacherous Conduct of Cheit 
Sing, which has delayed for a few Days my Departure towards Lucknow; and I am now arrived 
at Chunargur, where I ſhall remain ſome Time, to puniſh this Treachery and Rebellion, which 


has originated from his own wicked Diſpoſition, Your Excellency will therefore be pleaſed to 


return to Lucknow; and as the ſole Object of my. Journey from Calcutta to this Quarter was to have 
an Interview with your Excellency, by the Bleſſing of God having ſhortly puniſhed in an 
exemplary Manner this Rebel, I ſhall be made happy by meeting your Excellency, who in the 
mean while muſt not ſuffer any An or Doubts to exiſt reſpecting this Buſineſs, 

% As in this Time of Neceſſity Troops are wanted here, and our Concerns are the ſame, I have 
therefore written to Lieutenant Polhill, who is with ſome Companies of your Excellency's Sepoys 
at Illahabad, to come to this Place, and have promiſed to acquaint you with it; aſſuring him, 
that your Excellency will approve of his coming here. 


75 Chunargur, : * Warren Haſtings.“ (5) | 
23d Auguſt 1781. : e 


* 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 88 
of the ſame. 13 | | 


. 39. 
| « To Mr. Nath. Middleton, Collector, &c. Lucknow. 
« Sir | 
6 Immediately upon Receipt of this Letter you will be pleaſed to pack up and diſpatch One 
Lack of Rupees in Silver, to be delivered here to the Commanding Officer of this Place. Should 
you not polis a Sum equal to this Amount in your Treaſury, you will be pleaſed to exert every 
Means in your Power to raiſe it upon your own Credit, or otherwiſe; and when prepared, put it 
in charge of the Officer commanding the Regiment of Sepoys which I lately ordered from 


Khaunpoor to Lucknow, He is directed to eſcort the Treaſure with his whole Force to this 
Place. | | 


« You will further be pleaſed, immediately on Receipt of this, to ſend an Agent to Illahabad, 


with Directions to purchaſe Grain to ſuch Amount as he may be able to diſpatch by Water from 
thence to this Fortreſs, for the Uſe of the Troops encamped near it. | 


% You will alſo, as ſoon as poſſible, acquaint the Nabob Vizeer, that inſtead of meeting him 


upon the Road from Lucknow to Banaris, I now intend meeting him at Lucknow; and that 1 


conſequently requeſt he will immediately return to that Place, and there wait my Arrival. 


„ Chunargur, « I am, &c. | 
the 23d of Auguſt 1781. « Warren Haſtings.” (c) 
(a) Vide Appendix, N* XLIII. (5) Vide ſupra, P. 195. (c) Vide ſupra, ibid. 


II 5 's Read, 
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Read, alſo, further Extract from the ſame. Appendix, beginning at Page 102 of the 
ſame. | | 


ch Nom. 67. 


| « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, &c. 

« My dear Sir, | 7 St 
« I am this Inſtant favoured with your's of the 24th, and I Yeſterday received your publick 
Letter of the 23d. The Khaunpoor Regiment is arrived at Lucknow, and by To-morrow will, 


I have no doubt, be on its March, with a Lack of Rupees, to join. you. Proviſions will alſo be 
ſent you daily from Illahabad. The Nabob will move towards you immediately. No Perſuaſions 


will induce him to return to Lucknow. On this Subject I have written fully to Johnfon. I have 
received no Letters from you but the Twa above mentioned. We ſhall be near you in Eight 
Days. | | | 
«© Huſſaupoor, — « My dear Sir, &c. 
29th Augult 1781. | « Nath. Middleton.” (a) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 104 
of the ſame. 


„N Num. 69. 
* To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, &c. 


& Honourable Sir, | 


« The unuſual Failure of Intelligence from you, and the Reports which are brought to me by 
the Natives being fraught with alarming Accounts of your Situation, haye determined me to 
.detach immediately Two Regiments of Sepoys, 40 European Artillery-men, with Four Guns 
and One Howitz, with Orders to proceed with all Expedition to join you; and the Officer com- 
manding the Detachment has Orders to purſue ſuch Meaſures, and make ſuch Movements, as he 
ſhall deem expedient, according to his Intelligence, for effecting that Service. They will ſet off 
on Saturday next, September the 1ſt. The Artillery, for the ſake of Expedition, is to 
down by Water to Illahabad, where it is to wait for the Arrival of the Sepoys. I ſhall * 
ately order Three Battalions from the Detachment at Calpee to march to this Station, and One 
Battalion under Major 7 will be left for the Protection of that Place. A freſh Supply of 
Ammunition has been diſpatched to Lucknow for Major Roberts's Regiment. — Though I cannot 
but imagine, that were your Situation anyways critical or dangerous, and you ſtood in need of 
Military Force to aſſiſt you, I ſhould not have remained fo long without receiving Orders from you 
to ſend Troops down; yet I doubt not but the Step I have taken will receive your Approbation, 
as there is a Poſſibility of your Orders having miſcarried, and the Conſequence of a Delay, in ſuch 
a Caſe, might prove ſerious and dangerous.— I ſhall order the Regiment of my Brigade that is 
now at Futtehgur, to march down to this Station as ſoon as poſſible.—As the quick Arrival of 
this Letter to your Hands is promiſed to be rewarded by you, or the Officer who receives it, I 
beg leave to requeſt that you may be pleaſed to order the Sepoys and Boatmen ſuch Rewards, 
honorary or pecuniary, as you may think equal to the Merit of their Service, 

« I have the Honour to be, &c. 


cc Khaunpoor, James Mor gan, Colonel.” 


29th Auguſt 1781. 


% Num. 70. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, &c. Banaris. 
„ Honourable Sir, | | 


Since I incloſed the accompanying Duplicate, I have received a Letter from Lieutenant Pigott 
at Illahabad, covering a Note from Colonel Blair, to communicate your Orders to an Officer 
commanding a Detachment proceeding from Khaunpoor to Banaris by Water; and Lieutenant 
Pigott has ſent Three Copies of it that have ſince arrived. His Care and Attention 1 muſt beg 
leave to recommend here, as from theſe I received the farſt authentic Intelligence of your being 
in want of Troops to aſſiſt you; and as by the Words of Colonel Blair's Note, it appears that 
you had diſpatched Orders to me for ſending a Detachment of Troops down to Banaris ; but thefe* 
Orders never reached me, and I am now at a Loſs to know what Strength you wiſhed the De- 
tachment. To-day, Part of the Detachment I ſend down to you under Command of Major 
Crabb will embark, and To-morrow the whole will ſet off: It conſiſts of a Party of Artillery 
under Captain Hill, the Two Flank Companies of the European Regiment, and Two Regiments 


. 
* 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 203. 
1 | 


of 


— 
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of Sepoys, with Four 6 Pounders and One Howitz ; Tumbrils, Ammunition, Draft and Car: 


riage Cattle, All will proceed by Wa 


« Khaunpoor, 
zoth Auguſt 1781. 


% N. B. The Bearer is highly deſerving a good Reward.” 


ter, but no more Boats can be procured here. 
Y 6 have the Honour to be, &c. 


7 


James Morgan, Colonel.“ (a) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 108 


of the ſame. 


« Num. 75. 
& To the Nabob Vizier. 


I was made happy by the Receipt of your Excellency's Two Letters, accompanied by Mr. Mid- 
dleton's, acquainting me that you have advanced ſome Days Journey from Lucknow, and arrived 
at Peepulpoor, and that you would proceed from thence towards this Place, where you would ſoon 
arrive, Before this I wrote to your Excellency, requeſting that you would lay afide your Intention 
of coming here, and return to Lucknow, that you might not ſuffer any Inconvenience on the Road, 
from the rebellious Diſpoſition of Cheit Sing's People; and that I, having ſettled theſe Matters, 
would proceed to an Interview with your Excellency; and that you ought by no means to think of 
coming to this Quarter. But as I learn, that notwithſtanding this, your Excellency is reſolved on 
coming to my Aſſiſtance, I am filled with the higheſt Gratitude for ſo noble a Proof of your 
Friendſhip. It is now incumbent on your Prudence and Circumſpection that you advance with the 


2 Caution, to prevent any Inconvenience from the Treachery of Cheit Sing's People. 


As 


n as I am informed of your Excellency's Approach to Chunar, I will croſs the River with as man 


Troops as I have with me, and will proceed to meet you. 
a {mall Part of his Detachment, attacked a lar 


Three Days ago Major Popham, wit 
e Force of Cheit Sing's entrenched near the Fort 


of Pateeta, defeated them completely, and — Four Guns, ſeveral Tumbrils of Ammunition, 
and a conſiderable Quantity of all Sorts of Military Stores. I beg leave to congratulate your Excel- 
lency on this ſignal Succeſs.“ (5) 

« September 6th, 1781.” 


bl 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 109 


of the ſame. 


66 Nun. 77. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, &c. 


*« Honourable Sir, 


« A Detachment of 100 Euro 


peans, 3o Artillery Men under Captain Hill, 2 Regiments of Se- 


poys, 1 Howitz, &c. under the Command of Major Crabb, ſet off by Water on the 31ſt ult. for 


Chunargur. Your Order of the 25th ult. I received the 1ſt, and that of the 26th on the 2d. 
by Expreſs your Order to Colonel Cumming immediately, 


ment with my whole Force as 
form you of what I have done. 


„ Khaunpoor, 
4th September 1781. 


Read, alſo, the followin 
of the ſame, 


I ſent 
I am preparing to follow the Detach- 


ſoon as poſſible, I have wrote to you Letters in Triplicate, to in- 

I have given Major Crabb particular Orders to carry down Grain 
and Proviſions with him and gave him 25,000 Rupees to purchaſe it with, which was all the Caſh 
in the Treaſury here. I am now much diſtreſſed for Boats. Some of my Letters I ſent down by 
Water. Depend upon my uſing the utmoſt Expedition. 


&« have the 


Honour to be, &c. 


* 


60 James Morgan, Colonel.“ (c ) 


g Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 110 


© Nux. 79. 
« To Colonel Morgan. 


© You have ated nobly ; and with a Deciſion that does you Honour, I moſt heartily thank you. 
I have had a Letter from Major Crabb, dated the 2d, from Illahabad : He propoſed to march by 
Land from thence, and I expect him hourly, though I have not heard from him ſince. The Nabob 
is near; Major Moſes Crawford is alſo on the Way from Dynapoor, and is reported to be at 


Sukkerdeea, which is but-4 Coſs from Ramnagur. 


I have written to you the News of the 23d. 


On that Morning Captain Blair, with 5 Battalion Companies and 2 Companies of Major Pop- 


* 


8 


ham's Grenadiers, with Two Six Pounders, attacked the Enemy, encamped in a Body of more 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 206. 


() Vide ſupra, Page 206. 


() Vide ſupra, ibid, 


than 


| 
| 
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than 4000 Men, at Patecta; and after a very ſevere and doubtful Conflict, in which we loſt 105 
Men, killed and wounded, he obtained a moſt deciſive Victory, taking all their Guns and Am- 


munition, viz. 4 Guns, 4 Tumbrils, and of Ammunition an incredible Quantity, moſt of which 


he deſtroyed, ſpiked One Gun, and brought away the reſt. I hope that it will be unneceſſary for 
you yourſelf to proceed this Way; yet march, and uſe your own Diſcretion in advancing. If 
your Preſence ſhall be required, you will receive the ſureſt Proof of it by the Failure of my 
Letters, I leſs fear the actual Enemy than the Contagion of the Example. I am much pleaſed 
with the Nabob. 1 


« Chunar, | Warren Haſtings.“ 
8th September 1781. 


cc Nun. 80. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire. 

« Dear Sir, = | | pe, 

„ Futtch Shah, Genoo Roy, and Ajeet Mull, with a large Body of armed Men, are come into 
Huſſeepoor. The Two laſt have, I underſtand, joined Futteh Shah, on a Promiſe of his Aſſiſt- 
ance in obtaining Poſſeſſion for them of their Zemeedaries in Gooruck poor, which is to be the 
Second Object of this Confederacy. I have no Force to defend any Part of my Diſtricts, and 
have therefore been under the Neceſſity of calling on the Zemeedars of Sircar Sarun for their 
Aſſiſtance on this Occaſion, and ſome of the principal Men amongſt them are gone with their 
Dependants to Huſſee poor; but I confeſs I have no great Confidence in them. Several of them 
are intimately connected with Cheit Sing; there are allo ſome allied by Marriage to Doorgbijey 
Sing and to Owſan Sing. The Names of theſe laſt are Gopaul Narain, Serib Narain, Govind 
Narain, Hir-Govindſaw, Boniſſer Saw, and Ragonaut Saw, Letters to them from Doorgbijey 
Sing and Owſan Sing would be of infinite Service, and might in ſome Degree counteract the 
infamous Attempts of Cheit Sing. One Letter of his (and I have Reaſon to believe there are 
many in Circulation) addreſſed to Durjoo Sing, a Zemidar of the Diſtrict, at preſent employed 
in Huſſecpoor, was by him carried to the Aumil of that Place, who immediately ſent it to me. 
It is ſigned by Cheit Sing's own Hand, and has the large Seal of his Government affixed to it. 


Hie therein deſires Durjoo Sing to kill every European and Sepoy he can, and join him with all 


his People. X k 

0 ny Letter of the 25th ultimo I acquainted you with the Application I had made to Colo- 
nel Ahmuty for a Battalion of Sepoys, and with his Refuſal. He wrote me, that the whole Force 
at Dinapoor was Nine Companies that they were lately incorporated, and the Arms they had 
unſerviceable. | 
<« have the Honour to be, &c. 
« Chuprah, | 
4th Setember 1781. | Charles Græme.“ (a) 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page t 1 of 


the ſame. 
N Nun. 94. 


| « To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, 
« Honourable Sir, i 
« Tt is with the greateſt Concern I ſend you the incloſed for Mr. Middleton, intercepted by the 
Rajah's People. There is another Letter from Major Hannay, dated Fyzabad, 1oth inſtant ; the 
Purport of which is nearly the ſame as that encloſed, to caution you againſt the ſecret Deſigns 
of the Nabob, and that he (Major Hannay) is much diſtreſſed and ill. The Rajah will not ſuffer 
me to ſend the Major's Letter to you, from ſome capricious Whim : I dare not now aſk him ; but 
the Major ſays nothing more than I tell you. I was obliged, from ſad Neceſſity, to tell the Rajah 
ſome Part of the Contents of the encloſed ; but I took care it ſhould be merely plauſible : I omitted 
ſuch Particulars as he might take the leaſt Advantage of. For Heaven's Sake, Sir, condeſcend to 
liſten to ſome Terms of Conciliation, while we can do it without leſſening our Dignity. Pardon 
me the Preſumption of adviſing you. I am, it is true, wanting in Wiſdom and the Knowledge of 
Politicks, but 1 fee the Rajah is very (I fear roo) formidable. I am greatly diſtreſſed at the Con- 
tents of the incloſed Letter. Heaven avert the impending Storm, and protect you ever! 


« Lutteefpoor, - 
Tueſday Night, 11 O'Clock, Jacob Barnet (3).” 
18th September 1781. 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 207. | (5) Vide ſupra, Page 210. 


Read, 
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Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 140 
of the ſame. , | 55 75 
oy Num. 1 20. 5 85 
| « To Colonel Morgan. 
I, FR | | y N 
In my Letter to you, dated the 24th inſtant, I acquainted you, that as the Nabob 
his Return to his Capital would put a Stop to the Diſturbances which have lately ariſen in his 
Country, it was unneceſſary for you to proceed to Lucknow with your Brigade, as I at firſt di- 
rected. From a ſubſequent Converſation with the Miniſter, I find there is a Probability that 
the Nabob may be deceived in his Expectations, and ſtill require no Aſſiſtance; I have therefore 
directed Mr. Middleton, on the Nabob's Application to him in Writing for that Purpoſe, to ap- 


ply to you for the Aid of ſuch a Force as the Nabob may require; which I requeſt you will 
pleaſed to furniſh on Mr. Middleton's Requilition. | | : 


+ © Ramnagur, 1 I am, Sir, &c. | | 
27th September 1781. . | | Warren Haſtings,” 
% Num. „ | 
« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire. 


_ « Honourable Sir, | IE 
« I was honoured laſt Night with your Letters of the 24th inſtant; and leave to aſſure youz 


it is the Summit of my Ambition to merit your Approbation of my Conduct; and the Compli- - 


ment you paid the Troops which I ſent you, heightened my Satisfaction with additional Pleaſure; 
In conſequence of your Letter of the 19th, deſiring me to halt at this Place, I immediately ordered 
that Part of my Brigade that had croſſed over the Jooſy, to recroſs; but in order to loſe no Time, 
I ſhall directly march towards Lucknow, and, agreeable to your Directions, ſhall direct Colonel Sir 
John Cumming to croſs immediately at Khaunpoor, and proceed to Lucknow with Two Regi- 
ments, and Four Guns, and to comply with ſuch Requiſitions as the Nabob or the Reſident ma 

to him for Aſſiſtance, to eſtabliſh Tranquillity in his Excellency's Dominions. But I have the 
Pleaſure to inform you, that I learn, both by Letters written by Gentlemen. at Lucknow, and 
from my Intelligence Writer there, that the Commotions have ſubſided, and they entertained no 
Alarm, but from the Situation of Chunar; and I am ready to conclude, that the Brigade's halting 
here operated in ſome Meaſure to produce that good Effect; and I am now concerned I ſent to you 
that Extract from Mr. Blane's Letter, as I apprehend it was written without a right Conſideration 
of Circumſtances, and cauſed you ſome unneceſſary Alarm. Captain Law will croſs the River 
To-morrow Morning with all the Cavalry fit to ſerve on active Service, and I have given him In- 
ſtructions to uſe all Expedition on his Way down to Chunar. I ſhall march on this Side the 

Water up to Khaunpoor. I will write to Mr. Middleton to let me know if the Aſſiſtance of my 
Troops is wanted, and ſhall be prepared to afford him any Aid, either with my whole Force, ot 
any Part of it, ſhould the Detachment with Colonel Sir John Cumming not prove ſufficient for 
quelling any Diſturbances in the Nabob's Country ; bur in the preſent State of the Country I make 
no doubt of Colonel Cumming's Force being enough. As the Exigence of Affairs does not ſeem 
now to be preſſing, I have leit it to Colonel Cumming's Option, either to proceed with the Detach- 
ment, or to go and command at the Station of Futteh Ghur, with the Two Regiments he has left 
there, till further Orders from me. 


I have the Honour to be, & c. 
« Camp near Illahabad, | 1 
27th September 1781. | F J. DEorgen. (4) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Appendix, beginning at Page 143 
of the ſame. | | 5 


«© NuM." 124. 


« Tranſlation of a Letter found in Lutteefpoor the 6th of October, and forwarded to the Governor 
General by Captain 'Thomas Blair, 


« On Thurſday, after my Arrival at Banaris from Buxar, I went to Sewallah-Ghaut with a View 
of repreſenting to you ſeveral Circumſtances which 1 had learned concerning the oppoſite Party; 
but as they had got in before me, I was deprived of an Opportunity of ſeeing you. I was preſent 
at the Place where your Friends and People were fitting, and where they aſſembled together; and 
when you went into the Boat, notwithſtanding it was my earneſt Deſire to havę accompanied you, 
yet I had no Opportunity of doing it. The enſuing Day, the Paſſage of Boats to and fro was en- 
tirely obſtructed, and I was afraid to ſend you Intelligence from this Place, leſt the Letter ſhould 
have fallen into the Hands of the Enemy. They remained afterwards Four Days at this Place - 


—_— ” 
9 * 


* * r 


| (a) Vide ſupra, Page 223. 
„ with 
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with a few Men, and if you had then attempted to retaliate on them, you would certainly lrrve 
taken Two Pigeons in One Trap; but as all your Actions are accompanied with good Fort 
there is no Doubt but the Enemy will be ſoon overcome, For Two Days the Hircarrahs of the 

oppoſite Party came to my Houſe to make Enquiries; but, by the Bleſſing of God, no ill Conſe. 
- quence enſued, Now that you have taken this heavy Burthen upon pou elf, you muſt truſt en- 
tirely in God, and ſhew, on all Occaſions, the utmoſt Fortitude. The Alliance of ſeveral Chiefs, 
at a Time like this, is very neceſſary, and may be eaſily accompliſhed ; yet you muſt avoid forming 
any Connection with a Chief of ſuch Conſequence as may afterwards himſelf attempt an Inter- 
ference in your Affairs. Whatever Orders you give, mult proceed from your own Deliberation, 
Lam at preſent perfectly idle here, and I am very ſolicitous of an Interview with you, that I may in 
Perſon communicate to you my Opinions on ſeveral. Points which have occurred to me. By a Let- 
ter from Bulwunt Row, I underſtand that you wiſh me to inform myſelf concerning the Arrival of 
Hyder Beg, and to write you on the Subject. | a J 

« I will aſſuredly make every neceſſary Enquiry, both about Hyder Beg and the Nabob Aﬀeotf ' - 
ud Dowlah, and communicate to you the Reſult. I have already ſent confidential Perſons to both, 
and whatever I may in conſequence leatn, ſhall be communicated to you hereafter. Meanwhile 
the Matter is briefly this: You muſt never entertain Hopes of the Attachment of Hyder Beg; his 
whole Strength and Power A on the oppoſite Party; yet it is proper you ſhould attempt to 
conciliate the Favour of the Vizeer, by telling him that you are deſirous of repreſenting ſeveral 
Circumſtances to him; that you wiſh to perſuade him to detach himſelf from the oppoſite Party, 
and to reſume his former Authority over you. Without knowing your Sentiments on this Subject, 

it is not in my Power to act ſo of myſelf. | EE ah he 
It is however at all Events edviſeable, that if the Vizeer ſhould entirely embrace the other 
Party, you ſhould nevertheleſs wait upon him perſonally, and repreſent to him whatever you may 
deem adviſeable. I beg you will believe me to be in every Reſpect firmly attached to you. Major 
Hannay with One Battalion has left Gooruckpoor, and Letters have been ſent to Khaunpoor for 
Troops from thence; you ſhould therefore retaliate on them as ſoon as poſſible. If Hyder Beg, 
without your Conſent, ſhould attempt to join the oppoſite Party, it is proper you ſhould ſtation 
a ſuitable Force on this Side of the Fort of Chunar, to prevent his croſſing the River. Yeſte 
Rajah Gobind Ram and Lalla Bucheraje went and had an Interview with Hyder Beg. What 
more ſhall I ſay ? The Object of Hyder Beg is certainly to manifeſt his Attachment to the oppoſite - 
P arty wy (a) i 


Read, from Book C, already delivered in, the following Letter from Mr. Auriol to 
Mr. Middleton, dated the 23d May 1782. | 


% To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 
« Sir, | LE Sk 
I am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council, to acquaint you, that 
the Letter which you have written to the Governor General, encloſing the original Treaty con- 
cluded by him with the Vizier at Chunar, contained only that Part to which the Nabob had 
agreed and affixed his Seal ; I am therefore to requeſt that you will alſo ſend down the Requiſitions 
made by the Vizier, to which the Governor General agreed, and affixed his Seal and Signature, 


c6 I am, ry 
„ Fort William, Sir, | * 
the 23d May 1782. Your moſt obedient Servant, 
- | cf (Signed) J. P. Auriol, 
Secretary.“ 


Lucknow, | 


Read, from the ſame Book, the following Letter from the Board to Mr. Middle- 
ton, dated the 23d of September 1782. $85 


a To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Reſident at the Vizier's Court. 

cc ir, | | | ; 
«© Having thought fit to recall you to the Prefidency, and appoint Mr. John Briſtow to ſucceed 

to your Station, we hereby direct, that on Mr. Briſtow's Arrival at Lucknow, you immediately 

deliver 2 him of the Office of the Reſident, with all the Treaſure, Accounts, Papers, 

Documents, and Dependencies thereunto belonging, and make the beſt of your Way to Calcutta; 

for which Place you will then ſet out without * * | | 

| 4 « We are, Sir, 5 


To ſhew the Time when Mr. Middleton received the firſt Notice of his Recall from 


Fort William, L f Tour moſt obedient humble Servants, 
. | Signed) {Jobn Macpherſon,” | 


— 


(a e Page 225. 


0 92 


eus bench be 88 Pehgeg coguddb Mat as I& had been 


that the Letter of the 12th of December 17 82 was ſuppreſſtd, 
u be called in. P N 2113} 903 To 


Accordingly Mr. ROBERT- HUDSON was * e in, and the ' folawing 
Queſtion was put to him: 


28 curn to Letter from Mr Briſtow tothe Board, dated the . 


67 2 Tj . 252 u Df 
9 


Velter- 


. as HY 


X0:39290 19 N lie al Et; 


The Counſel for the Defendant region "thay. before the Letter of the 8 
December 1782 was produced, an Extract of a: Letter from the Board to Mr. 


Robert Hud! 


CYs 


Briſtow, dated the 3d of March 1783, Mgt be read, from a Canfultation of the ſame 


Date. 
The ſame was read from Book 85, already deliver in, e at Page 310 of 


the ſame Book: 
| (* Fort William, 3d March 1783. 
„% At a Council Preſent, T7 
The en Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, Preſident: 
« General Sir Eyre Coote, Commander in Chief. 
„% Edward Wheler, 
John LD, Eſquires. 
« Joha Stables, , 


Ry We defire you will 5 us if Tn what deans, have been taken for recovering 
Balance due from the Begum at Fyza and, if neceſſary, that recommend * 
« Vizier to enforce the moſt effectual Means for that 2 | Toe * 7 wt 
« We are, &c. 
(Signed) Warren Haſtings, | 
6 Fort William, signed) Eyre Coote, 
3d March 1783. (Signed) _Edw* Wheler, 
| (Signed) ohn Mac bark, 
' de ul ohn Stab 2@ 


Then the Counſel for the Defendant requeſted that an Extract of the 11 


mentioned from Mr. Briſtow to the Board, dated the iſt December 1782, might be 
read, 


The ſame was accordin read From the fame at Pa 2 
_— xdingly Conſultation, beginning ge 53s 


42 Major Gilpin, with One Battalion, has been ſtationed at Fyzabad, for the Purpoſe of 


g.the Vizier's Claim 3 — the Begum for the Recovery 9 his Patrimony depoſited i 1 
28 I applied co the r immediately upon my Arrival, for his Conſent to withdraw this 
Battalion, ſeeing little Probability that violent Meaſures would effect any further Payments. I 
« propoſed to him, to truſt to her-Generoſity for the Liquidation of the Balance, which was about 
„ Five Lacks. The Vizier would not at that Time acquieſce in my Propoſal, but determined on 
e making one more Effort previous to covey | it in her Diſcretion to prolong the Term of Pay- 
ment; his Exgellency' accordingly ad Letter to the um, conveying his Senſe af her 
evading the Performance of her Engagements, in very harſh Terms; and threatening in caſe of 


Secret Dep, 


5 2 Monday. 3d, 
March. 


Non- compliance with them, that her Eunuchs ſhould continue in Confinement, and Means be 
« taken to recover the Money from her, as the Company would never be ſatisfied without it: The 


« Begum in reply repreſented her Inability, having paid away all the Treaſure ever entruſted to her 
Charge by the late Vizier; but if the Eunuchs were enlarged, ſhe might, with their Aſſiſtance 

6 be condi to raiſe the Money upon Credit. On his Excellency's receivin ving this 1 rene wee 
my Solicitations for Permiſſion to withdraw the Battalion, reſting the Matter upon the Begum's 
« Promiſe of diſcharging the Balance when her Eunuchs ſhould be releaſed : I was 12 to this 
« Meaſure by the Repreſentations of Major Gilpin, who had been employed in the Buſineſs from 
« the Commencement z his Opinion, aſſerting that every practicable coercive Exertion had been 
e uſed, I beg leave to ſubmit to you in the encloſed Copy of his Letter to me on the Subject. 
« The Vizier at length acquieſced in the Battalions being withdrawn; for which | was the more 
anxious, as your Faftrudtions to me diſapprove of Detachments, and the State of Aﬀairs re- 

* quires the Appearance of a formidable Force on the Frontiers.” (a) 


r At the End) John Briſtow, | 
the 1ſt December 1782. Pry” : ene at the Vizier's Court.” 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


— 


a) Vide A ix, N LXXXVI. | 
6 Read, 
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Read, a further Extract of the Letter of the 4 March 1783, from the Board to 
Mr. Briſtow; from the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, beginnihg, at Page 304 
the e. 


$ | (Agreed that the following Letter be written to Mr. Briſto p. 
66 M3. Mr. John Britow. | 


4 Sir, bn 
« Having received Fey wkay into our Conſideration the following Letters from 5 you; ve e hall 
now enn "oo our We Fes and Orders upon them. 
23d November. 
iM in en iſt December. 
: ds dawn - 11th Ditto. 7 
| 19th Ditto. Two Letters. 
2 | 5 20cth Ditto. 


zZoth Ditto. 
| [2232467 | (Ar the End) (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
« Fort William, mou ' (Signed) Eyre Coote, 


3d March 1783. (Signed)  Edw* Wheler, 
| f | „ ian (Signed) John Macpherſon, 


(Signed) John Stables.”) (a) 8 


Then the Managers for the Commons deſired ; an Extract * be read from a Con- 
ſultation of the 12th of May 1783. 


Read, the following Extract, from Book 80, e at Page 634 of the fame 
Book. 


« Fort William, the 12th May 178 3. 
« At a Council; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 
Edward Wheler, Eſ. 
John Macpherſon, I quires. | 
« The 8 General lays before the Doned the following Letters from Mr. ad edgy rg to him, 
dated 12th December. 


« To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, G overnor Generel 


« Honourable Sir, 4s) 
Tour Inſtructions of the 2 3d October have been the invariable Rule of my Conduct; and now 
I have held my Office a ſufficient Time to ſpeak with ſome Degree of Certainty to rb Points, I 
ſhall enter upon an Explanation of the State of this Government. 

' Your Obſervation, that your new Meaſures will require. a long Time to ebe is but too 
true. The total Want of Syſtem, and lawleſs Habits which prevail, muſt be corrected by pro- 
greſſive Means; the Peace and Security of the Country, and Regularity in the ſeveral Depart- 
ments of the State, will be gradually eſtabliſhed. 1 leave to anſwer the ſeveral Heads of your 

- Inſtructions in the ſame Order in which you have pl them. 
Firſt Head. « Immediately after my Arrival I urged the acting Miniſter to deviſe and recommend Arrange- 
Balance and ments for the complete Diſchar 2 of the Balance at the Concluſion of the Year. To relieve my- 
Alignment. ſelf from Cenfure in caſe of Failure in this eſſential Point, it is neceſſary I ſhould explain the 
Tranſaction with the Bankers. The Balance at the End of laſt Year was not in fact paid, but 
transferred to the Bankers, and encreaſed by the Load of a very high Intereſt. There were Two 
diſtin Engagements; 
One f6r Bills immediately granted on the Prefidency for — 8 
Another for Teeps promiſing Bills, to be delivered by hene af at the following 3 


Periods, and in the following 1 viz. 
Bhaudun — — 1189 — 6,50,000 
Cooaur — — — — 1190 — 6,50,000 
Cautick — — — — De — 6, 50, oo0 
Aughun — — — D — 6, 50, ooo“ (3) 3 
Then the FOR for the Commons deſired Mr. Middleton might be called 
in, | 
(a) Vide FRETS Ne LXXXVI. (5) Vide Appendix, Ne LVIII. 


4 Then 
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Then NAT HANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, was again called in, and ex- 


| amined as follows. 


Q. To whom did you deliver the Prifoncrs Bahar and Jewar Ali Kuna, at F yrabad ? 
' A. I believe, to Major Naylor, but I am not quite certain. - ay 


* 2 Did you give any Written Orders to Lieutenant Rutledge upon that Occaſion? 
A. Certainly, Written Orders were given when the Priſoners were delivered up. 


Q. Do you recollect what thoſe Orders were ? 
A. I do not particularly. 


Ty to recollect them; they are very 1002 you U of idem. 


The Counſel for the Defendant objefted, that as the Orders were ſtated to 
be in Writing, the Inquiry ſhould be what was become of that Waiting, before the 
wum was aſked as to his Memory of them. 


The Witneſs was aſked 


Q. Where are thoſe Orders now, do you know where they are? 
A Not the Original Orders—i Copy of them is no doubt in the Office « at Lucknow. 


Q Do you know whether they are in your Letter Book ? 
He ft do not know; whether they are. 


. | Whether this is tho Purport.of the Order; « Sir, when this Note is delivered o you by 


£ 


H Roi, 


1 © The Counſel for the Defeiidant objected to the Queſtion. 25 


285 you recollect hat was the Purport of your Orders ? e 

this Queſtion, I muſt beg Leave to throw myſelf upon your Lotdſhip bier: 

e at Fyzabad ſeems to have met with the Diſapprobation, not only of the Honourable 

— Houſe of Commons, but of the Perſon from whom I was deputed to conduct that Buſineſas.— 

I do conceive I am more particularly charged, with reſpe& to the Proceedings at Fyzabad, than 

even Mr. Haſtings himſelt.—I ſhall therefore hope, if it ſhall ſo appear to your Lordlhips, that 

I may be — anſvering any ee with reſpect to that err wleh "way: downs to cri- 
minate m 


Q Whether or no you did not aſſiſl Mr. Haſtings in his Firſt Defence in the Houſe of 
Commons, and give him Information with reſpect to the Tranſactions at Fyzabad ? 

A. I have already informed your Lordſhips, how far I did aſſiſt; I certainly did ge « him 
every Information that occurred to me reſpecting the Affairs of my r | 


But icularly with reſpe& to the Tranſactions at Fyzabad . . 
7 15 W Od in general. 7 8 


* i 1 Did you, or not, give him Inforination particularly with reſpeR to the Affairs 
yzabad 

A. No Doybt, the ram, reſpeing the Affairs of Fyzabad, was one Part of the Infor- 
mation. 

. Did Mr. Haſtings, a you informed him reſpeRin the Affairs of the Begums, * the 
Mint ers, at Fyzabad, expreſs bis Diſapprobation to you 2 that Time ? 

A. I do not recollect ever N y particular Communication to Mr. Haſtings upon that Subject. 
Wich reſpect to the Begums Miniſters, the Eunuchs, it is under that Conſtruction, I conceive, that 
I am more particularly criminal in that than in any Thing elſe, becauſe it is One of the'few Inſtances 
in which I uſcd my own Diſcretion ; if there is any Criminality i in that Affair, I conceive that Cri- 


minaliey, will autach to e more than to Mr. Haſtings. 


Then the following Paſſage was read, from the Preface to the Defence of Mr. Kal. 
ings at the Bar of the H of Commons. 


Before I proceed to reply to the Charges reſpecting my conduct to the Begume, ia on the 

of Oude, I muſt obſerve, that they, contain / Particulars of Which I was, totally ignorant, 
Al 1 read them in the Charges. I am therefore vety much indebted to the Aſliſtance of Mr. 
Middleton; and to the Information — in Oude when n Rs 


to happened (a).“ 
Then the following Queſtion was put to the Witneſ : 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 413. | 
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Q. Whether, among the Circumſtances which Mr. Haſtings Kings pacherod, thered, and for which he here 
thanks you, you did not inform him of the Treatment of the Eunuchs, and of the Diſtasſſes of 
the Women in the, Khourd Mahl, and of thoſe other Particulars to which Mr. Haſtings rephes i in 
his Anſwer to the Charges ? 

A. I really do not recolle& the Particulars of my Information to Mr. 1 ! ; they certainly 
contained every Thing that occurred to my Mind von the Affairs in which I had Ae Pon 
- cerned. 


| . Mr. Haſtings alſo ſays, in his Defence, My laſt Orders therefare for its W is 
all that I am anſwerable for ; the reſt depended upon the Inſtruments which were employed in it; 
and fo little on myſelf, that I was 1gnorant of the whole Mode of its Execution, till it was 
done :” (a) Recolle& whether you did, or did not, conceal from Mr. IEA all thoſe — 
ſtances, or whether you communicated them to him ? 

Q. G Counſel.) Whether the Communication was in Writing ? 

A. It was. 


Q. (by the Managers.) Do you know whether you communicated all thoſe denen ok 
A. I believe I did, but I cannot be certain that 1 did ; but all che Communications I made 
upon that Subject were certainly in Writing. 


6 


Q. Do you mean to ſay, that all your Communications to Mr. Haſtings u this Subje&t ſince 
you came to England have been in Writing? Have you communicated to Mr. Haſtings otherwiſe 
* by Writing the Paſſages reſpecting Fyzabad ? 

I do not believe I have, but it is very poſſible that in Converſation I might mention thoſe 
Paſſages but I do not recolle& particularly that I communicated thoſe —— but in Writ- 
ing. 

Q. Mr. Haſtings, in his 1 5 to the Charges of the Houſe of Commons, does ſay, that ſince 
he has been in England, you have communicated to him ſeveral Circumſtances upon this Subject, 
of which he was totally ignorant before. Do you recollect having made that Communication 


to Mr. Haſtings, ſince you came to England? 
A. Nothing further than what I have already informed your Lordſhips of, 


Q. What have you informed us of ? 
A. Of the Informations I gave Mr. Haſtings in Writing. | eee . 


Q. Was there no verbal Communication ? 

A. I beg leave to refer to the Anſwer I have before given to that Queſtion ; I cannot 
to ſay, that I may not have converſed with Mr. Haſtings upon the Subj ect, though I mw if I 
ever did, it 1s 2 o ſlight, that it has entirely leaped thy my Memory not recolle&; ever p 
feſſedly converſing with Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject; if 7 ever rd any Converſation 
Mr. Haſtings upon the Subject, it has been in Company, as a general Converſation, 1 not 
any Thing in particular between him and myſelf. 


Q. Whether you did or did not aſſiſt Mr. Haſtings, or his Agents, in drawing up his allet 


to the SR the 2 of r e 3 Me, Haſtings 4 

A. I have already eſſed, I did furn r. Ha > scalled—Major Stor, 
with all the Information in my Power, upon the Affairs of O 

Q. Then in furniſhing him with Materials upon that Subject, did you or did you not . 
nicate the Circumſtances in Queſtion, with e to the Treatment of the Funuchs and of the 
Begums ? | *. 

The Queſtion was objected to. | | 520 


Then the preceding Queltion and Auf? were read by the Chick 104 the follo! 
Queſtion 9 to de une: 1 win 


Q Whether the Treatment of the Bona and the Euadehs at Fyzabad, and the Womeh in 
the Khourd Mahl, did not make a Part of that Information which you gave to Major Scott ? 

A. The Treatment of the Eunuchs, I am pretty ſure, did make a Part of the Information 
given to Major Scott. With reſpect to the Treatment of the Women in the 3 * Iam 
not ſo certain, I do not believe it did. 


Therefore, when you ſaid you made no Communication to Mr. Haſtings upon the Subj, 
you did not mean to include in it his Agents? 


1 A. I meant to ſay, I had no particular verbal Communication either with Mr. Haſtings or his 
gents. 


—_ a a 4 4 19 m 


(a) Vide Ka: m 417, N Une — 


| . 

2 Terence Commented make to diger Scott i Wang? 

Do you mean to ſa had no Converſation with the Agents ? „ tut 
| * I cannot ſay that 1 had Converſation with them too, upon tlie-ſame Subject 
but my Communications to Mjor Scott were in Writing, and very full to every Point that I could 
give him Information upon. Bly SR, 
Whether you had not read the Ch 
Mr. Haſtings in anſwering them ? 

A. No Doubt, I had. 


arges of the Comtnobe before you gare aty Alliſtance to 


Q. Did you omit to inform Mr. Haſtings, or bis Agents, of ay TranſaQon within your 


Knowledge, relative to the Matter of the Charge 
A. Ir is impoſſible for me to ſay whether my Informations to Major Scott were complete, or not. 
I gave him ſuch Informations as occurred to me at the Time relative to the Affairs of Oude. 

Q, Api 4b Watillg Ws cohreat hg; Og? cone) vo rap ee nf adit 

Not meaning to conceal any Thing. - e Gael Bil 
Whether, upon the Communications made by you, Mr. Haſtings then expreſſed a Dif- 
| approbation of any Part of thoſe Tranſactions? en el 2075 

A. I do not know he did; he did not to me. KY 1 He MAb! TY. 
Q. Then when was it you learned that you was ſo unfortunate as to have your Conduct, in 
that Tranſaction, diſapproved by Mr. I 1 Rn K N 
A. My Conduct at Fyzabad was One Article of the Charge, made againſt me by Mr, Haſtings 
and the Council at Calcutta. | | 


. Whether any Part of that Charge made againſt you by Mr. Haſtings was, that you had uſed 
M.A Severity; or, on the contrary, that you had uſed too much Lenity and Forbearance, 
upon that Occaſion ? * e 
A. I would wiſh to refer to the Charge itſelf, and to Mt. Haſtings's Letter upon the Subject. 

i 2 a Lord.) You are underſtood to have faid, you acted from yourſeſt at Fyzabad, and 
that rſe of yout Conduct was hot communicated to Mr. Haſtings in Oude: — Do you re- 
member particularly the Letter that you wrote to Mr. Haſtings upon the 5th of February 17837 

A. Not particularly. „ . 5 WII 
Then a Paper was ſhewn to the Witneſs, who aid ; 
| Ye; I recolleft it certainly. | | | 1 2 
Q. Do you wiſh to correct your former Anſwer ? / 1G 120 
A. I percrive it does ſtate generally, that the Begums Miniſters had been impriſoned. 


Q. You ſaid, you ated from your own Diſcretion ; that your Conduct had been diſapproved, and 
that the Treatment of them had not been diſcloſed : Now the Information in this Letter is, that 
the Miniſters had been impriſoned, and in Irons ? | 
A. The Obſervation I wiſh to make upon that Letter is, that it is a conſiderable Time after the 
Tranſactions, when I ſaid that I had uſed my own Diſcretion; it was at the Time of executing 
the Meaſures at Fyzabad. I recolle& very well, writing ſeveral Letters to Mr. Haſtings on the 
_—_—y and no Doubt, that ſome of them muſt generally have related to the Proceedings at. 

Q. Whether, at any, and at what Time, Mr. Haſtings expreſſed his. Diſapprobation of thoſe 
Tranſactions to you? | | 

A. Not of the particular Tranſaction with reſpe& to the Eunuchs, but of my Conduct and 
Proceedings in general at Fyzabad. . | | „ 


Q. You did not, in your Defence to that Accuſation, ſtate that © wherever Force could be uſed 
it had not been ſpared,” that the Begum had been © reduced to the Mercy of the Nabob,” and 
that her Miniſters were in Irons.” Do you remember the Tenor of your Defence to that Charge? 

A. I certainly do remember that that is the Tenor; but for more Accuracy, I wiſh to refer to 
the Anſwer itſelf. | { ip af 


To ſhew that Mr. Haſtings approved of the Treatment of the Begums when it was 
communicated to him, | | 3 
Read the following Extract from the Minutes of Major Scott's Evidence at the Bar. 


ce? 


« Q. After the Time of your 1 read that Introduction to Mr, Haſtings, do you recol- 


left whether he added any Thing to the 


* 
* 
LOS 
* . ® 
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_* A. There is a particular Paſſage, which I am clear muſt have. been added by Nr. 
The Paſſage I was going to read to your Lordſhips was added by Mr. Haſtings: 8 T have — 
ducted the Narration of the preceding Detail 4 its Cloſe, withowe chuſing to interrupt it, or to 
« diſturb the Attention of my Honourable Hearers, by the concluding Obſervation which I now 
* think it neceſſary to make upon it—becauſe I held the-whole Scries of the Acts thus connected 
K a reconcileable to Juſtice, Honour, and goed Policy, whocyer were the Parties concerned I in 
* Re.” (8) © 

You ſtate you read the original Charges. Whether you gave an Authori to Maj 
. Scot to deny your having given the Order to Lieutenant F rol pore an | ma je 


« Sir, 


When this. Note is delivered to you by Hoolas Roy, I have to defire that you order the Two 
Priſoners to be put in Irons, keeping them ww, all Food, &c. 3 to my InſtruQions of 


Yeſterday. 
(Signed) Nathaniel Middleton.” 7 


Did you give any Authority to Major Scott-to deny your | having ſued any ſuch Orders ? 
A. I certainly gave no tuch Authority to deny it; but I moſt humbly entreat your Lordſhips 
will conſider the Predicament in which I ſtand : Theſe do appear to me, to be leading Queſtions, of 


the ſame Tendency as the Firſt Queſtion ; and I w_ your LAOS will allow me r to 
decline anſwering them. 


Q. Whether Major Palmer, when he was at Lucknow, was not in conſtant W with 
the Governor General ? 


A. I underſtood ſo. 


Q. Did you know Major Davy? ? h | F * BM 
A. Yes, I did. | 


Was he not at Lucknow, at the ſame Time, or the greateſt Part of the Time, Major Palmer 


1 


was there ? 


A.. He came with Major Palmer there : he ſtaid, I think, but a few Days ;; not many Days. 


Qt In what Character did he come with Major Palmer? 


A. By the Letter of Mr. Haſtings to me, or in Major Palmer's Inſtructions, he is mentioned as 
Major Palmer's Aſſiſtant; I knew him in no other Character at Lucknow: in one of thoſe Letters, 
or in Major Palmer's Inſtructions, I certainly have ſeen him mentioned as his Aſſiſtant. 


Q. Did not Major Davy return again to Lucknow, after he had left i the Firſt Time? 
A. I believe not, to the Beſt of my Recollection he did not. 


Q. Do you think it poſſible, that any Matter of material Conſequence could have l 


reſpecting either the Begums, their Miniſters, or the Nabob's Government, without its ba com- 
municated either by you, Major Palmer, or Major Davy, to Mr. Haſtings ? 


A. I ſhould apprehend not; I ſhould think it molt likely, that they would. have been com- 
municated. 5 


Q. Was the Nabob in the City of Fyzabad, when the Kell was ſtormed, andthe Eunuchs taken 


Priſoners ? 
A. He was not. 


2 Where was he at that Time ? | 
. He was near the Town of Fyzabad, encamped in a Place called the Rumna. 


To whoſe Cuſtody did Bahar Ali Khan, and Jewar Ali Khan deliver themſelves? 


A May I be permitted to aſk, if that is not a Queſtion of the ſame Tendency wich the one that 
was firſt put to me; if not, I am ready to anſwer it. 


Q. Do you know into whoſe Cuſtody they were delivered? 


A. They either ſurrendered themſelves, | or were delivered into the Cuſtody of the Na 
bob. | 


Q. How long did they remain in the Nabob's Cuſtody ? 
A. A very ſhort Time. 


- Relate whoſe Cuſtody they came into afterwards, and by what Means ? 


A. I am ſorry to be obliged to recur to your Lordſhips Indulgence again upon this Subject; I 


beg that I may be informed, through your Lordſhipe Indulgence, whether I am obliged to an- 
{wer that Queſtion, | 


— — 


(=) Vide ſupra, Page 376. | 
| The 
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The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that they were confident the Houſe would 


not admit as a Reaſon for a Witneſs's declining to anſwer, his merely ſaying a. con- 
ceived it would eriminate himſelf. | 


The Witneſs ſaid, | 25 5 eee 


I am, juſtified in my own Opinion moſt clearly ; 1 am cleddy of Opinion, that the Eunuchs 
were certainly guilty of the Crime alleged againſt them: But my Conduct in another Place hag 


not been conſidered in the ſame Light in which I conſidered it rode z and ypon” that uad 12 
conceive I am juſtified in making the ore dpi WS 


Q What other Place do you allude to? © + 1 8 2 | 5 
A. I mean by the Honourable Managers. 


. Win you ſwear that, to your Knowledge and Belief, the Nabob bad any Will of bis 4 
upon any Meaſure of Importance at that Period? 


A. I cannot doubt but he had. 


Q. Any YH that he cores cany into Effect, Was he in a a Situation to carry A own Purpoſes 
into Effect? 


A. I have no Doubt but * was. 


Q. Did you frequently directly contradi& the Will and Inclination of the Nabob? 


A. I have done it on certain Occaſions moſt undoubtedly; ſometimes wien Succeſs, and ſome: 
times I have failed. 


Q Name an Inſtance in which you failed ? 


A. I could, with a very little Recollection, name a great Number of Inſtances; but i in general 
I certainly did uſe all the Influence in my Power to prevent thoſe People; who have been diftin- 
guiſhed in this Houle as the Orderlies, from _—— great Collections and t Commands about 
the Nabob, conceiving them to be very improper Perſons for ſuch a Truſt; but I never was able 
to ſucceed, in any One of the Inſtances in which I interfered with reſpect to thoſe People. 


Q. Did you, upon any Occaſion, iſſue your own Perwannahs in the Nabob's Country ? ? 


A. In One Inſtance I did go ſome Length in iſſuing my; own ene GA is in Evidence 
before your Lordſhips. | 


Q.. Was that Inſtance againſt the Will of the Nabob, or with it ? 
A. It appeared to be againſt the Will of the Nabob. | 


Q. Did you think yourſelf authorized to wy any * upon the Nabob's Lit, for Penfions 
or Gratuities after the Treaty of Chunar? 


A. Upon my own Authority ? 
Q. Yes. 
A. No; certainly not. 


Upon whoſe Authority did you do it ? T x b e i , 
A Is the Fact eſtabliſhed that 1 did 12 it? 


- 
— 


Did you ever do it? 
A: 1 do not know I did,—No; certainly I did not. 


Q. It is in your own Evidence that you did do it. With reſpedt to the Communication made 
with Mr. Haſtings reſpecting Perſons to be placed privately upon the Nabob's' Penſion Liſt, you 
ſaid you had not received a written Order from Mr. Haſtings, but that it was a verbal Commu- 
. _ nication, that the Names were given to you verbally ? | 

A. I recolle& it; and I believe it will be found, by recurring to that Evidence, that i it meant 
Perſons who were to ſtay at Lucknow. I do not recolledt i it mentions a ſingle Word about Penſions, 


Q Recollect whether you did or did not receive any Inſtruction, Direction, or Communication, 


from Mr. Haſtings, reſpecting any Forivas . to receive Penſions, or Gratuities, after the 
Treaty of Chunar? 


A. I am very ſorry to have Occaſion to throw myſelf on your Lordſhips Indulgence again : 
This is a Queſtion which certainly muſt criminate myſelf ; if I did receive ſuch Orders, or acted 


upon them; or without acting upon them, if I did not diſcloſe them to my Superiors, I was 
clearly criminal. 


Q. The Queſtion now is, Whether you did receive any. Orders to that Effect N. 


A. If I did receive them, and did not diſcloſe them, I believe i it will be found I certainly Was 
criminal ta that reſpect. 


Q. Whether yoy,gid not receive Inſtructions from the Board, whom you ſtate as your Superiars, 


and to whom yôu was bound to communicate every Thing, to obey Mr, Haſtings's Orders as 
clothed with the Authority of the whole Council ? 


* Certainly, during his Continuance in the Upper Provinces. | 
11 F Q. Then 
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Q. Then whether you did not receive ſuch Orders from Mr. Haſtings? 
A. May I aſk what Orders? 


5 Q. To continue any Perſons whatſoever upon Penſions, or Gtatuities, after the Treaty of 
hunar ? 

A. I really do not recolle& that I received any Orders from Mr. Haſtings gs upon the Subject. 
I certainly have mentioned, that I received a Communication from Mr. Haſtings in Converſation, 
mentioning the Gentlemen that were to remain at Lucknow. 


Q. Whether, according to the beſt of your Recollection, you 50 hot” received ſome Orders 
bene N refpetting Perſons to continue upon Penſions or Gratuities after the Treaty of 
Chunar ? | 

A. I really do not recolle I did; but I muſt again obſerve, that if I did receive them, and 
did not diſcloſe them, I was criminal in ſo doing; if I am not fo, I wiſh to be informed by your 
Lordſhips. According to my own Conception, I am criminal in receiving ſuch 2 without 
diſcloſing it. 


Q. Did you receive the Orders or not? | 
A. I do not recolle& I received any Orders, but I believe I have occaſſonally received Recom- 
mendations from Mr. Haſtings. 


Q: Whether you did not receive ſome of thoſe Recommendation d you parted with 
Mr. Haſtings at Chunar ? | 
A. I rather think I did. 


Q. Where was the Money, which was ſeized of the Begums Treafure at Fyzabad, found; in 
what Houſes, or where dug out ? 
A. It was found in the Houſes of the Two Eunuchs. 


Q. By whom was it found? 
A. By the Nabob's Apents, 


Q. Do you know who thoſe Agents gd 
A. I cannot ſay at this Time that I recollect the Names of them: His principal Agent went 
with Major Naylor, when he went into the Town, and continued there as the Nabod's Manager or 
Governor of the Town for a Number of Days. 


Q. To whom was the Money brought, when it was found ? 
A. It was brought to the Reſident. : 


Q. To you? 
A. Yes; in conſequence of an Order from the Nabob. 


Q. Whether Jewar Ali Khan had a fine Houſe and Garden at Fyzabad ? 
A. I do not recollect ever to have been in his Houſe, or in his Garden. 


Q. Whether Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan were Men of Wealth, and great Property? 
A. They were ſuppoſed to be ſo; I had no Opportunity of aſcertaining the Fact. 


Q By what Means did you know, that the Treaſures, dug out of the Miniſters Houſes, wers 
not their Property, but the Property of the Begums? 

A. I had certainly no Means of aſcertaining whoſe Property they were; I took it for granted 
they were the Begums Property, becauſe they ſaid ſo. 


Q. To whom did they ſay ſo? 
A. They pointed out the Places where the Begums Treaſures were lodged ; ſuch as were un- 
der their Cultody, belonging to the Begums ; they pointed out the Places where they were con- 


Q . Ther pointed them out as the Begums Treaſures ? 
es 


re To whom did they point them out ? 
A. To the Nabob's Agents. 


Q. Do you mean, while you were at Chunar ; the Firſt Delivery of the Money ? 
A. No; while I was at Fyzabad. 


Q. Do you mean, the Firſt Delivery of the Money ? - 
A. It was while I was at Fyzabad. 


Q. Was that the Time you are ſpeaking of, that they were pointed out as the Begums Freaſures, 
to the Nabob's Servants ? 
. { 


Q. Were the Miniſters, frequently afterwards, preſſed and threatened, to * them to diſco- 
ver the Places where the Begums Treaſures were concealed? Fr 
6 


1 


\ 
* j * 


0 939.) 


A. I hope your Lordſhips will permit me to decline anſwering that Queſtion, as 4 Part of the 
former Examination, C | e 
Q. To whom was the Bond of the Begum's Miniſters fot paying the Balance given. Do you 
know of any Bond given by the Begum's Miniſters ? | | 5 
A. It was given to the Nabob's Miniſters, in the Name of the Reſident, for fo much Money to 


be paid ta the Reſident on account of the Nabob. The Bond was taken from the Eunuchs for the 
N abob's Miaiſter. | * ; ? 


Q Who was the Obligee in the Bond; to whom did they ſtand bound by that Bond; was it in 
the Form of an Englith Bond, or any thing like it ? | | 
A. It was a Perſian Paper. 


Q. To whom was the Contract made? 1 on 
A. To the Reſident. #1 


Q: To whom did you aſſign that Bond? Was it affigned ? 
A. Ir never was aſſigned to any Body that I know of, 


Q. Was no Security received by you upon that Tranſaction, made over afterwards by you to 
Gopaul Doſs ? N 
A. No, not that I recollect. 


* oy 7 er writing a Letter to Mr. Briſtow upon yout leaving the Reſidentſhip ? 
Les; I do. | | { 


5 er not you recollect ſtating, that Gopaul Doſs did hold ſome of the Securities you had of 
the Begums Miniſters? | | 

A. I believe not; there were never any Securities given by the Begums Miniſters but what I 
have ſpoken of.—-It might be poſſible that Gopaul Doſs might have had a Promiſe, that the Ba- 
lance that remained due from Fyzabad ſhould be paid to him; I have ſome Recollection of that; 
928 that may be alluded to in my Letter, but I wiſh to refer yout Lordſhips to the Let- 
ter itſelf. | 


Q. Was not the Balance or ſome Securities for it remaining, which the Begum made over to 
Gopaul 2 Do you remember whether the Balance, or ſome Security for it, was made over to 
Gopaul Doſs 2711 | | 

A. I have juſt ſaid, that I think the Balance due from Fyzabad was in ſome Manner or other 
made over as a Security to Gopaul Doſs, but that will appear more accurately by the Letter. 


Q. Can you account in what Manner the Money had been advanced by Gopaul Doſs, for 
which he was to reccive that Security? TTY ; 


A. That will alſo appear by the Letter. 


Q. Whether any, and what Means, were taken by you, while the Miniſters were in Confinement, 
to inſtitute an Enquiry concerning their ſuppoſed treaſonable Practices? | 
A. There were none taken by me. | 


Q. Or any reſpecting Shumſhire Khan? 

A. None. I muſt beg leave to notice, that I have been all along under a Miſtake with reſpect 
to the Continuance of Shumſhire Khan under Confinement at Fyzabad. When I was examined 
upon that Subject before the Honourable Committee of the Houle of Commons, I expreſſed my- 
ſelf very doubtfully, but I rather thought that he had been releaſed. I was confirmed in that 
Idea, from never having ſeen his Name mentioned, from the Time he was put into Confinement 
at Fyzabad, until it was mentioned in the Houſe of Commons. It was neither mentioned in Ma- 
jor Gilpin's or Captain Jaques's Letters, or any other that I recollect. By never having his Name 
mentioned, from the Time of his being put into Confinement at Fyzabad, till it was mentioned in 
the Houſe of Commons, I did not find out my Miſtake. till a few Days ago, on converfing with 
Major Gilpin, who informed me he had been releaſed by him at the ſame Time with the other Two 
Priſoners; and the ſame Evidence afterwards delivered by Major Gilpin at your Lordſhips Bar 
ſerved to confirm that I had been in that Miſtake, 


Q. Whether you omitted any Means whatever to diſcover the Treaſures ? nor 
A. I apprehend not: That depended a great deal more upon the Nabob's Agents in that Bu- 
ſineſs, than upon myſelf: I apprehend every Means were taken to diſcover the Treaſures. 


Q. Whether you can account for ſome Leaves being torn out of your Letter Book P, exactly 
at the Time where that Order to Lieutenant Rutledge to take Charge of the Miniſters, and which 


has been read, ſhould have appeared in the Book ? | 
A. I cannot. \ 


Q. When you went to Fyzabad to aſſert the Nabob's pretended Right to the Treaſures in Poſ- 
ſeſhon of the Begums, what Requiſiticn you made upon the Begums for Money? ; 
/ A. 


* 
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A. I made none. 


Q What Requiſition was RS upon the Part of the Nabob Do y you know ? 
A. I have heard that it was to a much larger Amount than was agreed for; but I have beard | it 
only by Report: I cannot ſay that I know exactly what Amount the Nabob did demand, but 1 
have heard that it was much more than was afterwards agreed for. 


Do you recolle& what Sum? | 
AT I think I have heard that the Nabob went there with a Determination to demand a Crore of 
Rupees; but I cannot pretend to ſay that was the Fact. | 1 You 


Q. Do you know what Anſwer was made to that — 
A. No; I do not. | 


Q. How came you to take ſo little Concern in the Quantity of a Demand: the Whole of . 
when recovered, was to be applied to the Uſe of the Company? Was the Whole of the Demand, 
when recovered, to be applied to the Uſe of the Company ? | | 

A. It was, unleſs it had exceeded the Amount of the Company's Claim on the Nabob. 


Q. Then how came you to pay ſo little Attention to the Amount of the Demand ? | 
A. It was the Concern of the Nabob and of his Miniſters more than mine ee I was to 
receive from them whatever they did recover from the Begums. ; 


Q. Was not the Amount of that Sum a Matter of great Concern to you? |. 
A. Not perſonally—to my Employers certainly. 


8 Recollect whether any Anſwer was made to that Requiſition ſaid to be made by, the Fon 
call 


the Nabob ? 
A. I really do not recollect ; if I have heard i it, I certainly have forgot. what KUL } Lao was. 


Q. If the Nabob's Demand was for a Million, as the Effects of his F ather, do you know how 
he came to be ſatisfied to receive a leſs Sum? 
A. No, I do not.—It was a Matter of Agreement between the Nabob and the dach them · 
ſelves, to which I was no Party. The Part of my Duty was only to receive from the Navob, in 
behalf of the Company, whatever he ſhould tender of the Begums Treaſures. 


Q. Was not the Begum's Bond, or that of her Eunuchs, - in the Firſt Inſtance, given to the Re- 


ſdent, and not to the Nabob ? 
A. I have mentioned that it was given in the Natne of the Reſident: A ſpecific Sum was agreed 
to be paid by the Begum to the Nabob, and the Nabob agreed that that Money ſhould be FS 


over to the Company, in diſcharge of his Debt to them. 


Whether the Begum's Bond was not, in the Firſt Inſtance, given to the Reſident ; and how 


ſoon after the Storming of the Kella ? 
A. Very ſoon; a few Days afterwards; I cannot ſpeak to a Day; It was not a Bond of the 
Begums, but an Engagement of the Eunuchs, to pay ſo much on account of the Begums. 


Where is that Bond? 
A: 1 believe it was left in the Office at Lucknow; I am not — 0 


Q. Who put it in the Office. Did you leave it in the Office? 
A. I have no Doubt I did; or it might be left with the Nabob's Miniſter ; I cannot ſay. 


. Was that Bond ever completely diſcharged ? 
A. Not while I ſtaid there. 


3 How came you to be ſo indifferent about the Diſpoſition of a Bond, a conſiderable Balance 


on which was due, and which was for the Benefit of the Company ? 
A. Certainly, I was not; if it was left in the Office at Lucknow with my Succeſſor, that was 
undoubtedly the proper Place for it. I take it for granted it was left there, or in the Hands of the 


Nabob's Miniſter, 
Are you ſure of that A Can you recolle& certainly, whether i it was left in one, or 


WG..." of thoſe Cuſtodies ? 
A. I cannot certainly. 


2 TY you know nothi-g of it with Certainty? 
0 


8 At what Time was che Money dug out of the Houſes of the Miniſters Jewar and Bahar 
A 


| | han, and paid to you? 
| A. Very ſoon after they ſurrendered themſelves to the Nabob, a Part of it was. It was many 
59 0 in digging out, and bringing to the Rumna, where I was encamped with the Nabob. 


Q. How 
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Q. How many Days ? g | 


I cannot ſay. 


A- I really cannot ſay to a Day, or even to Two Days, but ſeveral Days; poſlibly a Fortnight; 


Q. Was the Bond given before the Delivery of the Treaſures, or afterwards ? | 
A. Before, to the Beſt of my Recollection. | . 
Q. Are you ſure of it: RO rs ws | | 
A. I have no Doubt but it was: The Bond was for a certaia Sum of Money; and they began 
-paying immediately after they gave the Bond, N I 
3 you received the Bond for a ſpecific Sum of Money; upon what Principle was that 
ſpecific Sum fixed, as the Limit of the Nabob's Demand ; do you know ? 
A. No, I do not indeed. IS: A 


U 


Q. Whether you enquired, when the Begum's Treaſures were delivered, whetlier they wow 4 


livered as the Whole of the Treaſures of the late Nabob, or only as a Part ? 


A. I had no Means of enquiring, but from the Nabob and his Miniſters : They certainly affirmed; 
that the Begums declared wi er the Whole of the Treaſures that they had; I know very well, 
that both the Nabob and his Miniſters thought otherwiſe. | | 


Q. What Means were uſed, to make the Eunuchs deliver up this particular Treaſure ? _ 
A. With great Submiſſion, may I not treat that as a Queſtion of the former Tendency ? 


Q. Had you any thing to do with the Proceſs of recovering the Money ? 
A. Certainly, I had. * 


Q.: Whether the Money was not * and delivered in the Original Specie, in which it was 
found in the Houſes of the Miniſters | | 
; A. It Was. 


Q. Was it received according to the Account of the ſeveral Years, the Value the Money ſtood 
at in the ſeveral Years, in which it was iſſued in Diſcharge of the Bond? Do you underſtand the 
Nature of the Queſtion ? | 11% | | | N 

A. I believe I do. The Bond was given for a ſpecific Sum of a certain Species of Rupee, of 
Fyzabad Rupees, or Lucknow Sicca Rupees, I forget which, it was one of them; and the Mo- 
ney that was received was of a Coinage of ſeveral Years back; it could therefore only be received 
as Bullion, which is the uſual Way of receiving it. The new Coinage alters every Year, therefore 


the Batta upon the Rupees, as they were received, was calculated, and the Nabob credited for 
the actual Sum that they realized in the Diſcharge of the Bond. 


Q. As the Treaſure was received as the ſpecific Property of the Nabob in Right of his Father, 
upon what Pretence did you make a Demand for ſhort Weight ? —Did you make any Demand 
for ſhort Weight ? aw: ; | 

A. I have informed your Lordſhips what the Courſe of my Proceeding in that was, the Engage- 
ment of the Begum to the Nabob was for a ſpecific Sum of Money in a certain Rupee, Either 
Fyzabad or Lucknow; therefore I could only give Credit for what I received according to that 
Rupee. t | | | 


Q. How came you to take a Bond for a ſpecific Sum, to be paid according to the Shroffage 


of the Country, on account of the ſpecific Treaſures ſuppoſed to be lodged with them, and be- 
longing to the Nabob ? COSI 


A. I took what was given to me; the Negociation or Agreement, or whatever it was, was 


ſettled by the Nabob himſelf; I had nothing to do with it, 


Q. Then you declare upon your Oath, that you knew nothing at all of the Tranſaction con- 
cerning this Bond, before it was put into your Hands, though made to yourſelf ?—Did you or not 
know any. Thing of the ſettling of the Quota of the Bond, before it was put into your 
Hands ? 


A. In all Probability I did; I was acquainted probably, from Time to Time, of the Progreſs of 
the Negociation ; but I cannot be certain that I was. | 


Q. Recolle& and ſay, whether you are not certain, that you was well acquainted with the pre- 


vious Negociation which ended in giving this Bond ? 
A, I cannot be certain that I was. | 


* 


Q. Are you certain you were not? | 


A. I have not a perfect Recollection about it, either one way or the other, but it is moſt likely 
that I was acquainted with it. | 1 


Q. What did you do with the Money which you thus received? 

A. After being ſhroffed, it was appropriated to the publick Service. Colonel Muir, who was 

in the Mahratta Country at that Time with the Britiſh Army, was very conſiderably in Arrears; 

and, as I underſtood at the Time, was ſtopped oy for the Want of the Pay of his Troops :— 
11 
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The Firſt Money that could be realized from this Negociation was ſent to him. There was alſo 4 
conſiderable Sum of Money fent to Colonel Morgan, who commanded the Britiſh Brigade at 
Cawnpore, which was alſo conſiderably in Arrears. - There was alſo a further Sum ſent to Colonel 
Sir John Cumming, who commanded at Farruckabad, for the Payment of the Arrears due to his 


Troops. | | 
Did you ſend it to thoſe Officers as mere Bullion, upon the ſame Principle on which you 


received it; or did you ſend it in any other Manner of Compuration ? * 
A. I have no Doubt that ſome of it was ſent exactly in the Manner that I received it; For, as 


well as I recollect, it was diſpatched from Fyzabad almoſt as ſoon as it was received. 


Q. Was it diſpatched, and the Paymaſters debited with it, as Money or Bullion? 
A. The Rupees conſiſted of various Sorts; they were debited for the Rupees, with the Batta 
or Difference upon each ſpecific Rupee, to make it up equal to the Fyzabad Rupee, in which our 


Accounts were kept. a 


Q. Who was debited with the Batta? 
A. The Rupee was rated in the Account with a Batta upon it.— The ſpecific Rupee was men- 
tioned, and had the Batta aſcertained according to an Aſſay Table, which was lodged at my Office 


at Lucknow, for a Rule in my Tranſactions with the Vizier. 


Q. Was the Officer debited with the Batta, as well as with the Bullion ? | | 
A. I am afraid I have not made myſelf perfectly underſtood :—The Mode of the Account was 


this; firſt of all, the ſpecific Rupee was ſtated, ſo many Rupees of ſuch a Sicca for ſuch a Tear; 
and then the Batta according to the Aſſay was deducted, or added, and the Net Sum was then 
carried out into a Column: The Paymaſter of the Troops was debited for the Net Sum in Fyzabad 


Rupees. 
Was that Account kept in the ſame Manner that other Money Tranſactions, which hap- 


3 in that Country, were? 
A. Exactly. _ 


. Whether you paid the Paymaſter and Officers of the Army in a particular Species of defective - 


cod and then charged them with the Difference? | 
A. I paid them in ſuch Coin as I was able to get; I would rather have paid them in the beſt 


Coin, the Fyzabad Rupee, if I could have got it, becauſe it would have ſaved me a great deal of Diſ- 
pute, which I conſtantly had with the Officers, being obliged to ſend them Rupees of different 
Species. | | : 

Q. As you charge the Begums with] the Difference between that Rupee, and the Rupee of the 
Fear when you received it; Whom did you charge with the Difference when you paid it out? 
A. The Nabob. 


Q. Whether you did not tranſmit Part of this Money to Calcutta in Specie? 
A. I believe ſo; but really I do not 17 now recolle& whether it was immediately, or after- 


wards, I know that the Three Armies, I have mentioned, took a very large Sum of Money, poſſibly 
all that was immediately realized, from Fyzabad ; but I do not ſpeak with any great Certainty. 


Q, Whether, in fact, you did, or did not, ſend down a Part of this Money to Calcutta in 


Specie ? | | 
mw I really do not remember.; but the Accounts upon Record, at the India Houſe, will aſcer- 
tain that. | 
Q. Whether you ſent any Part of it, in Specie, to Benares ? 
A. No; certainly not. | | | | 
Q. When the Shroffage was made, according to the Aſſay Table, what Means were taken, if 
any were taken, to prove that it was fairly made, agreeable to that Table, to the Satisfaction of 


the Begums, who were charged with the Difference? | 
A. The Proceſs was very ſimple. The Shroffage was nothing more than to aſcertain the par- 


ticular Species of Rupees: that done, the Batta was already fixed by the Aſſay Table: ſo that 
all the Shroffs had to do was, to aſcertain what the particular Species of the Rupees was. 
Q. I am aſking, not, what Means were taken for ſatisfying the Shroffs; but, what Means were 


taken for ſatisfying the Begums ? No” FS 5 
A. I have no Doubt the Begums knew very well what Money was paid.— They knew the Spe- 


cies of Rupee that was paid by their Agents. 


Q. By what Agents? | 
A. By the Eunuchs and their Shroffs. 


Q. Where were the Eunuchs ? 
A. In their own Houſe, in Bahar Ali Khan's Houfe, OY 


$5567 Q. Where 
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Q. Where was the Shrbffage made? | 
A. I take it for granted in their Houſe too; they aſcertained the Species before they ſent them, 
and ſent a Liſt with them; then, of Courſe, when they were delivered over to me, they were 


compared with the Liſt, to ſee that they agreed. 


Q. Do you ſay they were ſhroffed by Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan, before they were delivered 
to you a WV. | | * | 
A. I will not take upon me to ſay it was the Fact.—I have no Doubt it was. 


Q. Why do you ſuppoſe it was ? 5 | 
A. I cannot ſuppoſe that they, who were employed to pay the Money, would deliver it without 
taking any Account of it. | N | 


Q. Were they not then in Irons ? 
A. I am pretty certain they were not. 


Q. Whether there were any Means taken to produce any Treaſury Account, kept by Bahar Ali 
Khan, to aſcertain whether the Money delivered was the Whole of the Nabob's Treaſure, or not.— 
Were there any Accounts produced ? 78 Webs | 

A. Not by me. 


Q. Were there by any Body ? : | 2 
A. Not that I know of. I ſuppoſe, moſt likely, the Nabob's Miniſter would have taken Care 
of that; but I do not know any Thing of it. | = 
| „ Brom that Money, which you ſtate: firſt to have been ſhroffed at Fyzabad, afterwards 
ſhrofted over again at Lucknow, or ſome conſiderable Part of it ? f 


A. All could not; becaufe ſome of it, as I ſtated before, a conſiderable Sum, was diſpatched 
to the Camps from Fyzabad; what was carried to Lucknow, in all Probability, was ſhtoffed 
again, | | | 

Q. Why was it ſhroffed again? 

A. I do not know that it was, but in all Probability it was. 


Q. Do you know who was preſent at the ſhroffing Operation at Lucknow? | 
A. The Treaſurers, I take it for granted: it was their Buſineſs: The Treaſurers, no Doubt, were 


preſent. 


Q. What Treaſurers? 
A. The Company's Treaſurers. 


1 8 you not a Principal Company's Treaſurer? Who was the Principal Company's Trea: 
urer 
A. The Principal Treaſurer was the Agent of Gopaul Doſs. 


Q. Were you not you yourſelf the Principal Treaſurer ? 
A. As far as being Reſident, and having a Controul over the Treaſury, moſt certainly; but 
the Management of the whole Buſineſs of the Treafury was in the Hands of the Natives. 


Q. Whether you was not, by your Office, Receiver of the Company's Aſſignments ? 

A. No Doubt, I was. | | Ys. | 

Q. Whether, when you received the Money originally, you received it on the Shroffage of 
Bahar and Jewar Ali Khan, or whether you had it ſhroffed yourſelf? | 

A. I certainly could not, I conceive, have received it upon the Shroffage of Bahar and Jewar Ali 
Cawn without examining that their Shroffage was juſt. I never heard any Complaint that my 
Shroffage did not agree with theirs. I have no Doubt it did agree. W 


Q. Did any Body ſhroff it at Fyzabad for you? 
A. The Treaſurers were there. , | 


Q. What Treaſurers ? | 
A. I believe Gopaul Doſs's Agents. | 


Q. So the Whole of this Money was paid to Gopaul Doſs's Agents? 
A. It is difficult for me to underſtand. 


Q. Was the Money received from Jewar and Bahar Ali Khan, as the Nabob's Rights afligned 


over to you, delivered immediately to Gopaul Doſs, or his Agents? 
A. Certainly it was: they were his Agents, and to them it was delivered ; there were more than 


one Agent, there were Five or Six. 


Q. Do you recollect the Names of any of them, beſides Gopaul Doſs ? 

A. I cannot at this Moment recolle& the Names of any of them. | 

Q Were there not conſiderable Effects and Jewels ſent, as Part of the Payment, to Lucknow ? 
A. A 

4 4 ; 
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A. A conſiderable Time afterwards, there were ſome Jewels, and Gold, and Effects of that Sort, 
ſent to Lucknow. n e 94.1 1 


Q. How were they diſpoſed of? 
A. They were ſold on the Begum's Account. 


Q. By whom? 8 r | 
A. By the Company's Treaſurer, under the Direction of the Nabob's Miniſter ; and at the ſame 


Time with the Concurrence of the Agents of the Begums themſelves, ſent from Fyzabad, accom- 
panying thoſe Effects. | | | 


Had the Reſident no Controul, Superintendance, or Inſpection, over the Sale? 

A. I hardly know whether I can ſay, I had the Controul, or had not. When theſe Effects arrived at 
Lucknow, the Courſe obſerved was, to get the principal Merchants of the Place, ſuch as ſhould be 
approved by the Nabob's Miniſter, and the Begum's own Agent, to appraiſe thoſe Effects. They 
were ſo appraiſed, and ſold according to that Appraiſement. 1 ISS 


. Where were they ſold ? 
2 At Lucknow. 


7 


Q. To whom? | x OE 
A. I really do not know I apprehend to a great Number of Merchants, and other People. 


Q Have you not heard that Complaints were made, that they were ſold greatly tinder their 
Value? | | 5 

A. I have, I think, heard Complaints, that they did not realize ſo much Money as was 
expected. | | Earl 
Q. Who was preſent at the Sale? 3 hls 
A. I cannot tell; I apprehend all the Treaſurers. The Five or Six I have mentioned were all 
employed conſtantly in the Treaſury, and I have no Doubt they were preſent at the Sale. h 


Q. When the Produce of this Sale was to be applied for the Uſe of the Company, how comes. 
it that you, the Reſident, took no Concern in the Sale, in order that it might produce to the Ut- 
molt ? 

A. I took no further Concern than I have ſtated : It was the Propoſal, I apprehend, of the Be- 
gum's own Agents, that they ſhould be ſold to the different Merchants of Lucknow. After they 
were ſo appraiſed, they were taken by any Merchants, that choſe to purchaſe, at that Appraiſe- 
ment. | . | 


Q (Croſs examined.) Whether, excluſive of -your occaſional Interference, ſo far as related to 
Tunkaws, and Aſſignments upon the Revenue, the ordinary Adminiſtration of the civil Affairs of 
Oude, did not reſt with the Nabob and his Miniſters ? 

A. Certainly it did, 


Qi. Whether ſeveral of the Natives had not larger Farms, and more independant Authority, in 
the Province of Oude, than the Reſident would have allowed them, if it had reſted with him to 


have regulated that Matter ? h 
A. I have ſtated before, that I certainly would, if I had had the Power, have prevented many 


People having large Emoluments, which they did get, and which I thought them unworthy of : 
One, in particular, I would mention to your Lordſhips, under the Name of an Orderly, who had 
no leſs a Collection than Forty Lacks of Rupees per Annum under his Charge—between Thirty 
and Forty—nearly Forty Lacks per Annum, under his Charge. 


Q. Who was that? | | 
A. His Name was Bowannee Sing ; One of thoſe Perſons that had been raiſed from a menial 
Situation to a Rajah, upon the Nabob's Acceſſion to the Government. 3 


Q. Did you make any Attempt to remove that Rajah from that Situation? 
A. I have made many. | 


Q. And failed ? 
A. Yes, failed; as I did in every other Inſtance relative to that Claſs of People. 


Q. Whether you ever attempted to controul, or in Fact did controul, the Nabob, either in the 
Number, Selection, or Pay, of his Houſehold Eſtabliſhment ? | 
A. No, I did not. | 1 


Q Did you ever, or in any Manner, interfere with, attempt to controul, or, in fa&, controul, 
the Nabob in his private Expences ? | 
A. No; certainly not. 


Q What Sum was appropriated for the Nabob's private Expences, or Eſtabliſhment, in virtue of 
the Treaty of Chunar ? 
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Did it not, in One Year, amount to Fo Line Lac for his vate P includi 
MOL ed god der ag ring od hire? * n * 9 


A. I cannot recolle& exactly; ann 


Baden Mb were the Charges upon that Fund, that was ſet apart for the Nabob's particular 
ces 


&'t apprebend, for all his Houſchold z his civil Expences ; 2 forte Part of his Military. 


Whether the Sum, which was ſo ſet apart for the Expences of the vi . 
Fo] adminiſtered, was not ſufficient to ſuſtain him according to 1 Rank ? Ty 


W.. That is a good deal Matter of Opinion z it is a large Sum certainly, and I 
. 
Q. Would it ſuſtain the Eſtabliſhment, in ſuch . as it had been laltained from the Death 


of Sujah ul Dowlah ? 
A. I apprehend it would. 


| Q. —_ ny. upon _ Subjects, belides his Table and Dreſs, and his Eliablithrene of | 


2 There were a Variety of Expences—the Expences of his Zenana were ny conſiderable, 


Q. What migh t the Amount of that Expence be? 
* I do not know. 


Q. What Number of Servants had he about his Perſon ? 
- A. Itis impoſſible to aſcertain with any Accuracy; he had a very conſiderable Retinue of Ser- 
vants, certainly. 
Q. Whereabouts was the Number ? | 
A. It is a difficult Queſtion to anſwer. ' 


Q. Two or Three hundred, or Two or Three thouſand ? 
A. Two or Three thoutand, I have no doubt, of different Deſcriptions, 


Q. Do you know the Number of his Horſes, or the Number of his Elephants; or do you know 
any of the Articles of Expence? 


A. Not accurately — he had a thouſand Elephants, and perhaps twice as many Horſes. . 


. What muſt be the annual Expences of the Eſtabliſhment you have now deſcribed, of a thou- 
fand” lephants ? 
A. I cannot tell, 


* Q. Would they amount to a Lack of Rupees ? 


A. They muſt be more than that, for I recolle& one Elephant had a Jaghire of Twelve thouſand 
Rupees a Year. | 


Q. Whether you recolle& with any Certainty, that the regular Cavalry, uſually retained by the 


Nabob, amounted to Two thouſand ? 
A. That was the Eſtabliſhment; it conſiſted of Two Regiments, that had originally been in the 
Britiſh Service, and upon ſome Reform had been diſmiſſed from the Company's Service, upon which 


the preſent Nabob's Father took them into his Pay. The Eſtabliſhment conſiſts of Ie Regi- 
ments of 1,000 Men each. 


Q. Was this Body of Cavalry in general well cloathed and well 9 ? 
A. I cannot ſay that they were ſo well cloathed and appointed, or any Thing like it, as the 
Troops in the es 2d 5 Service z but they were armed and cloathed after the European Man- 

ner, 


Q. Were they as well cloathed and appointed as the Troops of other Native Princes in general ? 
A. Better than the Troops of any other Native Prince that I ever ſaw. 


Was the Whole of the Nabob's Cavalry collected, or ordered to attend him, when he went 
to Ct unar; the 2,000 Cavalry ? 
A. The whole 2,000 were with him. I believe he ſeldom travelled any where without thei, 


Q. Had he any more Cavalry belides the 2,000 ? 


2 What was 15 Number of them? 


] cannot ſay; they were coming in every Day from the Country about, according to his 
* 14 He had = very large Eftabliſhmene with him upon his Arrival bt Chuner, ON 


— * wits him at thas Foine whore he turaed off in the Read to Lucknow, to go to 
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A.: The Two Regiments were with him, to the beſt of my Recollection, and ſome others of his 
Cavalry. I believe a large Body of his Cavalry were left behind at Chunar, to aſſiſt in carrying on 
the War againſt Cheit Sing; the others were ſent back, I believe, to their different Stations. | 


ey Do you mean that any of the * Cavalry were left behind to eee 
heit Sing ? 
A. Now. I believe. 2 


2. Then the whole regular Cavalry attended him to the Point of Separation, * he changed 


his Route to go to Fyzabad ? 
A. To the beſt of my Recollection they did, and accompanied him to Fyzabad, * 


. How far from Fyzabad was that Point of Separation ? 
A: 1 do not recolle& the Place where he did turn off, 


Q. Was it as far from Fyzabad, as Lucknow is from Fyzabad ? 
A. I ſhould apprehend not near the Diſtance. 


. Whether the Nabob had any Bearers ſtationed on the Road to 3 to enable him to tra- 
vel with greater Expedition from that Point of the Road where the Separation was ? 
A. I have no Knowledge of any, nor do I believe there were any. 


oo If there were no Bearers ſtationed, what ſhould hinder the feguiler Cavalry that were with the 


Nabob from getting to Eyzabad as ſoon as he? 
A. I apprehend they did get to Fyzabad as ſoon as he did; chat they attended his Perſon, and 


accompanied him through the Road to Fyzabad. 


Q. Have you any Doubt about that Fact? 
A. I have none. 


Q. What was the particular Situation of Captain Edwards about the Perſon of the Nabob) 
A. He was the Nabob's Aid de Camp. 


Q. To whoſe Patronage did he owe his Appointment who recommended him ® the Nabob? 
A. I cannot immediately ſay ; I rather 


Q Do you know whether it was not Mr. Haſtings ? 
A. I really do not know; I have heard it was Sir Elijah Impey, but I cannot ſay. 


Do you not know, that ſome ineffectual Applications were made by the Nabob to Mr. 
| Haſtings, to have Captain Edwards ſent up the Country to him, which were reſiſted * Mr. 
Haſtings ? 


A. F do not. | 
Whether there was any Drought of any ian Magnitude in the Province of Oude, o or 
its Yependencics, in 1779, 1780, 1781, or 1782? 3 f 


A. In 1779 there was a very ſevere one. 


Whether you conceive it was owing to natural Cauſes, or to the bad Adminiſtration of the 


Nabob's Miniſters ? 
A. I mean the Failure of the Periodical Rains. 


Q. Would that affect the Cultivation of the Country in a very conſiderable Degree ? 
A. No doubt it would, 


Q. Was the impoveriſhed State of the Country, in 1779 or 1780, occaſioned by that 80 
Cauſe, in any, and what Degree ? 
A. In a conſiderable Degree, certainly; but I refer it alſo to other Cauſes Z by which I mean 


the Miſmanagement of the Nabob's Government. 


Q. In what reſpect ? 
A. The Appointment of i improper People to os Truſts, ſuch as I have mentioned and in 


general, a Supineneſs in the Nabob's Government. 


Whether you do not recollect to have mentioned, in a Letter to Mr. Haſtings, dated the 
28th of December 1781, the heavy Remiſſions the Nabob had been obliged to allow on the pre- 
ſent Year's Rents, for the Loſſes by Drought and Hail: (a). Do you ber the Fact of writ- 
ing ſuch a Letter ? Failt ad 

A. 1 do not at this Time. 


Q. Do you recollect a Drought happening in the Years 1780 or 1781 5 
17 w I was not in the Country in 1780 or 1781. I beg leave to correct myſelf; in 2705 I cer- 
tainly was. 
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Q Whether you ever tranſmitted to Mr. Haſtings, any Complaints againſt Colonel "ROT; 


while he remained in Command in the Country of Oude? 
A. I do not recolle@ that I did: I believe not. # 


Q. What was the general Eſtimation and Character of Colonel Hannay, when he was firſt em- 
ployed in that Command ? 
A. I believe he bore a very good Character; I have always underſtood fo. . | 1 


Q. Whether the Countries of Baraitch and Goruckpore were not always, prior to MY Time of 
Colonel Hannay, in the Hands of ſeveral refractory Zemindars who ſcarcely acknowledged the 
Authority of the Nabob ? 

A: The Country of Goryckpore does fall particularly under that Deſcription ; I do not think 
that Baraitch does. 


Q. Whether the Employment of a Military Force i in whole Countries, was not abſoturcly neceſ- 
ſary, as well for the Purpoſes of enforcing the Civil Government, as for the Collection of the 

evenues ? 

A. In Goruckpore certainly. The Diſtrict of Baraitch bordered upon it, but was in a very dif. 
ferent Situation from what Goruckpore was. Goruckpore was bounded by the Mountains; it is 
a very rough uncultivated Country, and I believe gen erally, as long as I can remember any Thing 
— it, was very much ſubject to Diſorders, to Rebellions among the Zemindars, and People 10 

e Country. 


Q. Whether the Bamboo Cages were not uſual Places of Confinement in the Country of Out? | 
A. I confeſs I never heard of the Bamboo Cages till I heard it at this Bar. 


Q. Do you know whether that Sort of Impriſonment is in frequent Uſe in the Country? 
A. I never heard of ſuch a Mode of Impriſonment: But of Priſons moſt certainly; the Priſons 
I have heard generally of, in the Country, were Mud Forts, where the Priſoners were kept, 


Q. Whether from the Deſcription you have now heard of theſe Bamboo Cages, ſuch a Species 
of Confinement is more lenient, or more ſevere, than Confinement in Mud Forts? 

A. I ſhuuld ores they muſt be much the ſame. I cannot in my own Mind make much 
Diſtinction. ; 


Whether you do not believe, that the Begums were yore particularly jealous, and a 
to the Britiſh Influence, in the Affairs of Oude ? 
A. I have heard that they were: I cannot aſſert it of my own Knowledge; I have no Fact that 
can lead me to give a poſitive Anſwer to that Queſtion. I certainly have heard that they were. 


| Do you not, of your own Knowledge, know that the Jealouſy of the Beguins, or either of 
3 was much inflamed towards us by the Ceſſion of ä in 17757 
A. I have no poſidive Knowledge of it. 


Q. Do you know, or believe, that the Begums were diſaffected? Do you know any Thing of | 
the Conduct of the Begums in 1775, upon the Ceſſion of n 1 
A. No, I do not. 


Q. Whether you do, or do not, believe that the Begums were diſaffected to 40 Britiſh latereſ 


in 1780 or 1781? 
A. In 1781 I certainly did believe them ſo. 


Q. Are you ſtill of the ſame Opinion, that they were hoſtile to the Britiſh Icereſt? 
A. Moſt undoubtedly I am. 


Q: Whether, in keeping your private Letter Book, you did, or did not, muy inert in it he 
Incloſures contained in the Letters you received ? | 
A. It was not my Ule. | 


Whether, if you have looked at your Letter Book lately, you do 150 know that here occur 
ſeveral Inſtances, Twenty or Thirty at leaſt, in your Letter Book A.? Have you er at your 


Letter Book A lately ? 
A. Yes, I have. 


And have you obſerved that there are ſuch Omiſſions ? 
A; I do obſerve Marginal Notes referring to Incloſures, which Incloſures are not in a the Book. 


Have you obſerved any Inſtances where Incloſures are inſerted ? 
& In loo ing over the Book, I have not obſerved any Incloſures; n there might be 
Incloſures, but J obſerved a great Number of marginal Notes of Incloſures, which are not in the 
Book. All I can venture to ſay is, that it was not the uſual Cuſtom t to inſert Laciolures in that 


Book. 


* - ut * 


*” __ 


Q. Whether 


— 


| Whether you ever had aby Communication with Mr. Haſtings; aeg of indiretly, re: 
gerda your Letter Books, prior to your Diſcloſure of them at the Bar of the Houſe of 82 
mons ? N a FRE 


A. No; moſt certainly not, | MO 
Q. Whether you had any Communication, directly or indirectly, with Mr. Haſtings reſpecting 
this Book. prior to your Examination at this Bar? 2 1 
OS 2 | | | 
Q. Do you recolle& with Certainty, whether the Originals of the Letters written by Colonel 
Hannay and Captain Gordon to the Begums, or Originals accompanied with Copies, were deli-. 
vered to you by Major Gilpin ? £ 

A. I have before informed your Lordſhips, that to the beſt of my Memory, only the original 
Letters themſelves were delivered to me by Major Gilpin. I have no Reaſon to alter that 
Belief; I have Reaſon to think, and I am confirmed in my Belief, that only the original Letters 


were delivered to me by Major Gilpin. 


Q. Whether it was the Uſage of your Office to tranſmit to Calcutta all the Letters you received 
at Lucknow, or only ſuch of them as you conceived to be important to the Tranſactions you were 
managing for the Company? | 

A. It certainly was not the Practice of the Office during my Reſidence there; and I believe it 
will be found it was not the Practice of my Predeceſſor, or of my Succeſſor. | 


„ you do not know that the Begum, the Mother of the Nabob, uſed, at the Time he 
aid her Viſits, to expreſs particular Diſſatisfaction to him, on account of his Connexion with the 
©ngliſh ? 
A. It is impoſſible for me to ſay on what Account it was—The Elder Begum generally did expreſs 
eat Diſlike to the Nabob, and by Marks that were very uncommon ; but I cannot pretend to 
ay, that it was on account of his Connexion with the Engliſh, nor have I any Reaſon to think it 
was. "$5715 


Q. What were the Marks of Diſſatisfaction? | 

A. The Nabob ſtood in very great Awe of the Elder Begum; and I do not know that he ever 
went to ſee her without inſiſting upon my accompanying him; he uſed to leave me in the outer 
Apartment, while he himſelf went in to the inner Apartment to viſit the Elder Begum ; and I 
have been told (with what Truth I do not know) that as ſoon as he retired. from the 1 
where he met the Elder Begum, it was her Practice to throw away the Muſnud on which he fat, 
as a Mark of her Diſlike or Contempt; but what her Motives were for it, I cannot ſay. Will 
your Lordſhips give me Leave, before I go from the Bar, to correct Two other ſmall Miſtakes in 
my Evidence. In my Examination at your Lordſhips Bar, I was aſked particularly as to a Letter 
from Captain Macdonald ; the Impreſſion that was upon my Mind at that Time was, that the 
Letter had been ſent to me at Chunar; but, upon looking into Mr. Haſtings's Narrative, I find 
the Letter was incloſed by Mr. Barnet, the Jew I ſpoke of before, in a Letter to Mr. Haſtings 
himſelf ;—I wiſh to correct that Part of my Evidence which ſays, it was ſent to me perſonally ; 
I am clear it was ſent to Mr. Haſtings, and it is mentioned as an Incloſure in Mr. Barnet's Letter. 
There is another Miſtake, upon a long Examination, reſpecting the Part I had in the Affidavits, 
taken before Sir Elijah Impey at Lucknow. I mentioned that, to the Beſt of my Recollection and 
Belief, I never had any Communication with any Perſon but Colonel Hannay, or took any Mea- 
ſures with any Perſon but Colonel Hannay ; but, on looking at my Correſpondence, I do find a 
Letter from myſelf ro Mr. Shee at Furrackabad, written at the ſame Time, requeſling him to 
furniſh me with any Information that might have come to his Knowledge reſpecting the Inſurrec- 
tion at Benares. The Letter to him is dated 14th of November; his Anſwer is the 18th of the 
ſame Month, If your Lordſhips will give Leave, I ſhould wiſh that to be altered. 


Tou have ſtated, that you ordered the Women of the Zenana to be kept confined and 
97 ed. Since theſe Orders came from you, and not from the Nabob, was it not your Duty 
ikewiſe to give Directions that the Women in the Zenana and Khourd Mahl ſhould be ſupplied 
with Neceſſaries? 


A. I apprehend it is not exactly as it is ſtated; I do not recollect that there was any Order for 
confining the Women in the Khourd Mahl. 


Q. Were there any Orders for confining the Women in any Place ? 
A. I do not recolle& that there were. 


Q. You have ſaid in your Examination, Page 604, in Anſwer to a good many Queſtions, that 
yau took the Originals of the Treaty of Chunar with you to Lucknow, for which. Place you ſet 
out the Day after the Treaty was executed, and that Mr. Haſtings had no Copy of that Treaty, till 
you, at ſome Diſtance of Time, ſent him down a Copy by a Dawk, or common Meſſenger ; and at 
a further Period you ſent him, by Colonel Hannay, the Original; that is the Effect of the 
MY Ws ? | | 

A. It is. 


7 e 
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Qi. Do you wiſh, upon Recollection, to correct that Evidence? .,, _ | 
A. I believe the Evidence is correct; but I was inaccurate in one Part, reſpecting the Chunar 
Treaty. I mentioned having carried them both to Lucknow. I am very clear, that the Part that 
the Governor General himſelf figned was delivered to the Nabob at Chiinar, the ſame, or the 
very next Day: As in a Letter from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the Council at Calcutta, written 
by Direction of the Council, I was applied to for that Part of that Treaty ; upon that I was in- 
duced to enquire where the Treaty was, and then I ſaw. it in the Nabob's Poſſeſſion. I cannot be 
certain as to the Time when it was delivered to him; but I apprehend it was at Chunar, or the 
next Day, and my Anſwer to Mr. Auriol is dated the 16th of September, where I mention having 
ſeen it in the Nabob's Poſſeſſion. | 5 


ernten the InſpeRion of that Letter of Mr. Auriol; you think you have made one 
| e in that Account | 
A. Yes. I do. 


Q. You ſeem to be miſtaken, for the Effect of your Evidence is, that you took the Treaties 
with you. Both Parts, according to your Evidence, were taken from Chunar to Lucknow; and 
the firſt Account Mr. Haſtings received was a Copy ſent by you afterwards by a Dawk. You were 
aſked, How long was it before you ſent Mr. ag a Copy of that Treaty? You ſaid, your 
Letter upon that Subject would aſcertain the Date; that you firſt ſent him Copies of the Treaties, 
and afterwards the Originals. Now, there is a Letter from Mr. Haſtings on the 23d of September 
178 1, which is only Three Days after left Chunar, in which it is tated thus: “having 
on the 19th inſtant entered into certain Engagements with the Nabob Vizeer, tending to relieve 
his Finances of a Burthen they were no longer able to ſuſtain, with ſundry other Clauſes, the Exe- 
cution of which is intruſted. to you, I herewith incloſe an authentic Copy of the ſame, for your 
Guidance. The Nabob, on his Behalf, has ſubſcribed: and ſealed an Agreement in your Preſence, 
and in the Preſence of Mr. Richard Johnſon and Hyder Khan, reſpecting the better Ad- 
- miniſtration of his Affairs; of which I alſo tranſmit you an authentic Copy.” (a) Now, conſiſtently 
with this Letter, it is impoſſible that your Account can be correct? 

A. That Letter was written and delivered to me, or I apprehend ſo, at the Time of ſigning 
the Treaty: It is my Inſtructions from Mr. Haſtings upon the Treaty. | 


Q. Attend to this Circumſtance. The Treaty was ſigned upon the 19th of October: You left 
Chunar upon the 2oth; it might be a prior Date to the 2oth, but could not be of a Date Three 
Days after the 20th? 

A. That Letter, I am pretty certain, was delivered to me when I left Chunar. It is poſſible 
there may have been a Miſtake in the Date of it, or in the Date of the Treaty; but I am very 
poſitive Letter was delivered to me with the Treaty itſelf, 


Q. Do you wiſh that ſhould ſtand as a Solution between the Letter and the Evidence, that this 
Letter was delivered to you at the Time the Treaty was ſigned ? 

A. I am clear it was delivered to me at the Time of the Treaty, and I cannot pretend to ſay 
whether the Letter or the Treaty is miſdated. | | 


The Witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
The Managers for the Commons acquainted the Houſe, they here cloſed the Evidence 
upon the Second Article of Charge. 
Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


— — 


# 


(a) Vide ſupra, Page 146. 
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Die Martis, 30 Funij 1788. 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual proclamations 


made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor ac- 
quainted the Managers for the Commons, they might Er to make good their 
Charge. 


Then Mr. Sheridan was heard to ſum up the Evidence, in Part, upon the Second 
Article of Charge. 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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THE Teal bg in their Places, the. Houſe ae * ful FOI Kar Oy wy 


made, and the dani, at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted: 
the Managers forthe Commer; chey might Proceed to make good tir Chen 
Mr. Burke was heard, to open in Part the Sixth Article of Charge. a Sir 
dhe the Houſs adjourned to the Chamber of ene 01 kat 
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end Scl hab) Die Saba, 25 apriur 1785. 


in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Proclamations 
made, and the 2 at the Bar, the Lord: Chancellor acquainted 
the ngen fot the Carnmons, might proceed to make good their Charge, 


| Mr, Burke was further heard, to open in Part the Sixth Article of . 
re Parliament, | 


cr ATT. 
= - * » 
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Ds Martis, 5* Maii 1789. 


mY 


\HE Lords bas b in their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the uſual Procieniattons 
made, and the Defendant ap g at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good their Charge. 


Mr. Burke was further heard, to open in Part the Sixth Article of Charge. 
Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 
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Die Jovis, . Maii 1789. 1 5 155 


HE Lords being in their Places, the Houſe refumied, the ufual Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good their Charge. 
' Mr. Burke was further Heard to open in Part the 435 Article of Chergez a 
having fitiiſhed, the Managers for the Commons defired Leave to withdraw for 
a ſhort Time. | 3 1 IF ; ; A s bereft aw 2 HH AM 
The Managers for the Commons being returned informed the Houſe they wert 
ready immediately to open the Remainder of the Sixth Article of Charge, and after. 
wards to call Evidence upon the Whole of it, or to proceed directly to the Proof of 
that Part which they had already opened, and having concluded that Head, to open 
and to give Evidence in Support of the Remainder of the ſaid Sixth Article, as the 


Houſe ſhould think proper; but, if the Houſe had no Objection, they themſelves 
preferred the latter Mode of Proceeding. F - 


The Counſel for the Defendant were aſked, if they had any Objection to the Ma- 
nagers for the Commons proceeding in the Method laſt mentioned. | 


The Counſel for the Defendant made Anſwer they: had not; Provided the ſame 
Indulgence was allowed them in the Conduct of the D i 3 


The Managers for the Commons proteſted, that they had a Right to bon 
the Articles at any Period, without the Conſent of the Party aach. SEN 
Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was called in; and produced Book 195, intitpted, 
„Bengal Letters, received goth Sept. 176g, to toth April 155 

Read, the following Extract of a general Letter from the Preſidenit ard Council at 


Calcutta, in Bengal, to the Select Committee of the Honourable the Court df Direc- 
tors, dated 3oth Sept. 1765. | 


« Honourable Sirs, TY, | g 
« x, The accompanying Proceedings vf che Select Committee will explain our Motives for 


chaſing the Admiral Stevens to convey to your Hands theſe Diſpatches, which we hope will be 
deemed of ſufficient Importance to merit any extraordinary Expence thereby incurred, an Expence 
which bar flatter ourſelves will be fully defrayed by the valuable Cargo ſhe carries home at this 
early Seaſon, 89898 92 F 

« 2, By the General Letter of this Date you will be informed by the Preſident and Council of 
every material Concern that has been tranſacted before the Board. At the ſame Time we beg Leave 
to refer to the Letters diſpatched by the Vanſittart and Bute (whe 


reof Duplicates are now encloſed) 

or a Detail of the Military Operations, Political. Occurrences,” and _—_— the very important 

ranſactions previous to our Arrival, and ſubſequent to the Death of Meer Jaffier : An Event 

that furniſhed the moſt glorious Opportunity of eſtabliſhing your Influence and Power on ſo Told 

a Baſis as muſt ſoon have rendered the En iſh Eaſt India Company the moſt potent Commercial 
Body that ever flouriſhed at any Period of Time, 

* 3. It is from a due Senſe of the Regard we owe and profeſs to your Intereſts and td our dn 
Honour, that we think it indiſpenſably neceſſary to lay open to your View a Series of Tranſactions 
too notoriouſly known to be ſuppreſſed, and too affecting to your Intereſt, to the national Character, 
and to the Exiſtence of the Company in Bengal, to eſcape - unnoticed and uncenſured. Tranſ- 
actions which ſeem to demonſtrate, that every Spring of this Government was ſmeared with Cor- 
ruption, that Principles of Rapacity and Oppreſſion univerſally prevailed, and that every Spark of 


Sentiment and publick Spirit was loſt and extinguiſhed in the unbounded Luſt of unmerited Wealth. 
« 4. To illuſtrate theſe Poſitions we muſt exhibit to your View a moſt unpleaſing Vari 


Complaints, Inquiries, Accuſations, and Vindications, the Particulars of which are entered in our. 


8 and the Appendix; aſſuring you, that we undertake this Taſk with peculiar Re- 
luctance, from the perſonal Regard we entertain for ſome of the Gentlemen whoſe Characters will 
appear to be deeply affected. | 


« 5, At Fort St. G we received the Firſt Advices of the Demiſe of Meer Jaffier, and of 
Shuja Dowlah's Defeat. It was there firmly imagined that no definitive Meaſures would be 2 
| 1 e N TOES e 
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er ling the Vacancy i; the dire before; our Arrival; an the | _ | 
onth K K your general Letter, and the Appointment of 4 /' Wi 
eqs For Powers to that Purpoſe; for the ſucceſsful Exertion of which, the "ol 
e —— "Howtrver, 4 contrary Neſdbution prevailed in the Council. The 
+ gen was too inviting to be ed, and the Temptation 


ily. drawn up by the Board, or rather tranſcribed, 
with few t Additions, "HY "hat concluded with Meer ] affier ; and a Deputation, 
c 
abob ta | © e Grand A 
for this Meaſure ſuch Reaſons are Jes 


as ought to have diftated a diametrically o 3 
Reſolution. Miran's Son was a Minor, which, Circumſtance alone would have aa br 


the whole Adminiſtration into our Hands at a Iuncture when ie became indiſpenſably nec * 1 
we ſhould realize that Shadow of Pg Ter and Influence, which having no ſolid Foundation was 
expoſed to the Danger of being ann Hilated py the Firlb Stroke of adverſe Fortune. Rut this 
Inconſiſtence was not regarded; nor was it material to the Views for precipitating the Treaty, 
which was preſſed on the young Nabob at the Firſt Interview, in ſo earneſt and 3 — — 


—— as y di him and chagrined his Miniſters; while not a Single 
for the Company, ee In were" ſacrificed chat their Servants mig t in the 
Spoils of a Treaſury before im 


eriſhed, b totally grayed. 
6. This Scene of Corrup * was Nan ata Vi t the Nabob was paid, to Lord Clive 
and the Gentlemen of the Committee a few Days after our Arrival. He there deliyered to his 


a Letter filled with Tn Tikes the Infults and — he had been expoſed 
for — 


. the | 

* de A 9 of oh Money 
. by Mr. 
boaſts of having been a pri 
Ws Makomed Reza Cown th eee eee 
burſetnent from the Freaſury he ſoon delivered to the Committee the very extraordinary 
Narrative entered W neh nn $ . Sch wherein he | © pecifies the —_ po 
Sums, by whom paid, whom, whether ills, or ations, reciſe, ſo ac- 
curate 5 Account as this of Money for 2 venal Ea ws never, we — before 
this. Period exhibited, to the Honourable' Court of Directors, at leaſt never vouched by ſuch un- 
deniable Teſtimony and authentic n By Juggut Sect, who himſelf was obliged to con- 
1 — to the Sums demanded z by Moolyram, wha was employed by Mr. Johnſtone in all 

Tranſactions z by the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, who were the heavieſt 


laſtly, bythe e of the (rentieman thernſelver, whoſe Names are ſpecified in 
RY 


uggut Seet cxpreſily declared in his Narrative, that the Sum which he agreed to pay the 
amounting to 125,000 Rupees, was extorted by Menaces ; and fince the Cloſe of our 
we delivered in the Proceedings of the 21ſt June, it fully ap 
that the Preſents from the Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the immenſe Sum of 1 
Lacks, were not the voluntary Offeri I but Contributions levied on the Weak 


of the Government, and violently ex State and timid Diſpoſition of the 
Miniſter. . The Charge indeed is denied on the one Hand, as well as affirmed on the other. . 


Honourable Board muſt therefore determine, how far the Circumſtance of Extortion may 
vate the Crime of Diſobedience to your poſitive * the expoſing the Government in a 


ner to. Sale, ap rae. e e of Corruption from op police Parties and conten 
Intereſts, We ſpeak 


Boldneſa, becauſe we ſpeak from Conviction, founded upon — 
table Facts, . ſpecified in the Diſtribution Account, to the Amount of 
* 2,28,125 Pounds Sterling, there was likewiſe to the Value of ſeveral Lacks of Ru 


procured * sic in Orig. 
from Nuadcomar and Roydullub, each of whom aſpired at and obtained a Promiſe of that very 
e it was s Prrde terminen to deer, on M Reza Cawn. 


2 at the End) 
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Book 182, Intituled, « Bengal Wk Conſultations, How gr Jana eee 
December 1766 212570 11a) * 
Read, the following Ertracts of a \ Conſultation of the 22d 1766, Fin 
ff P. 733.1 of the ſame one: 8 den ON 901110 4 EY OY 1 Por . TY 210 — 
| , bee th Wiha, th 30 _ £9669 


| 4% 5 15 wn dere Ba 


ee 2 ron) Preſent; i: 


The 2 n Cy egen; esb If Jo nof 
| John Carnac, f fot Ati Nas Thad: 101 8 
HFarry Verelſt, $34 192 ” gibt B 4.97 = e 2801 no2:oleh. 
II Randol WE Aba zn bu H 150 Gi noiiribbidig A low vitx 
Hugh Watts 3 „Her. io WOE: G6 1a nr leckt ses, 
'- 03 Claga Ruſſell, oils vi Eſquites. onigd 70 1580 d {1 or bAogxs 
; William Alderſey, 1} S "AL © ; DIIRB SIT 30N ow; 21973Qao3n] 
Thomas Kelſall, and % Coded. nl; > b 25 de 
. Dt au, bas Ded. 4 3 1 
Mr. Sumner indiſpoſed . ede 
Hons - Dh The Procecdings of the eker Committee of gd 19th, inſtant ate bow. nid before ihe Bind, | 
Commits of as follows; 15 f 9 
the 10th Se | 
laid Before Read alſo, a further Extract from the fame: Book, nd fame Conſultation, 15 
ning at Page 735 of the-ſame, |; © Ho ah t cn b 


„The Right Honourable the Preſident "Mm urged the Neceſſi of: rice "the forge 
vernors of this Preſidency, in Points of Trade and. g 5 77 2 nts: of ſo m 
Force and Conviction, in the following Minute, that, we unanim fy, agree in . 
Lordſhip's Propoſal to the 2 7 tha it hand be carried into en with all cony 


N dladu2 G4 ih 1 
| 8 7 * 0 ia nod 2 Alexander. Camplelh,. 
ok 95 eee e Lion 2 120 "lor 100 a1 8.8. C. 32 718 1 


| * 1 7 b 3 2 : KK. EY ” 
ce Lord Clive Minyes delivered } in Pemumittee, ate et, k 8 A g 5 cen * 


& Our Attention, as a Select Committee inveſted with extraordinary Powers by hb Ci er : 
Directors, has been conſtantly engaged in — the Abuſes which had crept into the ſeveral 
Departments of this Government. The i ork has been bee proeure with © Zeal; 
Diligence, and Diſintereſtedneſs on our Parts; add the Succeſs of our La $'gives us Reaſon to 
hope that our Employers will be of Opinion we _ eſtabliſhed many uſeful and neceſſary Regu- 
—— Many — ers however are ſtill wanting to complete our Plan; but 1 doubt not that the 
ſame Principles, which have hitherto guided our "CST: will continue to direct ung to zan 
the Meaſures we have yet to purſue. D 248 RISOY , fie een 

« To place the Preſident in ſuch a Situation as will render his Government completely hondur- 
able to himſelf, and advantageous to the Company, appears to me an Object of as much Conſe- 

Sic in Orig. quence as any that has been taken into our Conſideration;  To- here ſuch immenſe Revenues "are 


concerned where Power and Authority are ſocalarged, and where the Eye of Juſtice and Equity 
ſhould be ever watchful, a Governor ought not to be'cinbarrafſed with pivate Buſineſs ; he ought 
to be free from every Occupation in which his Judgment- can poſſibly be biaſſed by his Intereſt. | 
The extepfive. commercial Affairs, the Study of the Finances, the Politics of the Country, the 
Epiſtolary Correſpondence, the Proceedings of Couneil and ' Comrnittee, theſe are ſufficient to 
employ every Moment of his Time, and I am confident that they cannot be conducted with the 
requiſite Attention to the Company's Intereſt, if the Ming: of the” Governor be divetted by com 
plicated mercantile Accounts of his own, © + © chicks 

66 If we look back. upon thoſe unha — ieh dete frequently brought the Com- 
pany's Poſſeſſions in Bengal almoſt to t int of Deſtruction, we ſhall find that 35 have gene- 
rally proceeded from the Conduct of Governors, wh6, too cager in Purſuit of private Intereſt, 
have involved themſelves in Affairs which could not be reconciled to the ſtrit Principles, of In- 
tegri o prevent Scrutinies and Diſcoveries which might in any Degree affect their Honour, 
they ave requently been reduced to the Neceſſity of conniving at Abuſes which would otherwiſe 
have been brought to light, and remedied. The Welfare of this great Company ſhould be the ſole 
Study of a Governor; attached to that Point alone, his Meaſures could never be thwarted by the 
Malice of 8 becauſe they would all be propoſed for the Publick Good; and Ad 
will always be juſtified or condemned from the Principles on which they are feundec. 

„Such a State of Independency and Honour muſt be highly eligible to a Governor ;-and in 


my Opinion, it can only be acquired by cutting off all Poſſibility of his benefiting himſelf either 
by Trade or by-that-Influence-whictr his Power NeceNarily gives kim i in theſe opulent Provinces. 


« I therefore propoſe, that the Governor Mall inte miaſt public Manner, in the Preſence of 
all the Company's Servants, the Mayor and Aldermen, and free Merchants, aſſembled at the 


Maydr's Court, take the Oath and execute the Penalty Bond hereunto annexed,, T one 
| eration 
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deration I have pro „is One and One Eighth per Cent. upon the Revenues collected, exrept- 
ing thoſe ariſing rom the Company's own Lands at Calcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, -and Chig- 


e e ; | . er e RS bs NES Ni 

bas "Although by theſe Means à Governor will not be able to amaſs a Fortune of a Million or Half 

a Million in the Space of Two gr Three Years, yet he will acquire a very handſome Independency, 1 
and be in that very Situation which a Man of nice Honour, and true Zeal for the Service, wouid 

wiſh to poſſeſs: Thus ſituated, he may defy all Oppoſition in Council; he will have nothing 

to aſk,. nothing to propoſe, but what he means for the Advantage of his Employers ; he may 

defy the Law, becauſe; theſe can be no Foundation for a Bill of Diſcovery, and he may defy the Sic in Orig. 
Obloquy of the World, becaule theſe + can be nothing cenſurable in his Conduct. In ſhort, if + Sic in orig, 
Stability can be inſured to ſuch a Government as this, where Riches have been acquired in 
Abundance, in a ſmall Space of Time, by all Ways and Means, and by Men with or without 
Capacities, it mult be effected by a Governor thus reſtricted ; and l ſhall think it an Honour, if my 

' Propoſal be approved, to ſet the Firſt Example.“ (a) 410) 40-65 * 


Read alſo, further Extract from the ſame Book and the ſame Conſultation, begin- 1 
ning at Page 739 of the ſame. | | Rake es ig 

And I do moſt ſolemnly ſwear, that 1 will not upon any Account or Pretence whatever, 

directly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, nor knowingly, wittingly, or willingly ſuffer ot 5 | 
permit to be accepted or received. 5 any Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for me, my Executors or : ff 
Adminiſtrators, or for any other Perſon or Perſons whatever, out of perſonal Friendſhip to vo 
them, or received to my own Intereſt, any indirectly, any Jewels, Effects, Sum or Sums 

of Money, whether by Bonds, Bills, Notrie Obligations, or otherwiſe, of accept of, retain or keep, t sie in Orig, 
any Fee, Gratuity, or Reward in Jewels, Effects, Money, or Obligations, or Promiles, or Al- | | 
ſurances of Money in Writing of any Nature, or other Thing whatſoever, which has been heretofore 

depoſited for Services promiſed to be perpreceed “, or Favours to be received, or which ſhall here - Sic in Orig. 
after be depoſited, lent, received, or paid into my Hands or Cuſtody, or to any other Perſons in | 
Truſt for me, nor knowingly permit or ſuffer any other Perſon or Perſons to receive, take, or 

accept of the ſame, or #ny Part thereof, by my Authority or Influence, from any King, Prince, Vizir, 

Monſubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Phouzdar, Jimidar, or from any other Perſon or Perſons, natural- 

born Subjects of the Eaſt Indies, China, Perſia, or Mocka, of what Degree, Nomination, or 

Quali ver, or from any Servant or Agent, or Council of any King, Prince, Vizir, Monſub- 

dar, Nabob, Dewan, Phouzdar, or Jimidar, exceeding the Value or Amount ſpecified in our 

Covenants with the ſaid United Company : The full Intent and Meaning of this Oath being, 

and I do moſt ſolemnly ſwear, that my full and true Intent and Meaning is, that in Conſideration 

of the Sum of One and One Eighth per Cent. upon the Revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 

(fave and except the Revenues of the Lands of the ſaid United Company at Calcutta, Burdwan, 

Midnapore, and Chittagong), to be paid to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly Payments, during 

the Time I ſhall continue to be Preſident and Governor of Fort William; and likewiſe in Conſi- 

deration of my Salary, ſtated Allowances, and Commiſſion upon the Mint Coral, and upon the 

Freight Goods, and Ten per Cent. Intereſt or Premium upon any Sum or Sums of Money + ſhall + Sic in Orig. 
or may hereafter lend, advance, or place out at Intereſt, as before mentioned, no other Emolu- . 
ment or Advantage whatſoe ver ſhall in any wiſe howſoever, directly or indirectly, ariſe or accrue 

unto me, my Heirs, Executors, or Adminiſtrators, or to any other Perſon, through Favour or . 
Friendſhip from me, either from my Office, or for or by Reaſon or Means of the Influence and 
Authority I may. have as Preſident and Governor of Fort William. 

« [ further ſwear, that I will not myſelf receive, or knowingly permit any other Perſon to 
receive any Fee, Gratuity or Advantage them, from the Diſpoſal of any Place, Employment, or 
Office to any European, or any other Perſon whatever in or out of the Company's Service; and 
that I will not in any Manner break through, or act in any reſpect, during the Time I ſhall con- 
tinue to be Preſident and Governor of Fort William, cofitrary to any Article, Covenant, Clauſe, 
Promiſe, and Agreement contained in, or the true Intent and Meaning of a certain Indenture, 
bearing Date this Firſt Day of October One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty- ſix, and made, or 
mentioned to be made, between the ſaid United Company of the One Part, and me, Robert Lord 
Clive, on the other Part, but that I will truly and faithfully perform the lame. 


| | So help me GOD.” 

* Sworn in open Court at Fort William in Bengal, SI ft LY 9 

this Firſt Day of October, in the Sixth Year . © | | 3 F 

of the Reign of King George the Third.“ (5) : OE Ap” cs. | 
Read alſo, further Extract from the ſame Book and ſame Conſultation, beginning at 
Page 743 of the ſame. 8 | ford Nie . 
And the ſaid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further covenant and agree, that he ſhall nor, 
nor will, upon any Account or Pretence whatloever, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or 


| (a) Vide Appendix, Ne LX XXIX 600) Vide Appendix; ibid. 9 
bs is _ - receive, 
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receive, nor knowingly, wittingly, or willingly ſuffer or permit to be accepted, taken or received, 
by any Perſon or — for 25 Uſe, or in Truſt for him, his Heirs, Executors, and Admini- 
ſtrators, or for any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, — of perſonal Friendſhip to them, or 
Regard to his own Intereſt, e, or indirectly, a N Sum or Sums of Money, 
whether by Bonds, Bills, Notes, bligations, or ot ſe; or accept of, retain, or keep, any 
Fee, Gratuity, or Reward, in Jewels, Effects, Money, Obligations, or Promiſes or Aſſurances 
of Money in Writing of any Nature, or other Thing whatſoever, which has been heretofore 5 
fited, for Services promiſed to be performed, or Favours to be received, or which ſhall h 
be depoſited, lent, received, or paid into his Hands or Cuſtody, or into the Hands or Cuſtody 
of any other Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for him, nor knowingly permit or ſuffer any other Perſon 
or Perſons to receive, take, or accept of the ſame, or any Part thereof, by his Authority or Tnflu. 
ence, from any King, Prince, Vizir, Monſubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Phouzdar,  Jimidar, or from 
any other Perſon or erſons natural born Subjects of the Eaſt Indies, China, Perſia, or Mocka, 

of what Degree, Nomination, or Quality ſoever, or from any Servant, Agent, or Council of any 

King, Prince, Vizir, Monſubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, or Jemidar, exceeding the Value or 
Amount ſpecified in the Covenants with the ſaid United Company: And the ſaid, Robert Lord 
Clive doth further covenant and agree, chat no other Emolument ar Advantage whatſoever (ex- 

sie in Orig. cepting as herein excepted), ſhall in my“ w howſoever directly or indirectly 1 215 or accrue unto 
him, his Heirs, Executors, or Adminiſtrators, or to any other Perſon whatever, through Favour 
or Friendſhip, either from his Office, or for or by Reaſon or Means of the Influence of Authori 
he may have as Preſident and Governor, nor with he the ſaid Robert Lord Clive receive, or kho 
ingly permit any other Perſon to receive any Fee, Gratuity, or Advantage, from the Diſpofal 
of any Place, Employment, or Office, to any European, or alk other Terſon whatever, in or 
out of the Company's Service.” (a) 


To prove that Lord Clive did take the Oath, and enter into the Covenant before- 
mentioned, 

Read, from Book 195, already delivered in, the follo > Extract of a General | 
Letter from the Preſident and Council at Calcutta 1 in Bengt, ated ere nene Sh 
and th December 1706. 


We are to obſerve, that our Preſident Lord Clive has himſelf ſer the Firt E of "54 
Moderation, which he requires in future Governors of this Settlement, his Lordſhip having an 
the 1ſt Day of October taken the reſtrictive Oath, and executed the Penalty Bond in the Manner 


preſcribed, 
0 Signed (at the End of the Letter) 
Clive, 12 
| H. Verelſt, el 
: .-. John Carne, (a) 


To prove that Meſſrs. Verelſt and Cartier, when they ſucceeded to the Government of 
Fort William, reſpectively took the Oath, and entered into the Covenant before- 
mentioned, the Witneſs produced Book 201, intituled, Bengal General Conſul- 
tations, from zd January 1 1{t December 1767. 

Read, the Karma Extract from a Conſultation of the  gth January ver begin- 
ning at Page 73 of the ſame Book. 12 1 


Thurſday the | « At a Council; Preſent, - 1 | 
n. The Honourable Harry Verelſt Eſquire, Preſident out” 
| Richard Smith, | 41 che I 1 


_ ' 
ef IO 4 


Francis Sykes, 
Claud Ruſſell, 
William Alderſey, 
Thomas Kelſall, 
Charles Floyer, 
Alexander Campbell, 


Mr. Verelſt The Book of Standin Orders lying on the Table. 
ſucceeds tothe 4 The Right Honourable Lord Clive having ſince our laſt EE: enden on ** the 


= the Depar- Britannia for England, and Mr. Verelſt received from him the Charge of the Government; the 


ture of Lord latter now takes his Seat accordingly as Preſident of the Council er having the Oath gf « Oitice 


Clive for Eng- 
— — adminiftered to him. 


his Seat ac- 


. Ye The Witneſs next e Book 200, intituled, & /Public Conſultation for the 
ear 1769.“ | | 


Eſquires. 


(s) Vide Appendix, W IXXIIX. | (3) l D : 
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| Read, the following Era of a Conſultation of the 26th December 1769. abbey 
f a f e eee 


Ls # o . N * . 


„ a b At a Conſultation ; Preſent, 1 
4a The Honourable John Cartier Eſquire, Preſident, and Governor y 0 ; 


2 

s Floyer, 

Francis Hare, | une 7 
Joſeph Jekyll, 


« The Book of Standin Orders lying 55 the Table. | 1 
e The Honourable Mr. Verelſt Lvl reſigned the Government, on the 24th OW is ſucceeded Mr. Cartier 
by the Honourable Mr. Cartier, who now umes the . after the Preſident's Oath having been _ 


duly adminiſtered to him. | fakes the Pro- 
4. ent's 
To ſhew that it did not appear avs the Reconts of the Eaſt India Company, that 
Mr. Haſtings. took any Oath when he ſucceeded. to the Government of a W. 
Robert Hudſon was examined, as follows: * J 0 


Have you ſearched the Records of the Company ? 
A. I have ſearched the Minutes at the Time when Mr. Haſtings entered into the Government of 
Bengal, and ic does not appear that he took any Osth. 


Q. (Croſs examined.) What Search have you. made for the Purpoſe of diftoraring whether Mr, 
rut took an Oath or not? | 
"have ſearched the Conſultations in all enn about that Time, 
Are they entire during that Period ? 5 © 
% 1 r quite entire. . 


- The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next read the Covenant entered 
into by Mr. Haſtings when he facceeded to the Government of Bengal. 


The Witneſs accordingly produced a Paper ſigned “ W. Haſtings.” - 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that in Pant af Te the Mana 
for the Commons ought a TG abs of the ſai Inſtrumeut * 


Q Where are the 8 kept which the Servants of the e eater in? 
A. This appears to be an original Covenant. 


2 That Paper which you produce, where do you bring i it from ? 


From the India Houſe. 
A Does i apt oe pl by hy Bly 4% eee 
A. It is ſigned « Warren Haſtings.” | 3 . 696 


Q. Is it in his own Head. ering T 
A. It appears to be in the ſa and as all the General Letters are PARRY 


Q. Are the Covenants preſerved in the India Houſe which the | Servants . or are *r kept 


abroad ? 
A. They ate kept in the India Houſe. ; ſeg 01% 704, 0% ; 
Q. You underfand that u be the Se Cees! Ft #7 ANTE oa 
A, Yes, my Lords. | SHES 


The Counſel for the Defendant acquainted: the ang, that Mr. Hottings,. upon 
Inſpection, acknowledged the ae to be his Hand-writjng, at 


The Paper was read, as follows : rs 


« THIS Indenture, made the Tenth Day of February i in the Ninth Year of the Reign. of 
Our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, and in the Year of our Lord One thouſand ſeven hundred 
and ſixty-nine, between Warren Haſtings of London, Merchant, of the One Part, and the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, of the other Part. Whereas 

the ſaid Warren Haſtings is now employed in the Service of the ſaid United Company, as One 
of their Council and covenanted Servants at their Chief Settlement of Fort Saint George, on the 
. in che Eaſt Indies: Now this Indenture witneſleth, ons the ſaid « Warren 


9 Haſtings, 


(-- 960" ) 


Haſtings, in Compliance with a Reſolution of a General Court of the ſaid United Companyy- and 
for and in Conſideration of what he is or ſhall be entitled to receive from the ſaid Company in 
reſpect of his ſaid Service, or in reſpect of any other Station, Capacity, or Employment, in which 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings may hereafter be retained or employed by the ſaid United Company, or 
their Court of Directors, doth hereby, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors and Adminiſtrators, co- 
venant, promiſe, and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, that he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſhall not nor will, at any Time or Times hereafter, during his being employed in the ſaid 
Company's Service in any Station or Capacity whatſoever, either himſelf, * or by any other 
Perſon or Perſons whomſoever in Truſt for him, or for bis Uſe, directly or indirectly, accept, take, 
or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any Gift or Grant of Lands or Rents, or Revenues 
iſſuing out of Lands, or any Territorial Poſſeſſion, ' Juriſdiction, Dominion, Power, or Authority 
whatſoever, from any of the Indian Princes, Soyereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
Miniſters, Servants, or Agents, for any Service or Services, or upon any Account or Pretencę 
whatſoever, without the Licence or Conſent of the Court of Directors for the Time being of the 
ſaid United Company, ſignified under their Hands; nor ſhall or will, at any Time or Times here- 
after, during his being employed in the ſaid United Company's Service in any Station or Capacity 
whatſoever, either by himſelf, or any other Perſon or Perſons whomſoever in Truſt for him, or for 
his Uſe, directly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any 
Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Donation, or . in Money, Effects, Jewels, or 
otherwiſe howſoever, from any of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of 
their Miniſters, Servants, or Agents, exceeding the Value of Four thouſand Rupees, for any 
Service or Services performed, or to be performed, by the ſaid Warren Haſtings in India, or upon 
any other Account or Pretence whatſoever, without the like Licence or Conſent of the ſaid Court 
of Directors of the ſaid United Company, ſignified as aforeſaid; nor any ſuch Reward, Gratuity, ' 
| Allowance, Donation, or Compenſation,” exceeding the Value of One thouſand Rupees, and under 
the Value of Four thouſand Rupees, without the 3 Conſent of the Preſident and Council 
for the Time being of the Preſidency or Settlement where the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall be em- 
ployed ; and that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall and will convey, aſſign, and over, to the 
{aid United Company, for their ſole and proper Uſe and Benefit, all and every ſuch Gifts or 
Grants of Lands or Rents, or Revenues iſſuing out of Lands, or any ſuch Territorial Poſſeſſion, 
Juriſdiction, Dominion, Power, or Authority whatſoever; and alſo account for and pay to the 
ſaid United Company, for their.ſole-and proper Uſe and Benefit, all and every ſuch Gifts, Rewards, 
Gratuities, Allowances, Donations, or Compenſations whatſoever, which, contrary. to the-true 
Intent and Meaning of theſe Preſents, ſhall come to the Hands, Poſſeſſion, or Power, of the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings, or any other Perſon or Perſons in Truſt for him, or for his Uſe, as an ee 
In witneſs whereof, to One Part of this Indenture, the ſaid Warren Haſtings hath ſet his Hand 
Seal z and to the other Part thereof, the ſaid United Company have cauſed their Common Seal to 
be affixed, the Day and Year above written. Ss 1 1 . 
« Sealed and delivered (being firſt duly ſtamped) Warren Haſtings, (L. S. y. 
in the Preſence of 8 | A 
: C . N R Holt, 1 2 : \ 1:7 AL ALY & 4 
Tho Pike.“ | 2 n e 
Indorſed, | | 8 0 
« do acknowledge to have read the within mentioned Covenants 
before I executed the ſame. | bots 


. I IS us,  ' 0 4 


Then the Witneſs was aſked; * © e e e eg 


Q By Counſel.) Do you know, upon the Inſpection of the Journals, whether Mr. Verelſt and 
Mr. Cartier took the ſame Oath Lord Clive did? erelſt 


* 


A. It does not appear what Oath Mr. Cartier and Mr, Verelſt took ; it appears only that they 
took what they call the Oath of Office. | 


Then the Witneſs produced another Paper figned «© Warren Haſtings,” 6 
The Witneſs was alk de. 7 g 
. Is that alſo an Original Inſtrument ? 
2 Les, my Lord. 15 | 
The ſame was read, as follows: th *0 
« THIS Indenture, made te Dat In the Year of our Lord 
One thouſand-ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, and in the Twelfth Lear of the Reign of our Sove- 
reign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, an Ireland, King, 


Defender of the Faith, and ſo forth, between the United Company of Merchants of England trad! 


to the Eaſt Indies, of the One Part; and Warren Haſtipgs, of the other Part, Whereas the 2 


( 961 ) 


and Entreary of the ſaid Warren Haſtihgs, and upon the Conditions and Agtetments hettin-uftee . 
contained, on the Pant of the ſaid Warren Haſtings to de perfotmed) received and entertained Mm 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings into their Service, as their -"_—:I ? 
to ſerve them for the Term ß — © Years, and to be employed in all br any of 
Traffic or Merchandizes, Buſiheſſes, and Affairs, in any Place or Places whatſoever, between 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Streights of Magellan, as the ſuid Company, or their Court 
Directors for the Time being, or any Thirteen or more of chem, or any by them aiithorized, ſhall 
appoint, at and for the Wages or Sum of Pounds of lawful Money of Great 
Britain, by the Year, to commence from the Time of © en RY 


and Adminiſtrators, doth hereby covenant and agree, to and with the fad United Compi 
Merchants of England, trading to the Eaſt Indies, and their Succeifors, in Manner 
following (that is to ſay) That be the faid Warren Haſtings, for and during, and unto the fu 
End and Expiration of Tents, ſhall and will faichfully, honeſtly, Aceh, and 
carefully ſerve the ſaid Company at ſuch Place and Places, and in all and Every ſuch Affairs and 
Buſineſs whatſvever of the ſaid Company, as the ſaid Watren Haſtings ſhill be employed in. And 
mall alſo from Time to Time, asd at all Titnes, obſerve, keep, and fulfil all ad every the 
Orders of the ſaid any, and of the faid Court of Difectors made and to be made for the 
Government of cheit Factories and Settletyents, Officers, or Servants abroad: And ſhall 
and will alto obſerve, keep, and fulfil all ſuch Orders, Inſtr and Directions, which he ſhall 
herewich, or hereafrer receive under the Seal of the faid zany, of from the ſaid Court of 
Directors of the ſaid Company. for the Time being, bt any Thitteen br mote of them, or from 
their Preſident and Council, at the teſpeRive Settlement where the laid Warren Haſtings ſhall 
reſide or be I of from any Perſons authorized thereunto by ſuch Directors; and ſhall and 
will, to the utmoſt of his Power and Skill, reſiſt and withſtand all and every ſuch Perſon br Per- 
ſons, as ſhall break, or endeavbur to break the ſaid Orders, Inſtructions, or Directions, or any of 
them: And the faid Watren Haſtings doth hereby for hitmſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and 
Adminiſtrators, covenant and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company of Merchants of Eng: 
land tradiag to the Eaſt Indies, that he will not do, attempt, or ile, nor ſhall wittitigly 
willingly permit or ſuffer any other Perſon or Perſons whatſoever,” to do, attempt, or ptactiſe, — & 
Matter or Thing whatſvever, to the Hindrance, Hutt, Prejudice, Damage, or defrauding of th 
ſaid Company, of their Succeſſors, or of their Servants, of any of chem, ot of the laid 1 
pany's Goods, Merchandires, Trade, ot Traffick, or any of them, or any Part thereof ; but ſhall, 
as much as in him lieth, prevent and defeat the ſane. And the ſaid Warren Haflings doth here- 
by, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, covenant and agree, to ahd with the 
ſaid United of Merchants of England trading to the Eaſt Indies, that he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſhall and will, from Time to Time, and at all Times from heticeforth, gi 


Notice and Intelligence, with all convenient Speed, unto the ſaid Court of Directors fot the Time 


Now this Indenture witnefſeth, That the Taid Warren Haſtings, for hitiſelf, his Hetrs, Exccntors | 
N 


ances, Which he the ſaid Watren Haſtih 


being, of all and every the Dectits, Wrongs, Abuſes, Breach of Orders, Intonveniences and 
Hi 
done, 


s mall know, underſtand, heat or ſuſpect to be 
ptactiſed, offered, or intended againſt the Taid Company, or theit Succ or their Goods 
or Trade, of any of them, or againſt any Perſon vr Perſons by them, or by the ſaid Court of 
Directors employed, or in their Service, in any Place or Places, together with the Natnes of thoſe 
Perſons by whom the ſame ſhall be ſo offered, practiſrd, or intended. And the ſaid Warten 
Haſtings doth hereby, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, tovenant, promiſe, 
and agree, to and with the faid United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft 
Indies, that he will not eng or employ the k of the ſaid Company, or any Pitt thereof, 
ot make uſe of the Credit of the faid 8 ih any other Kind, Way of Manner howſde ver, 
than for the Affairs of the ſaid Company, and as by the major Patt of the Court of Directors of 
the ſaid Company for the Time being, under theit Hands, of under the Common Seal of the ſaid 
Company, ot by theit ſaid Preſident and Council, fhall be ordered and directed. And that he the ſais 
Warren Haſtings ſhall and will, at all Times, keep ard conceal the ſaid Company's Secrets, and 
every Matter and Thing committed to hit as ſuch by the ſaid Court of Directors, or their Agents, 
Factors, Officers, and Servants, of ary of them. And alſs, that he the ſaid Watren Haſtings 
ſhall and will, from Time to Time, and at all Times from henceforth, during his faid Employ- 
ment, keep; or cauſe to be kept, a true and particular Journal or Day Book, of all Paſſages and 
Proceedings relatirig to the Affairs of the faid 8 and alſo Books of Accounts, in which 
Journal, Day Book, and Books of Accounts, he ſhalt daily, duly, truly and fully enter, or cauſe 
to be entered; the Accounts of alt and every particulat Buying, Selling, Receipts, Payments, 
Barterings, and all othet Tranſactions and Occurrences retating ro his Triift, during the Titre 
he ſhall continue in the ſaid United Company's Service and Employment: And the fade 
'- doth hereby, for himſelf, his Heirs, Execototrs, and Adminiſtrators, covenant, protnife, 
and agree, to and with the faid United r that he will not place, or conſent to the placin 
to the ſaid Company's Account, nor otherwiſe cnn the faid Company with any more ot great 
Sums than he ſhall really; and in good Faith; pay alt or any Goods, Merchandizes or 3 
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which he ſball buy, or cauſe, procure, or conſent to be bought, for; or on Account of the ſaid 

Company. And that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall and will bring to the Account of the ſaid 
Company, in the Books of the ſaid Company, the full Rates and Prices for Which he ſhall ſcll, 
or cauſe to be ſold, any of the ſaid Company's Goods, Merchandizes, or Effects; and further, 
that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings will not directly or indirectly, take, accept, or receive, or agree ta 
take, accept, or receive, any Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Compenſation, Sum or Sums of 
Money whatſoever, from any Perſon or Perſons, of whom he the ſaid. Warren Haſtings ſhall, by him- 
ſelf, or any Agent for him, buy or barter any Goods, Merchandizes, Treaſure, or Effeas, for, or upon 
Account of the ſaid Nee And further, that he will not take, accept, or receive, or agree to take, 
accept, or receive any Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Compenſation, Sum or Sums af 
Money whatſoever, from any Perſon or Perſons to whom the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall, by bim- 
ſelf, or any Agent for him, ſell or barter any Goods, Merchandizes, Treaſure, or Effects, of or 
belonging to, or for, or upon Account of the ſaid Company; and moreover, that he the ſaid 
Warren, Haſtings, his Executors or Adminiſtrators, ſhall produce and deliver the ſaid Books, 
together with all Waſte Books, Pocket Books, Diaries, Memorials, and other Writings and 
Papers whatſoever, wherein he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall make; or cauſe to be made, 
any Entries, or ſet down any Matter or Thing touching or concerning the ſaid Company's 
Affairs, or any of them, or any way relating thereunto (although the ſame may or ſhall | be 
mtermixed with his own, or others Concerns) unto the ſaid Court of Directors of the - ſaid 
Company for the Time being, or to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall, by Letter; or Order, 
under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the ſaid Court of Directors, or under the Seal of the 
ſaid Company, be authorized and appointed to demand and receive the ſame; and ſhall and will, 
if required, make Oath to the Truth of ſuch. Books, Diaries, Memorials, Writings, and Papers, 
and that the ſame contain the Whole of his Tranſactions, and that they have not been defaced, 
obliterated, or altered. And further, That he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall and will, well and 
truly deliver and pay unto the ſaid United Company, or their Succeſſors, all and every ſuch 
Monies, Goods, Merchandizes, and Things whatſoever, as by the Foot of his Account, or 
otherwiſe ſhall be due from him, or remain in his Hands and Poſſeſſion, and for which he ought 
to be chargeable or anſwerable in any manner or wiſe. And alſo, That he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings ſhall and will (before he ſhall leave the ſaid Company's Factories or - Settlements) pay 
and diſcharge all and every ſuch Sum or Sums of Money as he ſhall juſtly owe or be indebted 
to any of the Black Merchants or Natives of the Country, where he the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
ſhall be, together with ſuch other Sums as he ſhall owe abroad to any other Merchants or Perſons 
not being Subjects of his Majeſty the King of Great Britain, or his Succeſſors; and that he the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſhall and will, from Time to Time, when and as often as he ſhall be thereunto 
required by the ſaid Company, or their Succeſſors, or. by the Preſident, ' Agent, or Chief and 
Council of the Place where the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall be, remove to any ſuch other Factories, 
as ſuch Preſident, Agent, or Chief and Council, ſhall ſo direct and require. And alſo, That 
he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall, at all Times, during the Time of his Service aforeſaid, faith- 


fully and diligently demean himſelf as a good, honeſt and faithful Servant towards the ſaid 


Company, and their Succeſſors, and thoſe by them authorized. And upon Condition, That 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſnall in all Things perform his Covenants and Agreements with the 
ſaid Company herein contained, and to encourage him ſo to do, It is further covenanted and 
by and between the ſaid Parties to theſe Preſents, That it ſnall and may be lawful to and 

for the ſaid Warren Haſtings, and the ſaid Company doth accordingly licenſe the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, during the ſaid Years, commencing as aforeſaid, freely to trade and traffick 
for his own Account only, from Port to Port in India, or elſewhere within the Limits aforeſaid, 
but not to or from any Place without the ſame, without any Lett, Hindrance, or Interruption, 
from them the ſaid Company, their Succeſſors or Aſſigns, ſo as the ſaid Trade and Traffick ſo to 
be carried on and driven in India, or elſewhere within the Limits aforeſaid, or any Part thereof, 
be ſubje to ſuch Rules, Regulations, and Limitations, as the ſaid Company, or. the Court of 
Directors for the Time being of the ſaid Company, have already directed, or ſhall from Time to 
Time hereafter direct and appoint, and be not to the Hurt or Prejudice of the ſaid Company, 
and their Succeſſors, or of their Trade or Commerce; and ſo as whatever is ſo traded for by the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings by Virtue of this Agreement be particularly entered in Books of the ſaid 
Company, to be kept for that Purpoſe in all the Factories of the ſaid Company reſpectively, in 
the Eaſt Indies, or elſewhere within the Limits aforeſaid, where ſuch Trade ſhall be driven; but 
in caſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall waſte, or make uſe of the ſaid Company's Treaſure, or 
| ſhall become indebted to the ſaid Company, then, and in ſuch caſe, it is hereby further cove- 
nanted and agreed, by and between the ſaid Parties to theſe: Preſents, that he the ſaid Warren 

Haſtings ſhall not be entitled to any of the Payments, Advantages, and Benefits, hereby other 
wiſe intended him: But contrarywiſe, for and towards Satisfaction for what ſhall be due from him 
to the ſaid Company, and for and towards Reparation of ; the Damages done to the ſaid Company, 
it ſhall and may be lawful to and for any Perſon or Perſons thereunto authorized and appointed, 
by Writing under the Hands of Thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the ſaid Company 
for che Time being, or under the Seal of the ſaid Company, and to and for any Feen 
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Agent, or Chief, and Council, of any Place or Factory, of or belonging to the ſaid Company; | 
to ſeize, or cauſe the Goods and Chattels of him the ſaid Warren Haſtings, to be feized and 
detained; until Satisfaction is made. And foraſmuch as Complaints have been made to the ſaid 
United Company, that ſeveral of the ſaid Company's Preſidents and Chiefs of their Factories, and 
ſeveral of ſuch Perſons as are of their Councils, in their Factories abroad, or ſome of them, as 
alſo their Factors, nts. and Servants, have committed very heinous and grievous Offences 
in ſuch Factories of the ſaid Company, and elſewhere in the Eaſt Indies, and other Places within 
the ſaid Company's Limits of Trade, by unjuſtly menacing, impriſoning, aſſaulting, abuſing, and 
evil-treating the Natives and Black Merchants, and others with whom ih ſaid Company have had 
Dealings or Correſpondence, and by ſuch Means and other Violences, Abuſes, and Injuries, have 
extorted and forced great Sums of Money, and other valuable Effects, from ſuch injured Tony 
who by reaſon. of the great Diſtance from this Kingdom, and the wholeſome Laws thereof, an 
by Reaſon that the ſaid Company have not been enabled to obtain and render Satisfaction for ſuch - 
Injuries and Miſdemeanors, are, and have been remedileſs: Now it is hereby agreed by and 
between the ſaid Parties to theſe Preſents, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth hereby, for himſelf, 
his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiſtrators, covenant and agree, to and with the ſaid United Com- 
pany, that in caſe any Sum or Sums of Money, Goods, or Chattels whatſoever, ſhall at any Time 
or Times, hereafter, be extorted, forced, or taken, by him the ſaid Warren Haſtings (either ſepa- 
rately or one's with others) from any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, within the ſaid Company's 
Limits of Trade, by the Means or Uſe of Impriſonments, Afaults, Violences, Menaces, or 
other Force or Compulſion whatſoever, then and as often as any ſuch Offence or Offences ſhall be 
committed, it ſhall and may be lawful to and for every Perſon or Perſons injured thereby, to make 
and fend over Complaints and Atteſtations thereof in Writing to the Court of Directors of the 
ſaid Company for the Time being, and that upon the Receipt of ſuch Complaints and Atteſtations, 
it ſhall and may be lawful, to and for the Court of Directors of the ſaid Company for the Time 
being, to enquire into the Truth of the ſaid Complaints, by all ſuch Ways and Means as they 
ſhall think juſt and equitable, and thereupon to hear the Matter of the ſaid Complaint or Com- 
laints, and thereupon finally to judge and determine the ſame, and to award Satisfaction and 
* to be made by the ſaid Warren Haſtings to the ſaid Company, for the Benefit of ſuch 
injured Perſons. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth hereby, for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors, 
and Adminiſtrators, covenant and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, well and truly to 
Pay to the ſaid Company, at ſuch Time or Times as ſhall be limited by the ſaid Court of Direc- 
tors (or the major Part of them) for that Purpoſe, all and every ſuch Sum and Sums of Money 
as ſhall be ſo awarded by the ſaid Court of Directors for the Time being, or the major Part of them 
then aſſembled, to be paid as aforeſaid : But in Truſt nevertheleſs, and to the Intent, That the 
ſaid Company may and do render, and pay over, the Monies received or recovered by them, to 
the Parties injured or defrauded, which the ſaid Company accordingly hereby agree and covenant 
to do: And the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth furthermore for bimſelf? his Heirs, Executors, and 
Adminiſtrators, covenant and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, to pay and ſatisfy to 
the ſaid Company for their own Uſe and Benefit all ſuch Damages as they ſhall have ſuſtained - 
by Reaſon or Means of any ſuch Offence or Offences as aforeſaid : And foraſmuch as it nec fr 
happens, That the Preſident and Council, Agent and Council, Chief and Council, and ſeveral other 
ſubordinate Officers of ſeveral of the ſaid Company's Factories abroad, have, by mutual Influences on 
each other, ſettled, ſtared, and adjuſted amongſt themſelves, their own Accounts with the ſaid Com- 
- pany, in order as far as they could, to bar = preclude the ſaid Company from reviewing, altering, 
amending, correcting, or conteſting the ſame: Now it is hereby further declared, That all and 
every ſuch Account and Accounts, ſo at any Time ſtated, balanced, ſigned, or adjuſted, by, 
between, or amongſt ſuch Preſidents and Councils, or Agents and Councils, or Chiefs and Coun- 
cils, or other ſubordinate Officers, or any of them, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings, are hereby 
agreed to be, and ſhall at all Times hereafter be taken and eſteemed to be open Accounts, formed 
and prepared only for the Inſpection, Peruſal, and Approbation or Correction of the ſaid Com- 
pany, and ſhall not in any Sort or Kind, or in any Article thereof, bind or conclude the ſaid 
Company. And the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth for himſelf, his Heirs, Executors and Admi- 
niſtrators, covenant and agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, that he the ſaid Warren 
Haſtings will not at any Time, during his Reſidence in the Eaſt Indies, or within the ſaid 
Company's Limits, directly or indirectly trade, correſpond, traffick, deal with or for, or be 
in any wiſe aiding, aſſiſting, or employed as Agent, or Factor, by or for any Foreign Company 
trading in or to the Eaſt Indies, or any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, who do or ſhall, durin 
the Continuance of theſe Preſents, traffick, adventure, or trade to, in, or from the Eaff 
Indies, or elſewhere, within the Limits of the ſaid Company's Trade, by, or under, or by virtue 
of any Foreign Commiſſion, Licence, or Authority whatſoever, nor ſhall or will by himſelf, or 
in Conjunction with any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, directly or indirectly carry on, or uſe or 
be concerned in any Sort of Trade, Traffick, or Merchandize, either from Europe to the Eaſt 
Indies, or to any Place within the ſaid Company's Limits, between the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Streights of Magellan, or from the Eaſt Indies, or from any Place within the ſaid Company's 
Limits, to Europe, or to or from any Place whatſoever, although not within the ſaid Company's 
Limits of Trade, ſave and except for and on Account of the ſaid Company, nor ſhall carry ons 
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dle, or be coneerned in any Trade or Traffick whatſbever, but ſuch as is expreſsly allowed by 
and according to the true Intent and Meaning of theſe Preſents. And that he the ſaid Warren 
ä Fahne his Executors, or Adminiſtrators; ſhall and will pay, or cauſe to be paid; unto the ſaid 
d ompany, as and by way of ſtated Damages, double the Value of all and every the Goods and 
Merchandizes, traded for, bartered, by the ſaid Warren Haſtin; . of Agents, contrary 
to the tue Meaning of theſe Preſents. Provided hevertheleſs, That if rhe ſaid Warren Haſtings 
fhall firſt voluntarily and freely make a Diſcovery unto the ſaid Company's Court of Directors, of 
any Trade or Traffick carried on by him or his Agents, contrary to the true Meaning of theſe Pre- 
fents, and of all and every the Perſons therein concerned, then, and in ſuch Caſe, the ſaid Com- 
pany do hereby agree to accept the ſingle Value, inſtead of the double Value of the faid Goody 
and Merchandizes, which ſhall be traded with, in, for, or bartered or trafficked for, r to 
the true Meaning of theſe Preſents, as aforeſaid: And in order to a Diſcovery of, and a Satiſ- 
fackion for ſuch illicit Trade, as aforeſaid, it is hereby agreed, that it ſhall and may be lawful 
to and for the ſaid United Company, and their Succeſſors, to file any Bill or Bills of Complaint 
or Diſcovery, in His Majeſty's High Court of Chancery, or Court of Exchequer, againſt him 
the ſaid Warren Haſtings, his Executors and Adminiſtrators, whereunto the ſaid Warren Haſt- 
ings doth hereby agree, that neither he nor they ſhall or will demur, or plead in Bar bf the. Diſ- 
covety or Relief ſought by ſack BAl'or Bills, that thereby he or they is, are, may or ſhall become 
liable to any Penalty or Forfeiture, by force of any Law or Statute, Bond, Covenant or Agree- 
ment, or otherwiſe howſoever, but ſhall-make and put in à full and perfe& "Anſwer and Anſwers 
to all the Parts thereof, and ſhall not, in ſuch Anſwer and Anſwers, inſiſt upon any Penalty, For- 
feiture, Law or Statute, Bond, Covenant or Agreement, or alledge any Matter whatſoever, 
whereby to prevent, bar, or preclude the ſaid Company from the Diſcovery or Relief ſought or 
fo be ſought by ſuch Bill or Bills as aforefaid z but then, and in ſuch Cafe, the ſaid United 
Company do hereby conſent to wave and diſclaim all and all Manner of Penalties and Forfeitures, 
that ſhall or may, in any Kind or Degree whatſoever, accrue or incur to them, u or / Bog 
— of any Diſcovery or Diſcloſure ariſing by the faid Anſwer or Anſwers of the ſaid Warren 
aſtings, his Executots'or Adminiſtrators; and the ſaid United Company, for themſelves and 
their Succeſſors, do agree to accept, and the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth, for himſelf, his Heirs, 
Executors, and Adminiſtrators, agree to account for, and pay or cauſe to be paid to, of ta the 
Uſe of the ſaid Company, ot their Succeſſors, as and for a full, ſtated, and adjuſted Compen- 
ſation and Satisfaction for the Damages ſuſtained by the ſaid Company, upon Account of the ſaid 
illicit Trade, the Sum of Fifty Pounds for every One hundred Pounds Value of all and every the 
Goods and Merchandizes traded or trafficked with, or for, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
hereof, and alſo of the Produce of the ſaid illicit Trade, Provided always, and it is hereby expreſyly 
covenanted, declared, and agreed between the Parties to theſe Preſents, and it is the true Intent 
and Meaning thereof, that in caſe - the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall make Default in any of the 
Covenants herein before contained, or ſhall embezzle any of the ſaid Company's Money, Goods, or 
Effects, or be guilty of any Breach of Truſt towards the faid Company, or ſhall be concerned 
in buying, bartering, ſelling, or diſpoſing of any So Ordnance, Muſquets, Fire Arms, 
Ammunition, or Warlike Stores, to or for the Uſe of any Prince, Nabob, or Country Power in 
India, or of the Natives there, without the expreſs Licence of the ſaid Company, or their Court 
of Directors for the Time being, or a Majority of them, or of the ſaid Company's Preſident 
and Council, at the reſpective Settlement where ſuch buying, bartering, or felling ſhall be, or in 
caſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall, at any Time during the Continuance of theſe Preſents, without 
the like Licence and Authority as aforeſaid, hold Correſpondence with any Prince, Nabub, or 
Country Power in India, or any of their Miniſters, or ſhall ſupply, lend to, or procure for the 
Uſe of any Foreign Company trading in or to India, or any Perſon or Perſons trading under the 
Licence or Authority of ſuch Foreign Company, any Money, at Reſpondentia, or any other Se- 
curity, Loan, or Engagement whatſoever that then, and in each and every of the ſaid Caſes, it 
ſhall be lawful for the ſaid Company, and their ſaid Court of Directors for the Time being, of 
the Majority of them, or the Preſident and Council at the reſpective Settlement, where the ſaid 
Warren Haſtings ſhall be reſident or employed, and they are hereby teſpectively declared to have 
full Power and Authority for that Purpoſe, to ſuſpend, or wholly diſmiſs the ſaid Warren Haſtings 
from the ſaid Company's Service and Employment; the ſaid Warren Haſtings having firſt had 
Notice given him of ſuch his Offence or Default, and a reaſonable Time allowed him to make his 
Defence againſt the ſame, and having been convicted thereof. And it is hereby further expreſsly 
covenanted and agreed, by and between the faid Company, and the ſaid Warten Haſtings, that in 
caſe of ſuch Diſmiſſion as aforeſaid, or in caſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall, during the Con- 
tinuance of theſe Preſents, be minded to quit or oO the ſaid Company's 'Service, and ſuch Re- 
ſignation ſhall be accepted and agreed to by the ſaid Company or their Court of Directors, ot 
their Preſident and Council at ſuch Settlement, where the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall reſide or be 
employed, that then, and in either of the ſaid Caſes of Diſmiſſion from, or voluntary Reſignation 
of the ſaid Service, it ſhall not be lawful for the ſaid Warren Haſtings to enttr into any new or 
freſh Engagements, or Concerns whatſoever, in the Way of Trade, or Merchandize ; but he ſhall 
wholly forbear and be prohibited therefrom ; but nevertheleſs, the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall in 
any, or either of the ſaid Caſes be at Liberty and have Power and Aurbority to fell and diſpoſe 4 
; 6 * 
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s Merchandizes and Effects, which he ſhall have on Hand, or which ſhall be then fairly and cruly 


'F 


belonſog 2005 con. 26 $0; collect and get in ſuch, o Debts as ſhall be then due and 
owing to him in Trade or otherwiſe. And for the more. effectually carrying the ſaid laſt- men- 
r 


A t into Execution, It i8 hereby declared to be the true Intent 2 
r and the ſuid Warren Haſtings doth covenant, promiſe, and 
United. Company, that in caſe of ſuch Dif from, or quirti and 
— — ny's Service and Employment, he the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall and 
One Tear after the ſame ſhall happen, or by the firſt Paſſage that- can ig tained 
iratio * the ſaid One Year, tran himſelf, together with his Family; to ys 
ritain, in ſuch Ship employed by the ſaid, = ch AS ſhall be appoin pointed for that P 
ſaid Company's or by their Court of Directors, or their Preſident and Council as 
ſhall not, nor will, upon any Account or Pretence whatſoever, ſtay or continue any — 
in the Eaſt Indies z and moreover, in caſe the ſaid Warren Haſtings ſhall make Default in the 
ſaid laſt-mentioned Covenant, the ſaid. Warren Haſtings doth hereby conſent and agree with the 
ſaid United Company; that from and immediately after. ſuch Default, it ſhall and may be lawful 
for the ſaid Company, ot their Court of Directors, or their Preſident and Council at the ſaid Settle- 
ment, where the Warren Haſtings ſhall reſide or be, to cauſe the ſaid, Warren Haſtings to be 
apprehended and detained, and to put him, and his Family on Board any Ship employed by the 
ſaid Company, for the Purpoſe of 17 nſported to Great Britain ; ſo nevertheleſs, that no un- 
e lay be ſought, 'nor ny aſion or ity loſt in ſo doing. - And. further, in 
f ſuch th epprebending, potting tting on Board, and tranſporting the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his 
Family, in ner aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren Haſtings doth hereby covenant, promiſe, and 
agree, to and with the ſaid United Company, that he the ſaid Warren Haſtings, his Executots or 
Adminiſtrators, ſhall. not, nor will commence, ſue, . or ate the ſaid Company, or their Court 
of Directors, or any of their Preſidents and Council, anders or Offers of ſuch Ship, 
or any other Perſon employed in any of the Matters aforeſaid, in or Suit, or other 
Proſecution, civil or criminal, in e of ſuch apprehending and ain in ** ſaid Warren 
Haſtings, or -of putting on Board and tranſporting him the ſaid Warren Haſtings and his Fa- 
mily ro-Great Britain, in Manner aforeſaid; and in 195 any ſuch Action, Suit, or Proſecution. ſhall 
pr bv mana. Four dan 0am Rr per oy Matters aforeſaid, the ſaid Warren 1 
hereby covenant and to and with the ſaid Company, that the General Iſſue may 
ed, and that this preſent Indenture, or any other. ſpecial Matter, may be given in Evidence 
any of the Defendants in any ſuch Suit, Action, or Proſecution. Provided always, and laſtly, 
it is hereby covenanced, concluded, and agreed, and berween the fad Prause hereto, and it 
their true Intent and Meanin That if the ſaid ſhall continue in the ſaid Com- 
Fal d Service after the Expiration of the faid Term nad Tears, that ſuch Continuance 
Jrall be open the ame Terms, Conditions, and ts as are herein before made and 
upon, for the ſaid Term f e » ho eee 
ſhall Mall rife to any ſu — or Office than _ he is 2 in or appointed for, — 
then he the ſaid- W od agen have and receive. ſuch 
Wages as are — — —— Stations, Places, or Employments. In 
Witneſs whereof — id | United Company 28 to one Part of theſe Indentures ſet their Common 
Seal; and the ſaid Warren Haſtings hach to the other d Speer watt rhe e ah 
Seal, the Day and Year firſt above written. 
« Sealed delivered (being ſtamped according 
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+ . A of Parliament) in the Preſence of us, ; TY 8 W 
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Indorſed, | 
x 7 o have read he within wrinen Covenants | 
. e Fas fare. w N 
itneſs, * n. | 
John Stewart.” 4 


To the Mens taken to put the Governor General above' Temptation, the 
g Book 2, intituled Bengal Diſpatches, 17th May 1766, to 16th 


Extract of a General Letter from the Court of Directors to the 
at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 2oth of W ee: 257. 


IIS 


Proportion allotted to the ann nn ö 


r is in Conſideration of his relinquiſhing, Feen er ther Grate: 


* 


any r Tres is aue of MM Exports and all Freſoncs or other; Gras: 
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tions; as expreſſed in the Deed of Renunciation in your Proceedings of the 22d 2965, 
which * and confirm, and direct that all Governors do execute the like Inſtrument on 
their entering into their Office. Our Inducement for annexing ſo great an Appointment to che 
Station of Prefident and Governor, is in full Expectation of his giving up his whole Time and 
Attention to the faithful Diſcharge of his Duty, and that, being Excluded from all Trade himſelf, 
ck { and we accordingly depend that he be vigilant in watching and detecting alt Abuſes com- 


others, | 
9, | « Hy, Crabb Boulton, 
1 John Stephenſon, 

J. Craſwicke, 

G. Colebrooke, 

E. H. Cruttenden, 
Geo. Wombwell, | 1 
Edw*. Wheler, 4 
Wille. Snell, 

Tho. Rous, 


To prove that the Abuſes in the Company's Service continued to encreaſe, not- 
withſtanding the 133 made to prevent them, the Witneſs produced Book 176, 


Read, the following Extract from a General Letter from the Court of Directors to 
the Preſident and Council at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 7th of April 1573, 
beginning at Page 512 of the ſame. . 8 Rad 
21. © We wiſh we could refute the Obſervation, that almoſt Fe and 

1 them, 


our Adminiftrations at your Preſidency for the reforming of Abuſes, has rather 

and added to the Miſeries of the Country, we are anxious to protect and cheriſh, The Truth 
of this Obſervation appears fully in the late Appointment of Syperviſors and Chicfs—inſtitaced 
as they were, to give Relief to the induſtrious Tenants, to improve and e our Inveſtments, 
to deſtroy Monopolies, and retrench Expences, the End has by no Means been anſwerable 
to the Inſtitution. Are not the Tenants more than ever oppreſſed and wretched ? - Are our In- 
veſtments improved? Has not the raw Silk and Cocoons been raiſed upon us IRE 


— rere mung — 5 the 
Preſidency, are at to a we are no longer able to ſupport. Theſe 
Facts (for ſuch they are) ſhould have been ſtated to us as capital Reaſons why nei 
1771, nor indeed any Regulations whatever could be carried into Exreution. 
this would have proved too much, it was not ſuggeſted to us, for nothing cou 
indicate a State of Anarchy, and that there was no Government exiſting in 
Bengal.” 133 c- bw nt 5h 


Read alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book and ſame Letter, beginning 
Page 515, as follows. | e eee RE IO WTR V R600 ants. FO 
23. And therefore, when Oppreſſion pervades the whole Country, when Youths have been 

ſuffered with Impunity to exerciſe Sovereign Juriſdiction over the Natives, and to acquire rapid 

Fortunes by monopolizing of Commerce, it cannot be a Wonder to ys or yourſe}ves that Dadney 

Merchants do not come forward to contract with the Company, that the ufactures find their 

wu Er foreign Channels, or that our Inveſtments are at once enormoyſly dear, and of a 

de uality. | | nb : 

24. © It 122 then that the Evils which have been ſo deſtructive to us, lie too deep for any 
partial Plans to reach or correct; it is therefore our Reſolution to aim at the Root of thoſe Evils, 
and we are happy in having Reaſon to believe that in every juſt and neceſſary Regulation we 
ſnall meet with the Approbation and N of the Legiſlature, who conſider the Publick as 
materially intereſted in the Company's Proſperity. x. | 2 rate «14 nwenes off 
25. In order to effectuate this great End. the firſt Step muſt be to reſtore perfect Obedience 
and due Subordination to your Adminiſtration.” Our Governor and Council muſt re-aſſume and 
exerciſe their delegated Powers upon every juſt Occaſion ; puniſh Delinquents, cheriſh the meri- 
torious, dilcountenance that Luxury and Binn ation which, to the Reproach of Government, 
prevailed in Bengal. Our Preſident, Mr. Haſtings, we truſt, will ſet the Example of Tem- 
3 Economy, and Application; and upon this, we are ſenſible, much will depend. And 
ere we take Occaſion to indulge the Pleaſure we have in acknowledging Mr. Haſtingꝭ's Services 
upon the Coaſt of Choromande}, in conſtructing, with equal Labour and Ability, the Plan which 


— 
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has 


—— 


(%) Vide" Appendix, Ne XC1, 


bas ſo much improved nur Inveſtnients. there +. and a we ate perſuaded he will perſevet in the 
ſame laudable Purſdit through every Branch of our Affairs in Bengal, he, in return, may depend 
an the .ſteady Support and avout of his Employer. 29 gl en ew; 2923 oli Mei m 
oh 26. % YgurSettlement: being thus put ih a Tin of Reform! (without which indeed a Re. 
gulations will prove ineffectual), you are nem to reer the old | mar when the Buſineſs of 
| pn dow coves Hen Amy performed by our own Servants; who then had Know! f out 

yeltments, and every ther Department ef our. Concerns y ybu will cherefore fill che ſeveral = 
Offices with 3 11 * N upon 8 for with our _ _— | 
ments we are aſſured there will ufficient for this Purpoſe; and thus you wil baniſh ;Idlegeſs, 
and its Attendants, E agance and Pies oh. Ad he, e etjoin 700 to NS 800 34 
faithful and minute State of the Pay, and every known Emolument of all Below Countci 07 as 
it is notorious that even Youths in our-Servige expend in Equipage, Servants, Dreſs, and Living, 
infinitely more than our ſtated. Allowances can afford, | wa; cannot but be anxious to diſcover the 
2 by which they ate enabled to. progetd in this Manger : and indeed ſo'obnoxions. is this 
Conduct to us, and {q-injurjous in is Copſequencess) that u expect and require you to ſhem j’ 
Diſpleaſurs to all ſuct an hall. granſgrels: in this coſpagt. cntraſting it at the ſame Time with In- 
ſtances of Kindneſs towards the ſober, frugal, and induſtrious.” 


Read alſo, a further Extract from the 
Page 522 of the ſame, as follows: 
- 20.4 ing, ce x | dip N üer 0 4140 or Ut Ter T 
Goodneſs, Price, and Quantity, and, much to our Concern, proved alſo, that almoſt every Stream 
has been polluted, we now arm you with our full Powers, to make « complete Reformation. 
The Taſk we are ſenſible will be arduous; but we rely on your Zeal for the Service of the 
Company; and as we have the Satisfaction to aſſure ourſelves, that you will not miſuſe the Powers 


we have delegated to you, we heſitate not to | pry you our entire Support and Protection. 


fame Bock and fame. Letter; i beginning at 


« Signed (at the of the Letter) 
J. Hurlock, L. Sulivan, | 
George Tatem, Ja. Cockburn 
Edw* Wheler, Je Michie, 
Tho Rumbold, e 
J. Manſhip, Pet. Laſcelles, 
Joſhua Smith, The Dethick, 


Hy Crabb Boulton, Cha* Bodd.” 


The Managers for the Commons next ſtated the 24th Section of Stat. 13 Geo, III. 
©. 63. | C | 

To prove the Inſtruftions given by the Court of Directors to their Governor Ge- 
neral and Council in conſequence of the above-mentioned Statute, the Witneſs pro- 


8 Book 58, intituled, Bengal Diſpatches, 7th January 1774, to 15th Decem- 
1775 — | | 


Read, from Page 65 of the ſame Book, the following Extract of Inſtructions, from 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaſt Indies, to Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Governor General, Lieutenant Ge- 
neral John Clavering, the Honourable George Monſon, Richard Barwell Eſquire, 
and Philip Francis Eſquire, Counſellors conſtituted and appointed the Governor 
General and Council of the ſaid United Company's Preſidency of Fort William, in 
Bengal, by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the laſt Seſſion, intituled, An Act for 
eſtabliſhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaſt 
India Company, as well in India as in Europe.” | 

| « Si Edward Wheler, oſeph Sparkes, 

2 John Harriſon, 1 Rer. Lastziles | 

Jn* Woodhouſe, Ch* Boddam, 

Samuel Peach, 

Fred* Pigou, 

Daniel Weir, 

Wa James, 

T. B. Rous, 
George Cuming, 

Par. 31. © We direct, that you duly pay to the Governor General, to each of the Council, 
to the Chief Juſtice, and to each of the Judges, the ſeveral Salaries eſtabliſhed by the ſaid AR, 
obſerving, at the ſame Time, that thoſe ample Salaries given to them by Parliament, are to " 

| | 5 | | | 


1 


to any of them than their reſpective Stations 


Abuſes that may have 
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in lieu of all Fees of Office, Perquiſites, Emoluments, or Advantages whatſoever, and thetefbre 


that we are not to be at any ares 3 tl be approved by the Ga and as the Officers of the Court 
are to be allowed ſuch Salaries as 


by the Governor General and Council, we 
e nge Allowunces be made 


Pal. 342. But, in conſideration of our for Warren H Eig. we direct that he 


aftings 
continue to in nenen both in Toww and 
Country,” 


Read alſo, further Extract from the ſame Book, and fame InftruBtions, beginning 
at Page 67, as follows. 


Par. 35. « We direRt that you immediately cauſe the frigeſt Baquiry to de made inte ul Op- 

which may have been committed either againſt the Natives or Europeans, and into all 
prevailed in the Collection of the Revenues, ot any Part of the Civil Go- 
vernment of the Preſidency, and that you communicate to us all Information which you may. be 


recommend the ſtricteſt Frugality in that 


able nr Pan. arm Eberatemens of he Company's Mane.” (a) 


Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of parlament. 


is 


» 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XCIL. 


Hi — 12% Mail 1789. 


bs 2 HE Lords being in their Plarey, the Houſe reſumed, the vſual Prodlitidins 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good heir Charge. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that previous to the laſt Piece of Evidence 
produced, namely, the Inſtructions ſent out by the Court of Diteors to Mr. Haſt- 
ings, enjoining him to abſtain from the Receipt of Preſents, they wiſhed to have 
read a Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated the 1 ith Nov. 
1773, in which Mr. Haſtings expreſſes himſelf ſatisfied with the Regulations which 
ſet him 6ut of the Reach of all Temptations ; but that they had not been able to find 
it: There was, however, an Abſtract Book kept in the India Houſe of all Letters 
received, by which they offered to prove the Exiſtence of that Letter; that chere 
was alſo a Copy of it in the Report of the Secret Committe of the Houſe! of 
Commons, which, though they could not prove, upon Oath, to have been compared 


with the Original, and atteſted to be a true Copy, they ſubmitted, under all the Cirs 
cumſtances of the Cafe, was admiſſible Evidence. 4 SR 


The Counſel for the Defendant objected, that the printed Reports of the Houſe of 


Commons were not Evidence of the Contents of 5 Inſtruments with which oy, have 
not been ſpecifically compared. 


The Houſe aſked the Managers for the Commons, haiti the Report was printed 
from the Original Letter, or from a Copy of it? And informed them, that it would 
be neceſſary for them to prove, firſt, that ſuch a Letter did exift ; next, that no Original 


Letter was to be found ; and laſtly, that the Paper produced was a copy of the Oti- 
ginal; till when, a Copy could not be given in Evidence, 


Then Mr. ROBERT HU DSON. was called in ; and aſked, 


Q. Have you made a Search in the Records of the India Houſe for a Letter of the 11th of 
November 1773? 


A. I have. | +: YL 


Q. And you found no ſuch Letter ? 
A. I do not find it. 


Q. Whether there is not an Abſtract Book "7; at the India Houſe of al Letters received ? 
A. There is an Abſtract Book of Letters received in general—and an Article is entered in it, 
. purporting to be an Abſtract of a Letter from Mr. Haſtings of the 11th November 77 3. 


"oe (By a Lord.) Have you that Abſtract Boog © 
A. I have, | | 


2 (By Counſel.) Who made ar Abſtract ? 
A. I do not know, I know the Hand-writing. 
* (By a Lord.) Who keeps the Book ? 
A. It is a Book kept in the Office for the Purpoſe of entering the Abſtracts of Letters hacia 


2 0 By a Lord. ) In whoſe Hand- writing ? : 
t appears to be the Hand-writing of a Clerk i in the India Houſe. 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that as the Clerk was not atending they 
would poſtpone the Conſideration of this Point for the preſent. 


To prove Mr. Haſtings's own Senſe of the A& of Parliament, the Witneſs pro- 
duced Book 178, intituled, Copy of the complete Book of Correſpondence delivered 


in to the Board by Colonel Alexander Champion, with his Addreſs of the “ February, * 8e in Orig 
recorded in Conſultation the gth * 1775. 


11 Read, 


1 
118 
1 
i 
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Read, a Letter from the Board at Fort William to Colonel Champion, dated 29th 
Auguſt 1774, beginning at Page 243 of the ſame Book. 


« Sir, | 
« The honourable the Preſident and Select Committee, having thought proper to refer to our 
Conſideration your Letter to the Preſident of the 8th inſtant, with Copy of the Vizier's incloſed, 
informing him of a Donation of Seven Lacks of Rupees granted by the Vizier to the Army in 
actual Service under your Command, by his Obligation payable in Six Months, we have choſen 
to avoid any Diſcuſſion on the Propriety of this Meaſure, as we find ourſelves precluded from a 
Deciſion upon it by an expreſs Clauſe in the late Act of Parliament, tranſmitted us by the Ho- 
nourable the Court of Directors, which prohibits the Servants of the l Civil or Military, 
from receiving any Preſents upon any Pretence whatſoever. For your better Information we ſend 
you incloſed a Copy of the ſaid Clauſe, which will doubtleſs appear to you a ſufficient Reaſon for 
us to refuſe our Aſſent to the Acceptance of this Gift. . 
«. We are with eſteem, 
Sir, . 
« Fort William, the 2gth Aug. 1774. Your moſt obedient humble Servants, 
| (Signed) Warren Haſtings, 
Rec! Sept”. 220%. Wa. Alderley, 
| [1 P. M. Dacres, - 
James Laurell, 
J. Graham, 
N. Grueber.“ 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the following Letter from Mr. Haſtings to Colonel 
Champion, dated Fort William, z iſt Auguſt 1774, beginning at Page 248 of the 
ſame Book. 1 1 


2 2 F. Dear Sir, 1 


* Sic in Orig. 


received your Favour of the 8th inſtant on the 27th, as I was on the Point of diſpatching 
Letters which I had already written and cloſed to the Vizier, the Reſident, and — on the 
Subject of the Vizier's Intentions communicated to me by Mr. Nath. Middleton, to reward the 
Services of the Brigade in the Manner in which your Letter informs me he has ſince carried into 
Execution. Your Letter placing the Subject in a new Point of View, determined me to fuſpend 
my Diſpatches until I had taken the Senſe of the Members of the Committee upon their Contents. 
By their Advice I now forward to you the Letter which I had before prepared; and I am autho- 
riſed by Meſſrs. Alderſey and Dacres to declare that they concur with me in the Sentiments therein 


. expreſſed. Your Letter I have laid before them in Select Committee, and it was agreed to refer it 


to the Council at large, as we did not think ourſelves, as a Committee, authoriſed to give our 
Aſſent to the Donation, the Mode of it not being ſtrictly conformable to the paſt Reſolutions of 
the Board, nor, conſidered in reſpect to the Time, to the Order of the Court of · Directors: It was 
accordingly referred, and the © Board readily conſented to give their Sanction to the Vizier's Dona- 
© tion, and to empower the Troops to receive it. But they could not help diſapproving of the 
Manner in which this Tranſaction had been conducted, for the following Reaſons :—Becauſe it 
* was more the Appearance of a Stipulation made for future Services, than a Return of Gratitade | 
for paſt; becauſe, by the Declaration of the Vizier, which provides againſt a Refuſal on my 
* Part, and by your. own Publication of his Intention to the Army, notwithſtanding the Reſerve 
admitted of the Sanction of Government, the Government is in Effect precluded from deciding 
upon it; and becauſe in both theſe Points of View, the Donation is repugnant to the Senſe of 
the Court of Directors in the Order above alluded to.“ In this Manner the Board had formed 
their Determination; but it did not then occur to us to conſult the new Act of Parliament; a 
Surmiſe on this Subject was only ſuggeſted before we broke up. Upon a Reference however to 
it, I was much diſappointed, and ſorry to find that our Intentions were entirely defeated by a 


deprives 

Clauſe in the Act (to be in Force after the 1ſt Auguſt 1774) which * diveſts us of "the Power to 
grant, and expreſsly prohibits the Army to receive, the Nabob's intended Donation. I encloſe a 
Copy of this Clauſe, although I make no Doubt of your having received the Act from your 
Correſpondents. Agreeable to the poſitive Senſe of this Clauſe, notwithſtanding it 15 expreſſed indi- 
vidually, there is not a Doubt but the Army is included with all other Perſons in the Prohibition 
from receiving Preſents or Donations; a Confirmation of which is, that in the Clauſe of Excep- 
tions, wherein «+ Counſellors at Law, Phyficians, Surgeons, and Chaplains, are permitted to 
receive the Fees annexed to their Profeſſion,” no Mention whatever is made of any Latitude 
given to the Army, or any Circumſtances wherein it would be allowable for them to receive 
reſents. This Point, it ſeems, was particularly debated in the Houſe. Lord Clive ſtated 
the Caſes wherein. he thought it would be proper and neceſſary to allow the Army. to re- 
ceive Gratuities or Preſents; but his Reaſoning was over-ruled, and no Exception admitted 
in favour of the Army. This unlucky Diſcovery of an Excluſion by Act of Parliament, which 
admits of no Abatement or Evaſion wherever its Authority extends, renders a Reviſal of our 
5 | Pl FL Re Proceedings 


$ o 


ton) 


Proceedings neceſſary, and leaves tid Optiom to our Deciſion ; it is not like the Ordinances of tlie 
Court of Directors, where a fayourable Conſtruction may be put, and ſome Room is left for the 
Interpoſition of the Authority veſted in ourſelves ; but poſitive and deciſive, admitting neither of 
Refinement nor Miſconſtruction. I ſhould be happy if, in this Inſtance, a Method could be 
deviſed of ſetting the Act aſide, which I ſhould moſt willingly embrace; but, in my Opinion, an 
Oppoſition would be to incur the Penalty. J. £9 $ & The moſt eligible Plan that I can think of in 
« the preſent Circumſtances, is, for the Adminiſtration to receive the Sum intended by the Vizier 
« as a Donation to the Brigade, and depoſit it in the Company's Caſh; to proceed to the Cal- 
« culation of the Proportion due to each Individual of the Army; to make a public Record of 
« the Name of every Perſon entitled to a Share, with the exact Sum ſpecified which is due to 
« him; by which Means, if the Donation ſhould be admitted, the Right and Property of every 
« Individual will be exactly aſcertained, and fixed beyond the Poſſibility of any future Event to 
« alter, equally recoverable whether he may be in the Service or removed from it, and, in caſe of 
„Death, attainable to the Heirs or Executors of the Deceaſed. This appears to me the beſt Ex- 
«« pedient for the Intereft of the Army; but as I do not know your Sentiments upon it, nor the 
40 | Senſe of the Army, I have not offered it to the public Conſideration of the Board. 
«« The Propoſal, if approved, will come with greateſt Propriety from you; and I can venture 
<« to aſſure you, that the Members of Adminiſtration will readily adopt it, and that they will 
« ſtrongly recommend the Vizier's Donation to the Approbation of the Court of Directors; 
c or, if the Power of granting Acceptance ſhould not be veſted in them, that the Parliament may 
t be petitioned in Favour of their Army. As I confidently hope that the Iſſue of ſuch an Ap- 
« plication would be favourable, the only Inconvenience to the Army will be the Delay in T 
« Payment of their Shares, which I ſhall endeavour to prevent from becoming a Loſs to them, 
« by propoling the Payment of Intereſt for the Loan of their Money to the Company.—Since . 
« writing the firſt Part of this Letter, the Board have re- conſidered the Subject of the Dona- 
« tion; and as it appeared to them that their former Reſolution, with their Remarks upon the 
Mode of accepting the Donation, might ſuggeſt Arguments to invalidate the Claim of the 
« Army, which now muſt reſt upon a Reference home, \ * to give up every Conſideration 
<« reſpecting the Tranſaction of this Buſineſs to the Intereſt of the Army, and to ſuppreſs every 
« Circumſtance that might affect their Plea with the Court of Bir bes reſting the Matter 
« ſolely upon the Act of Parliament, and entirely obliterating their former Proceedings. You 
« will, with this, receive a Letter from the Board, and with it a Copy of the Clauſe of the Act 
« of Parliament, which prevents me from 1 ity as & have mentioned above. 
«© 1 am, dear Sir, | 


« Fort William, « Your moſt obedient Servant, * | 
the 31ſt Aug. 1774. (Signed) Warren Haſtings.) $ 
Rec- September 22d. kits | 


To prove the Orders given by the Court of Directors againſt the Recei pt of 
Nazirs, | | 


Read, from Book 58, already delivered in, the following Extract of a ſeparate 
general Letter from the Court of Directors to the Governor General and Council at 
ep ak xx Na Bengal, dated the 15th December 1775, beginning at Page 979 of 
the Boo | N 


43 As the Cuſtom of receiving complimentary Nazirs, or Preſents, is not only liable to 
Abuſe, but alſo contrary to the late Act of Parliament for yy ev India Affairs, we much ap- 
prove the Determination of the Majority to refuſe all ſuch Preſents; and direct that ſtrict Obe- 
dience be paid to the ſaid Act, not only by all the Members of our Council, but by every Perſon 
in our Service, and by all Britiſn Subjects reſiding in India under our Protection. | 


Signed (at the End of the Letter) 
« Ch* Boddam, John Harriſon, 

Pet. Laſcelles, John Roberts, 
Tho Rumbold, W james, 

J. Stables, G. Wombell, 
Edw* Wheler, Rob* Gregory, 

Jn. Woodhouſe, John Michie, 

W. Devaynes, Fred“ Pigou.“ 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they ſhould next proceed to prove the 
Removal of Mahomet Reza Khan from the Office of Guardian to the Nabob— the 
Nature of that Office, and the Orders of the Court of Directors as to the Mode of 


filling it up. 


6 972) 
Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Extra 
tation of the 28th April 1772, beginning at Page 93 of the ſame” | 


| | „ Fort: William, 28th 
Secret Dept. « At a Conſultation; Preſent, Net 26 bn 
The Right Honourable Warren A Fe, Preſiden $31 | 
William Alderſey, . J 6's | 4 het 
Philip M. Dacres, ee ee, ee 
Thomas Lane, | 9 | 


Richard Barwell, F Us 5: de 1 Ny | | 
James Harris, 5 Eſquires, 14 | 
James Lawrell, | 

Henry Goodwin, 


John Graham, 20 
Preſident's * The Preſident informs the Board, that in conſequence of Orders Seebad from Fas Week 


— 5 * Committee, by the Lapwing, and referred to in Pafrigraph the * of the general Letter from the 
Board of the Court of Directors which accompanied it, he has ſent Inſtructions to Mr. Middleton to arreſt the 

— 412 Perſons of Mahomed Reza Cawn, and Rajah Aumeret Sing his Dewan, and to fend them under a 
Cawn and his Guard to Calcutta that he has received Advice from Mr. Middleton, that the ſame: has accord- 


Dewan. ingly been put into Execution. This Letter to Mr. Were on Mr. Maddleton's in , 
dic in Orig. he deſires may ſtand on the Proceedings. 


Signed (at the End of the Conſultation) LO! EF 
Warren Haſtings, 
| | W. Alderſey, © 
Thomas Lane, : 
| | | James Hun. 409), 


Read, alſo, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the oth of May 1792, be- 
ginning at Page 122 of the fame Book. 8 
8 Fort William, the 7th May 1772. 
Secret Dept. | « Ata Conſultation; Preſent, 22 


« The Honourable Warren Haſtings que, Prefident 3 z 
William Alderſey, \ 


Philip M. Dacres, 8 4 
Thomas Lane, eee $ 
Richard Barwell, b Nee ee 
James Harris, Eſquires. r 
James Lawrell, | 
Henry Goodwin, | Po : 5 : , ab oe" 
John Graham, | 18515 A 


„ ResoLver, The Secretary do collect from the general Letter the Subſtance of the com y's 
Charges againſt Mahomed Reza Cawn, digelted into Articles of Accuſation, and lay them before 
the Board, that when they have received Approbation, à Publication may be made requiring all 
Perſons, who may have any Thing to offer upon theſe Matters, to produce them to the Preſident and 
Council at Fort William, as it would be improper that Mahomed Reza Cawn ſhould retain the 
Office of Naib Soubah, when he has been diveſted of his Station of Naib Dewan ; :and-as.It, reſts 


with the Nabob to remove him from that Poſt, it is agreed that he ſhall be addreſſed by the 
Preſident, (5) | Not Eened). 


To ſhew the Nature of CS Reza Khan's Office, the Witneſs produced Book 
190, intituled, © Coſſimbazar Committee Circuit Proceedings at Kiſhenagur, 1oth 
June to 17th September 1772; with Appendix.” 


Read, the following Extract from the Proceedings of a Committee of Circuit of 
the 11th July 1772, beginning at Fg 208 of the ſame Book. : 


« Coſſimbazar, the 11th July 1772. 
7 At a Committee; Preſenr, | 
« The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Preſident ; 
Samuel Middleton, 1 
Philip Milner Dacres, Ru: 
3 Lawrell, and © Eiquires 
John Graham, J 


« Ne 6. | A 20483 ;v, 2.5 
« The Office of Naib Soubah, according to its original Conſtitution, condiling the * 
wptendency of the Nabob's Education, the Management of his Houſehold, the Regulation of bis 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XCIII. (3) Vide Appendix, No xciv. 
Expences, 


o 


Expences, the Repreſentation uf this !Perſoti, the Chief Nau fhfſträtioh of f fo Gu gat 
all Orders, and Direction of all ihſeaſaves which reſpect the 'GoVernitient a 
vinces, the Conduct of all publick Negosiations, and Execution of Treaties; in a Word, every 
Branch of Executive Government. We do not mention the Military Command; that — Goon been 
by Treaty ceded to the Company: But even this reat Charge cannot be wholly alienated from the 
Naib Soubah, if there is one, ſitice, by virtue of his Office, it is his Name which muſt autlioriſt 8 
every Act of Compulſion with regard to the European. Com 
1 at the 1 


Warten Haſtings, 
„ M. ee 
J 


To prove the Sn fie Gabet vt of Direbtors rale th tlie Note of Ring Up this 
above mentioned Office, 


Read, from Book 1p6 already delivered in, the r Extra of 8 Lettet from 
the Court of Directots to the Prefident aid Count! at er A in Bengal, 
dated 28th Auguſt 177m, begimmmg at P. 167 of the Tatne Bork. 


Par. 24. © Though we have not a Doubt but that by the Exertion of your Abies aid cke ; 
Care and Affiduity of our Servants in the Superintendency of the Reyenyes, the Collections will be 
conducted with more Advantage to the 18 y and Enfe to the Natives, than by means of a 
Naib Duan, we are fully Enlible of the Expediency of ſupporting ſome oſtenſible Miniſter in the 
Company's Intereſt at the Nabob's Court, to tranſact the political Affairs of the Circar, and inter- 
poſe between the Company and the Subjects of any Europeah Power, in all Caſes Wherein they 
may thwart our Intereſt, or encroach on our Authority; and as Mahomet Reza Cawn can no 
longer be conſidered by us as one to whom ſuch a Power can ſafely be committed, we truſt to your 
local Knowledge, the Selection of ſome Perſon well qualified for the Affairs of Government, and 
of whoſe Attachment to the Company you ſhall be well aſſured.— Such Perſon you will recom- 
mend to the Nabob, to ſutteed Mahomed Reza, as Miniſter of the Government, and Guardian 
of the Nabob's Minority ; and we. perfugce go ourſelv Nay: the Nabob will pay ſuch: UT” to 
your Recommendation as tv inveſt him with the onus an and Story 

25. As the Advantages which the Company ma lese floh Appoih henent of fuck, 
niſter will depend on his Readitieſs to promôte our Views and advice 2 00 tereft, we are willi 
to allow bim fo liberal a Gratification as may excite his he Pero, wh and enſure 11 J n 10 — 

ny; we therefore empewer you to grant to the Perſon, whom you hy of 
ruſt, an annual Allowatice, not ex6&eeding Three Licks of Rupees, which we ns 9 not 
= as a munificent Reward for any Services he ſhall render the Company, but ſufficient to en- 
able him to ſupport his Station with ſuitable Rank and Dignity. And here we muſt add, that in 
— Choice you ſhall make of a Perſon tb be the active Miniſter of the Nabob's Government, we 
pe and truſt, that you will ſhew yourſelves worthy of the Confidence we have placed in you, by 
— A. therein by no other Motives than thoſe of the public Good, and the Safety and In- 
— o om 

26. 4 of the Suns allotted to the Nabob, for the Maintenance of his 
Houſehold and Family, and the Support of his 1 6 w pero through the Hands of the Miniſter 
who ſhall be ſelected by you, conformable to our pie —_ that you will require 
ſuch Miniſter to deliver annually to your Board a Le ce d exact Ae of the Application of the 
ſeveral Sums paid by the Company to the Nabob, 

This you will ſtrictly examine; and we truſt that you pill not ſuffer any f the Nabob 
Stipend to be appropriated to the Miniſter's own Uſe, 9 amon A, nk 
SEE r rep e i 

y us. 
Sg Signed (at the End of the Letter) 


TY 


A ik: 
Haw Sav: 15 
19955 d 


Joh? 1 arriſon, Peter du Cane jun.“ 


To ſhew Mr. H aſtingys on Opinion of the Qualifications necefliry fot the Office 
of Guardian to the N wad | 


(.974 ) 


Read, from Book 12, reads, delivered in, PE following Extract of a Conſultation, ' | 
dated Fort © William: 14th September 1775, beginning at Page 2 54 of the ſame Book, 


& At a Council; Preſent, 
"The Honourable Warren Genera} Governor General, Preſident; - 
HK Es 1 54 Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
| The Honourable pot toe Monſon, 
Richard-Barwell, 
Philip Francis, ' 4 Eaauires. 


© To the Honourable the Court of Directors, &c. NT 
6 You will rw, that in the Proceedings againſt the Begum the ſtricteſt Regard will have 
been paid to her Honour, and every ſcrupulous Attention obſerved which the Delicacy of the 


Oriental Manners preſcribes with reſpect to her Sex, and her Rank and Character particularly 
demand; and that in the Choice of her Succeſſor due Conſideration has been paid to the Requi- 


ſites for ſo diſtinguiſhed a Charge; that his Rank is ſuch as at leaſt may not wound the Nabob's 
Honour, or leſſen his Credit in the Eſtimation of the People, by the magiſterial Command which 
the new Guardian muſt exerciſe over him z with Abilities and Vigor of Mind equal to the Support 
of that Authority; and the World will expect that the Guardian be eſpecially qualified by his own 
acquired Endowments to diſcharge the Duties of that Relation, in the Edycation of his oung 
-Pupil, to inſpire him with Sentiments ſuitable to the Dignity of his Meth, and to e im in 
the a e of his * e 
; | (Signed at the End of the Letter) 2 

THE | 2444p Warren Hiſtngs 


e at the End of the Conſultation) | 
| | Warren Haſtings, 
R i Clavering,. 
ppb Bee | eee SGSeeo. Monſon, 
; ESTES 4; R. Barwell,,.. 
P. F rancis.” (a) 


The Managers for the Commons rated, that they ſhould next prove that Ahteram 
ul Dowlah, the Nabob's Uncle, applied to ſucceed to the abovementioned Office, and 
that Mr. Haſtings refuſed him, upon a Pretence which they would ſhew to be falſe. 


Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Extract of a N 
tion of the 21ſt May 1772, beginning at Page 152 of the ſame Book. _ 


« Fort William, 21ſt May 1772. 
ce At a Conſultations Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Ae b e Preſident; 
11 William Alderſey, | 
Philip M. Dacres, 
Thomas Lane, 1 
Richard Barwell, Eſquires. 
James Harris, 
James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, | 
Mr. Graham at the City, 


4 Read the following Letter from Moorſhedabad. „ „ 


* To the Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Preſident and Governor, beleben 
of Council in their Secret 3 at Fort William. 
4 Honourable Sir and Sirs, | 

* Encloſed we - tranſmit you a, Copy of a Petition delivered to us by the Nabob Ahteram ul 
Dowla, and beg to ſubmit the Subject thereof to your Conſideration, remarking that we are in- 
formed lie is, as he reprefents, the eldeſt ſurviving Branch of Meer Jaffier's F amily. We mult 
alſo obſerve to you the Neceſſity there is for "7 pointing a Naib to the Nizamut, as the 
Buſineſs of that Department, particularly the Court of Juſtice as well here as in the Moffuſſul, 

is ſuſpended for want of a Perſon properly authoriſed to confirm the Decrees of the ſeveral Courts 
of Juſtice, and to paſs Sentence on Criminals, beſides various other Matters of Buſineſs wherein 
the Interpoſition of the Soubah is immediately neceſſary. 


We are, with Reſpect, &c. 


| Samuel Middleton, 
? 6 | Moorſhedabad, a ' Geo Hurſt,” X 
May 18, 1772 " John Batho: 
. L : » , 1 E 
| Alexander Higginſon.” 4 
; Signed, at the End of the Conſultation, — woeeneben 
« Warren * T he: Lane, 
2 "mw Alderky. James Harris.” 
— ——— —ſ — Far 1 4 0 os 


(s) Vide Appendix, N XCVI, 


Be RE. 
© Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Book, and ame Conſultatioti, be- 
Hinning at Page * of the ſame Book. | 


| From Ateram ul Dol | | 
From the bountiful Favour of the Engliſh Company, and the Friendſhip of cheie Governor and 
Council, the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jafher Ally Cawn, my elder Brother, was appointed to the 
Soubahdarry of Bengal and Bahar, who in promoting the Welfare of the Company, and meriting 
the Approbation of the Governor and Council, exerted himſelf to the utmoſt. This was manifeſt to 
the Gentlemen and to the World. After the Nabob's Deceaſe, the Governor and Council 
having a Regard to his former Merits, and - preſerving a Friendſhip for him, confirmed his Sons 
in the Succeſſion to the Soubahdarry. Mahomed Reza Cawn being now by the Orders of the 
Company diſmiſſed from his Office of Naib, the Bhegum ſent for me from Rejemchal, and ſays, | 
All the principal Relations of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Cawn being now deceaſed, there is no One left I 
of ſufficient Rank and Maturity of Years to take Care of the Family - Tou are now the eldeſt | 
of the Branch, do you conſent to take upon yourſelf the Office of Neabut Nizamut, for ſhould 
any Stran 2 be appointed, he will apply himſelf to the Acquirement of a Livelihood, whilft our | 
Affairs will be ne Clected, and ourſelves reduced to Diſtreſs.” As in order to afford Satisfaction 83 e 
the Family of the” deceaſed Nabob, it is incumbent on me to exert 8 to the utmoſt of my 
Power in the Management of the Affairs of the Nabob Mobarck ul Dowlah and the Bhegum, 
there being no other of * ſufficient for the Truſt; ſo I am therefore hopeful that the Gentlemen 
of Council, will out of Friendſhip of their Hearci appoint me to the Neabut Nizamut, or 
Naib under the A becauſe in that conſiſts the Satisfaction of the Nabob and Bhegum.“ 
(A true Tranſlation), 


Read, alſo, from Page 163 of the ſame Book, and ſame Conſultation, the follow 
ing Extract. | 


; « Ordered the Encloſure be entered after the W 
6 The Board think it adviſable for the preſent to ſuſpend their Choice of a Naib Soubah. * 


Pe To ſhew the n Nn which Mr e refuſed to appoint Ateram ul 
owlah, 


Read, 3 Book 194, already delivered 1 in, the following Extract of dopticats 9 | 
Copy of a Letter from the Governor General to the Secret Committee of the Ho- | 
nourable the Court of Directors for the Affairs of the Honourable United Eaſt 
India Company, dated 1ſt September 1772, beginning at Paragraph 11 of the ſame. 


Par. 11. * The only Man who could pretend to ſuch à Fruſt was the Nabob Yeteram o 
Dowla, the Brother of Meer Jaffier ; a Man indeed of no dangerous Abilities, nor apparent Am- 
bition, but the Father of a numerous Family, who, by his being brought ſo nigh to the Muſnud, 
would have acquired a Right of Inheritance to the Subahſhip; and if only One of his Sons, who 
are all in the Prime of Life, ſhould have raiſed his Hopes to the Succeſſion, it would have been 
in his Power at any Time to remove the ſingle Obſtacle which the Nabob's- Life oppoſed to the 
Advancement of the Family ; the Guardian — leaſt would have been the Nazim while the Mino- 
rity laſted, and all the Advantages which the Company may hope to derive from it, in the Con- 
firmation of their Power, would have been loſt, or could only have been maintained by a Conten- 
tion hurtful to their Rights, or by a Violence yet more exceptionable. The Caſe would be 
much the ſame were any other Man placed in that Station. The Truth is, that the Affairs of 
the Company ſtand at preſent on a. Footing which can neither laſt. as it is, nor be maintained on 
the rigid Principles of private Juſtice. You muſt eſtabliſh your own Power; or you mu bold it ; 
dependant on. à Superior, which 1 deem to be impoſſible, | 
« Coflimbuzar, . 97 1 Warren Haſtings, ” (a). | 
rſt as awry 1772. : 


"Ts prove Mr. Haſtings' s own a Boinjon of = Truth of the — Wer Vets ob 


Read, from Book 190, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Committee 
of the 28th July 1772, beginning at Page 282 of the ſame Book. 


88 Coſſimbazar, the 28th Jul 175. 5 if 
3 « At a Committee; Preſent, 5 | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings ae Preſident * 
. \xp4 Samuel Middleton, | 
P. Milner Dacres, 
| James Lawrell, 
Juohn Graham, 
The Preſident delivers in the following Minute. 
« But whatever may have been the Conduct of Rajah Nundcomar i in a different Station, and 
former Occaſions, the Preſident cannot form an Idea of any 1 to which the Company's 


Eaure. N 


„ „1 888 —— — — (a) Vide A % M XCYIL, , | . 2 p—- * = 2 0 


— X 


Intereſts 


Summin Ally Cawn, whoſe Name was Biſſoo. During the Space of Five Years ſhe lived at 


Sic in Orig. 


| mittee of the Court of Directors, da 


try, foreign Connections, nor a Treaſury, A Deſign of ſuch a Nature (if ever Practigabie) can 


Intereſts can he expoſed by his Influence with his Son in the Qffice which is now propoſed far the 
latter. No Situation of our Affairs could enable the Nabob, or any Perſon connected with 
him, to avail himſelf by any immediate or ſudden Act, of the flender Means which he has left 0 

infringe our Power or enlarge his own, He has neither a military Force, Authority in the Coun- 


| only take Effect by a long Train of concerted Events, and muſt he the juninterrupred Work of 


Years. But, as it has been repeatedly remarked, the Father having no Truſt or Authority, mor 
the Son Abilities equal to ſo great an Enterprize, the ſlighteſt Suſpicion will be ſuſſicient to remoue 
the former, and fruſtrate every Hope of the Kind for ever. | 
rn | (Signed at the End) + Warren Haſtings, 
_ P. M. PDacres, 
James Lawrell, 
. Graham,” 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next proceed to prove the W 
propriety of the Appointment of Munny Begum, firſt, by ſhewing who ſhe was. 


Read, from Book 11, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 24th July 1775, beginning at Page 700 of the ſame Book. 


* 


Fort William, the 24th July 1775. 
1 « At a Confultation ; Preſent, | 1 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 
The Honourable George Monſon, 
Richard Barwell, "0 $8 0 "1 
Philip Francis, { — 


« Every Day's News is tranſmitted you, from which you will be acquainted with aff Particu- 
lars. I encloſe you a Paper containing an Account of the Bhegums of Jaffier Ally-Cawn, and I 
hope you will ſend me a ſpeedy Anſwer. 


FS, Paper incloſed in the foregoing. 

Shah Chanim deceaſed was Siſter to the Nabob Mahabut Jung by the ſame Father, but dif- 
ferent Mothers; ſhe married Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, by whom the had a San and a 
Daughter, the Name of the former was Meer Mahomed Saddue Ally Cawn, and the latter was 
married to Meer Mahomed Coflim Cawn. Sadduc Ally Cawn had Two Sons and Two Daugh- 
ters; the Sons Names are Meer Sydog and Meer Sobeen, who are now living; the Daughters 
were married to Sultan Merza Daood. 47 2515 : 

« Buboo Bhegum, the Mother of the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah, was the Daughter of 
Summin Ally Cawn, and married Meer Mahomed Jaffier Caun. The Hiſtory of Munny Bhegum 
is this: At a Village called Balcunda, near Sekindra, there lived a Widow who, from her great 
Poverty, not being able to bring up her Daughter Munny, gave her to a Slave Girt belonging to 


Shahjehunabad, and was educated by Biſſoo after the Manner of 'a Dancing Girl. Afterwards the 
Nabob Shamut Jung, upon the Marriage of Ikram ul Dowlah, Brother to the Nabob Surage ul 
Dowlah, ſent for Biſſoo Beg's Set of dancing Girls from Shahjehanabad, of which Munny Bhegum 
was one, and allowed them 10,000 Rupees for their Expences, to dance at the Wedding, hile 
this Ceremony was celebrating they were kept by the Nabob; but fome Months afterwards he 
diſmiſſed them, and they took . their Reſidency in this City. Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn then 
took them into keeping, and allowed Munny and her. Set 300 Rupees per Month; till at length 
finding that Munny was pregnant, he took her into her own Houſe. She gave Birth ro the 
Nabob Nijum ul Dowlah, and in this Manner has ſhe remained in the Nabob's Family ever 
fince.” (a) Ik | 


To prove the Opinion of the Preſident and Council of the Appointment of her 
natural Son to the Government upon a former Occaſion, by Bribery and Corruption, 


Read, the following Extract of a general Letter from the Board to the Select Com- 
ted- 3oth. September 1765, from the printed Evi- 
dence ſupra, Page 955. th” 


« A Treaty was haſtily drawn up by the Board, or rather tranſcribed, with few unimportant 
Additions, from that concluded with Meer Jaffier ; and a Degutation, conſiſting, of Meſſrs. John- 
ſtone Senior, Middleton, and Leyceſter, appointed to raiſe the Natural Son of the deceaſed Nabob 
to the Subahdarry, in prejudice of the Claim af the Grandfon, 

Signed, at the End, Clive, 


tt. 


9 


(e) Vide Appendix, ve 


n 


To prove that Munny Begum had no Right to the Superiority-of the Family, and 
that the Nabob had a Mother living who Had a Right to it, but was diſpoſſeſſed by 
Mr. Haſtings, — ſhe had been placed in that Situation by the Order of the 
Council, the Witneſs produced Book 199, intituled, 1770, 1771, Bengal Country 
Correſpondence received.” 2 | _ 


Read, the following Letter from Mahomed Reza Cawn to the Governor General, 
dated May 22d. r 7.21 / | 
SS. | « From Mahomed Reza Cawn, May 22d. 


« With reſpe& to your Excellency's Obſervations concerning the Begums, the true State of the - 
Affair is this: The moſt reſpected of all Myr Jaffier's Begums, for Manners and Family, was 
the Mother of Sadek Aly Cawn. After the Death of Sadek Aly Cawn, as Nigim ul Dowlah was 
the next Son, his Mother roſe to the Preeminence. After Myr Jaffier's Death, when the Nezamet 
devolved to Nigim ul Dowlah, his Mother derived her Claims from her Son's Station as Nazim, 
and whilſt Syfe ul Dowlah poſſeſſed the Government, ſhe was upheld in the ſame Dignity. As Reſpect 
is due to all the Wifes “ of Myr Jaffier, and the Mother of Nezim ul Dowlah has been conſidered in * Sic in Orig. 
the Firſt Place by Two Brothers, perhaps it would be proper to give them an equal Share of Rank | 
and Authority, though the Right is in the Mother of Mebarek ul Dowlah. Whatever your Ex- 
cellency thinks moſt adviſeable, your Servant will, in. Concert with Mr. Becher, execute and 
adviſe you thereof.” | SH | 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, the following Letter from the Begum Baboo, dated . 
June 15th. | T0 ? | 


„From the Begum Bebu, June 15th. 


<« I have received your moſt gracious Letter, acquainting me that you directed the Nabob 
Mahomed Reza Cawn and Mr. Becher to inveſt me with the Honours and R + of former 1 Sic in Orig. 
Begums ; and To-day, which is the 23d of Sefer, according to your Excellency's Commands, the 
Nabob and Mr. Becher viſited me in the Kellah, and gave me Charge of the Houſehold. I. 
have 8 ords to acknowledge my Senſe of your Excellency's Favours, and hope for the Continu- 
ance of them.“ | 


To ſhew that Baboo Begum was actually inveſted with the Superiority of her Family 
by Mahomed Reza Cawn, in Right of her being the Mother of the Nabob, 


Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book, as follows: 
| « From Mahomed Reza Cawn, June 20th. 
' Acquainting the Governor of the above TranſaQtions.” 
Read, alſo, a further Extract from the ſame Book, as follows: 
« From Mebarek ul Dowlah, June 20th. 


On the ſame. Subject, and expreſſing his Satisfaction at the Regulation which has taken Place 
in his Family.” | : | 


% 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, that the next Point they ſhould proceed to, 
was a negative Preſumption of Fraud in Mr. Haſtings, in as much he never informed 
the Directors, in the whole Courſe of his Correſpondence, that the Nabob had a Mother 
_—_— much leſs that ſhe had filled the above Office, and that he had depoſed 

" "a g 6 


The Witneſs was aſked, 


Q. Whether you have examined the Records, and Mr. Haſti | 18 ; 
Court of Directors, relative to the Appointment of Munny Begum * rre pondence with the 


A. I have only read thoſe Letters from Mr. Haſtings at that Time, in the Year 1772. 
Q. (by a Lord.) Have you read all the Letters from Mr. Haſtings from the Beginning to the 


End of that Year? | 
A. I have of the Year 1772. | 


Q. (by Counſel.) From Mr. Haſtings individually, and not from the Board ? 
A. From Mr. Haſtings individually, and not from the Board. 


» (by Managers.) Have you examined any other Part of the Correſp ce than - 
Ha 1 to the Board, with the View that has been mentioned? _ 4s nn 
. ave not. ; 


11Q | Q. Whether 


Deliberations - 


on the Ap- 
pointment of 
the Nabob's 
N 11 it 


( 978 ) 


' Q. Whether you have found in Mr. Hallings's Correſpondence, any Mention of the Exiſtence 
of ih e g. Mother of the Nabob, under the | une. of Baboo Begum, or any other? 


Ai you look at k with that View? 


X. Yes, | 3 
Q. Did you in looking over it find any mention of the Mother of the Nabob ? 
A. No, there is not. 7 5 | | 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they ſhould next proceed to prove the Rea- 
ſons aſſigned by Mr. Haſtings for the Appointment of Munny Begum, which they 


' ſhould ſhew to be alſo falſe. 


Read, from Book 190, already delivered in, the following Extract of the Proceedings 
of a Committee of the 11th July 1772, beginning at Page 206 of the ſame Book. ; 


« Coflimbazar, the 13th July 1772. 


The Honourable Warren Fiſtings, Drefiden 
| ura arren re ts | 
Philip Milner Bacre, 
hilip Milner Dacres, [| , 
James Lawrell, and Eſquires, 


«© The Committechaving aſſembled this Nay to conſider the Means of regulating the Nabob's 
Houſehold, One of the Points referred to them by the Inſtructions of the Board, in their Letter 
of the 4th of June,” (a) | | 


- Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 207, and fame Proceedings, the following 


« The Committee are fully ſenſible of the Expediency remarked by the Honourable Court of 
Directors, of holding out the Authority of the Country Government to the European Powers in 
all Caſes wherein their Intereſts may interfere with thoſe of the Company; but we humbly con- 
ceive, that when they are acquainted with all the Circumſtances which the Opportunity of preſent 
and local Information have offered to our Notice, they will judge with us, that it is neither 
neceſſary for that Purpoſe, nor adyiſeable for other Reaſons, to delegate an extraordi per- 
manent Authority to any ſingle Miniſter of the Nabob; ſince any Man, of what Rank foever, 
may be occaſionally commiſſioned to treat on the commercial Concerns of the European Nations 
ſettled in theſe Provinces, according to the Cuſtom which has been inyariably obſerved in ſuch 
Caſes with all the European Companies, the Engliſh alone, within theſe Fifteen Years, excepted ; 
they were never allowed a perſonal Intercourſe with the Nabob but as a ſpecial Favour, nor even 
with his Miniſter, but tranſacted all Affairs by their Vackeels with the Muttaſuddees of the 
Durbar. In Matters reſpecting the Government and Peace of the Country, in which foreign 
Nations may be concerned, the Nabob's Mandate, under his Seal, will be a ſufficient Indication 
of his Pleaſure ; and the Officers acting by his Authority in conſequence will receive the uſual 
Warrants in his Name, without any apparent Intervention of either the Controul or Influence of 
the Company. The Appointment therefore of a Naib Soubah for ſuch Purpoſes we judge un- 
neceſſary ; nor is it allowable to ſuppoſe that our Honourable Maſters would approve of our put- 
ting them to the Charge of an annual Salary of Three Lacks of Rupees to ſuch an Officer, merely 
for the Sake of giving Eclat to the Negociations, or authenticating the Privileges of their Rivals 
in Trade, if the Ends of an oſtenſible Miniſter can be equally anſwered by other Means, that 
ſhall not encroach in ſo great a Degree on the public Treaſure, or leſſen the Conſequence of our 
own Adminiſtration ; but it is not only unneceſſary, it may be liable to much preſent Inconve- 
nience, and to future Danger.“ (3) ; 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 210, and ſame Proceedings, the following 
Extract : | 


« On theſe Grounds we are of Opinion, that the Office of Naib Soubah be totally aboliſhed, 
that a Perfon not liable to the above Objections be. appointed Guardian. to the Nabob, and 
entruſted with the Care and Rule of his Family, and that a Dewan be alſo nominated, ſubject to 
the Controul of the former, who ſhall _ and pay the Salaries of the Nabob's Servants, and 
keep the Account of his Expences, to monthly tranſmitted to the Board, according to the 
Orders of the Honorable Court of Directors. 

Ot the Magiſtracy we ſhall ſpeak in another Place. =Y | 

« We know no Perſon ſo fit far the Truſt of Guardian to the Nabob as the Widow of the 
late Nabob Jaffier Ally, Cawn, Minnee Begum ; her Rank may give her a, Claim to this Pre- 
eminence, without Hazard to our own Policy z nor will it be found incompatible with the Rules 
preſcribed to her Sex by the Laws and Manners of her Country, as her Authority will be con- 


| (a) Vide Appendix, N* XCV. | *(b) Vide Appendix, ibid. 


fined 
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fed 1 the Will of he Nebob' Pla and the Dewan will a& of courſe i in all Caſes in which 


— LS Great Abilities are not to be in a Zennana, but in theſe 
deficient, nor is any extraordinary Reach of Underſtandi ing requiſite for 


2 e ls aid to have acquired a great Aſcendant over the Spirk of de 


Nabob, being the Perſon of whom he ſtands in any Kind of Aue z a Circumſtance h 
neceſſary for fulfalli 


the chief Part of her Duty in directing his Education and Conduct, el 
nx Ar 22 much neglected. 1 


« Reſolyed therefore, that it be recommended to the Board to appoint Minnee Begum to the 
— of che Nabob, and ſuperintending of his Houſehold. 


(Signed) at the End, 


«© Warren Haſtings, 

P. M. Dacres, 
ames Layrell, 

„Graham.“ (a) 


\ 262006 tk an Bxpence of Thre Lacks was incurred in conſequence of th 
Appointment of M Begum, 


Read, the following Extract of the Proceedings of a Committee of the 7th Sep- 


tember. 1772. beginning at Page 504 of the ſame Book. 
| 1 Coffimbazar, the 7th September 1772. 


40 At a Committee; Preſent, | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings ME Preſident ; 


: Samuel Middlewa, | 
1 ner Dacres, . 
| | <> Lawrell, and OR 
Y John Graham 
« The Committee delibe 
Officers of the Nabob's Houſeho 
of 


at the fame Time on the Appointments neceſſary for the other 


lately eſtabliſhed by them, and paying p Attention to 
the 2 y. with regard to the Allowances to be granted to the oltenſble Miniſter, - 


to act in lac of the Naib Subah, have a that the Sum of Three Lacks, limited 


by theſe Orders, be divided in ue nden among thele Officers who are 
ſubſti tiruted, inftead of the faid Naib Subah and Naib Dewan. 


ved therefore, that this Sum be diſtributed as follows : 


# Ii: 


To the per Annum JE 2 140,000 
To Rajah 3, Dewan, and his Officers 1,00,000 . 
-- ToRajah RI Royroyan of the Khalfa, as * — of 60,000 


| Rupees 3,00, 00 
(Signed at the End) = * Warren Haſtings, 


To prove that the whole Powers of the Government were given to Munny Begum, 
Read; the following Extract from the Proceedings of a Committee, dated Coflim- 
buzar, 14th A a 177%, beginning at Page 533 . the ſame Book. 


Coſſimbuzar, the 14th September 1772. 
« At a Committee ; Preſent, "4 m" 


| The Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire 5 
Samuel Middleton, 


Philip Milner Dacres, 
James Lawrell, and q Eſquires, 
John Graham, - 


4 Es chat the Preſident be deſired to write bor an 8 prepares it W 
It is approved of, and is as follows: 
10 Munny 
« You are undoubtedly the Miſtreſs to confirm, diſmils, ah appoint whomever you ſhall think 
fit in the Service and Offices of the Nizamut; they are accountable to you alone for their Conduct, 
and no One ſhall interfere between you and them. Although I know that you in this Point have no 
View: or Deſire but what is entirely conſiſtent with the Regard which you bear the Company, and 
the Continuance of that cordial Union and Connection of Intereſts. which atl- between 


the 
| Houle of the N abov and the CPs which, by the Bleſſing of God, hee hg: 3 Root 


(5). Vide Appendix, Ne xcix. 
: * than 


* Sic in Orig. 


Secret Dept. 


( 980 ) 


than ever, ſince the Adminiſtration of the Affairs of the Nizamut hath been happily placed in yout 
Hands, yet, in a Writing of this Kind, it is neceſſary that every Thing be clearly expreſſed, and 
therefore I beg leave to remark, that as the Dewan and Paſhker have received their Offices at the 


immediate Inſtance and Recommendation of the Company, it will be a Diminution'of their Credit, 


and bear the Appearance of a Difference of Intereſt between us, if theſe Officers are removed but 
by the Concurrence of this Government. | | 1 yo 
(Signed at the End) * Warren Haſtings, 
Iuames Lawrell, 
J. Graham 

P. M. Dacres.“ (a) 


To prove that the before mentioned Appointment of Munny Begum was againſt 
the Will of the Nabob, | | 
The Witneſs produced Book 203, intituled, © Bengal Country Correſpondence, 
ſent from 7th January to 31ſt December 1772 | | 
Read, the following Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah, 
beginning at Page 40 of the ſame Book. ut e ern ont? * 


« To the Nabob Mebareck ul Dowlah. 


In conſequence of the frequent Repreſentations from your Excellency of the preſent unſettled 
and diſorderly State of your Houſehold, and of my Promiſes to aſſiſt you in the arranging of it 
anew, I have conſulted with the Committee which is here preſent, and with the Council of 
Calcutta, and this is the Reſult of our Deliberation. That Miny Begum, the, rightful Head of 
your Family, is the fitreſt Perſon to be intruſted with the Care of your Education, and the 
Management of your Houſehold, —She ſtands in the Place of your deceaſed Father, and is equally 


qualified by her Affection to you, and her Abilities, to execute this Truſt to your Honour and 


Advantage: I therefore, in Name and on Behalf of the Company, recommend to confer theſe 
Charges on Miny Bhegum, and as a truſty Mutſeddee will alſo be wanting to keep a regular Account 
of your Expences, I am further inſtructed to recommend Rajah Goordaſs, the Son of Mehor Rajah 
Nundcoomar, the ancient Servant of your late Father, and the approved Well-wiſher of your Houſe, 
to ſerve you and the Begum afore-mentioned in the Quality of Dewan. 23 
From the former Aſſurances you were pleaſed to give me that you would readily acquieſce in 
ſuch Arrangements as I ſhould recommend for the Adminiſtration of your Affairs, I make no Doubt 
but your Excellency will entirely aſſent to theſe Propoſitions; I therefore requeſt to know of your 
Excellency, when it will be agreeable that I wait on you with the Gentlemen of the Committee, to 
inform you further of the Sentiments of the Company and of the Council; and alſo to aſſiſt in car- 
rying the Meaſures recommended by them, by your Concurrence, into immediate Execution, with 
the proper Forms, and in the moſt publick Manner, to ſhew the World, that in ſuch Matters as 
regard your Proſperity, there is but One Heart and One Intereſt between you and the Company.” 


To prove that the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah declined an immediate Acqui- 
eſcence to the foregoing Order, and deſired a perſonal Conference on the Subject of it, 

The Witneſs produced Book 204, intituled, Bengal Perſian Country Correſpondence 
received, from the 1ſt of January to the 3oth December 1772.” 


Read, the following Letter from the Nabob Mobarick ul Dowlah to Mr: Haſtings, 
beginning at Page 102 of the ſame Book. | | 


« From the Nabob Mebarek ul Dowlah. Received 17th Auguſt 1772. 
« T have been made happy by the Receipt of your Fayour, and have comprehended its Contents; 
as it's Anſwer depends upon a perſonal Interview, I flatter myſelf, that when agreeable to you to 
call on me, that * we ſhall be made happy by a Meeting with each other. For the reſt, &c.“ 


Read, from Book 1 89, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
the Committee of Circuit at Coſſimbazar, to William Alderſey Eſquire, and the reſt 
of the Council at Fort William, beginning at Page 491 of the ſame Book. 


Fort William, the 2gth Auguſt 1772. 
&« At a Conſultation ; Preſent, 
William Alderſey Eſquire, Preſident ; 
Thomas Lane, 
Tames Harris, 2 
Henry Goodwin, | ay 
Mr. Barwell indiſpoſed. 4 


« To William Alderſey Eſquire, and the reſt of the Gentlemen of Council at Fort William. 

« Gentlemen, 22 | 1 
« We formerly adviſed you of our having, in conſequence of your Approbation, recommended 
to the Nabob the Appointment of Munnee Begum and Raja Goordaſs to the Offices aſſigned them 


(e) Vide Appendix, Ne C. 


— —_ 


* 


. 


* 
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in our Reſolutions.— The Anſwer from his'Excellency Was not ſo direct as we could have wiſhed, 
He declared nothing poſitively as to his Intentiong, but Expreſſed his Wiſh to ſettle theſe Matters in 
perſonal Interview with us. We therefore determined to wait on him, and, as we knew his Inde- 
ciſion proceeded ſolely from the undue Influence of ſome People about him, we made no Doubt of 

bringing Matters to the Point we propoſed by an amicable Conference z accorditigly we proceeded 
Yeſterday to the Kella, and had an Interview with the Nabob. After having opened the Con- 
ference, we deſired him to ſummon the Attendance of ſuch of the Officers of his Houſehold as 
we knew to be the Perſons who directed his Councils; we expoſtulated with them on the Impro- 
priety of their Oppoſition, explained the Motlves which influenced the Board in their Recommen- 
dation of army Appointments, and had the Satisfaction to obtain from the Nabob. his entite 


at en  « Signed; Warren Haſtings, 
g = Colloid, 5 | Samuel Middleton, 
v 1772. | | P. M. Dacres, 
„ratet | James Lawrell, 
| J. Graham.” (a) 


Read, alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 493, the following Extract of another Letter 
from the ſaid Committee. | 


. 


« To William Alderſey Eſquire, and the reſt of the Gentlemen of Council, at Fort William. 
_ Gentlemen, 3 eee I, 3 | | | Eb es; 5 

This accompanies an Extract of our Proceedings of this Date, containing a Plan which is ſub- 
mitted to your Approbation, for the Diſtribution of the Huzzoor Zelahs, and the general Super- 
intendance of the Collections. 5 i | | 
The Reaſons for the Separation which we have propoſed for the Huzzoor Zelahs will beſt 
appear in theſe Minutes; but it may not be unneceſſary to obviate the Objections which may poſj- 
ſibly occur to the apparent heavy and diſproportionate Charge which we have aſſigned to Mr. 
Middleton.— The Propriety of his Appointment to the Reſidency at the Durbar, and Chiefſhip of 
Coſſimbuzar, we will not ſuppoſe to admit of any Doubt. The Diviſions which prevail in the 
Family of the Nabob, and the Reluctance with which the. late Arrangements have been ſubmitted 
to by a Part of it, _—_— the Preſence and conſtant Attention of a Petſon of Authority, to con- 
ciliate the former, and to ſupport the latter. This appears to be a Point of ſuch eſſential Conſe- 
quence, and more particularly in the Commencement of the new Eſtabliſhment, that we think 
Mr. Middleton cannot accompany the Committee in its Circuit, without manifeſt Hazard of 
leaving the Nabob's Affairs to fall into more Diſorder than that from which we have endeavoured 
to relieve them z and for this Reaſon we recommend that he be permitted to remain at the City, 
and that his Appointment to the Committee be revok ec Sl et en 
10 8 . n (Signed) Warren Haſtings, . 


„ Colfimbuzar, e Sam Maddleton, 
20th Auguſt 1772. 7; | ? A bo 1 M. pant 3: 
4 | RK. Fo! q F J. Gra | i ( 5 | 


To prove the Reduction made in the Houſehold of the Nabob Mobarick ul 
Read, from Book 194, already delivered in, the following ng of a Letter from 
the Preſident and Council of Fort William, in Bengal, to the Court of Directors, 
bearing Date the roth of November 1772. | 


« xx, The Reduction of the Nabob's Stipend, and the new Arrangement of his Houſehold in 
conſequence, was a Meaſure equally difficult and invidious in Execution; but beſides being indiſ- 
ſable from your Orders, our Senſe of it's Wiſdom and Propriety made it be undertaken without 
lay or Regret. To bring the Whole of the Expences of the Nizamut within the-Pale of the 16 
Lacks, it was neceſſary to begin with reforming; the uſeleſs Servants of the. Court, and retrenching 
the idle Parade of Elephants, Menageries, &c. which loaded the Civil Liſt. > This coſt little Re- 
gret in performing; but the Preſideat, who took upon him the chief Share in this Buſineſs, acknow- 
ages he ſuffered conſiderably in his Feelings, when he came to touch on the Penſion Liſt; 
ſome Hundreds of Perſons of the ancient Nobility of the Country excluded, under our Government, 
from almoſt all Employments, Civil or Military, had, ever. ſince the Revolution, depended on the 
Bounty of the Nabob; and near 10 Lacks were beſtowed-that Way. It is not that the Diſtribu- | 
tion was always made with Judgement or“ impartial and much Room was left for a Reform; Sie in 
but when the Queſtion was to cut off entirely the greateſt Part, it could not fail to be accom. 
anied with Circumſtances of real Diſtreſs. The Preſident declares, that even with ſome of the 
ki heſt Rank, he could not avoid diſcovering, under all the Pride of Eaſter Manners, the mani- 
feſt Marks of Penury and Want. There was, however, no Room left for Heſitation; to confine 
the Nabob's Expences within the limited Sum, it was neceſſary that Penſions ſhould be ſer afide : 


EL «% — EET 2 „ 


F ECL oo (9) Vie Appin i, 
11 


— 
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It was done; and every poluble Regard was had. Eau und de Pretesbons of Individuals; i in 


ſettligg thoſe which. were allowed to remain. 


* 12. The Dependants of the late. Naib Soubah were, without Exception, cut off the Liſt ; * 
the; Remainder of the Reduction chiefly confined to thoſe who were either of leſs. Pretenſions: ot 


more Independance of. Fortune than the old Penſioners. Ia ſhort, the whole .Eſtablitnment was 


agjaſted to the: Nabob's new Income, beyond. which the. 3 given. to underſtand. he muſt 
not. go. The general State of it was intended to be. ſent; but, as it may be well imagined, the 
minute -Hoyſchold Accounts of 32 Lacks could, 8 by 1 — 


Days; the. Preſident's Departure preſſed; they promiſed to lend ir * it ãs not yet come: 
— hope to tranſmit ĩt by one of the latter Sbips. Aa N | 
| (Signed) at the End of the Letter, ers 
« Warren Haſtings, 
R* Barker, 
. | W. Alderley, 
Thomas Lane, 
Rich“ Barwell, 
= James Harris, | 
H. Goodwin, (a) 


Then the Witne cls produced Book 2, intituled, % Ben engal Secret Conſultations from 
18th January to 3oth December 1773.” 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 2 5th January 11773, beginning 
at Page 17 of the ſame Book. * 


6 Fort William, -the intel January 1773» 


-——; « At a Conſultation z Preſent, 
_ | ts = 1 Honourable Warren Oy I OO 


adier General Sir Robert Barker, 
ier 5 | 
John.R ed 
Henry Goodwin, Eſquires. 
William Lambert, 
Meſſrs. Lane and Barwell indiſpoſed. 


« The Preſident lays before the Board the reduced Eftablifheent of the Nabob's Expences, 
with the following Minute. 

« have now the Satisfaction to lay before the Board the Account completed of the Eſtabliſh- 
ment fixed for the various Expences of the 'Nabob's Houſehold, For the readier Comprehenſion 
of the Reduction which has been made in thoſe Char es, the old and the new or reduced Eſtab- 
liſhment, are drawn out in ſeparate Columns, with the Sums appertaining to each Head or Article 
of the Accounts in oppoſite Columns. The annual Amount of the Nabob's Expences, as they 
have _ ſtood, was Rupees 26,84,559 10. The Amount on the preſent Reduction is, 
15,45,0 4 28.3 which comes within the preſent allotted Stipend, and leaves a Saving of 544310 : 8. 
The Difficulty of adjuſting an Account of ſuch Magnitude, conſiſting of ſo many various Ar- 
ticles, and which furniſhed a Livelihood to near Ten thouſand Perſons, obliged the Committee when 
they parted at Coſſimbuzar to leave it unfiniſhed : I have ſince completed it with the Peſhkur of 
the Ni izamut, whom I called down from the City for that Purpoſe. 


Signed, at the End, 


Warren Faſting 
Wa A 
H. Goodwin.” (5) 
Þ To ſhew the Number of Perſons included in the Reduction made in the Nabob's 
| Eſtabliſhment, 
| Read, from Book 491, already delivered in, the follows Extract of « Conſultation 
| | of the 24ſt February 1774, beginning at Page 482 of the Bock. 


« Fort William, the 2 1ſt February 1774. 
* At a Conſultation; Preſent, 


tive abs.” 
med Reza 
Cawn, 


— — — 


— * " 


0 Vide Appendix, N. Cal, = (% Vide Appendix, N* CILL "3 
| 4 | | | 
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| Read, alſo, fem ſame Bock, Page 4B 5, and -ſame Conſultation, the following 
* Abtrag of che foregoing Accor. 
By the Duſtakeſt of Nabob Meer Jaffier | | as | n |- 46 |'7,602 '8| 425 
D*..of Mirza Malmud Ertch/Cawn — 256 .-fl > 33 3,267 '8| "32g 
DF. of Nabob Navjimut Dowlan | 8 | 6 | — | 2.338 8] tg |} 
Dy. of Nabob Saiffa Dowlah —— 10 — | x | 358 8] 15 
Di. of Nabob Mohbarrick Dowlah 3 — | = | 725_ 4 
D'. of Muraffur Jung — — 11437 ꝶrSq90 181 [41,488 13 '686 
Being in all | 2120 | 119 '| 261 [55,800 13|- 1472 1 
Signed at dn of the Conſultation, 1 pe” 
| Warren Haſtings, FH. Goodwin, 
W. Alderſey, | J. Graham, 924 
P. M. Dacres, George Vanſittart.“ (a) 
James Lawrell, 


To ſhew the premeditated Corruption of Mr. Haſtings in the Whole of the Tranſ- 
action in queſtion, the Managers for the Commons ſtated, they would next produce an 
Order given hy the Court of Directors, to have a ſtrĩẽt Account ke ut; a proper Officer, 
of all the Expence in the Nabob's Family; that ſuch Account he be tranſmitted to 
them ; and Mr. Haſtings's Acknowledgement that he had kept no ſuch Account. 
Read, from Book 11, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſaltation 
of the 21ſt June 1775, beginning at Page 293 of the fame Book. | 


th: „ Fort William, the 21ſt June 1775: 
| «At a Council ; Preſent, | rife | 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, | 
The r Monſon, 
Richard Barwell, les 
Philip Francis, (Eſquires. | 
General Clivering.—I beg Leave to move, That the Accomptant General, or the Accomptant 
vf the Treaſury, be ordered to lay before this Board the annual Account which has been tranf- 
mitted to the late Preſident and Council, or to the Governor General and Council, from Rajah 
Goordaſs, in conſequence of the Orders contained in the 26th Paragraph of the General Letter 
of the. Court of Directors, of the Date of the 29th of * my 1771, in the following Words : 
* As the Diſburſements of the Sums allotted to the Nabob the Maintenance 'of his Houſe- 
hold and Family, and the Support of his Dignity, will paſs. through the Hands of the Miniſter 
who ſhall be {lieted by you, conformable to our preceding Orders, we expect that you will 
require ſuch. Miniſter to deliver annually to your Board, a regular and exact Account of the Ap- 
ꝓlication of the ſeveral Sums paid by the Company to the Nabob. This you will ſtrictly exa- 
mine ; and we truſt, that you will not ſuffer any Part of the Nabob's Stipend to be appropriated to 
the Miniſter's own Uſe, or waſted a the unneceſſary Deperidants of the Court ; that the 
whole Amount be applied to the Purpoks for which it was aſfigned by us.” | 33 
The Governor General. can ſave the Board the Trouble of this Reference, by acquainting 
them, that no ſuch Accounts have been tranſmitted, nor, as I can affirm with almoſt a certair 
Knowledge, any Orders given for that Purpoſe, either to Goordaſa, to whoſe Office it did not 
properly belong, nor to the Begum, who the actual Charge and Reſponſibility of thoſe Diſ- 
urſements. This I am willing to acknowledge to have been an Omiſſion of the late Government, 
among, perhaps, many others, unavoidable in the Multiplicity and Importance of their other 
Duties; and perhaps leſs attended to in this Inſtance from the abſolute Im bility to examine 
the Accounts, or draw from them the Uſes intended by this Order of the Honourable Company. 
I will anſwer for my own Part, that having given a great Part of my Time and Attention in the 
courſe of many Months, to form a new Eſtabliſhment of the Nabob's Expences, reduced within 
che Sum of his reduced Stipend, I had little Encouragement, had it ever occurred to me, T go. 
—_— the annual Labour of ſcrutinizing and auditing the long Accounts of his actual Di. 
urſements. 


Signed, at the And of the Conſuliation, & Warren Haſtiogs, 
| Py ]. Claverng Z „ 
| Geo. Monſon 
Riek- Barwell, 


P. Francis.” 


— ——— — — 


(e) Vide rende, N* CIV. 
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"The Managers for we Commons ſtated, that the next Piece of Biden the would 
produce was ſeveral falſe Accounts made up by Mr, . Haſtings, to ſnew that his Con! 
duct in the foregoing Tranſaction was: with i a View to Pechlätion and Bribes. 


Then the Witneſs produced Book 203, intituled, E N Correſpondence 
ſent, from 7th January to 31 December 177222 nn rat. fn 


ay 


Read, the following Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Nabob Mobarick * Dowlah, 
Cated 7th January 1772, beginning at Page 1 of the ſame Book. | | 


To the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah. Written 7th Jabvary 17 772. 

ce * a Servant of the Engliſh Company, it is incumbent upon me to obey ſuch Directions gs I 
may be honoured with, and to fulfil their Orders to the utmoſt of my Abilities; but I am ſorry 
to be the Channel of acquainting your Excellency with any Circumſtance that might occaſion your 
Anxiety, or to be myſelf the Source of Inquietude to your Heart; but as this is a Matter between 
the Servant and his Superiors, I am remedileſs. In the Letters which I have received from the 
Company by à Ship which is lately arrived from Europe, they have directed me to acquaint you, 
that they cannot conceive that either your Excellenty's Time of Life, or your preſent Situation, 
can require ſo large an Allowance as you have hitherto enjoyed, and that during your Nonage, 
they are in * Opinion that the Sum of 15,81,991 9 Sicca Rupees per Annum will fully anſwer 
every Purpoſe, and maintain you with that Dignity which your Station requires. I am accordingly - 
to acquaint you that you will hereafter receive the ſaid Sum of Money for the Defrayment of 
your Expences; and I flatter myſelf that upon your attaining the Age of. 21 'Years, the Company 
will further conſider your Situation, and make fuch an Addition to the e * 15991 bs 
Rupees as it may appear to them to require.” 


Read, FY the following Extract of a Letter from Mr. © Haage to >the Nabob, 
dated 18th July 1772, beginning at Page 35 of the ſame Book. 


To the Nabob Mebareck ut Dowlah, 18th 1 1772. 
9 8 compliance with the Deſire of the Council, I take the Liberty of writing to your Excel- 


- = » lency on a Subjed which immediately concerns your own Welfare and the 'Ordet and Economy 
& of your domeſtic Affairs. They obſerve with gre reat Concern, that notwithſtanding the Notifi- 


+ Sic in Orig. 


cation from the Board to your Excellency by the Letter of Mr. Cartier ſo long ago as the Month 
of January laſt, of the Reduction of your Revenue to 16 Lacks, your Eftabliſhment and current 
Expences ſtill continue on the Footing of your former Allowance. They think it therefore their 
Duty to remind your Excellency of this Reduction which at it proceeds from the e Orders 
of the Company, it admits neither of Recall or Mitigation, The Receipt of Mr. Cartier's Letter, 
which your Excellency regularly acknowledged, fixes the Date of its Commencement; it takes 
place from that Time.“ (a) oy 


Read, alſo, the following Letter from Mr. Haſtings to the Nabob, daginaing a at 
Pogy 39 of the ſame Book. 


6 To the Nabob Mebareck ul Dowlah. 


e 


0 | Written 7th Avgyſt 7 | 
20 1 am u favodred with the Letter of your Excellency, dated the 2 ift ultimo, in reply to that 
which I had the Honour to write you of the 18th. 

I have liſtened with all due Attention to the Repreſentations you have been — to wiſh 
on the Subject of the Reduction of your yearly Revenue, and the Circumſtance of the Arrears 
due upon it: I muſt repeat to your Excellency, that the Orders of the Company are ſuch as can- 
not be diſpenſed with by their Governor here; and concerning the Arrears, I have to requeſt of your 
Excellency, that you would be pleaſed to iſſue your Orders to Jooderam, and the other Officers 
of the Nizamut, to prepare and deliver to me the Accounts of the Receipts and Diſburſements of 
the Fund of 16 Lacks, yearly appropriated to the Pay and Expences of your Sepoys, Retinue, 
&c. according to which the Arrears ſhall be paid up to the 15th of the Month of Shawall; from 

which Time, agreeable to the Information given your Excelloncy | in my former Letter, the new 

Arrangements are deemed to take place. 
I requeſt of your Excellency, that you will give Orders that theſe Acticnte be- delivered with- 
out Delay, that I. may be enabled, in conjunction with the Committee, to take ſuch Steps for a new 
Arrangement of your Houſchold, as may prevent in future Incoaveniencics fimilar to thoſe in which 
You are now involved.” | 


Read, from Book 177, already delivered i in, "the following Extract of a Letter from 
Mr. Haſtings to the Court of Directors, dated Fort William, 25th March 1775. 


« Your. Order for the Reduction of the Nabob's Stipend was communicated to him in the 
Month of December 77. He remonſtrated _ it, and deſired it might again be referred to 


% - 4 ä ——_—_ * 
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77 (a) Vide Appendix, Ne CV. 
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the Company. The Board tacitly acquieſced in his Remonſtrance, and the ſubſequent 

of his Stipend were made as before: I might caſily have availed myſclf of this Plea : I might have 

treated it as an Act of the 7. Government with which I had no Cauſe to interfere, and joined ia 

aſſerting the Impoſſibility of his defraying the vaſt Expence of his Caurt and Hauſhold — — 

it; which I could have proved by plauſible Arguments, drawn from the actual Amount af the 

Nizamut and Behla Eſtabliſnments; and both the Nabob and the Begum would have liberally | 
urchaſed my Forbearance. Inſtead of purſuing this Plan, I carried your Orders rigidly and 
icerally into Execution. I, reduced the Nabob's Stipend from the Date on which the Fick Notifi- 

cation of it was made to him: I undertook myſelf the laborious and reproachful Tafk of limiting 

his 9 an Exceſs of his former Stipend to the Sum of his reduced Allowance; and I had 

the Satisfaction of viewing the Nabob in a State of Magnificence, ſuitable to his Djgaity, within a 

Twelvemonth after, at Plaſſey, where he had met me the Year before with eyery Appearance of 


» 


Indigence and Meanneſs. For this too I can appeal to many Gentlemen of your Service who were 
Witneſſes of the Nabob's Condition in both the Periods which I have related. © 


(Signed at the End of the Letter) 

: | | | * Warren Haſtings.” (a) 
Then the Witneſs produced Book 7, intituled, * Bengal Secret Council, from 2. 

March to 31ſt May 1775,” m 24th 
Read, the following Extract of a Confultation of the 2cth May 1 . beg 4 

at Page 2, 306 of the ſame Book. | 5 " 377% beginning 


„Fort William, the 25th May 1773. 
At a Council; Preſent, | Secret Dept. 
The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Preſident ; Thurſday, 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, | 

The Honourable George Manſon, 

Richard Barwell, Eſoute | 
Philip Francis, 1. en. x 

Account current of the Nabob Mobarik ul Dowlah, from the Time of his AcceGiag to. 

LIE, Muſnud to the 16th Auguſt 477. Co r 


For annual Stipend due to him from iſt May 1770 to 16th Auguſt mn} 3 | 
at 31,81,860 per Annum, for 27 Months 16 Days, is — — 3 


Fort William, 11th May 1775; 
* (Errors excepted) 
Signed Cha' Croftes, 
Accompt. Gen. to the Revenue Dept.“ (3) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the fame Conſultation, heginning at Page 
2,307 of the ſame Book. s 


Acccunt current of the Nabob Mobarick ul Dow lab, from 27th Auguſt 3778, to the End ef 
f February 1775. 


« For Amount of annual Stipend due to him, at the Rate of IP 


Annum, agreeable to the old Eſtabliſment, from 17th Auguſt to 3H 184,989 ——— 
December 1772, is Four Months — Wi 4 8 
« Foxt William, 11th May 1775. 
« (Errors excepted) 
87 Cha Croftes, | 
Accompt. Gen. to the Revenue Dept.“ (c) 


Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th June 1775, from Book 
11, already delivered in, beginning at Page 115 of the ſame. | 
| « Fort William, 12th June 1775. 
« At a Conſultation; Preſent, - e e eee 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident f Monday. 
Lieutenant General 'John-Clavering, 
The Honourable George Monſon, 


Philip Francis, : 
Richard Barwell, | Ecquires. 


« The Board alſo recur to the Nabob's Account delivered in by the Accountant General to the 
Revenue Department in Conſultation of the 25th ultimo. | 
(a) Vide Appendix, Ne CVI. (5) Vide Appendix, Ne CVII. (c) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
11S | The 


Secret Dept. 
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« The Governor General informs the Board, that there appears to him a very material Error in 
the Account current with the Nabob, 1 * by Mr. Croftes, and now before the Board, Credit 
being therein given to the Nabob for his Stipend, according to the old Eſtabliſhment, to the 31ſt of 
December 1772; whereas it was expreſsly ſettled by the Committee of Circuit in July or Auguſt 
1772, at the Time that the Governor was with the ommittee at Moorſhedabad, that the reduced 
| Stipend ſhould take place from the Day on which the Nabob received the formal Notification of 

the Company's Orders on that Subject from Mr. Cartier, which was in December 1771 or January 
1772; that he thinks this Miſtake ought to be rectified before the Accounts are finally adjuſted 
with the Nabob.“ (a | | . > 


Read, alſo, the following Extract from the ſame Conſultation, beginning at Page 
117 of the ſame Book. . 2 


* 7 that the Miſtake be notified to Mr. Goring, and that he be informed of che Day on 
which the reduced Stipend of the Nabob took place.” (5) | 


ne — , alſo, from the ſame Book, Page 118, and ſame Conſultation, the following 
xtract. | | | | 


« The-following Letter is written to Mr. Goring in Conformity to the foregoing Reſolutions. wo 


1 « To Mr. Cha'. Goring. 
cc ir, : | | 
« But for the further Illuſtration of the Nabob's Accounts, we think it neceſſary to acquairit you 
of an Error in the Account ſigned by Mr. Croftes, wherein Credit has been given to the Nabob 
for his Stipend, agreeable to the Old Eſtabliſhment, up to December 1772, whereas the Re- 
duction to — 9 Locke ſhould have taken Place from the 21ſt January 1772, the Day on which 
the Orders of the Company for that Reduction were notified to the Nabob.” (c) 


Read, from Book 12, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation of 
the 4th September 1775, beginning at Page 138 of the ſame Book. * 5 


« Fort William, the 4th September 1 775. 0 
« At a Council; Preſent, | : 8 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident; 
Lieutenant General John Clavering, 


Richard Barwell 
Philip Francis, | * 


« Honourable Sir and Sirs, | | 
« Indiſpoſition preventing the Attendance of Mr. Croftes at the Office, I take the Liberty to 
3 the Honour of your Commands tranſmitted the 16th inſtant, by your Aſſiſtant Se- 
, under Date 13th. In compliance with the Spirit of which, (Want of Materials preventing 
Compliance with the Letter) I have drawn out the two accompanying Accounts, N' 1 and 2; and 
Firſt, ſtating the Nabob Mebareck ul Dowlah's Account with the Honourable Company, from the 
Period expreſſed in your Commands to the lateſt Periods P the 3oth April 1775; the Se- 
cond an Annual Account of Payments made to the Nabob, during the Periods that Mr. Middle- 
ton acted as Reſident at Durbar, drawn up from his own Accounts as tranſmitted to the Pre- 


ſidency. 
(Signed) Rich“ Johnſon, 


a ; D. A. Gen! Rev. Dep.” 
Signed (at the End of the Conſultation) 
| | « Warren Haſtings, 
| J. Clavering, 
Geo. Monſon, 
R. Barwell, 
P. Francis.“ 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne CVII. (5) Vide Appendix, ibid, (e) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
| Read, 
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* 


Read, alſo, the following Extract, from the ſame Conſultation, beginning at Page 


144 of the ſame Book, 
pr is 


1772. 
To Amount pai 
J by the Comp _ ai Re. X 
venue at Moorſhedabad, from 
this Date to the 8 Sept. | 
— 25,16,009 2 


| 


»- 


Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah. 


; Cr. T 
1772. : 


* 0 ks hs to 


old Eſeabliſh= . OW: 


e 


27 2 — — — 1 
due to the Nabob 4,1, 817: 4 4+} from now 22 to this. 
Date, making 7 Months, 
— — 7 — — — 10,8, 888: 14:4: 3 
| S'R Rupees 4 2 29,33,824 1% f 
.P April 1975. TO 1 ee Nebun 53 Fe 


Read, from Book 189, already delivered i in, 


Richt Johnſon, 'D: A. R. bo (4) 
the following Extract of a Conſultation 


of the 14th December 1772, beginning at Page 653 of the ſaid Book. 


« At a a Conſultation ; Preſent, 


« Fort William, the 14th bauer 199220 


Secret 
The Honourable Warren Haſti rag Preſident 3 Monday. 
Brigadier General Sir neben Barker,” * | 50 
John Reed, | 
Thomas Lane, ä | N 
Rich* Bar well, ae. 1 75 


James Harris, 
Mr. Reed, being returned from Mad 


4 


* takes his Seaton the Dowel 


Meſſrs. Alderſey and Goodwin indilpoſed. 


Mr. Lambert, being arrived at the Preſidency, 


admitted to his Seat at the Board. - 


« By the laſt Account you will | pleaſe to. obſerve, 
of Sicca Rupees 19, 78,856: 6: 1: 1, in Part of w 
Committee, of Rupees 300,000, - which. reduces the 


beta raken the uſual Oats is 


that there | is a 1 Balance due to > his Excellency 
hich an Advance was made by Order of the 
Balance to Sicca Rupees 16,78,556:6:1:13 


and I have ſince made another Payment of 5 Lacks; and I hope to receive your Orders to pay off 
the Whole when the State of your Treaſury here will admit of it. 


« Moidapore, Nov. 18, 1772. 


Signed at End, 
Samuel Middleton.“ (3) 


Read, alſo, the following Rum from 25 ſaid re beginning at Page 


539 of the ſame Book. 


« The Nabob's Debt, as 
Deduct what was pig v by 
in his Account 


1 


5 his Account 


_ 


Total 3 ** the Nabob's DEG; boy 
Total Amount of the Nabob's Debts brought forward. 


Balance due to the Nabob from the 
O, as per his Account 
Deduct paid to his Treaſurers, but 


D. but what was omitted 


19,78,556 : 6: 


ou 
20,24,224 : 2 — 5 


| 4 2 TI? 
1 ” A Fa 

U 410 
14 
wt 


24574254 3 8 12 19 + 1 
17,66,969 + T + 5: 2 
— r7:66,969 7 1 5: 


* 4p 


2 
901 * 


[4 


J. <a by P 
omitted in his A l — — 2.572541 41 19 £4 | 
Due to the Nabob FLY EA — 3 1 1 3 
Deficient "Pp * Dann, .= N 45,667 : 3.2 
Nabob's Debt. — — \ 2: 0e 7 14: 3 
* 4 "PT. 10,11, oJ 32. yy : 2 
YE by 7 EHU — 5 . 
Due from the Company — — — — 19,78,556 : US TH. 
Descent — — — _ 667; 95 3:3 
Add Aſſignment on the Zemindars _ \ "a" / ew | a 2434353 : LT, Nie. T 
Overplus which the Nabob will hae peer diſcharging his Debts" 1, 97> 25 15; 5 2 
Lo: (a) Vide Appendix, No Cx. N (3) Vide Appendix, N* CX. 
Apparent 


f 
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be rent Balance e — — — 19,78, 356: 6211 


E 


py wy 


— 


Actually due to the Naboao nb — 22, 21,909 : 15 : 10: 2 
; | | | K. bh * — ꝗ?..—— 
« Apreed that Mr. Middleton be directed to diſcharge the Arrears of the Nabob's Account, 


as well as of the others mentibned in his Letter, as ſoon as the State of his Caſh will permit: and 
„ Ordered, That a Copy of theſe Reſolutions, with a Copy of the Nabobꝰs Account, be tranſ- 


mitted by our Secretary to Mr. Middleton for his Guidance, 


R Barker, 
John Reed.“ (a) 


To prove that che Accounts were regularly kept during the Government of Nud- 
Jum ul Dowlah and Sief ul Dowlah, but that during the Time of Mobarick ul Dow- 


ah, the Account was a general Account of the whole Payments to the Nabob, 
without Date or Particulars ; 18 | | 1 ; 


Read, from Book 78, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation 
of the 27th of December 1975, beginning at Page 448 of the ſame Book. 
„ Fort William, the 25th of December 1775. 
Secret Dept. « At a Council; Preſent,  — 
8 
| The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, 
Lieutenant General John Claveringg 
The Honourable George Monſon, 
| Philip Francis Eſquire. + TOs Watts; 
Read, the following Letter from the-Sub-atcountant, ' 
. « Apreecable to your Orders I was furniſhed with the Account: currents. with the Honourable 
Company, the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah, and his Predeceffors Syef ul Dowlah, and Nudjim 
ul Dowlah, and have now the Honour to incloſe for your Information the following. 
(Signed at the End of the Letter | 
| Reine Wm. Larkirs, Sub. accountant. 
(and at the End of the Conſultation) | 
I bg Warren Haſtings, 


Preſident z 


| ; any J. Clavering, 
N | | N | Ty Geo. Monſon, 
Rich“. Barwell, 
| 1 . 98 
Read, alſo, the following Extract of the ſame Conſultation, beginning at Page 452 
of the ſame Bock. 1 I f 
« Dr, Nabob Nudjum ul Dowlah«his general Account current with the Honourable Company. 
1765, April. | « To Campaign Operations. 
For the Amount which he agreed to pay Monthly from the 
| Death of the Nabob Meer Jaffier, as in Treaty, dated 12 | 
March 1765, from the rſt of February to the oth April “ee 
1765, at g, oo, ooo per Month — — — 


1766, April. | To Nabob Jaffier Ally Can. ä l 
« Account Monthly Payments for the Amount of Balance of} 189 
that Head CEE — — — 1669. 758 7 9 


To Campaign Operations. 


„ For the Amount due upon his Treat a Five op ol 
Rupees ,per Month, for defraying the Expences of the 
Army, or the 1ft of May to the 3oth September 1765, W 


is Five Months 
5 Current Rupees 656,69, 758 : 79 
„Fort William, (Signed) William Larkin, 
27th Dec. 1765. Sub- accountant.“ (c) | 


* 2 7 


N — y — ——— —-—„— 
(0) Vide Appendix, Ne CX. I) Vide Appendix, N* CXI, 


6 989) 
| Read, alſo, the following Extract of the ſame Conſultation, beginning at Page <6 
of the ſame Book, Mr eee 


Dr. Nabob Syef ul Dowlah in Account current with the Honourable Company. 
| To Treaſury. 8. R. 
& 1766, May. Paid _ ee 43 * 766, | 
5 to i oth April 1767, is Mont N 
11 and 1 Day. l Bengal Year 40,85,672: $:15:2 '47,39,380: 2:6 
0 i 1173 — — ; f ; | tA 
cc 1967-8, April. De. a 11th April 1767, to roth 245 Tr mi 
TY April 1768. Bengal Year 1774 þ 29499236: 0 33,05, 113: 13:6 
&« 1768-9, April. D'. a 1ith April 1768, to 1 | | | 
PIR Ars Braga) N 3767489 91523 636, 74,055: 18 = 
« 1769-70, April. D.. a 11th April 1769, to 20 | 


March 770, is Months 11 and 6 5.1931 9 — 28,01, 624: 8: 6 
10 Days. Bengal Lear 1176 | 


Curr'. R.. 


* 


1,23, 17,391: 12: 16: 1 1,43, 20, 174: 7 6 
To Balance ö 2,556,916: 4:17: 3 ; 2,98,022: 14:9 


1,27,74,308 : I : 14 : 1,48,18,197 : 6:3 


e Fort William, | | Errors excepted, 
27th Dec. 1775. | (Signed) Wa. Larkins, 
$55 Sub-accountant.” (a) 


Read, alſo, a further Extract of the ſame Conſultation, beginning at Page 458 of 
the ſame Book, as follows : | | 


« Dr, Mobareck ul Dowlah, in Account with the Honourable M's. 
PPT, 2 2 12 W S*. Rupees. . Rupees. 
c For the Amount advanced him from 21 1 
. March 1770, to 10th May | 1775 Oe 1 1, 26, 64, 306 26:12: 3 | 1,46,90,595 *7 


| Errors . 
« Fort William, (Signed) W.. Larkins, 
27th Decem. 1775. | Saubraccountant.“ (5) - 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they ſhould next produce the Remarks of 
the Court of Directors upon the afore-mentioned Accounts. 4 


Read, from Book 108, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
the Court of Directors to the Governor General and Council at Fort William, in 
Bengal, dated 24th December 1776, beginning at Page 275 of the ſame Book. 


« Par. 28. The diſordered State of the Finances of Mobarech ul Dowlah, and the Negligence 
of our late Adminiſtration reſpecting Accounts and Money Tranſactions with him, are Events fo 
extraordinary, and likely to be attended with Conſequences. ſo very diſagreeable, that we cannot 
- paſs them over without the ſtrongeſt Animadverſion. 
« 29. By the Report of our late Preſident, and his Arrangement of the Nabob's Houſehold, 
as it ſtands on . Conſultation in January 1772, we were led to hope that even from the reduced 
Stipend a conſiderable annual Saving would be made, and that our Preſident's Recommendatio 


ſtrict Injunctions to the Begum and to. the Nabob's Duan, would have prevented any Devia- 
tion from that Arrangement. 


« 30, We find the Arrears due from the Company to the Nabob in January 1772, are ſtated at 
no leſs than Sicca Rupees 19,24,935, and that during the Reſidence of Mr. Middleton at Moor- 
ſhedabad, from January 1772 to October 1774, the whole Amount paid to the Nabob was 69,90,680 
Sicca Rupees. | 315 "7 

& 31. * Sub- accomptant ſtates the Amount overpaid to the Nabob, from April 1772 to 
October 1774, at Rupees 17,88, 893, which Sum we apprehend muſt include the Arrears above 
mentioned ; but ſuppoſing this to be the Caſe, an empty Treaſury and the Nabob's clamorous 
Creditors indubitably prove that an immenſe Sum has been miſappropriated between Januz 
1772 and October 1774; and from the Confuſion of his Accounts, occaſioned by the Want of 
a proper Officer near his Perſon to conduct the Affairs of his Houſehold, though we have ſuf⸗ 
ficient Proofs before us, that the Nabob's Domeſticks and Attendants muſt have been deeply 
concerned in 1 their Maſter, we are aware that it will be very difficult to aſcertain ſuch 
particular Facts, as may enable him to bring them to Juſtice, and we fear it is utterly impoſſible 
to recover any Part of the large Sums' embezzled or miſappropriated. | Wi on 


_— =... 


% + 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne kx. 


4 1 


(5) Vide Appendix, ibid. 
11 T | 


« 22, Not- 


N — — — — —d ũ — 


Time of ſuch Notification. 


| „ 
« . Notwithſtanding ſuch vaſt Sums have been carried to the Nabob's Atcount, over and 
above his Stiperid, in ſo ſhort a Space of Time, we obſerve, that in May 1775 there was not «4 
Rupee in his Treaſury, though there were Demands upon him to a large Amount. This Circum- 


ſtance alone, were there no other Improprieties in the Conduct of Munny Begum, would juſtify her 
Removal from the Office of Guardian to the Nabob; becauſe it is evident, that under her imme- 


_ diate Superintendance, great Part of his Allowance muſt have been embezzled, or very groſsly miſ- 


applied, | | 1 
Ff. 33. We are the more at a Loſs to account for this immoderate Overpayment to the Nabob, 


becauſe we obſerve on Country Correſpondence a Letter from Governor Cartier, dated 7th January 


1772, notifying the Reduction of his Stipend in the moſt formal and folemn Manner; and by a 
Minute of the Governor General on Secret Conſultations of 12th June 1773, it appears that the 
Committee of Circuit abſolutely determined that the ſaid Reduction ſhould take Place from the 
« 34. The Reſident at the Durbar, who has been the Principal Agent in this Buſineſs, could not 
be ignorant of the above Reſolution, becauſe he was a Member of the Committee; and it was the 
indiſpenſable Duty of our Preſident and Council, not only to have taken Care, that regular and 
frequent Accounts of the Advances made by the Reſident at the Durbar to the Nabob were laid be- 
fore them, but alſo of the Expenditure of his Stipend, which ſhould have been tranſmitted to us for 
our Information; and we muſt conclude, that if they had done their Duty in this Reſpe&, ſuch 
unaccountable and extenſive Errors could not have 3 in the Accounts, the Effects whereof 
muſt operate to our Diſadvantage, as we do not find that his Stipend will enable him to diſ- 
charge the Debts he has incurred; and when we conſider that the large Overplus paid to the Na- 
bob has really been diſfipated in his Infancy, and muſt either be a dead Loſs to the Company, or 
tend to diſtreſs him exceedingly, by putting him under large Stoppages, though his real Wants 
are neceſſarily increaſing, as he grows up to Manhood, we cannot but manifeſt our Reſentment at 
the Conduct of thoſe of our Servants, whoſe Remiſſneſs has, in this Inſtance, involved both the 
Company and the Nabob in fuch great Inconveniencies. | | NESS 


Signed (at the End of the Letter) John Stables, lohn Roberts, 
Frdłk Pigou, W James, 
R Hall, Daniel Weir, 
W. G. Freeman, Rob: Gregory, 
Ja' Moffatt, George Tatem, 
Rich“ Beecher, George Cuming, 
Samuel Peach, John Harriſon,” 


To ſhew that Mr. Croftes was placed in the Department of Accomptant General by 
Mr. Haſtings himſelf, n= | 


Read, from Book 189, already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſulta- 
tion of the 2gth Auguſt 1772, beginning at Page 496, in the ſame Book. 
5 N 6 Fort William, the 2 th Auguſt 1772. 

« At a Conſultation ; Preſent, PP 2 5 | | 127 | 

William Alderſey Eſquire, Preſident ; 

Thomas Lane, 

James Harris, Eſquires. 

Henry Goodwin, 
Mr. Barwell indiſpoſed. 


66 Extract of the Proceedings of the Committee of Circuit, at Coſſimbuzar, the 20th Auguſt 1772. 


Page 510. * That it be recommended to the Board to confer this Office on Mr. Charles Croftes, 
the preſent Accomptant of the Board of Revenue, whoſe Diligence and Practice in that Buſineſs, 
and the particular Inſtructions of the Honourable the Court of Directors, jultly intitles him to that 


important Charge.” | 5 1 X | 3 
Read, alſo, the following Extract of the ſame Conſultation, from Page 519 of the 


ſame Book, as follows. 


The Board, concutring with the Committee of Circuit in the r the ſeveral Ap- 
pointments' aboyementioned, reſolve to confirm them; and there being no Perſon nominated as 
the additional Member of the Coſſimbuzar Council to reſide at Commercolly, and have Charge 
of the Piſtricts thereunto annexed by the Committee. WE Ago 
n | Tis Signed (at the End) Rich! Barwell, 
B | W. Alderſey, 
5 | | Thomas Lane, 
To prove the further Degree of Favour and Confidence in which Mr. Croftes 
ſtood with Mr. Haſtings at this Time, and that he conferred upon him another 
lucrative Office, / 
_—_ I p | Read, 


( 99 ) 


Read, from Book 183 v dre deliver in, th following Extra of x Confultatin 


. Fort William, the och March 1778. 
© At a Conſultation z. Preſent, 
T he Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Preſident 3 
William Alderſey, 
P. M. Dacres, | 
Peek. Tn . # 
mes Lawrell, 3 
b Henry Goodwin, Eſquires. 
ohn Graham | 
illiam Lambert, 
Geo. Vanſittart, 
Meſſrs. Reed and od Bars | indiſpoſed. 


« The Board proceed to take into Conſideration the filling up the Vacancies occaſioned at the 
Preſidency by the v of the new Collectors. 
6 _ the following Appointments be made. 
| « The Honourable Charles Stuart, Mint Mafter; 
Mr. William Pawſon, Military Paymaſter General; 
Mr, John Shakeſpeare, Secretary to the Select Committee; 
Mr. Alexander igginſon, Import Warehouſe-keeper ; 
Mr. John Hannay, r to the Works; 
Mr. William Redfearn, Perſian Tranſlator , 
Henry Vanſittart, Aſſiſtant to ditto z 
John Carmichael, Deputy Military Paymaſter General 
| John Davis, Commiſſary to the T in Garriſon; 
\ | Henry Lodge, Clerk to the Commiſſibners of Commerce; 
KEE gg Mr. William Bruere, Sub Import Warehouſe- ny. 
| Robert Palk, Regulator of the Police; 
Charles Croftes, Sub Treaſurer ; 
William Cator, Accomptant to the Commiſſioners of Works." 


Signed (at the End of the CUE Ie « Warren Haſtin H. Goodwin, 
| William Alderley, J. Graham, 
P. M. Dacrcs, VW. Lambert, , 


Thomas Lane, George Vanſittart. 


James Lawrell, 


To that immediately after the Death of Colonel Monſon, when Mr. Haſtings 
had a much greater Degree of Influence in the Council, he proceeded to grant a fur- 
ther 8 to Mr. Cro . in Addition to what he had given him before, and carried 
a Refolution that he ſhould draw for that Salary for Two Years back, with Intereſt 
on that Part of it which had not been paid him, 1 

"I. Witneſs produced Book 187, intituled, Bengal Revenue, 2gth November 

31ſt December 1776.“ 


ead, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 6th December 1776, begin- 
ning at t Page 203 of the ſame Book. 
« Fort William, the 6th December 1776. 


« At a Council; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident Z 
Richard Barwell Eſquire. 
Lieutenant General Clavering indiſpoſed. 
Mr. Francis indiſpoſed. 


* Reconfidered Mr. Charles Crofte's Letter of the 23d December 255d, and entered on the 
Proceedings of the 15th Auguſt 1775. 


Read, alſo, a further Extract of the ame Conſultation, beginning at Page 209 of 
the ſame Book, as follows : © | 


Mr. Barwell.I move that the Office of A W ut on the ſame Footing as 
the Superintendant of the Khalſa Records, and that Mr. Croftes be allowed to draw — 
the ſame Salary and Hopſe Rent, as is drawn by the Superintendant of the Khalſah. 

. « Governor General.—I agree. 

« Reſolved, That the Office of Accomptant General be put on the ſame Footing as the Super- 
intendant of the Khalfah Records; and that Mr. Gon be allowed to draw henceforward the ſame 
Salary and Houſe Rent as is drawn 1 the Superintendant. 71 

8 at the End of the Conſult „ Warren Haſting 
e — 755 . Rich Barwell. (s) 
0 — 


0 vide 3 12 — 


| 
| 
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Read, from Book 205 already delivered in, the following Extract of a Letter from 
the Governor General at Fort William to the Court of Directors, dated roth January 
1777, beginning at Page 591 of the ſame Book. 


« Par. 3. In the gth Paragraph of our Letter by the Shrewſbury, we acquainted you of our 
having placed the Office of Accomptant General to this Department on the ſame Footing with that 
of the Superintendant of the Khalſa Records. Mr. Croftes having applied to us to be allowed this 
Indulgence from the Date of his Application to the Board in December 1774, we have conſented 
to grant him a conditional Bond for the Amount of his Arrears; that is, the Difference between his 
late Pay and Allowance, and the Allowance lately granted, from the- 4th December-1774 to the 
6th December 1776, bearing Intereſt at the Rate of 51. per Cent. per Ann. from the 4th Decem- 
ber 1776, payable on the 1ſt Day of Auguſt 1778; in caſe the Payment of it ſhould not be for- 
bidden before that Time by your Honourable Court. _ 
Signed (at the End of the Letter) « Warren Haſtings, 
2 | of io J. Clavering, 
TITER | 1116 Rich“ Barwell, 
| a | P. Francis.” 


To ſhew that Mr. Croftes, at the ſame Period of Time, was alſo added to a Com- 
miſſion for ſettling the Account of all the Lands throughout the Provinces, 


Read, from Book 187 already delivered in, the following Extract of a Conſultation of 
the 6th of December 1776, beginning at Page 210 of the ſame Book. 


« Governor General.—Among the different Materials which will come before the Board for 
their Guidance in forming the enſuing Settlement, the accurate and diſtin&t Accounts which are 
kept in the Office of the Accomptant General to the Revenue will form a conſiderable Part. Theſe 
will require to be compared and elucidated with the Accounts which may be procured from the 
Diſtricts. In this Branch of the Buſineſs I am deſirous of obviating the Inconveniencies of frequent 
and formal Applications for Papers to the Accomptant's Office. I wiſh alſo to benefit by the Abi- 
lities and Knowledge of Mr. Croftes, which have been honoured with repeated Teſtimonies of the 
Company's Approbation, and from which, ſince the Removal of the Khalſah, I have derived 
eſſential Aſſiſtance ; and I therefore propoſe that the Accomptant General to the Revenue Department 
be joined to the Gentlemen already appointed to prepare and arrange the Materials for a new Settle- 
ment, for the ſpecial Purpoſe of aſſiſting in forming ſuch Accounts as have a Reference to the 
Offices now under his Charge, and for the gencral Conduct of the Detail of the new Office, ſo far 


as his other Duties will permit. 
| (Signed) Warren Haſtings,” 


„ Agreed, That the Accomptant General be accordingly joined to Meſſ. Anderſon and Bogle, 
for the Purpoſes mentioned in the Governor General's Minute. 3p 
5 | Signed (at the End of the Conſultation) © Warren Haftings, 
6 | Rich“ Barwell.” (3) 
To prove what was the Eſtabliſhment of the Commiſſion to which Mr. Croftes was 
appointed, | RATS, C3 "Ot 
Read, the following Extract of a Conſultation of the 12th November 1776, from 
Book 206, Page 445, already delivered in. 5 5 
| « Fort William, the 12th November 1776. 
| « At a Council ; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor General, Preſident ; 


Richard Barwell, F 
Philip Francis, '$ Eſquires. 


Lieutenant General Clavering indiſpoſed. 
The Governor General recommends the following fixed Eſtabliſhment for the Office propoſed 


in his Minute of the iſt inſtant. 
N Eſtabliſhment for the Office. 
« Mr. David Anderſon, I Superintendants, 
Mr. George Bogle, at 1, 200 R'. each gad MN on! 
Signed, at the End of the Conſultation, a 

| Warren Haſtings, 

Rich“. Barwell,, _ 

P. Francis.” .._-> 


The Managers for the Commons ſtated, they had concluded this Head of Preſump- 


tive Evidence. 
Then the Houſe adjourned to the Chamber of Parliament. 


9 — it 9 — | „ — * 


(e) Vide Appendix, N* CXII. 
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Die Fovis, 14* Mai 1789. 


| H E Lords being 1n their Places, the Houſe reſumed, the aſus] Proclamations 
made, and the Defendant appearing at the Bar, the Lord Chancellor acquainted 
the Managers for the Commons, they might proceed to make good their Charge. 


The Managers for the Commons informed the Houſe, they ſhould next proceed to the 
Proof of the Receipt of Three Lacks and an Half of Rupees by Mr. Haſtings, ſtated 
in this Article; and for that Purpoſe ſhould produce the Charges made by Nundcomar 
before the Council, and the Evidence adduced by him in ſupport of thoſe Charges ; 
introductory to which, they would lay before the Houſe ſome Evidence to prove the 
Situation Nundcomar previouſly held, the Manner in which he had been employed by 
Mr. Haſtings by the Order of the Court of Directors, and Mr. Haſtings's inconſiſtent 
Conduct towards him. * 2 | 1 


Then Mr. ROBERT HUDSON was again called in; and produced the following 
Letter from the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors to Warren Haſtings 
Eſquire, dated the 28th of Auguſt 1771. | | 

The ſame was read, as follows. bs 


|. 
«c Sir, 


« By our General Addreſs you will be informed of the Reaſons we have to be diſſatisfied with 
the Adminiſtration of Mahomet Reza Cawn, and will perceive the Expediency of our diveſting 
him of the Rank and Influence he holds as Naib Duan of the Kingdom of Bengal. But though 
we have declared our Reſolution in this Reſpe& to our Preſident and Council, yet as the Meaſures 
to be taken in conſequence thereof might be defeated by that Miniſter, and all Enquiry into his 
Conduct rendered ineffectual, were he to have any previous Intimation of our Deſign, we, the 
Secret Committee, having the moſt perfect Confidence in your Judgement, Prudence, and In- 
tegrity, have thought proper to entruſt to your eſpecial Care the Execution of thoſe Meaſures, 
which alone can render the Naib's Conduct ſubject to the Effect of a full Enquiry, and ſecure that 
Retribution which may be due on the Detection of any Fraud, Embezzlement, or colluſive Prac- 
tice, in his publick or private Tranſactions. 

« In order therefore to make him amenable to a due Courſe of Juſtice, and to prevent the ill 
Conſequences which might reſult from the Reſentment and Revenge which he may conceive on the 
Knowledge of our Intentions, we hereby direct and enjoin you (immediately on the Receipt of 
this Letter) to iſſue your private Orders for the ſecuring the Perſon of Mahomet Reza Cawn, 
together with his whole Family, and his known Partizans and Adherents, and to make uſe of ſuch 
Meaſures as your Prudence ſhall ſuggeſt for bringing them down to Calcutta; and it is our Pleaſure, 
that they by no Means be ſuffered to quit the Place, until Mahomet Reza Cawn ſhall have ex- 
culpated himſelf from the Crimes of which he now ſtands charged or ſuſpected, or ſhall have 
duly accounted for the Revenues collected by him in the Chucklah of Dacca, and have made 
Reſtitution of all Sums which he may have appropriated to his own Uſe, either from the Duann 
Revenues, or the Nabub's Stipends, and until he alſo ſhall have ſatisfied the Claims of all ſuch Per- 
ſons, as may have ſuffered by any Act of Injuſtice or Oppreſſion committed by him in the Office 
of Naib Duan. I SHES ©: 45g | 

« As the Detection of any corrupt Practices of which Mahomet Reza Cawn may have been 
guilty, and the Retribution which in ſuch Caſes is to be required of him, are equally the Objects 
of publick Juſtice and the Company's Intereſt, we aſſure ourſelves that you will ſedulouſly 
endeavour to penetrate into the moſt hidden Parts of his Adminiftration, and diſcover the Reality 
of the ſeveral Fas with which he is charged, or the Juſtneſs of the Suſpicions we have of his 
Conduct. * ; ; 

In this Reſearch your own Judgement will direct you to all ſuch Means of Information as 
may be likely to bring to Light the moſt ſecret of his Tranſactions ;. we, however, cannot forbear 
recommending to you, to avail yourſelf of the Intelligence which Nundcomar may be able to 
give reſpecting the Naib's Adminiſtration ; and while the Envy which Nundcomar is ſuppoſed- 
to bear this Miniſter may prompt him to a ready Communication cf all Proceeditigy- which have 
come to his Knowledge, we are perſuaded that no ſcrutable Part of the Naib's Conduct can 
have eſcaped the watchful Eye of his jealous and penetrating Rival, 


11 U | « Hence 


900 
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t Hence we cannot doubt but that the Abilities and Diſpoſition. of Nundcomar may be ſuc- 
ceſsfully employed in the Inveſtigation of Mahomet Reza Cawn's Adminiſtration, and bring to 
Light any Embezzlement, Fraud, or Malverſation which he may have committed in the Office of 
Naib Duan, or in the Station he has held under the ſeveral ſucceſſive Subahs; and while we aſſure 
ourſelves that you will make the neceſfary- Uſe of Nundcomar's: Intelligence, we have ſuch Con- 
fidence in your Wiſdom and Caution, that we have nothing to fear from any ſecret Motives or 


Deſigns, which may induce him to detect the Mal-adminiſtration of one whoſe Power has been the 


Object of his Envy, and whoſe Office the Aim of his Ambition: for we have the Satisfaction to 
reflect, that you are too well apprized of the Subtlety and Diſpoſition of Nundcomar to yield him 
any Truſt or Authority, which may be turned to his own Advantage, and prove detrimental to 
the Company's Intereſt, | | 15 


« Though we have thought it neceſſary to intimate to you ho little we are diſpoſed to delegate 


any Power or Influence to Nundcomar, yet, ſhould his Information and Aſſiſtance be ſerviceable 


to you in your inveſtigating the Conduct of Mahomet Reza Cawn, you will yield him ſuch En- 


couragement and Reward, as his Trouble and the Extent of his Services may deſerve. 


ln our General Advices we deemed it adviſeable to mention only, that we had received Infor- 
mation of Mahomet Reza Cawn's having increaſed che Calamities of the Poor, during the Height 


of Famine, by a Monopoly of Rice and other Neceſſaries of Life. We were indeed reſtrained 


from an open Communication on this Subject, fearing the Conſequences which might enſue from 
the Miniſter's Revenge, ſhould he learn by whom ſuch Accuſation had been brought againſt him; 
but perſuaded, as we are, of your Secrecy and Diſcretion, we herewith tranſmit to you Extract 
of a Letter from Huzzeramul to Robert Gregory Eſquire, wherein Mahomet Reza Cawn is 


charged with a Crime of ſo atrocious a Nature; and we the rather adyiſe you of Huzzeramul's 


1 


Information, as we rely on your Endeavours to obtain full Evidence reſpecting the Truth of this 


« Senſible as you muſt be of the Importance of the Charge thus confidentially committed. to 
you, we ſhall not ſeek to animate your Zeal for the Company's Welfare; but obſerve only, that, 


by the effectual Execution of the ſeparate Truſt repoſed in you, you will at once render the 
] 


Company a ſignal and eſſential Service, and approve yourſelf worthy of the Opinion we have 
formed of your Judgement, Prudence, and Integrity, and which we have fo fully manifeſted, 
in ſelecting you to preſide in the Adminiſtration of the Government of Bengal. 


| «6 
London, WMWe are, 


1 * : = 
28th Auguſt, 1771. nn „Lau. Sulivan, 


Fred“ Pigou, 
Hen? Savage, 

J. Purling, 
Geo. Dudley, 
John Manſhip, 
John Harriſon.” 


Read, from Book 190, already delivered in, the following Extract of the Proceedings 


of a Committee of Circuit of the 11th July 1772, beginning at Page 211 of the ſame 


Book. 
« Coſſimbazar, the 11th July 1772. 


« At a Committee; Preſent, 

The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Preſident 
Samuel Middleton, | 
Philip Milner Dacres, 
James Lawrell, and 
John Graham, 


„The Preſident propoſes Rajah Goordaſs, the Son of Maha Rajah Nundcomar, for the 
Office of Dewan to the Nabob's Houſhold. The inveterate and rooted Enmity which has long 
ſubſiſted between Mahomet Reza Cawn and Nundcomar, and the Neceſſity of employing the 
Vigilance and Activity of ſo penetrating a Rival to counteract the Deſigns of Mahomet Reza 
Cawn, and to eradicate that Influence which he ſtill retains in the Government of this Province, 
and more eſpecially in the Family of the Nabob, are the ſole Motives for this Recommendation. 
The Honourable Company, in their Letter by the Lapwing, order, that both Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, and every Perſon employed by or in Conjunction with him, or acting under his 
Influence, ſhall be diveſted of any further Charge or Influence in the Collections; and they 
further direct, that a ſtri&t Scrutiny be made into his Conduct in the Exerciſe of his Office of 
Naib TY from the Suſpicion of his having been © equally. unfaithful in the. Diſcharge of 
that Truſt,” | 


Eſquires. 


It 


Allegation, as well as of ſuch others as are the Objects of the Scrutiny we have directed to be made 
into the Naib's Conduct. | | | 


F 
c It 18 very evident from theſe Orders, that it was the Intention of the Court of Directors to 
make an entire Reformation in the Government of theſe Provinces, and to begin with the Abo? 
licion of that Authority which had been eſtabliſhed in it during the Courſe of the laſt Seven 
Years. Indeed, if this had not been expreſſed, it muſt neceſſarily have been implied in their Com- 
mands; ſince it was not to be expected that a new Plan of Government could effectually take 


Place While the Iafluence of the former ſubſiſted. The ſame Man, 'till lately, had the Charge of 
the Nabob's Houſehold, the ſole Application of his vaſt Stipend, the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and 
the Collection of the Revenues of the Province; in a Word, every Branch of the Adminiſtration 
was centered in the Perſon of Mahomed Reza Cawn. It is true that his Authority was much di- 
miniſhed in the Collections by the Inſtitution of the Superviſors; but he till retained an Influence 
in moſt Parts of the Province; and on ſome his ſecret Power was even ſuperior to that of the Su- 
E la the Direction of the Nabob's Houſhold he acted without Check or Control; the Na- 
is Servants were all of his Appointment, his Creatures and Dependants; theſe till continue in 
Charge of the Nabob's Perſon, and in Poſſeſſion of his Mind, which they may be naturally ſuppoſed 
to bend to ſuch Inclinations and Purpoſes as may beſt ſuit the Views and Intereſts of their Patron. 
Tbeſe Reaſons will juſtify the Nomination of a Man to ſupply the Place of the late Naib 
Soobah, who is known to be his moſt violent Opponent, and moſt. capable of oppoſing him. It 
is not pretended that theſe Ends are to be obtained merely from the Abilities of Rajah Goor- 
daſs ; his Youth and Inexperience render him, although unexceptionable in other Reſpects, in- 
adequate to the real Purpoſes of his Appointment; but his Father hath all the Abilities, Perſe- 
verance, and Temper, requiſite for ſuch Ends, in a Degree perhaps exceeding any Man in Ben- 
gal. Theſe Talents heretofore made him obnoxious to Government itſelf, and therefore it might 
be thought unſafe to truſt him with an Authority ſo near the Nabob, whom he might inſpire with 
his own Ambition, and affiſt with the Means of carrying it to the moſt dangerous Extremes. It is 
poſſible that this might be the Caſe, were he immediately and formally intruſted with the Charge 
in Queſtion; and therefore it is propoſed to confer it upon his Son, who is of himſelf incapable of 
making a very bad Uſe of it, and to allow of his acting under the Influence and Inſtruction of his 
Father, who holding no Office under the Nabob, and being a Subject of our Government, may 
be removed without Eclat, or the leaſt Appearance of Violence, whenever he ſhall be proved, or 


even ſuſpected, to abuſe his Truſt, and apply it to Deſigns hurtful to the Intereſts of the Honour- 
able Company. | f : n 


| . « Warren Haſtings.” 
« Mr. Middleton delivers in the following Minute. 

For the Reaſons which have been ſo properly and powerfully urged by the Preſident, I en- 
tirely approve of the Choice he has made in the Perſon of Rajah Goordaſs, as a Man the moſt 
eligible to ſuperintend the Affairs of the Nabob's Houſhold, and at the ſame Time to complete 
the Reformation which the Company have thought neceſſary to be made in the Government of 
this Country. Young and inexperienced himfelf, without that Temper of Mind which denotes 
Ambition, no Apprehenſions need be entertained of his making an improper Ule of the Authority 
with which he is inveſted ; yet, directed by the Counſel of his Father, whoſe Abilities and Inve- 
teracy to the late Naib Soobah are well known, he not only muſt be deemed capable of diſcharg- 
ing all the Functions of his Office with Applauſe, but muſt appear particularly calculated to 
anfwer thoſe Ends the Honourable Company have in View, by the total Suppreſſion of that 
Influence which has hitherto been placed in the Perſon of Mahomed Reza Cawn ; and this without 
any Danger that Schemes of Ambition will be formed by the Father himſelf, or if formed, without 
a Poſſibility of executing them, ſeeing that the Power from which his Conſequence is only reflected 
will be ſo circumſcribed, and wholly unable to ſcreen him, on the leaſt Breach of Confidence, from 
the juſt Reſentment of thoſe ro whom he is indebted for the Degree of Conſideration he holds. 

| « Sam', Middleton.“ 


Meſſieurs Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham, object to the Propoſition of appointing Rajah 
Goordaſs, Dewan to the Nabob, and will aſſign their Reaſons at a future Meeting. (a) | 


Read, alſo, the following Extract of the Proceedings of a Committee of Circuit, of 
the 26th July 1772, from Page 259 of the ſame Book. | 


| « Coffimbazar, the 26th July 1772. 
« At a Committee; Preſent, 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings Eſquire, Preſident z 
Samuel Middleton, 
P. Milner Dacres, PREY 
James Lawrell, ö Eſquires. 
John Graham, 3 


| | « [Minute of Meff*. Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham. ? 1 

© Meſſ*, Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham, lay before the Committee the following Minute, in 

Zoypon of their Diſſent from the Preſident's Propoſition for appointing Rajah Goordaſs, Dewan to 
the Nabob. LM 44 


4 2 FI 6. ey ad? wy * ,„ 


—_ 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne XCV, ſupra. 


« The 


Extracts rela- 
mo to' Rajah 


undcomar. 


® Sic in Orig. 


Rajah 


* 


The Preſi- 
dent's Minute 
I port of 


Goor- 


( 996 ) 


t« The Baſis on which we obje& to the Appointment of Rajah. Goordaſs to the Office of . Dewan 


of the Houſhold, and Manager of the Nabob's Finances,” is, becauſe we eſteem it in Effect the 


Appointment of Nundcomar, who, with reſpe& to the various Accuſations againſt his political 
Conduct, and the Orders which have been in Conſequence received from the Honourable the 
Court of Directors, ſtands in ſuch a Predicament, as to preclude, in our Opinion, an Acquieſcence 


in the Preſident's Zropolition LEY 5 We crave the Patience of the Committee to peruſe thoſe 


« Teſtimonies, faithfully collected from the public Records of our Government, on which we 


* ground this Opinion. 10 Jett 


« Extract from the Company's General Letter to their Preſident and Council, dated 22d-February. 
| 1764. 5 | | hy \ Yrs 4p Does Bb 


« Par. 37. From the Whole of your Proceedings with reſpe& to Nundcomar, there ſeems to 
« he has been guilty of carrying on Correſpondence with the Country Powers, hurtful to the Com- 


<« pany's Intereſts, and inſtrumental in conveying Letters between the Shazada, and the French | 


« Governor General of Pondicherry ; in ſhort, it appears he is of that wicked and turbulent Dif- 
« poſition, that no Harmony can ſubſiſt in Sotiety where he has the Opportunity of interfering. 
« We therefore moſt readily concur. with you, that Nundcomar is a Perſon improper to be truſted 
« with his Liberty in our Settlements, and capable of doing Miſchief, if he is permitted to go 
e out of the Province, either to the Northward or to the Deccan. We ſhall therefore depend 


« your keeping ſuch a Watch over all his Actions as may be Means of preventing his diſturb- | 


<« ing the Quiet of the Public, or injuring Individuals for the future.“) | 
| | FR (Signed at the End) e, 
| „Warren Haſtings, 
P. M. Dacres, 
James Lawrell, 
J. Graham.“ (a) 


Read, alſo, the following Extract of the Proceedings of a Committee of the 28th 1 8 


of July 1772, from Page 282 of the.ſame Book. + - 


| « At a Committee; Preſent,”  —. 
The Honourable Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Preſident ; 
Samuel Middleton, 7 ' 
P. Milner Dacres, 
James Lawrell, 
John Graham, 


« The Preſident delivers in the following Minute. | 


« The Preſident feels a Reluctance to dwell any longer on a Subject which nas divided the 
Opinions of the Committee, and already engaged too much of their Attention; but he thinks it 
incumbent upon him to ſay ſomething in reply to the Objections which have been made to his 
Propoſition, becauſe he apprehends that a very different Concluſion may be fairly drawn from the 
Arguments which have been urged againſt it. His own Inclination will induce him to confine 
himfelf within the ſame Bounds of Candour and Moderation, which the Gentlemen who differ 


Eſquires, 


from him in Opinion have ſo properly choſen, and which ought to be invariably adhered to, where 


the End ſought by all is the Public Good, and the only Diſagreement is the Mode of attaining it. 
« The Preſident has already declared, that he meant, by the Appointment of Rajah Goordaſs, 
that this Government ſhould avail itſelf of the Abilities of Rajah Nundcomar for the Pu 


aſſigned ; but it was his declared Intention to exclude him from any formal Truſt in the Nabob's, © 


Service, in order to guard againſt any Attempts which might be apprehended from his Intrigues; 
thus leaving the Government at Liberty to recall him whenever he ſhall be ſuſpeted of applymg 
the Opportunities afforded him to ill Purpoſes, without giving Umbrage to the Nabob, or leaving 
him a Pretence to ſcreen him from our Authority. © | R ö 

« The Preſident docs not take upon him to vindicate the moral Character of Nundcomar ; his 
Sentiments of this Man's former political Conduct are not unknown to the Court of Directors, who, 
he is perſuaded, will be more inclined to attribute his preſent Countenance of him to Motives of Zeal 


and Fidelity to the Service, in Repugnance perhaps to his own Inclinations, than to any Predilec- 


tion in his Favour. He is very well acquainted with moſt of the Facts alluded to in the Minute 
of the Majority, having been a principal Inſtrument in detecting them; nevertheleſs: he thinks it 
but Juſtice to make a Diſtinction between the Violation of a Truſt and an Offence committed 
againſt our Government, by a Man who owed it no Allegiance, nor was indebted to it for Pro- 


tection, but, on the contrary, was the Miniſter and actual Servant of a Maſter, whoſe Intereſt " 
naturally ſuggeſted that Kind of Policy, which ſought by foreign Aids, and the Diminution of f 


the Power of the Company, to raiſe his own Conſequence, and to re-eſtabliſh his Authority. He 


— 


(a) Vide Appendix, Ne CXIIIL, av 
| has 


be. 
© no Doubt of his endeavouring by Forgery, and falſe Accuſations, to ruin Ram Churn ; that 


« Coffimbazar, the 28th July 1772. 5 
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